
Thursday, July 21, 2022                             Vol. 94, No. 29                1 Section,  6 pages                  50¢     

  Gladewater
        Mirror
  Gladewater
        Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

Continued on Page 4

 Triple-digit temperatures are 
forecast throughout the week for 
North and East Texas, with tem-
peratures on Wednesday climbing 
to near-record levels, according to 
the National Weather Service. To 
help keep everyone safe during this 
latest heatwave, the American Red 
Cross is urging people to use cau-
tion and follow our heat safety tips.

Extreme heat is the most danger-
ous type of severe-weather event in 
the country. Annually, thousands 
of people suffer from heat related 
injuries including heat cramps, heat 
exhaustion or heat strokes. Individ-
uals should stay hydrated, adhere to 
weather and heat advisories, seek 
out cooling centers if necessary and 
make a plan to address heat-related 
emergencies.

“Given the ongoing extreme 
heat experienced in Texas, heat 
stress can occur quickly. While 
outdoors, people should drink 
plenty of water and take breaks in 
shaded or air-conditioned areas,” 
said Ariane Einecker, interim CEO, 
American Red Cross North Texas 
Region. “Heat waves may also 
cause power outages. If affected, 
residents should have a plan to go 
somewhere else with an air condi-
tioner to avoid the elements until 
power is restored.”

HEAT SAFETY TIPS
l Hot cars can be deadly. Never 

leave children or pets in your ve-
hicle. The inside temperature of the 
car can quickly reach 120 degrees.

l Stay hydrated by drinking 
plenty of fluids. Avoid drinks with 
caffeine or alcohol.

l Check on family, friends and 
neighbors who do not have air con-
ditioning, who spend much of their 
time alone or who are more likely 
to be affected by the heat.

l If you don’t have air condi-
tioning, seek relief from the heat 
during the warmest part of the day 
in places like schools, libraries, 
theaters, malls, etc.

l Avoid extreme temperature 
changes.

l Wear loose-fitting, lightweight, 
light-colored clothing. Avoid dark 
colors because they absorb the 
sun’s rays.

l Slow down, stay indoors and 
avoid strenuous exercise during the 
hottest part of the day.

l Postpone outdoor games and 
activities.

l Use a buddy system when 
working in excessive heat. Take fre-
quent breaks if working outdoors.

l Check on animals frequently 
to ensure that they are not suffering 
from the heat. Make sure they have 
plenty of cool water and shade.

SYMPTOMS OF HEAT 
EMERGENCIES

Heat-related symptoms can in-
clude:

l Cool, moist, pale or flushed 
skin

l Heavy sweating
l Headache
l Nausea or vomiting
l Dizziness or loss of conscious-

ness
l Weakness

WHAT TO DO
If you see someone suffering 

from heat stress, follow these steps:
l If losing consciousness or 

vomiting, immediately call 9-1-1
l Relocate to an air conditioned 

or shaded area
l Slowly drink cool water
l Apply ice or cold towels to 

head, neck, groin, wrists, ankles 
and underarms  

DOWNLOAD RED 
CROSS APPS

The Red Cross app “Emergency” 
can help keep you and your loved 
ones safe by putting vital informa-
tion in your hand. Download it at 
redcross.org/apps.

Red Cross provides 
tips for managing 

extreme triple-digit 
temperatures

By Phillip Williams
Three Gilmer attorneys filed a 

petition Monday requesting a court 
remove lame-duck Upshur County 
District Clerk Karen Bunn from 
office for "gross incompetence."

David Griffith, Matthew Patton 
and Brandon Winn, represented 
by fellow Gilmer lawyer Joe W. 

Newsom Jr., 
filed the law-
suit in 115th 
District Court 
at Gilmer.

B u n n , 
whose 3 1/2 
years in of-
fice have been 
m a r k e d  b y 
controversy, 

was defeated for re-election in the 
March 1 Republican primary by 
one of her former deputies, Nicole 
Hernandez. The embattled Bunn 
was not immediately available for 
comment Monday on the lawsuit. 
filed fewer than 5 1/2 months be-
fore her term expires Dec. 31.

Hernandez is unopposed to suc-
ceed her in the November general 
election.

In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs al-
lege that "Throughout the major-
ity of defendant's term of office, 
defendant failed or refused to be 
present in her office at the Upshur 
County Justice Center and ne-
glected her duties as district clerk. 
Further, defendant delegated her 
duties to employees of the...office 
who were not properly trained 
and did not have the requisite 
knowledge to perform the tasks so 
delegated."

Bunn acknowledged some time 
ago that she missed about 10 
months of work during her term 
after being injured in a fall in her 
office. She has said she has under-
gone multiple surgeries.

The suit charges she "has failed 
to perform her duties as required" 
and "to train employees. . .in a 
manner consistent with the em-
ployees being able to perform their 
duties in an acceptable manner.

"Within the past few months," 
the plantiffs continue, "the Upshur 
County district clerk's gross in-
competence has continued to 
degenerate." They charge she "has 
been unable" to perform numerous 
duties of her office.

They include  "efficiently and 
effectively" processing filings, 
preparing basic citations, properly 
processing civil and criminal fil-
ings, timely processing attorney's 
fees vouchers for criminal cases 
and other certain cases, properly 
processing "criminal filings and 
warrant information," and properly 
processing invoices for court ap-
pointed attorneys on civil and child 
protective service cases."   

The plaintiffs also charged Bunn 
"alleges to be a resident of Upshur 
County. . .although such resi-
dency is a question and mystery to 
plaintiffs, and one of many other 
complaints" they have against her. 
They cite a residence she purport-
edly owns in Longview, a city in 
Gregg County.

Besides criticizing Bunn herself, 
the lawsuit alleges her "office is 
in utter disarray." The document 
says the office "has been unable 
to adequately maintain a staff that 
is prepared to handle filings" and 
115th District Court litigation filed 
in the county.

 "Indeed, some of the most 
mundane and rudimentary tasks 
required are done in the most inef-
ficient, negligent, and poorest level 
imaginable," the plaintiffs charge.

