Recycling @ City Hall
Second Sat., 8 a.m.-Noon

Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019

City to save $90K
on EMS service

By Jim Bardwell
It was like an early Christmas for the City of Gladewater last week
when city officials found out they will no longer have to pay $90,000
annually for ambulance service.
According to Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow, CHRISTUS
EMS - formerly Champion EMS - will no longer require cities in its
coverage area to pay an annual fee.
According to a letter presented to Tow last week - Stan Holden,
CHRISTUS EMS CEO/Senior Vice President, “I am pleased to inform you that Mr. (Chris) Glenney has determined that as of January
1, 2019, CHRISTUS EMS will no longer require a subsidy from the
City of Gladewater as set forth in our contract dated July 15, 2013.
“We are pleased to convey this message to you in writing. While
our existing contract language will require an amendment to legally
execute this change I wanted to convey this important message to
you and the City of Gladewater. Although this change requires affirmative action of both parties it is our desire that this change become
effective January 1, 2019.”
Holden further explained “As you may be aware Champion EMS
is now a wholly owned subsidiary of CHRISTUS Health, a 501(C)3,
non-profit organization based in Irving, Texas. As such Champion
EMS was recently rebranded as CHRISTUS EMS effective January
1, 2019. As the Chief Executive Officer and Senior Vice-President
of CHRISTUS EMS & Flight For Life I report directly to Mr. Chris
Glenney, who is the Senior Vice-President of CHRISTUS Health
Group Operations and the President of CHRISTUS Northeast Texas.”
“The subsidy that Champion EMS required of us was quite the
unforeseen burden,” said Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp. “We had
to make cuts to accommodate this annual expenditure to insure we
had ambulance services for our community. With this burden now
lifted, we can explore how we may best invest this money back into
our community. We certainly would like to thank Mr. Chris Glenney
and all of the staff at CHRISTUS Health for this decision which will
impact not only Gladewater but all of the communities served by
CHRISTUS EMS.”
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Mamosa Mohoto
GHS Senior

Mamosa Mohoto
A life built on love

What are your three favorite things about
Gladewater?
1. It’s a beautiful small town!
2. Everyone is familiar with each other.
3. How people value family.

By Suzanne Bardwell
She came to East Texas from
South Africa.
She brought her faith, her
warmth, her poise, and her
gracious perspective on life that
has impacted those who have
gotten to know her in the last
two years.
How she came to be in
Gladewater has to do with the
sacrifices of two families on
two continents and her desire
for educational excellence.
With ambitions of attending the
University of North Texas as a
Physics major, Mamosa Mohoto
is literally aiming for the stars.
“The Flanagan family and my
parents have been close for over
two decades,” Mamosa said.
“My father felt it would be best if
I continued my education in the

What are your three most important
values?
1. Realizing the worth of every individual, no
matter what society might say.
2. Realizing that the way we choose to see
things has a huge impact on who we are.
3. Stop putting a filter on who you are,
because then you will lose yourself. Just be.
What does being an American mean to
you?
The freedom to pursue one’s dreams.
Do you believe that Dr. Martin Luther
King’s “Dream” has been fulfilled?
I do believe his dream has majorly been
accomplished. We have definitely come a long
way from segregation. Racial unity is visible
almost everywhere we turn now.
If you had a motto you live by, what would
it be?
Just be, Mamosa! It’s okay, you are growing.
Just learn from it and move on.

Continued on page 6
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Local tax office
temporarily closed

By Jim Bardwell
Gregg County Precinct 3 taxpayers were advised last week the
Justice of the Peace office in Gladewater would be closing soon and
people having business with the JP will need to drive to Kilgore.
Now the tax office is closing - but just temporarily.
The last day the JP Pct. 3 office was scheduled to be open in
Gladewater was Feb. 1. They were expected to open the Kilgore
office, located at 622 Kay Street, on Monday.
As a result of the JP’s office relocating to Kilgore, Kirk Shields,
Gregg County Tax Assessor-Collector, said “we are temporarily
closing our Gladewater office.
“We plan to move into the back part of (Gladewater) city hall once
the renovation work is complete.”
“We are doing everything possible to not pay rent, thus making
this location attractive. It may be several weeks before we re-open
so that remodeling to fit our needs can be completed.”
Shields said it could take two months to complete the remodeling..
During this transition, Shields said taxpayers can take advantage
of several methods to make property tax payments to his office.
1. By mail: P. O. Box 1431, Longview, Texas 75606
2. By phone: 866-520-5602
3. Online: www.co.gregg.tx.us/property taxrecords
4. In person:
* 101 E. Methvin Avenue, Suite 215, Longview
* 3211 West Marshall Avenue, Longview
* 1102 Kilgore Street, Kilgore
Talyna Carlson, Gregg County Justice of the Peace, Pct #3, said
the move “will cease the duplication of services and efficiently serve
Gregg County citizens.”
Commissioner Boyd said some Gladewater businesses were very
upset by the tax office relocation because they thought the tax office
was moving to Kilgore permanently. “I have been assured the tax
office is not leaving Gladewater,” Boyd said.
Pat Burke, CEO of Texas Die
Casting, LLC, signed a contract
with the Gladewater Economic Development Corp. Monday
that will allow his company to do
$40,000 in computer upgrades
to help streamlime operations.
Several city officials attended the
signing.
Robert Green, GEDCO board
chairman, said GEDCO is in the
investment business and he was
glad they could assist TDC, which
is the second largest employer in
Gladewater. Texas Die Casting
opened in Gladewater in 1984. In
additional to manufacturing die
cast parts TDC provides a variety
of finishing operations including:
drilling, tapping, turning, boring,
milling, sanding, shot blasting, vibratory finish and more.
Photo by Jim Bardwell
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A high speed collision in Gladewater at US 80 and Broadway
sent a driver to the hospital early Saturday. Gladewater Firefighters and Clarksville Warren City VFD responded to the
wreck. The driver was reportedly extricated from his vehicle,
which collided with several vehicles parked on J.O. Williams’
car lot. No information on the drivers condition was made
available.
Photos by Gladewater Fire Department

Warning: Utility scammers

Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) has received
multiple reports that involve criminals posing as SWEPCO representatives calling customers and demanding immediate payment.
“These scammers are targeting vulnerable groups of people, including seniors, non-native English speakers, and small business owners,”
said Karen Wissing, SWEPCO spokeswoman.
Scammers are: Criminals impersonating SWEPCO employees over
the phone; Telling SWEPCO customers in the Longview area that the
utility is changing its name; Demanding SWEPCO customers immediately buy a prepaid debit card to pay their December balance, and
Threatening to disconnect electric service if immediate payment is not
received.
SWEPCO does not: Call customers demanding immediate payment
or ask customers to purchase a debit/cash card to pay a bill.
“If you believe a scammer has contacted you, hang up immediately,” Wissing said. “You can verify the status of your account by logging into SWEPCO.com or SWEPCO’s mobile app, or by calling us
directly at 1-888-216-3523.”
Do not give the caller or visitor a prepaid card, such as a Green Dot
card, a wire transfer, or any other form of payment that may be difficult to trace, Wissing said.

