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Pinewood 
derby slated

Gladewater’s Cub Scouts Pack 
196 will host its Pinewood Derby 
Feb. 26. It will be held at the Glade-
water Former Students Building, 
located at 2509 Hendricks St.

Car check-in is from 9-11 a.m.  
and the race starts at noon. Anyone 
can enter a car to race during the 
outlaw race.  For information con-
tact Carla Bigler at 903-746-2661.

COVID-19
cases drop 

sharply
Perhaps the peak has passed in 

the latest wave of COVID-19 cases 
in Texas, spurred by the omicron 
variant. The Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University 
reported 198,757 new cases in the 
past week, down nearly 100,000 
from the previous week. New deaths 
totaled 1,395, up 15% from the previ-
ous week. The total number of deaths 
in the state since the pandemic began 
about two years ago stands at 80,662.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services reported 10,657 
COVID-19 patients in Texas hospi-
tals, down 16.5% from the previous 
week. DSHS reported 16.987 million 
Texans have been fully vaccinated, 
which is 58.2% of the state’s popula-
tion. An addition 5.98 million Texans 
have received a booster dose.

Manna House and the Clothes 
Closet are open every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday morning 
next to Gladewater City Hall.

At a recent board meeting, it 
was noted that support from more 
local churches is needed at Manna 
House and the Clothes Closet, from 
monetary contributions and food 
to volunteers to help hand out the  
collected food and clothing items.

Financial donations can be sent 
to P.O. Box 808, Gladewater, TX 
75647 and food can be dropped off 
the at the Manna House location or 
at the Gladewater Mirror offi ce at 
211 N. Main Street.

Volunteers, 
food, money 
still needed

Snowmageddon anniversary

Best, worst cities 
for football fans
With Super Bowl LVI just days 

away, the personal-fi nance web-
site WalletHub today released its 
Super Bowl LVI By The Numbers 
infographic together with its report 
on 2022’s Best & Worst Cities 
for Football Fans, as well as ac-
companying videos and expert 
commentary.

To determine the best places for 
loving on America’s favorite sport, 
WalletHub compared more than 
240 U.S. cities with at least one col-
lege or professional football team 
based on 21 key metrics. The data 
set ranges from the number of NFL 
and college football teams to sta-
dium capacity to fan engagement.
1. Pittsburgh, PA 236. Columbia, SC
2. Dallas, TX 237. Louisville, KY
3. Green Bay, WI 238. Lawrence, KS
4. Boston, MA 239. Davidson, NC
5. Los Angeles, CA 240. New Britain, CT
6. New York, NY 241. Stephenville, TX
7. Miami, FL 242. Ithaca, NY
8. New Orleans, LA 243. Providence, RI
9. Cincinnati, OH 244. Valparaiso, IN
10. Indianapolis, IN 245. St. George, UT

By Phillip Williams
Fire during freezing weather Friday morning damaged part of a mobile 

home on Texas 154 just west of Gilmer, said Fire Chief Jerry Taylor.
He said fi refi ghters did not get the names of the home’s occupants, 

who were in the process at the scene of contacting the American Red 
Cross to fi nd housing.

Taylor said the blaze, reported at 8:52 a.m., damaged a bedroom and 
the attic above it, but that the trailer could be salvaged with repairs.

The chief said a man who resided there built a fi re in the corner fi re-
place of a bedroom, and Taylor speculated the blaze went into the attic 
because the trailer’s roof had been replaced with a metal roof, but the 
smokestack was not replaced.

The man discovered the blaze and called the fi re department, Taylor 
said. Nobody was injured. 

By Phillip Williams
A 49-year-old Gilmer woman was killed and a Gilmer man was injured 

in a two-vehicle crash on U.S. 271 outside Gilmer on Tuesday afternoon 
of last week, said the Texas Department of Public Safety.

Verna L. Harris was pronounced dead at 6:59 p.m. at UT Health East 
Texas hospital in Tyler by Smith County Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace 
Mitch Shamburger, the DPS said.

Brendan R. Durkin, 53, was transported to that hospital in stable 
condition, Dark said.

She said preliminary investigation indicated Durkin was northbound 
in a 2005 Chevrolet Astro sport utility vehicle directly behind Harris, 
who slowed her 2003 Nissan Frontier pickup to turn left into a private 
drive on the highway’s west side. The preliminary investigation indicated 
Durkin “failed to control its (the Astro’s) speed” and struck the pickup, 
Dark added.

Durkin was wearing a seat belt, but Harris was not, the spokeswoman 
said. The 5:34 p.m. accident occurred in clear weather on a dry roadway 
about 1.7 miles south of Gilmer, Dark said. DPS Trooper James Payne 
investigated.

Mobile home damaged by fire

Gilmer woman killed in wreckGladewater firefighters worked a one-story residential 
structure fire just west of city limits off Highway 80 Saturday. 
Upon arrival crews saw there was smoke and flame showing 
and immediately started fire attack. Gladewater had mutual 
aid support from Clarksville/Warren City, White Oak, Big 
Sandy, and Sabine Fire Departments. No one was reported 
to be inside.            GFD photo

 Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp was at the frontlines of 
Snowmaggedon from the start to the fi nish. He helped coor-
dinate relief efforts between local and state agencies, kept the 
citizens informed of the situation with daily updates, and like 
others worked all the water and food hand-out locations, as 
well as blanket giveaways.

As we take a look back at the Storm of the Century, we asked 
Mayor Shipp for his insight.

What were Gladewater’s major is-
sues during Snowmageddon?

 As the freezing temperatures and the 
threat of precipitation approached, I be-
lieve we all feared loss of electricity as 
the major issue that would be encountered.  
We would all remain at home and endure 
the storm.  Those lucky enough to have 
a generator would have them whirring in 
the background allowing a more tolerable 
passage of the storm.   We had no idea that 
water would be the issue we encountered.

 When winter weather drops below freezing for consecu-
tive days or nights, its not unusual for a homeowner to open a 

sink tap on exterior walls to protect their lines from freezing.  
What happens when temperatures drop below zero?   All or 
most homeowners open the tap of a sink or sinks within their 
home.  If approximately 3000 water service customers open 
2 or more faucets in their homes with a stream diameter of 
1/8”-1/4” each, you have a cumulative pipe diameter ranging 
from 10-20”.  It doesn’t take long to drain a water tower in 
this scenario.  However, this is something we learned later 
in the storm as we searched for massive leaks around town 
that were never found.

 The water plant was ramped up during the storm in an 
attempt to keep up with demand.  Unfortunately, lines feed-
ing chemicals for the treatment process kept freezing during 
the storm.  As a result, particulates that should be dropping 
out prior to hitting fi lters remained.  Filters clogged and the 
treatment process shutdown to back fl ush fi lters.  Treatment 
began again but we couldn’t keep up with the demand given 
the impact the freezing temperatures had on the chemical feed 
lines.  We had to fi nd those leaks.

 City staff continually searched for the massive break or 
breaks that surely were there creating this demand.  We did 

A look back and what we learned

The Winter Outbreak that occurred on Valen-
tine’s Week 2021 brought not only snow, sleet, 
and freezing rain to Texas, but also extreme cold 
temperatures that lasted for several days. This was 
one of the most impactful winter events in recent 
history that brought multiday road closures, power 
outages, loss of heat, broken pipes, and other so-
cietal impacts for the region. While the damage is 
still being assessed, this will likely go down as the 
fi rst billion dollar disaster of 2021 globally, and 
potentially the most costly weather disaster for the 
state of Texas in history, surpassing even Hurricane 
Harvey from 2017.  

 It all began Wednesday, February 10th when a 
cold front moved through the area bringing the fi rst 
surge of cold air into the region. With this cold air in 
place, lingering precipitation the following day fell 
as sleet and freezing rain across the northwestern 
counties. The fi rst Winter Weather Advisory of this 
prolonged winter event was issued in the morning 
hours of Thursday, February 11th as area roads 
began to become hazardous from the icy precipita-
tion. This Advisory would end up spreading from 
Texas county to Texas county after sunset that 

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 7
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Opinon/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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The Right Move ...
By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
God’s Old Testament prophets spoke numerous times about the coming of a Mes-

siah. But for many centuries the Messiah did not come. Years, decades, then centuries 
passed, and the promise of a coming Messiah went unfulfi lled. 

   We don’t know if any of the Jewish people ever doubted the Messiah was coming 
because He didn’t come quickly, but if they did, they made a terrible mistake, because, 
although God’s promises about the fi rst coming of Christ were not fulfi lled for hundreds 
of years, yet the promises were certain, and eventually Christ did come.

   In a similar way the promises of the second coming of Christ are also sure and 
certain. In the New Testament we are told over and over that Christ will come again—
and He will! However, the 

Scriptures also tell us that because those promises are not quickly fulfi lled, some 
people will disbelieve the promises of Christ’s second coming. In 2 Pet.3: 2-4 the apostle 
Peter wrote Christians, and said: “Be mindful of the words which were spoken before by 
the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 
knowing this fi rst: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their 
own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.’” God knew 
some people would disbelieve His promises about the second coming of Christ, and 
so, the fact that many today disbelieve it should not surprise us. There will always be 
skeptics and doubters who will ridicule, and mock God’s promise that the world is 
moving to a conclusion appointed by the Lord. And why not? For the non-believer, 
human life ,and the material world are all some sort of cosmic accident, which has no 
design or plan. As far as they are concerned, as Paul said, people may as well “eat, 
and drink, for tomorrow they die.” (1 Cor. 15: 32). 

