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By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council ap-

proved a deal at Thursday’s  monthly 
meeting to give Marucci Elite a 10-
year contract to manage the city’s 
ball field.

The agreement was hammered out 
to safegaurd the Gladewater Union 
Grove Youth Baseball Association 
to ensure local ball clubs continue to 
get the use of the field, while Marucci 
Elite brings in tournament play and 
revenue.

Marucci Elite is run by Michael 
Holochuck and Jeff Casey. Holochuck 
is the head baseball coach at Jarvis 
Christian College and has been with 
Jarvis for 10 years. 

Councilmembers Scott Owens, 
Rocky Hawkins and Kevin Clark 
helped negotiate the deal and said 
they were pleased with the contract 
and felt Marucci Elite was the best fit 
for the city.  

Holochuck, who will be paying the 
city $35,000 annually under the con-
tract, said he has 15 youth teams and 
a total of 20+ teams overall including 
softball. He said tournaments create 
traffic, which  allows improvements 
to be done to the fields/facility such 
as  adding artifical turf to the fields in 
a few years.

In other business, the council held 
a public hearing on a request for 
dwelling size variance at 1395 Phillips 
Springs Road. The owner wanted to 
build a 1,000 square foot home, but 
the zoning calls for a minumum of 
1,600 square feet. After much deci-
sion, the coucil denied the request, but 
offered to revisit it for 1,200 square 
feet like the a nearby tract.

The council also will:
l The city recieved a clean 

premilinary financial audit for fiscal 
year 2021.
l  The city also approved hiring the 

professional engineering services of 
Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., for $98,750 
to provide improvements to the water 
treatment plant. 
l The city appointed Ricky Mad-

dox to the Planning & Zoning Com-
mission and Farrell Alexander to an 
alternate board member position. 
l The city appointe Jamie Ballard 

to the Beautification Board to fill one 
vacancy. 
l The city approved a Lake Board 

recommendation for installation of 
artificial fish habitats at Lake Glade-
water. The habitats will be paid for by 
a $183,000 grant through the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife.
l The council also nominated John 

Ussery to fill an unexpired term on 
the Upshur County Appraisal District 
Board of Directors. 

City inks deal 
with Marucci 

Elite on ballpark

The Gladewater Bears Marching Band 
represented our hometown at Walt Disney 
World last week. Gladewater was the first of 
three bands to entertain the packed Main 
Street in the Magic Kingdom.

Photos by Chris Jones

Clower, Langford
stepping down
at year’s end

State, local and federal first responders have been increasingly 
busy with recent response efforts. Over the past seven days, 
firefighters responded to 178 wildfires that burned 108,493 
acres across the state. 

Smith County Emergency Services District 2 firefighters Josh 
Bardwell and John Moore are one of many TIFMAS strike 
teams that are prepositioned west of I-35 for the anticipated 
wildfire danger due to extended drought and dry frontal passage. 

Strike Team 126 has been on the Eastland Complex Eastland 
Complex in Eastland and Brown counties which has been 
actively burning across the state. The more than 54,000-acre 
wildfire prompted evacuations, road closures and damaged 147 
structures. Eastland County Sheriff’s Deputy Sergeant Barbara 
Fenley died in the line of duty while assisting with evacuations.

On Sunday, three new wildfire ignitions in Eastland County 
were absorbed into the Eastland Complex for management 
purposes. The complex, now 30% contained as a whole, 
consists of seven wildfires: Kidd Fire, Eastland County 
(42,333 acres, 40% contained); Blowing Basin Fire, Eastland 
County (est. 241 acres, 50% contained); Cedar Mountain 
Fire, Eastland County (est. 250 acres, 10% contained); Oak 
Mott Fire, Brown County (4,031 acres, 75% contained); 
Wheat Field Fire, Eastland County (7,268 acres, 55% con-
tained); Mangum Fire, Eastland County (est. 11 acres, 85% 
contained); and Walling Fire, Eastland County (383 acres, 
100% contained).

East Texas firefighters lending a hand on state blazes

By Jim Bardwell
Gladewater ISD will be losing 

two members of its coaching and 
administration staffs at the end of 
this school year as GISD Athletic 
Director Scott Clower and Glade-
water Middle School Principal 
and coach Chris Langford will be 
leaving.

Gladewater school board mem-
bers were advised of Clower’s 
retirement and Langford’s resig-
nation at Monday’s school board 
meeting.

In other business, the school 
board approved a Certification of 
Unopposed Candidates  and Order 
of Cancellation for the Gladewater 
ISD Board of Trustees Election of 
May 7, 2022, since none of the 
incumbents were opposed.

Langford presented the “Campus 
Spotlight” for Gladewater Middle 
School and reported mock testing 
scores were up with the 7th Graders 
performing at 70-percent, which 
Langford said was very good. 

William Pearce was named the 
2021-2022 PCAT Bus Driver of 
the Year and was recognized at the 
meeting for his dedication to his 
job and the kids who ride his bus.

The monthly financial report 
shows GISD was in good finan-
cial shape with $13,673,049 in 
general operating revenue and 
$11,102,996 in expenses thus far in 
the year. The school’s debt service 
is at $1,863,050 for revenue and 
$$1,742,837 in expenses, while 
current tax collections are standing 
at 82.44-percent - $6,329,226 – and 
delinquent tax collections are at 
17.06-percent - $199,536.

GISD’s total cash and invest-
ments stand at $12,855,206.

The Board also approved the 
purchase and installation of a NEW 
8-classroom modular building for 
Pre-K classrooms at Gladewater 
Primary in the amount of $551,509.

The Board also approved the 
2022-2023 School Year Calendar.

GHS Bears relax behind the scenes in a staging area for the bands at the Magic Kingdom. 
L-R Jonatan Arreguin, Maddison Teague, Kimberly Vite, Katie Sisk, Antonio Menjivar and 
Brian Van Houten out front.

Smith County Emergency Services District 2 firefighters 
John Moore  and Josh Bardwell.

Storms tear through Upshur County
By Phillip Williams

A tornado, possibly a F-2 tornado, ripped through parts of rural Upshur 
County late Monday, causing injuries, destroying numerous buildings, and 
triggering power outages, but no confirmed deaths as of late Tuesday morning.

The city of Gilmer, where the fire department’s tornado siren sounded around 
10:20 p.m., was struck by heavy rain, but apparently escaped harm despite the 
massive damage which occurred east of the city and near Ore City.

Sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel said Tuesday morning he had “not 
yet been advised of (any) life-threatening injury at this point,” nor how many 
individuals were injured, but that he knew of someone who had suffered a 
fractured bone. National Weather Service meteorologists found new damage 
south of Gilmer consistent with EF-2 damage with top winds at 130 mph.

The storm, which struck the county around 10:20 p.m., damaged dozens of 

buildings, including homes that were “utterly destroyed,” Hazel said. “It was 
strong enough to knock over well-built houses,” he added.

Numerous trees were also felled, leading to cleanup by firefighters and 
the Upshur County Road and Bridge Department. On Tuesday morning, 
emergency agencies were re-visiting areas they searched the night before 
to ensure they didn’t overlook anyone who might be injured, Hazel said.  
Upshur County Sheriff’s officials reported “initial indications are that 
tornadic winds sustained a path from southwest Upshur County, west of 
Highway 271 to Northeast, north of Ore City.  Specific damage includes 
(from southwest to northeast) the areas from FM 2685 and Evergreen 
Road, to Hwy 271 south of Bluebird Rd, then across Hwy 300 to Hwy 
154 south of Gilmer. The track continued to north of Ore City where the 
area of Upshur Landing at Lake of the Pines took significant damage.”