To support those claims, Griffith, 
Patton and Winn attached affidavits 
from a former deputy in the office, 
Helana Marie (Lana) Krall, and 
Assistant County Auditor Linda 

Local attorneys 
seek to remove 

district clerk

Progress is being made inside and outside the Lee-Bardwell Public Library, with a possible 
re-grand opening set for around September. Supply chain delays have caused the library 
project to take longer than expected, but it appears we are in the home stretch.
Friday morning a crew from East Texas Signs removed the old lettering on the building, 
which will provide space for the new name, which includes recognition to Suzanne Bardwell, 
who before being killed in a Jan. 7, 2022, car wreck worked tirelessly to save the library 
following the 2021 severe snowstorm. While the city had doubts as to the library’s salvation 
following major roof and flooding damage, Suzanne saw the need for a place where 
everyone could come for free and learn and receive help. Suzanne raised over $85,000 in 
grant monies to replaced damaged furnishing so insurance money and city funds could be 
used on structural concerns. She also obtained free expert design help from library 
professional at the University of North Texas, which helped create a modern library facility.
The new library will not only have paperback books but will be a multi-media center where 
citizens can make tele-help calls in private glass to their doctor or social security 
administration or Texas Employment Commission, as well as check out video and audio 
books. The new lettering - $7,500 - has been paid for by the Bardwell Family, with no tax 
dollars going to the name change. The Bardwell Family is also buying and donating six 
laptops in Suzanne’s name. Those laptops with join eight other desktop computers, which 
were previously donated by Suzanne and Jim Bardwell at the Gladewater Mirror Newspaper
and the Gladewater Economic Development Corporation.   Photo by Jim Bardwell

Hot and dry conditions across the state of Texas will create high wildfire potential through 
the weekend. Today, the fire environment will support an increased potential for large 
wildfires that are resistant to control to occur near Wichita Falls, Fort Worth, Waco, Austin, 
San Antonio, San Angelo and Abilene. Portions of East Texas may be susceptible to large 
wildfires for areas near Athens, Tyler, Longview, Palestine and Huntsville.

The Gladewater City Council will meet Thursday to 
conduct several public hearings – two of which pertain 
to the retail sale of wine and beer.

The public hearings include:
l A specific use permit request for Wine and Beer 

Retailer’s off-premise Permit at 807 S. Tyler Street;
l  A specific use permit request for Wine and Malt 

Beverage Retailer’s Permit at 103 N. Main Street;
l A variance to City of Gladewater Code of Ordinance 

§5.05.120(8) - Connection to City System Required at 
1207-1209 Vesta;

l Public hearing regarding the demolition of struc-
tures located at: 408 Sunset, 301 Dr. MLK Jr Dr, 1201 
Nelwyn and 401 Paradise Hill.

In other business the council is expected to:
l Review the city’s Investment Report for quarter 

ending June 30, 2022
l Review a blanket permit request for the GHS Class 

of 1972 Car, Truck, and Motorcycle Show to be held 
on Saturday, August 20, 2022, from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.

l Consideration of a resolution changing the name 
of the Lee Public Library to the Lee - Bardwell Public 
Library 

l Consideration of a resolution for nomination(s) to 
the Texas Municipal League Intergovernmental Risk 
Pool 

l Consideration of Dedicatory Certificate and Resolu-
tion accepting the dedication of a utility easement along 

Beer/wine public hearing on tap
the southern boundary of a tract of land at the corner 
of U.S. 80 and Loop 485 thus resolving legal issues 
regarding Gladewater Retail Partners, Ltd. V. City of 
Gladewater, et al., Cause Number 2022-419-B, 124th 
District Court, Gregg County 

l Consideration of awarding contract for Bond 
Counsel services in connection with TWDB project 

l Consideration of awarding contract for Engineer-
ing services in connection with TWDB project 

l Consideration of awarding contract for Financial 
Advisory services in connection with TWDB project 

l Consideration of Agreement between the City 
of Gladewater and Gladewater Independent School 
District for the School Resource Officer Program

The council is also scheduled meet with city depart-
ment heads regarding 3rd quarter financials:

a) City Hall/Finance
b) Code Enforcement
c) GEDCO
d) Fire Department
e) Library
f) Municipal Court
g) Police Department
h) Public Works/Streets/Water /Wastewater
The council is also slated to meet in executive 

session to discuss hiring a city treasurer and review 
a Gladewater Economic Development Corporation 
project. Any action will me conducted in open session.

BUNN



Opinion/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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DON’T FORGET GOD
Did you hear about the man who brushed his teeth twice a day, walked two miles ev-

ery day, and had a physical examination twice a year, and stuck to a strict balanced diet, 
and took a multitude of vitamins? He also got at least eight hours of sleep every night. 
This man was planning to live to be a hundred, but he died long before that. He was, 
however, survived by eighteen specialists, four health institutes, and six gymnasiums. 

   That little tidbit was intended to be humorous, but what isn’t humorous is the fact 
that many people seem to be doing everything right in life, except one thing-they are 
FORGETTING ABOUT GOD! I’m not playing down taking care of ourselves, but if 
you forget about God, and do everything else exactly right, you have made a mistake 
nothing else can make up for. 

   Paul said: “Exercise yourself toward godliness. Physical exercise has some value, 
but spiritual exercise (godliness) is much more important, for it promises a reward 
in both this life and the next.” (1 Tim. 4: 7-8). Paul uses the word “exercise” to 
show the comparison between physical and spiritual exercise or training. The verb in 
Greek is “gymnazo,” and the noun “gymnasia,” bringing to mind gymnastics and the 
gymnasium. Thus, the apostle is saying that while bodily exercise is of limited value, 
godliness is of value in every way. That is to say, the training or exercise of the body, 
while profi table in this life, is limited in its benefi ts to the physical man, and to time 
and duration, but exercise unto godliness i. e., the training or exercise of one’s soul is 
benefi cial both now, and prepares one for eternity. Thus, we must exercise a sense of 
proper proportion. Therefore, we all need to “gymnasticize” or “train” and “exercise” 
unto godliness! While the athlete is devoted to winning a trophy or championship, the 
Christian is devoted to winning an eternal crown. (1 Cor. 9: 24-27). 

   How terrible it will be for those who have spent their life on themselves, even if 
they live to be 110, but who have never obeyed God. When the last opportunity is gone, 
only separation from God lies ahead. (1 Tim. 1: 7-9). Don’t let life’s opportunities to 
seek God’s salvation slip by. Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

Hot and Dry!
By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST

Virtually all of Texas is now abnormally dry. Compari-
sons to the bone-dry days of 2011 have begun, and it’s 
not looking good. In fact, given the scope of the drought 

and the higher costs of inputs, 
agricultural losses across the 
state are likely to top 2011’s 
record $7.6 billion total.