   Just as surely as Christ, according to the Old Testament promises, came the fi rst 
time, so He will come again according to the New Testament promises. The last days 
will be culminated by a last day, “the day of the Lord” (3: 10), when time will end. 
You can depend on it! Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

With infl ation spiking and job openings far outnumber-
ing unemployed persons, it is little surprise that the Federal 
Reserve is signaling a change in the game plan. By clearly 
communicating the thought process and the likely approach, 

the potential for disruptive sur-
prises has been reduced.

The most recent statement 
from the Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) notes that 
indicators of economic activity 
and employment have contin-
ued to strengthen, sectors most 
adversely affected by the pan-
demic have markedly improved, 
and job gains have been solid. 
The recent Omicron-driven 
increase in COVID-19 cases 

was also noted. In fact, the release observed that the “path 
of the economy continues to depend on the course of the 
virus.” No kidding?!

The FOMC noted that supply and demand imbalances 
related to the pandemic and the subsequent reopening have 
contributed to elevated infl ation. Given levels well over the 
2% target and the strength of the labor market, the Commit-
tee indicated that it likely will soon be appropriate to raise 
the target range for the federal funds rate. In addition, the 
monthly pace of asset purchases will be reduced and ended 
in early March, meaning that the FOMC is slowing and then 

stopping this channel of injecting liquidity into the system 
(when the Fed buys bonds, it injects new money into the 
economy).

In addition, the Federal Reserve will be slowing purchases 
of mortgage-backed securities and is setting the stage for 
reducing its multi-trillion-dollar holdings of such assets. 
When the Fed stops buying these securities in volume (as 
it did early in the pandemic to stabilize things), the natural 
outcome is an increase in mortgage rates. While the bump 
is small so far, it will modestly increase the cost of buying 
a house.

On balance, the Fed sees that infl ation is a problem and that 
the labor market is tight. At the same time, there are risks to 
the economy such as new variants. The target range for the 
federal funds rate was therefore maintained, and purchases 
and holdings of securities will continue (though some will 
be winding down). Going forward, policy will be driven by 
a wide range of information including public health, labor 
market conditions, infl ation pressure expectations, supply 
chain status, and fi nancial and international developments.

It’s clearly time for some of the expansive monetary policy 
initiatives needed to keep the economy functional during the 
pandemic to come to a carefully planned conclusion. Some 
analysts are complaining that it is too little, too late, while 
fi nancial markets always seem to want low interest rates. To 
all of those critics on both sides, I would say “chill.” This is 
the right move for the moment, and there’s always the ability 
to adjust as conditions warrant. 

Stay safe!

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

Early primary voting starts 
on Valentine’s Day

Early voting in the March 1 primary begins on Feb. 14 and 
runs through Feb. 25. The last day to apply for a ballot by mail 
is Feb. 18.

There are seven statewide seats on the ballot: governor, 
lieutenant governor, attorney general, land commissioner, 
agriculture commissioner, comptroller and one seat on the rail-
road commission. Winners in the Republican and Democratic 
primaries will face off in the Nov. 8 general election.

GOP incumbent Gov. Greg Abbott faces seven primary op-
ponents, while fi ve candidates are vying for the Democratic 
nomination, with the best-known being Beto O’ Rourke, a 
former candidate for U.S. Senate and the presidency. 

In addition, congressional and state legislative races will be 
on the ballot, as well as county positions. Readers can fi nd out 
who is on the ballot where they are registered to vote on the 
Texas secretary of state’s website: votetexas.gov.

Board awards $26.2 million 
in higher ed grants

A total of 60 Texas higher education institutions will share 
$26.2 million in grants awarded by the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board.

The grants will help Texans gain higher-paying jobs by earn-
ing postsecondary credentials to be made available through two 
programs: the Texas Reskilling Support Fund Grant and the 
Accelerating Credentials of Purpose and Value Grant Program.

The Texas Reskilling Support Fund Grant provides emer-
gency financial support to students whose education was 
disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as displaced 
workers seeking training to return to the workforce and students 
who dropped out of higher education prior to the pandemic but 
are looking to return.

The Accelerating Credentials of Purpose and Value Grant 
Program allows institutions to create or expand short-term, 
industry-recognized postsecondary credentials that incorporate 
skills and knowledge required by high-demand careers that 
stem from digital skills, data analytics, and front-line healthcare 
programs, according to the THECB news release.

“To remain competitive, we must lead the nation at produc-
ing credentials of value that meet the needs of our fast-growing 
economy,” said Commissioner of Higher Education Harrison 
Keller. “We need to emphasize the importance of credentials 
that are affordable, attainable, and bring value to the lives of 
all Texans.

Quagga mussels detected
in Texas reservoir

Invasive quagga mussels have been detected in a Texas 
reservoir for the fi rst time, according to Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department. The discovery was made at the International 
Amistad Reservoir along the Texas-Mexico border near Del Rio. 

Quagga mussels are closely related to the zebra mussels that 
have invaded nearly three dozen Texas lakes since fi rst being 
introduced in Texas in 2009 at Lake Texoma. 

“This detection of invasive quagga mussels is a very unfor-
tunate fi rst for Texas,” said Monica McGarrity, TPWD senior 
scientist for aquatic invasive species. “Quagga mussels can 
inhabit greater depths and are also able to settle on soft sub-
strates like mud or sand in addition to hard surfaces like rock 
or infrastructure—unlike zebra mussels—meaning they can 
colonize more of the lake.”

Quagga mussels are found in the Great Lakes region and 
some western states, according to TPWD. Like the zebra mus-
sel, the quagga mussel is often unknowingly introduced by 
contaminated boats. Boaters are urged to clean, drain and dry 
their boats to prevent the spread of the mussels. 

Unclaimed property webinars planned
The Texas Comptroller’s offi ce is holding a series of free 

training webinars for holders of unclaimed property, such as 
general businesses, city, county and state government agencies, 
fi nancial institutions, oil and gas companies and cooperatives.

Topics to be discussed include an overview of unclaimed 
property rules, state requirements for reporting such property, 
and which reports to use. The schedule of webinars, which 
last two hours, can be found online here: https://tinyurl.
com/2p8fpdpc.

Anyone who wants to see whether they are owed money can 
go to claimittexas.org.
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Police Activity Report
CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

1/30/22 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20220467 0:23 RODEO RODEO ST

RECKLESS DRIVING 20220468 0:54 HWY 80 HWY 80 E

ALARM/OTHER 20220470 2:49 1827 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE.

MISCELLANEOUS 20220471 3:34 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ASSIST 20220473 8:53 1000 FOREST HILL FOREST HILL ST

ABANDONED 911 20220474 9:31 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

ALARM/OTHER 20220475 11:06 1827 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE.

ALARM/OTHER 20220476 12:59 611 W GAY GAY AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20220477 13:38 602 DANIELS DANIELS

MISSING PERSON 20220478 13:53 904 E MARY MARY AVE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20220479 14:00 GLADE CREEK BRIDGE 2000 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ABANDONED 911 20220480 14:29 618 W QUITMAN QUITMAN

FIRE DEPT 20220481 15:19 904 N FULTON FULTON ST

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20220482 15:59 WALKER PHARMACY 402 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220483 16:28 ANTIQUE CAPITAL RV PARK 500 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20220485 16:55 SHEPPARD RD SHEPPARD RD

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220486 17:35 507 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

EMS 20220487 18:14 501 POST POST ST

ASSIST 20220489 19:57 148 PR 3478 PR 3478

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220490 21:29 W COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

EMS 20220491 22:35 609 STARNES STARNES

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220492 22:54 2818 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

1/31/22 EMS 20220493 0:16 1310 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

HARASSMENT 20220494 1:21 46 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS ST

EMS 20220495 1:48 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

10-50 MINOR 20220496 6:12 THE BAR 26237 COUNTRY CLUB COUNTRY CLUB RD

EMS 20220497 7:17 2113 HENDRICKS HENDRICKS

EMS 20220498 7:38 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 01/30/2022, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 02/06/2022, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 02/06/2022

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220499 9:47 O'REILLYS AUTO PARTS 901 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ALARM/OTHER 20220500 10:06 ZIPS LIQUOR STORE 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20220502 16:46 120 PRIVATE ROAD 3039 PRIVATE ROAD 3039

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20220503 18:09 CASH AMERICA PAWN #552 207 S MAIN MAIN ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20220504 19:38 S MAIN S MAIN

HARASSMENT 20220505 19:54 1101 E SHEPPARD E SHEPPARD LN

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20220506 21:47 214 E QUITMAN QUITMAN AVE

2/1/22 FIRE DEPT 20220507 3:27 1102 NORTH NORTH ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220508 4:45 1307 N RODEO RODEO DR

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220509 5:00 1305A E SHEHERD SHEHERD DR

ESCORT 20220510 9:13 CROLEY FUNERAL HOME 401 N CENTER CENTER ST

ALARM/OTHER 20220511 10:09 2805 GUY GUY

EMS 20220512 10:34 HUGMAN-KENT CLINIC 307 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20220513 10:42 LAMBERT'S LIQUOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