Opinon/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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A Perfect Ten ...
By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE LITTLE WORD “NOT”
Have you ever heard of the “Wicked Bible”? The “Wicked Bible” is what people 

called a printing of the Scriptures in 1631. You see, the printers left the little word 
“not” out of one of the Ten Commandments; the one that says: “Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery.” Of course, leaving that little word “not” out of that verse made it say 
something entirely different than God intended. So people called that misprinted edition 
of the Bible, “The Wicked Bible.” Unfortunately, some people still leave “nots” out of 
the Bible, as well as adding “nots” to the Bible. 

   For example, many preachers leave the “not” out of the Bible’s teaching regarding 
faith only. James 2: 24 says: “Ye see then how that by works a man is justifi ed, and not 
by faith only.” But they leave that “not” out of their teaching, and instead teach the 
idea that salvation is by faith only, when James plainly says it is “not” by faith only! 

   Another example of changing the Scriptures with regard to “not” is 1 Peter 3: 21, 
which says: “The like fi gure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us.” But there 
are those who do not believe that baptism is essential to salvation, who change the “t” to 
a “w” and make it read: “the like fi gure whereunto even baptism doth also not save us.” 

   We don’t need to fool around with the little word “not” because it completely 
changes the Bible’s teaching. That includes the “not” in “Thou shalt not commit adul-
tery,” and the “not” in the Bible’s teaching that justifi cation is “not by faith only.” Yes, 
we are saved by faith, but that doesn’t mean we are saved by faith only. How do we 
know that? Because the Bible teaches salvation is “not” by faith only. We don’t need 
to change the “now” to “not” in 1 Peter 3: 21 either. How do we know that? Because 
the Bible teaches that baptism doth also “now” save us! Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

Texas has won the “Governor’s Cup” – for the tenth 
consecutive time! Site Selection magazine awards the Cup 
to the state with the most major corporate locations and 
expansions each year. To be counted, projects must involve 
a capital investment of at least $1 million, 20 or more new 
jobs, or 20,000 square feet of new construction.

For 2021, Texas had an as-
tounding 1,123 qualifi ed proj-
ects (more than three per day), 
which is 342 above 2020 (and 
the most ever recorded). This 
total more than doubled sec-
ond place Ohio (with 507) and 
far outpaced the remainder of 
the top fi ve of Illinois (480), 
California (301), and North 
Carolina (282).

Some of the Texas triumphs 
are truly massive. The state 
is the site of four of the top 

10 projects in terms of capital investment, including the 
largest (the $30 billion Texas Instruments semiconductor 

facility in Sherman) and the third largest (the $17 billion 
Samsung semiconductor plant in Taylor). Others include 
Nacero (industrial gas) and Covestro (chemicals). Switch 
(data processing) is among the largest in terms of square 
footage. The Texas Instruments project, Amazon.com (retail 
merchandise), and Maxter Healthcare (surgical supplies) are 
near the top for employment. It’s quite a diverse group, illus-
trating the state’s competitiveness across a broad spectrum.

There are multiple factors that engender an accomplish-
ment of this magnitude, refl ecting both natural endowments 
and enlightened decisions spanning generations. Texas has 
a young population, favorable location and climate, infra-
structure to support global commerce, competitive costs, 
attractive incentive programs, regulatory effi ciency, and the 
sheer inertia of ongoing success and the resulting clusters 
of activity.

Several newer initiatives are further supporting expan-
sion, one being the greater investment in basic and applied 
research at Texas universities. We have frequently analyzed 
the potential benefi ts of research universities (including the 
study underlying the legislation that increased funding). The 
impact that they have on the most innovative aspects of the 
economy is profound, from fostering discoveries and their 
commercialization to providing a stream of highly skilled 
graduates, Broadband deployment and support are also criti-
cal to continued economic growth (particularly following the 
pandemic), and recent efforts have been notable.

Texas and its talented cadre of economic development 
professionals are doing many things well, and the proof 
is in the numbers. There is always room for improvement, 
such as reinstating Chapter 313 or a similar program, a key 
tool which will expire at yearend, and making the invest-
ments necessary for world-class public education and job 
training for a growing and diverse population. Texas must 
also avoid discriminatory social policies which hamper the 
ability to attract knowledge workers – and their employers. 
A decade of dominance is laudatory, but economic progress 
is inevitably forward-looking. Let’s keep it up! Stay safe!

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

Sheriff’s deputy dies in wildfi res
An Eastland County sheriff’s deputy died Thursday as wildfi res 

swept through several small Texas communities west of Dallas, 
destroying at least 50 homes and charring more than 54,000 
acres as of Sunday.

Deputy Sgt. Barbara Fenley died while going door to door 
warning people to fl ee, according to the Austin American-
Statesman. 

Sgt. Fenley ran off a smoke-covered road and was engulfed in 
the fi re, the sheriff said.

Several wildfi res merged to form what is now known as the 
Eastland Complex fi re. The blaze started last Thursday afternoon 
and in less than three hours destroyed 86 houses in Carbon, a 
town of just 272 residents in Eastland County, about 120 miles 
west of Dallas.

Gov. Greg Abbott issued a disaster declaration for 11 counties 
in response to the wildfi res. 

“I commend the hard work and selfl ess acts of thousands of 
fi rst responders and fi refi ghters who are risking their own lives 
to protect our communities,” Abbott said.  “I also ask Texans to 
join me in praying for those who have been affected by these 
wildfi res, including Eastland County Deputy Barbara Fenley, 
who was tragically killed while trying to save lives.”

Two dozen teachers added to task force
The Texas Education Agency has added two dozen teachers 

to its recently formed Teacher Vacancy Task Force. TEA faced 
criticism when the original 28-member panel only contained 
two teachers, with high-level administrators making up the rest. 

The task force was formed at the behest of Abbott in response 
to a growing shortage of teachers across the state. Its goal is to 
“better understand the signifi cant staffi ng challenges facing Texas 
public schools and to make comprehensive recommendations to 
address these issues,” according to TEA.

Josue Torres of Forney, an elementary school math teacher 
from Dallas ISD, will serve as chair of the task force. 

“The reason I got into education is because I believe that a 
student’s zip code shouldn’t determine his or her fate,” Torres 
said. “This task force has the ability to recommend the needed 
changes and innovative solutions necessary to ensure all Texas 
students have access to the high-quality educators they deserve.”

Nominations sought for Heroes for Children
Thousands of Texas volunteer at the state’s public schools, 

and the State Board of Education would like to recognize some 
of them with a Heroes for Children Award. Any Texas resident 
who contributes time, service or support to public schools and 
student can be nominated. School employees or elected offi cials 
are not eligible. 

One recipient will be chosen for each of the 15 SBOE districts 
in the state. Award recipients will be recognized at the board’s 
September meeting. The deadline for nominations is July 15. 
Additional information and access to the nomination form can 
be found at https://tea.texas.gov/Heroes_for_Children.aspx .

COVID-19 cases still dropping
The number of new COVID-19 cases dropped once again to 

18,744 in the past week, according to the Coronavirus Resource 
Center at Johns Hopkins University, with 418 deaths recorded. 
Two months ago, largely as a result of the omicron variant, 
440,341 cases were reported along with 2,311 deaths.

The number of lab-confi rmed COVID-19 hospitalizations also 
dropped to 1,605, according to the Texas Department of State 
Health Services, down 20% from the previous week.

DSHS reports 17.373 million Texans are fully vaccinated, 
which is 59.6% of the total population. In addition, 6.429 million 
of the state’s residents have received a booster dose.

2021 second-deadliest year on Texas roads
Traffi c fatalities in the state were up 15% last year, making 

2021 the second-deadliest year on Texas roads with 4,480 people 
killed — the highest total since 1981, according to the Texas 
Department of Transportation.

Commissioner Laura Ryan pointed out that roadway safety 
is a shared responsibility between the public, engineers and law 
enforcement.  In 2021, 1,522 people died because of speed-related 
causes, and 1,219 were killed because they were not wearing seat 
belts, Ryan said. 

