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Pinewood 
derby slated

G l a d ew a t er ’ s  C u b  S c o u t s  P a c k  
1 9 6  w i l l  ho s t  i t s  P i n ew o o d  D er b y  
F eb .  2 6 .  I t  w i l l  b e hel d  a t  t he G l a d e-
w a t er  F o r m er  S t u d en t s  B u i l d i n g ,  
l o c a t ed  a t  2 5 0 9  H en d r i c k s  S t .

C a r  c hec k - i n  i s  f r o m  9 - 1 1  a . m .   
a n d  t he r a c e s t a r t s  a t  n o o n .  A n y o n e 
c a n  en t er  a  c a r  t o  r a c e d u r i n g  t he 
o u t l a w  r a c e.  F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n -
t a c t  C a r l a  B i g l er  a t  9 0 3 - 7 4 6 - 2 6 6 1 .

Annual business 
breakfast on tap

A  b u s i n es s  b r ea k f a s t  w i l l  b e hel d  
F eb .  2  a t  t he G l a d ew a t er  C ha m b er  
o f  C o m m er c e b u i l d i n g  a t  2 1 3  N .  
M a i n  S t r eet  f r o m  8 - 9  a . m .

C i t y  J u d g e Ti m  B r y a n  w i l l  b e 
t he g u es t  s p ea k er .  The f r ee ev en t  
i s  s p o n s o r ed  b y  t he c ha m b er  a n d  
t he G l a d ew a t er  E c o n i m i c  D ev el o p -
m en t  C o r p o r a t i o n .  

A t t en d ees  a r e a s k ed  t o  R S V P .  
C a l l  9 0 3 - 8 4 5 - 5 5 0 1 .

F i l i n g  b eg a n  J a n .  1 9  a n d  r u n s  hr o u g h F eb .  1 8  f o r  t he c i t y  a n d  
s c ho o l   el ec t i o n s  hel d  S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  7 .

F o u r  s ea t s  o n  t he G l a d ew a t er  C i t y  C o u n c i l  a r e u p  f o r  g r a b s .
Thr ee o f  t he s ea t s  c u r r en t l y  b el o n g  t o  M a y o r  

J D  S hi p p ,  P l a c e 1 ,  a n d  c o u n c i l  m em b er s  
B r a n d y  F l a n a g a n ,  P l a c e 4 ,  a n d  S c o t t  O w en s ,  
P l a c e 3 .  A  f o u r t h s ea t  i s  a n  u n ex p i r ed  t er m  
p r ev i o u s l y  hel d  b y  c o u n c i l m a n  D en n i s  R o b -
er t s o n ,  w ho  r es i g n ed  D ec .  3 1 ,  2 0 2 1  d u e he 
a n d  hi s  w i f e m o v i n g  t o  L o n g v i ew .  R a t her  t ha n  
a p p o i n t  s o m eo n e t o  t he v a c a n c y ,  t he c o u n c i l  
c ho s e t o  l et  t he v o t er s  c ho o s e w ho  t hey  w a n t ed  
f o r  t he P l a c e 5  s ea t .

A  c o u n c i l  m em b er  m u s t  l i v e i n s i d e t he c i t y  
l i m i t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t he c i t y ’ s  b i - l a w s .

A s  o f  p r es s t i m e,  S hi p p ,  ha s  n o t  a n n o u n c ed  w het her  he w i l l  
seek a third term as mayor. But Owens has filed for the mayor’s 
seat. Owens is at the end of his first term on the council after 
b ei n g  el ec t ed  i n  2 0 2 0 .  P r ev i o u s l y  he s er v ed  o n  t he c o u n c i l  f o r  
1 0  y ea r s .

S hi p p  ha s  s er v ed  o n  t he c o u n c i l  f o r  1 2  y ea r s  a n d  i s  i n  hi s  
f o u r t h y ea r  a s  m a y o r .  H e s er v ed  ei g ht  y ea r s  a s  a  c o u n c i l m a n .  
F l a n a g a n ,  w ho  ha s  p i c k ed  u p  a  p a c k et ,  ha s  b een  o n  t he c o u n c i l  
s i n c e 2 0 1 8 ,  s er v i n g  t w o  t er m s .  

Candidate eligibility requirements and deadline to file include:

1 .  M U S T b e a  U n i t ed  S t a t es  C i t i z en .
2 .  M U S T b e a t  l ea s t  1 8  y ea r s  o f  a g e o r  o l d er  o n  t he c o m m en c e-

ment of the term filled at the election.
3 .  M U S T b e a  r eg i s t er ed  v o t er  o f  t he C i t y  o f  G l a d ew a t er  a s  

of the filing deadline.
4 .  M U S T ha v e r es i d ed  c o n t i n u o u s l y  i n  Tex a s  f o r  t w el v e ( 1 2 )  

months and the City for 6 months immediately preceding filing 
d ea d l i n e.

5. MUST NOT have been finally convicted of a felony (unless 
p a r d o n ed  o r  o t her w i s e r el ea s ed  f r o m  t he r es u l t i n g  d i s a b i l i t i es ) .

6 .  M U S T s a t i s f y  a n y  o t her  r eq u i r em en t  p r es c r i b ed  b y  l a w  
for the office.

Filing begin Jan. 19 and the deadline to file a candidate ap-
p l i c a t i o n  i s  F eb .  1 8 ,  b y  5  p . m .  C a n d i d a t e p a c k et s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he 
application, are available in the Gladewater City Clerk’s office 
the first week of January.  For more information call 903-845-
2196 Extension: 4.

G l a d ew a t er  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m em b er s  a r e el ec t ed  a t  l a r g e,  b y  
p o s i t i o n  n u m b er ,  a n d  s er v e t w o  y ea r  t er m s ,  w i t h n o  t er m  l i m i t s .  
P o s i t i o n s  1 ,  2  a n d  3  a r e el ec t ed  i n  ev en - n u m b er ed  y ea r s ,  w i t h 
t he m a y o r  d es i g n a t ed  a s  p o s i t i o n  n u m b er  1 .  P o s i t i o n s  4 ,  5 ,  6  
&  7  a r e el ec t ed  i n  o d d - n u m b er ed  y ea r s .  B y  v i r t u e o f  t he C i t y  
C ha r t er ,  t he M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m em b er s  a r e c o m p en s a t ed  
$ 1 0 0  p er  y ea r  f o r  t hei r  s er v i c es .

F i l i n g  a l s o  c o n t i n u es  f o r  t he G l a d ew a t er  I S D ’ s  t hr ee ex p i r ed  

b o a r d  t er m s  The t er m s  o f  t hr ee m em b er s  o f  t he s ev en - p er -
s o n  s c ho o l  b o a r d  ex p i r e t hi s  y ea r  i n c l u d i n g  t ho s e o f  P l a c e 
1  Tr u s t ee R o s s  M o r g a n ,  P l a c e 2  Tr u s t ee R i c k y  B l a c k m o n  
a n d  P l a c e 3  Tr u s t ee G a r t h C o c k r el l .  

C o c k r el l  i s  t he l o n g es t - s er v i n g  t r u s t ee o n  t he b o a r d .  H e 
was first elected in 1988 and has serve 11 terms in office. 
Blackmon was first elected in 2007 and has served five 
terms. Morgan is completing his first term on the school 
b o a r d .

A n d  a s  f o r  t he M a r c h 1 s t  P r i m a r y  el ec t i o n s ,  Tex a s  S ec r e-
t a r y  o f  S t a t e J o hn  S c o t t  r em i n d s  a l l  el i g i b l e Tex a s  v o t er s  t o  
m a k e s u r e t hey  a r e r eg i s t er ed  t o  v o t e a hea d  o f  t he J a n u a r y  
3 1 s t  v o t er  r eg i s t r a t i o n  d ea d l i n e.

V o t er s  r eg i s t er ed  b y  J a n u a r y  3 1 s t  c a n  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n  E a r l y  V o t i n g ,  w hi c h b eg i n s  o n  F eb r u a r y  1 4 t h a n d  en d s  
F eb r u a r y  2 5 t h,  2 0 2 2 .  I n  Tex a s ,  v o t er s  r eg i s t er  w i t h t hei r  
r es p ec t i v e c o u n t y  v o t er  r eg i s t r a r s ,  w hi c h a r e ho u s ed  w i t hi n  
Elections Administrator offices or Tax Assessor-Collector 
offices, depending on the county.

S ec r et a r y  S c o t t  en c o u r a g ed  a l l  Tex a n s  w ho  a r e el i g i b l e 
t o  g et  r eg i s t er ed  a n d  g et  i n f o r m ed  a s  t hey  p r ep a r e t o  hea d  
to the polls next month:

“ R eg i s t er i n g  t o  v o t e i n  Tex a s  i s  ea s y  a n d  s t r a i g ht f o r w a r d  
- so long as you are a qualified voter, you can send in a voter 

City, school, primary elections coming up

E a c h J a n u a r y ,  w e ho n o r  t he c o m m u n i t y  v o l u n t eer s  
w ho  s er v e o n  t hei r  l o c a l  s c ho o l  b o a r d s .  The 2 0 2 2  S c ho o l  
B o a r d  R ec o g n i t i o n  t hem e i s  R i s i n g  A b o v e,  w hi c h i s  
es p ec i a l l y  a p t  r i g ht  n o w ,  g i v en  t ha t  m a n y  s c ho o l  b o a r d  
m em b er s  a r e f a c i n g  u n p r ec ed en t ed  c ha l l en g es  i n  t r y i n g  
t o  n a v i g a t e c o n t r o v er s i a l  t o p i c s  i n  K - 1 2  ed u c a t i o n .

I n  r ec o g n i t i o n  o f  S c ho o l  B o a r d  R ec o g n i t i o n  M o n t h,  
a  p r o c l a m a t i o n  w a s  i s s u ed  b y  Tex a s  G o v .  G r eg  A b b o t t .

The p r o c l a m a t i o n  c i t es  s c ho o l  b o a r d s  a s  a  k ey  p a r t  
o f  Tex a s  ed u c a t i o n .  “ They  w o r k  w i t h p a r en t s ,  ed u c a -
t i o n  p r o f es s i o n a l s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m em b er s  t o  c r ea t e 
s u c c es s f u l  l ea r n i n g  en v i r o n m en t s  f o r  o u r  s t u d en t s .  O u r  
s c ho o l  b o a r d s  c o n t i n u e t o  b e i n s t r u m en t a l  a s  t hey  t a c k l e 
n ew  c ha l l en g es  f o r  Tex a s  p u b l i c  s c ho o l s  a n d  s er v e t he 
ev er - ev o l v i n g  n eed s  o f  o u r  s t u d en t s , ”  i t  r ea d s .

(See the full proclamation on Page 5)
“ S c ho o l  b o a r d s  a r e es s en t i a l  t o  a  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  ed u -

c a t i o n  s y s t em , ”  Tex a s  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c ho o l  B o a r d s  
( TA S B )  E x ec u t i v e D i r ec t o r  D a n  Tr o x el l  s a i d .  “ They  
p r o v i d e t he l o c a l  g o v er n a n c e a n d  o v er s i g ht  t ha t  m a k es  i t  
p o s s i b l e f o r  s c ho o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  s er v e s t u d en t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
es t a b l i s hi n g  a  s t r a t eg i c  p l a n ,  a d o p t i n g  p o l i c i es ,  a p p r o v -
i n g  a  b u d g et  a n d  s el ec t i n g  a n d  ev a l u a t i n g  a  s u p er i n t en -
dent. It’s fitting that we celebrate them in January as 
t hei r  l ea d er s hi p  i s  k ey  t o  t he s u c c es s  o f  ev er y  s c ho o l  
d i s t r i c t  i n  Tex a s . ”  

W i t h s c ho o l  b o a r d s  i n  t he n ew s  m o r e t ha n  ev er ,  S c ho o l  
B o a r d  R ec o g n i t i o n  M o n t h t hi s  J a n u a r y  s ho u l d n ’ t  j u s t  b e 
b u s i n es s  a s  u s u a l .  

“ W e t hi n k  i t ’ s  a  p er f ec t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r ec o g n i z e o u r  

C eleb rating Sc hool B oard  R ec ognition M onth

s c ho o l  b o a r d  m em b er s  f o r  t hei r  ha r d  w o r k  a n d  c o m -
m i t m en t  t o  i m p r o v i n g  o u t c o m es  f o r  s t u d en t s  a c r o s s  
t he s t a t e, ”  Tr o x el l  s a i d .  “ I t ’ s  a l s o  t he r i g ht  t i m e t o  
r em i n d  ev er y o n e a b o u t  t he i m p o r t a n t  r o l e s c ho o l  
b o a r d s  ha v e i n  t he g o v er n a n c e a n d  o v er s i g ht  o f  p u b l i c  
ed u c a t i o n . ”  

“ W i t h a l l  t he hea d l i n es ,  i t  w o u l d  b e ea s y  t o  g et  t he 
w r o n g  i m p r es s i o n  o f  w ha t  s c ho o l  b o a r d s  a c t u a l l y  d o , ”  
Tr o x el l  s a i d .  “ H er e a t  TA S B ,  w e w a n t  t o  b r i n g  t he 
f o c u s  b a c k  t o  t he k ey  w o r k  o f  o u r  v o l u n t eer  s c ho o l  
b o a r d  m em b er s ,  w ho  a r e el ec t ed  t o  hel p  t hei r  d i s t r i c t s  
es t a b l i s h a  s t r a t eg i c  p l a n ,  c r ea t e b u d g et s ,  a d o p t  p o l i -
c i es ,  a n d  s el ec t  a n d  ev a l u a t e t hei r  s u p er i n t en d en t . ”  

Union Grove ISD School Board Members are: Jody Day - President (Place 7), Bennie Norris 
- Vice President (Place 5), Tim Turner - Secretary (Place 4), Justin Smith, Asst. Secretary 
(Place 2), Tim Bower (Place 6), Kelly Chambliss (Place 1) and Michael Potter (Place 3).

The Gladewater ISD School Board - Jamie Robertson-Board Secretary, David Floyd-Board Member, 
Jon Keller-Board President, Rickie Blackmon-Board Vice President, Jeff Cook- Board Member, 
Ross Morgan-Board Member, Garth Cockerell-Board Member, Sedric Clark-Superintendent

Vote- b y - m ail 
rejections are 

testing v oting law
By The Texas Tribune

W i t h l es s  t ha n  a  m o n t h l ef t  t o  
v o t e b y  m a i l  i n  t he M a r c h p r i m a r y  
el ec t i o n ,  hu n d r ed s  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  
f o r  m a i l - i n  b a l l o t s  a r e b ei n g  r e-
j ec t ed  a s  b o t h Tex a s  v o t er s  a n d  
l o c a l  el ec t i o n  o f f i c i a l s  d ec i p her  
n ew  I D  r eq u i r em en t s  en a c t ed  b y  
R ep u b l i c a n  l a w m a k er s .

B a r el y  s t a r t ed  d o w n  t he p a t h t o -
ward the first elections conducted 
u n d er  v o t i n g  r es t r i c t i o n s  en a c t ed  
l a s t  y ea r  b y  R ep u b l i c a n  l a w m a k -
er s ,  Tex a s  v o t er s  a n d  l o c a l  el ec t i o n  
officials have found themselves 
en v el o p ed  i n  a  f o g  o f  er r o r s ,  d el a y s  
a n d  m i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a s  t hey  
n a v i g a t e n ew  r u l e s  f o r  c a s t i n g  
v o t es  b y  m a i l .

O n l y  a  s m a l l  s l i c e o f  t he s t a t e’ s  
el ec t o r a t e i s  a l l o w ed  t o  c a s t  a b -
s en t ee b a l l o t s ,  a n d  t he t r i c k l e o f  
r eq u es t s  f o r  m a i l - i n  b a l l o t s  t ha t  
b eg a n  i n  ea r l y  J a n u a r y  i s  n o w  
s w el l i n g  i n t o  t he u s u a l  p r e- el ec t i o n  
flood.

B u t  hu n d r ed s  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a r e 
b ei n g  r ej ec t ed  —  i n  m a n y  c a s es  
b ec a u s e v o t er s  a p p ea r  t o  n o t  k n o w  
t he n ew  r u l es .  L o c a l  el ec t i o n  w o r k -
er s  t hem s el v es  a r e s t i l l  d ec i p her i n g  
t he p r o c ed u r es ,  a n d  s a y  t hey ’ v e 
b een  ha m p er ed  b y  a  p a u c i t y  o f  hel p  
a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t he Tex a s  
secretary of state’s office. Mean-
w hi l e,  t he s t a t e i s  s c r a m b l i n g  t o  
p r o v i d e t r a i n i n g  u n d er  t he c r u s h o f  
a d v i s i n g  c o u n t i es  o n  i m p l em en t i n g  
a  m u l t i t u d e o f  el ec t i o n  c ha n g es .

“ W e  a r e b o m b a r d e d , ”  s a i d  
Y v o n n e R a m o n ,  t he H i d a l g o  C o u n -
t y  el ec t i o n s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r .  “ To  t r y  
t o  r ev i ew  S en a t e B i l l  1  a l o n e w a s  
a  m o n s t er ,  a n d  i t  w a s n ’ t  j u s t  o n  u s .  
I t  w a s  o n  t he s t a t e.  I t  w a s  o n  ev er y  
election official  at every level.”

S i g n ed  i n t o  l a w  b y  G o v .  G r eg  
A b b o t t  i n  S ep t em b er ,  t he v o t i n g  
l a w  k n o w n  a s  S en a t e B i l l  1  c o n -
t a i n ed  a n  a r r a y  o f  n ew  r es t r i c t i o n s  
o n  t he s t a t e’ s  v o t i n g  p r o c es s  a n d  
n a r r o w ed  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  el ec t i o n s .

A m o n g  i t s  m a n y  p r o v i s i o n s  —  
a n d  t he ea r l i es t  t o  b e t es t ed  —  a r e 
n ew  r u l es  f o r  v o t i n g  b y  m a i l .  A b -
s en t ee v o t er s  a r e n o w  r eq u i r ed  t o  
include a state identification num-
b er  l i k e a  d r i v er ’ s  l i c en s e n u m b er  
o r  a  p a r t i a l  S o c i a l  S ec u r i t y  n u m b er  
o n  t hei r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a  m a i l - i n  
b a l l o t .  Tho s e n u m b er s  m u s t  m a t c h 
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  v o t er ’ s  r ec o r d  o r  
t hei r  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e r ej ec t ed .

R e g u l a r  m a i l - i n  v o t e r s  m u s t  
s u b m i t  n ew  a p p l i c a t i o n s  ea c h y ea r ,  
a n d  w hen  c o u n t i es  b eg a n  a c c ep t -
i n g  t hem  t hi s  y ea r ,  t he r ej ec t i o n  
r a t es  w er e s t a g g er i n g .  H u n d r ed s  
of applications were deficient, in 
s o m e c a s es  m i s s i n g  a n  I D  n u m b er .  
I n  o t her  c a s es ,  v o t er s  ha d  l i s t ed  a  
n u m b er  t ha t  d i d n ’ t  a p p ea r  t o  b e o n  

Continued on Page 7

By Phillip Williams
A  4 2 - y ea r - o l d  m a n  w a s  k i l l ed  

S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  w hen  hi s  p i c k u p  
t r a v el ed  o f f  F M  1 8 4 4  a n d  s t r u c k  
a  t r ee n ea r  U n i o n  G r o v e,  a  c r a s h 
w hi c h w en t  u n d i s c o v er ed  b y  b y -
p a s s er s  f o r  s o m e t i m e,  s a i d  U p s hu r  
C o u n t y  P r ec i n c t  3  J u s t i c e o f  t he 
P ea c e R ho n d a  W el c h.

J a m es  G l en n  E n g em a n ,  w ho s e 
d r i v er ’ s  l i c en s e l i s t ed  a  P i t t s b u r g  
a d d r es s ,  b u t  w ho  r ep o r t ed l y  l i v ed  
w i t h f r i en d s  o n  1 8 4 4  n ea r  t he c r a s h 
s c en e,  w a s  p r o n o u n c ed  d ea d  a t  
the scene by Welch at 9:30 a.m., 
s he s a i d . .

The w es t b o u n d  C hev r o l et  A v a -
l a n c he p r o b a b l y  r a n  o f f  t he r o a d -
w a y ’ s  r i g ht  s i d e b ef o r e E n g em a n  
o v e r c o r r e c t e d ,  a n d  hi s  w heel s  
c a u g ht  t he p a v em en t ,  c a u s i n g  hi m  
t o  l o s e c o n t r o l  o f  t he p i c k u p ,  t he 
j u d g e s a i d .  The p i c k u p  t hen  w en t  
t hr o u g h a  f en c e b ef o r e s t r i k i n g  t he 
t r ee,  l ea v i n g  t he v ehi c l e m a n g l ed ,  
s he s a i d .

W i t h t he w r ec k a g e o f f  t he r o a d -
w a y ,  m a n y  m o t o r i s t s  p a s s ed  b y  
w i t ho u t  s p o t t i n g  i t  u n t i l  a  p a s s er b y  
n o t i c ed  i t  a n  es t i m a t ed  t w o  m i l es  
f r o m  U n i o n  G r o v e,  W el c h s a i d .

E n g em a n  w a s  n o t  w ea r i n g  a  
s a f et y  b el t ,  b u t  t her e w a s  n o  i n d i -
c a t i o n  a l c o ho l  w a s  i n v o l v ed  i n  t he 
ea r l y - m o r n i n g  c r a s h,  s he a d d ed .

Man killed 
in wreck 

on FM 1844

OWENS
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Pinewood 
derby slated

G l a d ew a t er ’ s  C u b  S c o u t s  P a c k  
1 9 6  w i l l  ho s t  i t s  P i n ew o o d  D er b y  
F eb .  2 6 .  I t  w i l l  b e hel d  a t  t he G l a d e-
w a t er  F o r m er  S t u d en t s  B u i l d i n g ,  
l o c a t ed  a t  2 5 0 9  H en d r i c k s  S t .

C a r  c hec k - i n  i s  f r o m  9 - 1 1  a . m .   
a n d  t he r a c e s t a r t s  a t  n o o n .  A n y o n e 
c a n  en t er  a  c a r  t o  r a c e d u r i n g  t he 
o u t l a w  r a c e.  F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n -
t a c t  C a r l a  B i g l er  a t  9 0 3 - 7 4 6 - 2 6 6 1 .

N o local early  v oting in city  election

OWENS

N ex t  w eek ’ s  t r a i n i n g  s c hed u l e 
f o r  U p s hu r  C o u n t y  el ec t i o n  w o r k -
e r s  i n  t he r e s p e c t i v e M a r c h 1  
D em o c r a t i c  a n d  R ep u b l i c a n  p a r t y  
p r i m a r i e s  ha s  b een  a n n o u n c e d  
b y  c o u n t y  D em o c r a t i c  C ha i r m a n  
W i n i f r ed  J a c k s o n .

The t r a i n i n g ,  t o  b e hel d  a t  t he 
U p s h u r  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e o n  
t he d o w n t o w n  G i l m er  s q u a r e,  i s  
r eq u i r ed  t o  w o r k  i n  ei t her  p r i m a r y  
d u e t o  m a j o r  c ha n g es  i n  s t a t e el ec -
t i o n  l a w ,  J a c k s o n  s a i d .

S he s a i d  C o u n t y  E l ec t i o n  A d -
m i n i s t r a t o r  L o r y  H a r l e w i l l  c o n d u c t  
t he t w o - ho u r  s es s i o n s ,  a s s i s t ed  b y  
her  d ep u t y ,  K a m i  W hi t w o r t h,  J a c k -
s o n  a n d  c o u n t y  R ep u b l i c a n  P a r t y  
C ha i r m a n  D e’ B o r a h D ea z .

E a c h s es s i o n  w i l l  i n v o l v e w o r k -
e r s  f r o m  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p  o f  
v o t i n g  b o x es .  The d a t es ,  t i m es  a n d  
p o l l i n g  s i t es  a r e:

9  a . m .  Tu es d a y - - I n d i a n  R o c k ,  
E a s t  M o u n t a i n  a n d  G l en w o o d

1  p . m .  Tu es d a y - - A s hl a n d  M a -
s o n i c  L o d g e,  A s s em b l y  o f  G o d  i n  
G i l m er  a n d  W a l n u t  C r eek  B a p t i s t  
C hu r c h

9  a . m .  W ed n es d a y - - O r e C i t y ,  
F r o n t i er  C o w b o y  C hu r c h a n d  E n o n

1  p . m .  W ed n es d a y - - B i g  S a n d y ,  
P r i t c het t  a n d  S i m p s o n v i l l e 

9  a . m .  Thu r s d a y - - G l a d ew a t er  
a n d  O a k  H i l l  B a p t i s t  C hu r c h

1  p . m .  Thu r s d a y - - R o s ew o o d  a n d  
U p s hu r  C o u n t y  L i b r a r y

E a r l y  i n - p er s o n  v o t i n g  b eg i n s  a t  
Harle’s office on the courthouse’s 
third floor Feb. 14, and will be held 
t her e m o s t  d a y s  t hr o u g h F eb .  2 5 .

F o r  m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t he 
t r a i n i n g ,  c o n t a c t  J a c k s o n  a t  9 0 3 -
2 3 8 - 3 7 7 9 .  

Election worker 
training schedule 

announced

Tw o  b o o k s  w i l l  b e r ea d  t o  y o u n g  
c hi l d r en  a t  ea c h o f  t he U p s hu r  
C o u n t y  L i b r a r y ’ s  t w o  w eek l y  “ S t o -
r y t i m e”  s es s i o n s  Thu r s d a y  ( F eb .  3 )  
i n  G i l m er .

“ G r o u n d  H u g  D a y ”  b y  A n n e 
M a r i e P a c e,  a n d  “ A  C r a n k en s t ei n  
V a l en t i n e”  b y  S a m a n t ha  B er g er ,  
w i l l  b e p r es en t ed  a t  t he 1 0  a . m .  a n d  
4 : 1 5  p . m .  s es s i o n s .

A  c r a f t  w i l l  f o l l o w  ea c h S t o r y -
t i m e,  s a i d  K a r i  D u n n ,  c hi l d r en ’ s  
c o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t he l i b r a r y  l o c a t ed  
a t  7 0 2  W .  Ty l er  ( w hi c h i s  a l s o  
Tex a s  1 5 4 . )

W hi l e t he ev en t s  a r e f r ee,  c hi l -
d r en  u n d er  1 2  m u s t  b e a c c o m p a -
n i ed  b y  a n  a d u l t .

F o r  m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n ,  c a l l  t he 
l i b r a r y  a t  9 0 3 - 8 4 3 - 5 0 0 1  o r  v i s i t  
w w w . y o u s eem o r e. c o m / u p s hu r .

Storytime set for
Feb. 3 in Gilmer

By Jim Bardwell
The Tex a s  L eg i s l a t u r e a d o p t ed  

t w o  j o i n t  r es o l u t i o n s  i n  t he S ec o n d  
a n d  Thi r d  S p ec i a l  S es s i o n s .  A s  a  
r es u l t ,  t her e w i l l  b e a  s t a t ew i d e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m en d m en t  el ec t i o n  
hel d  o n  M a y  7 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  t he s a m e t i m e 
a s  G l a d ew a t er ’ s  m u n i c i p a l  el ec t i o n .

E a r l y  v o t i n g  i s  s et  f o r  A p r i l  2 5 -
M a y  3  f o r  b o t h s t a t e a n d  l o c a l  
el ec t i o n .  H o w ev er ,  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  
v o t e ea r l y  y o u  w i l l  ha v e t o  d r i v e 
t o  L o n g v i ew  o r  G i l m er .  A n d  t ha t  
i n c l u d es  t he c i t y  el ec t i o n .

G l a d ew a t er  C i t y  C l er k  J u d y  V a n -
H o u t en  ex p l a i n ed  t ha t  s i n c e t he C i t y  
o f  G l a d ew a t er  i s  t a g g i n g  a l o n g  w i t h 
t he c o u n t i es  ( U p s hu r  a n d  G r eg g )  
o n  t he M a y  7  el ec t i o n  a n d  u s i n g  t he 
c o u n t y ’ s  ea r l y  v o t i n g  s et  u p ,  n o  l o c a l  
p o l l i n g  l o c a t i o n  w i l l  b e a v a i l a b l e i n  
G l a d ew a t er .

S he s a i d  t he c i t y  c o u n c i l  a g r eed  t o  
t hi s  a t  i t s  J a n u a r y  m eet i n g .

W hi l e t hi s  a p p ea r s  t o  b e a n  ec o -
n o m i c a l  m o v e a n d  w o u l d  s a v e 
t a x p a y er  d o l l a r s ,  i t  c o u l d  c r ea t e a  
ha r d s hi p  o n  o l d er  a n d  ha n d i c a p p ed  
v o t er s  a n d  c o u l d  b e c o n s i d er ed  d i s -
en f r a n c hi s i n g  v o t er s .

S o  w hy  c a n ’ t  U p s hu r  C o u n t y  
p r o v i d e a n  ea r l y  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n  
i n  G l a d ew a t er  a n d  s i m p l y  c ha r g e 
G l a d ew a t er  f o r  t he c i t y ’ s  p a r t  o f  t he 
ex p en s e?

V a n H o u s t en  s a i d  G r eg g  C o u n t y  i s  
w i l l i n g  t o  d o  j u s t  t ha t .

V a n H o u t en  s a i d  s he ha s  c ho s en  
t o  n o t  ha v e G r eg g  C o u n t y  s et  u p  a  
G l a d ew a t er  ea r l y  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n  
b ec a u s e “ i t  w o u l d n ’ t  b e f a i r ”  t o  t he 
c i t y  v o t er s  l i v i n g  i n  U p s hu r  C o u n t y .

I f  t her e a r e n o  c o n t es t ed  r a c es ,  
t he c o u n c i l  w i l l  c a n c el  t he el ec t i o n ,  
l ea v i n g  t hi s  ea r l y  v o t i n g  i s s u e m o o t .  
B u t  i f  t her e i s  a  c ha l l en g ed  r a c e t he 
el ec t i o n  w i l l  b e c o n d u c t ed  a n d  t he 
i s s u e o f  n o  l o c a l  ea r l y  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n  
c o m es  i n t o  p l a y .

U p s hu r  C o u n t y  J u d g e To d d  Tef t -
el l er  s a i d  “ W e d o n ’ t  ha v e t he a b i l i t y  
t o  ha v e ea r l y  v o t i n g  i n  m o r e t ha n  o n e 
l o c a t i o n .  ( I ’ m )  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  eq u i p -
m en t  ( a n d )  m a n p o w er ”  a n d  i t ’ s  p a r t l y  
“financial.”  

H e a d d ed  t ha t  “ w e d o n ’ t  ha v e 
ea r l y  v o t i n g ”   i n  o t her  p a r t s  o f  t he 
c o u n t y ,  a n d  t ha t  i t  ha d  a l w a y s  b een  
hel d  i n  o n e l o c a t i o n  d u r i n g  hi s  t hr ee 
y ea r s  a s  c o u n t y  j u d g e.  “ W e d o n ’ t  d o  
t ha t  i n  O r e C i t y  o r  B i g  S a n d y , ”  he 
s a i d ,  a n d  a l s o  n o t ed  t ha t  G l a d ew a t er  
v o t er s  c a n  c a s t  t hei r  b a l l o t s  i n  t hei r  

FLANAGAN

c i t y  o n  el ec t i o n  d a y .
 Tef t el l er  s a i d  C i t y  M a n a g er   

R i c k y  To w  o r  “ s o m eo n e w i t h t he 
c i t y ”  w o u l d  n eed  t o  a p p r o a c h t he 
c o u n t y  c o m m i s s i o n er s  c o u r t  i f  t hey  
w a n t  t o  t r y  t o  c ha n g e t he ea r l y  v o t i n g  
a r r a n g em en t  i n  t he f u t u r e

 “ N o b o d y ’ s  r ea l l y  a p p r o a c hed  
m e a b o u t  i t  b ef o r e, ”   t he j u d g e s a i d ,  
a d d i n g  he w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  
i t  a f t er  t hi s  el ec t i o n .

M e a n w h i l e ,  f i l i n g  c o n t i n u e s  
t hr o u g h F eb .  1 8  f o r  t he c i t y  a n d  
s c ho o l   el ec t i o n s  hel d  S a t u r d a y ,  
M a y  7 .

M a y o r  J D  S hi p p ,  P l a c e 1 ,  ha s  
c ho s en  n o t  t o  s eek  r e- el ec t i o n  a n d  
P l a c e 3  C o u n c i l m a n  S c o t t  O w en s  
ha s  t o s s ed  hi s  ha t  i n t o  t he m a y o r ’ s  
r a c e.  A s  o f  Tu es d a y  he ha d  d r a w n  
n o  o p p o n en t .

A n d  B r a n d y  F l a n a g a n ,  P l a c e 4 ,  ha s  
s i g n ed  u p  t o  r u n  f o r  a  t hi r d .

 P l a c e 5 ,  a n  u n ex p i r ed  t er m  p r ev i -
o u s l y  hel d  b y  c o u n c i l m a n  D en n i s  
R o b er t s o n ,  w ho  r es i g n ed  D ec .  3 1 ,  
2 0 2 1  d u e he a n d  hi s  w i f e m o v i n g  
t o  L o n g v i ew ,  i s  o p en  a s  i s  O w en s ’  
P l a c e 3  s ea t .

V a n H o u t en  s a i d  n o  o n e ha d  p i c k ed  

u p  a  p a c k et  a s  o f  M o n d a y .
C a n d i d a t e p a c k et s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he 

a p p l i c a t i o n ,  a r e a v a i l a b l e i n  t he 
Gladewater City Clerk’s office the 
f i r s t  w eek  o f  J a n u a r y .   F o r  m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n  c a l l  9 0 3 - 8 4 5 - 2 1 9 6  E x -
t en s i o n :  4 .

G l a d ew a t er  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m em -
b er s  a r e el ec t ed  a t  l a r g e,  b y  p o s i t i o n  
n u m b er ,  a n d  s er v e t w o  y ea r  t er m s ,  
w i t h n o  t er m  l i m i t s .  P o s i t i o n s  1 ,  2  
a n d  3  a r e el ec t ed  i n  ev en - n u m b er ed  
y ea r s ,  w i t h t he m a y o r  d es i g n a t ed  a s  
p o s i t i o n  n u m b er  1 .  P o s i t i o n s  4 ,  5 ,  
6  &  7  a r e el ec t ed  i n  o d d - n u m b er ed  
y ea r s .  B y  v i r t u e o f  t he C i t y  C ha r t er ,  
t he M a y o r  a n d  C i t y  C o u n c i l  m em -
b er s  a r e c o m p en s a t ed  $ 1 0 0  p er  y ea r  
f o r  t hei r  s er v i c es .

F i l i n g  a l s o  c o n t i n u es  f o r  t he G l a d e-
w a t er  I S D ’ s  t hr ee ex p i r ed  b o a r d  
t er m s  The t er m s  o f  t hr ee m em b er s  
o f  t he s ev en - p er s o n  s c ho o l  b o a r d  
ex p i r e t hi s  y ea r  i n c l u d i n g  t ho s e o f  
P l a c e 1  Tr u s t ee R o s s  M o r g a n ,  P l a c e 
2  Tr u s t ee R i c k y  B l a c k m o n  a n d  P l a c e 
3  Tr u s t ee G a r t h C o c k r el l .  

C o c k r el l  i s  t he l o n g es t - s er v i n g  
trustee on the board. He was first 
el ec t ed  i n  1 9 8 8  a n d  ha s  s er v e 1 1  
terms in office. Blackmon was first 
elected in 2007 and has served five 
terms. Morgan is completing his first 
t er m  o n  t he s c ho o l  b o a r d .

U . S .  R ep .  L o u i e G o hm er t  i s  
s c hed u l ed  t o  b r i n g  hi s  c a m p a i g n  
f o r  Tex a s  a t t o r n ey  g en er a l  t o  t he 
G i l m er  a r ea  S a t u r d a y .

G o hm er t ,  o n e o f  f o u r  c a n d i d a t es  
f o r  t he R ep u b l i c a n  n o m i n a t i o n ,  
w i l l  a p p ea r  a t  B a r b w i r e H a l o  C o w -
b o y  C hu r c h o n  Tex a s  1 5 4  w es t  o f  
G i l m er  a t  n o o n .

Gohmert stumps

COVID-19 cases 
down; but ICU 

beds nearly full
W hi l e t he n u m b er  o f  n ew  C O -

V I D - 1 9  c a s es  i n  Tex a s  d u r i n g  t he 
p a s t  w eek  d r o p p ed  t o  2 9 5 , 5 0 1  —  a  
d ec r ea s e o f  m o r e t ha n  1 3 0 , 0 0 0  —  t he 
s t a t e’ s  i n t en s i v e c a r e u n i t  b ed s  a r e 
a p p r o a c hi n g  c a p a c i t y  o n c e a g a i n .  
The C o r o n a v i r u s  R es o u r c e C en t er  
a t  J o hn s  H o p k i n s  U n i v er s i t y  a l s o  
r ep o r t ed  1 , 2 1 2  d ea t hs ,  u p  n ea r l y  2 5 %  
f r o m  t he p r ev i o u s  w eek .

The d r o p  i n  n ew  c a s es  ha s  hea l t h 
officials hopeful the omicron vari-
a n t  ha s  p ea k ed .  H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s  i n  
Texas of lab-confirmed cases of CO-
V I D - 1 9  d r o p p ed  s l i g ht l y  t o  1 2 , 7 6 0 ,  
w i t h o n l y  3 1 7  a v a i l a b l e I C U  b ed s  
i n  t he en t i r e s t a t e,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t he 
Tex a s  D ep a r t m en t  o f  S t a t e H ea l t h 
S er v i c es .

