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Commissioners approve Union Grove water well grant

Continued from Page 1
The court also approved executing a memorandum of understanding defining the responsibilities of each party to the county’s
multi-jurisdictional application for the grant.
Union Grove Mayor Randy Simcox, whose city joins the WSC as
a party, signed his approval of the proposed grant, Beavers said last
week. Smith, meanwhile, told commissioners the city government
was “not equipped” to act as fiscal agent for the grant, and that it
asked the county do so.
She said Simcox had signed the needed papers.
Commissioners also approved a resolution authorizing the submittal of a multi-jurisdictional application to the agriculture department.
The document further permits County Judge Todd Tefteller to act as
the county’s representative in all matters related to the application
and to committing project funds to be paid by Union Grove WSC.
In other business Thursday, the court discussed, but took no vote
on, Calthan Cattle Company LLC’s proposal for a five-year extension of the lease it has on Upshur County-owned “school land” in
two West Texas counties, Baylor and Throckmorton.
The proposal was among four items listed on the agenda as being
for “discussion only,” not possible votes. Certain revenue from the
17,000 acres is distributed annually among the nine school districts
lying partly or wholly in Upshur County.
Precinct 3 Commissioner Frank Berka said that while Calthan had
“done a fantastic job” improving the acreage, he was unsure it was
legal to extend the lease which expires in 2022, and he raised the
possibility of taking bids on leasing.
Tefteller, an attorney, said he would “try to do a little research” to
see if the court needed to take bids.
The judge also noted he had viewed a video of the land, which
Calthan’s owner presented to the court shortly before the three newest members took office, and that he believed the lessee was “really
taking care of the place” as the firm had spent considerabe funds to
“upgrade” it. Tefteller urged the court “be thinking about” the lease.
Berka, who said he had visited the property, praised Calthan for
building water tanks and ridding it of cactus. He said he did not
want to lose the firm as a tenant, and Precinct 1 Commissioner Paula
Gentry praised the company for taking care of the property, quoting
Calthan as saying the number of deer for hunting had increased.
Berka said he had not, and would not, hunt there.
Tefteller said he believed Upshur is among only four Texas counties still owning such school land.
In another matter Thursday, the court opened bids on fuel, materials and services for the Road and Bridge Department
before voting to file them with County Clerk Terri Ross’ office,
and to let County Road Administrator Andy Jordan recommend

which ones to approve before the court acts.
The materials include, among others, such items as road oil and
emulsifier, asphalt, hot oil sand, gasoline, diesel and pug milling.
Pct. 2 Commissioner Dustin Nicholson left the meeting before the
bid opening to avoid any possible conflict of interest since he has
business interests related to certain such materials.
In another matter, the court conditionally approved a monitoring
agreement with American Fire Protection Group Inc. for services
at the courthouse. Cost is $50 monthly for the fire alarm system,
said county building supervisor David Womble, who said it would
activate a bell to notify the monitoring system 24 hours a day, seven
days weekly.
He also said the county’s insurer will like the system.
The court approved the agreement on condition that the proposed
period it is effective be changed to begin Oct. 1 yearly and end Sept.
30 the next year, which are the starting and ending dates of the county’s fiscal year. The current agreement would end Sept. 30.
The vote came after Berka objected that the proposed agreement’s
dates did not coincide with the county’s budget year. Womble said
American was agreeable to whatever dates the court wanted.
In another “discussion only” item, the court heard Tefteller discuss
a $50,000 grant from the Texas Historical Commission to the county
to update the previously approved Preservation Master Plan for the
82-year-old county courthouse.
The county would put up $5,000 matching funds. The longplanned renovation would be aimed at restoring the courthouse to its
original appearance.
In another discussion issue, county information technology officer

Estella Sheets suggested reducing the number of software licenses to
renew for AbleTerm software from the current 10 to five.
The reduction does not require court approval, but Tefteller said
he thought it would be better if commissioners approved the number
at a future meeting after Sheets consults with Sheriff Larry Webb on
the matter.
Concerning yet another discussion-only matter, county Emergency Management Coordinator Marc Nichols discussed the possible
purchase of digital mobile radios for Pct. 2 Constable Jason Weeks,
Pct. 3 Constable Ronnie Mitchell and Pct. 4 Constable Larry Sewell.
(The county’s only other constable, Pct. 1 Constable Gene Dolle,
already has one).
Nichols said funds from a grant which were originally scheduled
for another use could instead be used to buy the radios for under
$2,500 each at no cost to the county, and that the matter could be on
the court’s next meeting agenda. Tefteller, who had said such radios
can cost $3,500-5,500, commended Nichols, saying “Because this
man showed initiative, he saved us $10,000.”
Another item the court was scheduled to consider--accepting the
plat for Pine Grove Phase 11 for recording--was pulled from the
agenda during the meeting by Gentry, who said she had not received
the check for filing.
In a matter which was not on the meeting agenda, Bubba DeBerry, board chairman of the Upshur County Emergency Services District, informed the court the district had joined an organization called
Safe-D, which consists of emergency services districts in Texas and
which provided 11 hours of “very, very good” trianing to all five
local board members recently in Frisco.