“Driver behavior is one of the causes but also one of the most 
important solutions,” she said. 

With increased focus on engineering, enforcement and on the 
critical role drivers play in road safety, Ryan and TxDOT leaders 
believe the state can end the streak of daily deaths.

To boldly go...
Do you have a handful of memories that you keep tucked 

away for those days when you need a break, a smile or a bit 
of inspiration? You know, those serendipitous unexpected 
gifts that pack a wallop of joy into some very brief moments?

On Friday, I called NASA Astronaut Story Musgrave who 
is the speaker for Thursday’s Chamber of Commerce ban-
quet. We had a fascinating conversation which was followed 
by three days of emails that often had little to do with the 
background for the story I was writing and everything to do 
with my insatiable curiosity and his phenomenal brilliance 
and generosity. He is probably the most intelligent person 
I have ever had the pleasure to speak with, and trust me I 
have been exposed to some fascinating people in my life.

I was starstruck at the job title astronaut, but he has been, 
and is, so much more. I hope that you are all planning on at-
tending the Chamber Banquet so you can see for yourselves.

Hubby Jim and I fi t right in the middle of the Baby Boom 
generation that saw the birth of the Space Race. Our he-
roes were the fi rst astronauts and we avidly watched every 
televised launch. We were fans of space reality and SciFi, 
waiting each week for the next episode of “Star Trek” which 
our fathers didn’t understand or like at all. Space exploration 
inspired us. It still does.

What space did for my generation was to give us hope. 
Think about it. When we were born the Cold War was heating 
up to boiling over. During the Cuban Missile Crisis we had 
bomb drills rather than fi re drills. As a 5-year old fi rst grader 
I was smart enough to know that ducking under my desk 
with a spelling book over my head wasn’t going to save me 
from ICBMs (intercontinental ballistic missiles). And yes, we 
knew what those words meant because our families watched 
the news. That news was not about people’s opinions and 
social media events gone viral. It was about what mattered 
that day and for the future.

When Neil Armstrong took that ‘one small step for man 
and a giant leap for mankind’ we took it with him. I still 
believe that investing in space exploration and research 

will help write mankind a brighter future. All you have to 
do is open your microwave, use your Corning Ware or have 
certain medical tests to experience fi rst hand what research 
for the space program brought us.

The mystique and infi nite wonder of space has inspired us 
all our lives. We packed up our son when he was little and 
made several pilgrimages to NASA in Houston and twice to 
Cape Canaveral. Wonderful memories indeed.

I have met several astronauts including Sally Ride and 
Buzz Aldrin. But the all time best was when Jimmy took 
me with him on a press event where Alan Shepard, Scott 
Carpenter, Wally Schirra and Gordon Cooper, all of who 
were a part of the famed ‘Original Seven’ astronauts, were 
promoting NASA’s programs. If you don’t know who these 
giants of the space program are, fi e! and shame on you! 
Check out the movie “The Right Stuff” or read the book.

I got to meet all four gentlemen and get their autographs 
which was goose bump inspiring. It still is. But what makes 
me laugh every time I think about it, is that Wally Schirra who 
was the only NASA astronaut to participate in the Mercury, 
Gemini and Apollo programs winked at me. Yep, one of my 
claims to fame is that an astronaut winked at me. And not 
just any astronaut, but one of the Originals.

Which brings me back to my conversations with Dr. Mus-
grave. He is one of the greats of the Space Shuttle program 
and he is coming to Gladewater. He also happens to be one 
of the acknowledged great minds of our time and he is going 
to help us celebrate the 84th year of our Chamber of Com-
merce. That is pretty phenomenal in of itself. That gives me 
a great deal of hope for our future.

Maybe it is time for Gladewater to “boldly go” into its 
future focused on what drove the space program, qualities 
like discipline, innovation and vision. That sounds pretty 
exciting to me. What about you? Are you ready to take a leap?

 It is time.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE: Suzanne’s weekly columns meant 
a lot to many people over the years and I have received 
many requests to rerun her columns. I miss them too. 
So here is the “Best of Suzanne Bardwell.” I hope you 
enjoy them.
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OBITUARIES
SUETIE MARIE WOODS

Suetie Marie Woods died at Hospice of East Texas in Tyler 
on March 15 at the age of 93.  Services were held Saturday, 
March 19 at 10am at Gladewater Memorial Cemetery under 
the direction of Croley Funeral Home. 

ELVA MAE FINLEY
Elva Mae Finley, 84 of Gladewater, passed away peace-

fully after a lengthy illness on March 12, 2022.   She left 
this earth to join Kenneth W. Finley, her husband of 66 years 
who passed away in 2011.

Elva was born in 1937 to John 
and Geneva Iwig in Alamogordo, 
New Mexico.  It was there she 
met and married Kenneth Finley 
in 1955. 

Elva was a Christian, a wonder-
ful wife, a loving mother to four 
children, and a master home cook.  
She loved her family and dedicated 
her life to being at home with them.  
She was always busy; she cooked, 
sewed, loved gardening, music and 

hosted many family events.  Her love of family and the Lord 
was never doubted.  She was tender hearted and loved to sit 
down and visit.  She always had time for anyone who needed 
her, and she was so very loved by her family.  

She will be sorely missed by her four children: Dianna East 
of Warrenton, Oregon; Kim Hamilton and her husband Mike 
of Huntsville; Darla Mitcham of Gladewater; and Kenneth 
Finley, Jr.  and his wife Jeanie of Gladewater. Elva has (5) 
grandchildren, (2) step grandchildren, (14) great grandchil-
dren and (2) great-great grandchildren.

Graveside services are scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on Saturday 
March 19th at Sunset Memorial Cemetery in Gilmer.

VIVION EUGENE MITCHAM
Vivion Eugene Mitcham, 93, of Gladewater passed away 

on March 14, 2022. Vivion Eugene “Mitch” Mitcham was 
born on April 22, 1928 to Vivion and Blanche Mitcham in 
Sharp, Texas.

After Vivion graduated from Sharp High School in 1945, 
he went on to join the Merchant 
Marines and later the Army. Vivion 
was blessed with 3 sons; Ronald 
Eugene Mitcham, Randy Mitcham, 
and Mark Preston Mitcham. In 
1963, Vivion met Margaret Elaine 
Stewart in Arlington. Vivion and 
Margaret married in Dallas on 
November 22, 1963.

Professional history professions 
ranged from cotton farmer, ma-
rine, soldier, mechanic, painter, 

surveyor, contractor, home builder, developer, restaurateur, 
boutique owner, rancher, ostrich farmer, golf course owner 
and operator, as well as gold miner, and was an entrepre-
neur in every sense of the word. Vivion accepted the Lord 
as his savior on Easter Sunday in 1969, at the age of 41, 
and went on to be one of the most Godly men that many 
have ever known. He served as a deacon at North Phoenix 
Baptist Church, Phoenix, Arizona, First Baptist Church, 
Gladewater and chairman of deacons at Friendship Baptist 
Church, Gladewater for several decades. He often could 
be seen around town, sporting a fedora, singing a tune and 
telling others about how God had blessed him. As hard as 
he worked, he enjoyed his hobbies, which included, golfi ng 
at renowned courses all over the world, mowing meticulous 
lines in his yard, and traveling with his bride of 56 years. In 
all his travels all over the world, he never found a burger he 
liked better than the ones made by his old buddy, Ronnie 
Maxey at Juicy’s.

Vivion was preceded in death by his wife, Margaret 
Elaine Mitcham, father, Vivion Mitcham, mother, Blanche 
Mitcham, sister, Doris Andrews and brother-in-law, James 
(JC) Andrews, brothers, JW and Odell Mitcham.

Vivion is survived by son, Mark Mitcham and wife Sta-
cey of Gladewater, son, Ronald Mitcham of Kilgore and 
son Randy Mitcham of Irving, as well as 2 granddaughters, 
Kaylee Mitcham of Kilgore and Keatin “Kitty” Mitcham 
of Longview.

