Recycling @ City Hall
Second Sat., 8 a.m.-Noon

Wednesday, April 10, 2019

Strong storms
leave debris
in its wake

Last weekend’s heavy rains
and high winds left downed trees
across Gladewater roadways and
left some powerlines down and
power outages.
While strong winds and heavy
rains may seem like the main
culprit of downed trees, there are
actually some causes that aren’t
easily noticeable such as root rot
and certain tree diseases, according to arborists. When a tree falls
in your yard there are tree removal companies that can safely cut down and haul away tree
trunks, branches and debris, and
they may also offer services such
as stump removal and stump
grinding. If a tree falls on your
home or roof, contact a general
contractor or a roofing contractor to help repair any damage.
Common Causes
There are a number of reasons why trees fall, even if they
are completely healthy. Severe
weather and strong wind can
cause storm damage to your
home, yard and trees, and even
though they are natural causes that are out of your control,
by keeping up with regular tree
maintenance, you can help minimize the damage. Damaged
roots and diseases are other risk
factors that can lead to toppled
trees, if not caught and addressed
early enough.
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Wind
“Windthrow” is a phenomenon that uproots a tree because
the trunk acts as a lever applying force to the roots. The force
increases with height and taller
trees are more susceptible to
windthrow. All trees are potentially at risk of toppling depending on the force of wind, rain,
ice, snow or any combination
of inclement weather. Trees are
more likely to uproot during
strong winds especially if the

tree is top-heavy which can also
result in tearing, splitting and
limb breakage.
Roots
When roots are weak, shallow
or damaged, storm damage is inevitably more likely. Compacted
soil and poor drainage are both
causes of root problems, which
if left untreated can weaken an
entire tree. If a root ball is too
shallow, the tree lacks lateral
support and is susceptible to uprooting and falling - even with-

out being affected by a storm.
Tree diseases
Detecting and treating disease is a major part of tree
maintenance and different tree
species—and parts of the country—experience different types
of diseases. Tree diseases can be
caused by insects, fungi, decay
and more. If you think you have
a diseased tree, contact a local
arborist or tree maintenance service to get a pest and disease diagnosis.
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The annual Candidate’s Forum, sponsored by the Gladewater
Mirror and the Gladewater Garden Club, will be held this Thursday,
April 11, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce building located at 215 N Main St.
The forum features four candidates running for two seats on the
Gladewater City Council. Election day is May 4.
Incumbent Place 6 councilman Dennis Robertson is seeking a
third term and is being challenged by political newcomer and local
business owner Karla Byrd.
Former city councilman Scott Owens and political newcomer and
GISD teacher and coach Kevin Clark are vying for the Place 7 council seat, currently held by Quyen Tong, who was appointed to the
seat after J.D. Shipp was elected mayor last year. Tong chose not to
run for the seat in the May 4 election.
Place 4 Councilman Nick Foster was not challenged.
Refreshments will be provided by the Gladewater Garden Club.
Questions may be submitted prior to the forum begins - paper and
pen will be available. No questions will be taken from the audience
during the panel discussion.
Early voting begins on Monday, April 22 and goes until Tuesday,
April 30 at City Hall.

On April 13 the American Red Cross will be teaming up
with the Gladewater Fire Department to install free smoke
alarms in Gladewater. Call 903-753-2091 or visit GladewaterFire.com/redcross to register for install. Limit 3 per
household.
A Gladewater Community Resources and Preparedness
Rally will kick off the event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Bumblebee Park on Coach Cooksey Lane. Community partners
such as Longview Dream Center, Special Health Resources, Meals on Wheels, and others will share information on
the resources they offer. There also will be fun activities
for the kids such as a bounce house and games. Special
Health Resources will bring its mobile testing unit.
Here are some examples of Mother Nature’s handy work this past weekend. The wind and rain that came through was
no joke and left the Gladewater Fire Department running on several weather related calls about power lines down, an
automobile rollover which fortunately resulted in no serious injuries, to trees down on Post, Melba and Gay streets
and others and even a tree on a house on Rodeo Street.

Mirror earns NETPA Sweepstakes award
The Gladewater Mirror took
regional press top honors in its
division and the Sweepstakes
title for journalistic excellence
in covering its community in
2018 from the North & East
Texas Press Association’s Better
Newspaper Contest competition.
Awards were presented Saturday
at NETPA’s annual convention
which was held in Tyler.
The Mirror decisively won
its division with the closest
competitor 300 points behind.
In individual awards, Jim
Bardwell received second place
as Photographer of the Year.
Bardwell also won first place in

Sports Photo with the comments
“Jim Bardwell offered up two
outstanding photos. He captured
the decisive moment in bothand threw in a look at a range of
emotions for good measure.”
Bardwell also won first place
in News Photo competition
and Suzanne Bardwell won
first place in Feature Photo
competition and first place in
Editorial Writing with judges
commenting, “Solid, rightbetween-the-eyes
editorials
that do a great job tackling free
speech; sticking up for it and
challenging those who abuse it.”
In Column Writing Suzanne

Bardwell won second place,
and the Mirror with work by
Jim Bardwell took third place
in Headline Writing and second
place in Advertising Design.
In News Writing competition
the Mirror took third place and
in Feature Writing it took second
place with the judges writing,
“The writers really pulled me
along—what interesting yarns!”
The Mirror also took third place
in Sports Writing and third place
in Sports Coverage.
The Mirror took first place in
the regional press competition
with 975 points, the Dublin
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City-wide Cleanup Saturday

Gladewater residents will have the opportunity to deposit bulky,
household garbage and items into dumpsters located along E. Commerce St. in downtown Gladewater during Saturday’s City-Wide
Spring Clean-Up Day.
The City of Gladewater will provide curbside pick-up for any
disabled and senior citizens, as available. To schedule this complimentary service please call: Gladewater Public Works at 903-8452586 no later than noon on Friday, April 12.
Prohibited items include paint, shingles, batteries, chemicals, refrigeration items and commercial waste. These Items will not be accepted.
The monthly recycling drop-off at City Hall will also be held from
8 a.m., to noon on Saturday.
Your help is needed to keep our community clean. Volunteers will
be meeting at the Ken Bennett Pavilion on E. Pacific at 8 a.m. where
they will be dispersed to help in parks and neighborhoods in Gladewater. Trash bags will be provided.
The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce and GEDCO will sponsoring a free hotdog and hamburger lunch at noon for all volunteers.

North & East Texas Press Association newspapers taking top honors in their divisions
in the regional Better Newspaper Contest was announced at Saturday’s awards ceremony in Tyler with Sweepstakes winners: Weekly Div. 5-Gladewater Mirror, publisher Jim
Bardwell; Dailies-Emily Guevara Tyler Morning Telegraph; Weekly Div. 3-Farmersville
Times, Editor Wyndi Viegel; Weekly Div. 4-Sachse News Sonia Duggan; and Semi-Weekly Div. Hood County News-Cher Thompson. 		
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