Almost 87% of the state 
is in a “moderate drought” 
according to the US Drought 
Monitor, which is when dry-
land crops are stunted, pas-
tures deteriorate, and wild-
fires become more common. 
Worse, about 66% of Texas 
is in “severe drought,” with 

46% “extreme” and 16% in the worst category of “ex-
ceptional.”

About 20.0 million people are currently affected by 
drought, and 227 counties have disaster designations. 
Thus far, it’s the eighth driest year on record. Many cities 
have enacted water restrictions, and without beneficial 
rains they will intensify.

Although the statewide level of water in reservoirs is 
about 74%, most of those that are full are in the eastern 
half of the state. Many in west Texas are extremely 
low, and water levels in irrigation wells are dropping 
in many areas. Low water levels often diminish water 
quality as well.

There is never a good time for a drought, but the 

timing in this instance is particularly troubling. From 
the perspective of agricultural producers, many have 
experienced additional losses from extreme cold in 
2021 as well as recent hail and dust storms. In addition, 
everything needed to grow crops or livestock is more 
expensive than usual. From seed to fuel to hay to power 
for irrigation wells, farmers and ranchers have seen costs 
rise substantially. Although crop and other insurance can 
provide some relief, it only goes so far. Supply chain 
issues are further compounding the situation.

For the economy, a poor year brings yet another 
contributor to inflation. Texas is an important source 
of beef, cotton, milk, poultry, corn, eggs, sorghum, veg-
etables, wheat, and many other foods and products. As 
the drought intensifies, yields will drop, putting upward 
pressure on prices.

Looking ahead, there are expectations that the La Nina 
pattern, which is causing the southern US to be warm 
and dry, may linger through the winter. If that happens, 
this year’s conditions will trend toward 2011, when 
virtually the entire state experienced the most extreme 
categories of drought. The economic consequences reach 
throughout the economy and are quite severe.

Cycles in the amount of rainfall have always been 
around, but this La Nina has proven particularly stub-
born. Although no one wants to see the devastation of a 
hurricane, some less disruptive tropical moisture could 
be beneficial. A return of El Nino would also help. 

Until then, stay safe and cool! Staying dry should not 
be a problem!

The Best of 
Suzanne 
Bardwell

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

Wildfi re danger continues to rise
As we cross the halfway point of July, wildfi re danger contin-

ues to increase across the state. On Friday, Texas A&M Forest 
Service fi refi ghters responded to 15 new wildfi res that burned 
651 acres. As of Sunday, there were eight active wildfi res; the 
largest was the Nethery Road Fire in Kimble County, involving 
an estimated 3,500 acres. It has been 70% contained.

The forest service is taking to the air to augment fi re suppres-
sion efforts on the ground. It has opened the Austin Airtanker 
Base at the Austin-Bergstrom International Airport. The service 
has three dozen aircraft mobilized at 17 airports around the state 
for wildfi re response. The Austin Airtanker Base will serve as 
a reload station for aircraft coming and going to wildfi res. It is 
the only airport in the state set up for what is known as a Very 
Large Airtanker, or DC-10. 

Forest service aircraft can get anywhere in Texas in under 
one hour. Since being placed in operation in early December, 
they have fl own 4,641 hours and dumped 6.8 million gallons 
of water and retardant on Texas wildfi res.

“This year, we have utilized aviation resources for response 
in areas experiencing signifi cant wildfi re activity,” said Jared 
Karns, with the forest service. “These aircraft provide support 
to ground crews and assist in protecting homes as well as other 
critical infrastructure.”

There are now 212 counties across the state with burn bans 
— 84% of the total number of Texas counties.

Fourth consecutive month with rain defi cit
Unsurprisingly, June was warmer and drier for much of Texas, 

according to Dr. Mark Wentzel, hydrologist with the Texas Wa-
ter Development Board. At the end of June, drought conditions 
covered 86% of the state, up 8 percentage points from May. 

“That all adds up to the conclusion that Texas is in a signifi -
cant drought, the worst since 2011, but not worse than 2011,” 
Wentzel wrote.

The drought predictably is having an effect on the state’s 
water supply reservoirs, which are at 75% of capacity, 10 per-
centage points below normal for this time of year, according 
to TWDB.

Six ways to save water in summer heat
TDWB is offering six tips on saving water in a state whose 

population is expected to increase from 29.5 million in 2021 
to 51.1 million in 2070 — a 73% increase that will put a 
strain on water supplies. Water conservation is one of the 
major strategies recommended in the 2022 state water plan. 
Here are the tips:

• Water landscape in the early morning and at night when 
winds are calmer and temperatures lower.

• Design a water-wise landscape with native shrubs, trees 
and grasses. Native plants have adapted to a region’s climate 
and conserve water more effi ciently.

• Follow local watering restrictions. They’re there for a 
reason: to make sure a community doesn’t run out of water.

• Manage in-ground irrigation systems and check sprinkler 
heads. Avoid leaving systems on automatic settings that may 
come on when it isn’t necessary — like during a thunderstorm.

• Consider installing a rainwater harvesting system. In 
general, for every inch of rain that falls on a 2,000-square-foot 
roof, about 1,000 gallons of water can be collected. Find out 
more here: https://tinyurl.com/mryburys.

• Cover your pool or spa when not in use, since evapora-
tion throughout the summer can add up to the equivalent of 
a pool’s volume. 

TxDOT approves $146 million 
for statewide transit

Two grants totaling $146 million have been announced by the 
Texas Department of Transportation to fund transit providers 
across the state, particularly in rural areas. 

“This funding is critical to ensuring everyone in Texas, 
especially in rural areas, has access to where they need to go 
safely and reliably,” TxDOT Transportation Commissioner 
Alvin New said.

Transit agencies can use the funds, which come from both 
federal and state coffers, to cover maintenance costs, buy new 
buses, build new facilities and expand services to more people, 
according to TxDOT. The funding is a 65% increase over last 
summer’s funds, in large part due to federal funds from the 
infrastructure act passed last year.

This is a politically incorrect column. So if you are eas-
ily offended just move on to Dr. Perryman’s column or the 
puzzle page.

Last week while setting up my ‘new’ (refurbished) Mac 
AirBook I talked to two different Apple techies. One was 
in Florida and we spoke the same language. One was in 
Portland, Oregon and we al- most needed an interpreter.