Visitation was held Wednesday, March 16, 2022 at Croley 
Funeral Home, Gladewater. Graveside Services were held 
at Friendship Baptist Church, Gladewater on Thursday, 
March 17th.

Honorary Pallbearers are Dub Floyd, Alfredo “Jack” 
Jacaman, Larry Melton, Levi Jacaman, Brenton Robinson 
and Billy Eason.  

Gladewater 
Lion’s Club 

Pancake Breakfast
 at Gusher Days
April 16th, 2022

7AM to 10:30AM
Main Street Pavilion

(Next to Downtown Derrick)
$7.00 a plate

All proceeds fund our charity projects

By Phillip Williams
After delaying action on the matter for weeks, Upshur 

County Commissioners Court last week fi nally accepted 
the lowest bid submitted on gasoline and diesel fuel for the 
Road and Bridge Department.

The court voted 4-0, with one abstention, to accept the bid 
from its current provider, Indiana-based Petroleum Traders. 
It was about $6,000 lower than the next lowest bid from 
Eagle Fuel and Oil. 

County Road Administrator Andy Jordan had indicated in 
the past he preferred Eagle’s bid due to concerns he had about 
Petroleum, and told the court Tuesday that certain factors 
would mean Eagle’s bid “will come in cheaper” than its com-
petitor. He told the court at its March 15 meeting in Gilmer, 
however, he was agreeable to accepting Petroleum’s bid.

Petroleum received notice from the county that the court 
was considering taking another fi rm’s bid, and County Judge 
Todd Tefteller said Petroleum replied by letter.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Dustin Nicholson abstained from 
the vote to avoid a confl ict of interest due to the nature of his 
business. Tefteller and Commissioners Jay W. Miller, Gene 
Dolle and Mike Ashley approved awarding the bid.

In another matter, the court tabled letting Jordan’s depart-
ment buy and install an 8,000 gallon gas tank after he said 
he had not yet obtained two bids for that.

Commissioners also approved repairing and resurfacing 
portions of Buffalo Street that lie west of the Gilmer city 
limits.

In another matter, they approved letting the Credit Union 
of Texas hire and pay a commercial real estate appraiser to 
determine value of the vacant lot which the county owns 
on the north side of the courthouse square. It is beside the 
Roberts Building.

In other action, the court approved accepting donation of 
about 200 used railroad ties from Union Pacifi c Railroad to 
be used in constructing a rural shooting range for Sheriff 
Larry Webb’s offi ce.

Sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel told the court the ties 
would block bullets from straying at the planned range, to 
be located at the county’s pug mill site on Cottonwood Road 
in Pritchett community.

The court also accepted Mike Fennell’s resignation from 
the board of Upshur County Emergency Services District 
No. 1. Dolle said Fennell moved out of the county.

In addition, commissioners approved continuing to use 
Learn as the county library’s internet provider after County 
Librarian Cynthia King said the fi rm would freeze its price 
for four years in exchange for a four-year renewal.

The court also approved a resolution to apply for a state 
grant for the county’s “Family Violence Intervention Pro-
gram Project.”

In other business, commissioners:
--approved Gilmer Area Farmers Market’s request to 

use the aforementioned vacant lot for certain dates in April 
through August.

--approved letting the Gilmer Area Chamber of Commerce 
use the courthouse lawn and vacant lot for an April 16 Easter 
egg hunt, the May 7 Cherokee Rose Festival and the May 
21 “ARTWALK: Art on the Bricks” event.

--approved LiveGilmer.com’s request to use the lawn for 
the “Risk It for the Brisket” contest this Friday and Saturday 
(see separate story.)

--accepted, for display in the courthouse, a county map 
donated by East Texans for Liberty. It shows the precinct 
boundaries for political parties’ precinct chairmanships, 
county commissioners, and justices of the peace.

--voted 3-2, with Miller and Nicholson opposing, to use 
up to $9,000 in federal grant funds for a new shed for the 
county maintenance department to store tools and equip-
ment. Building maintenance supervisor Gene Crutsinger 
said the current shed was in “terrible” shape, but the two 
commissioners did not say why they opposed a new one.

--approved having a commercial real estate appraisal of 
the vacant lot, which Tefteller said the county may sell or 
lease. Credit Union of Texas will hire and pay the appraiser.

--approved paying up to $9,000 for attorney fees and costs 
of court related to court-initiated guardianships.

--approved spending up to $11,000 for costs of holding 
the May 7 election on proposed amendments to the state 
constitution.

--recognized some members of the “Upshur County 4-H 
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Champion 4-H Meat 
Judging Team.” Kaitlyn Slover, a county extension agent, 
displayed the team’s trophy.

Upshur court oks bid on gasoline

To Advertise Your Business 
Call Us At 903-845-2235
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Storytime held each Thursday
Two books will be read to small children at each of the 

Upshur County Library’s two weekly “Storytime” sessions in 
Gilmer Thursday.

“Curious George” by H.A. Rey, and “Grumpy Monkey” by 
Suzanne Lang, will be presented at the 10 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. 
sessions, said the library’s children’s coordinator, Kari Dunn.

A craft will follow each Storytime, Dunn added.
The library is at 702 W. Tyler (which is also Texas Hwy. 154.)
Although the events are free to the public, children under age 

12 must be accompanied by an adult. For more information, 
contact the library at (903) 843-5001 or visit its website at www.
youseemore.com/upshur.

Upshur Dems elect delegates
The Upshur County Democratic Convention viewed a video 

address by the party’s gubernatorial nominee, Beto O’Rourke, 
and elected delegates to the party’s state convention Saturday 
morning.

Six delegates attended the meeting at the Solid Rock House 
of Praise in Gilmer. Some of those elected as state delegates 
did not attend the county convention, and some delegates to 
Saturday’s gathering declined election as state delegates.

Elected as delegates to the state convension, set July 14-16 in 
Dallas, were Alma Wells, Mary Rabb, Carlyn Short, Jurel White 
and Cheryl Beal Jackson. Winifred Jackson and Ben Dickerson 
of Diana are automatically voting “ex-offi cio” delegates to the 
convention due to their positions, Jackson as county chairman 
and Dickerson as a member of the State Democratic Executive 
Committee.

Delegates to the county convention included the chairman, 
Short, Rhonda Bigham, Debra K. Brinkley, Cheryl Jackson and 
Gilmer school board member Gloria King. Those who were 
not elected state delegates declined to be for various reasons, 
Winifred Jackson said Monday. 

The convention also adopted a resolution opposing the pro-
posed Marvin Nichols Reservoir.

In his address, O’Rourke assailed his Republican opponent, 
Gov. Greg Abbott, for supporting restricting abortion, allowing 
the carrying of fi rearms without a background check, and the 
“attack on teachers and other educators.

“We’re going to prosecute the case against Greg Abbott” be-
cause of rising electric bills, letting billionaires make money as 
people froze, and “trying to defund our public schools” by using 
vouchers to send students to private schools, O’Rourke said. 

The nominee additionally charged Texas has “tried harder 
than any other” state to suppress voting.

O’Rourke said he wanted to focus the state on “great jobs, 
world class schools and expanding Medicaid.” In addition, he 
said his campaign has 55,000 volunteers, and that the election of 
17 black judges in Harris County is “a taste of what is to come.”

The resolution on the potential reservoir said opposition to it 
is based on the nation being “made secure by the preservation 
of our precious natural resources.” It adds that the project, pro-
posed to be established “on the main stem of the Sulphur River 
in Red River, Titus and Franklin Counties, would fl ood 66,000 
acres of heritage farmland, hardwood forest and wetlands.

“Over half of the land to be taken is bottomland hardwood 
forest or other forested wetlands and upland forest,” the resolu-
tion continued, adding “at least 80 percent of the water produced 
by the proposed reservoir would be piped to the Dallas-Fort 
Worth Metroplex.”