The University of Texas at Tyler announced that it has been
awarded a collaborative grant from the National Science Foundation
to prepare students to teach science, technology, engineering and
mathematics at the community-college level.
UT Tyler will partner with UT Arlington and community colleges
in North and East Texas to mentor STEM graduate students who
are interested in joining community college faculty after graduation.
The initiative is funded by a grant for nearly $80,000 from the NSF
INCLUDES Alliance for Inclusive and Diverse STEM Faculty. The
regional partnership is part of a national NSF network designed to
support collaboration among entities working to broaden participation in the STEM workforce.
“The University of Texas at Tyler welcomes the opportunity

to participate in this new initiative, which will support diversity
and professional development for STEM teaching careers while
strengthening educational partnerships in our region,’’ said Dr. Stephen Rainwater, UT Tyler chair and associate professor of computer
science and campus coordinator for the grant program.
The program is open to all UT Tyler STEM graduate students.
Those from populations that are underrepresented in STEM will be
particularly encouraged to participate. Students will be mentored by
both UT Tyler and Tyler Junior College faculty and will have opportunities for community college classroom observation, teaching and
shadowing experiences. Stipends will be awarded to students and
faculty mentors. For more information about the program contact
Rainwater, 903.566.7089

UT Tyler Receives $80K Grant for higher ed STEM careers

CHRISTUS preventing Type 2 Diabetes with proven program
Community members are preventing type 2 diabetes together
with the PreventT2 lifestyle change program offered by CHRISTUS
Good Shepherd Health System. Guided by a trained lifestyle coach,
groups of participants are learning the skills they need to make lasting changes such as losing a modest amount of weight, being more
physically active and managing stress.
People with prediabetes – higher-than-normal blood glucose (sugar) levels – are 5 to 15 times more likely to develop type 2 diabetes
than those with normal blood glucose levels. In fact, many people
with prediabetes can be diagnosed with type 2 diabetes within 5

Sheriff Webb to speak to local
GOP about gaming rooms
GILMER--Upshur County Sheriff Larry Webb and possibly State
Rep. Jay Dean will appear at Monday night’s quarterly meeting of
the Republican Party of Upshur County’s Executive Committee to
discuss proposed state legislation which would let the county regulate gaming rooms.
The public is invited to the 6:30 p.m. event at Lantana Activity
Center on Lantana Road north of Gilmer, said Upshur County GOP
Chairman Cynthia Ridgeway. Light complimentary refreshments
will be served.
Dean (R-Longview) recently introduced the legislation at Webb’s
request as the sheriff said his office has received numerous complaints about gaming rooms in the county.
If Dean is unable to attend Monday’s meeting, a representative of
his office will appear to discuss the proposed bill, said Ridgeway.
Upshur County Commissioners Court recently approved a resolution supporting Dean’s bill.

Military
Hearing
Loss? Upshur library teen advisory
board to meet March 21
3M CAEv2 Combat Earplugs
were standard issue to millions
of military personnel between
2003 and 2015 for use during
domestic training and foreign
conflicts. 3M allegedly knew
these dual-sided earplugs had
a design defect but sold them
to the United States government
without providing that information.

800-460-0606

If you have
• Served in the military; and
• Used 3M Dual-Sided earplugs between 2003 and
2015; and
• Have been diagnosed with
hearing loss or tinnitus,
you may have a claim for damages against 3M.
Call now as time may be limited!
NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT

OFFICES
IN HOUSTON/CONROE,
TEMPLE
AND AUSTIN,
There is no fee for your first visit. You protect our
rights
– now let us help
protect
yours.
PRINCIPAL OFFICE IN CAMERON

respectforyou.com/earplugs

LLP

CAPPOLINO | DODD | KREBS
TOUGH • EXPERIENCED • TRUSTWORTHY
ATTORNEYS OFFICE IN TEMPLE, TX
NO FEE FOR FIRST VISIT

GILMER--The Teen Advisory Board of the Upshur County Library will meet there at 5 p.m. Thursday, March 21, said library employee Morris Garmon Jr.
The group will discuss the library’s upcoming Summer Reading
Program for youngsters, and review a list of new authors from which
board members can choose books for the library, said Garmon, the
board’s coordinator.
Ten board members attended its “post-Valentine” party at the library Feb. 21, he said.
The board is open to any Upshur County resident ages 12-18,
whether in public school, private school, home schooled or having
graduated from high school.
For more information, contact Garmon at the library on Texas 154
at 903-843-5001.