Even though Portland didn’t have Southern manners to 
smooth our way, he was one smart tech cookie who was 
highly entertained by my accent and word choice. As we 
worked our way through the previous computer setup and 
corrections I let slip my typical ‘swear’ word, “dad gum 
it”. Apparently this was as good as a Will Ferrell movie for 
Portland boy. He guffawed. Then condescendingly asked, 
“what does THAT mean?” And that got us completely off the 
com- puter track and into a lesson in language and manners 
from this old Texas teacher to that cool young millennial 
with a superior attitude.

Here are a few of the phrases and more that I taught him 
so he could understand his southern and Texan callers. Most 
of the phrases are a regular part of my vocab when I am not 
trying to be profession- al or ‘rise above my raisin’.

Here goes:
“Y’all”. With the advent of urban culture popularity y’all 

has be- come a street staple throughout America. Finally, 
YOU ALL get it! Used to translate to “you guys”. “ALL 
Y’ALL” means everybody.

“Dad Gum it”. Texans can swear with the best (or worst) 
of them but for many of us this slang swear word evokes 
Southern Charm in lieu of crasser, more vulgar language.

“Fixin’ to”. You don’t even need a subject when you’re 
fi xin’ to do something’ in Texas.

“Conniption fi t”. More than stress venting, more like the 
adult ver- sion of a 2-year old’s temper tantrum. Often as-
sociated with comput- er problems.

“All hat and no cattle”. Someone tryin’ to appear to be 
somethin’ they ain’t. For some folks the phrase means just 
plain dumb.

Which brings me to my favorite inappropriate and some-
times in- accurate personal judgment: “dumber than a box of 
rocks”. That is surely self-explanatory. Portland even wrote 
that one down to use in his call center. I would love to hear 
him use that phrase with his perfect no-accent pronuncia-
tion. Sure hope Portland doesn’t “tear his britches” over it.

“Sure enuff” means that’s right!
“I reckon” means I guess, or yep I agree.
“Over yonder”. Texas is uniquely qualifi ed for ‘over 

yonder’ us-
age because we are so dang big!
“Madder than an old wet hen”. See a picture of my 

mother from
when I was 16.
“More than you can shake a stick at” is a LOT.
“Might could”...could. (Don’t try logic, it just IS.)
“Wouldn’t trust him any farther than I can throw him”. 

Yep, every
single one of you just thought of someone you know.
“Howdy”...if you ain’t an Aggie you might eliminate this 

one from your Texanese. Especially if you are a Longhorn 
or Red Raider or Lumberjack. Ditto for “Whoop”.

“All git out”-that is a bunch of somethin’ or in the ex-
treme as in

“Ah wuz madder ’n awl git out when I spilt tea on my 
computer and fried it”.

“Gonna” means somethin’ someone is going to do.
“Jajeet?” Did you eat yet?
“Went to town on me”. Let someone have it as in a verbal 

whol- loping.
This could go on forever after all, there is more Texas’ 

slang than “Carter has pills”.
With that said, let’s tie up with the ultimate Texan/South-

ern phrase: “Bless your heart!”
This can mean everything from the designee really is 

“dumber than a box of rocks” to genuine sympathy, encour-
agement and support that never needs explaining in context 
to another Texan or Southerner.

Well, old Portland got the biggest kick out of his time with 
this old Texas’ gal. And yep, I laid it on thick. Of course I 
invited him to come by the offi ce if he ever makes it to Texas. 
We are nothing if not hospitable in the “Friendly State”.

Bless Portland’s heart, I bet he never caught on that I have 
a sec- ond teaching major in English and a graduate degree. 
Down home friendliness is just a part of most native Texans’ 
humble charm. And, yes, you can take that ‘humble’ with a 
big ol’ Texas’ “grain of salt”.

After all, a lot of us slow-talking Texans have the hat 
AND the cattle.

Hat and Cattle ...
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See your helpful 
hardware folks at... Bailey's �fCE 
Store hours: Gladewater, TX Mon-Fri 
Sat 

7:00-7:00 
8:00-6:00 
1 :00-5:00 903.845.5787 Sun 

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist• 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist• 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist• 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 First 

Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 Friendship 
Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 Gladeview 

Baptist• 903-845-3842 Gladewater 
Missionary Baptist• 903-845-517 4 Grace 

Baptist• 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist• 903-845-517 4 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist• 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist• 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist• 903-845-4894 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
North Loop Church of Christ• 903-845-2531 
North Main Church ofChtist • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa's Catholic Church• 903-845-2306 
CHARISMA TIC 

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran• 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church ofthe Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First United Methodist Church • 903-845-2565 
McCrary's Chapel United Methodist 

FUNERAL HOME 
(903) 845-2155

croley _gwater_fh@yahoo.com 
401 N. Center St. (off Main St., Hwy 271) 

Mail: P.O. Box 706 • Gladewater, TX 75647 

Since 1936 
300 Hwy. 80 East 

Gladewater 
903.845.2222 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX 

903-845-2171
www .fbcgladewater.org 

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER 
SUNDAY - 10: 15 Morning Worship 

Get your message out for 
just $12/week 

Call 
903-845-2235

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Stanville Methodist• 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist• 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 

Grace Tabemade • 903-309-8801 
PENTECOSTAL 

First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 
Northside Pentecostal 

Abundant Ute Temple UP. C. • 903-845-6043 
Southern Pentecostal Church (Stanville) PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyte1ian • 903-845-2905 
OTHER 

Stanville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3205 
Friendship Community Church 

Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195 

St. James Missionary Baptist Church 
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for

ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and
each Sunday at 9 am.

2800 W. Commerce Street 
Gladewater, Texas 75647 

903-845-5028

America's · . 

Hwy. 80 
Gladewater, TX 

903.845.2559 
Drive•ln. We don't start coo kin' ti I we hear from you! 

Unforgettable QX-FMI 
The greatest music of the 40s, !50s, 60s & 
70's as well as today's really cool musicians( 

You'll hear Dean Martin; Frank Sinatra; 

��t0�j���re���;�e:;M�ie�i6i��:nK��i1t
Buddy Holly; The Beatles; Bobby Darrin; 

The Tijuana Brass; John Denver; Peter, Paul & 
Mary; ond hundreds of other 

fovorite.s. 

(903) 643-7711 FM 
r-t·'s -the music you grew up wi-th! ... LISTEN! 

Grace Baptist Church 
212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Morning Service 11 a.m. 
Evening Service 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer and Bible Study 

903-845-6440

Pastor Jim Withers 
www.gbcgladewater.org

Full Gospel Fellowship 
Gladewater Revival Church 

700 p.m. 