Jackson also announced the county’s Democratic Party would 
hold a public meeting at 6 p.m. Monday (March 28) at the same 
location as Saturday’s convention, 613 Cass.

Camp takes students from pasture to plate
FORT WORTH  – Summer camp just got beefed up.

 Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association announced 
it will host it’s fi rst TSCRA Cattle Raisers Roundup July 25-29. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING

JOHNSON 
FAMILY ROOFING

     Family owned for over 40 years
Replacement or repairs, we take care of all your roofi ng needs.

Free roof assessment and insurance assistance.
Senior, First Responder, Veteran, and Teacher Discount.

JohnsonFamilyRoofi ng@outlook.com
903-757-2282

GET YOUR BUSINESS 
NOTICED HERE!

CALL 903-845-2235
JUST $15/WEEK 
FOR 13 WEEKS

The event is open to students who have just completed their 
sophomore to senior years of high school and are interested in 
gaining in-depth beef industry knowledge.

 TSCRA Cattle Raisers Roundup will include tours at cattle 
operations and beef packing plants, as well as the opportunity 
to speak with industry leaders.

 Hughes Abell, a rancher from Austin and the association’s 
president, said this is the fi rst event of its kind from Texas & 
Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association.

 “We are incredibly excited for this opportunity to support 
the next generation of cattle raisers,” Abell said. “This intensive 
experience will benefi t participants no matter which segment 
of the beef industry they choose to enter.”

 Applications are due April 15, 2022.
 For more information, or to apply, visit tscra.org/2022-tscra-

cattle-raisers-roundup-july-25-29-2022.

Workforce Solutions to host
 Youth Opportunity Expo

Workforce Solutions East Texas is proud to partner with 
Region 7 Education Center to host its second Youth Expo, a 
job fair for teens age 16 and up who are looking for summer 
jobs, paid internships, or their next career!

This is a great opportunity to interact with employers inter-
ested in hiring the next generation of talent. It is also the perfect 
time for students to navigate the hiring experience and secure 
a job that will lead to a possible career.

This event will be held in person on April 7th at the Region 
7 Education Service Center in Kilgore and virtually on April 
8th. These events will be open for job seekers and employers 
across East Texas.

Ronald McDonald House 
Scholarship Program open

Ronald McDonald House Charities of Greater North Texas 
(RMHCNTX) announced the opening of applications for its 
Scholarship Program, which grants more than $60,000 to 30 
local high school seniors each year. Funded by North Texas Mc-
Donald’s owner/operators and donations from the community, 
the annual scholarships recognize students for their outstanding 
academic achievements and community involvement.

Applications are open online at rmhcntx.org/scholarships and 
must be submitted by April 1, 2022. All students can apply. To 
qualify for an RMHC Scholarship, students must:

* be a high school senior
* be younger than 21 years old
* be eligible to attend a two- or four- year college or university 

with a full course of study
* be a legal U.S. resident
* live in the geographic areas of the RMHC of Greater North 

Texas Chapter
* and submit a complete application and all required docu-

mentation by the deadline.

Gun show on tap
American Legion R.E. (Peppy) Blount Post No. 320 will 

sponsor a gun show Saturday and Sunday at the Gilmer Civic 
Center.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.
The center is at 1218 U.S. 271 North, next to Walmart.
Admission is $7 for adults ($5 for military veterans with 

verifying identifi cation.) Admission is free for children ages 12 
and younger, but a parent must accompany them.

Legionnaire Andy Gibson said that the post, comprised of 
military veterans, will use proceeds for its operating expenses, 
and helping “other veterans in need.”

Vendors wishing to sell at the show, or anyone seeking further 
information on it, should contact show manager Shirley Parnell 
at 903-440-1224.

Risk It for the Brisket coming

The Second Annual “Risk It for the Brisket” barbecue cook-
off contest, sponsored by LiveGilmer.com, is set Friday and 
Saturday in downtown Gilmer.

Some 40 teams from Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana 
had signed up as of last week to compete for cash prizes in 
the event, sanctioned by the Outlaw BBQ Association, said 
Live Gilmer spokeswoman Anna Conlan. Those interested in 
competing may contact her at 512-663-2308 to see if spots are 
still available. 

Set up times are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, with head cooks’ 
meeting set for 4:30 p.m. at Gilmer Brewing Co. and tray pick-
up scheduled at 5 p.m. Kid cook judging is set for 7 p.m. and 
jackpot judging for 8 p.m. Friday.

For more information, visit LiveGilmer.com, or email Conlan 
at anna@liveeasttexas.com.

Upshur GOP convention slated 
The Republican Party of Upshur County will hold its county 

convention Saturday morning at the Lantana Activity Center 
near Gilmer.

The event, which county GOP secretary Carl Byers said will 
have limited space for the public to attend, is set for 10:30 a.m. 
at the site at 80 Lantana Road.

The convention will elect 22 delegates and 22 alternates to 
the state GOP convention, scheduled June 16-18 in Houston, 
said Byers, who will become county GOP chairman June 13 
after defeating incumbent De’Borah Deaz in the party’s March 
1 primary. Deaz, who was not elected as a delegate to the 
county convention, will nonethelsss be temporary chairman 
of it, said Byers.

Upshur Republicans elected 76 delegates and one alternate 
for the county convention at their March 12 precinct conven-
tions, the party secretary said. 

A person need not attend Saturday’s convention to be elected 
as a delegate to the state convention if they voted in the party’s 
March 1 primary, or take an “oath of affi rmation” that they are 
a Republican, said Byers. They also cannot have participated 
in another political party’s event this year, he added.

Also at Saturday’s gathering, the delegates will consider 
approving several resolutions for presentation to the state 
convention’s resolutions committee, said Byers.

New report shows hunting accidents 
in Texas at record low

AUSTIN -  Hunting-related accidents in Texas are at an 
all-time low since Hunter Education became mandatory in 
1988, according to the 2021 Texas Hunting Accident Report 
released by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD).

Of more than 49,000 certifi cations in 2021, Texas experi-
enced only one fatality and 11 accidents statewide, according 
to the report.

“In 2021, three quarters of the incidents were what we 
call ‘swinging on game outside of a safe zone of fi re,’” said 
Steve Hall, the Hunter Education Coordinator for TPWD. 
“This is the most common mishap in Texas besides careless 
handling in and around vehicles. The cardinal rule of hunting 
and shooting safety is keeping the muzzle of a fi rearm always 
pointed in a safe direction.”

This marks a signifi cant decrease since 1988, when more 
than 18,000 Texans received their Hunter Education certifi -
cation but reported 12 fatalities and 70 accidents throughout 
the state. As more Texans have taken to the fi eld and obtained 
their Hunter Education certifi cation, these numbers have 
greatly improved. Even prior to Hunter Education becom-
ing mandatory in 1988, TPWD has offered hunter education 
courses since 1972, certifying nearly 1.5 million students. 
Today, Hunter Education is required for every hunter in Texas 
(including out-of-state hunters) born on or after Sept. 2, 1971. 
The minimum age for certifi cation is nine years of age and 
certifi cation is good for life.
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Police Activity Report
3/ 3/22 EMS 20221186 1:47 131 N LEE LEE ST

BURGLARY/VEHICLE 20221188 6:00 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20221189 7:42 200 E ALLISON ALLISON ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20221190 7:53 LAUNDRY KING 603 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ALARM/OTHER 20221191 8:52 GLADEWATER BIBLE CHURCH 115 MONEY MONEY ST