“ The v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he p eo p l e 
w ho  a r e c r i t i c a l l y  i l l  a r e ei t her  
u n v a c c i n a t ed  o r  ha v e s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o m o r b i d i t i es , ”   D r .  J a m es  M c -
C a r t hy ,  c hi ef  p hy s i c i a n  ex ec u t i v e a t  
M em o r i a l  H er m a n n ,  t o l d  t he H o u s -
t o n  C hr o n i c l e.  “ W e a r e n o t  s eei n g  
m i d d l e- a g ed ,  hea l t hy ,  v a c c i n a t ed  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t he I C U  l i k e w e d i d  
i n  t he p r ev i o u s  w a v e. ”

A  t o t a l  o f  1 6 . 8 9 6  m i l l i o n  Tex a n s  
a r e f u l l y  v a c c i n a t ed ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
D S H S ,  w hi c h i s  5 8 %  o f  t he s t a t e’ s  
p o p u l a t i o n .  A n  a d d i t i o n a l  5 . 8 5  m i l -
l i o n  Tex a n s  ha v e r ec ei v ed  a  b o o s t er  
d o s e.

J a c k  F o l t y n ,  w o r l d  r en o w n ed  en t er t a i n er ,  i s  m a k i n g  
his first live performance in over two years in his very 
o w n  t hea t r e -  J a c k s o n s  Thea t r e ( f o r m er l y  t he G l a d ew a t er  
O p r y )  -   l o c a t ed  i n  d o w n t o w n  G l a d ew a t er .

The s ho w  w i l l  b e o n  V a l en t i n es  w eek en d ,  F eb r u a r y  1 1  
a n d  1 2  a t  7  p . m  a n d  t hen  o n  S u n d a y  F eb r u a r y  1 3  2  p . m .  
D o o r s  o p en  a t  6  p . m .  w i t h t he l o b b y  o p en  w i t h c ha m p a g n e 
a n d  r ef r es hm en t s .

“I am excited, nervous and I have not had butterflies 
l i k e t hi s  i n  a  l o n g  t i m e! ”  F l o t y n  s a i d .

“ W hen  y o u r  s t a r t i n g  a  v en t u r e l i k e t hi s  p er f o r m i n g  i n  
a  s ho w  i s  o n e t hi n g  b u t  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  y o u  w a n t  y o u r  
a u d i en c e t o  ha v e t he J a c k s o n  ex p er i en c e f r o m  t he l i g ht s ,  
s o u n d ,  b a t hr o o m s ,  s ea t s ,  l o b b y  -  I  j u s t  w a n t    ev er y t hi n g  
t o  b e p er f ec t . ”

“ W e ha v e a  b a n d  a n d  b a c k  u p  s i n g er s  t ha t  a r e l o c a l  
a n d  w e l o o k  t o  b l o w  p eo p l e a w a y  a n d  ha v e f u n  a n d  p u t  
G l a d ew a t er  o n  t he m a p  w i t h t o p  r a t e en t er t a i n m en t .  

“ S o  I ’ m  d o u b l i n g  d o w n  o n  m e a n d  m y  b el i ef  t ha t  t he 
v i s i o n  f o r  t he t hea t r e i s  t o u r i s m ,  t o u r i s m ,   t o u r i s m . ”  

B r i n g  y o u r  d a t e a n d  c o m e o u t  t o  J a c k s o n ’ s .  The i n -

n a u g u r a l  o p en i n g  c o n c er t  w i l l  f ea t u r e F o l t y n  a s  he 
p o r t r a y s  t he “ K i n g ”  l i k e n o  o n e el s e c a n .  W i t h hi t s  
l i k e C a n ’ t  hel p  F a l l i n g  i n  L o v e,  G i v e m e t he R i g ht ,  
K i s s  M e Q u i c k  a n d  m a n y  o t her s  p a c k ed  i n t o  w ha t  
i s  b ei n g  d es c r i b ed  a s  a n  el ec t r i f y i n g  2 - ho u r  s ho w .  

I t  i s  g en er a l  s ea t i n g ,  b u t  y o u  c a n  c a l l  o n c e y o u  
ha v e p u r c ha s ed  s ea t s  a n d  r es er v e y o u r  s ea t i n g .  C a l l  
( 9 3 6 )  6 6 1 - 7 6 5 8 .

Live music 
returning to 
former Opry

The shelves at Manna House are full of food items to help those in need. But donations are 
always needed, so please drop off your extra non-perishable food items at the Manna 
House, located next to City Hall, or at the Gladewater Mirror, located at 211 N. Main Street.
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Four seats 
up for grabs 
on council
F o u r  s ea t s  o n  t he G l a d ew a t er  

C i t y  C o u n c i l  a r e u p  f o r  g r a b s  i n  
t he u p c o m i n g  M a y  7  m u n i c i p a l  
el ec t i o n .

Thr ee o f  t he 
s ea t s  c u r r en t l y  
b el o n g  t o  M a y o r  
J D  S hi p p ,  P l a c e 
1 ,  a n d  c o u n c i l  
m em b er s  B r a n -
d y  F l a n a g a n ,  
P l a c e  4 ,  a n d  
S c o t t  O w e n s ,  
P l a c e 3 .  A  f o u r t h 
s ea t  i s   a n  u n -

ex p i r ed  t er m  p r ev i o u s l y  hel d  b y  
c o u n c i l m a n  D en n i s  R o b e r t s o n ,  
w ho  r es i g n ed  D ec .  3 1 ,  2 0 2 1  d u e he 
a n d  hi s  w i f e m o v i n g  t o  L o n g v i ew .  

R a t her  t ha n  a p -
p o i n t  s o m eo n e 
t o  t he v a c a n c y ,  
t h e  c o u n c i l  
c ho s e t o  l et  t he 
v o t er s  c ho o s e 
w ho  t hey  a n t ed  
f o r  t he P l a c e 5  
s ea t .

A  c o u n c i l  
m em b er  m u s t  

l i v e i n s i d e t he c i t y  l i m i t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  t he c i t y ’ s  b i - l a w s .

S hi p p ,  w ho  ha s  n o t  a n n o u n c ed  
w het her  he w i l l  s eek  a  t hi r d  t er m  
a s  m a y o r ,  ha s  s er v ed  o n  t he c o u n c i l  

f o r  1 2  y ea r s  -  he 
i s  i n  hi s  f o u r t h 
y ea r  a s  m a y o r  
a n d  s e r v e d  
ei g ht  y ea r s  a s  a  
c o u n c i l m a n .

F l a n a g a n  ha s  
b e e n  o n  t h e 
c o u n c i l  s i n c e 
2 0 1 8 ,  s e r v i n g  
t w o  t er m s .

O w en s  i s  s eek i n g  a  s ec o n d  t er m  
o n  t he c o u n c i l  a f t er  b ei n g  el ec t ed  
i n  2 0 2 0 .  P r ev i o u s l y  he s er v ed  o n  
t he c o u n c i l  f o r  1 0  y ea r s .

C a n d i d a t e el i g i b i l i t y  r eq u i r e-
ments and deadline to fi le include:

1 .  M U S T b e a  U n i t ed  S t a t es  
C i t i z en .

2 .  M U S T b e a t  l ea s t  1 8  y ea r s  o f  
a g e o r  o l d er  o n  t he c o m m en c em en t  
of the term fi lled at the election.

3 .  M U S T b e a  r eg i s t er ed  v o t er  
o f  t he C i t y  o f  G l a d ew a t er  a s  o f  t he 
fi ling deadline.

4 .  M U S T ha v e r e s i d e d  c o n -
t i n u o u s l y  i n  Tex a s  f o r  t w el v e ( 1 2 )  
m o n t hs  a n d  t he C i t y  f o r  6  m o n t hs  
immediately preceding fi ling dead-
l i n e.

5. MUST NOT have been fi nally 
c o n v i c t ed  o f  a  f el o n y  ( u n l es s  p a r -
d o n ed  o r  o t her w i s e r el ea s ed  f r o m  
t he r es u l t i n g  d i s a b i l i t i es ) .

6 .  M U S T s a t i s f y  a n y  o t her  r e-
q u i r em en t  p r es c r i b ed  b y  l a w  f o r  
the offi ce.

F i l i n g  b eg i n  J a n .  1 9  a n d  t he 
deadline to fi le a candidate applica-
t i o n  i s  F eb .  1 8 ,  b y  5  p . m .  C a n d i d a t e 
p a c k et s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t he a p p l i c a t i o n ,  
a r e a v a i l a b l e i n  t he G l a d ew a t er  
City Clerk’s offi ce the fi rst week 
o f  J a n u a r y .   F o r  m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n  
call 903-845-2196 Extension: 4.

UGHS’ Littlejohn 
gets Lions’ 

share of wins
By Chris Jones

A  l o v e f o r  b a s k et b a l l  b eg a n  f o r  J . B .  L i t t l ej o hn  
p l a y i n g  a s  a  P i r a t e i n  P i t t s b u r g ,  Tex a s .  I t  w a s  
solidifi ed when he moved to Clarksville and 
b ec a m e a  3 - p o i n t  s ho o t er  f o r  C l y d e C a r l i s l e,  
t he s ec o n d  w i n n i n g es t  c o a c h i n  Tex a s  a n d  
t hi r d  w i n n i n g es t  i n  t he n a t i o n  a s  o f  2 0 0 3  w i t h 
1 , 1 0 3  w i n s .  A  y o u n g  L i t t l ej o hn  w o u l d  b u y  i n t o  
C a r l i s l e’ s  d i s c i p l i n ed  c o a c hi n g  s t y l e a n d  hel p  
the Tigers become state fi nalists in 1991 going 
3 5 - 2 .  L i t t l ej o hn  w o u l d  ha v e c er t a i n l y  r ec ei v ed  
a  n o d  f r o m  t he l a t e C a r l i s l e w hen  he n o t c hed  hi s  
o w n  4 0 0 t h c a r eer  w i n  o n  D ec  2 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  b ea t i n g  
A l b a - G o l d en  4 6 - 3 3  i n  t he M c L eo d  To u r n a m en t .  

 D es p i t e hi s  l o v e f o r  b a s k et b a l l ,  i t  w a s n ’ t  
t he s p o r t  o f  c ho i c e i n  t he L i t t l ej o hn  ho u s e-
ho l d .  H i s  f a t her  p l a y ed  a g a i n s t  t he l i k es  o f  
t he G o l d en  B ea r ,  J a c k  N i c k l a u s  a s  a  s em i - p r o  
g o l f er .  E n o u g h o f  t ha t  t a l en t  t o  s w i n g  a  n i n e 
i r o n  t r a n s f er r ed  d o w n  t o  hi s  s o n ,  ea r n i n g  hi m  
a  s c ho l a r s hi p  t o  G r a y s o n  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  
C o l l eg e.  Ther e he b eg a n  ea r n i n g  hi s  t ea c hi n g /
coaching degree before fi nishing up at UT Tyler. 

A f t er  b eg i n n i n g  hi s  c o a c hi n g  c a r eer  i n  1 9 9 7 ,  

L i t t l ej o hn  r ec ei v ed  t he t i t l e o f  hea d  c o a c h f o r  t he 
fi rst time in 2001 at Fruitvale, but it was at Graford 
H i g h S c ho o l  w her e he f o u n d  hi s  o w n  c o a c hi n g  
i d en t i t y .  I n  2 0 0 8  L i t t l ej o hn  t o o k  t he R a b b i t s  t o  t he 
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By Phillip Williams
The U p s hu r  C o u n t y  G r a n d  J u r y  ha s  i n d i c t ed  R o b er t  L ee Tr a v i s  o n  a  

m u r d er  c ha r g e i n  c o n n ec t i o n  w i t h t he M a y  1  s ho o t i n g  o f  a n  O r e C i t y  m a n .
Tr a v i s ,  4 2  a n d  a l s o  o f  O r e C i t y ,  w a s  i n d i c t ed  D ec .  1 6  o n  c ha r g es  o f  k i l l -

i n g  B r a i d en  R a y  R o b i n s o n .  R o b i n s o n ,  3 2 ,  w a s  s ho t  a b o u t  1 0  p . m .  d u r i n g  
a  d i s t u r b a n c e a t  a  ho m e i n  t he 8 0 0 0  b l o c k  o f  S a l v i a  R o a d  i n  n o r t hea s t er n  
U p s hu r  C o u n t y ,  s her i f f ’ s  C hi ef  D ep u t y  D a v i d  H a z el  s a i d  a t  t he t i m e.

Tr a v i s  a n d  R o b i n s o n  w er e “ k n o w n  t o  ea c h o t her , ”  H a z el  s a i d .  A t  t he 
time, Sheriff Larry Webb said the suspect was arrested at Webb’s offi ce 
i n  G i l m er  a f t er  t u r n i n g  hi m s el f  i n  “ i n  a  r o u n d a b o u t  w a y . ”

Tr a v i s ,  w ho  w a s  a r r es t ed  M a y  2 ,   r em a i n ed  f r ee o n  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  b o n d ,  
said District Attorney Billy Byrd’s offi ce, which announced the indict-
m en t  D ec .  2 2 .  P r ec i n c t  2  J u s t i c e o f  t he P ea c e L y l e P o t t er  ha d  p r o n o u n c ed  
R o b i n s o n  d ea d  a t  t he s c en e.

Travis’ was among 21 indictments, fi ve of them sealed, which the 
j u r y  r et u r n ed  D ec .  1 6  i n  G i l m er ,  B y r d  r ep o r t ed .  J u r o r s  a l s o  n o - b i l l ed  
t w o  c a s es ,  he s a i d .

D ef en d a n t s ,  c ha r g es  a n d  b o n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t he o p en  i n d i c t m en t s  
were as follows, Byrd’s offi ce reported:

I v a n  A n t ho n y  C r a i g  F er r el l ,  2 8 ,  o f  G l a d ew a t er ,  a r s o n  o n  N o v .  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0 .  
H e r em a i n ed  i n  c o u n t y  j a i l  a t  G i l m er  o n  o t her  c ha r g es .

G l a d ew a t er  r es i d en t  B r a n d o n  C o d y  W i l l o u g hb y ,  3 3 ,  p o s s es s i o n  o f  
c o n t r o l l ed  s u b s t a n c e ( m et ha m p het a m i n e) - - r ep ea t  o f f en d er  o n  A p r i l  2 0 ,  
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  b o n d

Ti f f a n y  S ha r ee R o s s ,  3 4 ,  o f  G i l m er ,  a g g r a v a t ed  a s s a u l t  w i t h d ea d l y  
w ea p o n  o n  O c t .  1 7 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  b o n d

K en n et h R a y  J o hn s o n ,  5 4 ,  o f  N ew  L o n d o n ,  p o s s es s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l ed  
s u b s t a n c e ( m et ha m p het a m i n e)  w i t h i n t en t  t o  d el i v er  o n  O c t .  1 4 .  H e 
r em a i n ed  i n  j a i l  u n d er  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  b o n d .   

O w en  C u r t i s  W a x l er ,  3 5 ,  o f  G r a n i s ,  A r k . ,  p o s s es s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l ed  
s u b s t a n c e ( m et ha m p het a m i n e)  o n  O c t .  1 2 ,  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0

R o b er t  P a u l  H o l d er ,  5 3 ,  o f  M o u n t  E n t er p r i s e,  p o s s es s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l ed  
s u b s t a n c e ( m et ha m p het a m i n e)  o n  A u g .  1 9 .  H e r em a i n ed  i n  c o u n t y  j a i l  
a t  G i l m er  o n  o t her  c ha r g es .

L es l i e A n n  G a y ,  3 5 ,  o f  H a w k i n s ,  b u r g l a r y  o f  b u i l d i n g  o n  J a n .  8 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  
$ 1 0 , 0 0 0

E d w a r d  B en t o n  G l a s s ,  5 3 ,  o f  Q u i t m a n ,  p o s s es s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l ed  s u b -

Upshur County indictments handed down

By Phillip Williams
A u t ho r i t i es  a r e s eek i n g  t he p u b -

lic’s help in fi nding a driver whose 
p o s s i b l e a c t  o f  “ r o a d  r a g e”  c a u s ed  
a n o t her  v ehi c l e t o  o v er t u r n  o n  U . S .  
2 7 1  n o r t h o f  G i l m er  W ed n es d a y  
a f t er n o o n  l a s t  w eek ,  k i l l i n g  a  m a n  
a n d  i n j u r i n g  a  w o m a n ,  s a i d  t he 
Tex a s  D ep a r t m en t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f et y .

R a y m o n d  C .  H a l ey  I I ,  3 0 ,  o f  
M o u n t  P l ea s a n t  w a s  p r o n o u n c ed  
d ea d  a t  t he s en e b y  U p s hu r  C o u n t y  
P r ec i n c t  3  J u s t i c e o f  t he P ea c e 
R ho n d a  W el c h n ea r  M i d w a y  c o m -
m u n i t y ,  t he D P S  s a i d .  H i s  p a s s en -
g er ,  S ha v et t  H o l l ey ,  3 0 ,  o f  L i n d en ,  
w a s  t r a n s p o r t ed  t o  U T H ea l t h P i t t s -
b u r g  ho s p i t a l  i n  s t a b l e c o n d i t i o n ,  
s a i d  D P S  s p o k es w o m a n  J ea n  D a r k .

D a r k  r el ea s ed  t hes e d et a i l s  o f  t he 
3 p.m. incident:

P r el i m i n a r y  i n v es t i g a t i o n  i n d i -
c a t ed  H a l ey  w a s  n o r t hb o u n d  i n  a  
2 0 0 1  C hev r o l et  Ta ho e s p o r t  u t i l i t y  
v ehi c l e b ehi n d  t he o t her  v ehi c l e 
w hen  “ i n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n ed  f r o m  
w i t n es s es  a t  t he s c en e”  i n d i c a t ed  
t he f r o n t  v ehi c l e’ s  d r i v er  “ s l a m m ed  
o n  i t s  b r a k es  i n  a  p o s s i b l e r o a d  r a g e 
s i t u a t i o n , ”  c a u s i n g  H a l ey  “ t o  t a k e 
ev a s i v e a c t i o n  t o  t he r i g ht . ”

H a l ey ,  w ho  w a s n ’ t  w ea r i n g  a  
s a f et y  b el t ,  r a n  o f f  t he hi g hw a y ,  
“ o v er c o r r ec t ed  t o  t he l ef t  a n d  t he 
v ehi c l e r o l l ed ,  ej ec t i n g  t he d r i v er . ”  
The o t her  v ehi c l e,  d es c r i b ed  a s  
a  b r o w n  K I A  “ s p o r t a g e t y p e v e-
hi c l e, ”  c o n t i n u ed  n o r t h o n  U . S .  2 7 1  
t o w a r d  P i t t s b u r g .  

The D P S  s eek s  t he p u b l i c ’ s  
hel p  i n  i d en t i f y i n g  t he d r i v er ,  a n d  
a n y o n e w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n  s ho u l d  
contact the DPS’ Gilmer offi ce at 
9 0 3 - 7 9 7 - 2 7 5 3 ,  D a r k  s a i d .

Road rage 
leaves one 
man dead

N ew  Y ea r ’ s  c el eb r a t i o n s  i n  t he U n i t ed  S t a t es  w er e d i a l ed  b a c k  a s  C O -
V I D - 1 9  c a s es  s u r g e,  s o a r i n g  t o  a n  a v er a g e o f  3 4 4 , 0 0 0  p er  d a y  f o r  t he p a s t  
w eek .  C o m p a r ed  t o  t w o  w eek s  a g o ,  ho s p i t a l i z a t i o n s  a r e u p  1 9  p er c en t ,  
w hi l e d ea t hs  ha v e f a l l en  5  p er c en t .  The n u m b er  o f  p eo p l e w ho  ha v e d i ed  
f r o m  C O V I D - 1 9  i n  t he U . S .  n o w  ex c eed s  8 2 2 , 0 0 0 .

The w o r s t  U . S .  o u t b r ea k s  a r e l a r g el y  i n  t he M i d w es t  a n d  N o r t hea s t ,  
b u t  c a s es  a r e a l s o  r i s i n g  a g a i n  i n  t he S o u t hea s t .  A f t er  a  d r a m a t i c  s u m m er  
w a v e f o l l o w ed  b y  a  N o v em b er  l u l l ,  c a s es  i n  F l o r i d a  a r e s k y r o c k et i n g .  
I n  W a s hi n g t o n  D . C .  d a i l y  c a s es  ha v e r i s en  8 0 0  p er c en t  i n  t he p a s t  t w o  
w eek s  a s  t he D i s t r i c t  c o n t i n u es  t o  l ea d  t he c o u n t r y  i n  c a s es  p er  c a p i t a .  O hi o ,  
D el a w a r e,  a n d  l n d i a n a  ha v e t he hi g hes t  r a t es  o f  ho s p i t a l i z a t i o n .

To  hel p  o v er b u r d en ed  ho s p i t a l s  a r o u n d  t he c o u n t r y ,  1 3 , 0 0 0  m em b er s  
o f  t he N a t i o n a l  G u a r d  ha v e b een  a c t i v a t ed  i n  4 8  s t a t es  t o  s u p p o r t  t he 

Coronavirus in the U.S.: Where cases are growing and declining
C O V I D - 1 9  r es p o n s e w i t h ev er y t hi n g  f r o m  v a c c i n a t i o n s  a n d  t es t i n g  t o  
c l i n i c a l  c a r e.  Thi s  i s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  1 , 0 0 0  m i l i t a r y  d o c t o r s ,  n u r s es ,  a n d  E M Ts  
b ei n g  s en t  a r o u n d  t he c o u n t r y ,  s o m e o f  w ho m  a r e a l r ea d y  o n  t he g r o u n d  
i n  I n d i a n a ,  N ew  M ex i c o ,  W i s c o n s i n ,  a n d  N ew  J er s ey .

The s u r g e i s  l a r g el y  d u e t o  t he r a p i d  s p r ea d  o f  t he O m i c r o n  v a r i a n t ,  w hi c h 
i s  m o r e i n f ec t i o u s  t ha n  D el t a .  W i t hi n  j u s t  o n e m o n t h,  O m i c r o n  w en t  f r o m  
c a u s i n g  l es s  t ha n  1  p er c en t  o f  n ew  C O V I D - 1 9  c a s es  t o  a l m o s t  6 0  p er c en t ,  
b ec o m i n g  t he d o m i n a n t  v a r i a n t  i n  t he U . S .

Thi s  w eek  t he C en t er s  f o r  D i s ea s e C o n t r o l  a n d  P r ev en t i o n  u p d a t ed  t hei r  
g u i d a n c e o n  i s o l a t i o n  a n d  q u a r a n t i n e,  s t a t i n g  t ha t  i n f ec t ed  i n d i v i d u a l s  o n l y  
n eed  t o  self-isolate for fi ve days rather than 10.  R o c hel l e W a l en s k y ,  d i r ec -
tor of the CDC, explained that these changes refl ect new studies that show 
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WE’VE MOVED!
B eg i n n i n g  t hi s  w eek  t he Glade-

water Mirror w i l l  b e c ha n g i n g  t o  
a  Thu r s d a y  n ew s p a p er ,  i n s t ea d  o f  
W ed n es d a y .  

Tho s e r e c e i v i n g  t he i r  p a p e r  
t hr o u g h t he U S  P o s t a l  S er v i c e,  
y o u  s ho u l d  g et  y o u r  p a p er  i n  y o u r  
Thu r s d a y  m a i l  d el i v er y ,  i n s t ea d  o f  
W ed n es d a y ’ s  m a i l .  

This change is needed to fi t into 
o u r  n ew  p r i n t i n g  s c hed u l e a t  o u r  
n ew  p r i n t i n g  f a c i l i t y  i n  P a l es t i n e.  
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We have lost our champion
By Jim Bardwell

S he’ s  g o n e …
S u z a n n e i s  g o n e a n d  I  r ea l l y  d o n ’ t  k n o w  w ha t  t o  

t el l  y o u  b u t  t ha t  s he l o v ed  her  l i f e,  s he l o v ed  y o u ,  
s he l o v ed  t hi s  t o w n ,  s he l o v ed  t he L ee L i b r a r y  a n d  
M a n n a  H o u s e,  s he l o v ed  t ea c hi n g  a n d  m o s t  o f  a l l  
s he l o v ed  m e a n d  o u r  f a m i l y .

M y  S u z i e w a s  t a k en  f r o m  u s  F r i d a y  i n  a  c a r  
w r ec k  i n  L o n g v i ew .  

I  ha v e c u r s ed  t he o t her  d r i v er ,  I  ha v e a s k ed  w hy  
t hi s  ha p p en ed ,  I  ha v e a s k ed  G o d ,  “ w hy  her ? ”  a n d  
I  ha v e a s k ed  m y s el f  w hy  I  d i d n ’ t  d r i v e her  t ha t  
d a y .  S o  m a n y  q u es t i o n s  a n d  t her e a r e n o  a n s w er s .  

I  a m  s o r r y  –  b u t  I  a m  d ev a s t a t ed  a n d  l o s t .  S u z i e 
ha s  b een  m y  w ho l e l i f e s i n c e w e w er e 1 3 .  I  r ea l l y  
ha v en ’ t  ha d  a  d a y  i n  5 3  y ea r s  t ha t  s he w a s n ’ t  a  p a r t .  
I  k eep  ex p ec t i n g  t o  s ee her  d r i v e i n  t he d r i v ew a y ,  
b u t  s he i s n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  d o  t ha t .  I  k eep  ex p ec t i n g  t o  
w a k e u p  f r o m  t hi s  ho r r i b l e n i g ht m a r e a n d  s he w i l l  
b e t her e ho l d i n g  m y  ha n d ,  b u t  s he w o n ’ t .

B u t  S u z i e w o u l d n ’ t  w a n t  m e t o  b e l i k e t hi s .  S he 
d i d n ’ t  b el i ev e i n  “ w hy s ”  a n d  “ w ha t  i f s . ”

S he b el i ev ed  i n  t he her e a n d  n o w  a n d  l i v i n g  l i f e 
t o  i t s  f u l l es t  a n d  hel p i n g  o t her s .

The d a y  s he d i ed  s he w a s  r u n n i n g  er r a n d s  a n d  
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  o t her s ,  a s  u s u a l .  S he w a s  g et t i n g  
r ea d y  t o  d r i v e t o  L u b b o c k  t o  s ee her  m o t her  w ho  
l i v es  w i t h S u z i e’ s  b r o t her  a n d  s i s t er - i n - l a w .  

She was also worried that I was at the office 
b y  m y s el f  o n  F r i d a y  b ec a u s e o n e p er s o n  w a s  o u t  
s i c k  a n d  s he ha d  t o  r u n  er r a n d s .  S he w a s  a l s o  
c o n c er n ed  a b o u t  t hi s  l i t t l e b l a c k  c a t  t ha t  ha s  t a k en  
u p  r es i d en c y  o n  o u r  f r o n t  p o r c h.  H e w a s  m i s s i n g  
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g  w hen  s he w en t  o u t  t o  f eed  hi m  
a n d  s he w a s  a f r a i d  he ha d  b een  k i l l ed  b y  a  s t r a y  

d o g  o r  c o y o t e.  
H e w a s n ’ t ,  i t  t u r n s  o u t .  H e w a s  j u s t  i n  t he g a r a g e,  

a n d  s he d i d n ’ t  s ee hi m .
S he w o r r i ed  f o r  n o t hi n g .  
B u t  w o r r y i n g  i s  w ha t  S u z i e d i d .  
S he w o r r i ed  a b o u t  m y  hea l t h ev er y  d a y  –  m a k -

i n g  s u r e I  ha d  a l l  m y  m ed i c i n es  a n d  t ha t  I  t o o k  
t hem  p r o p er l y .  S he ha d  a l l  m y  d o c t o r  a p p o i n t -
m en t s  o n  her  c a l en d a r ,  w hi l e p u t t i n g  her  hea l t h 
c o n c er n s  a s i d e.  

S he w o r r i ed  a b o u t  o u r  s o n  a n d  d a u g ht er - i n -

l o v e,  w ho  w o r k ed  l o n g  ho u r s  hel p i n g  o t her s  i n  
the medical and firefighting fields, which can take 
i t s  t o l l  o n  o n e’ s  p er s o n a l  hea l t h.  W hen  t hey  w er e 
ha r d  a t  w o r k ,  o r  o n  a  t r i p  l i k e t o  A f r i c a  t o  t ea c h 
firefighting skills to others, she would run to their 
ho u s e ev er y  d a y  a t  l u n c h t o  l et  t hei r  d o g s  o u t  a n d  
t a k e b r ea d  t o  t hei r  g o a t s .  

S he ha s  b een  v er y  c o n c er n ed  a b o u t  m y  m o m  
a n d  s t ep - f a t her .  M o m  i s  r ec o v er i n g  f r o m  a  s ec -

Tributes to Suzanne
Raven Kidder McPherson
S uz anne B ardwell was such an ex em plary  and 
intuitiv e hum an b eing.  S he took  two girls that 
L OA T H E D each other,  and turned us into the 
b est of friends.  …  we b ecam e true partners in 
crim e and the friend that neither of us k new we 
needed ( ex cept B ard,  of course. )  T hank  y ou,  
M rs.  B ardwell for forcing m e to b e friends with 
S arah,  enlightening m e on what a tortured soul 
J anis J oplin was and m ak ing sure I understood 
the profound m eaning of J anis crooning 
“ M ercedes B enz . ”  Y ou are one of the b est 
people I hav e ev er k nown.

Camille Ramirez
S uz anne B ardwell was a gift.  S he taught and 
b lessed so m any  students with her lov e,  
k nowledge and wisdom .  S he cared for 
ev ery one,  left no student -  no one -  out.  T ruly ,  
she shaped the life of any one she m et.  S he 
helped m e b eliev e in m y self m ore and in what I 
could accom plish.  B ard,  y ou are lov ed.  Y ou are 
m issed.  Y our lessons and y our legacy  will liv e 
on through us.  

Carrie Pritchett ( teacher)
S uz anne B ardwell was m y  world history  and 
psy chology  teacher during m y  junior y ear at G ilm er 
H igh S chool.  I hav e her to thank  for m y  lov e of 
H enry  V (  the real and S hak espeare v ersion) ,  
World War I,  and the idea that m y  students k now 
too well:  “ y our perception is y our reality . ”  A fter 2 1  
y ears of teaching,  she is som eone I hav e striv ed to 
em ulate,  and I don’ t think  I can reach that pinnacle 
that she perfected.  N o one can.  T hank  y ou,  M rs.  B !  

Casea Misek
S he did her b est to m ak e us feel im portant and 
lov ed and to teach us m orals,  v alues and lessons 
to get through life after graduating high school.  A nd 
ev en after we left she nev er stopped lov ing and 
caring ab out us.  S he was a saint.

Neely Smith Cegelka 
I lov e this wom an with m y  whole heart.  S he was 
m y  teacher and m entor and m y  friend for m any  
m ore after that.  M y  last m em ory  with her was when 
I was at an ev ent and proudly  introduced her to m y  
husb and b efore we then chatted sev eral m inutes.  

S uz anne B ardwell taught so m any  people so v ery  
m uch,  b ut m ore than that,  she lov ed us all.  If we all 
m ade the positiv e im pact on com m unities that she 
did,  we would liv e in a m uch b etter place.

J enny Jenkins  
A ny  tim e I’ d hav e m y  guitar in the journalism  room ,  
B ard would hav e 
m e play  “ T he R ose”  
and jok e that I had 
to sing it at her 
funeral.  It’ s winter.  
T he roses at m y  
house don’ t b loom  
in winter.  B ut I just 
walk ed outside and 
this one lone rose is 
b loom ing.  S he was 
a wom an to whom  
words were of the utm ost im portance,  and I still 
want to m ak e sure I find the right ones to say  what 
she m eant to m e.   B ut this…  I just…  I lov e y ou,  
B ard.

Here is a lightly-edited selection of comments from former students, friends and other teachers

Continued on Page 5

In 2018 Suzanne Bardwell spoke at the “Use Your Teacher Voice” rally in Longview which addressed concerns like 
adequate and fair health care in teacher retirement benefits and more. Suzanne said “This is not about party. It is not about 
politics  It’s about policies and policy issues  ost of the people up there have been in the trenches fighting hard  hard 
for public education.”            Photos by Jim Bardwell

The A n n u a l  U n i t y  W a l k  w i l l  b e 
hel d  a t  1 0  a . m .  M o n d a y ,  o n  M a r t i n  
L u t her  K i n g  J r ,  D a y .

P a r a d e m a r c her s  w i l l  a s s em b l e 
a t  t he c o r n er  o f  E .  B r o a d w a y  a n d  
E .  C o m m er c e;  p r o c eed  d o w n  E .  
C o m m er c e t o  M a i n  S t r eet ;  t u r n  
l ef t  a t  M a i n  S t r eet  a n d  p r o c eed  t o  
E l ea n o r  S t . ;  t u r n  l ef t  f r o m  E l ea n o r  
Street and end at the Garfield Hill 
C o m m u n i t y  C en t er .  

The t hem e t hi s  y ea r  i s ,  “ I t  S t a r t s  
W i t h M e. ”  W e a r e a s k i n g  ev er y o n e 
t o  d o n a t e c a r e k i t s  f o r  t he ho m el es s  
( s ha m p o o ,  t o o t hb r u s hes ,  c o m b s ,  
e t c . )  t o  d o n a t e t o  a  h o m e l e s s  
s hel t er .

Local hospitals 
affected by 

Omicron
From Staff Reports

The n u m b er  o f  Tex a n s  t es t i n g  
p o s i t i v e f o r  t he c o r o n a v i r u s  ev er y  
d a y  ha s  s k y r o c k et ed  i n  r ec en t  d a y s ,  
r ea c hi n g  4 0 , 6 7 4  a v er a g e d a i l y  c o n -
firmed cases as of Monday, Jan. 10. 
P a n d em i c  f o r ec a s t er s  i n  t he s t a t e 
s a y  t he o m i c r o n - f u el ed  w a v e o f  
c a s es  a n d  ho s p i t a l i z a t i o n s  i s  l i k el y  
t o  g et  w o r s e b ef o r e i t  g et s  b et t er  
u n l es s  s o c i a l  b eha v i o r s  c ha n g e a n d  
s l o w  t he t r en d .  

The N o r t he a s t  Tex a s  P u b l i c  
H ea l t h D i s t r i c t  r ep o r t ed  t ha t  G r eg g  
C o u n t y  s a w  4 5 5  n ew  p o s i t i v e t es t s  
o n  M o n d a y ,  J a n .  1 0  a f t er  r ep o r t i n g  
9 2 5  n ew  c a s es  J a n .  1 - 6 .  Ther e w er e 
o n l y  4 3 5  c a s es  i n  t he c o u n t y  i n  a l l  
o f  D ec em b er .

Texas public health officials say 
t ha t  t her e ha v e b een  6 9  n ew  c a s es  
r ep o r t ed  i n  U p s hu r  C o u n t y  t hr o u g h 
J a n .  1 0  a f t er  r ep o r t i n g  7 1  c a s es  i n  
a l l  o f  D ec em b er .

O v er  t he l a s t  w eek ,  t he s ev en -
d a y  a v e r a g e i n c i d e n c e r a t e i n  
G r eg g  C o u n t y  s ho t  u p  t o  1 3 0 . 5 5  
per 100,000. Public health officials 
u s e t he i n c i d en c e —  o r  i n f ec t i o n  
—  r a t e t o  m ea s u r e t he s p eed  o f  t he 
spread of a virus. Officials consider 
a n y t hi n g  o v er  1 0  p er  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  t o  b e 
“ u n c o n t r o l l ed ”  c o m m u n i t y  s p r ea d .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  s t a t e d a t a ,  a b o u t  
1 0 , 4 1 7  p eo p l e i n  Tex a s  ho s p i t a l s  
ha d  C O V I D - 1 9  o n  S u n d a y  —  s ho r t  
o f  t he r ec o r d  1 4 , 2 1 8  ho s p i t a l i z a -
t i o n s  f r o m  J a n .  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1 .  L o c a l l y ,  
TS A - G ,  t he 1 9 - c o u n t y  r eg i o n  t ha t  
i n c l u d es  G r eg g  a n d  U p s hu r  c o u n -
t i e s  a n d  s er v es  a b o u t  1  m i l l i o n  
p eo p l e,  2 6 7  p a t i en t s  w i t h a  l a b -
c o n f i r m ed  C O V I D - 1 9  d i a g n o s i s  
w er e i n  a  ho s p i t a l .  Tha t  a c c o u n t s  
f o r  m o r e t ha n  1 0 %  o f  t o t a l  ho s p i t a l  
c a p a c i t y  i n  t he r eg i o n .  O n  S u n d a y ,  
t her e w er e 2 7  s t a f f ed  I C U  b ed s  —  
a n d  n o  s t a f f ed  p ed i a t r i c  I C U  b ed s  
—  a v a i l a b l e i n  t he r eg i o n .

E x p er t s  s a y  t he ex t r em el y  hi g h 
c a s e c o u n t  i s  w hy  s o  m a n y  p eo p l e 
a r e s ho w i n g  u p  i n  t he ho s p i t a l  ev en  
a s  m ed i c a l  ev i d en c e s u g g es t s  t ha t  
t he o m i c r o n  v a r i a n t  —  r es p o n s i b l e 
f o r  m o s t  n ew  a n d  a c t i v e c a s es  i n  
Tex a s  —  i s  l es s  s ev er e t ha n  t he 
p r ev i o u s l y  d o m i n a n t  d el t a  v a r i a n t .  

A  t o t a l  o f  5 9 0  p eo p l e ha v e d i ed  i n  
G r eg g  C o u n t y ,  a n d  1 5 8  i n  U p s hu r  
C o u n t y ,  n o n e s i n c e t he b eg i n n i n g  
o f  t he y ea r .
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Council to meet

The City of Gladewater is seeking proposals for the operation 
of its all Park Sports Complex, located at 1006 E. Pacific in 
Gladewater. The city council voted at a recent special 
meeting to go out for proposals after the current vendor 
handling the ball park backed out of a five-year contract 
after just one year. He was paying the city $50,000 annually. 
In exchange, he was responsible for mowing and maintaining   
the ball complex and could bring tournaments to Gladewater. 
If you are interested in submitting a propsal visit the city’s  
website posting at: https://www.cityofgladewater.com/rfp-
ballpark-jan-2022 for more information and full proposal 
preparation instructions. Proposals will be received until 3 
p.m. on Monday, January 31, 2022, at Gladewater City Hall, 
519 E. Broadway Avenue, Gladewater, Texas 75647.