years.
“One in three American adults has prediabetes, so the need for prevention has never been greater,” said Sabrina S. Miles, MS, RDN,
LD, program director of outpatient diabetes education at CHRISTUS Good Shepherd Health System. “The PreventT2 program offers a proven approach to preventing or delaying the onset of type 2
diabetes through modest lifestyle changes made with the support of
a coach and one’s peers.”
PreventT2 participants learn how to eat healthy, add physical activity to their routine, manage stress, stay motivated and solve problems that can get in the way of healthy changes. PreventT2 groups
meet over a minimum of several months – often weekly, then monthly – to maintain healthy lifestyle changes. The program’s group setting provides a supportive environment with people who are facing
similar challenges and trying to make the same changes. Together,
participants celebrate their successes and find ways to overcome obstacles.
PreventT2 is part of the National Diabetes Prevention Program
and led by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
The program meets at the CHRISTUS Good Shepperd Institute for
Healthy Living in the classroom on the first floor (follow the signs).
The program is 16-weeks long and will begin with the first meeting
on Thursday, March 14, from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. This program is part
of CHRISTUS Good Shepherd’s commitment to serving their community, and so there is no cost for participants.
PreventT2 is based on research that showed that people with
prediabetes who lost 5 to 7 percent of their body weight (10 to 14
pounds for a 200-pound person) by making modest changes reduced
their risk of developing type 2 diabetes by 58 percent.
Nationwide implementation of the program could greatly reduce
future cases of type 2 diabetes, a serious condition that can lead to
health problems including heart attack; stroke; blindness; kidney
failure; or loss of toes, feet or legs.
“Small changes can add up to a big difference,” added Miles.
“Working with a trained lifestyle coach who provides guidance, PreventT2 participants can make lasting changes together.”
People are more likely to have prediabetes and type 2 diabetes if
they:
* Are 45 years of age or older;
* Are overweight;
* Have a family history of type 2 diabetes;
* Are physically active fewer than three times per week; or
* Have been diagnosed with gestational diabetes during pregnancy or gave birth to a baby weighing more than 9 pounds.
To participate in the PreventT2 Lifestyle Change Program offered
by CHRISTUS Good Shepherd you must fit the following criteria:
* 18 years or older and BMI >= 24 (22 if Asian)
* No previous diagnosis of type 1 or 2 diabetes
* Diagnosis of pre-diabetes (borderline) within the past year or
diagnosis of gestational diabetes (pregnant women who have never
had diabetes before, but who have high blood glucose during pregnancy)

Local men indicted on drug charges
By Phillip Williams
GILMER--The Upshur County Grand Jury returned 24 indictments, 10 of them sealed, and
passed two cases on Feb. 27,
District Attorney Billy Byrd announced Friday.
Defendants, charges and bond
information in the open indictments were as follows, Byrd’s
office said:
Brandon Wayne Mashburn,
36, of Gilmer, driving while intoxicated--subsequent offense
on June 8, 2018, $25,000
David Franklin Childress, 53,
of Gilmer, theft of property less
than $2,500 with two or more
previous convictions last Dec.
24. He remained in county jail

under $5,000 bond.
Tiffany Nicole Watson, 28,
of Gilmer, was charged in separate indictments with assault on
public servant and possession of
controlled substance (methamphetamine), both on April 25,
2018. Bond was set at $15,000
on the assault charge, $10,000
on the drug charge.
Dustin Lee McPherson, 30, of
Gilmer, possession of controlled
substance (methamphetamine)
on May 6, 2018, $10,000
Sean Wesley Canaguier, 19, of
Gladewater, possession of controlled substance (methamphetamine) on May 25, 2018, $5,000
John Marvis McGill, 44, of
Gladewater, possession of con-

trolled substance (methamphetamine) last Dec. 26, $10,000
Thomas Paul Carroll, 28, of
Big Sandy, assault on public servant on Jan. 31, $25,000
Big Sandy resident Seth Lee
Stuck, who turned 18 the day
after his indictment, evading arrest/detention with vehicle on
Jan. 27, $10,000
Daniel Eugene Smith, 46, of
Longview, evading arrest/detention with vehicle on Jan. 25. He
re-mained in county jail under
$25,000 bond.
Gilmer resident Nathaniel
Wayne White, who turns 52
Tuesday, evading arrest/detention with vehicle on Jan. 28,
$10,000