FIRE DEPT 20221192 9:21 521 RED HEN RED HEN RD

ABANDONED 911 20221193 14:30

ALARM/OTHER 20221194 14:34 106 W GREGG GREGG

ABANDONED 911 20221195 14:37 903 MARTHA MARTHA DR

EMS 20221196 14:50 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

FIRE DEPT 20221197 17:28 1002 WOODHAVEN WOODHAVEN

EMS 20221198 18:29 2025 PHILIPS SPRINGS PHILIPS SPRINGS RD

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221199 21:26 101 S PINE S PINE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20221200 21:54 585 BRIERWOOD BRIERWOOD

3/ /22 DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221201 0:25 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20221202 4:37 65 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS ST

ALARM/OTHER 20221203 7:06 JACOBS INSTITUTE// RESTORED 180 214 E GLADE GLADE

MISCELLANEOUS 20221204 8:17 905 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

ABANDONED 911 20221205 8:32 506 PHILLIPS PHILLIPS

EMS 20221206 8:41 243 LYNDALL LYNDALL

ALARM/OTHER 20221207 9:52 1107 N HACKBERRY HACKBERRY AVE

INCIDENT W/REPORT 20221208 11:24 TE AS BANK AND TRUST 1623 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

THEFT 20221209 11:44 207 N DEAN DEAN

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221210 12:06 PI A HUT 1210 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ESCORT 20221211 12:54 CROLEY FUNERAL HOME 401 N CENTER CENTER ST

ALARM/OTHER 20221212 13:42 723 VIRGINIA VIRGINIA ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20221213 15:23 510 NORTH NORTH ST

EMS 20221214 15:47 218 N DEAN DEAN

03/ 3/2022 03/20/2022

03/20/2022

BURGLARY/BUILDING 20221215 15:52 1504 LYNN LYNN N

RECKLESS DRIVING 20221216 16:11

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221217 16:32 225 LOCKER PLANT LOCKER PLANT RD

EMS 20221219 17:15 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20221220 18:56 1500 E VIOLA VIOLA

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221221 19:00 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221222 19:46 1005 WALNUT WALNUT ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20221223 20:50 WILCO 1298 E BOADWAY BOADWAY AVE

ALARM/OTHER 20221224 20:52 GOODWILL INDUSTRIES 1640 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

10-50 MINOR 20221225 21:07 S HWY 271 HWY 271

3/ /22 EMS 20221226 7:24 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20221227 12:26 522 W MARSHALL W MARSHALL

EMS 20221229 13:18 2505 W GAY W GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 20221230 13:30 365 E PACIFIC PACIFIC ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221231 14:31 GLADEWATER DONUT SHOP 1409 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20221232 15:24 522 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

EMS 20221233 15:46 CHRISTUS TRINITY CLINIC 1600 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20221234 17:55 MELBA MELBA AVE

ASSIST 20221235 18:13 516 N FERRY FERRY

ABANDONED 911 20221236 19:01 1618 VESTA VESTA AVE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20221237 20:36 STOCKYARDS STEAKHOUSE 1005 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

3/ /22 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20221238 0:09 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20221239 0:34 536 NORTH NORTH

MISCELLANEOUS 20221240 2:10 1520 E SHEPHERD SHEPHERD LN

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221241 2:30 NORTH NORTH

10-50 MAJOR 20221242 6:42 1100 HWY 135 HWY 135

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20221243 7:24 1827 E BROADWAY E BROADWAY

EMS 20221244 8:16 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221245 11:07 AMERICAN REAL ESTATE 1400 N MAIN MAIN ST

10-50 MINOR 20221246 14:06 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

10-50 MINOR 20221247 14:08 THE BAR 26237 COUNTRY CLUB COUNTRY CLUB RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20221248 15:29 408 SUNSET SUNSET AVE

ASSIST 20221249 16:03 520 W GAY GAY AVE

ABANDONED 911 20221250 16:30

ASSIST 20221251 16:58 DEAN DEAN ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221252 17:31 1618 SWAN SWAN RD

UNAUTHORI ED USE MOTOR VEH 20221253 17:45 GENUINE AUTO CARE 905 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

ABANDONED 911 20221254 18:32

BURGLARY/C/M 20221255 19:46 GLADEWATER YOUTH SPORTS COMPLE 1006 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

EMS 20221256 21:43 511 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

EMS 20221257 22:24 2771 N POINT PLEASANT POINT PLEASANT

MISCELLANEOUS 20221258 23:55 N LOOP 485 LOOP 485

3/ /22 ABANDONED 911 20221259 4:46 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

FIRE DEPT 20221260 6:41 605 W QUITMAN QUITMAN AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20221261 10:22 SUBWAY 106 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221262 12:22 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20221263 12:28 1402 PERRIN PERRIN

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221266 16:12 220 N DEAN DEAN

EMS 20221267 18:30

EMS 20221268 20:17 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20221269 22:59 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

3/ /22 WARRANT 20221270 1:37 500 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20221271 3:52 28 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS ST

EMS 20221272 9:30 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

ALARM/OTHER 20221273 10:02 2000 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20221274 13:17 2105 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

EMS 20221275 13:44 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20221276 14:42 N DEAN DEAN

EMS 20221277 15:29 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

SIMPLE ASSAULT C 20221278 15:38 810 E PACIFIC AVE E PACIFIC AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20221279 16:33 2816 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

ASSIST 20221280 17:07 7 GARDEN GARDEN LN

MISCELLANEOUS 20221281 17:34 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20221282 19:08 GAY GAY

RECKLESS DRIVING 20221283 19:09 1102 E SHEPPARD E SHEPPARD LN

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20221284 19:43 1615 E LAKE DR E LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20221285 20:00 2816 BERNICE BERNICE ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20221286 21:08 N LOOP 485 LOOP 485

EMS 20221287 23:02 606 S TYLER TYLER

MISCELLANEOUS 20221289 23:10 528 NORTH NORTH

3/ /22 EMS 20221290 0:30 220 UNION GROVE CEMETARY UNION GROVE CEMETARY RD

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20221291 5:19 BOOM TOWN RV PARK 301 W COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

Police Arrest Report
ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1

3/18/22 3/18/22 1:50 FIELDS, KODA LEE W M WARRANT (OTHER AGENCY) 500 W UPSHUR

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATEReport Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 03/13/2022, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 03/20/2022, JUVENILE {is not equal 
to} 'Y'

Report Date: 03/20/2022

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221292 6:28 FAMILY CLEANERS 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20221293 16:00 1108 E E SHEPPARD E SHEPPARD DR

CRIM TRESPASS 20221294 16:01 TRADER'S MALL 355 E PACIFIC PACIFIC

HARASSMENT 20221295 16:48 407 N HOWARD HOWARD

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221296 18:30 1003 CANFIELD CANFIELD ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221297 18:50 212 HOKIT HOKIT RD

FIRE DEPT 20221298 19:09 4215 W COMMERCE W COMMERCE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221299 19:41 522 MARSHALL MARSHALL ST

EMS 20221300 20:24 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ABANDONED 911 20221301 20:51 1626 CRONJE CRONJE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20221302 21:17 907 S TYLER S TYLER

EMS 20221303 21:54 400 RIVERSIDE RIVERSIDE DR

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221304 22:15 3945 W COMMERCE W COMMERCE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20221305 23:27 LEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 312 PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

3/20/22 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20221306 0:15 N LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ABANDONED 911 20221307 4:20 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20221308 9:04 GLADEWATER ISD 500 W QUITMAN QUITMAN

ALARM/OTHER 20221309 9:13 2322 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20221310 10:15 2210 WOODBINE WOODBINE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20221311 10:49 401 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

ESCORT 20221312 13:04 CROLEY FUNERAL HOME 401 N CENTER CENTER ST

FIRE DEPT 20221313 13:29 PR 1301 PR 1301

ALARM/OTHER 20221314 13:33 207 SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST

THEFT 20221315 15:37 1201 N MAIN N MAIN

MISCELLANEOUS 20221316 15:56 BODACIOUS BBQ 1105 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

William Pearce was named the 2021-2022 PCAT Bus Driver of the Year and 
was recognized at the meeting for his dedication to his job and the kids who 
ride his bus.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

The Texas Comptroller’s 
office reminds business 
owners that for many prop-
erty types, April 15 is the 
deadline to fi le property tax 
renditions with their county 
appraisal districts. Different 
deadlines apply for certain 
regulated property.