A  d r i v i n g  w hi l e i n t o x i c a t ed  s u s p ec t  w ho  c l a i m ed  s he ha s  C O V I D - 1 9  
i s  n o w  f a c i n g  a  f el o n y  c ha r g e a f t er  s he a l l eg ed l y  c o u g hed  i n  a n  U p s hu r  

County Jail correctional offi cer’s face Saturday night.
D a r l a  A n n  M c C u r r y  w a s  c ha r g ed  w i t h a s s a u l t  o f  a  

public servant and DWI (second offense). No bond 
amounts have been set for her charges.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  p o s t  o n  t he O r e C i t y  P o l i c e D ep a r t -
ment Facebook page, an OPD offi cer saw a vehicle 
t ha t  w a s  f a i l i n g  t o  d r i v e i n  a  s i n g l e l a n e a t  a b o u t  1 0 : 3 0  
p.m. Saturday. After the offi cer made a traffi c stop 

on the vehicle, he could smell a strong odor of alcohol coming from it.
The OPD offi cer asked a Texas Department of Public Safety trooper 

for help administering the fi eld sobriety test.

DWI suspect with COVID charged 
with assault after coughing on jailer 

Man leaps from car, enters home
Shortly after 10 a.m. Mon-

day, Jan. 17,  Gladewater 
p o l i c e w er e s u m m o n e d  t o  
RB Liquor on South Highway 
271 near the Gladewater City 
L i m i t s  f o r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  t ha t  
w a s  d es t r o y i n g  p r o p er t y  a n d  
r a n  i n t o  a  n ea r b y  r es i d en c e 
a f t er  r ep o r t ed l y  l ea p i n g  f r o m  
a car and disrobing.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  p o l i c e,  t he 
c a l l er  a d v i s ed  t ha t  t her e w er e n o  w ea p o n s  i n  hi s  
residence and that the actor - identifi ed as Rogelio 
Renteria of Smith County, was not carrying a weapon 

at that time.
On arrival, our offi cers - with support from a pass-

i n g  s t a t e t r o o p er ,  m a d e en t r y  t o  t he r es i d en c e a n d  t he 
s u s p ec t ,  w ho  ha d  r em o v ed  a l l  hi s  c l o t hes ,  w a s  s a f el y  
detained and transported by Christus EMS to Christus 
Good Shepherd Medical Center  Longview to be 
evaluated for chemically induced delirium. 

A f t er  m ed i c a l  ev a l u a t i o n s  a n d / o r  t r ea t m en t  t he 
suspect will be transferred to Gregg County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce to face several charges.

According to Smith County jail records Renteria 
has a lengthy jail record - 19 charges in two years, 
r a n g i n g  f r o m  d r u g  p o s s es s i o n  t o  b u r g l a r y  o f  a  v ehi c l e 
and driving with no driver’s license. 

This Thursday at 6 p.m. the 
Gladewater City Council will meet 
a n d  a c c ep t  t he r es i g n a t i o n  o f  P l a c e 
4  C o u n c i l m a n  D en n i s  R o b er t s o n ,  
w ho  m o v ed  o u t  o f  t o w n ,  a n d  c a l l  
for a city offi cer election to be held 
on Saturday, May 7. Places 1, 2 and 
3 - Mayor JD Shipp and council 
members Scott Owens and Brandy 
F l a n a g a n  -  a r e u p  f o r  r el ec t i o n ,  a s  
well as Robertson’s Place 4 spot.  

The c o u n c i l  w i l l  a l s o  r ev i ew  
t he  1 s t  q u a r t er  p er f o r m a n c e o f  
city departments - Christus EMS, 
City Hall/Finance, Code Enforce-
ment, GEDCO, Fire Department, 
L i b r a r y ,  P o l i c e D ep a r t m en t  a n d  
Public Works/Streets/Water/
Wastewater.

A Night at the 
Museum set

“A Night At The Museum” will 
be held this Saturday, Jan. 22, from 
6-8 p.m. at the Gladewater Mu-
seum, located at 116 Pacifi c Ave.

The f r ee e v e n t  w i l l  f e a t u r e 
Gladewater’s rich history as told 
by local residnents.

Annual business 
breakfast on tap

A  b u s i n es s  b r ea k f a s t  w i l l  b e hel d  
Feb. 2 at the Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce building at 213 N. 
Main Street from 8-9 a.m.

C i t y  J u d g e Ti m  B r y a n  w i l l  b e 
the guest speaker. The free event 
i s  s p o n s o r ed  b y  t he c ha m b er  a n d  
the Gladewater Econimic Develop-
ment Corporation. 

Attendees are asked to RSVP. 
Call 903-845-5501.

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will 
be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the 
heat of oppression will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their 
skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today.

Gladewater residents 
marched Monday, 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day,  in solidarity 
in hopes his ʻDream” 
will remain strong 
and alive in our 
hearts, minds and 
our actions. 
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The Year 2022 has been filled with ups and downs.

The year began with tragic news that Suzanne Bardwell, 
co-owner of Bardwell Ink (Gladewater Mirror, White Oak 
Independent and the Lindale News & Times newspapers), was 

killed in a car wreck on Jan. 7. Suzanne 
was a hard-working community leader 
and true force of nature. She had been 
working for a year to save the Lee Public 
Library, which had sustained major dam-
age from the snow and ice storm of 2021 
and was on the verge of being closed 
for good. She was determined to see the 
library doors reopen.

Suzanne raised thousands of dollars in 
grants and secured community and city 

council support to save the library - which was re-opened in 
late 2022 and renamed the Lee-Bardwell Public Library in 
honor of her spirit and determination for the library.

Suzanne’s loss was felt throughout the community, county 
and state with several college scholarships named in her 
honor. In White Oak, White Oak ISD honored Suzanne with 
the dedication of the “Suzanne B. Bardwell Wing” at White 
Oak High School. The wing houses the journalism depart-
ment where Suzanne spent 20 years teaching generations of 
students not only about writing, but also about life. 

In other happenings in 2022 - the Gladewater City Coun-
cil took on a new look with JD Shipp 
choosing to not seek re-election and 
councilman Scott Owens stepping into 
the leadership role. Owens was joined by 
re-elected councilwoman Brandy Flana-
gan and newcomers 
Teddy Sorrells and 
Michael Webber.

In other City Hall 
changes in 2022, 
The Gladewater City 

Manger Ricky Tow left to return to the 
City of Cameron. Tow was replaced by 
a neighbor from White Oak after Charlie 
Smith retired from his city manager job 
there and became interim-city manager 
in Gladewater.

Another new face appeared in 2022 when the Gladewater 
Economic Development Corporation hired Michelle Palmer 
as its new executive director. Palmer returned to the Glade-
water area after living in Portland, Oregon. Her experience in 
business strategy, community development, marketing helped 
GEDCO and city leaders secure a buyer for the vacant former 
Gladewater High School building. The investor will preserve 
the historic building while putting it back to daily use. Also 

in 2022, Premix-Marbletite Co., Inc., also known as PMM 
Products, held its official ground breaking ceremony for its 
new manufacturing facility in Gladewater. The Gladewater 
Economic Development Corporation assisted PMM in 
locating to Gladewater.

At the 91st Annual Chamber of Commerce Annual Ban-
quet, Jim Bardwell and Cathy Shipp were honored with 
the “Man of the Year” and “Woman of the Year” awards, 
presented by Chamber President Lois Reed. Also honored 
were Darla Ferguson with the “Marilyn Godfrey Volunteer 
Award” and Sasquatch Trading Post was named “Business 
of Year.” “Educator of Year” was Megan Morris and Tanner 
Gothard was named “Youth of the Year.”

The theme of the banquet was “Through the Years” and 
paid tribute to longtime chamber manager Marsha Val-
detero, who passed away in December of 2021. Marsha 
served the chamber for 31 years and was the “heart and 
soul” of the organization.

Suzanne Bardwell, who passed away in January 2022, 
was also recognized for her years of hard work and support 
of the chamber.

US Rep. Louie Gohmert honored Valdetero and Bardwell 
with a US flags flown over the Nation’s Capitol, with 
Gohmert’s aide John Tanner presenting the flags to the 
families of the two ladies who were so instrumental in 
moving Gladewater forward.

Also in 2022:

l Retired Union Grove ISD Ag teacher Garry Boyd 
was formally recognized and inducted into the Texas Ag 
Teachers Hall of Fame at the ATAT conference down in 
Corpus Christi. 
l Gladewater Mirror publisher Jim Bardwell, 143rd 

president of the Texas Press Association, completed his 
18-month term and passed the ceremonial gavel to Galves-
ton Daily News publisher Leonard Woolsey at the TPA 
Summer Convention and Trade Show held in San Marcos.
l Makayla Police was crowned Gladewater High 

School’s 2022 Homecoming Queen and Sumeet Mattu 
was named 2022 Union Grove High School Homecom-
ing Queen. 
l In October, The calculators were smoking and the 

Education Foundation of Gladewater’s board of directors 
rejoiced when the donations were totaled from the Third 
Annual Giddy-Up & Give fund raiser held at Tempest 
Golf Clubhouse. The grand total raised to support grants 
to enhance classroom learning for GISD students came 
in at approximately $91,000, exceeding the 2021 total by 
more than $10,000.
l The economic climate in Gladewater was strong in 

2022 with Gladewater experiencing 15-straight months of 
positive Texas State Sales Tax revenue.

BARDWELL



Opinion/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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THE MOST FOOLISH FOOLISHNESS
   “The fool hath said in his heart, there is no God” (Ps. 14: 1; 53: 1). A fool 

convinces himself of what he wishes. A denial of the existence of God is the most 
foolish foolishness. But, many who deny the existence of God are considered to 
be smart and scientifi c. In reality though, to deny the existence of God leaves 
too many unanswered questions to be either intelligent or scientifi c. 

   For example, how could there be CREATION without a CREATOR? Spon-
taneous generation is the fi gment of the imagination and has never been proven. 
How could there be LIFE that never came from LIFE? Real science says that life 
can come from only life. How could there be DESIGN without a DESIGNER? 
“For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God” (Heb. 
3: 4). To assume that everything is an accident is just too much. How could 
there be LAW i.e. law of gravity, etc. without a LAW-GIVER? The creation is 
governed by many laws. If God didn’t give them, who did?

   The only sensible way to explain our world is to start with a self-existent 
FIRST CAUSE. Something or some being had to exist in the beginning from 
which everything else has come. In syllogistic form, it goes like this: Something 
cannot come from nothing, which we know is a fact. But something is, or does 
exist, therefore, something always was! Thus a self-existent fi rst cause is proven 
by both the Bible and science. The something that always was is GOD! 

   Isn’t it much more sensible to start with a living, powerful Being as the 
FIRST CAUSE than to start with lifeless, powerless matter? True wisdom says, 
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1: 1). Think 
on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

The Best of 
Suzanne 
Bardwell

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
Our latest projections indicate that both large and small 

Texas metropolitan areas are on track to experience notable 
employment growth over a long-term forecast horizon. 

While temporary fl uctuations are in-
evitable, the population centers of the 
state are well-positioned for expansion 
over an extensive period.

All metropolitan areas are forecast 
to see employment growth from 2021 
to 2050, with several outpacing the 
statewide rate of 1.50% per year over 
the period. The greater Houston and 
Dallas-Plano-Irving areas are expected 

to account for nearly half of the total employment gain. 
Almost eight of every 10 new jobs in Texas are projected 
to be added in the seven largest population centers over the 
next 30 years, as an ongoing pattern of concentration persists 
(especially in suburban segments).

The largest metropolitan statistical areas (MSA) are 
Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land (with total employ-
ment of 3.11 million), followed by the Dallas-Plano-Irving 
Metropolitan Division (MD) with 2.78 million, the Austin-
Round Rock-Georgetown MSA (1.14 million), the San 
Antonio-New Braunfels MSA (1.13 million), the Fort 
Worth-Arlington-Grapevine MD (1.07 million), the El Paso 
MSA (352,000), and the McAllen-Edinburg-Mission MSA 
(277,000).

Among the biggest population centers, Dallas-Plano-
Irving is expected to expand at the fastest pace, followed by 
Austin-Round Rock-Georgetown and McAllen-Edinburg-
Mission. Several smaller metro areas with economies more 
focused on energy and technology-related manufacturing 
industries (Odessa, Midland, Tyler, and Sherman-Denison) 
are also likely to outpace Texas’ overall performance.

The resilient Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land MSA 
economy is expected to see economic expansion which 
aligns closely with the state’s overall rate. The Fort Worth-
Arlington-Grapevine area is on track for steady expansion 
over the period through 2050, and El Paso is likely to see 
modest, yet positive growth. San Antonio-New Braunfels 
is expected to expand in line with other large metro areas, 
all of which are well above national norms.

Smaller metropolitan areas in the state are also projected 
to be important contributors to overall employment growth. 
As noted, the most rapidly expanding MSAs in this category 
at present are those dominated by energy activity or dynamic 
production sectors (such as semiconductors or biosciences). 
Employment expansion in the remaining MSAs is expected 
to range from 1.24% per year to 1.49% per annum. In de-
scending order of anticipated growth rates, these urban areas 
include Brownsville-Harlingen, Abilene, Waco, Longview, 
Laredo, Texarkana, Corpus Christi, Lubbock, Beaumont-
Port Arthur, Amarillo, San Angelo, College Station-Bryan, 
Wichita Falls, Victoria, and Killeen-Temple. Although the 
pace varies, all parts of Texas are likely to experience sus-
tainable economic gains.

Texas and its diverse metropolitan areas are well-posi-
tioned for long-term economic prosperity despite recent 
challenges. While the largest population centers will remain 
the primary sources of employment and activity, smaller 
MSAs are also expected to enjoy notable expansion in the 
decades to come. Happy Holidays!

Around the State

I want to write a ‘feel good’ column about that post-
Christmas glow we should all have, but it is hard to do. 
So let’s just deal with the nitty gritty. Many of you are in a 
dark place. And if you aren’t now, you have been, or will 
be, struggling with the holidays.

When we were children Christmas was magical. When 
we were young families and striving to please, we juggled 
holidays with stress and anticipation. Now we juggle time. 
And often we fi nd there just isn’t enough...never enough.

This Christmas my daughter-in-heart experienced her fi rst 
without her much loved Dad who died from COVID a few 
months ago. Her Mom and sister joined us for our family 
Christmas Eve dinner and presents, but Jim’s parents were 
ill and couldn’t come. There was sadness all the way around 
with everyone doing the best they could.

On Christmas Day my sweetheart, our son and I took 
dinner and gifts to Jim’s folks and tried to stir the embers 
of Christmas spirit. Then I packed to head to West Texas at 
the crack of dawn on Sunday to see my Mom, my brother 
and his family. My sister-in-law and brother now have their 
time consumed with caring for Mom who at 94 is just fl at 
worn out.

For the fi rst time, for the fi rst Christmas in my life, I didn’t 
see that ‘glow’ in many of the people I love. I did my best to 
stir the Christmas coals with special gifts. Everyone in my 
family makes fun of my abundance of sometimes unusual 
gifts selected very carefully for each person. Instead of gifts, 
if I could open Santa’s magic bag and pass out miracles, it 
would be for healing of hearts and bodies, clarity of thought, 
and joy once more...and most of all time. The one thing we 
are so very good at letting slip away from us.

My Christmas spirit is fueled by memories of Christmases 
across the years of my life. This year a new memory of a 
special gift from my sweetheart fed that spirit. It wasn’t the 
fact that he replaced my favorite Disney purse that touched 
my heart. I had given that much loved purse to a 6-year 
old because her mother said she would love it. And before 
you think too highly of my sacrifi ce, I have to admit it had 
become a bit worn.

This purse which is no longer sold in stores, somehow, 
some way through the magic of Santa’s World Wide Web, 
my elf honey found one that was new. Shiny tears trailed 

down my face when I opened
the gift. Not because my favorite purse was replaced, but 

because it took great effort to do so. And that dear readers 
and neighbors is at the heart of Christmas...gifts of love 
require effort, time and sometimes sacrifi ce.

I am writing this after driving seven and a half hours to 
celebrate Christmas once again with my Mom. Bless her 
precious heart, she thought Jim and our son and daughter-
in-heart would be with me. She thought the whole family 
would be together like we used to be. The truth I live by is 
that we are...together...even when there are empty chairs at 
the table. We are bound together forever by love. Love is 
indeed the ‘tie that binds’.

It is a tie that runs from a manger to a Cross through gen-
erations. Sometimes we need to remember that our hearts 
only break where there is great love. That great love will also 
heal and fi ll us. It will take the tiny spark of the Christmas 
glow and build it into a fi re fi lled with memories of joy and 
the desire to create new memories, sometimes very different 
from those of our much loved past.

So, whether you are nursing a spark, basking in the glow, 
or simply struggling to get through and past the holidays, 
know that you are stronger than you think. You are a miracle 
meant to share the gift of you with those around you.

Every Christmas, Brian Odom, a former student of mine 
who was my 2010 high school yearbook editor sends me a 
text that reads: “You can only take with you that which you 
have given away”. The quote is from my favorite movie, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life”. A simple text, a gift, that I have received for 
the last 11 years. The fi rst time was three weeks before losing 
my John Wayne of a Dad. Each year that quote has touched 
my heart in a different way, but I always embrace the fact that 
this life is meant for living, giving, laughter, love and joy....
and sadness? Well, that is often just a refl ection of what has 
come before which was so very wonderful.

...from dark to spark

Winter storm called ‘once in a generation’
An arctic storm that swept through the state bringing low 

temperatures and high winds also affected roughly two-
thirds of the country’s population, according to the National 
Weather Service, bringing the coldest Christmas in decades 
to parts of the country.

The Dallas Morning News reported around 190 million 
people across the United States were under some type of 
winter weather advisory starting last Thursday. 

“This is quite the arctic cold air outbreak,” said Hunter 
Reeves, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service 
in Fort Worth. “This air has been bottled up in Canada and 
is letting loose, headed straight south.”

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas, which man-
ages nearly all the state’s electric grid, reported Friday that 
grid conditions were adequate to handle current demand for 
power. ERCOT is providing a dashboard that monitors sup-
ply and demand across the state. Texas is coming up on the 
second anniversary of Winter Storm Uri, which resulted in 

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

power outages throughout much of the state and at least 137 
deaths. The storm resulted in several measures to improve 
the grid’s reliability. 

Temperatures in the latest arctic storm were in single digits 
Friday throughout much of the state.

Study on antisemitism in Texas released
A committee established by the 2021 Texas Legislature has 

submitted its fi rst study on antisemitism in Texas, laying out 
eight recommendations to the state’s leaders and lawmakers.

The Texas Holocaust, Genocide, and Antisemitism Advi-

sory Commission (THGAAC) report concludes “antisemitic 
incidents have grown more frequent and extreme in Texas 
in recent years,” refl ecting a national and global trend. Five 
of the recommendations can be implemented directly by the 
commission through its ongoing advisory role to universi-
ties, school districts, government agencies and law enforce-
ment, largely through training and outreach.

Three of the commission’s recommendations require 
legislative action in the upcoming session:

• Creating a state-funded security grant program to help 
religious organizations, schools and community centers 
harden their security infrastructures.

• Prohibiting state-funded colleges from implementing 
academic boycotts, such as those promoted through the 
global Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement.

Scheduling “listening tours” for lawmakers to speak with 
THGAAC, local educators and museum offi cials to better 
understand their needs around Holocaust and antisemitism 
education.
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Pinewood 
derby slated

G l adewater’ s C ub  S couts P ack  
1 9 6  wil l  h ost its P inewood D erb y  
F eb .  2 6 .  I t wil l  b e h el d at th e G l ade-
water F ormer S tudents B uil ding, 
l ocated at 2 5 0 9  H endrick s S t.

C ar ch eck -in is f rom 9 -1 1  a. m.   
and th e race starts at noon.  Any one 
can enter a car to race during th e 
outl aw race.   F or inf ormation con-
tact C arl a B igl er at 9 0 3 -7 4 6 -2 6 6 1 .

COVID-19
cases drop 

sharply
P erh aps th e peak  h as passed in 

th e l atest wav e of  C O V I D -1 9  cases 
in T ex as, spurred b y  th e omicron 
v ariant.  T h e C oronav irus R esource 
C enter at J oh ns H opk ins U niv ersity  
reported 1 9 8 ,7 5 7  new cases in th e 
past week , down nearl y  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  
f rom th e prev ious week .  N ew death s 
total ed 1 ,3 9 5 , up 1 5 %  f rom th e prev i-
ous week .  T h e total  numb er of  death s 
in th e state since th e pandemic b egan 
ab out two y ears ago stands at 8 0 ,6 6 2 .

T h e T ex as D epartment of  S tate 
H eal th  S erv ices reported 1 0 ,6 5 7  
C O V I D -1 9  patients in T ex as h ospi-
tal s, down 1 6 . 5 %  f rom th e prev ious 
week .  D S H S  reported 1 6 . 9 8 7  mil l ion 
T ex ans h av e b een f ul l y  v accinated, 
wh ich  is 5 8 . 2 %  of  th e state’ s popul a-
tion.  An addition 5 . 9 8  mil l ion T ex ans 
h av e receiv ed a b ooster dose.

M anna H ouse and th e C l oth es 
C l oset are open ev ery  M onday , 
W ednesday  and F riday  morning 
nex t to G l adewater C ity  H al l .

At a recent b oard meeting, it 
was noted th at support f rom more 
l ocal  ch urch es is needed at M anna 
H ouse and th e C l oth es C l oset, f rom 
monetary  contrib utions and f ood 
to v ol unteers to h el p h and out th e  
col l ected f ood and cl oth ing items.

F inancial  donations can b e sent 
to P . O .  B ox  8 0 8 , G l adewater, T X  
7 5 6 4 7  and f ood can b e dropped of f  
th e at th e M anna H ouse l ocation or 
at th e Gladewater Mirror offi ce at 
2 1 1  N .  M ain S treet.

Volunteers, 
food, money 
still needed

Snowmageddon anniversary

Best, worst cities 
for football fans
W ith  S uper B owl  L V I  just day s 

away, the personal-fi nance web-
site W al l etH ub  today  rel eased its 
S uper B owl  L V I  B y  T h e N umb ers 
inf ograph ic togeth er with  its report 
on 2 0 2 2 ’ s B est &  W orst C ities 
f or F ootb al l  F ans, as wel l  as ac-
company ing v ideos and ex pert 
commentary .

T o determine th e b est pl aces f or 
l ov ing on America’ s f av orite sport, 
W al l etH ub  compared more th an 
2 4 0  U . S .  cities with  at l east one col -
l ege or prof essional  f ootb al l  team 
b ased on 2 1  k ey  metrics.  T h e data 
set ranges f rom th e numb er of  N F L  
and col l ege f ootb al l  teams to sta-
dium capacity  to f an engagement.
1. Pittsburgh, PA 236. Columbia, SC
2. Dallas, TX 237. Louisville, KY
3. Green Bay, WI 238. Lawrence, KS
4. Boston, MA 239. Davidson, NC
5. Los Angeles, CA 240. New Britain, CT
6. New York, NY 241. Stephenville, TX
7. Miami, FL 242. Ithaca, NY
8. New Orleans, LA 243. Providence, RI
9. Cincinnati, OH 244. Valparaiso, IN
10. Indianapolis, IN 245. St. George, UT

By Phillip Williams
F ire during f reez ing weath er F riday  morning damaged part of  a mob il e 

h ome on T ex as 1 5 4  just west of  G il mer, said F ire C h ief  J erry  T ay l or.
He said fi refi ghters did not get the names of the home’s occupants, 

wh o were in th e process at th e scene of  contacting th e American R ed 
Cross to fi nd housing.

T ay l or said th e b l az e, reported at 8 : 5 2  a. m. , damaged a b edroom and 
th e attic ab ov e it, b ut th at th e trail er coul d b e sal v aged with  repairs.

The chief said a man who resided there built a fi re in the corner fi re-
pl ace of  a b edroom, and T ay l or specul ated th e b l az e went into th e attic 
b ecause th e trail er’ s roof  h ad b een repl aced with  a metal  roof , b ut th e 
smok estack  was not repl aced.

The man discovered the blaze and called the fi re department, Taylor 
said.  N ob ody  was injured.  

By Phillip Williams
A 4 9 -y ear-ol d G il mer woman was k il l ed and a G il mer man was injured 

in a two-v eh icl e crash  on U . S .  2 7 1  outside G il mer on T uesday  af ternoon 
of  l ast week , said th e T ex as D epartment of  P ub l ic S af ety .

V erna L .  H arris was pronounced dead at 6 : 5 9  p. m.  at U T  H eal th  E ast 
T ex as h ospital  in T y l er b y  S mith  C ounty  P recinct 4  J ustice of  th e P eace 
M itch  S h amb urger, th e D P S  said.

B rendan R .  D urk in, 5 3 , was transported to th at h ospital  in stab l e 
condition, D ark  said.

S h e said prel iminary  inv estigation indicated D urk in was north b ound 
in a 2 0 0 5  C h ev rol et Astro sport util ity  v eh icl e directl y  b eh ind H arris, 
wh o sl owed h er 2 0 0 3  N issan F rontier pick up to turn l ef t into a priv ate 
driv e on th e h igh way ’ s west side.  T h e prel iminary  inv estigation indicated 
D urk in “ f ail ed to control  its ( th e Astro’ s)  speed”  and struck  th e pick up, 
D ark  added.

D urk in was wearing a seat b el t, b ut H arris was not, th e spok eswoman 
said.  T h e 5 : 3 4  p. m.  accident occurred in cl ear weath er on a dry  roadway  
ab out 1 . 7  mil es south  of  G il mer, D ark  said.  D P S  T rooper J ames P ay ne 
inv estigated.

Mobile home damaged by fire

Gilmer woman killed in wreckGladewater firefighters worked a one-story residential 
structure fire just west of city limits off Highway 80 Saturday. 
Upon arrival crews saw there was smoke and flame showing 
and immediately started fire attack. Gladewater had mutual 
aid support from Clarksville/Warren City, White Oak, Big 
Sandy, and Sabine Fire Departments. No one was reported 
to be inside.            GFD photo

 G l adewater M ay or J D  S h ipp was at th e f rontl ines of  
Snowmaggedon from the start to the fi nish. He helped coor-
dinate rel ief  ef f orts b etween l ocal  and state agencies, k ept th e 
citiz ens inf ormed of  th e situation with  dail y  updates, and l ik e 
oth ers work ed al l  th e water and f ood h and-out l ocations, as 
wel l  as b l ank et giv eaway s.

As we tak e a l ook  b ack  at th e S torm of  th e C entury , we ask ed 
M ay or S h ipp f or h is insigh t.

What were Gladewater’s major is-
sues during Snowmageddon?

 As th e f reez ing temperatures and th e 
th reat of  precipitation approach ed, I  b e-
l iev e we al l  f eared l oss of  el ectricity  as 
th e major issue th at woul d b e encountered.   
W e woul d al l  remain at h ome and endure 
th e storm.   T h ose l uck y  enough  to h av e 
a generator woul d h av e th em wh irring in 
th e b ack ground al l owing a more tol erab l e 
passage of  th e storm.    W e h ad no idea th at 
water woul d b e th e issue we encountered.

 W h en winter weath er drops b el ow f reez ing f or consecu-
tiv e day s or nigh ts, its not unusual  f or a h omeowner to open a 

sink  tap on ex terior wal l s to protect th eir l ines f rom f reez ing.   
W h at h appens wh en temperatures drop b el ow z ero?    Al l  or 
most h omeowners open th e tap of  a sink  or sink s with in th eir 
h ome.   I f  approx imatel y  3 0 0 0  water serv ice customers open 
2  or more f aucets in th eir h omes with  a stream diameter of  
1 / 8 ” -1 / 4 ”  each , y ou h av e a cumul ativ e pipe diameter ranging 
f rom 1 0 -2 0 ” .   I t doesn’ t tak e l ong to drain a water tower in 
th is scenario.   H owev er, th is is someth ing we l earned l ater 
in th e storm as we search ed f or massiv e l eak s around town 
th at were nev er f ound.

 T h e water pl ant was ramped up during th e storm in an 
attempt to k eep up with  demand.   U nf ortunatel y , l ines f eed-
ing ch emical s f or th e treatment process k ept f reez ing during 
th e storm.   As a resul t, particul ates th at sh oul d b e dropping 
out prior to hitting fi lters remained.  Filters clogged and the 
treatment process shutdown to back fl ush fi lters.  Treatment 
b egan again b ut we coul dn’ t k eep up with  th e demand giv en 
th e impact th e f reez ing temperatures h ad on th e ch emical  f eed 
lines.  We had to fi nd those leaks.

 C ity  staf f  continual l y  search ed f or th e massiv e b reak  or 
b reak s th at surel y  were th ere creating th is demand.   W e did 

A  look  bac k  and w hat w e learned

T h e W inter O utb reak  th at occurred on V al en-
tine’ s W eek  2 0 2 1  b rough t not onl y  snow, sl eet, 
and f reez ing rain to T ex as, b ut al so ex treme col d 
temperatures th at l asted f or sev eral  day s.  T h is was 
one of  th e most impactf ul  winter ev ents in recent 
h istory  th at b rough t mul tiday  road cl osures, power 
outages, l oss of  h eat, b rok en pipes, and oth er so-
cietal  impacts f or th e region.  W h il e th e damage is 
stil l  b eing assessed, th is wil l  l ik el y  go down as th e 
fi rst billion dollar disaster of 2021 globally, and 
potential l y  th e most costl y  weath er disaster f or th e 
state of  T ex as in h istory , surpassing ev en H urricane 
H arv ey  f rom 2 0 1 7 .   

 I t al l  b egan W ednesday , F eb ruary  1 0 th  wh en a 
cold front moved through the area bringing the fi rst 
surge of  col d air into th e region.  W ith  th is col d air in 
pl ace, l ingering precipitation th e f ol l owing day  f el l  
as sl eet and f reez ing rain across th e north western 
counties. The fi rst Winter Weather Advisory of this 
prol onged winter ev ent was issued in th e morning 
h ours of  T h ursday , F eb ruary  1 1 th  as area roads 
b egan to b ecome h az ardous f rom th e icy  precipita-
tion.  T h is Adv isory  woul d end up spreading f rom 
T ex as county  to T ex as county  af ter sunset th at 

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 7
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GHS Coach Jermaine Lewis
15-3A Coach of the Year

15-3A MVP Gladewater Senior 
#3 JaKiyah Bell (unanimous)

15-3A Defensive Player of the Year 
Gladewater Junior #1 Alexis Boyd

15-3A 1st Team Gladewater Junior 
#10 Kamryn Floyd

15-3A 1st Team Gladewater Junior 
#22 Kiyona Parker

15-3A 1st Team Gladewater Junior 
#12 Makayla Police 

21-2A 1st Team Union Grove 
#5 Gracie Winn

21-2A 1st Team Union Grove 
#2 Gracie Stanford

See more District 15-3A 
& 21-2A honorees on Page 5

15-3A 1st Team Gladewater 
Sophomore #2 Kyla Lincoln

15-3A 1st Team Sabine Junior 
#22 Ashlynn Davis

15-3A 1st Team Sabine Senior 
#23 Ally Gresham

15-3A Offensive Player of the Year 
Sabine Senior #24 Maddie Furrh

15-3A 1st Team Sabine Junior 
#20 Claudia Simmons

First graders from Union Grove buried a time capsule last week. 
The time capsule will remain buried next to the Lion Center until 
March 3rd 2033 when the then senior class will open it back up.

G lenw ood V F D  
u nder scru tiny,

su spended
By Phillip Williams

T h e b oard of  U psh ur C ounty  
E mergency  S erv ices D istrict N o.  
1  v oted M onday  to consul t D istrict 
Attorney  B il l y  B y rd “ regarding po-
tential  misappropriation of  district 
f unds”  b y  th e G l enwood V ol unteer 
F ire D epartment.

At a special  l ate-af ternoon meet-
ing in th e county  courth ouse, th e 
b oard al so v oted to temporaril y  
suspend its contract with  th at de-
partment, meaning it won’ t respond 
to cal l s, and inf ormal l y  agreed to 
assign three fire departments in the 
G l enwood area to temporaril y  pro-
vide fire and rescue services there. 

B y rd, wh o attended th e meet-
ing, b ut did not address th e b oard, 
said T uesday  h e wil l  inv estigate 
th e matter as th e b oard ask ed and 
th at an “ open inv estigation”  is in 
progress.

B oard P resident M arc N ich ol s 
said T uesday  h e coul d not rev eal  
detail s of  th e matter since it is 
under inv estigation, b ut G l enwood 
F ire C h ief  K ati l and G ray  said 
b ef ore M onday ’ s meeting th at th e 
b oard was conducting a “ witch  
h unt”  and added T uesday  th at its 
actions were aimed at f orcing h er 
to resign her office because she is 
f emal e.

“ T h is h as b een an ongoing th ing 
since I  b ecame ch ief  two y ears 
ago,”  sh e al l eged.  “ T h ey ’ v e b een 
trying to figure out how to get me 
out of  my  position.  .  . b ecause I ’ m 
a girl  and I  don’ t tak e any  crap of f  
of  any b ody . ”

G ray , wh o said sh e did not attend 
M onday ’ s meeting b ecause sh e was 
preparing f or h er upcoming wed-
ding, said sh e did not “ k now wh at 
I ’ m b eing accused of . ”  S h e added, 
h owev er, detail s of  sev eral  al l eged 
dif f erences sh e h as h ad with  one 
or more b oard memb ers, and said 
sh e was tol d th at some of  th em ap-
proach ed a county  commissioner 
and asked she be fired because she 
is a woman.

T h e ch ief  said one b oard memb er 
accused h er of  tak ing $ 2 ,1 0 0  f rom 
h er department, b ut it was a l egiti-
mate ex pense f or an audit wh en a 
certified public accountant wrongly 
billed the fire department instead 
of  th e G l enwood W ater S uppl y  
C orporation.

Continued on Page 6
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By Jim Bardwell
T h e G l adewater C ity  C ouncil  ap-

prov ed a deal  at T h ursday ’ s  month l y  
meeting to giv e M arucci E l ite a 1 0 -
y ear contract to manage th e city ’ s 
ball field.

T h e agreement was h ammered out 
to saf egaurd th e G l adewater U nion 
G rov e Y outh  B aseb al l  Association 
to ensure l ocal  b al l  cl ub s continue to 
get the use of the field, while Marucci 
E l ite b rings in tournament pl ay  and 
revenue.

M arucci E l ite is run b y  M ich ael  
Holochuck and Jeff Casey. Holochuck 
is th e h ead b aseb al l  coach  at J arv is 
C h ristian C ol l ege and h as b een with  
Jarvis for 10 years. 

Councilmembers Scott Owens, 
R ock y  H awk ins and K ev in C l ark  
h el ped negotiate th e deal  and said 
th ey  were pl eased with  th e contract 
and felt Marucci Elite was the best fit 
for the city.  

Holochuck, who will be paying the 
city $35,000 annually under the con-
tract, said he has 15 youth teams and 
a total  of  2 0 +  teams ov eral l  incl uding 
softball. He said tournaments create 
traffic, which  allows improvements 
to be done to the fields/facility such 
as  adding artifical turf to the fields in 
a few years.

In other business, the council held 
a pub l ic h earing on a request f or 
dwel l ing siz e v ariance at 1 3 9 5  P h il l ips 
Springs Road. The owner wanted to 
build a 1,000 square foot home, but 
th e z oning cal l s f or a minumum of  
1,600 square feet. After much deci-
sion, the coucil denied the request, but 
offered to revisit it for 1,200 square 
feet like the a nearby tract.

T h e council  al so wil l :
l T h e city  reciev ed a cl ean 

premilinary financial audit for fiscal 
year 2021.

l  T h e city  al so approv ed h iring th e 
prof essional  engineering serv ices of  
Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., for $98,750 
to prov ide improv ements to th e water 
treatment plant. 

l T h e city  appointed R ick y  M ad-
dox  to th e P l anning &  Z oning C om-
mission and F arrel l  Al ex ander to an 
alternate board member position. 

l T h e city  appointe J amie B al l ard 
to the Beautification Board to fill one 
vacancy. 

l T h e city  approv ed a L ak e B oard 
recommendation f or instal l ation of  
artificial fish habitats at Lake Glade-
water. The habitats will be paid for by 
a $183,000 grant through the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife.

l T h e council  al so nominated J oh n 
Ussery to fill an unexpired term on 
th e U psh ur C ounty  Appraisal  D istrict 
Board of Directors. 

City inks deal 
w ith M aru cci 

E lite on ballpark

The Gladewater Bears Marching Band 
represented our hometown at Walt Disney 
World last week. Gladewater was the first of 
three bands to entertain the packed Main 
Street in the Magic Kingdom.

Photos by Chris Jones

Clower, Langford
stepping down
at year’s end

State, local and federal first responders have been increasingly 
busy with recent response efforts. Over the past seven days, 
firefighters responded to 178 wildfires that burned 108,493 
acres across the state. 

Smith County Emergency Services District 2 firefighters Josh 
B ardwel l  and J oh n M oore are one of  many  T I F M AS  strik e 
teams th at are prepositioned west of  I -3 5  f or th e anticipated 
wildfire danger due to extended drought and dry frontal passage. 

Strike Team 126 has been on the Eastland Complex Eastland 
C ompl ex  in E astl and and B rown counties wh ich  h as b een 
actively burning across the state. The more than 54,000-acre 
wildfire prompted evacuations, road closures and damaged 147 
structures. Eastland County Sheriff’s Deputy Sergeant Barbara 
Fenley died in the line of duty while assisting with evacuations.

On Sunday, three new wildfire ignitions in Eastland County 
were ab sorb ed into th e E astl and C ompl ex  f or management 
purposes. The complex, now 30% contained as a whole, 
consists of seven wildfires: Kidd Fire, Eastland County 
(42,333 acres, 40% contained); Blowing Basin Fire, Eastland 
County (est. 241 acres, 50% contained); Cedar Mountain 
Fire, Eastland County (est. 250 acres, 10% contained); Oak 
Mott Fire, Brown County (4,031 acres, 75% contained); 
Wheat Field Fire, Eastland County (7,268 acres, 55% con-
tained); Mangum Fire, Eastland County (est. 11 acres, 85% 
contained); and Walling Fire, Eastland County (383 acres, 
100% contained).