Living Hope Fellowship• 903-261-2023 
Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 

Union Temple CME Church• 903-845-1050 

Black Dog Designs and Builders 
Commercial and Residential Construction, 

remodeling and repair. 35 years experience. 
Excellent Reputation and References.Contact: 

Black Dog Gallery/Designs 

903-663-0936

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Com-

missioners Court voted 4-1 
Friday to raise almost all 
county elected officials’ an-
nual salaries--including the 
court members’--by $5,000.

All 20 countywide and 
precinct elected officials, 
except District Attorney Billy 
Byrd and 115th District Judge 
Dean Fowler, will receive 
the controversial raise. The 
state pays salaries of Fowler, 
whose office is elected by 
Upshur and Marion County 
voters, and Byrd.

County Judge Todd Teft-
eller recently proposed the 
raise on grounds that Upshur 
officials were paid less than 
officials in Texas counties 
of comparable size popula-
tion. He joined Precinct 4 
Commissioner Jay W. Miller, 
Precinct 3 Commissioner 
Michael Ashley and Precinct 
1 Commissioner Gene Dolle 
in voting for it. 

Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Dustin Nicholson voted no. 
The raise is effective when 
the county’s new fiscal year 
starts Oct. 1.

Besides the five court 
members, the 13 other of-
ficials who will receive the 
raise in the forthcoming new 
county budget include the 
sheriff, county clerk, district 
clerk, county treasurer, county 
tax assessor-collector, all four 
justices of the peace and all 
four constables.

During Friday’s meeting, 
Sheriff Larry Webb noted 
to the court that he had re-
quested a raise for his office’s 
employees, but not himself. 
That came after Tefteller said 
Webb was the lowest-paid 
sheriff in 30 counties.

The court is also discuss-
ing a $1,200 raise for county 
workers. Commissioners are 
currently paid about $32,000 
per fiscal year.

Tefteller opened Friday’s 
discussion by saying “I’m real 

Commissioners give themselves $5K raises
determined” to get the salary 
hike. “We were lowest across 
the board” in elected officials’ 
salaries among comparable 
counties, the judge argued.

Nicholson, however, coun-
tered that “you gotta take care 
of your county” and “I don’t 
think it’s fair” to increase the 
pay. “I knew what this job 
paid when I took it,” he said, 
adding that if the court raised 
its own pay, it should give the 
same level of increase to the 
county workers. If the work-
ers receive only $1,200, so 
should the court, Nicholson 
argued.

Tefteller said county work-
ers received a raise last year, 
but elected officials didn’t. 
County Auditor Connie Wil-
liams added that she wished 
the county had the funds to 
give the workers a $5,000 
hike.

Dolle said court members 
have income other than their 
salaries, and that they act as a 
“manager”--a position that, in 
any private company, would 
pay more than the court’s cur-
rent salaries, he said.

“A normal citizen would 
have a hard time making a 
living” off the court’s current 
salaries, Dolle argued. “Even 
though I’ve got a supplement-
ed income, it’s still tough. . 
.so I am a proponent of the 
$5,000 raise.”

He also said that if “you 
call one of the commission-
ers. . .they’re gonna get back 
with you, and try to help you.”

Ashley agreed, complain-
ing that Upshur County of-
ficials’ salaries are lower than 
12 other comparably-sized 
counties, and “(we don’t 
need) to be at the bottom of 
the barrel.” Miller, meantime, 
said “I think five thousand’s a 
bit high,” but then voted for 
that amount.

A reporter in the audience 
asked at one point whether the 
court had viewed comments 
on the proposed raises on a 

certain popular Facebook 
page (where the recommend-
ed increase drew a mixed 
response). Tefteller replied, 
“Todd Tefteller don’t care” 
about social media.

“I’m losing $500,000 a 
year (from his law practice) 
serving in this job,” the judge 
said. He added that his private 
secretary, paid by himself and 
his sons (who are his law 
partners) worked on county 
business.

Tefteller went on to say he 
did not run for judge “for the 
money,” and that the county 
saves $500,000 annually 
because it has a county judge 
who is an attorney. If the 
judge were not a lawyer, he 
said, the county would spend 
that amount on a required 
county court-at-law.

“I’d like to ask all these 
people (who criticized the 
pay raise) if they’d like to 
work for nothing,” said 
Tefteller, who added that he 
charges $650 hourly in his 
private law practice because 
he is a “good” attorney.

Former Gilmer City Coun-
cilman Steve Dean expressed 
support for the pay hike, 
saying salaries “still won’t 
be anywhere close to our 
(county’s) peers” and that 
“it’s not even sufficient to 
meet the increase in cost of 
living.”

In other major news from 
Friday’s meeting, the court 
approved extending the coun-
ty outdoor burn ban through 
July 29, and heard Tefteller 
announce the state has tenta-
tively approved a long-sought 
grant to the county of $5.3 
million to completely reno-
vate the 85-year-old county 
courthouse. 

The county must fund the 
rest of the $14 million proj-
ect if it accepts the grant, 
said Tefteller, who noted the 
courthouse would be shut 
down for three years while 
county offices are relocated.

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court on 

Friday heard an informational presentation 
from representatives of the Gladewater area 
Truman W. Smith Children’s Care Center 
about its work.

The 120-bed center, for what are termed 
medically fragile children and adults, has a 
$6 million annual payroll for 190 workers, 
and generates $27,000 yearly in Upshur 
County taxes, said one of the three repre-
sentatives, Tim Pelmann.

The center is financed primarily through 
Medicaid and private insurance. County 
Judge Todd Tefteller said he wanted citiziens 
to see its economic impact.

The long-term care center currently has 
91 residents, mostly newborns through age 
19, the representatives told the court. Of the 
91, 33% are on ventilators, 40 percent have 
tracheotomies and 92% are fed artificially, 
said Pelmann.

“We want to help you any way we can,” 

said Tefteller, telling the trio that the 
home is “doing the Lord’s work.” He said 
the county needs “to keep business condi-
tions favorable” to let the home operate.

The judge said he had visited it six 
weeks earlier and “I can’t tell you how 
impressed I was” with what it does for 
children. He said the center’s residents 
included “orphans down there found in 
a ditch or a garbage bag.”

Home administrator Rhonda Rolen 
said the center’s staff includes registered 
and licensed vocational nurses, respira-
tory therapists, speech pathologists, and 
a registered dietician. Some 51 of its 
residents attend Gladewater ISD classes 
either at the facility or on campus, Pel-
mann noted.