ALARM/OTHER 20220514 11:46 314 TAYLOR TAYLOR ST

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20220515 14:23 1007 WALNUT WALNUT ST

10-50 MAJOR 20220516 14:38 233 BORADWAY BORADWAY

MISCELLANEOUS 20220517 15:15 1615 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

CRIM MIS 20220518 16:02 2109 OLD LONGVIEW OLD LONGVIEW HWY

BURGLARY/HABITATION 20220519 16:19 213 W GLADE GLADE ST

CRIM TRESPASS 20220520 17:09 LAND SURVEYING SERVICES 200 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

FALSE 9-1-1 20220521 17:23 23859 CR 374 CR 374

DEADLY CONDUCT 20220522 17:54 777 RICKS RICKS CIRC

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20220523 18:52 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE

ABANDONED 911 20220524 19:53 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

UNAUTHORIZED USE MOTOR VEH 20220525 20:42 602 N POST POST ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220526 22:02 2781 WILLOW OAK WILLOW OAK RD

ALARM/OTHER 20220527 22:08 GRAFF'S ANTIQUES 119 S MAIN MAIN ST

2/2/22 MISCELLANEOUS 20220528 0:45 302 MAPLE MAPLE ST

EMS 20220529 1:39 1612 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP

MISCELLANEOUS 20220530 5:17 1805 HONEYSUCKLE HONEYSUCKLE ST

ASSIST 20220532 7:27 1600 N RODEO N RODEO

TERROR THREAT 20220533 7:54 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ASSIST 20220534 8:22 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ALARM/OTHER 20220535 9:55 ZIPS LIQUOR STORE 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20220536 10:20 RODEO GROUNDS 2502 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO 20220538 10:49 24717 MCCOMIC MCCOMIC

EMS 20220539 13:39 407 N HOWARD N HOWARD

ESCORT 20220540 14:11 CROLEY FUNERAL HOME 401 N CENTER CENTER ST

EMS 20220541 14:12 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

ASSIST 20220542 15:03 1005 E SHEHERD SHEHERD DR

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20220543 15:10 500 S TYLER TYLER

ANIMAL CONTROL 20220544 17:18 1100 LYNN LYNN N

EMS 20220545 17:19 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

ABANDONED 911 20220546 18:54 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

10-50 MAJOR 20220547 21:30 PHILLIP SPRINGS PHILLIP SPRINGS RD

UNAUTHORIZED USE MOTOR VEH 20220548 22:21 305 S COOPER COOPER

2/3/22 HARASSMENT 20220550 4:41 1203 NORTH NORTH ST

ABANDONED 911 20220551 6:55 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

ALARM/OTHER 20220552 9:56 ZIPS LIQUOR STORE 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20220553 10:31 1000 FOREST HILLS FOREST HILLS ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20220554 17:37 810 E PACIFIC AVE E PACIFIC AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220555 18:06 2805 RAMPY RAMPY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20220556 18:13 2104 W PECAN PECAN ST

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20220557 18:28 BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220558 19:03 700 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20220559 19:47 503 N CULVER N CULVER

ALARM/OTHER 20220560 22:42 BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

2/4/22 ALARM/OTHER 20220562 6:45 TEXAS DIE CAST 600 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ASSIST 20220563 10:13 1005 RICHEY RICHEY

FIRE DEPT 20220564 12:32 151 PR 3471 PR 3471

EMS 20220565 13:23 530 NORTH NORTH

ASSIST 20220566 13:30 FAIRVIEW FAIRVIEW

MISCELLANEOUS 20220567 15:53 1509 N LYNN N LYNN

EMS 20220568 16:13 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

HARASSMENT 20220569 17:48 2818 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

EMS 20220571 22:51 1509 N DAISEY DAISEY

2/5/22 MISCELLANEOUS 20220572 2:17 538 NORTH NORTH ST

THEFT 20220573 3:41 CEFCO #79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220574 8:39 SUNBELT MANUFACTURING 100 S PINE PINE ST

BURGLARY/HABITATION 20220575 10:13 407 N HOWARD HOWARD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220576 11:24 3043 EAST LAKE DR EAST LAKE DR
FIRE DEPT 20220577 12:36 BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ESCORT 20220579 17:14 GLADEWATER MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 4716 E HWY 80 HWY 80

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220580 17:44 1911 E LAKE DR E LAKE DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220581 17:51 407 N HOWARD HOWARD

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20220582 18:12 1059 N PAUL PAUL AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220583 20:30 312 HAYNES HAYNES AVE

EMS 20220584 22:44 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ABANDONED 911 20220585 22:51 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

2/6/22 MISCELLANEOUS 20220586 2:02 407 N HOWARD HOWARD

ABANDONED 911 20220587 7:16 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

EMS 20220588 8:16 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 20220589 9:37 943 SANDERS SANDERS ST

ALARM/OTHER 20220590 10:42 2820 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ASSIST 20220591 11:01 54 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS ST

EMS 20220592 11:20 RES-MOR APARTMENTS 700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20220593 11:23 1300 S TYLER TYLER

10-50 MINOR 20220594 11:48 DONNELLY'S LIQUOR 1700 N MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 20220595 11:57 124 N LEE LEE ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20220596 12:20 510 NORTH NORTH ST

FALSE 9-1-1 20220597 12:39

ABANDONED 911 20220598 12:55 414 CEDAR BEND CEDAR BEND RD

ASSIST 20220599 13:51 1515 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP RD

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20220600 13:58 1001 NELWYN NELWYN AVE

EMS 20220601 14:26 131 N LEE LEE DR

ABANDONED 911 20220602 14:29 217 S FERRY FERRY ST

ANIMAL CONTROL 20220603 14:39 ACE HARDWARE 1620 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20220604 16:51 510 WOOD WOOD ST

MISSING PERSON 20220605 17:17 109 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20220606 17:31 GLADEWATER MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 4716 E HWY 80 HWY 80

EMS 20220607 18:08 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

FIRE DEPT 20220608 18:23 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ABANDONED 911 20220609 18:23

The Gladewater Middle School Bears completed the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season as Winners. The 7th grade Bears finished 5-3 District (outscoring 
opponents 256-210) as well as a Second Place Win at the Spring Hill 
Invitational Tournament. The Bears were led by Caleb Balcorta, Travante 
Hanson, Achilles Hess, Christian Jackson, Damarion Johnson, Amarion 
Minter, Dion Patton, Mariano Olvera Perez, Lucas Vasquez, Trayvion Watts, 
Matthew Westbrook, and Terrell Willis. Thank you to GMS Coaches Curtis 
Armstrong, Jeff Hodges, Chase Manley, 7th/8th grade Manager Aubry 
Floyd, and Athletic Director Scott Clower.

The Gladewater Middle School Bears completed the 2021-2022 Basketball 
Season as Winners.  The 8th grade Bears finished 6-2 in District (outscoring 
opponents 276-187). The 8th Grade Bears were led by Elijah Anthony, Luke 
Brown, Mason Budro, Carsin Cooper, Jakobe Crosby, Jeremiah Flanagan, 
Kaidin Harris, Kayson Harris, Grafton Morgan, Christopher Reed, Kyle 
Santos, Keith Taylor, Drue Watson, and Brayson Woods.

ELECT
 ASHLEIGH DUNCAN
for Upshur County Justice of the 

Peace in Precinct 3
My name is Ashleigh Duncan and I am seeking 
the position of Upshur County Justice of the 
Peace in Precinct 3. 
I have been a Christian Republican all my life. I 
believe strongly in our conservative traditional 
family values. I support the Right For Life and 
plan to share my personal story in Austin. I 
support our Right to Bear Arms and hope to 
work closely with the NRA to make sure our 
rights are protected. I fully support our military 
and veterans. I have had the opportunity of joining the Emergency rescue response 
team in Big Sandy and surrounding areas. I believe we should all have our own 
personal liberty and not be mandated to take vaccines to keep our jobs. 
I believe in Border Control. I believe in our small businesses being able to grow and 
prosper, not the big corporates taking our livelihood. I believe in term limits. I want to 
work closely with our Elderly and our veterans so they may contact me with any 
concerns and try to be apart of a solution. This will be my only full time job so I can 
ensure the sub courthouse will be open during business hours and be fully 
operational. I will work with our local law enforcement and be available when called 
upon to address any situation that occurs, and help them in emergency situations. I 
will work with our commissioners to address the concerns within our precinct. My 
goal is to bring fairness and compassion to our justice system for all. I want to be a 
positive change for our Precinct. I have a heart for the younger generation and the 
senior citizens. 
I feel I can bridge the gap in between with the younger upcoming republicans. I’m 
just a normal country girl that wants to make a change for the community. I don’t 
claim to have all the answers. But I will be involved and fighting for the solutions. I 
would appreciate your consideration when voting at the polls on March 1st. 
 Thank y’all and God bless !

