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GISD
CALENDAR

LONGVIEW
TRADES DAYS

Feb. 9-10
FREE Parking! 

FREE Admission
Longview Fairgrounds

1123 Jaycee Drive
Longview

Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

For Booth Rental Call

903-753-4478

The Gladewater Garden Club met last week with a program by Longview Natural 
Grocers Amber Lankford on edible flowers. Hostesses for the January meeting were 
Tammy White, Nancy Holly, Lorraine Clark and Barbara Kennedy. The next meeting will 
be presented by Longview Lawn & Garden’s Danny Armstrong on “Hate, Hardy Hostas” 
at 1 p.m., Monday, Feb. 25 at the Gardens of Gladewater 108 N. Lee Street. All area 
gardeners are warmly invited to attend.  
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Dean elected to 
represent East Texas 
on Policy Committee 

Before gaveling in last Tuesday’s Legislative Session, members of 
the Texas House Republican Caucus met to elect representatives to 
the Caucus Policy Committee. For the second session in a row, Rep. 
Jay Dean was unanimously elected by his peers to inform policy 
positions on behalf of the East Texas Region. 

“It’s an honor to have the support of my East Texas colleagues, 
and to have again earned their trust to represent our interests be-
fore the whole caucus,” stated Dean. “It is vitally important that East 
Texas has a voice in the policy debates that are beginning to take 
shape--especially those surrounding Property Tax Relief and Public 
School Finance Reform. What works in the urban metropolises is 
not always best for our rural communities, and vice versa. East Tex-
as needs a strong unified voice on these policies and I’m honored 
to take that mantle on behalf of my ETX colleagues to advance the 
interests of our area.” 

The House Republican Caucus Committee meets before every 
Legislative Session to discuss the merits and drawbacks of each bill 
set for a vote. The state is subdivided into five regions, and an equal 
number of members from each region serve on the committee. 

Trent Bolt, a member of Gladewater FFA, caught a calf 
during Fort Worth Stock Show & Rodeo’s Calf Scramble 
February 1, 2019, earning a $500 purchase certificate for 
a show heifer and the chance for up to $12,500 in schol-
arship awards. Bolt’s parents are Michael and Laura Bolt. 
Bolt’s award was sponsored by Joshua Fierer.

2/6, Wednesday
Weldon Elem. Spring 

& Group pictures
2/8, Friday

Solo & Ensemble@PT
Kilgore Varsity Tennis Tourney

3:30-4:30 p.m. GMS NJHS Meeting
4:30/7 p.m. Baseball@Van
5/6:15 p.m. JV/V Boys BB

@West Rusk
5 p.m. Softball vs. New Diana-H

2/9, Saturday
6 pm. Spotlight on GHS

2/12, Tuesday
4:30/7 p.m. Baseball@Brownsboro
5/6:15 p.m. JV/V Bear BB vs. Arp-H

5/7 p.m. B/G Soccer vs. Tatum-H
2/13, Wednesday

Bears & Nobles Book Club to 
Weldon

4 p.m. HoneyBear Officer Tryouts
2/15, Friday

5/7 p.m. G/B/Soccer vs. Kilgore-H
2/15, Saturday

9 a.m.-3 p.m. 100 Inning Game
2/18, Monday

Presidents’ Day-School Holiday

Gladewater Bear Gage Mitchell along with mixed dou-
bles partner Michelle Teve took the court in last Friday’s 
Gladewater Tennis Tourney.  

Photo By Mike Peerysponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

Donate A Boat
or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

 Kilgore College is embarking 
on new territory to enhance 
student success as the first 
college in East Texas to 
implement a revolutionary new 
method of instruction proven to 
increase student success – eight-
week terms.

 Rather than one long 16-week 
fall and spring semester, most 
courses at KC, beginning in the 
fall of 2019, will be divided into 
two eight-week terms with a 
short break inbetween.

