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SCOTT E OWENS
Mayor, Place 1

MICHAEL WEBBER
Councilperson, Place 2

BRANDY FLANAGAN
Councilperson, Place 3

 TEDDY SORRELLS
Councilperson, Place 4

ELIJAH ANDERSON
Mayor Pro Tempore, Place 5

ROCKY HAWKINS
Councilperson, Place 6

KEVIN CLARK
Councilperson, Place 7

CHARLES SMITH
Interim City Manager

Register for free at: bit.ly/gensign
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217 W Quitman Ave, Gladewater (903) 845-2565
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1110 E Broadway Ave.
Gladewater

bdchevy.com
(903) 374-0384
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GISD Superintendent 
Dr.Sedric Clark 

& Staff and Facultv 
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(903) 983-8209

KILGORE.EDU
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White Oak Police Chief Terry Roach - 103 E Old Hwy 80, White Oak -  (903) 759-0106
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Maxey Cerliano
Gregg County

Sheriff

101 E. Methvin, Ste. 559
Longview, TX 75601

 (903) 236-8400
www.greggcountytxsheriff.
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HUGH BOWDEN
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422

“Superior Soils and Fertilizers” 

www.vitalearth.com • 903-845-2163
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YOU COULD GET HURT!
Learn to avoid gangs:

•  stay with your friends
• walk away from a gang when you see one
•  NEVER join a gang
•  ALWAYS tell an adult you trust about 

gang activity

Gangs
Stay away and 
stay safe!

What you can do 
to stop violence:
•  Settle arguments with words,

not fists or weapons. Don’t 
stand around and form an 
audience when others are 
arguing. A group makes a 
good target for violence.

•  Learn safe routes for walking 
and know good places to 
seek help. Trust your feelings,
and if you sense danger, 
get away fast.

•  Report crimes to the police, 
school authorities, and a 
parent or guardian.

Gangs are groups of kids or adults 
that might get into trouble with the 
police, they might sell drugs, give 
you money if you do something illegal 
for them, vandalize property, and carry guns. 

To join a gang, you may have to do something 
against the law or bully someone before you 
can join the gang.
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Apparel, Jewelry, Home Decor & Gi�s
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White Oak Intermediate 
School

200 S White Oak Rd, White Oak
(903) 291-2101

www.woisd.net/o/wois
Shane Wright, Principal
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406 W Upshur Ave.
Gladewater

(903) 845-2161
www.gladewaterdental.com

24
3

 debbie.vaughn@balfour-rep.com
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100 US-80, White Oak
Menu: dairyqueen.com       (903) 759-1441
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www.longinsgroup.com

1001  E. Broadway Ave., Gladewater
(903) 845-5533

Upshur County 
Sheriff

Larry Webb

405 Titus St., Gilmer
www.countyofupshur

(903) 843-2541
Paid for by Larry Webb
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The White Oak
Independent

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1988”
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115th District Judge 
Dean Fowler
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a-MAZE-ing Fun!
Follow traffic signals 
and rules for crossing 
the street. It is best to 
cross the street at 
crosswalks or at 
places where 
there are 
crossing guards.

M
c
G
R
U
F
F

STAY SMART! 
Remember, never 
go with a stranger, 

or explore on 
your own. 

STAY ON ROUTE!

Can you find your way through the maze and 
arrive at school safely?

(answers on page 41)

Reminder Tip! 11

120 E. Hwy. 80, Gladewater, TX
903-845-3246

www.shippsmarine.com
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Providing care in a safe environment for those needing long-term 
care, short-term care and outpatient therapy services.

At Legend Oaks Gladewater Rehabilitation & Nursing Center, our 
compassionate and dedicated staff will work with you, your family 
and your healthcare provider, to create a comprehensive and 
effective care and treatment plan.

We are a Skilled Nursing Facility 
with Rehabilitation Therapy. . .

legendgladewater.com (903) 845-2175 LegendOaksGladewater@ensignservices.net

The quality of care we deliver at Legend Oaks of 
Gladewater Rehabilitation and Nursing Care has earned 

us a 4-star overall rating from Medicare.gov

Legend Oaks of Gladewater 
Rehabilitation & Nursing Center

14

PROUDLY SUPPORTING
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Calling for Help
You can dial 9-1-1 from any cell phone, home phone, or phone booth if there is an emergency.

Remember NEVER call 9-1-1 from YOUR home if it is on fire!

Have a trusted adult help you fill in the blanks below:

My home address

Parent/Guardian WORK phone number Parent/Guardian CELL phone number

Parent/Guardian WORK phone number Parent/Guardian CELL phone number

The address and phone number of your Safe House — 
a trusted neighbor who you can call or go to in case of an emergency.