Pd for by Ashleigh Duncan
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Sports
Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4

+ Boys Only
* Girls OnlyFOOTBALL

CONFERENCE 3A DIVISION 1

2022-24 OFFICIAL DISTRICT ALIGNMENT

1District
Brownfield
Denver City
Kermit
Lamesa
Slaton

2District
Amarillo River Road
Bushland
Dalhart
Muleshoe
Shallowater

3District
Bowie
Breckenridge
Clyde
Iowa Park
Tuscola Jim Ned
Vernon

4District
Boyd
Brock
Paradise
Peaster
Pilot Point
Ponder
Whitesboro

5District
Bonham
Commerce
Mineola
Mount Vernon
Pottsboro
Rains
Winnsboro

6District
Atlanta
Gladewater
Gladewater Sabine
Jefferson
Tatum
White Oak

7District
Dallas A+
Dallas Gateway
Charter Academy

Dallas Life Oak Cliff
Dallas Madison
Grandview
Inspired Vision
Academy Dallas

Maypearl
West
Whitney

8District
Eustace
Fairfield
Groesbeck
Kemp
Malakoff
Mexia
Teague

9District
Coldspring-Oakhurst
Crockett
Diboll
Huntington
Palestine Westwood
Shepherd
Woodville

10District
Anahuac
Buna
Cleveland Tarkington
Hardin
Kirbyville
Orangefield
Winnie East Chambers

11District
Cameron Yoe
Franklin
Little River Academy
Lorena
McGregor
Rockdale
Troy

12District
Columbus
Hallettsville
Hempstead
Hitchcock
Yoakum

13District
Blanco
Ingram Moore
Llano
Luling
Marion
San Antonio Cole
Universal City
Randolph

14District
Cotulla
Crystal City
Hondo
Jourdanton
Lytle
Poteet

15District
Aransas Pass
Corpus Christi London
Edna
Goliad
Mathis
Palacios
Vanderbilt Industrial

16District
Falfurrias
Lyford
Progreso
Rio Hondo
San Diego
Santa Gertrudis Acad

BASKETBALL

Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4
CONFERENCE 3A

2022-23 OFFICIAL DISTRICT ALIGNMENT + Boys Only

1District
Amarillo River Road
Bushland
Canadian
Dalhart
Spearman
Tulia

2District
Abernathy
Childress
Idalou
Lubbock Roosevelt
Shallowater
Slaton

3District
Brownfield
Denver City
Dimmitt
Friona
Lamesa
Littlefield
Muleshoe
Stanton

4District
Alpine
Crane
Kermit
Odessa Compass
Academy

Presidio
Tornillo

5District
Austin IDEA Montopolis
Blanco
Brady
Comfort
Florence
Ingram Moore
Llano

6District
Ballinger
Clyde
Coahoma
Merkel
San Angelo Grape Creek
San Angelo Texas
Leadership

Tuscola Jim Ned
Wall

7District
Bowie
Henrietta
Holliday
Iowa Park
Jacksboro
Vernon
Wichita Falls City View

8District
Breckenridge
Brock
Comanche
Dublin
Early
Eastland
Millsap
Peaster

9District
Arlington Trinity
Leadership

Cedar Hill Newman
Dallas A+
Dallas Gateway Charter
Academy

Dallas Life Oak Cliff
Dallas Madison
Duncanville Village
Tech

Inspired Vision Academy
Dallas

10District
Boyd
Callisburg
Paradise
Pilot Point
Ponder
Sadler S & S Cons.
Valley View
Whitesboro

11District
Bells
Blue Ridge
Bonham
Gunter
Howe
Leonard
Pottsboro

12District
Commerce
Edgewood
Grand Saline
Lone Oak
Paris Chisum
Pattonville Prairiland
Rains

13District
Big Sandy Harmony
Mineola
Mount Pleasant Chapel
Hill

Mount Vernon
Quitman
Winnsboro
Winona

14District
Atlanta
De Kalb
Hooks
New Boston
Omaha Pewitt
Queen City
Redwater

15District
Daingerfield
Diana New Diana
Gladewater
Gladewater Sabine
Hughes Springs
White Oak

16District
Arp
Elysian Fields
Jefferson
New London West Rusk
Tatum
Troup
Waskom

17District
Clifton
Grandview
Keene
Maypearl
West
Whitney

18District
Blooming Grove
Eustace
Kemp
Malakoff
Mildred
Palmer
Rice
Scurry-Rosser

19District
Cameron Yoe
Lexington
Little River Academy
Lorena
McGregor
Rockdale
Rogers
Troy

20District
Buffalo
Elkhart
Fairfield
Franklin
Groesbeck
Mexia
Palestine Westwood
Teague

21District
Diboll
Hemphill
Huntington
Lufkin Pineywoods
Community Academy

Nacogdoches Central
Heights

Newton
Pollok Central
Woodville

22District
Anahuac
Buna
Hardin
Kirbyville
Kountze
Orangefield
Warren
Winnie East Chambers

23District
Anderson-Shiro
Cleveland Tarkington
Coldspring-Oakhurst
Crockett
New Waverly
Onalaska
Shepherd
Trinity

24District
Boling
Danbury
East Bernard
H. Harmony School of
Discovery

Hempstead
Hitchcock
Van Vleck
Wallis Brazos

25District
Altair Rice
Columbus
Edna
El Maton Tidehaven
Hallettsville
Palacios
Vanderbilt Industrial
Yoakum

26District
Luling
Marion
Nixon Smiley
SA Great Hearts Monte
Vista N

+

SA Great Hearts
Northern Oaks

San Antonio Cole
Universal City Randolph

27District
Jourdanton
Karnes City
Poteet
Poth
South San Antonio West

28District
Cotulla
Crystal City
Dilley
Hondo
Lytle
Natalia

29District
Aransas Pass
George West
Goliad
Mathis
Odem
Taft

30District
Banquete
Corpus Christi London
Falfurrias
Hebbronville
San Diego
Santa Gertrudis Acad

31District
Alamo IDEA Coll Prep
Donna IDEA College
Prep

Edinburg IDEA College
Prep

Edinburg Quest IDEA
Coll Prep

Mission IDEA N Mission
Pharr IDEA College Prep
Vanguard Acad Mozart -
Alamo

Vanguard Acad
Rembrandt - Pharr

Vanguard Beethoven

32District
Brownsville IDEA
Frontier Coll Prep

Brownsville IDEA
Riverview

Brownsville IDEA Sports
Park College Prep

Lyford
Monte Alto
Progreso
Rio Hondo
Santa Rosa
Weslaco IDEA Pike

VOLLEYBALL

Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4
CONFERENCE 3A

2022-23 OFFICIAL DISTRICT ALIGNMENT

1District
Amarillo River Road
Bushland
Dalhart
Dimmitt
Friona

2District
Childress
Idalou
Littlefield
Shallowater
Tulia

3District
Brownfield
Coahoma
Denver City
Lamesa
Odessa Compass
Academy

4District
Alpine
Crane
Kermit
Presidio
Tornillo

5District
Austin IDEA Montopolis
Blanco
Brady
Comfort
Florence
Ingram Moore
Llano

6District
Ballinger
Clyde
San Angelo Grape Creek
San Angelo Texas
Leadership

Tuscola Jim Ned
Wall

7District
Bowie
Henrietta
Holliday
Iowa Park
Jacksboro
Vernon
Wichita Falls City View

8District
Breckenridge
Brock
Comanche
Dublin
Early
Eastland
Millsap
Peaster

9District
Arlington Trinity
Leadership

Cedar Hill Newman
Dallas A+
Dallas Gateway Charter
Academy

Dallas Life Oak Cliff
Dallas Madison
Duncanville Village
Tech

Inspired Vision Academy
Dallas

10District
Boyd
Callisburg
Paradise
Pilot Point
Ponder
Sadler S & S Cons.
Valley View
Whitesboro

11District
Bells
Blue Ridge
Bonham
Gunter
Howe
Leonard
Pottsboro

12District
Commerce
Edgewood
Grand Saline
Lone Oak
Paris Chisum
Pattonville Prairiland
Rains

13District
Big Sandy Harmony
Mineola
Mount Pleasant Chapel
Hill

Mount Vernon
Quitman
Winona

14District
Atlanta
De Kalb
Hooks
New Boston
Omaha Pewitt
Queen City
Redwater

15District
Daingerfield
Diana New Diana
Gladewater
Gladewater Sabine
Hughes Springs
White Oak

16District
Arp
Elysian Fields
Jefferson
New London West Rusk
Tatum
Troup
Waskom

17District
Clifton
Grandview
HSI - Waco
Keene
Maypearl
West
Whitney

18District
Blooming Grove
Eustace
Kemp
Malakoff
Mildred
Palmer
Rice
Scurry-Rosser

19District
Cameron Yoe
Lexington
Little River Academy
Lorena
McGregor
Rockdale
Rogers
Troy

20District
Buffalo
Elkhart
Fairfield
Franklin
Groesbeck
Mexia
Palestine Westwood
Teague

21District
Diboll
Hemphill
Huntington
Nacogdoches Central
Heights

Newton
Woodville

22District
Anahuac
Buna
Hardin
Kirbyville
Kountze
Orangefield
Warren
Winnie East Chambers

23District
Anderson-Shiro
Cleveland Tarkington
Coldspring-Oakhurst
Crockett
New Waverly
Onalaska
Shepherd
Trinity

24District
Boling
Danbury
East Bernard
H. Harmony School of
Discovery

Hempstead
Hitchcock
Van Vleck
Wallis Brazos

25District
Altair Rice
Columbus
Edna
El Maton Tidehaven
Hallettsville
Palacios
Vanderbilt Industrial
Yoakum

