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OPINION/EDITORIAL
Against the Wind…
“Seems like yesterday
But it was long ago…
…caught like a wildfire out of control
Til there was nothin’ left to burn and nothin’ left to prove”
“Against the wind
We were runnin’ against the wind
We were young and strong and were runnin’ against the wind
Do you remember those years of youth and strength when the road
of life stretched out with much more before than behind?
“And the years rolled slowly past…
…There were oh so many roads
I was livin’ to run and runnin’ to live…”
“Against the wind
I’m still runnin’ against the wind
I’m older now but still runnin’ against the wind…”
That’s the thing about music that touches the soul, it often has truth
that speaks with clarity and impact. Bob Seger wrote “Against the
Wind” in 1981, a song many of us can identify with. But especially
those of us with a touch of silver in our hair.
In 1981 I was in my first year of teaching and knew, absolutely
knew I could change the world, or at least my corner of it. I had just
finished my graduate degree, was in my first year of teaching public
school, AND teaching part-time for Kilgore College. The wonder of
it was I had energy left over to do so much more. And I did.
That was before ‘what I know now that I didn’t know then’.
Seger’s lyric “Wish I didn’t know now what I didn’t know then”
is a hard, hard truth.
Maybe the ‘what we know now’ that we didn’t know when we were
young, is how quickly time is slipping through our grasp and how
many heartbreaks we would survive. Then there was that hard lesson
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experience taught us that there will always be more heartbreaks and
losses in our future.
But, my friends, we should never be discouraged. We must
remember to grasp the Hope that lifts our souls and our lives.
Most of the time, we have our heads down working hard and
tackling, or simply surviving the challenges life throws our way.
That is what most of us have done every day of our lives for decades.
We don’t have to wonder where the time went after all.
When I heard Bob Seger singing this song Saturday night along
with about 12,000 other people it brought me to tears. It made me
pause and consider what I want to achieve as I “run against the wind”
at this stage of my race.
I know that I want to make life easier for my 91-year old Mother
who is still running her race “against the wind” of an aging body and
deteriorating health. I know that I want to provide emotional support
and unconditional love for my adult son and daughter-in-heart who
are running their own races. I want to be an effective partner in
business and life with my sweetheart and still find time for joyful
adventures like Saturday’s concert.
I want to remember to reconnect with my “sense of wonder”. That
elusive miracle of a gift that keeps us passionately engaged with life
and grateful for its unique blessings, regardless of where we are in
the race.
So, my friends, you, who are ‘running against the wind” as
you hold this paper in your hands, let us remember to “run with
perseverance the race marked out for us”.
And while you are at it, really try hard to keep your sense of
wonder as you run your own race. If you do, you might just find the
wind at your back.

Lawmakers start rolling out high-priority legislation

AUSTIN — With the filing of legislation that would give teachers
an across-the-board pay increase, Texas lawmakers showed progress
toward solving the complex issues of school finance and property
tax reform.
Senate Bill 3, passed March 4 by the full Senate on a voice vote,
would entitle each classroom teacher and full-time librarian to a
state-financed $5,000 increase above their 2018-2019 school year
salary. The bill would not stop school districts from providing merit-based raises to teachers in addition to the state’s $5,000 increase.
Authored by Senate Finance Committee Chair Jane Nelson,
R-Flower Mound, SB 3, if approved by the House, would make the
raise effective for the school year beginning in the fall. Nelson said
it would cost $4 billion to give the state’s estimated 350,000 teachers the raise, and that funds to cover the pay hike will be in the state
budget.
“The one thing we should do, first and foremost, is to recognize
the need to uplift our entire teaching profession,” she said.
Meanwhile, in the west end of the Capitol building, House members have been working on their own school finance reform legislation. House Bill 3 is called “The Texas Plan” by its author, House
Public Education Committee Chair Dan Huberty, R-Houston.
Huberty said his bill, which has gained bipartisan support and
has more than 80 members signed on as coauthors, would invest $9
billion above enrollment growth while addressing student achievement, teacher quality and property tax reform. HB 3, Huberty added, represents “the first major rewrite of the state’s public school
finance system undertaken without threat of a court order.”
A few of the bill’s attributes include:
- Lowering school property tax rates by four cents statewide;
- Funding for full-day pre-kindergarten for low-income students;
and
- Increasing the minimum teacher salary schedule.