 The new eight-week term 
model, called “Focus to Finish,” 
will allow students to work 
smarter, not harder.

 The concept is not a new one, 
with colleges such as Odessa 
College and Amarillo College 
finding great success with the 
new scheduling model.

 “We’ve studied the data from 
schools that have implemented 
this model and were impressed 
with the increase in not only 
student success, but also student 
retention rates and completion 
rates,” said Dr. Brenda Kays, 
KC president. “It became readily 
apparent that a similar redesign 
was warranted at KC.”

 Studies show full-time 
students who take just two or 
three classes every eight weeks 
are better able to maintain focus 
and excel in the classroom.

 “By the ninth week of a 
traditional semester, burnout 
tends to take a toll and dropout 
rates become noticeably higher,” 
Kays said. “With the new eight-
week model, students should 
experience a lower chance of 
burnout due to the shortened 
terms.”

 This scheduling method will 
also give part-time students the 
opportunity to attend KC on a 
full-time basis.

 A student who is able to take 
only two classes at a time could 
do so twice in a single semester 
- by taking two eight-week 
classes during the first half of 
the traditional 16-week semester 
- then taking two more during 
the semester’s second half.

 “Completing four classes 

KC rolls out 8-week model for fall 2019
(a total of 12 semester credit 
hours) in a single semester – two 
classes at a time – will classify a 
student as a full-timer and could 
potentially cut the time they 
spend in pursuit of a certificate 
or degree in half,” Kays said.

 Those who are already full-
time students at KC, or students 
who plan to be, can also expect 
to benefit from the new class 

configuration.
 Studies show that in addition 

to less burnout, students typically 
avoid feeling overwhelmed with 
fewer courses to take at the same 
time, avoid juggling multiple 
assignments and deadlines 
and the model fits well with 
all students whether they are 
overachievers, working students 
or students who tend to struggle 

academically.
 ‘We are laser-focused on 

improving student success,” 
Kays said. “By incorporating 
these eight-week class sequences 
into each full semester, we are 
setting up all of our students for 
success.”

 For more information on 
Focus to Finish, visit www.
kilgore.edu/focustofinish.

Manna House can always used canned fruit, ravioli, 
spaghetti O’s, grape jelly and kid snack items for their 
family food boxes. Food donations may be dropped off at 
the Gladewater Mirror weekdays during business hours 
or Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 
a.m. at Manna House in the southwest corner of city hall. 
Financial donations may be mailed to: Manna House, P.O. 
Box 808, Gladewater 75647.

The Union Grove High School 
Lion brainiacs came home with 
another UIL Academic district 
championship. 

The results included: first 
place Journalism team; News 
Writing-2nd Payton Haley, 4th 
Katy Parman, 5th Olivia Hud-
gens; Copy Editing 6th Olivia 
Hudgens; Editorial Writing-1st 
place Mia Rust, 4th Taylor See; 
Headline Writing 3rd Katelynn 
Vaughn; Feature Writing-5th 
Taylor See; Ready Writing-3rd 
Makena Littlejohn, 4th Tiffany 
Haggard, 5th Michael Byers; 
Prose first place team, Prose-1st 
Maddie Clowers, 2nd Catherine 
Taylor, 6th-Kane Matthew; LD 
Debate-1st Connor Myers, 2nd 
Tyler Rodgers, 3rd Kerigan El-
lis; Top Speaker-Connor Myers; 
Poetry-1st Emily Melton, 2nd 
Kasi Jones, 5th Mireya Evans; 
Persuasive Speaking-1st Lo-
gan Rust, 3rd Connor Myers, 