Another female representative of the 
center said it is the only long-term care 
facility in Texas of its kind, serving chil-
dren who are either born with a medical 
issue or have one happen to them.

Truman Smith reps visit Upshur court

During this extreme heat the Fire, Police and Public Works are always in 
need of extra water on scene. Please consider dropping off a case or two of 
water as a donation. We all would really appreciate anything and everything 
donated. You can drop off your donations at Fire Station or PD Lobby - 511 
S Tyler St - Gladewater.
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GET YOUR BUSINESS 
NOTICED HERE!

CALL 903-845-2235
JUST $15/WEEK 
FOR 13 WEEKS

OBITUARY
DEACON MOSES 
”CHEESE” SMITH

February 16, 1933 – 
July 10, 2022

Memorial Services for 
Deacon Moses “Cheese” 
Smith will be July 23. 2022 
at the Garfield Commu-
nity Center, 11 am - 1 pm in 
Gladewater Texas
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Kilgore College is excited 
to partner with UT Tyler to 
offer several classes to serve 
the Longview community.

 There will also be an excit-
ing announcement coming 
soon from the two institutions.

 Classes offered this fall in 
Longview will include gov-

KC offering classes at Longview University Center
ernment, biology, psychol-
ogy, accounting, philosophy 
and history at the Longview 
University Center, located 
at 3201 N. Eastman Road in 
Longview.

 Classes fi ll up quickly so 
early registration is advised. 
The fall semester begins Aug. 
22.

 For more information, or to 
schedule an advising appoint-
ment, visit www.kilgore.edu/
academic-advising.

 More information and 
a list of available classes 
are located in the Available 
Courses Search located at 
www.kilgore.edu.

 For more information, 
students can visit their Ac-
cessKC account or call (903) 
983-8209.

 Classes offered during Fall 
1 (begins Aug. 22, 2022) at the 
Longview University Center: 

ENGL 1301 - Composition 
I (8:30 to 9:50 a.m. on Mon-
days/Wednesdays)

ENGL 0301 - Develop-
mental Integrated Reading & 

Writing (10 to 11:20 a.m. on 
Mondays/Wednesdays)

BIOL 2401 Lab - A&P I 
(2 to 4:20 p.m. on Mondays/
Wednesdays)

BIOL 2401 Lab - A&P I 
(5:30 to 7:50 p.m. on Mon-
days/Wednesdays)

ECON 2301 - Principles of 
Macroeconomics (6 to 8:50 
p.m. on Mondays)

GOVT 2305 - Federal Gov-
ernment (6 to 8:50 p.m. on 
Mondays)

PSYC 2301 - Introduction 
to Psychology (6 to 8:50 p.m. 
on Wednesdays)

ENGL 1301 - Composition 
I (6 to 8:50 p.m. on Tuesdays)

ENGL 0301 - Develop-
mental Integrated Reading 
& Writing (6 to 8:50 p.m. on 
Thursdays)

ACCT 2401 - Principles of 
Accounting (6 to 8:50 p.m. 
on Thursdays) – First half of 
a 16-week class

 Classes offered during Fall 
2 (begins Oct. 17, 2022) at the 
Longview University Center:

 PSYC 2314 - Human 

Growth and Development 
(8:30 to 9:50 a.m. on Mon-
days/Wednesdays)

SPCH 1315 - Speech (10 
to 11:20 a.m. on Tuesdays/
Thursdays)

BIOL 2402 Lab - A&P II 
(2 to 4:20 p.m. on Mondays/
Wednesday)

BIOL 2402 Lab - A&P II 
(5:30 to 7:50 p.m. on Mon-
days/Wednesdays)

PHIL 2306 - Introduction 
to Ethics (6 to 8:50 p.m. on 
Mondays)

HIST 1301 - U.S. History I 
(6 to 8:50 p.m. on Tuesdays)

PSYC 2314 - Human 
Growth and Development (6 
to 8:50 p.m. on Thursdays)

ACCT 2401 - Principles of 
Accounting (6 to 8:50 p.m. on 
Thursdays) – Second half of a 
16-week class

Local attorneys 
seek to remove 

district clerk
Continued from Page 1

Sikes.
The petition also says 

Bunn's offi ce "has been pro-
foundly delinquent in (doing 
required) reporting to the 
state" government on vari-
ous matters, which would 
jeopardize grant funding to 
the county and "ultimately 
cost the Upshur County citi-
zens thousands of dollars" if 
not corrected.

The document also charg-
es that "on numerous occa-
sions, court hearings have 
been disrupted" because case 
fi les are not updated, while 
certain information in court 
records is either erroneous 
or non-existent. "Attorneys 
from all over the East Texas 
area" have complained about 
errors Bunn's offi ce made, 
and about "extreme" delays 
in retrieving processed case 
fi lings from the offi ce, the 
suit adds.

The plaintiffs ask that the 
state assign an out-of-county 
judge to the case, that a jury 
trial be held, and that Bunn 
be suspended without pay 
from her $31,000-a-year job 
"to protect the interests of 
the taxpayers. . .from further 
damage" at her hands. The 
petition also asks that the 
judge appoint somone to 
perform her duties.
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OUT OF DATE RECORDS 
TO BE DESTROYED

The Upshur County Shared Service Arrangement (UCSSA) which is 
comprised of the Big Sandy, Gilmer, Gladewater, Harmony, New Diana, 
Union Grove, and Union Hill Independent School Districts, proposes to 
destroy all out-of-date Special Education records contained in the eligi-
bility folders of students who were dismissed from the program through 
July, 2014. Also included in this purging will be records of students who 
were tested and did not qualify for special education services as well 
as records of those who qualified but were not placed. These records 
are presently maintained in the UCSSA office located at 406 N Bledsoe 
Street, Gilmer, TX. 75644, and include referral information, education-
al, psychological, medical, admission review and dismissal committee 
minutes, individual educational plans, and classroom observation data. 
It is our responsibility to inform you that these records may be need-
ed for social security benefits or other purposes and that it may be to 
your benefit to obtain them. Those who prefer that their records not 
be destroyed should send a written request to: Angie Hargett, Compli-
ance Coordinator, Upshur County Shared Service Arrangement, 406 N 
Bledsoe, Gilmer, TX. 75644 before September 1, 2021.  For additional 
information, call (903) 843-5575.