26District
Luling
Marion
Nixon Smiley
SA Great Hearts Monte
Vista N

SA Great Hearts
Northern Oaks

San Antonio Cole
Universal City Randolph

27District
Jourdanton
Karnes City
Poteet
Poth
South San Antonio West

28District
Cotulla
Crystal City
Dilley
Hondo
Lytle
Natalia

29District
Aransas Pass
George West
Goliad
Mathis
Odem
Taft

30District
Banquete
Corpus Christi London
Falfurrias
Hebbronville
San Diego
Santa Gertrudis Acad

31District
Alamo IDEA Coll Prep
Donna IDEA College
Prep

Edinburg IDEA College
Prep

Edinburg Quest IDEA
Coll Prep

Mission IDEA N Mission
Pharr IDEA College Prep
Vanguard Acad Mozart -
Alamo

Vanguard Acad
Rembrandt - Pharr

Vanguard Beethoven

32District
Brownsville IDEA
Frontier Coll Prep

Brownsville IDEA
Riverview

Brownsville IDEA Sports
Park College Prep

Lyford
Monte Alto
Progreso
Rio Hondo
Santa Rosa
Weslaco IDEA Pike

Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4

+ Boys Only
* Girls OnlyFOOTBALL

CONFERENCE 2A DIVISION 1

2022-24 OFFICIAL DISTRICT ALIGNMENT

1District
Amarillo Highland
Park

Farwell
Panhandle
Sanford-Fritch
Stinnett West Texas
Stratford

2District
Floydada
New Deal
Olton
Post
Sundown
Tahoka

3District
Anthony
Big Lake Reagan Co.
Christoval
Forsan
Ozona
Sonora

4District
Anson
Cisco
Colorado City
Colorado

Hawley
Olney
Stamford
Winters

5District
Bangs
Coleman
De Leon
Goldthwaite
Hamilton
San Saba
Tolar

6District
Alvord
Nocona
Tioga
Tom Bean
Trenton
Whitewright

7District
Axtell
Cayuga
Italy
Itasca
Kerens
Malakoff Cross Roads
Rio Vista

8District
Bosqueville
Bruceville-Eddy
Crawford
Marlin
Moody
Riesel
Rosebud-Lott
Valley Mills

9District
Alba-Golden
Bogata Rivercrest
Como-Pickton
Cooper
Honey Grove
Quinlan Boles
Wolfe City

10District
Beckville
Big Sandy
Frankston
Gladewater Union
Grove

Harleton
Hawkins
Ore City

11District
Garrison
Grapeland
Joaquin
San Augustine
Shelbyville
Timpson
West Sabine

12District
Centerville
Corrigan-Camden
Groveton
Jewett Leon
Normangee
Saratoga West Hardin

13District
Flatonia
Hearne
Holland
Schulenburg
Thorndale
Thrall
Weimar

14District
Harper
Johnson City LBJ
Junction
Mason
Stockdale

15District
Bloomington
Ganado
Kenedy
Refugio
Shiner
Skidmore-Tynan
Three Rivers

16District
Ben Bolt-Palito Blanco
Freer
La Villa
Premont
Riviera Kaufer
Santa Maria

BASKETBALL

Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4
CONFERENCE 2A

2022-23 OFFICIAL DISTRICT ALIGNMENT

1District
Booker
Gruver
Sanford-Fritch
Stinnett West Texas
Stratford
Sunray

2District
Clarendon
Memphis
Quanah
Shamrock
Wellington
Wheeler

3District
Amarillo Highland Park
Bovina
Boys Ranch
Farwell
Panhandle
Vega

4District
Floydada
Hale Center
Lockney
New Deal
Olton
Ralls
Smyer
Sudan

5District
New Home
Plains
Post
Ropesville Ropes
Seagraves
Sundown
Tahoka

6District
Anthony
Forsan
Fort Hancock
McCamey
Midland Texas
Leadership

Wink

7District
Big Lake Reagan Co.
Christoval
Eldorado
Ozona
Sonora
Sterling City
Water Valley

8District
Bangs
Coleman
Colorado City Colorado
Miles
Roscoe Collegiate
Winters

9District
Archer City
Nocona
Olney
Petrolia
Seymour
Windthorst

10District
Albany
Anson
Cisco
Hamlin
Haskell
Hawley
Stamford

11District
De Leon
Hico
Lipan
Poolville
Ranger
Santo
Tolar

12District
Frost
Hamilton
Italy
Itasca
Rio Vista
Valley Mills

13District
Alvord
Chico
Collinsville
Era
Lindsay
Muenster
Tioga

14District
Celeste
Honey Grove
Ivanhoe Rayburn
Merit Bland
Tom Bean
Trenton
Whitewright
Wolfe City

15District
Alba-Golden
Como-Pickton
Cooper
Cumby
Fruitvale
Quinlan Boles
Sulphur Springs North
Hopkins

16District
Bogata Rivercrest
Clarksville
Detroit
Harts Bluff ECHS
Maud
Simms Bowie

17District
Bosqueville
Bruceville-Eddy
Chilton
Crawford
Moody
Rosebud-Lott
Waco Meyer

18District
Axtell
Bremond
Dawson
Hubbard
Marlin
Mart
Riesel
Wortham

19District
Cayuga
Frankston
Kerens
La Rue La Poynor
Malakoff Cross Roads
Martins Mill

20District
Centerville
Grapeland
Groveton
Jewett Leon
Latexo
Lovelady

21District
Big Sandy
Gladewater Union
Grove

Harleton
Hawkins
Linden-Kildare
McLeod
Ore City

22District
Alto
Cushing
Douglass
Mount Enterprise
New Summerfield
Overton
Price Carlisle

23District
Beckville
Garrison
Gary
Joaquin
Shelbyville
Tenaha
Timpson

24District
Broaddus
Chireno
Colmesneil
Corrigan-Camden
San Augustine
West Sabine
Woden

25District
Dallardsville Big Sandy
Deweyville
Evadale
Hull-Daisetta
Sabine Pass
Saratoga West Hardin

26District
Burton
Iola
Mumford
Normangee
Snook
Somerville

27District
Bartlett
Granger
Hearne
Holland
Milano
Thorndale
Thrall

28District
Bloomington
Flatonia
Ganado
Louise
Schulenburg
Shiner
Weimar

29District
Center Point
Goldthwaite
Harper
Johnson City LBJ
Junction
Mason
San Saba

30District
Brackettville Brackett
Charlotte
Falls City
La Pryor
SA Lee Academy
Sabinal
San Antonio Stacey
Stockdale

31District
Kenedy
Port Aransas
Refugio
Skidmore-Tynan
Three Rivers
Woodsboro
Yorktown

32District
Agua Dulce
Ben Bolt-Palito Blanco
Freer
La Villa
Premont
Riviera Kaufer
Santa Maria

VOLLEYBALL

Region 1 Region 2 Region 3 Region 4
CONFERENCE 2A

2022-23 OFFICIAL DISTRICT ALIGNMENT

1District
Amarillo Highland Park
Memphis
Sanford-Fritch
Stinnett West Texas
Vega

2District
Olton
Plains
Post
Ropesville Ropes

3District
Anthony
Fort Hancock
McCamey
Wink

4District
Big Lake Reagan Co.
Colorado City Colorado
Forsan
Midland Texas
Leadership

Sterling City

5District
Junction
Miles
Sonora
Water Valley

6District
Albany
Bangs
Coleman
Hawley
Ranger

7District
Archer City
Olney
Petrolia
Quanah
Windthorst

8District
De Leon
Hamilton
Hico
Tolar

9District
Alvord
Chico
Nocona
Poolville

10District
Collinsville
Lindsay
Tioga
Tom Bean

11District
Ivanhoe Rayburn
Trenton
Whitewright
Wolfe City

12District
Alba-Golden
Como-Pickton
Cumby
Fruitvale
Quinlan Boles
Sulphur Springs North
Hopkins

13District
Frost
Italy
Itasca
Rio Vista

14District
Axtell
Dawson
Hubbard
Mart
Wortham

15District
Bosqueville
Bruceville-Eddy
Crawford
Moody
Valley Mills
Waco Meyer

16District
Bremond
Chilton
Marlin
Riesel
Rosebud-Lott

17District
Bogata Rivercrest
Clarksville
Detroit
Harts Bluff ECHS

18District
Linden-Kildare
Maud
Ore City
Simms Bowie

19District
Beckville
Big Sandy
Gladewater Union
Grove

Hawkins
Overton
Price Carlisle

20District
Garrison
Gary
San Augustine
Shelbyville
Tenaha
Timpson

21District
Alto
Cayuga
Frankston
Kerens
Malakoff Cross Roads

22District
Centerville
Hearne
Iola
Jewett Leon
Normangee

23District
Colmesneil
Corrigan-Camden
Grapeland
Groveton
Latexo
Lovelady

24District
Deweyville
Evadale
Hull-Daisetta
Sabine Pass
Saratoga West Hardin

25District
Burton
Milano
Mumford
Snook
Somerville

26District
Bartlett
Granger
Holland
Thorndale
Thrall

27District
Flatonia
Ganado
Louise
Schulenburg
Shiner
Weimar

28District
Bloomington
Kenedy
Refugio
Skidmore-Tynan
Woodsboro
Yorktown

29District
Falls City
Johnson City LBJ
SA Lee Academy
San Antonio Stacey
Stockdale

30District
Brackettville Brackett
Center Point
Harper
La Pryor
Sabinal

31District
Agua Dulce
Ben Bolt-Palito Blanco
Charlotte
Freer
Three Rivers

32District
La Villa
Premont
Riviera Kaufer
Santa Maria
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SPORTS ROUNDUP

 Nellie Turner celebrated her 80th birthday at the First Baptist Church on 
Feb. 5 in the McKaig Hall. Daughters, Rhonda Turner Smith and Trecia 
Turner hosted the party.     Photo by Karen White

Garden Club to meet
The Gladewater Garden Club will meet 

Monday, Feb. 28, at 1-2 p.m. at T.W. Lee 
Gardens of Gladewater, located at 21600 CR 
3103, Gladewater.