East Texas firefighters lending a hand on state blazes

By Jim Bardwell
G l adewater I S D  wil l  b e l osing 

two memb ers of  its coach ing and 
administration staf f s at th e end of  
th is sch ool  y ear as G I S D  Ath l etic 
D irector S cott C l ower and G l ade-
water M iddl e S ch ool  P rincipal  
and coach  C h ris L angf ord wil l  b e 
leaving.

G l adewater sch ool  b oard mem-
b ers were adv ised of  C l ower ’ s 
retirement and L angf ord’ s resig-
nation at M onday ’ s sch ool  b oard 
meeting.

In other business, the school 
board approved a Certification of 
U nopposed C andidates  and O rder 
of  C ancel l ation f or th e G l adewater 
I S D  B oard of  T rustees E l ection of  
May 7, 2022, since none of the 
incumbents were opposed.

L angf ord presented th e “ C ampus 
S potl igh t”  f or G l adewater M iddl e 
S ch ool  and reported mock  testing 
scores were up with the 7th Graders 
performing at 70-percent, which 
Langford said was very good. 

W il l iam P earce was named th e 
2 0 2 1 -2 0 2 2  P C AT  B us D riv er of  
th e Y ear and was recogniz ed at th e 
meeting f or h is dedication to h is 
job and the kids who ride his bus.

T h e month l y  f inancial  report 
shows GISD was in good finan-
cial shape with $13,673,049 in 
general  operating rev enue and 
$11,102,996 in expenses thus far in 
the year. The school’s debt service 
is at $1,863,050 for revenue and 
$$1,742,837 in expenses, while 
current tax  col l ections are standing 
at 82.44-percent - $6,329,226  and 
del inquent tax  col l ections are at 
17.06-percent - $199,536.

G I S D ’ s total  cash  and inv est-
ments stand at $12,855,206.

T h e B oard al so approv ed th e 
purch ase and instal l ation of  a N E W  
8-classroom modular building for 
P re-K  cl assrooms at G l adewater 
Primary in the amount of $551,509.

T h e B oard al so approv ed th e 
2022-2023 School Year Calendar.

GHS Bears relax behind the scenes in a staging area for the bands at the Magic Kingdom. 
L-R Jonatan Arreguin, Maddison Teague, Kimberly Vite, Katie Sisk, Antonio Menjivar and 
Brian Van Houten out front.

Smith County Emergency Services District 2 re ghters 
John Moore  and Josh Bardwell.

Storms tear through Upshur County
By Phillip Williams

A tornado, possibly a F-2 tornado, ripped through parts of rural Upshur 
County late Monday, causing injuries, destroying numerous buildings, and 
triggering power outages, but no confirmed deaths as of late Tuesday morning.

The city of Gilmer, where the fire department’s tornado siren sounded around 
10:20 p.m., was struck by heavy rain, but apparently escaped harm despite the 
massive damage which occurred east of the city and near Ore City.

S h erif f ’ s C h ief  D eputy  D av id H az el  said T uesday  morning h e h ad “ not 
yet been advised of (any) life-threatening injury at this point,” nor how many 
individuals were injured, but that he knew of someone who had suffered a 
fractured bone. National Weather Service meteorologists found new damage 
south of Gilmer consistent with EF-2 damage with top winds at 130 mph.

The storm, which struck the county around 10:20 p.m., damaged dozens of 

buildings, including homes that were “utterly destroyed,” Hazel said. “It was 
strong enough to knock over well-built houses,” he added.

Numerous trees were also felled, leading to cleanup by firefighters and 
the Upshur County Road and Bridge Department. On Tuesday morning, 
emergency  agencies were re-v isiting areas th ey  search ed th e nigh t b ef ore 
to ensure they didn’t overlook anyone who might be injured, Hazel said.  
Upshur County Sheriff’s officials reported “initial indications are that 
tornadic winds sustained a path from southwest Upshur County, west of 
Highway 271 to Northeast, north of Ore City.  Specific damage includes 
(from southwest to northeast) the areas from FM 2685 and Evergreen 
Road, to Hwy 271 south of Bluebird Rd, then across Hwy 300 to Hwy 
154 south of Gilmer. The track continued to north of Ore City where the 
area of Upshur Landing at Lake of the Pines took significant damage.”
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Pinewood 
derby slated

G l adewater’ s C ub  S couts P ack  
1 9 6  wil l  h ost its P inewood D erb y  
F eb .  2 6 .  I t wil l  b e h el d at th e G l ade-
water F ormer S tudents B uil ding, 
l ocated at 2 5 0 9  H endrick s S t.

C ar ch eck -in is f rom 9 -1 1  a. m.   
and th e race starts at noon.  Any one 
can enter a car to race during th e 
outl aw race.   F or inf ormation con-
tact C arl a B igl er at 9 0 3 -7 4 6 -2 6 6 1 .

M anna H ouse and th e C l oth es 
C l oset are open ev ery  M onday , 
W ednesday  and F riday  morning 
nex t to G l adewater C ity  H al l .

At a recent b oard meeting, it 
was noted th at support f rom more 
l ocal  ch urch es is needed at M anna 
H ouse and th e C l oth es C l oset, f rom 
monetary  contrib utions and f ood 
to v ol unteers to h el p h and out th e  
col l ected f ood and cl oth ing items.

F inancial  donations can b e sent 
to P . O .  B ox  8 0 8 , G l adewater, T X  
7 5 6 4 7  and f ood can b e dropped of f  
th e at th e M anna H ouse l ocation or 
at th e Gladewater Mirror offi ce at 
2 1 1  N .  M ain S treet.

Volunteers, 
food, money 
still needed

By Phillip Williams
A judge in G il mer sentenced J on-

ath an D av is G il l iam of  G l adewater 
to 5 0  y ears in prison on T uesday  of  
l ast week  af ter th e def endant pl ead-
ed guil ty  to aggrav ated assaul t with  
a deadl y  weapon on a G l adewater 
woman, said U psh ur C ounty  D is-
trict Attorney  B il l y  B y rd.

G il l iam, 4 1 , was sentenced b y  
1 1 5 th  D istrict J udge D ean F owl er, 
said B y rd.  T h e def endant h ad b een 
to prison twice and was on parol e 
wh en th e J an.  3 1 , 2 0 2 1  assaul t 
on S h erri P erk ins occurred in h er 
h ome, th e prosecutor added.

I n a press rel ease, B y rd said “ th e 
def endant, wh il e unprov ok ed, took  
a th ree-pound sl edgeh ammer and 
struck  th e v ictim ( wh o h e k new)  in 
th e b ack  of  th e h ead f rom b eh ind, 
causing her to fall to the fl oor.” Gil-
l iam th en “ b ent down and h it h er 
again” before fl eeing the residence 
with  th e h ammer wh il e P erk ins’  
h usb and cal l ed 9 1 1 , th e prosecu-
tor wrote.

G l adewater pol ice l ater f ound 
and arrested th e def endant, wh il e 
Perkins was life-fl ighted to a Tyler 
h ospital , B y rd added.  Al th ough  sh e 
recov ered, sh e is “ stil l  not h ersel f  
following this attack” (mentally or 
ph y sical l y )  and “ witnesses at th e 
scene b el iev ed sh e h ad died th at 
night,” the district attorney wrote.

G il l iam, wh o h ad b een sentenced 
in U psh ur C ounty  to prison in J anu-
ary  2 0 2 0  on a meth amph etamine 
ch arge, h ad b een recentl y  b een 
rel eased on parol e b ef ore th e as-
saul t, B y rd added.

T h e assaul t case b rough t against 
him was “enhanced” due to his 
prior criminal  record, meaning h e 
coul d receiv e a h arsh er sentence f or 
th e of f ense.  H e must serv e h al f  th e 
50-year term “day for day” before 
b ecoming el igib l e f or parol e, B y rd 
wrote.

G il mer attorney  M atth ew P atton 
represented th e def endant.

Man gets 
50-year 

sentence
By Phillip Williams

T h ree contested races f or pre-
cinct ch airmansh ips on th e U psh ur 
C ounty  R epub l ican P arty ’ s ex ecu-
tiv e committee dev el oped just b e-
fore Saturday’s fi ling deadline for 
th e M ay  2 4  el ection, said county  
G O P  C h airman D e’ B orah  D eaz .

D eanna L es l ie f i l ed to run 
against P recinct 6  incumb ent 
J ack ie O l iv er, wh il e M ary  Anne 
Farrow fi led to run against Precinct 
1 0  incumb ent J oh n M el v in D odd, 
and S h erry  B reedl ov e f i l ed to 
ch al l enge B ridget F owl er f or th e 
P recinct 9  seat b eing v acated b y  
P am D ean, said D eaz .

I n addition, P recinct 1 3  in-
cumb ent S tacy  M cM ah an f il ed 
S aturday  to seek  re-el ection with -
out opposition, said D eaz .  S h e 
al so said sh e rejected P recinct 1 8  
incumb ent D av id R oy er’ s appl ica-
tion to run b ecause h e f orgot to 
h av e it notariz ed.

T h at l eav es no candidates f or 
R oy er ’ s seat, nor th e P recinct 5  
seat v acated month s ago b y  B l an-
ton D awson’ s death .  T h e th ree 
contested races f or th e 1 9 -seat 
committee, h owev er, mark  th e 
fi rst time in recent memory that so 
many  seats h av e b een contested.

O n th e D emocratic side, onl y  
two unopposed incumb ents, T h el -
ma C arl y n S h ort in P recinct 2  
and V ernel l  J ef f ery  in P recinct 7 , 
fi led to run in the party’s May 24 
el ection, said county  D emocratic 
C h airman W inif red J ack son.

D ue to redistricting, th e precinct 
ch airs wil l  b e el ected not in th e 
M arch  1  primary , b ut during th e 
parties’  respectiv e runof f  el ections.  
U nopposed candidates’  names wil l  
not ev en appear on th e b al l ot as 
th ey  wil l  b e automatical l y  el ected. .

T h e parties’  respectiv e county  
ch airman el ections, h owev er, wil l  
appear on th e M arch  1  b al l ot.  
D eaz  is opposed f or re-el ection to 
a second term b y  party  secretary  
C arl  B y ers, wh il e J ack son escaped 
opposition f or re-el ection.

M adison B arrett is unopposed 
f or th e P recinct 1 7  ch airmansh ip 
h el d b y  B y ers.

U nopposed G O P  incumb ents 
who fi led, and their precinct num-
b ers, incl ude L anette C rittenden, 
1; Jesse Loffl er, 2; Lew Miller, 
3 ;  D eb orah  H odge, 4 ;  T om W il -
l iams, 7 ;  C h arl ie P el ez o, 8 ;  B renda 
K el sey  B eal , 1 1 ;  M ick ey  D enton, 
1 2 ;  J udy  D odson C rowder, 1 4 ;  
C arol y n W ade, 1 5 ;  J oh n U ssery , 
1 6 ;  and M adal ine B ar b er, 2 0 .  
( T h ere is no P recinct 1 9  seat as 
th at precinct was merged with  
anoth er one. )

Contested 
races dev elop

in U pshu r G O P

T ex as C omptrol -
l er G l enn H egar an-
nounced l ast week  
h e wil l  send cities, 
counties, transit 
sy stems and spe-
cial  purpose tax ing 
districts $ 1 . 2 2  b il -
l ion in l ocal  sal es 
tax  al l ocations f or 
F e b r u a r y ,  1 6 . 4  
percent more th an 
in F eb ruary  2 0 2 1 .  
T h ese al l ocations 
are b ased on sal es 
made in D ecemb er 
b y  b usinesses th at 
report tax  month l y ;  
O ctob er, N ov emb er 
and D ecemb er sal es 
by quarterly fi lers; 
and 2 0 2 1  sal es b y  
b usinesses th at re-
port tax  annual l y .

Comptroller distributes $1.2 billion in sales tax revenue
G ladew ater remains in th e black f or 9 th - straigh t month

Three Lady Bears scored in double fi gures helping 
G l adewater trounce T roup 6 2 -2 8  in th e B i-D istrict 
C h ampionsh ip.  

J aK iy ah  B el l , wh o recentl y  signed to pl ay  at K il gore 
C ol l ege, l ed th e B ears with  1 7  points, 1 4  reb ounds, 8  
steal s, and 5  assists.  Al ex is B oy d got h ot h itting f or 
1 2  points, 1 3  reb ounds, 2  assists, as wel l  as 4  b l ock s.  
K y l a L incol n scored 1 0  against th e L ady  T igers.  O th er 
contrib utors to G l adewater’ s win incl ude K iy ona P ark er 
with  8  points, 5  reb ounds, 4  steal s and M aK ay l a P ol ice 
wh o added 6  points, 5  reb ounds, and 2  steal s.  E b ony  
P ipk in and K amry n F l oy d rounded out th e scoring f or 
th e G l adewater with  5  and 4  points respectiv el y .  T h e 
L ady  B ears mov e on to th e Area round of  th e pl ay -of f s 

wh ere th ey  wil l  square of f  with  th e L ady  B ears of  
D eK al b .  T h e match -up wil l  tak e pl ace at P ittsb urg 
H igh  S ch ool  on T h ursday , F eb ruary  1 7 .  T ip-of f  is 
at 7 : 3 0 .

U nion G rov e f el l  1 2 -4 1  to W oden in b i-district 
action and in S ab ine, J ef f erson ral l ied in th e 4 th  to 
edge th e L ady  C ardinal s 5 2 -4 7 .  C l audia S immons 
scored 1 6  points in th e B i-D istrict C h ampionsh ip to 
l ead S ab ine.  S enior M addie F urrh  put 1 2  points on 
the board in her fi nal game for the Lady Cards. Also 
scoring f or S ab ine were Ash l y nn D av is with  9 , E l iz a 
R oper 3 , and Addy  G resh am 2 .  S enior Al l y  G resh am 
added 5 points in her fi nal performance for Sabine. 
The Lady Cardinals fi nish the season at 22-9.

Lady Bears Bi-District Champs
Photo by Chris Jones

White Oak ISD honored Suzanne Bardwell, co-owner of the Gladewater Mirror, White Oak 
Independent and Lindale News & Times, last week with the dedication of the “Suzanne B. 
Bardwell Wing” at White Oak High School. The wing houses the journalism department 
where Suzanne spent 20 years teaching generations of students not only about writing, 
but also about life. Jim, Josh and Jennifer Bardwell were joined at the dedication by 
WOISD Superintendent Brian Gray, WOISD Assistant Superintendent Mitzi Neely and 
White Oak High School Principal Donna Jennings, along with a host of students and White 
Oak ISD educators. Suzanne was killed Jan. 7 in a car accident.        Photo by Mike Peery
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15-3A 1st Team
#2 DJ Allen

15-3A 1st Team
#1 Keilan James

15-3A Offensive MVP
#4 Kollin Lewis

Food Bank 
produce

distribution 
next week

T X -T h e E ast T ex as F ood B ank  
( E T F B )  wil l  of f er month l y  f resh  
produce distrib utions in U psh ur 
C ounty  on th e th ird T uesday  of  
each  month , f rom 1 0  a. m. -noon, 
b eginning M arch  1 5 , at th e G l ade-
water R odeo G rounds on H igh way  
8 0 .  M eat wil l  al so b e of f ered at th is 
fi rst distribution.

“ U psh ur C ounty  h as a great need 
f or f ood assistance as 2 0 %  of  th e 
residents are f ood insecure incl ud-
ing 2 9 %  of  ch il dren,”  said D ennis 
C ul l inane, C E O  of  th e E ast T ex as 
F ood B ank .

“ S tudies sh ow a direct l ink  to 
good nutrition and h eal t h  out-
comes so th e ab il ity  to of f er more 
v egetab l es and f ruits wil l  greatl y  
benefi t the residents.”

T o f ind out more inf ormation 
ab out th e dif f erent programs in 
U psh ur C ounty  v isit th eir web site 
at E astT ex asf oodb ank . org and cl ick  
on F ind F ood.

T h e driv e-th rough  distrib ution is 
open to any one needing f ood and 
th ere are no I D  requirements.

Bears make 15-3A All District Squad

Af ter b eing “ A D eal er F O R  T h e P eopl e”  since 1 9 3 1  in G l adewater, th e 
owners of  M cK aig C h ev rol et B uick  h av e passed th e torch .

“ I  woul d v ery  much  l ik e to th ank  al l  of  our l oy al  ‘ guests’  th rough  th e y ears 
as th ey  were our reason f or b eing,”  said M ark  Ab ernath y  on th e recent sal e 
to Bill Dickason. “From when my brother, Kent, fi rst wanted me to go in 
with  h im and L arry  Aaron to b uy  M cK aig C h ev rol et G eo wh en I  was stil l  
in manuf acturing, we didn’ t want to b e l ik e most car deal ers.  W e wanted to 
b e dif f erent and b etter.  W e wanted to b e k nown f or our outstanding serv ice 
to our guests.  

“ W e purch ased it in April  1 9 9 5  as L M K  Auto group and h av e operated 
it as a db a ev er since, al b eit under dif f erent names ( M cK AI G  C h ev rol et, 
M cK AI G -N el son C h ev rol et O l dsmob il e, M cK AI G  C h ev rol et O l dsmob il e 
P ontiac B uick , M cK AI G  C h ev rol et P ontiac B uick  and M cK AI G  C h ev rol et 
B uick ) .  O b v iousl y , al l  of  th e purch ases did not work  out so wel l  as G M  
dropped O l dsmob il e and th en P ontiac. ”

“ W e ( L arry , K ent and I )  saw no reason to ch ange th e name f rom M cK aig 
wh en we purch ased it f rom J oe J ones as h e h ad continued with  th e name and 
we h ad so much  respect f or M r.  and M rs.  M cK aig.   M rs M cK aig h ad al so 
taugh t N ancy  piano and b oth  were just a h uge part of  G l adewater and our 
E ast T ex as area.  S o M cK aig C h ev rol et continued under th e M cK aig name 
f rom 1 9 3 1  until  2 0 2 2 . ”

Ab ernath y  said it was “ v ery  strange to see th e M cK aig name coming down 
and B il l  D ick ason going up th is past week  al th ough  I  understood wh y .  B usi-
nesses must b e consistent and congruent with  th eir mark eting. ”

T h e new owner, B il l  D ick ason, h as spent mil l ions mark eting h is name in 
th e D al l as and Austin mark ets ov er th e y ears, Ab ernath y  ex pl ained.  “ H e ran 
th e S outh west K ia group f or y ears and was l ook ed upon as one of  th e v ery  
b est K ia deal ers in th e country . ”

N ow estab l ish ing h is own deal er group, Ab ernath y  said D ick ason prov ides 

After 91 years McKaig’s 
passes the torch

15-3A 2nd Team
#0 Tyrone Maddox

Honorable Mention
#11 Michael Lewis

Honorable Mention
#22 Zavion Woods

By Phillip Williams
T h e U psh ur C ounty  G rand J ury  

recentl y  returned 2 4  indictments, 
f our of  th em seal ed, wh il e passing 
two cases and no-b il l ing one, said 
D istrict Attorney  B il l y  B y rd.

D ef endants, ch arges and b ond 
inf ormation in th e open indict-
ments returned F eb .  2 4  in G il mer 
were as follows, Byrd’s offi ce an-
nounced l ast week :

Angienetta B rewster J ack son, 
6 0 , of  G l adewater, aggrav ated as-
saul t with  deadl y  weapon l ast O ct.  
1 5 , $ 3 5 ,0 0 0  b ond

J ames Augustus E ads-B rantl ey , 
a D ek al b  man wh o turned 3 8  th e 
day  h e was indicted, possession 
of  control l ed sub stance ( F entany l )  
on M arch  5 , 2 0 2 1 .  H e remained 
in county  jail  under $ 5 ,0 0 0  b ond. .

W i l l iam M ic h ae l  T a l l e y ,  a 
G il mer man wh o turns 6 2  S atur-

day , was separatel y  indicted on 
ch arges of  possession of  control l ed 
sub stance with  intent to del iv er 
( meth amph etamine) --repeat of -
f ender, and proh ib ited sub stances/
items in correctional  f aci l it y -
-repeat of f ender.

T al l ey  is ch arged with  commit-
ting th e of f enses J an.  1 0 .  B ond 
was set at $ 4 5 ,0 0 0  on th e meth -
amph etamine ch arge, $ 1 5 ,0 0 0  on 
th e oth er ch arge.  

W al ter H arman C h andl er, 6 1 , of  
L ongv iew, driv ing wh il e intox icat-
ed--sub sequent of f ense l ast J ul y  
1 1 , $ 2 ,5 0 0   

S cotty  L y nn M ax wel l , 4 8 , of  
O re C it y , tampering wit h  oi l  
fi eld equipment last Oct. 21. He 
remained in county  jail  under 
$ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0   b ond.

S h awn M .  M acie, 4 3 , of  O re 
C it y , tampering with  oi l  f ie l d 

equipment l ast O ct.  2 1 .  H e al so 
remained in county  jai l  under 
$ 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  b ond.

R ob ert S h awn C ameron, 4 2 , of  
G il mer, tampering with  ph y sical  
ev idence l ast O ct.  1 2 , $ 2 5 ,0 0 0   

C ore y  L ee S k aggs, 3 8 ,  o f  
L ongv iew, aggrav ated assaul t 
against a pub l ic serv ant l ast D ec.  
2 6 .  H e remained in county  jail  
under $ 7 5 ,0 0 0  b ond.   

J e b  T y l e r  W o l t e r,  2 7 ,  o f  
L ongv iew, unl awf ul  possession 
of fi rearm by felon last Aug. 30, 
$ 2 0 ,0 0 0

K eit h  R y an S ter l ing, 4 1 , o f  
I ndianapol is, I nd. , possession of  
control l ed sub stance ( meth amph et-
amine)  l ast O ct.  3 1 , $ 2 0 ,0 0 0

T y l er D ak ota J oh nson, 2 7 , of  M t.  
P l easant, engaging in organiz ed crim-
inal  activ ity  l ast D ec.  2 2 .  H e remained 
in county  jail  on oth er ch arges.    

C ry stal  D awn J oh nson, 3 1 , of  
H ugh es S prings, engaging in or-
ganiz ed criminal  activ ity  l ast D ec.  
2 2 .  S h e al so remained in county  
jail  on oth er ch arges.

S h ane Al l an C ase, 3 3 , of  G il mer, 
aggrav ated assaul t with  deadl y  
weapon l ast J ul y  2 2 , $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  

S onny  G ene L ecrone J r. , 4 1 , 
of  G i l mer, aggrav ated assaul t /
th reaten with  deadl y  weapon l ast 
D ec.  1 6 .  H e remained in county  
jail  under $ 7 5 ,0 0 0  b ond.

D ominique X av ier B uch anan, 
3 3 , of  G il mer, assaul t/ f amil y  v io-
l ence with  prev ious conv iction-
-h ab itual  of f ender l ast N ov .  1 3 .  
H e al so remained in county  jail  on 
oth er ch arges.  

C l a y ton R y an O dom, 2 6 , of  
B ig S andy , assaul t / f amil y  v io-
l ence--occl usion l ast O ct.  1 2 .  H e 
remained in county  jai l  under 

$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  b ond.  
L adarius D res h un J o h nson, 

2 8 , of  G il mer, was separatel y  in-
dicted on ch arges of  assaul t/ f amil y  
v iol ence--occl usion, and ev ading 
arrest/ detention with  v eh icl e, b oth  
l ast S ept.  2 7 .  B ond was set at 
$ 2 5 ,0 0 0  per ch arge.

C ry stal  L atrice B urt, 3 6 , of  B ig 
S andy , injury  to a ch il d l ast M ay  
3 0 , $ 3 ,5 0 0  

I dentity  of  any one ch arged in 
th e seal ed indictments was not 
discl osed as B y rd said no arrest h ad 
b een made in th ose cases.

T h ey  incl uded two f or engaging 
in organiz ed criminal  activ ity , and 
one each  f or th ef t of  cattl e and mis-
appropriation of fi duciary/fi nancial 
property  of  at l east $ 2 ,5 0 0  b ut l ess 
th an $ 3 0 ,0 0 0 .  

N atures of  t h e no-b i l l ed and 
passed cases were not rev eal ed.

Local man indicted for aggravated assault with weapon

Offensive MVP
#11 Cooper Vestal

1st Team
#12 Aubrey Woodard

1st Team
#21 Coltan Cowan

1st Team
#35 Hunter Cannon

Honorable Mention
#15 Jace Roberts

Honorable Mention
#00 Jax Daniels

Lions make 21-2A All District Squad
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Karla and Matt Byrd were awarded the 
2020 Woman & Man of the Year Award

Katie, April and Michael Hines accepted the 2020 Business of the Year Award on 
behalf of the Scubby Love from chamber president Lois Reed

I t was doub l e y our pl easure, doub l e y our f un 
l ast y ear at th e 9 0 th  G l adewater C h amb er of  C om-
merce B anquet.  I nstead of  just getting to h onor a 
singl e y ear’ s worth  of  outstanding citiz ens, l ast 
y ear’ s b anquet f eatured 2 0 1 9  and 2 0 2 0  recipients.  
C oncerns ov er C O V I D -1 9  and state mandated 
sh utdowns caused th e annual  b anquet to b e can-
cel ed in 2 0 1 9 .

S o th e b ig question th is y ear is . . .  wh o wil l  b e 
named M an and W oman of  th e Y ear th is T h ursday  
nigh t?  And wh at b usiness wil l  b e named B usiness 
of  th e Y ear and wh ich  l ocal  teach er wil l  tak e h ome 
th e cov eted E ducator of  th e Y ear award?

The winners for 2020 included: the fi rst husband 
and wif e team to win W oman of  th e Y ear and M an 
of  th e Y ear - K arl a and M att B y rd, wh il e S crub b y  
L ov e ( K atie, April  and M ich ael  H ines)  were pre-
sented th e B usiness of  th e Y ear award.  T h e 2 0 2 0  
E ducator of  th e Y ear was E mil y  B rown.

B radl ey  Awards, presented C h amb er P resident 
R eed, were presented to F arrel l  Al ex ander and 
,J im B ardwel l .  And th e 2 0 2 0  M aril y n G odf rey  
V ol unteer of  th e  y ear Award was giv en to B randy  
F l anagan.

G l adewater M ay or J D  S h ipp gav e th e 2 0 2 0  K en 
B ennett Award to P aul  F oster, wh o dev el oped a 
promotional  v ideo f or th e city  h igh l igh ting th e 
many  positiv e attrib utes th e city  h as to of f er.  M ay or 
S h ipp al so h onored f our citiz ens f or “ D istinguish ed 
S erv ice to th e C ity  of  G l adewater D uring a C risis 
E v ent”  with  th e “ H ero of   S nowmeggedon 2 0 2 1 ”  
award.  S h ipp said R ick y  T ow, B randy  F l anagan, 
C h ristian Al l en and J im B ardwel l  h ad gone ab ov e 
and b ey ond th e cal l  of  duty  during th e F eb ruary  
Arctic storm b l ast th at sh utdown th e city  and l ef t 
residents with out water and f ood.

T h e winners f or 2 0 1 9  incl uded:  S h el ia F ag-

Who will
be this year’s 

Gladewater Chamber’s 
Man & Woman of the Year?

This year’s entertainment will be provided by Jackson Foltyn.

By Phillip Williams
U psh ur C ounty  C ommissioners 

C ourt meets T h ursday  with  a rep-
resentativ e of  K omatsu Arch itec-
ture to discuss th e county ’ s “ suit-
ab il ity  f or a courth ouse renov ation 
grant of f ered th rough  th e T ex as 
H istorical  C ommission. ”

T h at is among 1 6  items on th e 
agenda, counting th e inv ocation 
and adjournment, f or th e court’ s 
10 a.m. meeting on the third fl oor 
of  th e U psh ur C ounty  C ourth ouse 
in G i l mer.  Among th e mostl y -
routine items, grouped togeth er 
under one item on th e agenda, is 
considering accepting th e resigna-
tion of  K aitl y n S l ov er, a county  
ex tension agent.

T h e court f or many  y ears h as 
b een discussing t h e proposed 
grant to renov ate th e courth ouse 
to l ook  much  l ik e it did wh en it 
was fi rst opened in 1937. Besides 
discussing t h at wit h  K omatsu 
representativ e C h arl ie K ern, th e 
agenda say s th e court wil l  al so 
tal k  with  h im ab out “ courth ouse 
maintenance, renov ations, upk eep, 
and th e ( county -owned)  v acant l ot 
on th e ( downtown courth ouse)  
square. ”

I n oth er b usiness, commission-
ers wil l  open, and possib l y  act, on 
proposal s f or l easing th ousands of  
acres of  U psh ur C ounty -owned 
“ sch ool  l and”  in two W est T ex as 
counties, B ay l or and T h rock mor-
ton.

C ommissioners wil l  al so con-
sider designating times f or earl y  
v oting f or th e M ay  2 4  R epub l ican 
and D emocratic parties’  respectiv e 
runof f  el ections, and accepting f or 
recording th e pol l ing l ocations.

I n addition, th e court wil l  pos-
sib l y  appoint a new memb er to 
th e b oard of  th e U psh ur C ounty  
E mergency  S erv ices D istrict N o.  
1  to repl ace M ik e F ennel l , wh o 
resigned.

C ommissioners are al so sch ed-
ul ed to consider nominating some-
one to fi ll a vacancy on the Upshur 
C ounty  Appraisal  D istrict’ s B oard 
of Directors for the 2022-23 term.

I n oth er b usiness, th e court wil l  
consider:

l al l owing county  jail  inmates 
to pl ant a garden on county  prop-
erty  just south  of  t h e county ’ s 
R ock  B uil ding in G il mer.

l c h oosing “ t h e means b y  
wh ich  to f und th e painting”  of  
th e 1 1 5 th  D istrict C ourtroom b y  
F ord’ s Q ual it y  P ainting.  ( T h e 
court is l ocated in th e U psh ur 
C ounty  J ustice C enter near th e 
courth ouse. )  T h e options incl ude 
pay ing f rom t h e b ui l ding and 
maintenance b udget, pay ing f rom 
capital  improv ement contingency  
f unds, or pay ing f rom a f ederal  
grant.

l increasing P ct.  1  C onstab l e 
T im B arnett’ s f uel  b udget f rom 
the current $1,500 to $3,500 “due 
to th e recent f uel  price increase. ”

l l etting “ W indsinger”  B ob  
D espennel  use t h e courth ouse 
l awn to displ ay  teepees M ay  6 -8  
in connection with  th e C h erok ee 
R ose F estiv al .

l approv ing a resol ution de-
cl aring April  as “ S ex ual  Assaul t 
Awareness M onth ”  in th e county .

l procl aiming April  as “ C h il d 
Ab use Awarenenss M onth ”  in th e 
county .

l approv e ch anging th e R ed 
Rock Roofi ng subdivision name 
to M ontesv iew V il l age.

l accepting f or recording th e 
pl ats f or J enk ins L anding sub -
div ision and O ak  G rov e E states 
sub div ision.  T h e action woul dn’ t 
approv e roads in th e pl ats since 
th e property  owner wil l  maintain 
roads.

Upshur to 
discuss 

courthouse
renovation

Rodeo
Royalty

Three young ladies will be 
vying for the Miss 
Gladewater Rodeo 2022 
crown. The contestants 
include (left to right) Kallie 
Rogers, Sydni Coats, and 
Meagan Hodge.
This year’s rodeo is set 
for June 8-11, 7 15 nightly 
at the Gladewater Round-
Up Rodeo arena on US 80 
west. Each year the best 
of the best cowboys and 
cowgirls compete at the 
Gladewater rodeo, which 
was founded in 1937 by 
Jack ates and is 
nationally recognized as 
one of Texas’ top rodeos. Photo by Jim Bardwell

Area tornado 
relief efforts

continue
By Phillip Williams

R el ief  ef f orts continued M onday  
f or rural  U psh ur C ountians af f ect-
ed b y  a F 2  tornado wh ich  one week  
earl ier injured sev eral  persons and 
caused massiv e property  damage-
-b ut no k nown death s.

C ounty  E mergency  M anage-
ment C oordinator M arc N ich ol s 
said th at a “ mul ti-agency  response 
center,”  aimed at h el ping th ose 
impacted b y  t h e storm, woul d 
b e open f rom 9  a. m.  to 6  p. m.  
Wednesday (March 30)  through 
F riday  at th e Y amb oree E v ent C en-
ter near th e G il mer C iv ic C enter.  
( T h is sh oul d not b e conf used with  
th e Y amb oree E x h ib it B uil ding 
nearb y . )

T h e S al v ation Army , T ri-C ounty  
S erv ice, and R ed C ross wil l  man 
th e center to prov ide inf ormation 
to storm v ictims on ob taining 
h el p with  h ousing, cl oth ng and 
f inancial  assistance, as wel l  as 
such  th ings as h ow to repl ace a 
driv er’ s l icense l ost in th e storm, 
N ich ol s said.

M eantime, cl eanup ef f orts wil l  
tak e sev eral  week s, h e added.

N ich ol s said h e k new of  nine 
persons wh o were injured suf -
fi ciently the night of March 21 
to need medical  attention, with  
mal adies ranging f rom l acerations 
to b rok en b ones.  T h e coordinator 
said h e b el iev ed th ree or f our were 
h ospital iz ed b ut,ask ed if  any  of  th e 
injuries were l if e-th reatening, re-
pl ied, “ N ot to my  understanding. ”

As of  M onday , of f icial s h ad 
identifi ed at least 199 structures 
damaged b y  th e storm, th e great 
majority  of  th em h omes, th e co-
ordinator said.  T h e oth er ty pes of  
b uil dings incl uded such  structures 
as b arns, and th e V al l ey  V iew 
C h urch  of  C h rist on F M  1 6 4 9 , 
N ich ol s noted.

O ne of  th e h ardest h it pl aces 
was th e h ome and h ay  operation 
of  L indl ey  H agl er and h is wif e, 
W anda, l ocated on 1 6 4 9  near th e 
ch urch .  T h e storm destroy ed th eir 
b rick  h ouse and outb uil dings, 
b ut th e coupl e, wh o was h ome, 
surv iv ed al th ough  th e roof  was 
ripped of f  th eir h ouse, wh ich  was 
raz ed af ter th e tornado.

T h e b rick  ch urch  suf f ered ma-
jor roof  damage, and th e steepl e 
l anded on its side atop th e b uil d-
ing.  E ric K ing, th e congregation’ s 
minister, said th e f acil it y  was 
insured.  I t was undergoing repairs 
th is week end.

T h e twister touch ed down south  
of  G il mer ab out 1 0 : 2 0  p. m.  b ef ore 
cutting a nearl y  2 1 -mil e path  
north east to th e area near O re C ity , 
N ich ol s said.  I ts max imum winds 
were clocked at 135, only one mile 
per h our l ess th an th e l ev el  f or it 
to be classifi ed as an F3, he said.

S ome h ouses were sev erel y  
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E ast T ex as F ood B ank  to of f er 
produce distrib utions month l y  in 
G l adewater

T h e E ast T e x as F ood B an k  
( E T F B )  wil l  of f er month l y  f resh  
produce distrib utions in U psh ur 
C ounty  on th e th ird T uesday  of  
each  month , f rom 1 0  a. m. -noon, 
b eginning M arch  1 5 , at th e G l ade-
water R odeo G rounds on H igh way  
8 0 .  

M eat wil l  al so b e of f ered at th is 
first distribution.

“ U psh ur C ounty  h as a great 
need f or f ood assistance as 2 0 %  
of  th e residents are f ood insecure 
incl uding 2 9 %  of  ch il dren,”  said 
D ennis C ul l inane, C E O  of  th e E ast 
T ex as F ood B ank .  “ S tudies sh ow 
a direct l ink  to good nutrition and 
h eal th  outcomes so th e ab il ity  to 
of f er more v egetab l es and f ruits 
will greatly benefit the residents.”

T h e E ast T ex as F ood B ank  cur-
rentl y  h as th ree partner agencies 
th at operate f ood pantries in D iana, 
G il mer and O re C ity , serv ing 1 ,5 0 0  
h ouseh ol ds.  T h ere are al so special  
programs to h el p seniors with  a 
month l y  b ox  of  f ood and ch il dren 
receiv e b ack pack s of  f ood th rough  
th eir sch ool .  T o f ind out more 
inf ormation ab out th e dif f erent 
programs in U psh ur C ounty  v isit 
our web site at E astT ex asf oodb ank .
org and cl ick  on F ind F ood.  

T h e driv e-th rough  distrib ution is 
open to any one needing f ood and 
th ere are no I D  requirements.  

About the East Texas 
Food Bank

E stab l ish ed in 1 9 8 8 , th e E ast 
T ex as F ood B ank  is th e l argest 
h unger-rel ief  nonprof it in E ast 
T ex as cov ering 2 6  counties.  E T F B  
prov ides ov er 2 5  mil l ion meal s 
each  y ear to 2 0 0  partner agencies 
and f eeding programs.  O ur mission 
is to fight hunger and feed hope in 
E ast T ex as.  F or more inf ormation, 
v isit E astT ex asf oodb ank . org

ET Food Bank to 
offer produce 

distribution here 

Owens to be next mayor

SCOTT OWENS
Place 1 - unopposed

BRANDY FLANAGAN
Place 3 - unopposed

MICHAEL WEBBER
Place 2 - unopposed

TEDDY SORRELLS
Place 4

JACOB GARLAND
Place 4

GEDCO hires new exec. director

AU S T I N  –  T h e agony  is mercil ess.  T h e pain cuts deep.  D eeper and more 
v icious th an any one can imagine wh en y ou l ose a ch il d.  U nf ortunatel y , 
h undreds of  parents h av e h ad to endure th is nigh tmare af ter l osing th eir 
teens in car crash es in wh ich  th ey  weren’ t wearing th eir seat b el ts.

W ith  v eh icl e crash es continuing to b e th e l eading cause of  death  f or 
U . S .  teenagers, T x D O T ’ s “ T een C l ick  I T  or T ick et”  campaign is urging 
teens to b uck l e up in ev ery  seat f or ev ery  ride.

A seat b el t of f ers th e b est protection in a crash , b ut sadl y , seat b el t use 
remains l ow among teen driv ers and passengers.  I n 2 0 2 0 , 4 6 %  ( 1 3 8  of  
3 0 0 )  of  teen driv ers k il l ed in v eh icl e crash es were not wearing a seat b el t.