Divide & Conquer Estate Sale for Kathy (Mrs. Joe) Tucker
Thurs., July 21 ~ 7:00-5:30 | Fri., July 22 ~ 8:00-5:30

Sat., July 23 ~ 8:00-2:00
2307 Pinehurst St. ~ Tyler, TX 75703

Outside SSW Loop 323 & off the Jacksonville Hwy. (south of Grande and north of FRESH), 
turn east into Hollytree West. Turn right onto Pinehurst St.

This 3875 sq. ft. home (listed by United Country Real Estate/ Bobo Realty & Land Com-
pany) is for sale, so contents / consignments must go! 2 din. tables & chairs; buffet; china 
cab.; china; Frances I sterl. dinnerware; Grande Baroque sterl. dinnerware; International sterl. 
“Richelieu” dinnerware; stemware; large Rose Medallion vase; harvest table & benches; sofa; 
3 loveseats; 3 matching display cabinets; recliners; Asian coffee table; tilt tables; game table; 
sofa table; secretary; lg. Queen Anne table; Chippendale settee; Lladro; lg. Delft chargers; 
lamps; mirrors; modern-style chest, nightstands, coffee table books;  2 Mah Jongg sets; TV 
armoires; rugs; lady statue; lg. floral arrangements; 3 king beds; dresser; chests; nightstands; 
bookshelf units; 3 computer desks; 4-poster full bed, nightstand, & dresser set; needlepoint 
seat chairs; sew. mach.; zebra print chair; bedding; linens; cost. jewelry; full length mink coat; 
3 wedding dresses; clothes, shoes, purses; sm. appliances; Wolfgang Puck knives; cookware; 
misc. dishes; Frontgate Christmas tree in bag; holiday décor; daybed; baby cradle; rock. chair; 
Princess chair & table; games; puzzles; costumes; toys; child’s picnic table; CD’s; movies; 
beach motif frames, lamp, framed art, signs, towels, etc.; poolside furniture; grill; bar stools; 
pet supplies; firepit; Elfa units; Kenmore freezer; Maytag wash. & dry.; hospital bed; wheel-
chairs; Pride motorized travel scooter; golf clubs; tools; fold. chairs; luggage; 2 shop. carts; 
fish. rods; electronics; exerciser; file cab.; sooooo much more!!

Pictures:  DivideAndConquerOfEastTexas.com 

TexSCAN Week of
July 17-23, 2022

ACREAGE
Own your piece of Texas TODAY! Prices start-
ing at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the 
Hill Country (Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde 
Counties - free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval 
County - whitetail, hogs). Large acreage or small. 
30 year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll free or email for individual prices and terms. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
101-Acre Commercial/Industrial Property – Aug. 
30 – 3050 Hwy 16N, De Leon, TX (5 Miles North 
of Intersection – Hwy 6 & Hwy 16). ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale. Low minimum bid: $50,000. 
1,367’ frontage on Hwy 16. FineAndCompany.com, 
312-278-0600.

Commercial/Industrial Land – Aug. 30 – Real Estate 
to be sold Absolute, Regardless of Price. ExxonMobil 
directs immediate sale: 3.7 Acres South of Marilyn St., 
Conroe, TX; 38,147 SF, 577 W. Santa Fe St., Conroe, 
TX; 5.37 Acres, Mc Farland Rd., League City, TX. 
FineAndCompany.com, 312-278-0600.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
FREON WANTED: Certified buyer looking to 
buy R11, R12, and R500 and more. Call Joe at 
312-625-5322.

Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 
THE STATE OF TEXAS

 To: JAIME ALVAREZ
Greetings:

YOU HAVE BEEN SUED. You may employ an 
attorney. If you or your attorney do not file a 
written answer with the clerk who issued this 
citation by I0:00 o’clock A.M. of the Monday next 
following the expiration of 20 days after you were 
served with this citation and petition, a default 
judgment may be taken against you. In addition to 
filing a written answer with the clerk, you may be 
required to make initial disclosures to the other 
parties of this suit. These disclosures generally 
must be made no later than 30 days after you file 
your answer with the clerk. Find out more at 
TexasLawHelp.org.

The petition of MARIA DE JESUS SIFUENTES, 
Plaintiff, was filed in the 307th District Court, 
Gregg County Courthouse in Longview, Texas on 
the 22nd day of June 2022, against JAIME 
ALVAREZ, Defendant, and said suit being 
numbered 2022-959-DR on the docket of said 
Court, and entitled IN THE MATTER OF THE 
MARRIAGE OF MARIA DE JESUS SIFUENTES 
AND JAIME ALVAREZ

The nature of said suit being substantially as 
follows, to wit:
Divorce w/ PCR

The name and address of the attorney for plaintiff, 
or the address of plaintiff is:
ELIZABETH FULTON
410 N GREEN STREET
LONGVIEW TX 75601
903-758-3205

The officer executing this writ shall promptly 
serve the same according to requirements of law, 
and the mandates hereof, and make due return as 
the law directs.
Issued and given under my hand and the seal of 
said Court at Longview, Texas, this the 7th day of 
July 2022.
   Trey Hattaway, Clerk
   307th District Court
   P.O. Box 711
   Longview, Tx 75606
   Gregg County, Texas

   By: Debbie Kinney, Deputy
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
GHS Class 

of 1972 invite
The Gladewater Class of 

1972 would like to extend an 
invitation to current and past 
GHS staff and teachers to at-
tend the All School Reunion 
September 24, 2022. 

The registration form can 
be found on The GFSA 
website Gladewater former-
students.com.

$10M gifted to UT 
Tyler School of 

Medicine
TYLER– The University 

of Texas at Tyler announced 
a $10 million gift from The 
Robert M. Rogers Founda-
tion to its School of Medi-
cine to support mental and 
behavioral health education. 
In recognition of this gift, the 
university will name its de-
partment of psychiatry The 
Robert M. Rogers Depart-
ment of Psychiatry.

 “Transformational is the 
word that comes to mind 
when reflecting on this 
wonderful gift,” said UT 
Tyler President Kirk A. Cal-
houn, MD, FACP. “Medical 
schools thrive on transfor-
mational gifts that can have 
a real impact on our students, 
our community and our 

state. This gift is an opportu-
nity to impact the improve-
ment of mental health across 
the Northeast Texas region, 
and The Rogers Foundation 
Department of Psychiatry is 
going to be something very 
special.”