The program will be “To Enjoy The Daf-
fodils Drive thru Garden,” with Diane Rich-
ardson-Chairman, assisted by Judy Banner and 
Anne Hatfi eld, serving as hostesses. 

Attendees are reminded to bring a plant 
or tool to exchange for the next meeting and 
bring a friend.

Ranger Band member earns seat 
in TCCBDA All-State Band

 Kilgore College Ranger Band tuba player, 
Kade Johnston, has earned a seat in the Texas 
Community College Band Directors Associa-
tion (TCCBDA) All-State Band.

 Johnston, of Gladewater, will represent 
KC in the All-State Band as he travels this 
week with KC’s Director of Bands, Derrick 
Logozzo, to San Antonio for the Texas Mu-
sic Educators Association (TMEA) annual 
conference.

 “This is truly an accomplishment for Kade,” 
Logozzo said. “Musicians showcased at the 
TMEA Clinic/Convention are the best of the 
best in the state of Texas.”

 Johnston will attend clinics and perform 
with the All-State Band at the end of the con-
ference on Saturday.

 Logozzo will also attend clinics and host a 
recruiting booth for KC Ranger Band and the 
KC Music Department.

KC Theatre will present 
Ada & the Engine Feb. 24-27

 Kilgore College Theatre will present “Ada 
& the Engine” by Lauren Gunderson 7:30 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday, Feb. 24-26, 
with a matinee performance 2:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 27.

 General admission tickets are $10 and $7 
for KC students with student ID.

 Discounted ticket-pricing is available for 
groups of 10 or more.

 The play is rated PG so parents are encour-
aged to attend with children younger than 13 
years old.

 The box offi ce will open one hour prior 
to each performance. Face coverings are 
encouraged.

 Purchase tickets online at www.kilgore.edu/
drama or by phone at (903) 983-8126.

 For more information, email the KC Theatre 
Box Offi ce at boxoffi ce@kilgore.edu.

 The play is produced by special arrange-

WHAT’S HAPPENING
ment with Dramatist Play Services.

DPS reminds CDL applicants 
about entry level driver training

 AUSTIN – The Texas Department of 
Public Safety (DPS) is reminding applicants 
for a commercial driver license (CDL) or 
certain endorsements that the Entry Level 
Driver Training (ELDT) requirements begin 
Feb. 7, 2022. Recent inclement weather 
has closed some driver license offices; 
however, the federal requirement has not 
been delayed as a result of these closures.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Ad-
ministration (FMCSA) oversees the ELDT 
regulations, which are designed to improve 
highway safety by ensuring entry level driv-
ers of commercial motor vehicles complete 
minimum federal training requirements 
before being permitted to take certain CDL 
tests.

Anyone who is either applying for a 
Class A or Class B CDL for the fi rst time, 
upgrading an existing CDL to a Class A or 
B, or obtaining a school bus (S), passenger 
(P) or hazardous materials (H) endorsement 
for the fi rst time must meet ELDT require-
ments. Each state must electronically verify 
that an applicant completed the required 
training and certifi cation process before 
administering a CDL skills test or prior to 
the knowledge test for an ‘H’ endorsement.

Commercial driving schools can become 
an approved ELDT provider by registering 
with FMCSA through its Training Provider 
Registry (TPR).

For more information about how the 
federal program works, how to become a 
certifi ed Training Registry Provider and 
what schools are registered to provide 
ELDT training, visit the TPR site.

Customers wishing to obtain or upgrade 
to a CDL will need to book an appoint-
ment. To schedule an appointment or check 
availability, visit the online appointment 
scheduler. You must make an appointment 
online. Upon arrival at the driver license 
offi ce, customers can check-in at the kiosk 
inside or from their mobile device. A re-
minder, customers can only check-in up to 
30 minutes prior to their appointment time.

The department reminds customers who 
have existing appointments, but will not 
be able to keep them, to please cancel as 
soon as they are able. While the department 
is working to serve as many customers as 
possible, people not showing up for their ap-
pointments continues to be a major obstacle. 

Judge Rhonda Welch Seeks Re-Election
I am Rhonda Truitt Welch, a Conservative Republican, who is 
seeking re-election for the office of Justice of the Peace-Precinct 3 
in Upshur County. I am a lifetime resident of Upshur County, and it 
has been a privilege and an honor to serve my constituents. I have 
upheld the oath of this office for more than 15 years, and I am once 
again asking for your support! 
The role of Justice of the Peace is not a simple one. In my court, I 
preside over small claims/debt claims cases, as well as, Class C 
misdemeanor cases. Since my first swearing-in in 2007, the amount 
of money I am able to award in civil cases has grown from $5,000 
then to $20,000 now. I hear eviction cases, issue warrants, and 
collect fines and fees. Along with these more serious aspects of my 
duties, a highlight of my job is to perform marriage ceremonies. It 
is refreshing to witness firsthand the joining of a couple as they 
begin their life together. Along those lines, I recently celebrated my 
own wedding anniversary of 45 years to my wonderful husband, 
Charles! 
My fellow Justices and I have a great working relationship! We all 
spend one week per month doing an on-call rotation that 
encompasses the entire county-not just our respective precincts. 
While on-call, our primary obligations are jail magistration/bail 
settings and death calls. As of this writing, I have, unfortunately, 
signed 348 death certificates. This is the hardest part of my job, and 
professionalism is of utmost importance in these circumstances. I 
am always empathetic to those who have lost a loved one, 
especially since often I know the deceased and/or their families 
personally. 
I am the right candidate for this position. The amount of knowledge 
I have brought to and acquired during my tenure in this office is 
extensive! In addition to keeping up with legislature updates, I also 
receive annual training at the Texas Justice Court Training Center. I 
am a member of the Justices of the Peace and Constables Association 
of Texas (JPCA), the Texas Association of Counties, and was recently 
endorsed by East Texans for Liberty (ET4L). I am an active member 
of my community, and I am proud to be a Gilmerite-just like my 
parents, Betty and Eligah (Dub) Truitt, before me! My dad and 
Vernon Nobles, both WWII veterans, were instrumental in securing 
the WWII cannon that can be seen on the courthouse lawn today! 
I have been blessed to have had the best clerks work with me in my 
office. My current clerk, Christie Craver, and I work with game 
wardens, sheriff’s deputies, city police, and state troopers to uphold 
the law and maintain order. 
Above all else, my ethics and values are the reasons 
I am a respected member in the county. With 
much pride and sincerity, I ask for your support 
once again during this republican primary. 
Thank you! 
Rhonda Truitt Welch
Upshur County Justice of the Peace Precinct 3

Paid For By Rhonda Truitt Welch, Upshur County JP Precinct 3

Gladewater Bears DJ Allen - future TCU Horned Frog - and JaKiyah Bell - 
future Kilgore College Ranger -  signed their respective letters of intent at a 
ceremony held at GHS last week.    Photo by Chris Jones

Lady Bears clinch loop title
The Gladewater Lady Bears clinched back-

to-back District Championships on Senior 
Night roughing up the Lady ‘Necks 81-40. 
JaKiyah Bell erupted for 43 points as well as 
10 rebounds, 8 steals, and a block. 

White Oak struggled under the pressure as 
Gladewater committed to a full court press 
throughout the fi rst half, taking a 47-12 lead 
to the locker room. Other Lady Bears keeping 
the scorekeeper busy included MaKayla Police 
10, Kyla Lincoln 9, Kiyah Parker 7, as well as 
Alexis Boyd, and Kamryn Floyd.

Bears fall to Roughnecks
The Gladewater Bears came up short with a 

49-78 loss to White Oak. Recent TCU football 
commit DJ Allen led the Bears with 14 points 
while teammate Kollin Lewis hit for 13. Glade-
water ends a fi ve game winning streak with 
the loss. Keilan James added 7 to the scoring, 
Michael Lewis and Zavion Woods each had 6, 
and Tyrone Maddox had 3. 

Beckville beats Lions
Beckville jumped ahead early to drop Union 

Grove 80-68. The Lions started cold in a 
game postponed a day from wintery weather 
scoring only 6 points. The Grove got things 
going, outscoring the Bearcats 36-24 over the 
next two periods, entering the 4th only down 
by 8. Beckville rebounded in the 4th to stifl e 
the Lions rally. Aubrey Woodard and Cooper 
Vestal scored 15 apiece, with Woodard also 
grabbing 13 rebounds. Jaxon Daniels led the 
Lions with 17 points. Hunter Cannon led in 
the assist column with 6 while also scoring 7 
points and getting 7 rebounds. Colton Cowan 

also put 7 points on the board for Union 
Grove while Trevor Moore scoring 5 and 
Harlee Kirbis 2. The loss ends a four 
game winning streak for UG including a 
82-49 win over Overton on Feb 1. Vestal 
scorched the Mustangs for 30 points. Eight 
Lions scored against Overton including 
Cowan 12, Kirbis 9, Woodard 8 (and 10 
rebounds), Daniels 8, Cannon 8, Moore 
5, Josh Baker 2.