A rendition is a list of the 
taxable inventory, furniture 
and fixtures, machinery, 
equipment and other prop-
erty owned or managed as 
of Jan. 1 each year. The ap-
praisal district may use the 
information to set property 
values.

A rendition allows prop-
erty owners to record their 
opinion of their property’s 
value and ensures that the 
appraisal district notifies 
property owners before 
changing a recorded value. 
Exempt property, such as 
church property and equip-
ment used for farming, is 
not subject to rendition.

April 15 deadline for fi ling 
property tax renditions

Owners whose property 
was damaged by storm, 
fl ood or fi re last year may 
fi le a special decreased value 
report, which indicates the 
property’s condition on Jan. 
1, 2022. Filing the decreased 
value report could lower 
those owners’ fi nal tax bills 
for 2022.

Rendition forms and de-
creased value report forms 
are available from county 

appraisal district offices 
statewide and can be down-
loaded at the Comptroller’s 
property tax forms webpage.

For more information 
about property rendition, 
deadlines, deadline exten-
sions, penalties and rendition 
forms, taxpayers may con-
tact the Comptroller’s Prop-
erty Tax Assistance Division 
at 800-252-9121 (press 2) or 
visit the division’s website.
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Zach Polanco went 2 for 3 at the plate for Gladewater as the bats came alive 
in the bottom of the second for Gladewater scoring 9 runs. The Bears kept 
the Tigers of Daingerfield at bay for a 12-2 win. Tanner Gothard got the win 
for the Bears striking out ten batters while allowing two runs off of six hits. 
Although the Bears managed just four more hits than the Tigers, the Bears 
were more efficient running the bases stealing five.

Photos by Chris Jones

Tanner Gothard struck out 10 batters in the win for Gladewater.

Gladewater’s Kelton Kates slides safely into third base.



THE GLADEWATER MIRROR | THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022 7

TexSCAN Week of
March 20-26, 2022

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $6 50/ acre.  Trans Pecos region.  Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards,  Menard,  Coke,  Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics) ,  South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail,  hogs) .  Large or small acreage.  30-year 
fixed rate owner financing,  only 5%  down.  Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms,  
www. ranchenterprisesltd. com,  8 00-8 7 6 -97 20.

ARROWHEADS
Indian Arrowheads Wanted –  Point Type: Clovis,  
Yuma,  Firstview & Eden.  Must be old,  authentic & 
unbroken.  Absolute TOP DOLLAR paid –  up to 5 
figures for one point.  I am a very serious high-end 
collector.  Call 97 9-218 -3351.

AUCTION
Construction Equipment Auction –  17 0+ items sell 
no reserve,  Thur. ,  April 7 ,  Ira,  TX .  All items are sold 
“as is. ” Aaron McKee TX  Lic.  # 16 4 01.  Bid Now –  
purplewave. com.

EVENT
WORLD’S LARGEST GUN SHOW –  April 
2 & 3 - Tulsa,  OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8 - 6 ,  
Sunday 8 - 4 . WANENMACHER’S TULSA 
ARMS SHOW.  Free appraisals .  Bring your 
guns! www. TulsaArmsShow. com.

PETS & LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Paracide®  shampoo to treat fleas 
& ticks on dogs & cats.  Relieve secondary dermatitis.  
At Tractor Supply®  (www. fleabeacon. com)

WANTED
FREON WANTED: We buy old refrigerants: R11,  
R12,  R113 & more!  Q uick,  local pickup & dropoff 
available.  Call 312-6 25-5322,  RefrigerantFinders. com 
¡ Te pagamos por tu refrigerante!

Need Extra Cash –  I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
– Travel Trailers,  5th Wheels,  Goosenecks,  Bumper 
Pulls.  In Any Area,  Any Condition –  Old/ New,  Dirty 
or Clean!  I PAY CA$H.  No Title –  No Problem,  we 
can apply for one.  We go anywhere in Texas.  ANR 
Enterprises,  956 -4 6 6 -7 001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable,  we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt,  contact the Texas Attorney General at 8 00-6 21-0508  or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 8 7 7 -FTC-HELP.  The FTC web site is www. ftc. gov/ bizop.

The following items are compiled from recent Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) law enforcement reports.  

How do you Solve a Problem Like Maria? 
A landowner called Texas Game Wardens when a group 

of quail hunters requested assistance rescuing a dog that had 
fallen into an abandoned grain silo-turned well. The dog, 
Maria, had chased a wounded bird through thick brush when 
she disappeared from her owner’s sight. After searching, 
the owner found the dog trapped 50 feet below. Two Game 
Wardens arrived on the scene with hundreds of feet of rope, 
a wire dog kennel and the know-how to build a pulley hoist 
system.  Wardens baited the kennel with recently harvested 
quail and slowly lowered it down to Maria. With some en-
couragement from her owner, the dog was coerced to enter 
the kennel. Wardens carefully lifted her out of the well and 
into the loving arms of her owner. Upon inspection, she 
appeared unharmed and fully alert, with all four limbs fully 
functional. Emergency responders, the dog owner, several 
fellow quail hunters and the landowners’ family were amazed 
how situation that unfolded. The owner transported Maria 
home and scheduled her for a follow-up with a veterinarian 
for precautionary measures. 

Fortune Favors the Bald (Tire) 
A local sheriff’s offi ce reached out to Texas Game Wardens 

about a stolen vehicle from New Mexico heading into Texas. 
A warden located the vehicle under an irrigation pivot. After 
backup arrived, the subject attempted to evade offi cers by 
driving through fi elds. When the driver lost the tread on a 
tire, he stopped the vehicle and was met by the warden and 
a local deputy. The subject, who was a suspect in a New 
Mexico murder case, was taken into custody for unauthor-
ized use of a motor vehicle, evading in a motor vehicle and 
multiple other offenses. Cases and investigations for both 
states are pending. 

Stuck in the Middle with You 
Val Verde County Game Wardens received information 

about a fi shing boat that ran aground on the Rio Grande 
River. The area recently accumulated excess silt from the 
Amistad Dam. Combined with decreasing water levels 
on the river, the exposed silt became sticky and acted as 
quicksand. The two boaters were unharmed but unable to 
vacate the vehicle without sinking into the mud. One of the 
wardens moved to an overlook point and located the boat. 
The wardens confi rmed there was no way to reach them 
through waterways or on land. A call was placed for a heli-
copter with hoist capability. A municipal helicopter reached 
the individuals, and the rescue was completed successfully. 
The boaters did not require medical attention.  

Mama Mia
A landowner notifi ed Henderson County game wardens 

about someone who shot a deer on their property from 
the road. The landowner received word that the suspected 
shooter was bragging about the act on social media. A quick 
search of social media revealed the suspect’s mother posted 
about grinding up deer meat for chili. The wardens contacted 
the mother. She said her son shot a deer on their property, and 
she was processing it. The wardens interviewed the suspected 
shooter and he quickly confessed to shooting the deer on the 
caller’s property from the road. It was further determined 
that the mother believed the deer was shot on their property 
and was very upset when she learned the truth. 

Help! I Need Somebody! 
A Karnes County Game Warden patrolling a local highway 

Game Warden Field Notes ...
came across a deer laying in the middle road. Realizing it 
could be a safety hazard, the warden turned around to remove 
the buck. After exiting his vehicle, he noticed someone walk-
ing near the front gate of a residence in the dark. The warden 
thought it could be the landowner coming out to ask about 
the deer. Upon further observation, he realized the man was 
stumbling. The man said he hit the deer with his motorcycle 
which was heavily damaged and was now laying in the bar 
ditch up ahead. The motorcyclist did not know how long 
he had been in the ditch. Thankfully, he wore a helmet. The 
warden notifi ed dispatch and requested an ambulance over 
a possible broken hand. EMS and a sheriff’s deputy arrived 
on the scene. The warden called the man’s wife, informed 
her of what happened and that he was in the care of EMS.  

