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Byrd, Clark win Gladewater city council seats
By Jim Bardwell

The Gladewater City
Council has two new faces
following Saturday’s election which saw Karla Byrd
unseat 2-term councilman
Dennis Robertson and
Kevin Clark beating former
councilman Scott Owens.
Byrd wound up with 247
votes compared to Robertson’s 138.
Clark outdistanced Owens by 215 votes, 302 to 87.
Incumbents Nick Foster

GISD makes
major admin
changes

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater ISD has announced several administrative changes for the 2019-2020
school year. Gladewater Primary
Principal Amanda Langford has
been named Weldon Elementary
School Principal. Langford has
varied and extensive educational experience in addition to her
six years as Gay Avenue Primary
Principal. She began her career
in Mississippi where she taught
kindergarten, first grade and
served as a literacy coach under
the Reading First initiative.
Langford says that teaching
this impoverished area of the
country had a profound impact
on the direction of her career,
providing the opportunity for
her to learn that education can
truly change a community and a
child’s life.
She completed her Måaster’s
degree from Mississippi College
with an emphasis in dyslexia
therapy. In 2007 she moved to
Texas to be closer to her family and taught third grade and
served as a dyslexia therapist at
Kilgore ISD eventually serving
as assistant principal of Chandler
Elementary in Kilgore. In 2013
she was employed as Gladewater Primary School Principal
and has held that position for six
years.
Current Weldon Elementary
Principal Darren Richardson
has been named a district level
instructional coordinator. One of
Richardon’s primary responsiCONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Gladewater High School
administrator Becky Lanham has been named
one of three finalists for
the Association of Texas
Professional
Educators
Assistant Principal of the
Year.
Courtesy Photo

in Place 4 and Elijah :Sonny” Anderson in Place 5
were unopposed and will
join Byrd and Clark for two
year terms.
Asked what he thought
was the key to his overwhelming victory, Clark
said “I love Gladewater. I
think people respond to
real caring and commitment; but it’s more than
just emotional appeal. I
brought to them an idea, an
idea predicated on the idea

that to achieve dreams we
must plan. This message,
create a plan, was relayed by
family, friends, news outlets
like yours and social media.
It is simple and from the
heart. “
Byrd believes voters
chose her because “I have
spent years being involved
and building a relationship
with people. Those that
have been in my life circle
the last 20 years have been
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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a Nick D. Foster, Place 4
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261

a Elijah Anderson, Place 5

3
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a Karla Byrd, Place 6

0

112
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Dennis Robertson, Place 6

3

83

52

138

a Kevin Clark, Place 7
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154
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Scott E. Owens, Place 7

1

45

41
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Woman dies after
being struck by train
A 36-year-old woman was
killed Saturday evening after
being hit by a train in downtown
Gladewater.
According to Union Pacific Rail Road officials, at about
6:50 p.m. a westbound train hit
Heidi O’Brien near mile post
103, which is across from Ferry
Street.
Gladewater Police reported

The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) will conduct its 27th annual national food drive this Saturday, May 11.
The Stamp Out Hunger® Food Drive, the country’s largest
single-day food drive, provides residents with an easy way to
donate food to those in need.
Customers simply leave their donation of non-perishable food
items next to their mailbox before the delivery of the mail on
Saturday, May 11. Letter carriers will collect these donations on
that day as they deliver mail along their postal routes, and distribute them to local food banks, pantries, shelters and churches.
Visit stampouthungerfooddrive.us to learn more.
Last year, letter carriers collected 71.6 million pounds of food
donations along their postal routes. That brought the total since
the food drive began in 1993 to more than 1.67 billion pounds.

O’Brien was seen spray painting on the railroad tracks
sjhortly before beging struck by the train. She wrote what
appears to be a name on the side of the track.

A memorial was created
near the site where O’Brien
was killed.

O’Brien was spray painting on
the side of the track when she
was struck.
The train’s conductor and
witnesses at a nearby restaurant
told police O’Brien looked up at
the train then continued to spray
paint the track before being hit.
O’Brien was pronounced dead
at the scene. Her body was taken to Croley Funeral Home in
Gladewater.

Union Pacific officials reported no one on the train’s crew was
injured.
Police closed off the downtown railroad crossing that cuts
through Gladewater during the
initial investigation.
O’Brien’s death remains under investigation as officials try
and figure out what caused her
to be on the tracks and not move
from the oncoming train.

Thank a teacher during Teacher Appreciation Week
Teachers are some of the most
important and impactful people
in our lives. Which is why it is
fitting that every May we celebrate the amazing contributions
they make with Teacher Appreciation Week (May 6-10) and
Teacher Appreciation Day (May
7).
Brainly — the world’s largest
peer-to-peer learning community for students, parents and
teachers with more than 150
million users globally— polled
1,000 Americans to discover
which states most appreciate the
amazing impact teachers have
on students.
It turns out there are tons of
interesting things we never knew
about how people feel about
teachers!
Consider this: 91% of Americans have a teacher they remember having had a large positive
impact on their lives. But which
states stand out the most?
The Brainly State Teacher
Appreciation Rankings
Indiana - 100

Mississippi - 100
Nevada - 100
Virginia - 98
Texas - 97
Illinois - 97
Georgia - 96
Michigan - 95
Alabama - 94
Oregon - 93
Connecticut - 93
Here are a few more interesting findings from that survey:
TEACHERS DON’T GET THE RECOGNITION THEY DESERVE
* 83% of Americans said that

teachers don’t get the recognition they should for the massive
impact they have on America’s
youth. In a similar vein, 79% say
that they aren’t paid enough and
should be paid more.
NEARLY 2/3RDS KEEP IN TOUCH
WITH TEACHERS AFTER GRADUATION
* 62% say that keep in touch
with their favorite teachers after leaving school. Maybe it has
something to do with this other
datapoint: 53% point to a teacher’s passion for the work as the