KEY: A = ORANGE B = BLUE C = YELLOW D = RED

A

A A

A

A

A

AA

A

A

B

B

B

B

B

B

C
D D D

C C C

Color this 9-1-1 sign according to the key at the bottom of the page. 
Cut it out and place it near a phone in case there is an emergency.

B

B

B

B

Know How 
to Call 9-1-1 939
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Suzanne 
Bardwell

OPINION/EDITORIAL

“Happy Mother’s Day to all the Mothers!
Without our good Mothers we would all be nothing much.

�ank and remember your mothers and grandmothers this Sunday!”

"llfl/Jllf 20/9 ptofft p,wt pLetld lodd � 
fUld the l.im� ot � LOJJJ. // 

CERTIFIE 
xas Boa.-d of Legal Specializatio 

Top Rated Texas Lawyer - ALM Media 2014-2019
Todd Te�eller*

Jarom Te�eller
Top 10 National Trial Lawyers

Top Rated Texas Lawyer - ALM Media 2014-2022
Todd Te�eller* Jarom Te�eller

Top 10 National Trial Lawyers

"llfl/Jllf 20/9 ptofft p,wt pLetld lodd � 
fUld the l.im� ot � LOJJJ. // 

CERTIFIE 
xas Boa.-d of Legal Specializatio 

2014-2022

Come see the 
friendly folks at 

Bailey’s they can 
answer all your 
questions. New 
plants arriving 

weekly.

Hanging Baskets, 
Knockout Roses, bedding 

plants, large variety 
of shrubs and trees, 

vegetables, mulch, fertilize 
and all the tools you need 

at affordable prices.

1620 E. Hwy 80, Gladewater
(903) 845-5787

Green thumb or 
not, Bailey’s Ace 

Hardware has 
what you need for 

all spring gardening 
& landscaping 

needs.Selected 
Hanging 
Baskets 

522 E Broad St., Mineola
(903) 569-2911

May  7,  8  &  9

$7.99
Limit 4 - While 
Supplies Lasts

Open Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sunday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m.

…work of heart
Teaching at its best is a work 

of heart. It is one of the few
professions that requires a high
level of knowledge, a skill set
that includes communication,
empathy, compassion, patience,
and to be truly successful, an
authentic relationship. Teachers
who connect with their students 
also parent, serve as counselors, 
social workers and a watchful
presence of protection when
needed.  That ’s  a  LOT of
responsibility.

Top that with state requirements
within time constraints with a one
day test serving as evidence of
students’ knowledge and the
teacher’s ability to teach. That is 
pressure, at an exploding pressure
cooker level. 

When you throw in a certain
percentage of neglectful or
abusive parents, poverty, learning
gaps, substance abuse, physical, 
mental and learning disabilities, 
and varying abilities of students 
all within one classroom, well,
the job becomes mind boggling. 
Kinda makes you wonder why
anyone chooses to become a
teacher doesn’t it? 

For most who go into the
profession, the answer to that
question is that teaching is a
calling, an avocation, not just
a job.

This is National Teacher
Appreciation Week and having
worked as a teacher for 35 years 
teaching sixth graders to college 

students over that span of time, 
I am here to tell you I wouldn’t 
trade my career for a million
dollars. No kidding.

True, there are days that
break your heart and threaten to 
consume you. There are days that
are full of laughter and learning 
and all good things. There are
days when the frustration, the
stress and the problems ball
teachers up into tightly coiled
springs or puddles of exhaustion.

When that happens teachers
support each other. They take
a step back. They get a cup of
coffee and begin again…and
again…and again. The best of
campus faculties are families
who celebrate, mourn and share 
life in the moment together
while supporting one another
and teaching.

Teaching high school juniors
and seniors was my sweet spot. 
Preparing to launch kids into their
next phase of life was one of the 
most important parts of my job 
and one of the most bittersweet 
and joyous. I don’t know who
said this but it has stuck with me, 
“the best teachers are those who 
show you where to look but don’t
tell you what to see”.

My number one goal as a

teacher was to make sure my
students knew they were cared
for and safe, and the second was 
to teach them to think. Not what 
to think, but to think critically
and independently. It is the most 
fun I have ever had, or ever will 
have outside of time with my
family. And yes, I miss teaching 
every day, but I must admit I don’t
miss the standardized testing,
the regimented routine, or the
mounds and mounds of essays
to grade late into the night after 
very challenging days. But I do 
miss those eager young minds…
and even the ones who weren’t
so eager. Those kids that were a 
challenge to inspire were often
the most satisfying to teach and 
to reach. When you reach those 
kids they begin to understand the 
possibilities available for their
lives…and that is like planting a 
flag on Everest after a long and 
risky effort.

To the good teachers in the
trenches I salute you for your
heart, your dedication and your
skill. You are writing the future 
of so many kids. God bless you 
for all you do and all you are.
What you do is one of the most 
important jobs on the planet and 
don’t you forget it. 
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