Here’s Your Sign 
A Texas Game Warden received a call from a landowner 

concerned about road hunters driving near his property, 
shining a light and shooting guns. The warden met up with 
a deputy sheriff who had just intercepted the vehicle with 
three male subjects. In the bed of the truck, the warden found 
multiple loaded weapons, two dead jackrabbits, two dead 
raccoons and a piece of deer backstrap. After a roadside 
investigation, it was determined that the three subjects had 
spent the night driving around on the public roads, shooting 
animals and stop signs. Two adults were arrested for hunt-
ing from a vehicle and one juvenile was released pending 
charges. A total of seven fi rearms and two varmint game calls 
were seized for evidence. Additional charges are pending.

LEGAL NOTICE

Glad ew ater I nd ep end ent School D istrict w ill 
receive Request for ualifications RF  
for D esign-B uild  Services. The p roj ect con-
sists of an exp ansion of Glad ew ater Prim ary 
School Gym nasium  located  at 1 0 0  W est Gay 
Ave. Glad ew ater, Texas 7 5 6 4  7 . The exp an-
sion w ill b e ap p roxim ately 3 ,3 7 5  Sf. The es-
tim ated  b ud get for this p roj ect is 4 1 3 ,1 2 5 .0 0 . 
The estim ated  d ate for com p letion of this 
p roj ect is 8  m onths from  com m encem ent. 
This Request for ualifications is issued in 
accord ance w ith Chap ter 2 2 6 9 , Sub chap -
ter G of the Texas Governm ent Cod e. The 
RF  provides the information necessary to 
prepare and submit qualifications for con-
sid eration and  ranking b y the ow ner and  can 
b e d ow nload ed  at the D istrict' s w eb site at 
w w w .glad ew aterj sd .com . Glad ew ater I SD  
may select the RF  that offers the best val-
ue  for the District based on the published se-
lection criteria and  w eight of criteria. and  on 

its ranking evaluation. The d ead line for 
sub m ission is 3 :0 0  P.M Ap ril 4 , 2 0 2 2  

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To  Estate of Lovie Davis Huffman, Estate of Louisa Doris 
Hatcher, Estate of Mable Rose Davis, Estate of Edward V. 
Toles, Estate of Jessie Albert Toles, Freddie Lee Toles, Jr., 
Estate of Neal Toles,Estate of George R. Toles, Jr., Estate of 
William James Anderson, Estate of Gussie Mae Anderson, 
Estate of Sanford J. Anderson, Clara Anderson, Estate of 
Katie Mae Gamble, Betty Sue Gamble, Paula Eugenia Salt-
er, Estate of Roy Thompson, Deborah F. Thompson, Estate 
of Allen J. Thompson, Estate of James Edward Thompson, 
Estate of Clifford Thompson, Estate of Lucy Lee Mitchell 

Davis, Estate of William Ben Boyd

You and each of you are hereby cited, required and com-
manded to appear before the County Court at Law #1 of 
Gregg County, Texas, to be held in the County Court at Law 
#1 court room in the courthouse of said county in the city of 
Longview, Gregg County, Texas, such appearance to be at 
or before ten o'clock a.m., the first Monday next after the 
expiration of ten days from the date of service, exclusive of 
the day of such service, which day and date of service shall 
be the date of publication that this newspaper bears, and 
which appearance shall be at such time on such Monday, 
by filing written answer to the application hereinafter men-
tioned, contesting same, should they or any of them desire 
to do so, which application will, at such 10 o'clock hour and 
such place be acted on, said application having been filed 
by Matthew Harris in said court on the 1 th day of October, 
2021, and now pending there, in a proceeding on the pro-
bate docket of said court, styled, In the Estate of Catherine 
Caruthers, Deceased, the file number of which application 
and the docket number of which proceedings is 000203P, 

the nature of such application being for

APPLICATION TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP

If this citation is not served within 90 days after date of its 
issuance, it shall be returned unserved.

Witness, Michelle Gilley, Clerk of the County Court at Law 
#1 of Gregg County.

Given under my hand and the seal of said court, at office in 
the City of Longview this the 1 th day of March, 2022

Michelle Gilley
Clerk of County Court at Law #1

Gregg County, Tex

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
THE STATE OF TEXAS

To: John M. Cherry, Chevelle Cherry, Estate of Peggy Gro-
ver, Dale Neilson, Caroline Hope Harris Robertson, Clifford 
Harris, Robert Eugene Harris, Betty Harris Ehle, Ronald 
Douglas Howard, Estate of William Nathan Manning Jr., 
James Calvin Manning, Alfred Manning, John Houston 
Manning, Arnold Emmanuel Manning, Mahalia LeAnne 
Cook, Michael Brian Cook, Estate of Mary Louise Man-
ning, Frances Jeanette Manning Perry, Brenda Sue Man-
ning, Estate of Willie Gerald Manning, Donna Manning 
Ratte Sanders, Daniel Stallions, Alfred Drayton Manning 
Jr., Mary Angela Manning, Christopher DeLynn Manning, 
Jeffrey Dewayne Manning, Mark Anthony Manning, James 
L. Manning, Mary Ruth Manning Hall, Estate of Flora Es-
telle Manning, Estate of Jerry R. Potts, Debbie E. Lucker 
Lovejoy, Melanie Hamner Halvorson, Steve Hamner, Scott 
Hamner, Laura Bryant Harris, William Charles Bryant Jr., 
Katherine Ann Bryant Hammock Hargraves, Katrina Bryant 
Dubose, Linda S. Dominguez, Kenneth Cecil Bailey, Rob-
ert Darell Bailey, Jeffrey Paul Bailey, Mary Ellen Gertner, 
Robert Franklin Lacey, Mark C. Blankenbeckler, Pam Blan-
kenbeckler, Estate of Larry Alan Manning, Jo Ann Manning 
Barnes, Doris Manning Cox, Henry Taylor Ward, Gregory 
Oneal Ward, Joe Alfred Rodriguez, Steven Rodriguez, Es-
tate of Robert Logan Bailey, James S. Bailey, Natalie Sisley, 

Estate of Georgia Ellis, Harvey Peak

You and each of you are hereby cited, required and com-
manded to appear before the County Court at Law #2 of 
Gregg County, Texas, to be held in the County Court at Law 
#2 court room in the courthouse of said county in the city 
of Longview, Gregg County, Texas, such appearance to 
be at any time after the first Monday next after the expira-
tion of ten days from the date of service, exclusive of the 
day of such service, which day and date of service shall 
be the date of publication that this newspaper bears, and 
which appearance shall be at such time on such Monday, 
by filing written answer to the application hereinafter men-
tioned, contesting same, should they or any of them desire 
to do so, which application will, at such IO o'clock hour and 
such place be acted on, said application having been filed 
by Betty J. Davis in said court on the 1st day of July, 2021 
, and now pending there, in a proceeding on the probate 
docket of said court, styled In the Estate of Virginia Regan 
Davis the file number of which application and the docket 
number of which proceedings is 2013-0272-P, the nature 
of such application being for Fourth Amended Application 
for Determination of Heirship. If this citation is not served 
within 90 days after date of its issuance, it shall be returned 

unserved.

Witness, Michelle Gilley, Clerk of the County Court at Law 
#2 of Gregg County.

Given under my hand and the seal of said court, at office in 
the City of Longview this the

11th day of March, 2022

Michelle Gilley 
Clerk of County Court at Law #2

Gregg County, Texas
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