 A portion of the gift will 
be used to establish the 
Robert M. Rogers Schol-
arship and mental health 
curriculum in the School of 
Medicine. In addition, with 
the cross-disciplinary need 
for mental health education, 
the gift also supports faculty 
positions in the School of 
Medicine, School of Nurs-
ing, and Ben and Maytee 
Fisch College of Pharmacy. 
This support comes on the 
heels of an anonymous gift 
of $4 million earlier this 
year to support School of 
Medicine scholarships and 
faculty research.

 The Rogers gift brings to 
fruition the hope expressed 
for years by Robyn Rogers, 
president of the foundation, 
and key community leaders 
to have a medical school to 
help address mental health 
issues in Tyler and East 
Texas.

 “We hope we will have a 
lasting impact,” said Rogers. 

“The board voted unani-
mously to provide this gift 
to help our region, and any-
where else it is needed, in the 
mental health area.”

“This donation allows the 
School of Medicine to teach 
mental health differently,” 
said Dr. Julie V. Philley, 
UT Tyler executive vice 
president for health affairs 
and vice provost. “It’s go-
ing to allow us to develop 
courses and curriculum that 
changes the next generation 
of physicians and health care 
professionals.”

 “This gift is transfor-
mational for the School of 
Medicine,” said Dr. Brigham 
Willis, founding dean of the 
School of Medicine. 

“One of our key endeav-
ors is to improve behavioral 
health throughout the East 
Texas region. This gift al-
lows us to have the educa-
tional, research and clinical 
resources throughout the 
region, and we can’t thank 
The Rogers Foundation 
enough.”

Interested in making a gift 
to UT Tyler, or the School of 
Medicine specifi cally, con-
tact UT Tyler University Ad-
vancement at 903-566-7110 
or visit uttyler.edu/give.

Pedestrian deaths in Texas increase 15% in 2021
AUSTIN – As Texans 

enjoy summer activities out-
doors, TxDOT’s “Be Safe. 
Drive Smart” campaign urg-
es drivers and pedestrians to 
watch out for each other as 
pedestrian deaths continue 
to rise.

 In 2021, 5,366 traffic 
crashes involving pedestri-
ans occurred in Texas, and 
as a result 841 people were 
killed, a 15% increase in 
pedestrian fatalities over 
the previous year. Another 
1,470 people were seriously 
injured. 

 “Only 1% of traffi c crash-
es in Texas involve pedes-
trians, yet pedestrians ac-
count for 19% of all roadway 
deaths,” said TxDOT Execu-
tive Director Marc Williams. 
“That’s because pedestrians 
lack the protective equip-
ment—airbags, seat belts 
and bumpers—common to 
vehicles. To keep our most 
vulnerable road users safe, 
we urge motorists to always 
be on the lookout for people 
walking. Pedestrians also 

have the responsibility to 
be aware of their surround-
ings and follow the rules of 
the road.” 

 Crash reports from law 
enforcement indicate the 
leading factors of pedes-
trian-related traffi c crashes 
include 1) pedestrians fail-
ing to yield the right of way 
to vehicles, 2) driver inat-
tention, 3) motorists failing 
to yield the right of way to 
pedestrians, 4) failure to 
control speed, and 5) drivers 
and/or pedestrians being un-
der the infl uence of alcohol. 

 The campaign includes 
TV, radio, billboards and 
digital advertising. In addi-
tion, “walking billboards” 
will deliver safety messages 
in the state’s major metro 
areas with a high volume of 
pedestrian traffi c where it’s 
easy for drivers and people 
on foot to see them. 

 TxDOT offers these safe-
ty reminders to prevent a 
deadly encounter: 

 For drivers:
• Stop for pedestrians in 

crosswalks.
•  When turning, yield the 

right of way to pedestrians.
• Be cautious when pass-

ing stopped buses or other 
vehicles.

• Pay attention and put 
your phone away, so you’re 
always prepared if pedestri-
ans enter your path.

• Follow the posted speed 
limit and drive to conditions.

 For people walking:
• Cross the street only 

at intersections and cross-
walks. Look left, right, then 
left again before crossing.

• Make eye contact with 
drivers before crossing. 
Don’t assume drivers see 
you.

• Follow all traffic and 
crosswalk signals.

• Use the sidewalk. If 
there isn’t one, walk on the 
left side of the road, facing 
oncoming traffi c.

• When walking, put away 
electronic devices that take 
your eyes, ears off the road.

• Wear refl ective materials 
or use a fl ashlight at night.

TxDOT urges drivers to look out for pedestrians who account 
for 1 in 5 traffic fatalities in the Lone Star State  

No free lunch this school year at GISD
By Jim Bardwell

Parents will need to dip into their pocket-
books this year for their kids’ school lunch be-
cause no federal funds are available to provide 
free lunches as it did last year.

GISD school board members were advised 
of this change at Monday’s monthly board 
meeting.

School lunches will cost $2.50 at Gay Av-
enue, $2.75 at Weldon and $3 at both the Middle 
School and High School.

School offi cials said they are hopeful to bring 
back free lunches for all campuses in 2023-24, 
but with no federal funding this year they were 
forced to charge.

In other business, the board welcomed TAP 
Executive Master Teacher and Chief Academic 
Offi cer Kim Dolese to the school staff. She 
will be responsible with working with GISD 
teachers to raise the bar to give students more 
learning opportunities. The new program is 
funded by the IMPACT grant through National 
Institute for Excellence (NIET) and will not 
cost GISD taxpayers anything. The program is 
funded for two years.

The Executive Master teacher’s function is  
a unique manner relative to the school level 

leadership teams. Their main function is to 
work with the leadership team to implement 
the professional development aspect of the 
Teacher Advancement Program. The Execu-
tive Master Teacher works with the Master 
and Mentor teachers on implementation and 
evaluation of cluster meetings and individual 
growth of teachers. Additionally, the Ex-
ecutive Master Teacher will work with the 
leadership teams to analyze school data to 
create school and cluster plans. The Execu-
tive Master Teacher will also be responsible 
for maintaining communication from the 
state level to the individual schools as well as 
inform the schools of any changes that occur 
with the implementation of TAP.  Finally, Ex-
ecutive Master Teacher will conduct regional 
and state level trainings to build capacity of 
the program at the school level.

In other business, the board chose not to 
make any changes to students’ backpack - 
keeping the clear and mesh bags in place.  
They also approved a 60-month lease for 
copier, fax and scanning equipment, service 
and supplies and approved  a budget amend-
ment for facility upgrades at the Primary and 
High School.
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