Disaster relief is goal

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick on March 6 joined Senate members in announcing a package of bills dealing with disaster relief and recovery
from Hurricane Harvey, which caused widespread devastation in the
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late summer of 2017.
“We said at the time we would dedicate ourselves to helping people rebuild their homes, their businesses, their communities,” said
Patrick.
- SB 6 by Sen. Lois Kolkhorst, R-Brenham, makes use of the
knowledge gained in dealing with Hurricane Harvey and its aftermath. “Senate Bill 6 will serve as a road map to prepare our state for
future hurricanes and natural disasters,” said Kolkhorst.
- SB 7 by Sen. Brandon Creighton, R-Conroe, would create a financial structure to pay for aid, planning and flood projects, considering that many federal aid programs require that local entities put
money up front to qualify for fund matches. Creighton’s bill would
tap into the state’s Rainy Day Fund to help local governmental bodies satisfy buy-in requirements.
- SB 8 by Sen. Charles Perry, R-Lubbock, would create a statewide flood mitigation plan that divides Texas into regions based on
river basins, then allows regional officials and stakeholders to decide
what projects they need to protect people and property from flooding. The state would ensure that those plans work with each other
and combine them into a statewide plan, according to the Senate
News Service.

Revenue total announced

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on March 4 announced state sales
tax revenue totaled $2.796 billion in February, an amount 7 percent
more than he announced in February 2018.
“Growth in sales tax revenue was led by remittances from the
construction, manufacturing and services sectors. Receipts from information services and restaurants also grew significantly. Receipts
from oil- and gas-mining firms remained about the same as a year
ago,” Hegar said.
On March 6 Hegar announced the comptroller’s office would send
cities, counties, transit systems and special-purpose taxing districts
$711.7 million in local sales tax allocations for the month.
The amount is 6.1 percent more than the amount reported a year
ago. These allocations are based on sales made in January by businesses that report tax monthly.

Texas lawmaker dies

Former U.S. Rep. Ralph Hall of Rockwall died March 7 in Rockwall. He was 95.
Hall served in the U.S. Navy from 1942 to 1945 and received a
law degree from Southern Methodist University in 1947. He was
elected to the Texas Senate in 1962 and served until 1972, when he
was first elected to Congress as a Democrat.
He changed from a Democrat to a Republican in 2004 and continued to serve as a member of Congress until January 2015.
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Free speech, public’s right
to know under attack in
Texas – so let’s act now