Lady Bearcats slip by UG
The Lady Bearcats surge ahead in the 

third to edge Union Grove 37-35. Gracie 
Stanford led the Lady Lions scoring 11. 
Macey Roberts followed up with 9 points 
and 13 rebounds. Ava Wightman added 8 
points followed by Taylor Campbell with 
7. Despite the loss, the Grove have gone 
for the 8th straight season with 20 or more 
wins and have qualifi ed for the playoffs 9 
years in a row. 

The 20th win came after the Lady Lions 
took down Overton 30-25 last Tuesday. 
Campbell led that charge with 12 points 
with Gracie Winn scoring 7. 

Lady Cards defeat H. Springs
Claudia Simmons scored 17 to help lead 

the Lady Cardinals past Hughes Springs 
43-17. Seniors Maddie Furrh and Ally 
Gresham score 9 and 6 respectively on 
Senior Night. Other Lady Cards padding 
the score were Ashlynn Davis with 7, Ella 
Roberts 4, Addy Gresham 1, and Ashleigh 
McCormack 1. Sabine sits 21-8 (9-2) with 
only White Oak left to play in the regular 
season.

Teya Grooms takes a shot for Gladewater against the Lady Necks.
Photo by Chris Jones
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evening and continued through Friday morning due to lingering 
precipitation. While this fi rst taste of winter precipitation was 
impacting the region, a stronger Arctic cold front was progressing 
through the country and was expected to reach Texas late Sunday. 

Continued from Page 1

Snowmageddon anniversary

Gladewater Rotarian Leon Word received his Paul 
Harris Fellow certificate at a recent meeting. Word 
was honored for his role in saving the life of 
Gregg County JP Tim Bryan. The judge was the 
guest speaker at a Rotary Club meeting a year 
ago and collapsed just before the meeting began. 
Word jumped into action and performed CPR until 
EMS crews could arrive.

Photo by Darla Ferguson

Gregg County Justice of the Peace, Pct. 2, & 
Gladewater City Judge Tim Bryan was the guest 
speaker at last week’s Gladewater Chamber/
Gladewater EDC Business Breakfast. The judge 
spoke on “being aware” of your surroundings, 
whether it be in church, your business or coming 
and going to work. He said people need to be 
prepared for anything that might arise today for 
their own safety as well as for the safety of 
employees and customers.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

On Friday, February 12th, a Winter Storm Watch was issued for 
Sunday in anticipation for the potential snow, sleet, and freezing 
rain that this Arctic front would bring. A Winter Storm Warning 
ended up getting issued on Saturday, February 13th as sleet and 
freezing rain formed ahead of the approaching cold front. 

As expected, the strong Arctic cold front passed through Texas 
on Sunday (Valentine’s Day). It served as the turning point from a 
signifi cant winter storm the preceded the front to the historic winter 
event that would eventually unfold.

 On Sunday, every square inch of Texas was in a Winter Storm 
Warning. Snow, sleet, and freezing rain began to encroach into 
Southeast Texas Sunday afternoon, and then increased in cover-
age and intensity overnight Sunday night into Monday. Thunder 
snow was reported in some parts of Texas Sunday evening, and 
then thunder sleet occurred along Texas’ coastline Sunday night. 

Roads began to become impassable Sunday evening due to ice 
and snow and some would not become safe until Friday. Tempera-
tures crashed down Sunday night behind the cold front with much 
of Texas getting down into the teens or single digits with wind chills 
down into the single digits or even below zero. 

Because of these conditions, a Hard Freeze Warning and a Wind 
Chill Warning were issued. A combination of the icy conditions 
and extreme cold temperatures caused widespread power outages 
across much of Texas - outages that would last for the next several 
days. In East Texas, which is not on the same power grid as most of 
the state, most residents were saved from power oputages.

The wintry precipitation continued through Monday morning 
with storm total snow/sleet accumulations being around trace along 
the coast, around an inch near the Houston Metro, and up to three 
to six inches up across the north. The extreme cold temperatures 
not just persisted through Tuesday morning, but dipped down even 
colder and produced the coldest morning of the event. The City of 
Houston went down to 13°F, Galveston down to 20°F, and College 
Station bottomed out at just 5°F. 

 Unfortunately, the week wasn’t done yet. Another winter 
storm was anticipated to bring signifi cant freezing rain Tuesday 
night requiring an additional Winter Storm Warning. This new ice 
accumulation, combined with any refreezing of previous moisture, 
continued the hazardous road conditions Tuesday evening through 
the day on Wednesday. Conditions did not improve Wednesday 
night as lingering precipitation brought snow and sleet to the 
northern half of the region that lasted through midday Thursday. 
While the wintry precipitation wound down Thursday evening, 
the dangerously cold temperatures and hazardous road conditions 
continued. It wasn’t until 9 a.m. Saturday morning that the last 
Hard Freeze Warning would expire for this event. 

 There was a total of 8 days, 23 hours, and 23 minutes of winter 
highlights between the fi rst Winter Weather Advisory issued on 
Thursday, February 11th at 9:37am to when the last Hard Freeze 
Warning expired at 9am on Saturday, February 20th. 

 The winter outbreak in February 2021 will be on the minds of 
every Texan for a very long time. 

TRADES DAYS
THIS WEEKEND

Longview Trade Days 
will be held

Jan. 8-9 at the 
Longview 

Fairgrounds
1123 Jaycee Drive

Longview
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Future Dates are:
Feb. 12-13

March 12-13       
April 9-10
May 14-15         
June 11-12
July 9-10        

August 13-14

For Booth Rental Call

903-753-4478
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T exSC A N  Week of
F eb.  6 -1 2 , 2 0 2 2

ACREAGE
Hunting/ investment/ recreational property.  Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION
C alifornia family has sunlit nursery awaiting 
newborn. Secure future, devoted grandparents, gentle 
pet. Generous living expenses paid. Andrew and Erin 
747-788-0260 or attorney 310-663-3467.

ARROWHEADS
I ndian A rrowheads Wanted – Point Type: Clovis, 
Yuma, Firstview & Eden. Must be old, authentic & 
unbroken. Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid – up to 5 
figures for one point. I am a very serious high-end 
collector. Call 979-218-3351.

EMPLOYMENT
J ourdanton P olice –  Now Hiring Texas Peace Officers 
– $2,500 sign-on incentive. TMRS Retirement, uniform 
allowance, certification pay, 13 paid holidays, zero cost 
health, insurance premium, FSA account, required 
equipment provided, competitive salary, dental/
vision policy and more. For complete details contact: 
ekaiser@ jourdantonpd.net.

EVENTS
Southeast T exas B oat, Sport & RV Show – March 
4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas. THE Place to buy 
your new Boat or RV! See 50 Boat and RV Brands in 1 
Location! SouthEastTexasBoatRVShow.com.

Golden T riangle Home & Garden Show – 
March 4-5-6, Ford Park, Beaumont, Texas.   
EVERYTHING FOR THE HOME! See a multitude 
of Home Improvement Professionals in 1 location! 
GoldenTriangleHomeAndGardenShow.com. 

GENERATORS
GE N E R A C  Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
855-704-8579.

REAL ESTATE
C reekside at C amp Verde – Enjoy incredible Hill 
Country living! 5 Acre Creekfront or Creek Access 
Tracts. 20+  mile views. Prime location near Kerrville. 
45 minutes to SA. Hi-speed internet. Excellent 
financing. MUST SEE! Call 877-888-7579, Ext. 569. 
CreeksideatCampVerde.com.

T he C anyons –  Grand opening land sale! Sat. & Sun., 
Feb. 19 & 20, ½  to 1+  acre homesite. Spectacular luxury 
living in the Hill Country, high elevations, huge oaks, 
incredible views. Excellent bank financing, 877-333-
7925 x510, TheCanyonsTX.com or visit us at 23906 
Carina Canyon, San Antonio, TX 78255

B onita O aks R anch – Final Release Land Sale! Sat. & 
Sun., Feb. 12 & 13. Prime North Texas location. 5-acre 
homesites from $79,900; 5 acres & new barndo shell 
only $124,900. Close to several casinos, high-speed 
internet. Excellent land financing 877-333-8830 x15, 
BonitaOaksTX.com.

B elle O aks –  Grand Opening Land Sale Sat. & Sun., 
Feb. 12 & 13. Gorgeous 1+  acre homesites just 15 
minutes to San Antonio. Highest elevation, spectacular 
views, big oaks. Excellent land financing. 866-999-
8966 x895, BelleOaksTX.com.