“ W e want to remind teens to tak e responsib il ity  not onl y  f or th emsel v es 
b ut al so f or th ose wh o are riding in th eir v eh icl e.  E v ery one must b uck l e 
up,”  said T x D O T  E x ecutiv e D irector M arc W il l iams.  “ O ne simpl e cl ick  
of  a seat b el t can sav e a l if e. ”   

T h rough out th e month  of  F eb ruary , th e “ T een C l ick  I t or T ick et”  cam-
paign wil l  b e h igh l y  v isib l e, seek ing to reach  T ex as teens with  its seat 
b el t saf ety  message.  T h e outreach  wil l  incl ude T V , digital  adv ertising and 
social  media.  Additional l y , an interactiv e el ement wil l  b e introduced as 
th e campaign mak es v isits to 1 1  h igh  sch ool  campuses across th e state 
with  its “ T een C l ick  I t or T ick et”  v eh icl e.

T eens wil l  al so b e educated on T ex as l aw wh ich  requires driv ers and al l  
passengers to wear a seat b el t.  U nb uck l ed driv ers and passengers —  ev en 
those in the back seat can face fines and fees of up to $200.

“ T een C l ick  I t or T ick et”  is a k ey  component of  # E ndT h eS treak T X , a 
b roader social  media and word-of -mouth  ef f ort th at encourages driv ers 
to mak e saf er ch oices wh il e b eh ind th e wh eel , l ik e wearing a seat b el t, 
driv ing th e speed l imit, nev er tex ting and driv ing and nev er driv ing under 
the influence of alcohol or other drugs. Nov. 7, 2000 was the last deathless 
day  on T ex as roadway s.  # E ndT h eS treak T X  ask s al l  T ex ans to commit to 
driv ing saf el y  to h el p end th e streak  of  dail y  death s.

‘Teen Click It Or Ticket’ aims to save lives 

www.EndTheStreakTX.com

Since Nov. 7, 2000, over 75,000 people have died 
on Texas roadways.

NOV

1,078 unbuckled people died in 2020 in traf�c crashes.

The majority of all deadly crashes are due to mistakes drivers make 
(e.g., texting and driving and drinking and driving).

1 in 4 people were killed in traf�c crashes where a driver 
was under the in�uence of alcohol in 2020.

We average 3,571 fatalities each year – the 
equivalent of 10 jumbo jets full of people.

1,413 people were killed in 2020 in speeding related crashes.

714 pedestrians were killed in 2020 in traf�c crashes.

367 people were killed in 2020 in distracted driving crashes.

We’ve had 21 years straight of 
daily deaths on Texas roads.

By Phillip Williams
One 17-year-old Big Sandy 

y outh  was k il l ed and anoth er seri-
ousl y  injured in a one-car crash  on 
W h ite O ak  R oad near B ig S andy  
l ast T h ursday  nigh t, said th e T ex as 
D epartment of  P ub l ic S af ety .

K il l ed was B raidan J ace S mel t-
z er, said U psh ur C ounty  P recinct 1  
J ustice of  th e P eace W y one M anes, 
wh o said sh e pronounced h im dead 
at th e scene.

T h e oth er y outh , wh ose identity  
was not rel eased b y  th e D P S , was 
airl if ted to C H R I S T U S  M oth er 
F rances H ospital  in T y l er, said 
D P S  spok eswoman J ean D ark .  T h e 
Mirror has filed a public informa-
tion request to ob tain th e name of  
the youth, who Dark identified as 
th e driv er.

D ark  said prel iminary  inv estiga-
tion sh owed th e westb ound 1 9 9 6  
P ontiac F ireb ird “ topped a h il l  and, 
f or reasons unk nown at th is time, 
ran of f  th e roadway  to th e righ t,”  
entered th e road’ s north  side b ar 
ditch , and th en struck  sev eral  trees.  

B oth  men were wearing seat 
b el ts, sh e added.

The crash occurred at 9:37 p.m. 
ab out sev en mil es east of  B ig 
S andy , D ark  said.  T rooper J ames 
P ay ne inv estigated, sh e said.

F uneral  serv ices f or M el t z er 
were sch edul ed f or W ednesday  af -
ternoon ( F eb .  2 3 )  at th e B ig S andy  
C iv ic C enter under direction of  
R ader F uneral  H ome of  L ongv iew.

Big Sandy teen 
killed in wreck 

By Jim Bardwell
With the deadline for filing for a 

G l adewater city  council  seat h av ing 
come and gone, onl y  one race wil l  b e 
contested –  th at b eing P l ace 4 .

T eddy  S orrel l s and J acob  G arl and 
are v y ing f or th e unex pired term 
f ormerl y  h el d b y  D ennis R ob ertson.

I n oth er races - v eteran council -
man S cott O wens wil l  b e th e nex t 
G l adewater may or af ter drawing 
no ch al l engers f or th e P l ace 1  seat.  
M ay or J D  S h ipp ch ose not to run f or 
a th ird term.

Also unopposed in the May 7 elec-
tion is newcomer M ich ael  W eb b er 
f or th e P l ace 2  seat and incumb ent 
B randy  F l anagan f or th e P l ace 3  seat, 
wh o wil l  b e serv ing a th ird term on 
th e council .

T h e l one contested race pits two 
first timers to the political arena, Sor-
rel l s - a preach er - against G arl and - a 
firefighter.

According to G arl and’ s f aceb ook  
P age, h e is F iref igh ter/ E M T -B  at 
H ouston F ire D epartment and f ormer 
Firefighter/EMT-B at Cy-Fair VFD 
and f ormer F iref igh ter/ E M T -B  at 
G l adewater F ire D epartment.  H e is 
a f ormer div er h el per at U P S  and a 
f ormer h and at R  B  O der O il  F iel d 
C onstuction

H e studied at K il gore C ol l ege and 
attended G l adewater H igh  S ch ool .  

According to S orrel l ’ s F aceb ook  
P age, h e is th e pastor at L iv ing W ater 
C h urch  in G l adewater and work ed 

at R enewed L if e B aptist C h urch  in 
G l adewater.  

S orrel l s h ol d a B A in C h ristian 
M inistries f rom D al l as B aptist U ni-
v ersity  and a M aster of  T h eol ogi-
cal  S tudies f rom L ib erty  B aptist 
T h eol ogical  S eminary .  H e al so h as 
a M aster of  D iv inity  in C h urch  H is-
tory  f rom L ib erty  B aptist T h eol ogi-
cal  S eminary , as wel l  as a D octor of  
M inistry  f rom S outh western B aptist 
T h eol ogical  S eminary  H e graduated 
f rom W h ite O ak  H igh  S ch ool  in 1 9 9 1  
and serv ed as a U . S .  Army  C omb at 
M edic –  f rom 1 9 9 6 -1 9 9 9 .  

At G I S D , P l ace 1  T rustee R oss 
M organ, P l ace 2  T rustee R ick y  
B l ack mon and P l ace 3  T rustee G arth  
C ock rel l  are running unopposed.

T h e G l adewater E conomic D e-
v el opment C orporation h as ch osen 
M ich el l e P al mer as its new ex ecu-
tiv e director.

T h e b oard met on F eb .  1 6  and 
af ter a l ength y  search  made th eir de-
cision.  T h e position h as b een open 
since August 2 0 2 0  wh en th e f ormer 
ex ecutiv e director was dismissed.  

“ W e wanted to wait until  we 
f ound th e righ t person f or th is posi-
tion,”  said G E D C O  president J im 
B ardwel l .  “ W e wanted our nex t ex -
ecutiv e director to b e someone wh o 
coul d work  with  al l  th e community  
and wh o woul d b e a ch eerl eader 
f or G l adewater.  W e h av e many  
projects underway  and we needed 
someone wh o can sh eph erd th em 
to compl etion.  I  b el iev e M ich el l e 
is th at person. ”

P al mer is returning to th e G l ade-
water area af ter l iv ing in P ortl and, 
O regon.  S h e h as ex perience in 
b usiness strategy , community  de-
v el opment, mark eting, datab ase 
management, partnersh ip dev el -
opment, project management and 

Michelle Palmer will begin her new job as GEDCO exectutive 
director on Feb. 28.
b udget ov ersigh t.

“ I  am th orough l y  ex cited to re-
connect to my  roots and b e a part 
of  G l adewater again,”  P al mer said.  
“ R eturning to th e city  wh ere I  was 

b orn h as reignited my  passion to see 
th is community  th riv e.  I  come with  
f resh  ey es to v iew ob stacl es and 
ch al l enges as opportunities.  F ind-
ing new perspectiv es and creativ e 

sol utions are strength s of  mine th at 
wil l  h el p dev el op new growth  in 
G l adewater.  C onnecting with  oth ers 
to direct our f ocus on goal s we sh are 
and dev ising way s to work  togeth er 
is h ow I  pl an to support G l adewater 
in going to th e nex t l ev el .

“ M y  track  record demonstrates 
organiz ational  growth  driv en b y  
h eal th y  rel ationsh ips with  con-
sumers and th e community .  W h il e 
nose to th e grindstone work  is a 
b ig contrib utor to th e growth  of  
th e organiz ations I ’ v e l earned it 
was my  ab il ity  to rel ate to peopl es 
needs, h el p th em sol v e prob l ems 
and connect th em to th eir goal s th at 
grew our b usinesses.  

“ M y  ph il osoph y  is to l isten with  
intent, see peopl e as compl ex  in-
div idual s, respond with  empath y  
and b uil d trust to pav e new roads 
in b usiness rel ationsh ips with out 
ov er promising.  I  am a peopl e 
person, b ut not a peopl e pl easer.  
H eal th y  b oundaries support l ong 
term rel ationsh ips prof essional l y  
and personal l y . ”
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S tories b eh ind th e data sh ow th e true consequences of  driv ing 
drunk  ov er spring b reak .  T h at’ s wh y  T x D O T  is using its D riv e 
S ob er.  N o R egrets.  campaign to sh are with  col l ege students 
th e real -l if e ex periences of  peopl e af f ected b y  drunk  driv ing 
crash es across T ex as.

O ne person in T ex as dies ev ery  eigh t h ours and 3 1  minutes in 
a DUI-alcohol related traffi c crash. Last year, 1,029 people in 
Texas were killed and 2,522 seriously injured because someone 
ch ose to get b eh ind th e wh eel  wh il e impaired.  O v er l ast y ear’ s 
spring break, Texas saw 872 DUI-alcohol related traffi c crashes. 
These crashes resulted in 30 fatalities and 107 serious injuries.

“These are disturbing numbers, especially as all of these 
crashes are preventable,” said TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams. “Whether it’s transit, rideshare companies or a 

Deaths over 2021 spring break show true consequences of driving drunk 
TxDOT’s Drive Sober. No Regrets. campaign urges students to celebrate spring break responsibly

designated sober friend, there are several options for students 
to fi nd a sober ride. We’re hoping these real-life stories show 
students th at deadl y  consequences can and do h appen ev ery  
year during spring break.”

Drinking and driving is 100% preventable and can have 
serious physical, emotional and fi nancial consequences that 
can last for years. Not only can a DWI hurt or kill someone, 
devastating the lives of victims and survivors forever, it can 
be expensive and cause signifi cant legal hassles. It can also 
make it diffi cult to fi nd or keep a job and can bring a lifetime 
of  regret.

Throughout March, TxDOT’s Drive Sober. No Regrets. 
campaign wil l  conduct outreach  ev ents at k ey  spring b reak  
designations th at are popul ar among col l ege students.  T h ese 

ev ents wil l  incl ude a v ideo ex h ib it f eaturing powerf ul  testimo-
nial s of  T ex ans wh o deal  with  th e dail y  consequences of  drunk  
driving, either as offenders or survivors. These humanizing 
stories and drunk  driv ing f acts can b e f ound at S ob erR ides. org.

T h e D riv e S ob er.  N o R egrets.  campaign is a k ey  component 
of EndTheStreakT , a broader social media and word-of-
mouth  ef f ort th at encourages driv ers to mak e saf er ch oices 
while behind the wheel such as wearing a seat belt, driving 
the speed limit, never texting and driving and never driving 
under the infl uence of alcohol or other drugs. November 7, 
2000, was the last deathless day on Texas roadways. 

EndTheStreakT  asks all Texans to commit to driv-
ing saf el y  to h el p end th e streak  of  dail y  death s on T ex as 
roadway s.

T ex as C omptrol l er G l enn H egar 
announced l ast week  h e wil l  send 
cities, counties, transit systems 
and special  purpose tax ing districts 
$913.3 million in local sales tax 
allocations for March, 19.8 percent 
more than in March 2021. These 
al l ocations are b ased on sal es made 
in J anuary  b y  b usinesses th at report 
tax  month l y .

G l adewater continued to sh ow 
an upswing in sales tax revenue, 
posting its 10th straight month in 
the black - up 20.65-percent over 
the previous year, $101,880.61 
compared to $84,438.88. For the 
year, Gladewater is running ahead 
of 2020’s totals by 14.18-percent.

S al es tax  al l ocation comparison 
summary  reports present data on 
month l y  l ocal  sal es and use tax  
payments to local jurisdictions.

Gladewater’s sales tax revenue continues to increase - 10th month in-a-row

T h e G l adewater C ity  C ouncil  is 
ex pected to consider approv ing a con-
tract on th e city ’ s b al l  park  operations 
at Thursday’s 6 p.m. meeting.

T h e agreement woul d b e b etween 
th e C ity  of  G l adewater and M i-
chael Holochuck dba Marucci Elite.  
Marucci Elite is expected to work with 
th e G l adewater U nion G rov e Y outh  
B aseb al l  Association to ensure l ocal  
b al l  cl ub s continue to get use of  th e 
fi eld, while Marucci Elite brings in 
tournament pl ay .

Marucci Elite is run by Michael 
H ol och uck  and J ef f  C asey .  H ol och uck  
is th e h ead b aseb al l  coach  at J arv is 
C h ristian C ol l ege and h as b een with  
Jarvis for 10 years. Marucci has been 
with  th em f or f our y ears.

At l ast month s council  meeting 
Holochuck said he has 15 youth teams 
and a total of 20  teams overall in-
cl uding sof tb al l .  H e said tournaments 
create traffi c, which  allows improve-
ments to be done to the fi elds/facility.

 In other business, the council is 
ex pected to h ol d a pub l ic h earing and 
tak e action regarding a request f or 
dwelling size variance - Single Fam-
ily Districts at ABS Al 75 GOOD-
WIN, WILLIAM TRACT 55 19.85 
ACRES, 1395 Phillips Springs Road.

T h e council  al so wil l :
l Consider the fi nancial audit for 

fi scal year 2021
l C onsider a prof essional  engineer-

ing serv ices contract b etween S ch a-
umburg & Polk, Inc., and the City of 
Gladewater in the amount of $98,750 
to prov ide improv ements to th e water 
treatment pl ant 

l Consider a Planning & on-
ing C ommission recommendation 
for appointment to fi ll vacant board 
member position and/or alternate 
b oard memb er position 

l Consider a Beautifi cation Board 
recommendation f or appointment to 
fi ll one vacancy 

l Consider a Lake Board recom-
mendation for installation of artifi cial 
fi sh habitats at Lake Gladewater.

l Consider Resolution R-22-04 
for nomination to fi ll an unexpired 
term on th e U psh ur C ounty  Appraisal  
D istrict B oard of  D irectors.  

City ballpark 
contract on 

tonight’s agenda

By Phillip Williams
A T ex as R anger arrested th e ch ief  deputy  of  th e U psh ur C ounty  district 

clerk’s offi ce on the job last Thursday afternoon on a misdemeanor charge 
of offi cial oppression, said the county sheriff’s offi ce.

Jon Christopher (Chris) Coleman, 51, of Gilmer, was released the same 
day on $3,500 bond set by Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter, said 
sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel in a press release. He said Rangers 
are h andl ing th e inv estigation.  

Offi cials had not released any details of the case as of Monday after-
noon, saying it is the subject of an ongoing investigation. With Rangers 
handling the probe, Upshur County Sheriff Larry Webb said Friday he 
didn’ t k now f or sure wh at th e case was ab out.

Coleman, interviewed by phone while at work Monday, said his at-
torney, Gilmer lawyer Matthew Patton, had advised him “not to speak 
on it (the charge) at this time.”

He confi rmed that Texas Ranger Chris Baggett arrested him in the 
clerk’s offi ce at the Upshur County Justice Center, a building that houses 
the sheriff’s offi ce, Potter’s offi ce, and District Attorney Billy Byrd’s 
offi ce in Gilmer. Byrd said in an email Monday he “cannot comment at 

this time (on the case). Matters are still under investigation.”
While at the sheriff’s offi ce Friday, Baggett said it was not the Rangers’ 

policy to talk to the press about a case, and referred questions to Texas 
Department of Public Safety Public Information Offi cer Jean Dark. She 
coul d not b e reach ed b y  ph one M onday .

115th District Judge Dean Fowler confi rmed Monday he signed the 
arrest warrant, but said it is not public record under state law while the 
investigation is ongoing. “I’d like to give it to you, but I can’t,” he said. 

District Clerk Karen Bunn, who lost her bid for re-election nine days 
before Coleman’s arrest, defended her chief deputy Monday, saying 
“He will continue to have his job. He’s been the best clerk ever.” Bunn, 
whose term expires Dec. 31, also termed the arrest “uncalled for” and 
predicted “we shall prevail.”

The sheriff’s offi ce said Coleman was booked at 5:04 p.m.
The Caputo Law Firm in Dallas, which handles offi cial oppression 

cases, summarizes the state law on its website by saying it forbids pub-
lic servants to “use their offi ce to deny someone their rights, sexually 
harass, or intentionally mistreat someone.” The class A misdemeanor is 
punishable by up to six months in jail and a maximum fi ne of $4,000.

Texas Rangers make arrest for official oppression 

East Texas Food Bank hosts 
fi rst produce distribution in Gladewater
Local volunteers came out in force Tuesday to help the East Texas 

Food Bank with its fi rst monthly fresh produce distributions in Glade-
water.  T h e ev ent - wh ich  serv ed h undreds of  f amil y  T uesday  - wil l  b e 
held on the third Tuesday of each month, from 10 a.m.-noon at the 
Gladewater Rodeo Grounds on Highway 80. 

“Upshur County has a great need for food assistance as 20% of the 
residents are food insecure including 29% of children,” said Dennis 
Cullinane, CEO of the East Texas Food Bank. “Studies show a direct 
l ink  to good nutrition and h eal th  outcomes so th e ab il ity  to of f er more 
vegetables and fruits will greatly benefi t the residents.”

The East Texas Food Bank currently has three partner agencies that 
operate food pantries in Diana, Gilmer and Ore City, serving 1,500 
h ouseh ol ds.  T h ere are al so special  programs to h el p seniors with  a 
month l y  b ox  of  f ood and ch il dren receiv e b ack pack s of  f ood th rough  
their school. To fi nd out more information about the different programs 
in Upshur County visit their website at EastTexasfoodbank.org.

Photos by Christian Allen
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Traffic deaths 
spike in Texas 

work zones
As road construction projects 

ramp up statewide, TxDOT officials 
are asking motorists to slow down 
and stay alert when driving through 
the thousands of work zones in 
Texas to protect themselves and 
others. In 2021, traffic crashes in the 
state’s work zones claimed the lives 
of 244 people, a 33% increase over 
the previous year.

Drivers and their passengers ac-
counted for the majority of those 
who died in Texas work zone crash-
es last year: 195 motorists or vehicle 
passengers were killed, along with 
38 pedestrians, four bicyclists and 
three roadside construction work-
ers. Speeding and driver inattention 
were among the leading causes of 
crashes.

With these alarming statistics in 
mind, TxDOT’s “Be Safe. Drive 
Smart.” campaign is marking Na-
tional Work one Awareness Week, 
April 11 15, by sharing safety tips 
to prevent work zone crashes and 
fatalities.

“It’s cause for tremendous con-
cern that the number of people killed 
on our roadways reached a 40-year 
high last year and fatalities in our 
workzones rose dramatically,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams. “It’s important for drivers 
to remember that driving condi-
tions in work zones can be espe-
cially challenging because of extra 
congestion, slow-moving heavy 
equipment, temporary barriers and 
vehicles that make sudden stops. 
That’s why it’s crucial for everyone 
to give driving their full attention 
and drive a safe speed in areas where 
construction and maintenance are 
underway.”

The “Be Safe. Drive Smart.” 
campaign offers five tips for driving 
safely through a work zone:

Slow down. Follow the posted 
speed limit and adjust your driving 
to match road conditions.

Pay attention. Avoid distractions, 
keep your mind on the road and put 
your phone away.

Watch out for road crews. The 
only protective gear they wear is 
reflective clothing, a hardhat, and 
safety boots. Always follow flag-
gers’ instructions and be mindful of 
construction area road signs.  

Don’t tailgate. Give yourself 
room to stop in a hurry, should you 
need to. Rear-end collisions are the 
most common kind of work zone 
crashes.

Allow extra time. Road construc-
tion can slow things down. Count on 
it, and plan for it.

Roadside safety also extends to 
complying with the state’s Move 
Over/Slow Down law that requires 
drivers to move over a lane or re-
duce their speed to 20 mph below 
the posted speed limit when ap-
proaching a TxDOT vehicle, emer-
gency vehicle, law enforcement, 
tow truck or utility vehicle stopped 
with flashing lights activated on the 
roadside.

Traffic fines double in work zones 
when workers are present and can 
cost up to $2,000. Failure to heed 
the Move Over/Slow Down law 
also can result in a fine up to $2,000.

“Be Safe. Drive Smart.” is a key 
component of EndTheStreakT , 
a broader social media and word-
of-mouth effort that encourages 
drivers to make safer choices while 
behind the wheel such as wear-
ing a seat belt, driving the speed 
limit, never texting and driving, and 
never driving under the influence 
of alcohol or other drugs. Nov. 7, 
2000 was the last deathless day on 
Texas roadways. EndTheStreakT  
asks all Texans to commit to driv-
ing safely to help end the streak of 
daily deaths.

All roadway safety professionals 
are encouraged to wear orange on 
April 13 for National Go Orange 
Day to proudly show their support 
of work zone safety.

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

recently returned 21 indictments, 
with the 10 sealed ones including 
one for “accident involving death,” 
said District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Defendants, charges, and bond 
information in the open indict-
ments returned March 24 in Gilmer 
were as follows, Byrd’s office said 
Friday:

l Robert Leroy Worthington, 
54, of Gladewater, possession of 
controlled substance (methamphet-
amine) last Aug. 19, $10,000 bond

l Ronald Wayne Smith Jr., 
47, of Gladewater, possession of 
controlled substance (methamphet-
amine) last June 7, $25,000

l Kelly Leigh Williamson, 42, 
of Big Sandy, driving while intoxi-
cated; subsequent offense--repeat 
offender on Jan. 31, $10,000

l Michael Colton Barnes, 29, of 
Diana, driving while intoxicated-
-subsequent offense last Oct. 27, 
$25,000

l Brian Ray Christall, 38, of 
Diana, driving while intoxicated-
-subsequent offense last Oct. 23, 
$25,000

l Staci Giddens Howie, 47, of 
Dallas, driving while intoxicat-
ed--subsequent offense Jan. 30, 
$10,000 

l Dominique avier Buchanan, 
33, of Gilmer, assault/family 
violence with previous conviction-
-habitual offender last Nov. 28. Al-
though bond was set at $25,000, he 
remained in county jail at Gilmer 
under a “blue warrant” alleging he 
violated parole.  

l Christopher Dean Robertson, 
35, of Gilmer, criminal mischief 
last Sept. 1. He also remained in 
county jail under $100,000 bond.

Amanda Brooke McGowan, 
37, of Chandler, possession of 
controlled substance with intent 
to deliver (methamphetamine) on 
March 5, 2020, $10,000

l Ryan Tilton Rogers, 30, of 
Gilmer, possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) on 
April 18, 2020, $25,000

l William Wade Lanius, 38, of 
Tatum, possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) on 
Sept. 8, 2020, $15,000

Identity of anyone named in 
the sealed indictments was not 
disclosed since no arrest had been 
made in those cases, Byrd said. 

Besides the aforementioned 
accident case, those indictments 
included two for assault/family 
violence--occlusion and a single 
indictment on two counts of online 
solicitation of a minor under 14.

The other sealed indictments 
included one each for “theft--ag-
gregation of amounts (of) $2,500 
or more but less than $30,000,” 
aggravated assault with deadly 
weapon, criminal mischief, tam-
pering with oil and gas wells and 
associated equipment, possession 
of controlled subtance (heroin) and 
possession of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine.)

Jurors neither no-billed nor 
passed any cases March 24, Byrd 
said.

Local men 
indicted on 

drug charges

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court on Tuesday of last week heard 

various county officials discuss ongoing disaster relief efforts in the county 
in the wake of the March 21 rural tornado which caused massive damage 
and several injuries, but no known deaths.

The court, meeting in special session at Gilmer, also voted to ratify and 
indefinitely extend County Judge Todd Tefteller’s “local disaster declara-
tion,” which on March 22 activated the county’s emergency management 
plan. Tefteller said the order also keeps the county eligible for governmental 
assistance.

The court heard from county Emergency Management Coordinator Marc 
Nichols, county Road Administrator Andy Jordan, Sheriff Larry Webb and 
County Extension Agent Julie York concerning efforts to help those impacted 
by the storm.

Nichols said that all of those injured he knew of were either in stable con-

diton or released from medical treatment. One person who was in intensive 
care was now stable and should be released from a hospital, he added.

Most of those left homeless by the storm had somewhere to go and an emer-
gency shelter which opened the night of the tornado had no takers, he noted. 

In addition, the county’s emergency plan “flowed as well as could be” and 
the fact no deaths occurred was “amazing,” Nichols said. 

Marion County Judge Leward LaFleur, who said an area 30 miles from 
Jefferson was belted in his county and praised the cooperation between the 
two counties’ emergency management coordinators and sheriff’s offices, 
added, “It is nothing short of a miracle from God himself that nobody was 
killed in this destruction.”

Nichols said the National Weather Service had identified 199 structures 
which were damaged, but that 70 homes have been inaccessible and are 
still being evaluated. The F2 tornado totally destroyed 20 homes while 

Upshur County local disaster declaration extended

Gregg and Upshur county residents have until April 
7 to register to vote in the May 7 election for two 
statewide constitutional amendments and one local 
contested city council race.

First-time Texas voters may complete the registration 
process through the state or the county voter registrar. 
Those eligible to cast a ballot this spring include U.S. 
citizens who will be 18 years old or older as of elec-
tion day, and who are not convicted felons or legally 
mentally incapacitated.

“In the upcoming May 7 election, every Texas voter 
will have the opportunity to vote on two proposed 
amendments to the Texas Constitution concerning 
property taxes, and many Texas voters will also be 
voting on mayoral, city council and school board can-
didates as well as local propositions,” Texas Secretary 

of State John Scott said in a statement. “I encourage 
every eligible Texas voter to not only get registered 
by April 7th, but to educate yourself on the candidates 
and measures that will appear on your ballot.”

All Texas voters will have the chance to weigh in 
on Proposition 1, which would provide additional 
property tax cuts to elderly and disabled homeown-
ers, and Proposition 2, which would raise the school 
district homestead exemption on property taxes.

One Gladewater City Council seat is contested 
with newcomers Teddy Sorrells and Jacob Garland 
seeking the Place 4 seat. Scott Owens is unopposed 
for mayor and Michael Webber and Brandy Flanagan 
are unopposed for the Place 2 and 3 seats.

All GISD incumbents were unopposed, so not elec-
tion will be needed.

Voter registration deadline is today

Shipp, Bardwell honored by chamber
Jim Bardwell and Cathy Shipp were honored 

at Thursday’s 91st Annual Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce banquet with the “Man of the 
Year” and “Woman of the Year” awards, pre-
sented by Chamber President Lois Reed.

Also honored were Darla Ferguson with the 
“ Marilyn Godfrey Volunteer Award” and Sas-
quatch Trading Post was named “Business of 
Year.” “Educator of Year” was Megan Morris 
and Tanner Gothard was named “Youth of the 
Year.”

The coveted “Bradley Award,” which was 
presented by Chamber President Lois Reed to 
those who went above and beyond the call of 
duty for the chamber throughout the year went 
to Michael Hines and  Todd Clifton.

The theme of the banquet was “Through the 
Years” and paid tribute to longtime chamber 
manager Marsha Valdetero, who passed away in 
December of 2021. Marsha served the chamber 
for 31 years and was the “heart and soul” of the 
organization.

Suzanne Bardwell, who passed away in Janu-
ary 2022, was also recognized for her years of 
hard work and support of the chamber, Marsha, 
and the Gladewater Community.

US Rep. Louie Gohmert honored Valdetero 

and Bardwell with a US flags flown over the Nation’s 
Capitol, with Gohmert’s aide John Tanner presenting 
the flags to the families of the two ladies who were 
so instrumental in moving Gladewater forward. 

Jackson Foltyn of Jackson’s Theater provided the 
musical entertainment for the event.

2021 Youth of the Year 
Tanner Gothard

2021 Volunteer of the Year 
Darla Ferguson

2021 Educator of the Year 
Megan Morris

2021 Bradley Award 
Michael Hines

2021 Bradley Award 
Todd Clifton

2021 Business of the Year 
Sasquatcha Trading Post

2021 Man of the Year - Jim Bardwell
2021 Woman of the Year - Cathy Shipp

December’s Gladewater Lions Students of the 
Month were Adam Miles and Kaytlin White.

Sustainably dispose of Christmas trees
For those who chose to buy a live Christmas tree either 

from one of the state’s 175 Christmas tree farms or retail 
outlets, there are several sustainable ways to dispose of the 
tree once the holidays have passed. The Texas A&M Forest 
Service offers a number of alternatives to sending the trees 
to landfi lls. 

Real trees are biodegradable, and many communities 
have tree recycling programs. Contact your local waste 
management company for information. Another possibility 
is mulching the tree to provide insulation around trees and 
garden plants.

Christmas trees also can be used as pond and wildlife 
habitat, providing a place for aquatic species to fl ourish 
in ponds and lakes. Trees can also be placed in yards and 
turned into bird habitats by tying bird feed, orange slices or 
popcorn to the branches.
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See your helpful 
hardware folks at... Bailey's �fCE 
Store hours: Gladewater, TX Mon-Fri 
Sat 

7:00-7:00 
8:00-6:00 
1 :00-5:00 903.845.5787 Sun 

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist• 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist• 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist• 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 First 

Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 Friendship 
Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 Gladeview 

Baptist• 903-845-3842 Gladewater 
Missionary Baptist• 903-845-517 4 Grace 

Baptist• 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist• 903-845-517 4 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist• 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist• 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist• 903-845-4894 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
North Loop Church of Christ• 903-845-2531 
North Main Church ofChtist • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa's Catholic Church• 903-845-2306 
CHARISMA TIC 

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran• 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church ofthe Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First United Methodist Church • 903-845-2565 
McCrary's Chapel United Methodist 

FUNERAL HOME 
(903) 845-2155

croley _gwater_fh@yahoo.com 
401 N. Center St. (off Main St., Hwy 271) 

Mail: P.O. Box 706 • Gladewater, TX 75647 

Since 1936 
300 Hwy. 80 East 

Gladewater 
903.845.2222 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX 

903-845-2171
www .fbcgladewater.org 

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER 
SUNDAY - 10: 15 Morning Worship 

Get your message out for 
just $12/week 

Call 
903-845-2235

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Stanville Methodist• 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist• 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 

Grace Tabemade • 903-309-8801 
PENTECOSTAL 

First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 
Northside Pentecostal 

Abundant Ute Temple UP. C. • 903-845-6043 
Southern Pentecostal Church (Stanville) PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyte1ian • 903-845-2905 
OTHER 

Stanville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3205 
Friendship Community Church 

Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195 

St. James Missionary Baptist Church 
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for

ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and
each Sunday at 9 am.

2800 W. Commerce Street 
Gladewater, Texas 75647 

903-845-5028

America's · . 

Hwy. 80 
Gladewater, TX 

903.845.2559 
Drive•ln. We don't start coo kin' ti I we hear from you! 

Unforgettable QX-FMI 
The greatest music of the 40s, !50s, 60s & 
70's as well as today's really cool musicians( 

You'll hear Dean Martin; Frank Sinatra; 

��t0�j���re���;�e:;M�ie�i6i��:nK��i1t
Buddy Holly; The Beatles; Bobby Darrin; 

The Tijuana Brass; John Denver; Peter, Paul & 
Mary; ond hundreds of other 

fovorite.s. 

(903) 643-7711 FM 
r-t·'s -the music you grew up wi-th! ... LISTEN! 

Grace Baptist Church 
212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Morning Service 11 a.m. 
Evening Service 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer and Bible Study 

903-845-6440

Pastor Jim Withers 
www.gbcgladewater.org

Full Gospel Fellowship 
Gladewater Revival Church 

700 p.m. 

Living Hope Fellowship• 903-261-2023 
Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 

Union Temple CME Church• 903-845-1050 

Black Dog Designs and Builders 
Commercial and Residential Construction, 

remodeling and repair. 35 years experience. 
Excellent Reputation and References.Contact: 

Black Dog Gallery/Designs 

903-663-0936

GLADEVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
901 CULVER (P.O. 603), GLADEWATER TX
(Corner of Culver & Hendricks, one block west of the rodeo grounds)

903-845-3842
Sunday Schedule: Bible Study 9:30

 Worship 10:30 & 4:00

Pastor: David Whit ield

gladeviewbaptistchurch@gmail.com
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Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced today he will send cit-
ies, counties, transit systems and 
special purpose taxing districts 
$ 866.5 million in local sales tax 
allocations for April, 27.9 percent 
more than in April 2021. These al-
locations are based on sales made 
in February by businesses that 
report tax monthly.

Gladewater continued to show 
an upswing in sales tax revenue, 
posting its 11th straight month in 
the black - up 16.74-percent over 
the previous year, $ 92,278.42  
compared to $ 79,044.02. For the 
year, Gladewater is running ahead 
of 2020’s totals by 15.25-percent.

Payments year-to-date are 
$ 413,532.44 for Gladewater.

Gladewater’s sales tax revenue continues to increase - 11th month in-a-row

The Texas Department of Transportation wants motorists to be aware of 
dangerous conditions in road construction zones after crashes in those zones 
killed 244 people last year.

The death toll is an increase of 33%  over 2020 and is the highest in 40 
years. The majority of those who died were drivers or their passengers, ac-
cording to TxDOT.

“It’s important for drivers to remember that driving conditions in work 
zones can be especially challenging because of extra congestion, slow-
moving heavy equipment, temporary barriers and vehicles that make sudden 
stops,” Marc Williams, TxDOT executive director, said. “That’s why it’s 

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce is seeking the public’s help 
in solving the recent theft of appli-
ances from the site of a rural home 
which was destroyed in the March 
21 tornado.

The items were taken the eve-
ning or night of April 4, or early 
morning of April 5, off a  atbed 
trailer where the homeowners had 
placed them in the 3300 block of 
Texas 154 east of Gilmer, said 
sheriff ’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel.

He said the goods, which had 
been salvaged from the home, 
included two refrigerators (one 
white, one stainless steel), a white 
freezer, stainless steel oven, a 
green Rheem air conditioning unit 
and a green Rheem water heater. 
“Unknown actors” committed the 
theft, he wrote in a April 6 news 
release.

The homeowners had loaded 
the items on the trailer as they are 
currently living in a hotel, Hazel 
added. On Monday, he said the 
trailer itself was not stolen, but that 
offi cers suspect the thieves used 
one or two trailers of their own 
since the amount of appliances 
would be a “pretty good haul for a 
pickup truck.”

With numerous rural homes and 
other structures having been de-
stroyed or damaged in the twister, 
Hazel wrote that Sheriff Larry 
Webb’s office “has been extra 
patrolling the damaged locations 
since the storms, and intends to 
take full enforcement actions 
against anyone stealing from these 
victims.”

Anyone with knowledge about 
the theft “or another storm-related 
theft” is asked to call the sheriff’s 
offi ce in Gilmer at 903-843-2541 
or Crimestoppers at 903-843-3131, 
the chief deputy added.

Theives target 
tornado victims
in Upshur Co. East

Texas 
GUSHER 

DAYS
April 15-16, 2022
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April 15-16, 2022

crucial for everyone to give driving their full attention and drive a safe speed 
in areas where construction and maintenance are underway.”

Among the tips offered by the agency to cut accidents:
•  Slow down and follow the posted speed limit.
•  Pay attention, put down the phone and keep your mind on the road.
 Watch out for road crews and follow  aggers’ instructions.

•  Don’t tailgate.  Allow enough room to stop safely.
•  Plan for extra time to reach your destination, since road construction 

can slow traffi c.
Traffi c fi nes double in work zones when workers are present. 

r fi c e t s s ike in ig w y work ones

East Texas veteran firefighter 
Josh Bardwell was recently 
elected and sworn in as the 
West Mountain Volunteer Fire 
Department’s new fire chief. 
He was sworn in by WMVFD 
secretary/treasurer Bracy 
Sweat. Bardwell has worked 
for the US Forest Service, 
Texas Forest Service, US Fish 
& Wildlife and is a wildland 
firefighter. He currently works 
for Smith County ESD 2. 

Photo by Jennifer Bardwell

Its East Texas Gusher Days Time and fun is 
the main objective this Friday and Saturday in 
downtown Gladewater.

There will be dozens of crafts vendors, as well  
as food vendors on hand to please the shopper in 
you and satisfy your hunger. And there will be fun 
to be had for kids of all ages at the 2022 Gusher 
Days’ Kids activities area which will include Gelly 
Ball, petting zoo (Friday only), Blow Up Inc. 
slide & bouncy houses, face painting, airbrush 
tattoos, caricature artist, and McDonalds will be 
out as well. 

Plus, don’t forget about the helicopter Easter 
egg drop at 2 p.m. on Friday for kids ages 1 - 10.

 So make plans to join the family fun, downtown 
Gladewater on Friday, April 15th and Saturday, 
April 16th.

Look inside for this year’s East Texas Gusher Days Special Section

By Phillip Williams
A state judge sentenced a Gilmer 

man to 60 years in prison Monday 
after the defendant admitted dis-
rupting power at an Upshur Rural 
Electric Cooperative substation by 
stealing copper wire, said Upshur 
County District Attorney Billy 
Byrd. 