4th John Caviness; Informative 
Speaking-1st Michael Byers, 2nd 
Catherine Taylor, 3rd Tiffany 
Haggard; CX Debate-1st Tiffany 
Haggard & Michael Byers, 2nd 
Logan Rust & John Caviness; 
3rd Catherine Taylor & Mireya 
Evans; 4th Dakota Arden & Alex 
Prince; Top Speaker Catherine 
Taylor; Calculator Applications 
first place team; Calculator Ap-
plications-1st Catalina Collings, 
3rd Michael Byers, 5th Saylor 
Jasper, 6th Carlos Escabedo; 
Math 2nd place team; math-1st 
Michael Byers, 2nd Catalina 
Collings; Number Sense 4th Mi-
chael Byers; Social Studies 2nd 
place team; Social Studies-3rd 
Makena Littlejohn, 5th Kaeli 
Sartain; Literary Criticism-6th 
Jessalin Thompson; Comput-
er Applications-1st Chandler 
Owens, 2nd Nathan Ferrell, 3rd 
Blake Lampkin; Computer Sci-
ence 2nd place team; Computer 

Science-2nd Chandler Owens; 
Current Issues-1st place team; 
Current Issues 2nd-Catherine 
Taylor, 3rd Logan Rust; Ac-
counting-1st place team; Ac-
counting-1st Catalina Colling, 
2nd Michael Byers, 3rd Taylor 
Allen and 4th Cade Judd.

Union Grove wins UIL Academic 
district championship title

By Phillip Williams
GILMER--After a lengthy discussion, Upshur 

County Commissioners Court on Friday unani-
mously approved a resolution supporting proposed 
state legislation that could lead to elections on cre-
ating additional emergency service districts in the 
county.

Gaston (Bubba) Deberry, chairman of the board 
of the county’s lone such district, brought the matter 
of House Bill 3203 before the court, saying he was 
representing himself, not the district nor any fire 
department. He said some citizens had contacted 
him about “looking into” the fact that current law 
prohibits elections on branching out such districts, 
except in counties with under 20,000 population. 
(Upshur’s exceeds 40,000.)

Deberry said he subsequently contacted State 
Rep. Jay Dean (R-Longview), whose adviser told 
Deberry that Dean would not write a bill to change 
the law “unless he saw some support for it.” Dean’s 
office subsequently received several hundred con-
tacts about the matter, the chairman said.

Deberry said H.B. 3203 would allow Upshur res-
idents in a particular area of the county to petition 
to de-annex from the current district-- which covers 
the county except for three incorporated cities--and 
call an election on forming a new ESD. 

The current district’s 5-member board would 
decide whether to call the election after a petition 

is certified, a public hearing is held, and proof 
is made the new district can cover its area with 
firefighting, he said. In addition, those wanting 
to call the election must pay part of its cost, the 
chairman said.

“There are some advantages to it,” Deberry 
said, adding “I feel like the people of the county 
ought to have a right” to seek such an election. If 
petitioners “map out an area that is way too big,” 
the current district’s board still decides whether 
to call the election, he observed..

Such districts could levy a tax of up to 10 cents 
per $100 valuation, compared to the seven cents 
the current ESD assesses, the chairman noted. 
The district funds several fire departments in ru-
ral areas.

Precinct 3 Commissioner Frank Berka ob-
jected that the proposed bill would permit the 
change in counties with more than 30,000, but 
under 41,000 population--and that Upshur’s is 
not below 41,000. Deberry replied it was under 
that amount in the last census, which would be 
the applicable number.

Said County Judge Todd Tefteller of citizens 
wanting a new district, “I think the theory is, we 
don’t need a million-dollar fire truck out at Grice 
(a tiny rural community)” when another unincor-
porated community, Diana, is growing and has 
fires.

Proposed ESD legislation discussed

Manna House can always used canned fruit, ravioli, 
spaghetti O’s, grape jelly and kid snack items for their 
family food boxes. Food donations may be dropped off at 
the Gladewater Mirror weekdays during business hours 
or Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 
a.m. at Manna House in the southwest corner of city hall. 
Financial donations may be mailed to: Manna House, P.O. 
Box 808, Gladewater 75647.

