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If you can read this ... thank a teacher

National Teacher Appreciation
Day & Week is observed on the
Tuesday of the first full week in
May each year.
The National Education
Association describes National
Teacher Day “as a day for
honoring teachers and recognizing
the lasting contributions they
make to our lives.”

Teachers’ Day
Teachers play a critical role
in educating and shaping our
children: the future leaders of our
country. They are kind, patient,
hard-working, dedicated and
understanding professionals that
mold our children’s lives in a
positive direction. We entrust
our children with the teachers,
and they affect their lives on a
daily basis.
HOW TO OBSERVE
It is time to say “Thank You” to
the exceptional teachers that you
know. Let them know that they
are appreciated for all that they do.
Use #TeacherAppreciationDay to
post on social media.
HISTORY
Political and educational
leaders began discussions for a
day to honor teachers in 1944.
In 1953, Eleanor Roosevelt
persuaded the 81st Congress to
proclaim National Teachers’ Day.
Congress declared March 7, 1980,
as National Teacher Day. The
National Education Association
continued to observe Teacher
Day on the first Tuesday in March
until 1985 when the National PTA
established Teacher Appreciation
Week as the first full week of
May. The NEA Representative
Assembly then voted to make the
Tuesday of that week National
Teacher Day.
Whether you’re a student
looking to get a special token
of gratitude for your favorite
educator or a teacher hoping to
score a discount, there are plenty
of deals to be had on and around
Teacher Appreciation Week.

they do present themselves during
the course of a typical school year.
But the following gift ideas
are essentially universal in their
appeal, making them great gifts for
the special educator in your life.
* Handwritten notes from
students: Rather than trinkets that
proclaim “World’s Best Teacher,”
students can write their own
sentiments about their teachers
and present it with a gift card or
another gift that doesn’t take up
much space. A heartfelt note of
appreciation and gratitude can
be all it takes to put a smile on a
teacher’s face this holiday season.
* Food: Food can be enjoyed
in and around the season. Avoid
making items yourself, as some
people are particular about
eating foods that were cooked
in someone else’s kitchen. Stick
to pre-packaged food baskets, or
even treat the teacher to a meal
with a gift card to a restaurant.
* Something scholarly: A gift
that provides a teacher with some
intellectual stimulation might just
do the trick this holiday season.
For example, a set of safety
goggles or a kit for doing in-class

experiments might work well for a
science teacher, while a biography
or a best-selling novel may fit the
bill for English teachers.
* Gift cards: Very often all of
the students in a class donate a
small amount toward a gift card.
Consider a card that is redeemable
at a nearby store or a generic cash
card the teacher can use anywhere
credit and debit cards are accepted.
* Classroom supplies: Budget
constraints have forced many
teachers to supplement classroom
materials out of their own pockets.
So a gift of school supplies or a
gift certificate to an office-supply
store or teacher-supply center may
be greatly appreciated.
* Catered lunch: Consult with
the school principal to set aside
a day when teachers can enjoy
a catered lunch provided by the
students.
Each class parent can collect
funds, which can then be pooled
to host a lunch for the teachers.
When gifting teachers, there are
some gifts to avoid.
* Trinkets and mugs: Through
the years a seasoned teacher has
likely collected a fair share of

trinkets and coffee mugs. Chances
are he or she does not need another
one.
* Perfume and lotion:Avoid
scented lotions, perfumes and
other cosmetic products, as such

items are more personal.
* Overly expensive gifts: Do
not give a gift that is beyond the
standard range of others in the
classroom, which usually falls
between $10 and $20.

It could appear as if you’re
b u y i n g a ff e c t i o n s f o r t h e
student, and it could make
the teacher uncomfortable.

teacher
noun | teach·er | tē-cher

1. one that teaches; especially : one whose
occupation is to instruct, inspire and encourage us
to strive for greatness, live to our fullest potential
and see the best in ourselves!

WAYS TO SAY THANKS
Here are a few choice ways to
save on gifts for teachers.
Few opportunities to thank
teachers for all of the hard work
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To teach
is to touch
a life

forever

www.kilgore.edu