Christopher Dean Robertson, 35, 
was sentenced by 115th District 
Judge Dean Fowler, Byrd said in 
a press release. Gilmer attorney 
Matthew Patton represented the 
defendant.

At the time of the incident last 
Sept. 1, the Upshur County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce and Upshur ural said 
the attempted theft of equipment 
set off a  ash fi re, knocking out 
power to 2,000 homes for a time 
and causing about $ 100,000 dam-
age to the substation at the intersec-
tion of Bluebird and Venters Roads 
south of Gilmer.

Just before a jury was to be se-
lected in the case, Robertson pled 
guilty on a plea bargain to burglary 
of a habitation and criminal mis-
chief, receiving 50 years for that 
and an additional 10 years “en-
hanced” punishment for his prior 
criminal history, Byrd said.

When the incident occurred, 
sheriff ’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel said sheriff’s deputies were 
called to the scene at 7 a.m., and 
Upshur Rural spokeswoman Devin 
Skaggs said power was restored 
to most of the affected homes by 
mid-morning.

She also said whoever cut ground 
wire in an attempt to steal it was 
fortunate not to have been killed.

Hazel said someone was appar-
ently trying to steal copper wiring, 
which he noted had recently in-
creased in price, but apparently left 
hurriedly without taking anything.

Byrd meantime gave these de-
tails of the case in a news release:

Last Sept. 1, sheriff’s deputies 
responded to fi nd copper ground 
wire cut, and two regulators burned 
with smoke still coming from 
them.” Cigarettes and other items 
left behind helped offi cers develop 
Robertson as a suspect.

“Additionally, alert neighbors 
were able to provide a description 
of a suspicious vehicle at or near 
this power station. Ultimately, it 
was determined this defendant 
was responsible and a warrant was 
issued for his arrest.”

After being taken into custody, 
Robertson “confessed to the crime 
and the fi re that knocked the substa-
tion out of service.

I want to commend our offi cers 
and especially Investigator Shane 
Guthrie, who put in many hours to 
fi nd, arrrest and see this defendant 
brought to justice. I further hope 
this sentence sends a message to 
anyone else thinking about com-
mitting a crime like this,” Byrd 
added.

Disrupting 
ower nets

prison time
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City council 
hosting two

public hearings

Dr. John Hood, ’85 Gladewater 
High School alumni, and his wife 
Sally, have graciously agreed to en-
dow scholarships for all members 
of the Class of 2022. 

Over the last four years The 
H o o d  F a m -
i l y  Founda -
tion Scholar-
ship Fund has 
awarded hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of dol-
lars to deserv-
ing Gladewater 

students. The scholarship is $ 500 
and is earned simply by attending 
college.

The application link can be 
found on the GHS home page. 
Deadline for completed applica-
tions is April 29.

“I strongly believe that talent is 
everywhere but opportunity isn’t,” 
Dr. Hood said in a previous inter-
view with the Gladewater Mirror. 
“There are special people graduat-
ing from GHS, Sally and I wanted 
to help make sure they get the op-
portunity to get out into the world 
and see what they can become.”

Dr. Hood is recognized as a hero 
on a lot of levels. And not just to 
the GHS grads, but also to patients 
who have been impacted by the de-
velopment of pharmaceutical drugs 
that address their diseases. Dr. 
Hood’s journey from Gladewater 
where he grew up working in con-
struction, at the local water system 
and hauling hay instilled a strong 
work ethic which he attributes as a 
defining role in his success. He also 
credits his teachers who became 
mentors as well.

“In middle school Mr. Keller 
saw something in me that others 
didn’t,” Dr. Hood said. “I really 
appreciated him then and I still do 
now. At that time in my life, most 
of the teachers were supportive and 
did a great job as mentors.”

What makes Dr. John Hood 
heroic in the eyes of many in the 
medical profession and cancer pa-
tients whose lives have been saved 
by his innovative work, was his 
fight to get a particular drug license 
for Fedratinib approved that was 
successful in treating patients with 
blood cancers in medical trials. 
Hood was one of the key develop-
ers of the innovative drug.

Dr. Hood quit his job to form a 
new company investing $ 250,000 
of his own money to seed it. In an 
article by the San Diego Union-
Tribune published on Oct. 28, 
2019 Dr. Hood’s comment in a 
professional newsletter is quoted 
which sums up the innovator’s 
motivation. “There’s nothing more 
rewarding than knowing that the 
endpoint of your work is going to 
save lives.” 

And Hood’s work has definitely 
done that.

According to biotech reporters 
Bradley J. Fikes and John Wilkens 
only about five to 10 percent of 

drugs entering clinical testing make 
it to the finish line.

“He’s become a rock star in 
biotech circles, asked to share 
the boom-to-bust-to boom story 
of Fedratinib. In his speeches, 
his presentations, his interviews, 
he tries to dissuade anyone from 
calling him a hero” the San Diego 
reporters wrote.

Whether by cancer patients 
whose lives have been saved by 
a drug John Hood helped develop 
and fought to get on the market, 
or Gladewater families affected 
by his foundation’s generosity in 
awarding scholarships, Dr. John 
Hood has become just that, a hero.

Dr. Hood is 
again offering
scholarships
to GHS grads

By Phillip Williams
Despite some controversy over which of four companies submitted the 

highest bid, Upshur County Commissioners Court last Thursday unanimously 
approved keeping Calthan Cattle Co. of Seymour as the surface lessee on 
county-owned “school land” in West Texas.

The top three bids were close together, and representatives of those firms 
addressed the court in Gilmer, but after it voted, County Judge Todd Tefteller 
told the audience Rob Stewart of Calthan is “the devil that we know, and 
we’ve been real happy with him.”

On Monday, Precinct 1 Commissioner Gene Dolle said Calthan’s bid 
was actually the third highest on the more than 17,700 acres in Baylor and 
Throckmorton Counties, but the court considered other factors in making 
its decision.

Some revenue from the five-year lease is distributed yearly among the nine 
school districts lying partly or wholly in Upshur County. Each district’s share 
is conginent on how many students it has residing in the county.

Calthan has held the lease the last 10 years, and although the firm’s total 
monetary bid this time appeared lower than two other companies’, Stewart 
cited other factors in arguing for renewal.

Calthan successfully proposed annually paying a total of $ 22.29 per acre-
-$ 18.29 plus $ 4 for land management. Young Land and Cattle Company of 

Seymour had bid a annual total of $ 23.22 per acre--$ 20.12 plus $ 3.10 for 
land management.  (Young also bid, for only one tract, $ 21.62 per acre plus 
3.10 for land management. In last week’s Mirror, the figures for one tract 

as opposed to two were inadvertently reversed).
Cooper Ranches LLC of Fort Worth bid a total of $ 23.10 per acre--$ 21.10, 

and $ 2 for land management.The other bidder, Goldsmith Cattle Company 
of Baird, bid a total of $ 20.50 per acre, $ 3.25 of which was for land manage-
ment, but also offered “carbon credits” which it could potentially sublease.

Commissoners had tabled awarding the lease March 31, when one court 
member, Precinct 2 Commissioner Dustin Nicholson, was absent as he was 
cleaning up debris from the March 21 rural tornado.

Wesley Cooper, representing Cooper Ranches LLC, has family in Throck-
morton County and told commissioners Thursday his firm ranches across 
the road from part of the Upshur-owned property. (Cooper was the only 
bidder without a representative at the March 31 meeting, having sent a letter 
instead). At last week’s meeting, Tefteller initially said Cooper’s total bid 
was the highest, but acknowledged “I stand corrected” when Bob Young of 
the oung firm argued his bid was instead.

Stewart then told commissioners that the top three bids “are all very close,” 
but that he had spent $ 500,000 in the last decade on improving the acreage, 

Commissioners approve school land lease

Continued on Page 2

The Gladewater City Council 
will con duct two public hearings at 
Thursday’s 6 p.m. monthly meeting 
at City Hall.

The first public hearing concerns 
a request to rezone 19.85 acres of 
land located at 1395 Phillips Springs 
Road from Single Family 1 to Single 
Family 2. The request was tabled at 
last month’s meeting – not because 
the council was opposed to the re-
quest, but because the square footage 
of the house to be built there didn’t 
fit the required amount as others in 
the area. The request as altered and is 
being resubmitted for consideration.

The second public hearing will 
involve a specific use permit request 
for the sale of beer and wine for 
on-premise consumption at 124 S. 
Main Street.

In other business the council will 
review the city’s investment report 
for quarter ending March 31, 2022, 
consider the ratification of Invest-
ment Policy, and  conduct an annual 
review of personnel policy handbook 
for city employees.

The council is also expected to 
go into executive session to hear the 
city attorney’s report on Gladewa-
ter Retail Partners, Ltd. V. City of 
Gladewater, et al., Cause Number 
2022-419-B, 124th District Court, 
Gregg County. This concerns a wa-
terline issue. The council will take 
whatever action required in open 
session.

The council also is scheduled 
to discuss “how best to honor the 
legacy of work of Suzanne Bardwell 
through the newly remodeled Lee 
Public Library.” Bardwell is credited 
with helping save the Lee Library 
after it sustained major damage from 
the 2021 Winter Storm. She not only 
mounted a campaign to resurrect the 
library, but also secured $ 80,000 in 
grants to pay for part of the renova-
tions.

The council will also discuss a 
resolution “R-22-05” to suspend the 
effective date proposed by Center-
Point Energy Resources, Corp., to 
increase rates under the Gas Reli-
ability Infrastructure Program, for 
45 days, and authorize the City’s 
continued participation in a coalition 
of cities known as the” Alliance of 
CenterPoint Municipalities”

The council will also conduct its 
review with city department heads 
regarding the 2nd quarter of the 
budget. The council will hear from 
representatives from City Hall/Fi-
nance, Code Enforcement, GEDCO, 
Fire Department, Library, Municipal 
Court, Police Department, and Pub-
lic Works/Streets/Water /Wastewater.

In addition, the council is expected 
to hold board appointments/reap-
pointments for the followed boards:  
Airport, Beautification, Board of 
Adjustments, GEDCO, Lake, Plan-
ning & Z oning.

Gusher Days another big success
And....that’s a wrap for another success-

ful East Texas Gusher Days celebration in 
Downtown Gladewater.

The annual event brought thousands of visi-
tors to town to shop, eat, play, cook chili, and 
just have a great Easter weekend.

And who could forget the sight if 10,000 
plastic Easter Eggs falling from a helicopter 
flying above the Broadway School play-
ground.

The band Noonday Band completed the 
entire event on Saturday night, while the Dar-
ren Morris Band kicked it off on Friday with 
a performance that filled the red brick streets 
with dancers and music lovers.

From the Arts and Crafts to the food, Gush-
er Days had something for everyone this year. 

This year’s car show, which featured over 
50 entries, winners included:
 * PEOPLE’S CHOICE: 1965 Ford Mustang 
Sarah McKinney - Mineola, Texas
* JUDGES CHOICE: 1951 Chevy Police Car
Gladewater P.D.  
* BEST OF SHOW: 1956 Chevy Nomad 
Steve Cox - Lindale, TX 
* BEST OF SHOW MOTORCYCLE: Harley Low 
Rider 
Jack Endsley - Longview, Texas 
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Texas communities sound off on broadband access
Among the many things the pandemic has revealed, one 

is Texans’ reliance on quality broadband services that con-
nect teachers to students, nurses to rural patients, farmers 
to markets and consumers to products. Access to reliable 
internet and broadband services contributes to a thriving 
workforce.

And yet lack of access to quality broadband threatens 
communities and their economic and educational prosperity. 
According to an Ernst & Young analysis of the U.S. Census 
Bureau’s American Community Survey five-year estimates 
for 2019, almost one in five U.S. households does not have 
internet of any kind, and 36 percent do not have wireline.

This lagging access disproportionately impacts poorer 
communities and communities of color. Rural Texans are 
especially hard hit. According to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture in 2019, 25 percent of the nearly 247,000 farms 
in Texas had no internet access.

“The pandemic exposed a lot of cracks in the walls,” 
Comptroller Glenn Hegar said recently. “I’m not overstating 

when I say not having access to quality broadband is like not 
having access to electricity. Parents, teachers, consumers and 
farmers all depend on these services to live and do business. 
I strongly believe that Texans deserve access and support.”

Hegar kicked off his 2022 Texas Broadband Listening Tour 
with a visit to Prairie View A&M University. The full tour is 
taking place over two months, making stops in a dozen Texas 
communities. This “boots-on-the-ground” approach aims to 
collect raw, unfiltered feedback from Texans about their com-
munities’ state of broadband services.

“Just because a community has DSL doesn’t mean it’s 
functional — it might be delivering 2 megabits per second 
(Mbps),” one Harris County resident reported at an event. 
(DSL refers to digital subscriber lines that use modems to 
move data over landlines.)

The Texas Broadband Development Office (BDO), admin-
istered by the Comptroller’s office, will compile feedback 
collected from the tour and use it in the state’s first broadband 
plan, which BDO will publish later this year. The plan will 

outline barriers to broadband use, among other challenges.
The Texas Legislature also tasked the BDO with over-

seeing and awarding grants, loans and other financial 
incentives to internet service providers who expand access 
to broadband service in unserved and underserved areas.

The town hall-style tour is multimodal, and feedback 
is being collected from in-person breakout sessions and 
conversations. Texans who are not able to attend meetings 
may still provide feedback and are encouraged to do so via 
English and Spanish online surveys. PDF copies also are 
available to print and distribute to libraries, community 
groups and other organizations and individuals without 
online services. Feedback will be collected through May 5.

“My goal is really to meet Texans where they are and 
deeply listen to their experiences with broadband in Texas,” 
Hegar said. “This is by far the best way for my staff to 
understand and help resolve this issue. I’m especially thank-
ful for those who have taken the time to give us feedback, 
whether they participated in person or online.” 

By Phillip Williams
115th District Judge Dean Fowler sentenced 24 defendants who pleaded 

guilty to felony or misdemeanor charges between April 5 and 11, said 
Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd’s office.

Details of the felony sentencings in Gilmer were as follows, Byrd’s 
office reported last week:  

Justin Wayne Craig, 28, of Gladewater, drew 10 years in prison April 
5 for burglary of a building. The Upshur County Sheriff’s Office probed 
the May 2, 2021 offense.

Assistant District Attorney Barry Clark Wallace represented the state 
at sentencing.. Marshall attorney Brendan Roth represented Craig.

Corey Demonn Rockwell, 48, of Lone Star, received six years in prison 
April 5 for driving while intoxicated--subsequent offense.

Ore City police investigated the Aug. 7, 2021 offense. Byrd represented 
the state at sentencing; Marshall attorney Val Jones represented Rockwell.

Bart Lindsey Vaughn, 54, of Gilmer, received 365 days in county jail 
April 5 for deadly conduct.

The sheriff’s office investigated the July 4, 2018 crime. Byrd repre-
sented the state at sentencing; Roth represented the defendant.

Judson E. Jordan Jr., 73, of  Winona, was placed on three years 
“deferred adjudication” probation April 5 for possession of controlled 
substance--less than one gram of methamphetamine.

Deferred adjudication means no final conviction appears on a defen-
dant’s record if he/she successfully completes probation. If such proba-
tion is revoked, however, the defendant can receive up to the maximum 
sentence for the offense.

Big Sandy police investigated the Feb. 3, 2020 offense. Wallace and 
Roth handled the sentencing.

Juan Gonzallez, 20, of Whitehouse, was placed on five years deferred 
adjudication April 5 for burglary of a building.

Gilmer police investigated the Oct. 4, 2018 offense. Byrd represented 
the state at sentencing, while Marshall attorney Craig Fletcher represented 
Gonzallez. 

Randy Ray Price, 34, of Longview, received 12 months in state jail 
April 5 for unauthorized use of a vehicle.

The sheriff’s office probed the Aug. 8, 2020 crime. Wallace and Jones 
handled the case.

Robert Daniel Smith, 23 and a transient, was placed on three years 
deferred adjudication April 5 for evading arrest/detention with vehicle.

The sheriff’s office investigated the June 13, 2021 crime. Wallace and 
Roth handled the case. 

Jacob Alexander Rodriguez, 18, of League City, drew one year in 
county jail April 5 for assault against police officer or judge. The sheriff’s 
office probed the Oct. 19, 2021 offense.

Wallace and Roth handled the sentencing.
Shawn M. Macie, 43, of Ore City, was placed on three years deferred 

adjudication April 5 for tampering with oil and gas wells and associated 
equipment.

The sheriff’s office investigated the Oct. 21, 2021 crime. Byrd and 
Roth handled the sentencing.  

Tyler Dakota Johnson, 27, of Hughes Springs, received four years in 
prison April 5 for  engaging in organized criminal activity.

The sheriff’s office probed the Dec. 22, 2021 offense. Wallace and 
Fletcher handled the sentencing. 

Misty Ann Reid, 45, of Saltillo, was placed on two years deferred 
adjudication April 11 for possession of controlled substance--less than 
one gram of methamphetamine.

Gilmer police probed the Nov. 10, 2018 offense. Byrd represented 
the state in the case; Gilmer attorney Matthew Patton represented the 
defendant.

Eden Simoane Jones, 28, of Kilgore, received 12 months in state jail 
April 11 for possession of controlled substance--less than one gram of 
methamphetamine.

Gilmer police investigated the Jan. 27, 2019 crime. Wallace and Pat-
ton handled the case.

Kenneth Lloyd Barnes, 48, of Mineola, was placed on four years proba-
tion of a 10-year prison sentence April 11 for driving while intoxicated-
-subsequent offense.

The Texas Department of Public Safety probed the May 12, 2019 of-
fense. Byrd represented the state, and Gilmer attorney Brandon Winn 
represented Barnes.

Johnathan Michael Brooks, 26, of Longview, drew six years in prison 
April 11 for assault/family violence with previous conviction--enhanced. 
(“Enhanced” means the previous conviction allows a harsher punish-
ment.)

The sheriff’s office investigated the July 16, 2020 crime. Assistant 
District Attorney Michael Northcutt Jr. represented the state at sentenc-
ing; Longview attorney Carl Dorrough represented Brooks.    

Kilgore resident Cody Joe Shico, who turned 39 Tuesday, received 20 
years in prison April 11 for possession of controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine) with intent to deliver, in amount of four grams or more 

Local man headed to prison

Sorrells, Garland seek council seat

I was born and raised in Glade-
water.  I graduated from Gladewa-
ter Highschool in 2006.  My family 
owned and operated all four Dairy 
Queens in Gladewater.  I moved to 
Houston, TX when I first started 
working for The Houston Fire De-
partment.   My wife Shayna and I 
prayed hard about moving back to 
Gladewater. Our hearts called us 
back to raise our family in the city 
we both grew up in.  My family and 
I love this town and want to see it 
grow and prosper.  I have been a 
part of city government as a fire-
fighter since 2006.  I have helped 
previous Fire Chiefs at Gladewater 
effectively work on and balance 
their budgets.  By doing so I have a 
basic understanding of city budgets 
and needs.

What do you think needs to be 
done to fix this problem and how 
will it be funded? 

Determining the areas of town 
that are experiencing the most leaks 

1. Please tell our readers 
why they should vote for 
you? What are your qualifi-
cations to be a city council 
person?

2.   It is no secret the city has 
aging city infrastructure – the 
city is currently working to fix 
the city’s water and sewer plants. 

I believe the Gladewater constit-
uency should vote for me because I 
have a plan on how to move Glade-
water into the future. Gladewater’s 
best days are still ahead of us and 
my plan works alongside our city 
council and GEDCO to promote 
more businesses to come to Glade-
water. This is the way forward. 

My qualifications are plain and 
simple. I am a tax-paying property 
owner that lives inside the city 
limits of Gladewater. I have had 
30 years of leadership experience, 
beginning in the Army as a Combat 
Medic, to pastoring churches over 
the last 20 years. I am a capable 
leader that can work alongside 
anyone. If the military taught me 
anything, it was that all kinds of 
people, from all kinds of back-
grounds, can come together with 
one mission and purpose.  

I don’t believe there is one 
solution. I believe that there are 
multiple solutions that need to 
come together with one common 
purpose – to move Gladewater 

TEDDY SORRELLSJACOB GARLAND

In the only contested Gladewater City Council race, Jacob Jed Garland and Teddy W. Sorrells, Jr. are both 
seeking the Place 4 seat in the May 7 election. As in years past, the Gladewater Mirror asked the candidates 
to tell our readers why they should be elected to serve the people of Gladewater. Below are their answers.

Library renamed to honor Bardwell
By Susan Duncan

The Gladewater City Council voted unani-
mously to change the name 
of the city library to the Lee-
Bardwell Library at their regu-
lar April 21 meeting. The 
council posthumously added 
Suzanne Bardwell’s name to 
that of the founding Lee family 
to honor Bardwell’s steadfast 
support of the library after the 
council contemplated closing 

it due to serious damage sustained during last 
year’s winter storm.

“She was really concerned that the library could 
be shut down,” Mayor J.D. Shipp said. “She was 
going to do everything in her power to make sure 
that library stayed open. We will have a new li-
brary of the future with a multipurpose platform.”

Bardwell, co-owner of Bardwell Ink with her 
husband Jim, died in a Longview automobile ac-
cident in January, but her legacy as an educator 
and community activist will not be forgotten.

Continued on Page 6BARDWELL

With hand-made Christmas ornaments ready for the 
Lee-Bardwell Public Library tree and kids enjoying 
cookies and hot chocolate, Santa’s surprise appearance 
made last Tuesday a very special day. The library invited  
kids to make homemade ornaments for the tree and then 
decorate the Christmas tree.          Photos by Jim Bardwell
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Manna House closed for holiday
The local Manna House,which provides assistance to those 

in need will be closed until Jan. 2.
While Manna House may be closed, the need for food con-

tinues. So please continue your weekly donations of bread, 
canned fruit, jelly, peanut butter and mac-n-cheese. When you 
are grocery shopping, consider picking  up a few extra items for 
Manna House, so they can keep helping others. Drop off the non-
perishable items at 519 E Broadway Ave. or at the G ladew at er 
M i rror at 211 N. Main. Got questions, call (903) 845-3128.

GW Garden Club
The Gladewater Garden Club, established 1949, meets the 

fourth Monday of each month at the Gardens of Gladewater 
Clubhouse, 108 N. Lee Street, at 1 p.m.. They have monthly 
programs by gardening experts and refreshments. If you are 
interested in joinign contact a garden club member.
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Make your 
voice heard

VOTE!

nion rove’s lison ohn’s two run walk off double sent the ady ions onto round two with a  win over artin’s ill. 
The ady ustangs entered the top of the seventh with a slim  lead, adding three more runs before nion rove 
managed to get three outs and a final attempt to rally. atelyn aughn got things going with a one out single. aughn would 
advance to second when the ne t batter, racie inn, grounded out. ith two outs, the rally began to roll when olea 

obertson’s line drive single to right field brought aughn home. ydney hamberlain followed with a double to bring 
obertson in for the fourth run for the rove. aney edbetter pops a line drive single to left field and moves to second on 

the throw. hamberlain scores on the same throw to bring the ady ions within one run of artin’s ill. ourtesy runner 
hloe taley goes in for edbetter before ose uare  is intentionally walked. ith runners on first and second and down 

in the count  ohn made contact, completing the rally and giving nion rove a i istrict hampionship. The rove 
will continue their play off run riday, ay th when they s uare off with inden ildare at T  oftball omple . irst 
pitch is at .               hoto by hris ones

The ladewater ady ears won three of their four final season games to earn a fourth placing in district  . The fourth 
seeding put them in a face off with district   hampions est usk. The ady aiders  entered the first game of 
the best of three play off series having ust suffered their first loss of the season. nfortunately for ladewater, that streak 
would not continue. ropping game one , the ady ears e ited the  play offs on a  loss in game two. ladewater 
pitcher very larborg managed  strikeouts over the two games while the offense garnered four hits over the same 
stretch. The unfortunate first round playoff pairing with the ady aiders overshadows the ady ear’s accomplishments 
this season in which they swept abine, ew iana, and aingerfield in order to make the playoffs.   hoto by hris ones

By Jim Bardwell
T h i s  S a t u r d a y ,  M a y  7  f r o m  7  a . m .  

t o  7  p . m . ,  v o t e r s  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  t o  
d e c i d e  o n  t w o  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d -
o p t e d  b y  t h e  T e x a s  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  t h e  
S e c o n d  a n d  T h i r d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n s ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  d e c i d e  o n  o n e  c o n t e s t e d  
G l a d e w a t e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  r a c e .

E a r l y  v o t i n g  e n d e d  o n  M a y  3  f o r  
b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  
y e a r  - d u e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  a m e n d m e n t s  
- G l a d e w a t e r  v o t e r s  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o   
d r i v e  t o  L o n g v i e w  o r  G i l m e r  t o  c a s t  
t h e i r  b a l l o t  a n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  c i t y  
e l e c t i o n  w h e r e  T e d d y  S o r r e l l s  a n d  
J a c o b  G a r l a n d  a r e  c o m p e t i n g  f o r  
t h e  u n e x p i r e d  P l a c e  4  s e a t  o f  D e n n i s  
R o b e r t s o n ,  w h o  m o v e d  o u t  o f  t o w n  
a n d  h a d  t o  r e s i g n .

A l l  o t h e r  c i t y  r a c e s  w e r e  u n -
c o n t e s t e d ,  s o  S c o t t  O w e n s  w i l l  b e  
G l a d e w a t e r ’ s  n e x t  m a y o r ,  s u c c e e d -
i n g   M a y o r  J D  S h i p p  w h o  s e r v e d  
t w o  t e r m s  i n  t h e  t o p  j o b .  C o u n c i l -
w o m a n  B r a n d y  F l a n a g a n  w a s  n o t  
c h a l l e n g e d  f o r  a  t h i r d  t e r m  i n  P l a c e  3  
a n d  n e w c o m e r  M i c h a e l  W e b b e r  w a s  
n o t  c h a l l e n g e d  i n  h i s  b i d  f o r  O w e n s ’  
P l a c e  2  c o u n c i l  s e a t .

T h i s  S a t u r d a y ,  G l a d e w a t e r  v o t -
e r s  m a y  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t  a t  t h e  F i r s t  
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h .  B u t  t h a t  
w a s  n o t  t h e  c a s e  i n  e a r l y  v o t i n g .

A s  o f  T u e s d a y  a t  n o o n ,  j u s t  h o u r s  
b e f o r e  e a r l y  v o t i n g  e n d e d  t h e r e  h a d  
o n l y  b e e n  1 5  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  t h e  c i t y  
c o u n c i l  e l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  G i l m e r  p o l l s .

T h e  l o w  e a r l y  v o t i n g  t u r n o u t  c o u l d  
b e  a  r e s u l t  o f  n o  l o c a l  p o l l i n g  l o c a -
t i o n s  t h i s  y e a r .

G l a d e w a t e r  C i t y  C l e r k  J u d y  V a n -
H o u t e n  e x p l a i n e d  l a s t  m o n t h  t h a t  
s i n c e  t h e  C i t y  o f  G l a d e w a t e r  t a g g e d  
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  c o u n t i e s  ( U p s h u r  a n d  
G r e g g )  o n  t h e  M a y  7  e l e c t i o n  a n d  
w a s  u s i n g  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  e a r l y  v o t i n g  
s e t  u p ,  n o  l o c a l  p o l l i n g  l o c a t i o n  w e r e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  G l a d e w a t e r .

S h e  s a i d  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  a g r e e d  t o  
t h i s  a t  i t s  J a n u a r y  m e e t i n g .

W h i l e  t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a n  e c o -
n o m i c a l  m o v e  a n d  w o u l d  s a v e  
t a x p a y e r  d o l l a r s ,  i t  s e e m e d  t o  c r e a t e  
a  h a r d s h i p  o n  o l d e r  a n d  h a n d i c a p p e d  
v o t e r s  a n d  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  d i s -
e n f r a n c h i s i n g  v o t e r s .

B u t  i n  p r i o r  c i t y  e l e c t i o n s  e a r l y  
v o t i n g  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a l m o s t  h a l f  o f  
a l l  v o t e s  c a s t .  F o r  e x a m p l e  - i n  2 0 1 9  
C o u n c i l m a n  K e v i n  C l a r k  g o t  1 5 4  
e a r l y  v o t e s  a n d  1 4 6  v o t e s  o n  E l e c t i o n  
D a y .  I n  t h e  2 0 2 0  c i t y  e l e c t i o n ,  o f  t h e  
5 , 1 1 5  t o t a l  v o t e s  c o u n t e d ,  3 , 7 5 6  w e r e  
e a r l y  v o t e s  c o m p a r e d  t o   8 9 2  t h e  d a y  
o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n .

S o  w h y  d i d n ’ t  t h e  c i t y  p r o v i d e  a n  
e a r l y  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n  i n  G l a d e w a t e r  
since Gregg County election offi cials 
w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  j u s t  t h a t .

V a n H o u t e n  s a i d  s h e  c h o s e  t o  n o t  
h a v e  G r e g g  C o u n t y  s e t  u p  a  G l a d e -
w a t e r  e a r l y  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  
“ i t  w o u l d n ’ t  b e  f a i r ”  t o  t h e  c i t y  v o t e r s  
l i v i n g  i n  U p s h u r  C o u n t y .

H a d  t h e r e  b e e n  n o  c o n t e s t e d  r a c e s ,  
t h e  c o u n c i l  c o u l d  h a v e  s i m p l y  c a n c e l  
t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  l e a v i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  v o t i n g  
i s s u e  m o o t .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  o n e  c h a l -
l e n g e d  r a c e  a n d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  n o  l o c a l  
e a r l y  v o t i n g  l o c a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  i n  t h e  l o w e r  t h a n  n o r m a l  e a r l y  
v o t e  c o u n t .

U p s h u r  C o u n t y  J u d g e  T o d d  T e f t -
e l l e r  s a i d  “ W e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  
t o  h a v e  e a r l y  v o t i n g  i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
l o c a t i o n .  ( I ’ m )  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  e q u i p -
m e n t  ( a n d )  m a n p o w e r ”  a n d  i t ’ s  p a r t l y  
“fi nancial.”  

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  “ w e  d o n ’ t  h a v e  
e a r l y  v o t i n g ”   i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  
c o u n t y ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  h a d  a l w a y s  b e e n  
h e l d  i n  o n e  l o c a t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  t h r e e  
y e a r s  a s  c o u n t y  j u d g e .  “ W e  d o n ’ t  d o  
t h a t  i n  O r e  C i t y  o r  B i g  S a n d y , ”  h e  
s a i d ,  a n d  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  G l a d e w a t e r  
v o t e r s  c a n  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  i n  t h e i r  
c i t y  o n  e l e c t i o n  d a y .

LOOK 
INSIDE
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Tanner Gothard
2022 Valedictorian

Gabriella Montelongo
2022 Salutatorian

T h e  G l a d e w a t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  g r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 2  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  d i p l o m a s  F r i d a y ,  
M a y  2 7 ,  a t  8  p . m .  i n  J a c k  V .  M u r p h y  S t a d i u m , .

T a n n e r  G o t h a r d ,  2 0 2 2  V a l e d i c t o r i a n  a t  G l a d e w a t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  w i l l  l e a d  h i s  f e l l o w  g r a d u a t e s  
t o  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  o f  l i f e ’ s  j o u r n e y .

 T h r o u g h o u t  T a n n e r ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  h e  h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  
S o c i e t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a n y  s p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g  b a s e b a l l ,  b a s k e t b a l l ,  a n d  c r o s s  c o u n t r y .  H e  a l s o  w a s  a  
m e m b e r  o f  F r i e n d s h i p  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h ,  a n d  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  w i t h  
a n y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  c o m e  a b o u t .  W h i l e  b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y ,  h e  c o m p l e t e d  
n u m e r o u s  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e  h o u r s ,  l i k e  h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  c a m p u s .  

F o r  h i s  p l a n s  a f t e r  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  T a n n e r  p l a n s  o n  a t t e n d i n g  L e t o u r n e a u  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  m a j o r -
i n g  i n  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r i n g .  H e  a l s o  p l a n s  o n  p l a y i n g  o n  t h e  b a s e b a l l  t e a m  w h i l e  h e  i s  a t t e n d i n g  
college there. After college, he plans to use his degree and fi nd a successful career to fulfi ll his 
g o a l s  a n d  t o  b e  c o n t e n t  w i t h  h i s  l i f e .

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  G l a d e w a t e r  S a l u t a t o r i a n  i s  G a b r i e l l a  M o n t e l o n g o .
G a b r i e l l a  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  t h r o u g h  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r s  

S o c i e t y ,  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l ,  t h e  S t u d e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  S o u r c e s  o f  S t r e n g t h ,  a n d  B e a r s  f o r  
C h r i s t .  A s  f o r  h e r  c o m m u n i t y ,  s h e  i s  a  m e m b e r  o f  F r i e n d s h i p  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i n  G l a d e w a t e r ,  a n d  
v o l u n t e e r s  i n  m y  c h u r c h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h e l p i n g  t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  o t h e r s  n e a r b y .  

After high school, she plans on attending ilgore College to fi nish her basics and obtain her 
A s s o c i a t e ’ s  D e g r e e  i n  G e n e r a l  S t u d i e s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h a t ,  s h e  w i l l  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T e x a s  a t  A r l i n g t o n ,  t o  m a j o r  i n  n u r s i n g  w h e r e  s h e  h o p e s  t o  o b t a i n  h e r  N u r s i n g  l i c e n s e ,  a s  w e l l  

as a Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing. She plans to be a Certifi ed Nurse Anesthetist 
a n d  t r a v e l  t o  t h i r d  w o r l d  c o u n t r i e s  t o  a i d  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  w h o  d o n ’ t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
h e a l t h c a r e  l i k e  i n  A m e r i c a .  

T h e  G l a d e w a t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  g r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 2  w i l l  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  d i p l o m a s  F r i d a y ,  

GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL

Sydney Chamberlain
2022 Valedictorian

Jolea Robertson
2022 Salutatorian

T h e  U n i o n  G r o v e  H i g h  S c h o o l  G r a d u a t i n g  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 2  w i l l  w a l k  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a g e  o n  M a y  
2 7 ,  2 0 2 2  a t  7  p . m .  a t  U n i o n  G r o v e  L i o n  C e n t e r .

V a l e d i c t o r i a n  S y d n e y  C h a m b e r l a i n ,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  o f  J a s o n  a n d  L e a n n  C h a m b e r l a i n ,  w i l l  l e a d  
h e r  c l a s s  a s  t h e y  t a k e  t h a t  n e x t  m a j o r  s t e p  i n  l i f e ’ s  j o u r n e y .

S y d n e y  h a s  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  h e r  c l a s s  f o r  a l l  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  h a s  p a r t i c i -
p a t e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  p r o g r a m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y ,  F e l l o w s h i p  o f  C h r i s t i a n  
A t h l e t e s ,  s t u d e n t  c o u n c i l ,  r o c k e t r y ,  b a n d ,  a n d  a t h l e t i c s .  

S y d n e y  h a s  o b t a i n e d  m a n y  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  s h e  c u r r e n t l y  s e r v e s  
a s  N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y  P r e s i d e n t ,  C l a s s  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t ,  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  T r e a s u r e r ,  a n d  
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  r o c k e t r y  p r o g r a m .  U p o n  g r a d u a t i o n ,  S y d n e y  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  T e x a s  a t  T y l e r  w i t h  h o p e s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  n u r s i n g  a n d  l a t e r  i n t e n d s  t o  
expand her career in the medical fi eld as a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner.

T h i s  y e a r ’ s  s a l u t a t o r i a n  i s  J o l e a  R o b e r t s o n ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  J o s h  a n d  S h a n n o n  R o b e r t s o n .
 S h e  h a s  b e e n  i n  t h e  t o p  t e n  p e r c e n t  o f  h e r  c l a s s  s i n c e  h e r  f r e s h m a n  y e a r  a n d  h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  

i n  m a n y  a c t i v i t i e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f o u r  y e a r s .  A s  a  s t u d e n t -a t h l e t e ,  s h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  v a r s i t y  
b a s k e t b a l l ,  s o f t b a l l ,  c h e e r l e a d i n g ,  a n d  b a n d .  J o l e a  i s  a c t i v e  i n  U n i o n  G r o v e ’ s  c h a p t e r  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  H o n o r  S o c i e t y  a s  t h e  c h a p t e r ’ s  s e c r e t a r y ,  a n d  t h e  S y s t e m s  G O  p r o g r a m  w h e r e  s h e  
i s  a  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  2 0 2 1 -2 0 2 2  p r o g r a m .  U p o n  g r a d u a t i o n ,  J o l e a  p l a n s  t o  a t t e n d  T e x a s  A & M  
U n i v e r s i t y  t o  p u r s u e  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  d e g r e e .

UNION GROVE HIGH SCHOOL

The Gladewater Former Students Association will host a 
Memorial Day ceremony at the War Memorial in 
downtowm Gladewater Monday, May 30, from 11 a.m. to 
noon. The guest speaker will be US Army Maj. Robert 
Green (ret.).  Everyone is invited to attend and honor 
those who have given their all to keep this country safe.

The banners went up over the highways Friday! You know what that means? In just a couple 
short weeks, the 85th annual Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo will kick off on Wednesday night 
( June 8) with Xtreme Bulls all night long followed by 3 full nights of rodeo action with all 
our normal events including the new crowd favorite, Ladies Breakaway roping! Make plans 
now to be there! Get your tickets online now at WWW.Gladewaterrodeo.com

Council takes 
on new look 

ladewater’s newly elected ayor cott wens takes the 
oath of office at Thursday’s council meeting by arion 
County Judge Leward J. LaFleur.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Gladewater City Judge Tim Bryan administers the oath of 
office to re-elected councilmember Brandy Flanagan and 
newly-elected council members Teddy Sorrells and Michael 
Webber.              Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Jim Bardwell
A f t e r  s a y i n g  f a r e w e l l  t o  o u t -

g o i n g  G l a d e w a t e r  M a y o r  J D  S h i p p  
a t  T h u r s d a y ’ s  m o n t h l y  c o u n c i l  
m e e t i n g  a n d  s w e a r i n g  i n   n e w l y -
e l e c t e d  M a y o r  S c o t t  O w e n s ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  c o u n c i l  m e m b e r s  B r a n d y  
F l a n a g a n ,  M i c h a e l  W e b b e r  a n d  
T e d d y  S o r r e l l s ,  t h e  n e w  c o u n c i l  
g o t  t o  w o r k  c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s .