CBS 19 meteorologist Joel Barnes was the guest speaker 
at the Gladewater Rotary Club’s Thursday noon meeting. 
Any area individuals interested in finding out more about 
the Rotary Club and its area to international service is 
warmly encouraged to attend a Thursday meeting at noon 
in the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce meeting room 
at 215 N. Main Street.  
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By Suzanne Bardwell
Predicting spot on the severe East Texas weather that hit on 

Saturday, CBS 19 meteorologist Joel Barnes was the Rotary Club’s 
speaker at last Thursday’s meeting.

Barnes, originally from Omaha, Nebraska came to Texas by way 
of Colorado in 2017. He and his wife, who was a Montana rancher, 
settled on a small horse ranch near Tyler and plan to put down East 
Texas roots with their 4-month old baby. 

The weatherman is a self-proclaimed football fanatic who was 
himself an All-State football player. Barnes is also a degreed 
meteorologist, sharing with Rotary that when he started in the math-
intensive college program there were 110 students but that only nine 
made it all the way through.

Only 10 percent of meteorologists go into broadcast he said. He 
also pointed out that there is a very real difference between 4-year 
degreed meteorologists and 2-year program meteorologists who 
make up the bulk of broadcast weathermen.

“I was the only one of the nine to go into television,” he said. 
“Most went into careers in the private sector or with government 
agencies.”

Barnes said that predictions are fairly accurate from three days out 
but anything beyond seven days “is like flipping a coin”. With the 
weekend threat of violent weather he spent much of his time speaking  
about that hot topic. He told Rotarians that in the northern hemisphere 
tornadoes are always from the west and emphasized the importance of 
having a weather alert app downloaded on smartphones.

“Sometimes you have only minutes,” Barnes said. “In East Texas 
because of the forests tornadoes are more dangerous. You can’t see 
them coming.”

He said when there is no reliable shelter nearby to drive due south 
for safety and never east. He also said that television stations’ FCC 
Broadcast licenses require them to break into programming and 
remain on camera until a warning is canceled.

“During the Final Four a lot of people were upset,” Barnes said. 
“But we would rather have you safe than entertained and in danger.”

He noted that the radar detecting technology and weather model 
construction have improved greatly since the 1980s. 

“Our number one job is to save lives,” Barnes said. “Everything 
else is fun and flashy. As a meteorologist our passion is helping 
people.”

CBS 19 meteorologist predicts violent weather to Rotary Club
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Winter Wilson and Michael Byers are the April Students of the 
Month for the Rotary Club. The Union Grove High School seniors 
were honored last Thursday. Winter Wilson has been involved in 
varsity cheerleading, basketball, softball, FFA Show Team, FFA 
LDE Team, FFA CDE Team and the National Honor Society. She 
plans to attend Tyler Junior College to become a sonographer. Her 
parents are Allison Byers and Weldon Wilson.

Michael Byers has been involved in nearly every organization 
Union Grove High School offers. He is currently co-treasurer of 
the National Honor Society, a member of the Drama Department 
council, project manager for the aero-science rocketry program, 
and involved in several UIL Academic competition teams including 
the state advancing teams of accounting, debate and informative 
speaking.

Michael is also a proud member of the sweepstakes Lion Marching 
Band where he is feature mallet soloist. Despite his extensive 
extracurricular involvement he has maintained a 4.0 GPA since his 
freshman year and is currently ranked second in his class.

He also works 20 hours a week in a part-time job and volunteers 
once a month to work with children. He plans to attend the University 
of Texas at Austin where he has been accepted into the  extremely 
competitive Business Honors Program. He plans to double major in 
business and finance.  

Wilson, Byers named ‘Students of the Month’

New Braunfels Area Car Club

SWAP MEET
April 19-21, 2019

Comal County Fairgrounds
801 E. Common Street • New Braunfels
www.newbraunfelsareacarclub.com 

No Dogs Please 