MEDICAL
D E N T A L  I N SU R A N C E  from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   # 6258

WANTED
F R E O N  WA N T E D :  We pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. Convenient. 
Certified Professionals. Call 312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com 

N eed E xtra C ash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised.  We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Public Notice
TAPR

A public meeting to present the 2020-2021 
Texas Academic Performance Report for 
Gladewater ISD will be held in the Board 
Room of the Administration office located at 
200 E. Broadway.  The meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, February 14, 2022 at 6 pm.  If you 

have any questions please contact 
Dr. Sedric Clark at 903-845-6991. 1-877-333-7925 x510 |TheCanyonsTX.com

or visit us at: 23906 Carina Canyon • San Antonio, TX 78255 

· Spectacular Luxury Living in the Hill Country 
· High Elevations • Huge Oaks • Incredible Views

EXCELLENT BANK FINANCING

½ to 1+ Acre homesites

grand opening land sale!
saturday & sunday | February 19 & 20

Divide & Conquer Moving Sale for Scott & Shawnte Shaver
Thurs., Feb. 10 ~ 7:00-5:30       Fri., Feb. 11 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., Feb. 12 ~ 8:00-2:00
5903 Quail Creek Dr, ~ Tyler TX 75703

Outside S Loop 323 & off S. Broadway turn east onto Rieck Road. Turn right (south) onto 
Quail Creek Dr.  We look forward to seeing you!

This incredible 6740 square foot home, offered by Lindsey Harrison of ReMax, has sold; 
contents and consignments are as follows: several leather sofas & chairs; other sofa; misc. 
chairs; ottomans; din.table/8 chairs; marble top consoles, cabinets, & end tables; TV’s; TV 
(raises & lowers) console; TV wall units; china cabinet; display cabinets; rugs; king bed; 
coffee tables; table & floor lamps; fab. framed orig. art including TX artists; Native Amer.art; 
other framed art; bedding; decorative pillows; arrangements; cost. jewelry; clothes, shoes; 
dishes; stemware; sm. appliances; holiday decorations; baby bed; baby selections; highchair; 
children’s clothes; crosses; books; patio heaters; windchimes; bookshelves; roll top desk; 
computer desk; patio bar stools; kitchen bar stools; bar; swivel bar stools; pool table; card 
game table & 4 chairs; game room art; Xbox games; electronics; dartboard; treadmill; wash. 
& dry.; few golf clubs; soooo much more!! 

Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

A look back and what we learned
Continued from Page 1

fi nd some lines broken but 
they were few and not of a 
diameter to explain the de-
mand.  The towers emptied 
and we were without water.  
The plant couldn’t keep up 
with the demand to allow the 
towers to fi ll.

 As news coverage of the 
impacts of the storm on 
East Texas communities was 
shared, we found we were 
not the only community to 
be without water.  Cities both 
big and small encountered 
this.   Tyler and Palestine 
are two of the larger com-
munities that endured this 
same issue.

 With the news of other 
communities battling empty 
water towers along with no 
discovery of signifi cant wa-
ter breaks in town, we came 
to the realization that the 
cumulative effect of citizens’ 
faucets open was the leak we 
had been searching for day 
and night.  We requested 
citizens to turn their faucets 
off to allow the towers to 
fill.  Most complied and 
water levels were allowed 
to slowly increase within 
the towers.  Water service 
was slow to return to various 
areas of the town as some 
lines had become air locked.  
Fire hydrants were opened to 
allow air to escape and water 
service to return.  

 It was a horrible occur-
rence for our community but 
we were not the only com-
munity to endure water loss 
in Texas.   This lends itself 
to having both cities and 
engineering firms to build 
and share knowledge of this 

occurrence with one another.  
We are working with the 
engineering fi rm, Schaum-
berg and Polk, Inc. (SPI) to 
improve our chemical feed 
location and processes to 
better manage the impact 
that temperature and demand 
has on our water treatment 
plant.   However, we may 
also need to discuss water 
management with citizens 
during extreme cold weather 
events.  A strategy may need 
to be developed in which we 
ask citizens to keep faucets 
off during certain times of 
the day or night to allow the 
water towers to recover from 
the usage.

How would you rate the 
city’s performance during 
this unprecedented situ-
ation?

We had never experi-
enced a weather event like 
Snowmaggedon.  With the 
great frigid unknown on 
the horizon, you prepare for 
what you do know happens 
in freezing temperatures.  
The extreme nature of the 
event took us to new under-
standings of how to prepare 
and respond.

 I feel the city responded 
well given the circumstanc-
es.  We had staff at city hall 
answering the phones, on 
the roads to help motorists, 
repairing leaks, active at 
the plant, and assisting with 
water bottle distribution.   
These staffers worked very 
long and very cold hours 
for our community.  They 
all helped where they could 
despite their designated role 
found on a typical sunny 
day.   It was a team event 

that every citizen would be 
proud of had they seen all of 
our staff functioning to serve 
them during Snowmageddon. 

How would you rate the 
cooperation between local, 
county, state and federal 
agencies as you dealt with 
Snowmageddon?

 While there was involve-
ment at the state and federal 
levels to help all communities 
in Texas, we dealt primarily 
with Gregg County.  Gregg 
County Emergency Man-
agement services organized 
water bottle pallet pickups 
for their communities with-
out water.  We were able 
to receive many pallets of 
bottled water to provide to 
our citizens as a result.

 We are blessed to have the 
neighbor we have in the City 
of White Oak.  White Oak of-
fered their help in providing 
transportation of the fi rst load 
of pallets as well as unload-
ing them.   White Oak also 
offered to send public works 
staff over to help with leak 
repairs.  We did not require 
this help as we didn’t encoun-
ter the number of leaks we 
were anticipating.  However, 
White Oak made it clear that 
they were on standby to help 
out Gladewater.  It was and is 
still very much appreciated.

  
What did you learn from 

Snowmageddon?
 We learned that we do 

need a coordinated citizen 
response for water and food 
distribution.  This was point-
ed out by Councilperson 
Brandy Flanagan.  A coor-
dinated effort through our 

local churches would allow 
for formation of a volunteer 
network to serve this pur-
pose.  Unfortunately, this 
weather event has coincided 
with COVID hampering 
the ability to host a large 
meeting.  However, Coun-
cilperson Flanagan has said 
that several church leaders 
in our community have been 
contacted and are willing to 
help in this endeavor.

What surprised you most 
during this multi-day sur-
vival effort?

 I was disappointed by the 
sheer volume of negativ-
ity found on social media 
during this event.  We love 
our freedom of speech and 
social media has allowed for 
unprecedented reach of our 
speech.  Anyone from any-
where can comment as they 
so choose.  The messages 
are inclusive of almost any 
response imagined.   

 During the multi-day 
event, city updates were met 
with almost 100% negative 
feedback.  Updates were 
qualified as inadequate, 
untimely and withholding 
information as well question-

ing city staff capabilities and 
management of the event.  
These comments were from 
citizens and, due to reach, 
non-citizens.  Of course, no 
social media post is complete 
without trolls.  Those pur-
posely intending to obscure 
the message. 

People were working 10- 
12 hours or longer on behalf 
of the citizens.  This includes 
not only city staff, the city 
manager, the newspaper edi-
tor, the mayor, and council-
members but also volunteers.  
The prior mentioned would 
be those responsible for get-
ting the message out.  We 
would get in late, put our 
heads together and then I 
would compose the message.  
It is unfortunate that with 
all the comments provided 
during those messages that 
very few offered to volun-
teer or ask what they could 
do to help.   Very few of the 
comments said thank you 
to city staff for their efforts.  
Remember, city staff are 
members of social media as 
well.  They along with those 
volunteers read these com-
ments.  As miserable as we all 
were, those on the frontlines 

deserved to be lifted up and 
encouraged during the multi-
day event.  Needless to say, 
I’m not a fan of social media 
and the negative impact it can 
have through the thoughtless 
comments found from those 
not even offering to help.  
Thankfully, our community 
is blessed with far more citi-
zens willing to lend a helping 
hand and they did just that 
during the storm.   Perhaps, 
that’s why there weren’t more 
positive comments, those that 
care about their community 
were too busy helping.

What else would you like 
to comment on from your 
experience during Snow-
mageddon?

  We are fortunate to have 
many wonderful people, 
businesses and churches in 
Gladewater which helped 
throughout this multi-day 
event.  We also had business-
es and churches outside of 
our community lend a help-
ing hand.  We are running the 
Thank You ad run in 2021 
to showcase our apprecia-
tion once more for all those 
that helped our community 
through Snowmageddon.

Earn up to $20,000 by renting
your RV through RVshare!
Learn more and sign up for free today 

rvrent.org/mirror

TRADES DAYS
THIS WEEKEND

Longview Trade Days 
will be held

Feb. 12-13 at the 
Longview 

Fairgrounds
1123 Jaycee Drive

Longview
Saturday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Future Dates are:
March 12-13       

April 9-10
May 14-15         
June 11-12
July 9-10        

August 13-14

For Booth Rental Call

903-753-4478
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Thank you to the incredible staff of the city of Gladewater 
and supporting agencies!
Public Works Department 

Police Department 
Fire Department

Code Enforcement Department 
City Hall Staff

City of White Oak
Gregg County Emergency Management 

Texas Forestry Service

Thank you to all of the volunteers, churches and restaurants that distributed 
water and meals to the citizens of Gladewater!

Thank you citizens of Gladewater for your support of the City and your care 
for one another during the historical weather event!

Gladewater Mayor John JD Shipp, Mayor Pro-tem Elijah Anderson and City Manager Ricky Tow
Councilmembers Scott Owens, Brandy Flanagan, Nick Foster, Rocky Hawkins and Kevin Clark.
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