E l i j a h  “ S o n n y ”  w a s  r e -e l e c t e d  
m a y o r -p r o  t e m  b y  h i s  f e l l o w  c o u n -
c i l  m e m b e r s .  

T h e  c o u n c i l  t h e n  a c c e p t e d  t h e  
city’s audit for fi scal year 2021, 
w h i c h  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  “ c l e a n ”  
a u d i t  w i t h  n o  p r o b l e m s  a n d  s o u n d  
fi nancial reserves.

Continued on Page 3
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Gladewater High School seniors recently had a competition 
with Gilmer seniors to see who could complete the most 
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) forms. 
Gladewater won the contest with 96% of its seniors 
completing the FAFSA (which qualifies students for PELL 
grants and other college scholarships). As a reward for 
winning the competition, every senior received the book 
“Make Your Bed (Little things that can change your life...and 
maybe the world)” by Admiral William H. McRaven.  The 
senior class was also presented with a large trophy to honor 
their accomplishments. This FAFSA competition started in 
October and with the efforts of GHS staff and rootED 
Alliance Advisor, Robin Romano.

10 tips to 
save as the 
temps rise
W i t h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  e x p e c t e d  t o  

h i t  1 0 0  d e g r e e s  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  
t h e  A r k -L a -T e x  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  d a y s ,  
S o u t h w e s t e r n  E l e c t r i c  P o w e r  C o . ,  
a n  A m e r i c a n  E l e c t r i c  P o w e r  ( N a s -
d a q :  A E P )  c o m p a n y ,  o f f e r s  1 0  t i p s  
t o  h e l p  c u s t o m e r s  m a n a g e  b o t h  t h e  
h e a t  a n d  t h e i r  e l e c t r i c  b i l l .
l T u r n  o f f  l i g h t s  a n d  e l e c t r o n i c s  

w h e n  n o t  i n  u s e .
l R e p l a c e  i n c a n d e s c e n t  l i g h t  

b u l b s  w i t h  E N E R G Y  S T A R -c e r -
tified LEDs.
l P u l l  t h e  p l u g  o n  d e v i c e s ,  l i k e  

p h o n e  c h a r g e r s ,  w h e n  n o t  i n  u s e .  
T h e s e  s t i l l  c o n s u m e  e n e r g y  e v e n  
w h e n  t u r n e d  o f f .
l U s e  s m a r t  p o w e r  s t r i p s  f o r  

e l e c t r o n i c s  l i k e s  c o m p u t e r s  a n d  
t e l e v i s i o n s .  T h e s e  c a n  s e n s e  w h e n  
a  d e v i c e  i s  t u r n e d  o f f  o r  n o t  b e i n g  
u s e d  a n d  w i l l  s h u t  o f f  t h e  p o w e r  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y .
l C l o s e  b l i n d s  a n d  d r a p e s  d u r i n g  

t h e  d a y  t o  k e e p  t h e  h e a t  o u t .
l S a v e  u p  t o  1 0 %  o n  c o o l i n g  

c o s t s  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  y o u r  t h e r m o -
s t a t ’ s  t e m p e r a t u r e  s e t t i n g  b y  s e v e n  
t o  1 0  d e g r e e s  F a h r e n h e i t  h i g h e r  f o r  
a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  h o u r s  a  d a y .
l Replace air conditioner fil-

t e r s .  C l e a n  f i l t e r s  c a n  l o w e r  a i r  
c o n d i t i o n e r  e n e r g y  c o n s u m p t i o n  
u p  t o  1 5 % .
l U s e  c e i l i n g  f a n s  t o  c o o l  y o u  

w h i l e  i n  a  r o o m .  T u r n  t h e  f a n  o f f  
w h e n  l e a v i n g .
l C a u l k ,  w e a t h e r -s t r i p  a n d  i n s u -

l a t e  w i n d o w s  a n d  d o o r s  w h e r e v e r  
a i r  l e a k s  a r e  f o u n d .
l U s e  l a r g e  a p p l i a n c e s ,  s u c h  a s  

a  d i s h w a s h e r ,  c l o t h e s  w a s h e r  a n d  
d r y e r ,  a s  l a t e  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  a s  p o s -
s i b l e .  T h e s e  a p p l i a n c e s  a d d  h e a t  t o  
a  h o m e  a n d  m a k e  a n  H V A C  s y s t e m  
w o r k  h a r d e r .

Beat the Heat, 
Check the Backseat!

O n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  w e a t h e r  r e l a t -
e d  r i s k s  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r  m o n t h s  
i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  c h i l d  d y i n g  i n  
a  v e h i c l e  f r o m  h e a t  s t r o k e .  

T h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  i n s i d e  a  v e h i c l e  
c a n  r i s e  2 0  d e g r e e s  i n  a s  l i t t l e  a s  
1 0  m i n u t e s ,  a n d  5 0  d e g r e e s  i n  a n  
h o u r .  I n  S o u t h  T e x a s ,  a v e r a g e  a c t u a l  
h i g h  t e m p e r a t u r e s  f r o m  l a t e  A p r i l  
t h r o u g h  e a r l y  O c t o b e r  r e a c h  w e l l  
i n t o  t h e  9 0 s .  A v e r a g e  h i g h  t e m -
p e r a t u r e s  a r o u n d  1 0 0  d e g r e e s  a r e  
c o m m o n  a c r o s s  a r e a s  n e a r  t h e  R i o  
G r a n d e  R i v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  
J u n e ,  J u l y  a n d  A u g u s t .  W h e n  t h i s  
h e a t  e n t e r s  a  c l o s e d  v e h i c l e ,  a c t u a l  
t e m p e r a t u r e s  i n s i d e  t h e  v e h i c l e  c a n  
r e a c h  1 2 0 ° F  i n  m i n u t e s  a n d  a p -
p r o a c h  1 5 0 ° F  i n  a s  l i t t l e  a s  a n  h o u r !  
T h i s  c a n  c a u s e  h y p e r t h e r m i a  ( h e a t  
s t r o k e )  i n  o n l y  m i n u t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  c h i l d r e n ,  w h o s e  b o d y  t e m p e r a -
tures warm at a rate three to five 
t i m e s  f a s t e r  t h a n  a n  a d u l t .

I n  t h e  l a s t  1 2  y e a r s ,  4 7 5  c h i l d r e n  
h a v e  d i e d  n a t i o n w i d e  f r o m  h e a t  
s t r o k e  s u f f e r e d  w h i l e  i n  a  v e h i c l e .  
H a l f  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  
w e r e  f o r g o t t e n  b y  a  p a r e n t  o r  o t h e r  
c a r e g i v e r ,  a n d  n e a r l y  2 0  p e r c e n t  
d i e d  w h e n  p a r e n t s  k n o w i n g l y  l e f t  
t h e i r  c h i l d  i n  a  v e h i c l e .  T h e  r e s t  
d i e d  p l a y i n g  i n  a n  u n a t t e n d e d  
v e h i c l e .  

O f  t h e s e  4 7 5  f a t a l i t i e s ,  6 7  h a v e  
o c c u r r e d  i n  T e x a s .  S i n c e  2 0 0 3 ,  
t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  d i e d  f r o m  v e -
h i c l e  h y p e r t h e r m i a  i n  S o u t h  T e x a s .  
T h r o u g h  A u g u s t  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  2 9  
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  d i e d  f r o m  h y p e r t h e r -
m i a ,  n a t i o n a l l y .

A l l  o f  t h e s e  t r a g i c  d e a t h s  a r e  
p r e v e n t a b l e .  

Your Miss Gladewater Rodeo for 2022-2023 is Miss Kallie 
Rogers! Congratulations Kallie. Both Kalie and Meagan Hodge 
worked very hard and put in countless hours throughout the 
contest. 

T h e  8 5 t h  G l a d e w a t e r  R o u n d -U p  R o d e o  i s  n o w  i n  t h e  r e c o r d  
books for 2022 and Cody DeMoss took the top honors - All-
A r o u n d  C o w b o y  - n e t t i n g  $ 1 , 6 5 5  i n  s a d d l e  b r o n c  r i d i n g  a n d  
t e a m  r o p i n g ,  w h i l e  K a l l i e  R o g e r s  o f  W h i t e  O a k  w a s  n a m e d  
Miss Gladewater Rodeo for 2022-2023.

O t h e r s  w i n n e r s  w e r e :
B areb ack  riding:  1 .  C h a d  R u t h e r f o r d ,  8 6 . 5  p o i n t s  o n  

R a f t e r  G  R o d e o ’ s  T u l s a  T i m e ,  $ 1 , 5 0 3 ;  2 .  B o d e e  L a m m e r s ,  
8 4 ,  $ 1 , 1 3 9 ;  3 .  R i c k e y  W i l l i a m s ,  7 9 ,  $ 8 2 0 ;  4 .  H u n t e r  R a m s e y ,  
76, 547  5. Tim Murphy, 73, 319  6. Jake esl, 65.5, 228.

S teer wrestling:  1 .  W i l l  L u m m u s ,  3 . 4  s e c o n d s ,  $ 2 , 3 5 3 ;  
2 .  H u n t e r  C u r e ,  3 . 8 ,  $ 2 , 0 4 6 ;  3 .  ( t i e )  B e n  G o o d m a n  J r . ,  J o e  
Nelson and Matt Reeves, 4.0, 1,432 each  6. (tie) Ty Bauerle, 
G a r y  G i l b e r t  a n d  J u s t i n  S h a f f e r ,  4 . 1 ,  $ 5 1 2  e a c h .

T eam roping:  1 .  C a s e y  T e w / B o o g i e  R a y ,  4 . 9  s e c o n d s ,  
$ 1 , 7 2 8  e a c h ;  2 .  T h o m a s  B r a m a n / T e e  L u t t r e l l ,  5 . 1 ,  $ 1 , 4 3 0 ;  3 .  
B i l l y  B o b  B r o w n / B l a i n e  V i c k ,  5 . 2 ,  $ 1 , 1 3 2 ;  4 .  S h a n e  P h i l i p p /
J o h n  P h i l i p p ,  5 . 5 ,  $ 8 3 4 ;  5 .  C l a y  R o b e r t s o n / J u s t i n  C o p p ,  1 0 . 4 ,  
$ 5 3 6 ;  6 .  A n t h o n y  L u c i a / C o d y  T e w ,  1 1 . 5 ,  $ 2 9 8 .

S addle b ronc riding:  1. Cody DeMoss, 88.5 points on 
R a f t e r  G  R o d e o ’ s  T h r e e  B e l l e s ,  $ 1 , 6 5 5 ;  2 .  J a k e  B u r w a s h ,  8 5 ,  
1,254  3. Cooper Mullican, 81.5, 903  4. Jacobs Crawley, 

8 0 ,  $ 6 0 2 ;  5 .  C o r t  S c h e e r ,  7 9 . 5 ,  $ 3 5 1 ;  6 .  W a d e  S u n d e l l ,  7 8 ,  
$ 2 5 1 .

T ie- down roping:  1. Marty Yates, 7.9 seconds, 2,613  2. 
John Douch, 8.3, 2,272  3. Joe eating, 8.9, 1,931  4. olt 
H e n d e r s o n ,  9 . 2 ,  $ 1 , 5 9 0 ;  5 .  R i c h a r d  N e w t o n ,  9 . 3 ,  $ 1 , 2 5 0 ;  6 .  
Cash Hooper, 9.6, 909  7. Marcos Costa, 10.5, 568  8. (tie) 
Cole Matheson and Tatum Miller, 12.1, 114 each.

B arrel racing:  1. Latricia Mundorf, 16.98 seconds, 
$ 2 , 3 2 8 ;  2 .  C h e y e n n e  W i m b e r l e y ,  1 7 . 1 1 ,  $ 1 , 9 7 9 ;  3 .  T a s h a  
Welsh, 17.17, 1,630  4. Molly Pritchard, 17.21, 1,397  5. 
I l y s s a  R i l e y ,  1 7 . 3 2 ,  $ 1 , 1 6 4 ;  6 .  W e n d a  J o h n s o n ,  1 7 . 3 8 ,  $ 8 1 5 ;  
7 .  A n d r e a  C l i n e ,  1 7 . 3 9 ,  $ 5 8 2 ;  8 .  ( t i e )  J a m i e  O l s e n  a n d  S a r a h  
W a g u e s p a c k ,  1 7 . 4 0 ,  $ 4 3 7  e a c h ;  1 0 .  J e s s e  H a r r i s ,  1 7 . 4 2 ,  $ 3 4 9 ;  
11. Mc enzie Morgan, 17.44, 291  12. Michelle Alley, 
1 7 . 4 5 ,  $ 2 3 3 .

B u ll riding:  *  1 .  E r n i e  C o u r s o n  J r ,  8 9  p o i n t s  o n  R a f t e r  G  
Rodeo’s Dragula, 2,147  2. Tyler Bingham, 88.5, 1,715  
3. Gavin Michel, 84.5, 1,344  4. Matt Palmer, 75, 973  
no other qualified rides. (all totals include ground money).

T otal payoff:  $ 6 1 , 5 9 9 .  
S t o c k  c o n t r a c t o r :  R a f t e r  G  R o d e o .  R o d e o  s e c r e t a r y :  L a u -

ranne Smith. Officials: Roddy Coquat, Mark Longoria and 
en Dunn. Timers: Raine Gilley and Terri Gay. Announcers: 

Greg Simas and Don Gay. Specialty act: Johnny Dudley. Bull-
fighters: Wacey Munsell and Judd Napier. Clown/barrelman: 
Johnny Dudley. Flankman: Summer Gay. Chute boss: Casey 
Harp. Pickup men: James Rogers and Skeete Abbott. Music 
d i r e c t o r :  J a c o b  N a r d u c c i .

A big thanks for 
another great rodeo

Larry Davis was honored with the “Director of the Year” Award.

Mayor Scott Owens opened the rodeo with a proclamation 
declaring last week “Rodeo Week” in Gladweater.

The 85th Round-Up Rodeo was full of top action by 
champion cowboys and cowgirls. (See more inside.)

T h e  G l a d e w a t e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  w i l l  m e e t  T h u r s d a y  a t  6  p . m . ,  a t  C i t y  
Hall to conduct public hearings for liquor sales and zoning changes.

The beer and wine request is for a business at SHEPPERD HILLS , 
located at 1603 N. Main Street.

A public hearing regarding a zoning change request from Single Family 
t o  L i g h t  C o m m e r c i a l  f o r  R V  s t o r a g e / p a r k i n g  a n d  s t o r a g e  u n i t s  a t  2 7 0 0  
W. Upshur Ave.  307 N. Rodeo Dr.  2702 W. Upshur Ave., and 2704 W. 
U p s h u r  A v e .  a l s o  w i l l  b e  h e l d .

T h e  c o u n c i l  a l s o  w i l l  d i s c u s s  l e g a l  m a t t e r s  i n  c l o s e d  s e s s i o n  c o n c e r n -
i n g  t h e  a t t o r n e y ’ s  r e p o r t  o n  G l a d e w a t e r  R e t a i l  P a r t n e r s ,  L t d .  V .  C i t y  o f  
Gladewater, et al., Cause Number 2022-419-B, 124th District Court, 
G r e g g  C o u n t y .  T h e  c o u n c i l  w i l l  e n t e r  i n t o  e x e c u t i v e  s e s s i o n  t o  d i s c u s s  
p e r s o n n e l  m a t t e r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  e m p l o y m e n t ,  e v a l u a t i o n ,  
reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public officer or em-
ployee - a) City Treasurer and b) Interim City Manager.

The council will also discuss a resolution authorizing Gregg Appraisal 
District to sell excess property located in Gregg County and consider a  
b u d g e t  a m e n d m e n t  f o r  S e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  C e l e b r a t i o n  a d v e r t i s i n g .

The appointment of City Council members as ex-officio members of 
a d v i s o r y  b o a r d s  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b o a r d s  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d :

a )  A i r p o r t  B o a r d
b) Beautification Board
c )  B o a r d  o f  A d j u s t m e n t s
d) GEDCO Board
e )  L a k e  B o a r d
f )  P l a n n i n g  &  Z o n i n g  C o m m i s s i o n

Interim city manager on 
Thursday’s agenda
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SCOTT OWENS
Place 1 - Mayor-elect

BRANDY FLANAGAN
Place 3 Coucilmember-elect

MICHAEL WEBBER
Place 2 Coucilmember-elect

TEDDY SORRELLS
Place 4 Coucilmember-elect

Sor r el l s wi ns
G l adewater
cou nci l  seat

By Jim Bardwell
S a t u r d a y ’ s  e l e c t i o n  s a w  v o t e r s  a p -

p r o v i n g  t w o  j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n s  a d o p t e d  
by the Texas Legislature  and filling 
f o u r  c o u n c i l  s e a t s .

T e d d y  S o r r e l l s  e d g e d  o u t  J a c o b  
G a r l a n d  f o r  t h e  u n e x p i r e d  P l a c e  4  s e a t  
o f  D e n n i s  R o b e r t s o n ,  w h o  m o v e d  o u t  
o f  t o w n  a n d  h a d  t o  r e s i g n .  S o r r e l l s  
g a r n e r e d  9 8  v o t e s  t o  G a r l a n d ’ s  9 2 .  I n  
e a r l y  v o t i n g  - w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  l o w  d u e  
t o  n o  l o c a l  p o l l i n g  l o c a t i o n  - S o r r e l l s  
r e c e i v e d  1 7  v o t e s  t o  G a r l a n d ’ s  n i n e .  
G a r l a n d  g o t  m o r e  m a i l -i n  b a l l o t s  t h a n  
S o r r e l l s ,  1 2  t o  s e v e n .

O n  e l e c t i o n  d a y ,  S o r r e l l s  h a d  7 4  
v o t e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  G a r l a n d ’ s  7 1 .

“ T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  w h o  v o t e d .  T h i s  
w a s  a  c l o s e  o n e !  I  a m  g r a t e f u l  a n d  

Jo ins  O w ens , W eb b er  
a nd  F la na ga n

l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e r v i n g  o u r  c i t y , ”  S o r -
r e l l s  s a i d  i n  a  F a c e b o o k  p o s t  S a t u r d a y  
e v e n i n g .

I n  o t h e r  c i t y  r a c e s  - a l l  u n c o n t e s t e d  
- S c o t t  O w e n s  w i l l  b e  G l a d e w a t e r ’ s  
n e x t  m a y o r  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  1 5 8  v o t e s .

O w e n s  w i l l  s u c c e e d   M a y o r  J D  
S h i p p  w h o  s e r v e d  t w o  t e r m s  i n  t h e  
t o p  j o b .  C o u n c i l w o m a n  B r a n d y  
F l a n a g a n  a l s o  w a s  n o t  c h a l l e n g e d  f o r  
a  t h i r d  t e r m  i n  P l a c e  3  a n d  r e c e i v e d  
1 5 6  v o t e s ,  w h i l e  n e w c o m e r  M i c h a e l  

By Phillip Williams
T h e  S p e c i a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  U n i t  o f  t h e  U p s h u r  C o u n t y  

Sheriff’s Office in April checked eight sex offenders to see 
i f  t h e y  w e r e  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  a n d  
a l s o  a r r e s t e d  t w o  m e n  o n  u n r e l a t e d  m i s d e m e a r n o r  c h a r g e s  
o f  p o s s e s s i n g  m a r i j u a n a ,  s a i d  S h e r i f f  L a r r y  W e b b .

T h e  u n i t  f o u n d  t w o  o f  t h e  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  o u t  o f  c o m p l i -
ance during the April 20 check, prompted by complaints 
t h a t  s o m e  p o s s i b l y  w e r e  n o t  c o m p l y i n g ,  W e b b  s a i d  l a s t  
T h u r s d a y .  C h a r g e s  a g a n s t  t h e  t w o  a r e  p e n d i n g ,  h e  a d d e d .

U n d e r  s t a t e  l a w ,  t h o s e  c o n v i c t e d  o f  a  s e x -r e l a t e d  o f f e n s e  
m u s t  r e g i s t e r  a s  a  s e x  o f f e n d e r ,  a n d  s h e r i f f ’ s  C h i e f  D e p u t y  

D a v i d  H a z e l  s a i d  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  p r o v i d i n g  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a -
t i o n  o n  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e ,  w h a t  v e h i c l e s  t h e y  d r i v e  a n d  w h o  
l i v e s  i n  t h e i r  h o u s e h o l d .

W e b b  s a i d  t h e  c o u n t y  h a s  1 4 9  r e g i s t e r e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  
a n d  “ w e ’ r e  k e e p i n g  e y e s  o n  t h e m . ”  H e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  
n a m e s  a n d  p h o t o s  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  w e b s i t e ,  w w w .
c o u n t y o f u p s h u r . c o m ,  w h e r e  t h o s e  a c c e s s i n g  t h e  s i t e  c a n  
scroll down to the part about the sheriff’s office’s public 
i n f o m a t i o n ,  c l i c k  o n  t h a t ,  a n d  t h e n  c l i c k  o n  “ s e x  o f f e n d e r s . ”  

T h e  a b o v e -l i s t e d  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  c o m p l i a n c e  c h e c k  w e r e  
b a s e d  o n  a  r e p o r t  f r o m  s h e r i f f ’ s  L t .  G a r y  S h i r l e y ,  a s  w e r e  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  d r u g -r e l a t e d  a r r r e s t s ,  W e b b  s a i d :

A 27-year-old Gladewater man was arrested April 14 when 
the unit stopped his vehicle in the 100 block of Locust Road 
and, with the help of -9 officer Marco, seized marijuana 
f r o m  t h e  v e h i c l e .

T h e  u n i t  w a s  w o r k i n g  d r u g  i n t e r d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  G l a d e w a t e r  
a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e .

A 32-year-old Ore City man was arrested April 21 when 
t h e  S I U  s t o p p e d  h i s  v e h i c l e  a t  t h e  r u r a l  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  T e x a s  
1 5 4  a n d  F M  7 2 6 .  W i t h  M a r c o ’ s  h e l p ,  m a r i j u a n a  w a s  f o u n d  
i n  t h e  v e h i c l e .

T h e  u n i t  h a d  b e e n  w o r k i n g  d r u g  i n t e r d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  D i a n a  
a r e a .

Upshur Special Investigations Unit has busy April

State Sales Tax Revenue totaled $3.8 Billion in April
 T e x a s  C o m p t r o l l e r  G l e n n  H e g a r  t h i s  w e e k  s a i d  s t a t e  s a l e s  

tax revenue totaled 3.83 billion in April, 12.8 percent more 
than in April 2021. The majority of April sales tax revenue 
is based on March sales and remitted to the agency in April. 

“ S t a t e  s a l e s  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n s  r e a c h e d  a  n e w  h i g h  f o r  t h e  
month of April, with double-digit growth re ecting both 
in ation and continued expansion in real economic activity 
a n d  e m p l o y m e n t , ”  H e g a r  s a i d .

“ T h e  s t r o n g e s t  g r o w t h  w a s  i n  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  s e c t o r s  
d r i v e n  b y  b u s i n e s s  s p e n d i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  o i l  a n d  g a s  
m i n i n g  s e c t o r ,  w h i c h  s u r p a s s e d  p r e -p a n d e m i c  l e v e l s  a s  
c a p i t a l  s p e n d i n g  i n  t h e  s e c t o r  p i c k s  u p .  R e c e i p t s  f r o m  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  w h o l e s a l e  t r a d e  s e c t o r s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  s h o w  d o u b l e -d i g i t  g r o w t h .

“Among sectors driven by consumer spending, the stron-
g e s t  g r o w t h  i n  r e c e i p t s  w a s  i n  a r t s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  

w i t h  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s ,  m u s i c  a n d  o t h e r  l i v e  
entertainment, and fitness clubs far exceeding previous 
y e a r  l e v e l s .  R e c e i p t s  f r o m  r e s t a u r a n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x h i b i t  
d o u b l e -d i g i t  g r o w t h  a s  w e l l .

“ R e c e i p t s  f r o m  r e t a i l  t r a d e  r e m a i n  e l e v a t e d ,  t h o u g h  o n l y  a  
l i t t l e  h i g h e r  t h a n  a  y e a r  a g o  w h e n  r e t a i l  s p e n d i n g  s u r g e d  a f t e r  
t h e  e n d  o f  C O V I D  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  S l o w i n g  g r o w t h  i n  r e c e i p t s  
f r o m  r e t a i l  t r a d e  m a y  s i g n a l  s h i f t s  i n  c o n s u m e r  s p e n d i n g  
b a c k  t o w a r d  p r e -p a n d e m i c  p a t t e r n s .  G r o w t h  i n  s p e n d i n g  i n  
segments that had benefited during the pandemic appeared 
t o  s t a l l ,  a s  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  h o m e  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  f u r n i t u r e  
s t o r e s  c h a n g e d  l i t t l e  f r o m  a  y e a r  a g o ,  w h i l e  r e c e i p t s  f r o m  
s p o r t i n g  g o o d s  a n d  h o b b y  s t o r e s  d e c l i n e d . ”

T o t a l  s a l e s  t a x  r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  m o n t h s  e n d i n g  i n  
April 2022 was up 22.3 percent compared to the same 
p e r i o d  a  y e a r  a g o .  S a l e s  t a x  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  s o u r c e  o f  s t a t e  

f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  b u d g e t ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  5 9  p e r c e n t  o f  
a l l  t a x  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

T e x a s  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e v e n u e  f r o m  o t h e r  m a j o r  
t a x e s :
l m o t o r  v e h i c l e  s a l e s  a n d  r e n t a l  t a x e s  —  $ 5 2 5  m i l l i o n ,  u p  

39 percent from April 2021
l m o t o r  f u e l  t a x e s  —  $ 3 3 5  m i l l i o n ,  u p  3  p e r c e n t  f r o m  

April 2021
l o i l  p r o d u c t i o n  t a x  —  $ 6 6 6  m i l l i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o n t h l y  

collections on record, up 99 percent from April 2021
l n a t u r a l  g a s  p r o d u c t i o n  t a x  —  $ 3 3 9  m i l l i o n ,  u p  4 6  p e r c e n t  

from April 2021
l h o t e l  o c c u p a n c y  t a x  —  $ 7 6  m i l l i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  m o n t h l y  

collections on record, up 49 percent from April 2021  and
l a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e  t a x e s  —  $ 1 5 2  m i l l i o n ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  

monthly collections on record, up 27 percent from April 2021.

W e b b e r  - a l s o  u n c h a l l e n g e d  i n  h i s  b i d  
f o r  O w e n s ’  P l a c e  2  c o u n c i l  s e a t  - g o t  
1 6 2  v o t e s .

“ I  a m  p r o u d  t o  b e  s  G l a d e w a t e r ’ s  
n e w l y -e l e c t e d  M a y o r  a n d  o u r  p r i o r  
a n d  c u r r e n t  c i t y  c o u n c i l s  m a k e  m y  j o b  
e a s i e r .  W e  h a v e  a  l o t  o f  v e r y  p o s i t i v e  
e l e m e n t s  t o  m o v e  u s  f o r w a r d  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  a n d  i t  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  c o m m u n i t y , ”  
O w e n s  s a i d .  “ O u r  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  a n d  
i t s  l e a d e r s  a n d  s t a f f  h a v e  c r e a t e d  a n  

e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  e x c i t e m e n t  t o  t e a c h  
e a c h  s t u d e n t  t o  s t r i v e  t o  b e  t h e i r  v e r y  
b e s t .  T h e  c i t y  h a s  g r e a t  l e a d e r s  a n d  
s t a f f  a t  c i t y  h a l l ,  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  
fire depatments are strong and getting 
s t r o n g e r  w i t h  s e r v a n t  a t t i t u d e s .  

“ G E D C O  i s  r e n e w e d  a n d  m a k -
i n g  g r e a t  p r o g r e s s  w i t h  s o m e  g o o d  
a n n o u n c e m e n t s  c o m i n g .  P u b l i c  
w o r k s  i s  w o r k i n g  v e r y  h a r d  a n d  a r e  
o v e r c o m i n g  i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  o l d  i n -
f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e y  a r e  o u t  a t  a l l  h o u r s  

a n d  c l i m a t e  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  b u i l d i n g  
i n s p e c t i o n  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a  r e p u t a -
t i o n  w i t h  b u i l d e r s  t o  b e  f a i r  a n d  e a s y  
t o  w o r k  w i t h  w h i c h   g i v e s  G l a d e w a t e r  
a n  a d v a n t a g e  i n  r e c r u i t i n g   W e  h a v e  
n e w  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  i n  a  c o u p l e  
o f  a r e a s  w i t h  n e w  o w n e r s h i p  c o m i n g  
i n  f r o m  o u t  o f  a r e a  a n d  o u t  o f  s t a t e  
a d d i n g  t o  o u r  t a x  b a s e .  

“ W e  k n o w  w e  h a v e  o l d  i n f r a s t r u c -
t u r e  i s s u e s  a n d  w i t h  e v e r y o n e  w o r k -

‘Share the Road: Look 
Twice for Motorcycles’
T x D O T ’ s  s t a t e w i d e  “ S h a r e  t h e  R o a d :  L o o k  T w i c e  f o r  M o t o r c y c l e s ”  

m o t o r c y c l e  s a f e t y  a n d  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  c a m p a i g n  u r g e s  m o t o r i s t s  t o  l o o k  
t w i c e  f o r  m o t o r c y c l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n s ,  w h e r e  m o t o r c y c l e  c o l -
l i s O n  a v e r a g e ,  o n e  m o t o r c y c l i s t  d i e s  
i n  a  c r a s h  o n  T e x a s  r o a d s  e v e r y  d a y .  
In 2021, 519 riders lost their lives 
a n d  2 , 3 1 8  w e r e  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  
i n  c r a s h e s .  M o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  f a t a l  
m o t o r c y c l e  c r a s h e s  r e s u l t  f r o m  c o l -
l i s i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r  v e h i c l e s .   D r i v e r s  
s i m p l y  d o n ’ t  s e e  t h e  m o t o r c y c l e  o r  
m i s j u d g e  i t s  d i s t a n c e  a n d  s p e e d .  
T h e  s m a l l  s i z e  o f  m o t o r c y c l e s  c a n  
m a k e  t h e m  a p p e a r  f a r t h e r  a w a y  
w h e n  t h e y ’ r e  a c t u a l l y  c l o s e r .  T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  c o n g e s t e d  r o a d w a y s ,  
distracted driving and the difficulty of seeing motorcycles in traffic has 
l e d  t o  m a n y  p r e v e n t a b l e  f a t a l i t i e s  e a c h  y e a r .

What are some tips for safely sharing the road with motorcycles?
l T a k e  e x t r a  c a r e  w h e n  m a k i n g  a  l e f t  t u r n .  I t  i s  s a f e s t  t o  l e t  t h e  m o -

t o r c y c l e  p a s s  t o  a v o i d  t u r n i n g  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  r i d e r .
l P a y  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  N e a r l y  o n e  i n  t h r e e  m o t o r c y c l e  

f a t a l i t i e s  h a p p e n s  a t  a  r o a d w a y  i n t e r s e c t i o n .
l G i v e  d r i v i n g  y o u r  f u l l  a t t e n t i o n .  E v e n  a  m o m e n t a r y  d i s t r a c t i o n ,  

s u c h  a s  a n s w e r i n g  a  p h o n e  c a l l  o r  c h a n g i n g  t h e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  c a n  h a v e  
d e a d l y  c o n s e q u e n c e s .
l L o o k  t w i c e  w h e n  c h a n g i n g  l a n e s .  C h e c k  m i r r o r s ,  b l i n d  s p o t s ,  a n d  

a l w a y s  u s e  t u r n  s i g n a l s .
l G i v e  m o t o r c y c l e s  r o o m  w h e n  p a s s i n g  t h e m .  M o v e  o v e r  t o  t h e  p a s s -

i n g  l a n e  a n d  d o n ’ t  c r o w d  t h e  m o t o r c y c l i s t ’ s  f u l l  l a n e .
l S t a y  b a c k .  I f  y o u ’ r e  b e h i n d  a  m o t o r c y c l e ,  a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n  a  s a f e  

f o l l o w i n g  d i s t a n c e .  W h e n  a  m o t o r c y c l i s t  d o w n s h i f t s  i n s t e a d  o f  a p p l y i n g  
t h e  b r a k e  t o  s l o w  d o w n ,  i t  c a n  c a t c h  d r i v e r s  o f f  g u a r d  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  
b r a k e  l i g h t s  t o  s i g n a l  r e d u c e d  s p e e d .
l S l o w  d o w n .  O b e y  p o s t e d  s p e e d  l i m i t s  a n d  d r i v e  t o  c o n d i t i o n s .

The Stamp Out 
Hunger® Food Drive

Saturday, May 14
The National Association of Letter 

Carriers (NALC) will conduct its 30th 
a n n u a l  n a t i o n a l  f o o d  d r i v e  o n  S a t u r -
d a y ,  M a y  1 4 .  L e t t e r  c a r r i e r s  w i l l  j o i n  
f o r c e s  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  a n d  
others to help fight hunger in North 
T e x a s  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
T h e  S t a m p  O u t  H u n g e r ®  F o o d  D r i v e ,  
t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e -d a y  f o o d  
d r i v e ,  p r o v i d e s  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  a n  e a s y  
w a y  t o  d o n a t e  f o o d  t o  t h o s e  i n  n e e d  
i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .

T o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  S t a m p  O u t  
H u n g e r  f o o d  d r i v e ,  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  
e n c o u r a g e d  t o  l e a v e  a  s t u r d y  b a g  
c o n t a i n i n g  n o n -p e r i s h a b l e  f o o d s  n e x t  
t o  t h e i r  m a i l b o x  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  
r e g u l a r  m a i l  d e l i v e r y  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  
M a y  1 4 t h .  Y o u r  l e t t e r  c a r r i e r  w i l l  t a k e  
c a r e  o f  t h e  r e s t .

L i f e  c a n  d e a l  o r d i n a r y  h a r d  w o r k -
ing people very difficult hands. Mil-
lions of Americans live in challenging 
s i t u a t i o n s ,  u n c e r t a i n  o f  w h e r e  t h e i r  
n e x t  m e a l  w i l l  c o m e  f r o m  o r  i f  i t  w i l l  
c o m e  a t  a l l .  T h e y ’ r e  o u r  c u s t o m e r s ,  
o u r  n e i g h b o r s ,  o u r  f a m i l i e s .  T h e y  
i n c l u d e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  s e n i o r s  w e  s e e  
a l o n g  o u r  r o u t e s  e v e r y  d a y .  S o m e  
h o u s e h o l d  m e m b e r s  m a y  h a v e  l o s t  
a  j o b ,  a r e  f a c i n g  a  s e r i o u s  m e d i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n ,  o r  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a n  
u n e x p e c t e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c a r i n g  
f o r  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  

Continued on Page 3
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By Kimber Smith
U n i o n  G r o v e ’ s  s e n i o r s  b e c a m e  

a l um ni  F r i da y ni ght . 
T he  c l a s s  of  42 s t ude nt s  w a l ke d 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  “ P o m p  a n d  C i r -
c u m s t a n c e ”  p r o c e s s i o n a l ,  w e a v i n g  
t h e  a i s l e s  o f  t h e  L i o n  C e n t e r  f o r  
m a x i m u m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s m i l e  
a t  t he  f a m i l y a nd f r i e nds  w ho s up -
p o r t e d  t h e m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  p u b l i c  
e duc a t i on. 

O nc e  t he y t ook t he  s t a ge , A ve r y 
B r o o k s  l e d  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m  i n  t h e  
p l e d g e s ,  a n d  s a l u t a t o r i a n  J o l e a  
R o b e r t s o n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  
f ol l ow e d by va l e di c t or i a n S ydne y 
C h a m b e r l a i n .  R o b e r t o n  a n d  C h a m -
b e r l a i n  r e m i n i s c e d  m o m e n t s  t h a t  
b e c a m e  m e m o r i e s ,  s h a r e d  h o p e s  
f or  t he  f ut ur e , a nd a c know l e dge d 
obs t a c l e s  t he  c l a s s  f a c e d t oge t he r , 
i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  p e e r s ’  p e r s o n a l  l o s s -
e s , a s  w e l l  a s  how  t hos e  obs t a c l e s  
br ought  t he  g r oup c l os e r  t oge t he r . 

W h e n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  w e r e  c o m -
p l e t e ,  P r i n c i p a l  R a c h e l  E v e r s  c a l l e d  
e a c h  s t u d e n t ’ s  n a m e ,  S u p e r i n t e n -

By Phillip Williams
1 1 5 t h  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  D e a n  F o w l e r  

s e n t e n c e d  e i g h t  d e f e n d a n t s  o n  f e l o n y  
c h a r g e s  l a s t  w e e k  a f t e r  a l l  p l e a d e d  
g u i l t y ,  s a i d  U p s h u r  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  
Attorney Billy Byrd’s office.

D e t a i l s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s ,  a n d  u n l e s s  
o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d ,  t h e  U p s h u r  C o u n t y  
Sheriff’s Office investigated the cases, 
the office said:

D e n i s e l y n  J a n e t t e  H a w l e y ,  3 9 ,  o f  
G l a d e w a t e r ,  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  t w o  y e a r s  
r e g u l a r  p r o b a t i o n  o f  a  o n e -y e a r  j a i l  
t e r m  M a y  2 5  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c o n -
t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e --l e s s  t h a n  o n e  g r a m  
o f  m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e .

T h e  c r i m e  o c c u r r e d  A p r i l  2 5 .  A s -
s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  B a r r y  C l a r k  
W a l l a c e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s t a t e  a t  s e n -
t e n c i n g ,  w h i l e  L o n g v i e w  a t t o r n e y  C a r l  
D o r r o u g h  r e p r e s e n t e d  H a w l e y .

M i c h a e l   A n t h o n y  V i o l a n t e ,  2 8 ,  
o f  D i a n a ,  r e c e i v e d  o n e  y e a r  i n  s t a t e  
j a i l  M a y  2 3  f o r  u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o f  
v e h i c l e .