By Kelley Shannon
We Texans are fiercely independent and like to make our views
known. On that, surely, we can agree.
Using our First Amendment right to speak out goes hand in hand
with access to public information that helps us understand how our
government functions.
Unfortunately, both basic American principles – free speech and
the people’s right to know – are under attack in Texas. There’s no
better time to urge our state lawmakers to protect these precious
freedoms than “Sunshine Week,” March 10-16, a nationwide
celebration of open government.
The Texas Sunshine Coalition, a diverse public awareness alliance
of more than 15 organizations, has formed over the past year and
is working at the Capitol to improve government transparency by
repairing the Texas Public Information Act.
Atop the coalition’s agenda is restoring the public’s right to
information in government contracts with private businesses
and in government agreements with non-profits that do extensive
government work. Two Texas Supreme Court rulings in 2015
blocked off much of this information.
Sen. Kirk Watson, D-Austin, and Rep. Giovanni Capriglione,
R-Southlake, filed bipartisan legislation – Senate Bill 943 and House
Bill 2189, respectively – to try plug the information black hole that
the court created.
Yet another attack on the public’s right to know is the recent Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals ruling declaring part of the Texas Open
Meetings Act unconstitutionally vague. The ruling dealt with the
“walking quorum” provision that bans leaders of a governmental
body from meeting in small separate groups to deliberate and
undermine the open meetings law. To many of us Texans, the law
is not vague at all – it’s clear that the public’s business must be
conducted in the open.
But in response to the court, Sen. Watson and Rep. Dade Phelan,
R-Beaumont, quickly filed Senate Bill 1640 and House Bill 3402 to
clarify the law.
“We simply couldn’t let this ruling go unanswered,” Watson.
Phelan added, “Texans want their elected officials to be transparent
and allow honest participation in the process. If we do not act this
session to address this ruling, we deny them the open government
they deserve.”
As for free speech, the good news is we already have a strong
state law that protects Texans from meritless lawsuits filed against
them in an attempt to bully them into silence and trample their First
Amendment rights.
It’s known as the anti-SLAPP statute and protects people posting
online reviews, domestic violence victims speaking about abuse,
journalists reporting on alleged wrongdoing, law enforcement
officers doing their jobs and others who find themselves on the
receiving end of a court case meant only to intimidate – a Strategic
Lawsuit Against Public Participation.
The Texas Citizens Participation Act, the formal name of the antiSLAPP law, allows a defendant to get a nuisance lawsuit dismissed
fairly quickly if a judge determines it’s a SLAPP case.
One bill filed in the Legislature, however, House Bill 2730, would
drastically weaken the Texas Citizens Participation Act. Alternative
positive legislation, House Bill 3547 by Speaker Pro Tempore Joe
Moody, D-El Paso, would provide some clarifications in the law,
with a narrower approach that preserves free speech protections.
Dozens of organizations have come together through the Protect
Free Speech Coalition to voice support for maintaining the core of
the existing anti-SLAPP statute.
In Texas, lawmakers convene in regular session only every two
years. Now through May they’re meeting, and this is the time to let
legislators know we want them to guard our rights to free speech and
public information.
We Texans don’t want to live our lives any other way.

Jelly, spaghetti sauce needed

Manna House is in immediate need of grape jelly and spaghetti
sauce, Spaghetti O’s, ravioli etc. to feed those hungry kids out for
spring break. Items may be dropped off at the Gladewater Mirror
newspaper at 211 N. Main Street weekdays during business hours
or at Manna House in the southwest corner of City Hall Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays, 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. Financial donations
may be mailed to Manna House, P.O. Box 808, Gladewater, 75647.

OBITUARY
CAROLYN “SUE” TAYLOR

Carolyn “Sue” Taylor born Sept 24, 1942 in North Carolina passed
away March 2, 2019 at her home in Gladewater.
Sue is survived by her husband Jim Taylor; sons James M. Taylor
Jr. and wife, Terri (Gladewater); Chris Taylor (Gladewater) and Kyle
Taylor and wife, Maureen (Florida).

“SIRS, WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?”

The Philippian jailor asked Paul and Silas this question in Acts 16: 30. In verse 31,
they an-swered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” But, this is not the end of the story, for verse 32 says, “Then they spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.” But, this is still not the end
of the story, for verse 33 says, “And he took them the same hour of the night and washed
their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.” But, this is still not
the end of the story, for verse 34 says, “Now when he had brought them into his house, he
set food before them, and he rejoiced having believed in God with all his household.”
Question? When did the jailor and his household “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ?”
Actually, he believed on the Lord, when he learned what was involved in believing,
which included obeying what he had learned. Included in obeying what he had learned
was being baptized. Only then (when he was baptized) is it said that “he rejoiced having
believed in God, with all his household.” Believed is used in the comprehensive sense,
taking in the totality of his response. Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454-White Oak, Texas 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