T h e  o f f e n s e  o c c u r r e d  A u g .  1 6 ,  
2 0 1 9 .  W a l l a c e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s t a t e  a t  
s e n t e n c i n g ;  L o n g v i e w  a t t o r n e y  J o h n  
M o o r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  V i o l a n t e .

C o d y  A n d r e w  S u m m e r s ,  3 0 ,  o f  
D i a n a ,  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  1 0  y e a r s  d e f e r r e d  
p r o b a t i o n  M a y  2 3  f o r  a s s a u l t / f a m i l y  
v i o l e n c e --o c c l u s i o n .

“ D e f e r r e d ”  m e a n s  n o  p e r m a n e n t  
c o n v i c t i o n  a p p e a r s  o n  a  d e f e n d a n t ’ s  
r e c o r d  i f  h e / s h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e s  
p r o b a t i o n .  I f  s u c h  p r o b a t i o n  i s  r e v o k e d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  u p  t o  t h e  m a x i m u m  s e n t e n c e  
f o r  t h e  o f f e n s e  c a n  b e  i m p o s e d .

T h e  c r i m e  o c c u r r e d  A u g .  1 ,  2 0 2 1 .  
A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  M i c h a e l  
N o r t h c u t t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
c a s e ,  w h i l e  M a r s h a l l  a t t o r n e y  C r a i g  
F l e t c h e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  S u m m e r s .

D o n a l d  J R  E l l i o t t  I I ,  5 2 ,  o f  G i l m e r ,  
d r e w  s i x  m o n t h s  i n  c o u n t y  j a i l  M a y  2 3  
f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e -
-l e s s  t h a n  o n e  g r a m  o f  m e t h a m p h e t -
a m i n e .

T h e  o f f e n s e  o c c u r r e d  N o v .  5 ,  2 0 2 1 .  
B y r d  a n d  F l e t c h e r  h a n d l e d  t h e  s e n -
t e n c i n g .

D a r a n  S h a n e  P u t n a m ,  3 3 ,  o f  G i l m e r ,  
r e c e i v e d  1 2  m o n t h s  i n  s t a t e  j a i l  M a y  
2 5  f o r  i n j u r y  t o  a n  e l d e r l y  i n d i v i d u a l .

T h e  c r i m e  h a p p e n e d  M a r c h  2 5 ,  
2 0 2 1 .  N o r t h c u t t  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  p r o s -
e c u t i o n ;  G i l m e r  a t t t o r n e y  M a t t h e w  
P a t t o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  P u t n a m .

R o b e r t  P a u l  H o l d e r ,  5 3 ,  o f  M t .  E n -
t e r p r i s e ,  d r e w  1 8  m o n t h s  i n  s t a t e  j a i l  
M a y  2 5  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  
s ubs t a nc e --l e s s  t ha n one  gr a m  of  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e .

T h e  o f f e n s e  o c c u r r e d  A u g .  1 9 ,  
2 0 2 1 .  B y r d  a n d  P a t t o n  h a n d l e d  t h e  
s e n t e n c i n g .

C a r o l y n  M a r i e  M o o r e ,  6 1 ,  o f  B i g  
S a n d y ,  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  o n e  y e a r ’ s  d e -
f e r r e d  p r o b a t i o n  M a y  2 5  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  
o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e --l e s s  t h a n  o n e  
g r a m  o f  m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e .

G i l m e r  p o l i c e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  
M a r c h  1 1 ,  2 0 2 0  o f f e n s e .  B y r d  a n d  
P a t t o n  h a n d l e d  t h e  s e n t e n c i n g .  

L o y d  D o u g l a s  W i l s o n  J r . ,  5 4 ,  o f  
B o y d ,  w a s  p l a c e d  o n  f o u r  y e a r s  r e g u l a r  
p r o b a t i o n  o f  a  t w o -y e a r  s t a t e  j a i l  t e r m  
M a y  2 5  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  
s ubs t a nc e --l e s s  t ha n one  gr a m  of  
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e .

Local sentenced 
for possession 
of controlled 

substance

Valedictorian Sydney Chamberlain speaks to the crowd, acknowledging obstacles the 
graduates have faced as a class and her hopes for their futures. 

Photo by Kimber Smith

d e n t  K e l l y  M o o r e  m o v e d  e a c h  
s t u d e n t ’ s  t a s s e l ,  a n d  a  s c h o o l  b o a r d  
m e m be r  ha nd e d e a c h s t ude nt  t he i r  

d i p l o m a .  H i s t o r i a n  J o c e l y n  S u a r e z  
de l i ve r e d c l os i ng r e m a r ks , t ha nk -
i ng t he  a udi e nc e  f or  c om i ng a nd 

he r  pe e r s  f or  t he  m e m or i e s . 
A nd f or  t he  c l a s s  of  2022, hi gh 

s c hool  w a s  ove r . 

UGHS Class of 2022 takes next step

Gladewater residents joined Mayor Scott Owens Monday at the 
annual Memorial Day Observation sponsored by the Gladewater 

ormer tudents’ ssociation at downtown’s ar emorial. 
Photos by Darla Ferguson 

Tanner Gothard, 2022 Valedictorian for Gladewater High 
chool, led his fellow graduates to the ne t step of life’s 

ourney at riday’s graduation ceremony in ack . urphy 
tadium.                       hotos by hris ones
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By Jim Bardwell
T h e  G l a d e w a t e r  I S D  b o a r d  o f  

t r u s t e e s  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  
b o a r d  m e m b e r  J a m i e  R o b e r t s o n  a t  
M o n d a y  n i g h t ’ s  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g  
a n d  c h o s e  t o  a p p o i n t  D a n i e l l e  B o u -
d r e a u  t o  t a k e  h e r  p l a c e .  T h e  b o a r d  
a l s o  a p p o i n t e d  C h r i s  T h o m p s o n  t o  
fill a vacancy left when Jon eller 
r e s i g n e d  l a s t  m o n t h .

Both will be sworn into office at 
a  s p e c i a l  J u n e  3 0  b o a r d  m e e t i n g .

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s  M o n d a y ,  t r u s t -
e e s  a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n s  o f  - 
E m m a l e e  A l a t o r r e ,  B r a n d o n  J o n e s ,  
B r y a n  A a r o n ,  A m y  J o h n s o n ,  R o b i n  
C o o k ,  M e g a n  M o r r i s ,  R o b i n  H i g h -
t o w e r ,  M e l i s s a  D o n a h u e ,  P a m e l a  
R a p p ,  J o n  C a r t e r ,  P h i l l i p  C a s t l e s  
a n d  L i s a  L u t t r e l l .

T h e  b o a r d  a c c e p t e d  t h e  h i r -
ing of - Devin Russell, Debbie 
Henderson, imberly Dolese, Ma-
rissa Blanco, Josie Edge, Steve 
C o s t e l l o ,  J e r m a i n e  C a r p e n t e r ,  
A m a n d a  N a b o r s ,  D e n n i s  P i c k e r -
ing, Paul Balcorta, Payton Evans, 
R e n e e  E b e l i n g ,  A s h l e y  J o r d o n  a n d  
Z a c k a r y  S p e a r s .
l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D r .  S e d r i c  

C l a r k  t o l d  t h e  b o a r d  t h e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t  i s  r e -e x a m i n i n g  i t s  s a f e t y  
policies in the wake of the Uvalde 
s c h o o l  s h o o t i n g  a n d  w o u l d  r e p o r t  
o n  t h i s  a t  a  l a t e r  d a t e .
l  U n d e r  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  R e -

p o r t  f o r  M a y ,  t h e  b o a r d  w a s  t o l d  
GISD’s total cash and investments 
w e r e  a t  $ 1 1 , 2 3 0 , 3 4 2 ,  w h i l e  i t s  
g e n e r a l  o p e r a t i o n s  f u n d i n g  w a s  
at 16,853,840 in revenue and 
$ 1 7 , 7 5 6 , 9 4 7  i n  e x p e n d i t u r e s .  T a x  
c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  a t  9 2 . 8 5  p e r c e n t .
l The board approved a resolu-

t i o n  f r o m  G r e g g  A p p r a i s a l  D i s -
t r i c t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s a l e  o f  e x c e s s  
p r o p e r t y .
l Approved action to select an 

a r c h i t e c t  f o r  G l a d e w a t e r  P r i m a r y  
S c h o o l   G y m  E x p a n s i o n  P r o j e c t  
a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
t o  s e l e c t ,  r e t a i n ,  a n d  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  
a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  G P S  G y m  E x p a n -
s i o n  P r o j e c t .
l The board approved changing 

t h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  i n  
November, December, January and 
February to Nov. 14, Dec. 12, Jan. 
9 and Feb. 13, due to con icts with 
s c h o o l  h o l i d a y s .

By Phillip Williams
A  b a r e  q u o r u m  o f  U p s h u r  C o u n t y  C o m -

missioners Court last week approved a 
5 0 -c e n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  “ c h i l d  s a f e t y  f e e ”  
c h a r g e d  c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s  w h e n  t h e y  a n -
nually register a vehicle.

T h e  f e e ,  w h i c h  w a s  r a i s e d  t o  $ 1 ,  g o e s  
to the Northeast Texas Child Advocacy 
Center, which interviews physically and 
s e x u a l l y  a b u s e d  c h i l d r e n  t o  a s s i s t  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s .   

T h e  c e n t e r ,  h e a d q u a r t e r e d  i n  W i n n s -
boro with offices in Gilmer and Emory, 
serves eight counties. The organization’s 
executive director, Lauren Fleming, told 
t h e  c o u r t  t h a t  w h i l e  a l l  e i g h t  a l l o c a t e d  
f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  c e n t e r ,  U p s h u r  i s  a m o n g  
o n l y  t h r e e  c o u n t i e s  w h i c h  c h a r g e  t h e  c h i l d  
s a f e t y  f e e  a s  w e l l .

The fee tacked on to vehicle registra-
t i o n s  c a n  b e  u p  t o  $ 1 . 5 0 .  W o o d  C o u n t y  
c h a r g e s  $ 1 ,  w h i l e  H o p k i n s  C o u n t y  a s -
s e s s e s  5 0  c e n t s ,  F l e m i n g  t o l d  t h e  c o u r t  a t  
i t s  J u n e  1 5  m e e t i n g .

Freddie Fitzgerald, a former investiga-
tor for the Upshur County Sheriff’s Office 
w h o  i s  n o w  w i t h  t h e  c e n t e r ,  r e q u e s t e d  r a i s -
i n g  t h e  f e e .  H e  s a i d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a d  
interviewed approximately 58 children, 
i n c l u d i n g  1 7  i n  U p s h u r  C o u n t y ,  t h u s  f a r  
t h i s  y e a r .

C o u n t y  J u d g e  T o d d  T e f t e l l e r  s u g g e s t e d  
t h e  c o u r t  m a k e  t h e  l o c a l  f e e  a t  l e a s t  $ 1 .    

I n  o t h e r  a c t i o n  J u n e  1 5 ,  t h e  c o u r t  a p -
proved the state-required publication of 
i t s  p r o p o s a l  t o  r a i s e  a l m o s t  a l l  e l e c t e d  
officials’ annual salaries.

T e f t e l l e r  r e c e n t l y  p r o p o s e d  i n c r e a s i n g  
t h e  p a y  b y  $ 5 , 0 0 0  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ’ s  f o r t h -
coming 2022-23 fiscal year budget. He 
h a s  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  a  $ 1 , 2 0 0  p a y  r a i s e  f o r  
m o s t  c o u n t y  w o r k e r s .   

I n  a  m a t t e r  r e l a t e d  t o  t h o s e  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  
court approved lowering the amount of 
paid CO ID leave hours from 80 to 40 
effective immediately.

U p shu r  C o.  hi k es 
chi l d saf ety  f ee

T r u stees 
add two to 

G I SD  b oar d

Gladewater High School musicians Sarah Walbridge and 
Matt Smith have been recognized as Outstanding Performers 
for their solos at the UIL State Solo & Ensemble Contest.  
Sarah was recognized for her trumpet solo “Napoli” while 
Matt was recognized for his euphonium solo “Beautiful 
Colorado”.  This recognition is such a special honor. 
According to Dr. Bradley Kent, the UIL State Director of 
Music, only 2% of all soloists from across the state in class 
1A-6A are named as Outstanding Performers. They were 
given gold medals that all UIL state champions are given, as 
well as a personal congratulatory letter from Dr. Kent.

Juneteenth, a federal holiday in the United States commemorating the 
emancipation of enslaved African-Americans, was formally celebrated Saturday 
in Gladeewater with a parade and festivities at Bumblebee Park. Juneteenth is 
often also observed for celebrating African-American culture. Originating in 
Galveston, Texas, it has been celebrated annually on June 19 in various parts of 
the United States since 1865. The name “Juneteenth” references the date of the 
holiday, combining the words “June” and “nineteenth.” Newly crowned Miss 
Gladewater Rodeo, Kallie Rogers, joined parade marshals Evergrace Derrick, 85, 
and Mozelle McNeely, 90,  in the Juneteenth parade. 

The Gladewater Fire Department was out Monday  
afternoon on a brush fire just outside the city limits. 
These are not safe conditions for any burning. Drone 
shots provided by GPD officer Kotulla.

C h a r l e s  S m i t h ,  w h o  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d   a s  
n e i g h b o r i n g  W h i t e  O a k ’ s  c i t y  c o o r d i n a t o r ,  
h a s  b e e n  h i r e d  t o  b e  G l a d e w a t e r ’ s  i n t e r i m  
c i t y  m a n a g e r .

S m i t h  w a s  h i r e d  a t  l a s t  w e e k ’ s  c i t y  
c o u n c i l  m e e t i n g .  H e  
w i l l  b e g i n  w o r k  o n  
J u l y  1 1 ,  b u t  G l a d e w a -
t e r  M a y o r  S c o t t  O w e n s  
s a i d  S m i t h  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e g u n  g e t t i n g  f a m i l i a r  
with the city’s various 
o p e r a t i o n .

 S m i t h ,  w h o  w i l l  
r e p l a c e  o u t -g o i n g  c i t y  
m a n a g e r  R i c k y  T o w  
who is leaving July 7 

f o r  a  s i m i l a r  j o b  i n  C a m e r o n ,  b e g a n  h i s  
m u n i c i p a l  a n d  c o u n t y  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  
c a r e e r  i n  1 9 7 8  a n d  h a d  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  
w i t h  t h e  C i t y  o f  W h i t e  O a k  s i n c e  1 9 9 8 .  

He first served the citizens of White Oak 
as a police officer, later being promoted to 
C h i e f  i n  2 0 0 1 .  

I n  2 0 0 8  S m i t h  w a s  c h o s e n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
retiring City Coordinator Ralph Weaver. 
S m i t h  i s  a  g r a d u a t e  o f  t h e  S t e p h e n  F .  
Austin Certified Public Managers course 
a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  T e x a s  C i t y  M a n a g e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  H e  h a s  a l s o  m a i n t a i n e d  h i s  
position as a commissioned peace officer, 
a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  E a s t  T e x a s  C i t y  M a n a g e r s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  N o r t h  E a s t  T e x a s  E c o n o m i c  
Development Roundtable conference and 
t r a i n i n g  c h a i r ,  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  T e x a s  
a n d  E a s t  T e x a s  P o l i c e  C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n .

Smith also served as the White Oak 
EDC executive director and organized all 
economic development activities. Over 
the past several years White Oak EDC 
h a s  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  e f f o r t s  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i n  W h i t e  O a k  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t a x  b a s e .  T h e  W h i t e  O a k  
EDC has been involved in many relocation 
p r o j e c t s ,  b u s i n e s s  r e t e n t i o n  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  
development projects.

M a y o r  O w e n s  s a i d  S m i t h  w i l l  b e  p a i d  
$ 9 , 1 6 6 . 6 7  p e r  m o n t h ,  w i t h  a  $ 4 0 0  c a r  
a l l o w a n c e .

Council hires 
interim city 
manager
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Over 3,000 pounds of non-perishable food items were 
donated to Manna House last Saturday during the 
National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) 30th 
Annual National Food Drive. Local Boy Scout Troop 198 
helped the faithful men who regularly volunteer transfer 
the items to the Manna House. Postal carrier David Smith 
markd 30 years of helping for the project. The Manna 
House is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-11 
a.m. and is located at 519 E. Broadway.Life can deal 
ordinary hard working people very diffi cult hands. 
Millions of Americans live in challenging situations, 
uncertain of where their next meal will come from or if it 
will come at all. They’re our customers, our neighbors, 
our families. They include children and seniors we see 
along our routes every day. Some household members 
may have lost a job, are facing a serious medical 
condition, or are dealing with an unexpected responsibility 
of caring for grandchildren. Food drive like this one and 
Manna House can be a lifeline for many families. Please 
help if your can.

Virtual public meeting 
on Rural Transportation 
Improvement Program 

set for May 25 by TxDOT
T x D O T  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t i n g  a  v i r t u a l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  

f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 6  R u r a l  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m -
p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  ( R u r a l  T I P )  f o r  t h e  T x D O T  T y l e r  
D i s t r i c t .  T h e  v i r t u a l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  p r e -r e c o r d e d  p r e -
s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  v i e w i n g  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  
M a y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 2  b y  4  P M .  T h i s  v i r t u a l  m e e t i n g  f o r m a t  
( n o  i n -p e r s o n  m e e t i n g )  i n c l u d e s  a  p r e -r e c o r d e d  v i d e o  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  c o m m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y .  T o  v i e w  t h e  
p r e -r e c o r d e d  v i d e o  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  m e e t i n g  m a t e r i -
a l s ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t  w w w . t x d o t . g o v  a n d  S e a r c h :  T y l e r  
D i s t r i c t  R u r a l  T I P .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w i l l  i n c l u d e  b o t h  
a u d i o  a n d  v i s u a l  c o m p o n e n t s .

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  v i r t u a l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  i s  t o  
r e c e i v e  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  
2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 6  R u r a l  T I P  f o r  t h e  T y l e r  T x D O T  D i s t r i c t .  
T h e  T y l e r  D i s t r i c t  i n c l u d e s  A n d e r s o n ,  C h e r o k e e ,  
G r e g g ,  H e n d e r s o n ,  R u s k ,  S m i t h ,  V a n  Z a n d t ,  a n d  
W o o d  c o u n t i e s .  T h e  R u r a l  T I P  i n c l u d e s  a l l  r e g i o n a l l y  
signifi cant projects to be funded within a TxDOT 
D i s t r i c t  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  f u n d i n g .  A s  s u c h ,  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  o f f e r  
t h e  p u b l i c  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  a n d  c o m m e n t  o n  
t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r i o r i t i e s .  A  p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  R u r a l  T I P  i s  
a  p r o j e c t  c o m i n g  t o  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  R u r a l  T I P  
is the fi rst step on the road to producing a Statewide 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I m p r o v e m e n t  P r o g r a m  ( S T I P ) .

T h e  2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 6  R u r a l  T I P  m e e t i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  h e l d  
p u r s u a n t  t o  T i t l e  4 3 ,  T e x a s  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e ,  
S e c t i o n  1 6 . 1 0 2 ,  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
p u b l i c  c o m m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m .  P r e s e n t a t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s  w i l l  s h o w  h o w  t h e  R u r a l  T I P  o p e r a t e s  a l o n g  
w i t h  a s s o c i a t e d / p r i o r i t i z e d  p r o j e c t s .

C o m m e n t s  m u s t  b e  p o s t m a r k e d  o r  o t h e r w i s e  r e -
c e i v e d  b y  M o n d a y ,  J u n e  6 ,  2 0 2 2  t o :  T e x a s  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  T y l e r  D i s t r i c t ,  A t t n :  R u r a l  T I P ,  2 7 0 9  
W .  F r o n t  S t r e e t ,  T y l e r ,  T e x a s  7 5 7 0 2 ;  b y  e m a i l  t o  A m y .
D o w n e y @ t x d o t . g o v ,  w i t h  A t t e n t i o n :  2 0 2 3 -2 0 2 6  R u r a l  
T I P  C o m m e n t  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  l i n e ;  o r  b y  s u b m i t t i n g  
y o u r  c o m m e n t s  o n l i n e  a t  w w w . t x d o t . g o v  ( S e a r c h :  
T y l e r  D i s t r i c t  R u r a l  T I P ) .

I f  y o u  d o  n o t  h a v e  i n t e r n e t  a c c e s s  o r  h a v e  g e n e r a l  
q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  p r o j e c t s  o r  t h e  v i r -
t u a l  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A m y  D o w n e y ,  
P r o j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t  S p e c i a l i s t ,  a t  ( 9 0 3 )  5 1 0 -9 1 0 1  
o r  A m y . D o w n e y @ t x d o t . g o v .

S p e c i a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s :  T h e  v i r t u a l  p u b l i c  m e e t -
i n g  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  E n g l i s h .  I f  y o u  n e e d  a n  
i n t e r p r e t e r  o r  d o c u m e n t  t r a n s l a t o r  b e c a u s e  E n g l i s h  
is not your primary language or you have diffi culty 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n  E n g l i s h ,  o n e  w i l l  b e  
p r o v i d e d  t o  y o u .  

By Jim Bardwell
G l a d e w a t e r  M a y o r  J D  S h i p p  

w i l l  b e  e x i t i n g  t h e  c o u n c i l  T h u r s -
d a y  n i g h t  a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  a s  m a y o r  

a n d  a n o t h e r  
r i g h t  y e a r s  a s  
a  c o u n c i l m a n .

S h i p p  w i l l  
b e  c e l e b r a t e d  
a t  a  r e c e p t i o n  
a t  C i t y  H a l l  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  6  
p . m .  c o u n c i l  
m e e t i n g  a n d  
t h e  p u b l i c  i s  

i n v i t e d  t o  s t o p  b y  b e t w e e n  4 : 3 0  
a n d  5 : 3 0  p . m . .

F o l l o w i n g  S h i p p ’ s  f a r e w e l l  
r e m a r k s  a n d  
a  s p e c i a l  p r e -
s e n t a t i o n  b y  
t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  
oath of offi ce 
w i l l  b e  a d -
m i n i s t e r e d  t o  
n e w l y -e l e c t e d  
m a y o r  S c o t t  
O w e n s ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  c o u n c i l -

m e m b e r s  B r a n d y  F l a n a g a n ,  M i -
c h a e l  W e b b e r  a n d  T e d d y  S o r r e l l s .

I t e m s  o n  t h e  a g e n d a  i n c l u d e :
l C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u d i t  f o r  

fi scal year 2021
l C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  2 0 2 2  T x D O T  A i r p o r t  
L a y o u t  P l a n  P r o j e c t .
l  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u -

t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
fi nancial assistance from the Texas 
W a t e r  D e v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  f o r  
s e w e r  s y s t e m  i m p r o v e m e n t s
l C o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

d i r e c t i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  n o t i c e  o f  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  i s s u e  c o m b i n a t i o n  t a x  
and surplus revenue certifi cates of 
o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  T e x a s  W a t e r  D e -
v e l o p m e n t  B o a r d  t o  p r o v i d e  f u n d s  
f o r  w a t e r  s y s t e m  i m p r o v e m e n t  

Changing of the 
guard coming 
to city council
Reception for Mayor 
Shipp is Thursday

SHIPP

OWENS

Keller resigns from GISD board,
Ross Morgan elected president

GISD board Member Ross Morgan takes 
the oath of office as fellow recently-
reelected board member Rickie Blackmon 
and Garth Cockerell look on Monday night.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Jim Bardwell
R o s s  M o r g a n  w a s  e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  G l a d e w a t e r  I S D  b o a r d  o f  t r u s t e e s  
M o n d a y  n i g h t ,  J e f f  C o o k  w a s  e l e c t e d  
v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  J a m i e  R o b e r t s o n w a s  
e x l e c t e d  b o a r d  s e c r e t a r y .

M o r g a n  w a s  s e l e c t e d  a f t e r  b o a r d  
p r e s i d e n t  J o n  K e l l e r  s u b m i t t e d  h i s  l e t -
t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  e f f e c t i v e  f o l l o w i n g  
g r a d u a t i o n  n e x t  w e e k .  K e l l e r  s e r v e d  1 4  
y e a r s  o n  t h e  b o a r d  a n d  s t e p p e d  d o w n  
b e c a u s e  a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  
p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .

I n  h i s  l e t t e r ,  K e l l e r  p r a i s e d  t h e  b o a r d  
a n d  s c h o o l  s t a f f  s a y i n g  “ I  c o u l d  n o t  
b e  p r o u d e r  o f  t h e  t e a m  t h i s  b o a r d  h a s  
b e c o m e  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  g r e a t  s t a f f  
s e r v i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  o u r  d i s t r i c t . ”

T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t i n g  a p p l i c a -
t i o n s  s o o n  f o r  t h e  v a c a n t  s e a t .

The Gladewater Beautification Advisory Board selected the Jack Phillips 
Company on US 271 North for its “Business of the Quarter”. Board 
members Janie Ballard, Jon Keller, Todd Clifton, Al Harrison and Judy Van 
Houten were joined by Nancy Abernathy, daughter of Jack Phiilips,  at the 
presentation. The Gladewater Beautification Advisory Board is charged 
with stimulating civic pride and promote community involvement in order 
to enhance the aesthetic appearance of the City.     Photo by Jim Bardwell

Thursday, June 9, 2022                             Vol. 94, No. 23                1 Section,  6 pages                  50¢     

  Gladewater
        Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

City Manager 
headed back 
to Cameron

RICKY TOW

Break out the cowboy hat, dust off the boots - it’s Rodeo Time 
in Gladewater! The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo rides into town, 
Wednesday - Saturday, June 8–11, at the Gladewater Rodeo Arena 
located on US Highway 80. All the high-flying excitement starts 
Wednesday, June 8, with a full night of XTreme Bulls, followed by 
three nights of PRCA rodeo excitement Thursday, June 9–Saturday, 
June 11. Gates open nightly at 6 p.m.

Tickets for the 85th Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo can be pur-
chased online at GladewaterRodeo.com. Tickets are $16 for adults / 
$8 for kids (12 and under). Children 2 and under are free. Proceeds 
from the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo go to funding scholarships 
for area students.

Reserved Seating is available until 6 p.m. each night, and group 
tickets (20% savings on 10 or more adult tickets) are also available 
through GladewaterRodeo.com.

Plus, all active members of the military and first responders 
are eligible for special half-price tickets for Thursday night, June 
9; available only at the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo Ticket Office 
with a valid ID.

The Ticket Office on the rodeo grounds is located just north 
of Highway 80 in Gladewater and will be open for ticket sales 
Monday–Saturday, June 6–11, starting at 9 a.m. daily. For ticket 
questions, call 903-576-5963.

Kids Mutton Bustin’ (5–7 years of age; under 50 pounds) will be 
held all four night a participating children will receive one (1) free 
adult ticket for signing up. Mutton Bustin’ starts at 7:45 p.m. nightly.

The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s nightly Calf Scramble is 
free to kids in two age groups: 8 and Under and ages 9–12. Two 
winners per age group will each win a $50 cash prize. No pre-
registration is required.

The Annual Gladewater Handicapable Rodeo for children and 
people with special needs will take place Saturday, June 11, 10 
a.m.–1 p.m. at the Gladewater Rodeo Arena, located on US High-
way 80. This free event features a variety of fun-filled activities, 

Rodeo celebrates 85th year

Kallie Rogers and Meagan Hodge competed Saturday in 
hopes of becoming Miss Gladewater Rodeo 2022-2023. 
They competed in horsemanship in the morning, and 
then the speaking portions in the afternoon. Coronation 
will be held Saturday night during the rodeo.

June 8-11, 8:15 p.m. nightly

By Phillip Williams
1 1 5 t h  D i s t r i c t  J u d g e  D e a n  F o w l -

e r  s e n t e n c e d  t h r e e  d e f e n d a n t s  l a s t  
w e e k  a f t e r  t h e y  p l e a d e d  g u i l t y  t o  
u n r e l a t e d  f e l o n y  c h a r g e s  i n  G i l m e r ,  
s a i d  U p s h u r  C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r -
ney Billy Byrd’s offi ce.

D e t a i l s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s ,  a n d  t h e  
U p s h u r  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  e a c h  c a s e ,  B y r d ’ s  o f -
fi ce reported:

B e n j a m i n  D a n i e l  G r i m m ,  4 2 ,  o f  
Gilmer, was placed on fi ve years 
r e g u l a r  p r o b a t i o n  M a y  3 1  f o r  a s -
sault/family violence--occlusion.

The crime occurred Jan. 8, 2021. 
A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  M i c h a e l  
Northcutt Jr. represented the state 
a t  s e n t e n c i n g ;  L o n g v i e w  a t t o r n e y  
David Hagan represented Grimm.

P a y t o n  C o l e  W i s d o m ,  2 5 ,  o f  
Gilmer, drew fi ve years in prison 
J u n e  1  f o r  a s s a u l t / f a m i l y  v i o l e n c e -
-o c c l u s i o n  w i t h  p r e v i o u s  c o n v i c -
tion.

The offense occurred last Oct. 
23. Northcutt represented the 
s t a t e  a t  s e n t e n c i n g ;  M a r s h a l l  a t -
t o r n e y  C r a i g  F l e t c h e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  
Wisdom.

K a t e l y n  R e n e e  B r o w n  o f  H a l l s -
v i l l e  w a s  s e n t e n c e d  o n  h e r  2 2 n d  
b i r t h d a y  J u n e  1  t o  t w o  y e a r s  “ d e -
f e r r e d ”  p r o b a t i o n  f o r  b u r g l a r y  o f  
habitation.

Sentences
handed down

T h e  Cameron Harold  r e p o r t e d  
l a s t  w e e k  t h a t  G l a d e w a t e r  C i t y  
M a n g e r  R i c k y  T o w  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  
T h e  C i t y  o f  C a m e r o n ’ s   n e x t  c i t y  
manager.

“ I t  t o o k  a  l i t t l e  l o n g e r ,  b u t  C a m -
e r o n  C i t y  C o u n c i l  g o t  t h e  m a n  t h e y  
w a n t e d  t o  l e a d  t h e i r  t o w n  m o v i n g  
forward,” the paper reported.

C a m e r o n  M a y o r  B i l l  H a r r i s  s a i d  
t h e  c i t y  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  a  c o n t r a c t  
w i t h  G l a d e w a t e r  C i t y  M a n a g e r  
Ricky Tow.

T h a t  i s  l i k e l y  a  f a m i l i a r  n a m e  f o r  
C a m e r o n  r e s i d e n t s  a s  T o w  s p e n t  
4  y e a r s  l e a d i n g  C a m e r o n  b e f o r e  
leaving in 2013 to become City 
Manager in Bowie. He later moved 
on to lead Gladewater in 2017, 
where he has been ever since. Prior 
t o  c o m i n g  t o  C a m e r o n ,  h e  w a s  c i t y  
administrator for Alvord.

M a y o r  H a r r i s  s a i d  T o w  w i l l  m a k e  
his return with a July 18 start date. 
T o w  i s  n o w  r e p l a c i n g  t h e  m a n  w h o  
t o o k  o v e r  a f t e r  h e  l e f t  e i g h t  y e a r s  
a g o ,  R h e t t  P a r k e r ,  w h o  r e s i g n e d  
last July.

M a y o r  H a r r i s  h a s  b e e n  r u n n i n g  
the city on an interim basis.

T h e  G l a d e w a t e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
m e t  i n  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  T u e s d a y  n i g h t  
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  c h a n g e  i n  l e a d e r s h i p  
and accept Tow’s resignation.

L a s t  m o n t h  t h e  c o u n c i l  w a s  a d -
v i s e d  t h e  c i t y  t r e a s u r e r  i s  l e a v i n g  
for another position. So this leaves 
t h e  c i t y  w i t h o u t  t w o  o f  i t s  t o p  l e a d -
ership team members. The unex-
p e c t e d  c h a n g e  a l s o  i s  o c c u r r i n g  j u s t  
a s  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  e n t e r s  i t s  b u d g e t  
process for next year. Mayor Scott 
O w e n s  s a i d  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  m o s t  l i k e l y  
hire a search fi rm to fi nd Tow’s re-
p l a c e m e n t  a n d  h i r e  a n  i n t e r i m  c i t y  
manager in the meantime.
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ROUND-UP RODEO!
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LOOK INSIDE!

Greg Simas will be bringing rodeo 
fans the play-by-play from the 
Round-up Rodeo announcers booth. 

Don Gay will provide the color 
analyst to give rodeo fans insight 
and flavor, in a style all his own.

Judd Napier
Professional Bullfighter

Wacey Munsell
Professional Bullfighter

Mike Driver
Professional Bullfighter

Professional rodeo clown and barrel 
man “Backflip” Johnny Dudley will 
keep you laughing.

Photo by Jim Bardwell
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By Phillip Williams
Officials in three Upshur County 

cities instituted bans on outdoor 
burning in their respective mu-
nicipalities last week after County 
Judge Todd Tefteller issued one for 
rural areas June 21.

Bans were issued for Gilmer, 
Ore City and Big Sandy. Gladewa-
ter is included in that ban.

In addition, a spokeswoman for 
the East Mountain city government 
said Monday that incorporated city 
has put out signs saying it is under 
a burn ban because of Tefteller’s 
order, although the order doesn’t 
apply to incorporated cities.

Recent hot, dry weather has trig-
gered such bans in numerous East 
Texas areas.

Gilmer Fire Chief Jerry Taylor 
said he instituted a 10-day ban 
Wednesday, June 22, effective the 
next day. and that the city council 
would vote Tuesday, June 28, on 
whether to extend his order. 

Taylor said the vote was required 
because he lacks the authority to 
make the ban longer than 10 days. 
If the council extended it, he said, it 
will be effective until city officials 
“decide we no longer need it.”

The order will not prohibit 
holding the city’s annual July 3 
fireworks show at the Yamboree 
Grounds, but the fire department 
will furnish extra protection this 
time, said Taylor, who was in 
Beaumont attending a training 
school.

He also reminded that city or-
dinance prohibits using fireworks 
inside city limits, although that 
restriction does not apply to the 
holiday show.

Ore City Fire Chief Gaston 
(Bubba) DeBerry said Friday he 
also issued a ban, effective at 10 
a.m. the prior day, “until further 
notice.”

Big Sandy Mayor Rex Rozell 
issued a ban June 22 “until further 
notice,” or until he or the Texas 
A&M Forest Service determine it 
should be lifted.

His order said outdoor burning 
would worsen the current “public 
hazard and drought conditions” in 
the city.

Like Tefteller’s order, however, 
it makes exceptions for outdoor 
burning “related to public health 
and safety,” and which are autho-
rized by the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality.

Those include, among others, 
firefighter training, planting or 
harvesting of agricultural crops, 
and public utility operations.

Burn bans 
issued locally

Our whole country is excited as Independence Day approaches and 
families plan to gather at Lake Gladewater on July 3rd to swim, boat, 
picnic and then watch the annual fireworks display at 9 p.m.. The annual 
Patriotic Boat Parade will begin at 8 p.m. and is sponsored by Austin 
Bank.

This year food trucks will be available from 5-10 p.m. 
As you make your plans to attend the Gladewater Chamber of Com-

merce Fireworks on SUNDAY, JULY 3, please be aware that street 
closures will occur. Pinecrest Street and Woodbine Street will become 

one-way so that emergency vehicles can have a safe route out. There 
will be no parking on these streets where barricades will be placed early 
in the day. 

Please inform your family, guests, and neighbors of these changes.
We are thankful for the blessings bestowed on our great nation and 

wish everyone a safe and fun holiday! 
HAPPY 246T BIRTHDAY AMERICA!!
Donations are appreciated to help defray the costs. Contact the chamber 

at 903-845-5501.

On average, 49% of the fires 
reported to local fire departments 
on the 4th of July are caused by 
fireworks.

The National Fire Protection 
Association (NFPA) tracks fire sta-
tistics from across the US. In 2018, 
approximately 19,500 fires ignited 
by fireworks were reported to local 
fire departments, while hospital 
emergency departments treated an 
estimated 9,100 fireworks related 
injuries. The most common fire-
works related injuries occurred to 
hands/fingers (28%), legs (24%, 
and eyes (19%). 36% of the victims 
were under the age of 15.

During a 5 year period from 
2014-2018, 87% of fireworks fires 
were outdoor fires and 28% oc-
curred on the 4th of July.

If you are planning on lighting a 
few of your own fireworks, follow 
these safety guidelines to avoid 
becoming a statistic:
l Postpone your fireworks use 

if the weather is hot, dry, and/or 
windy.
l Check for burn bans and 

local ordinances/restrictions on 
fireworks use.
l Check your surroundings 

before lighting any fireworks. Do 
this during the day, if you plan on 
lighting your fireworks at night.

2022

County library hosts storytime
Two books will be read to small children at each of the 

Upshur County Library’s two weekly “Storytime” sessions in 
Gilmer Thursday (Dec. 29).

“Winter Dance” by Marion Dane Bauer, and “Bear’s Winter 
Party” by Deborah Hodge, will be presented at the 10 a.m. and 
4:15 p.m. gatherings, said library spokeswoman ari Dunn..

A craft will follow each Storytime, The library is at 702 W. 
Tyler (which is also Texas Hwy. 154.)

For more information, call the library at (903) 843-5001 or 
visit its website at www.youseemore.com/upshur.

Candlelight prayer vigil for Wilson set
A candlelight/prayer vigil for elly Dae Wilson is scheduled 

in downtown Gilmer Thursday, Jan. 5, on the 31st anniversary 
of the Gilmer teen-ager’s disappearance.

The event is set for 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in front of the 
WIC offi ce on the downtown square’s north side, said Lorrie 
Stanley of Tyler. The building housed the now-defunct NT  
video store when Wilson disappeared after leaving work there.

Wilson was a 17-year-old Gilmer High School student when 
she vanished on a Sunday evening.

The case attracted national attention in 1994 when eight sus-
pects were arrested in the case and charged with murder, but the 
state attorney general’s offi ce had the charges dismissed soon 
afterward. No further arrests have ever been made.
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Police Arrest Report

Police Activity Report
CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

12/18/22 ANIMAL CONTROL 20226304 0:12 EDDY EDDY

ALARM/OTHER 20226305 0:50 BRECO 605 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20226306 3:50 HWY 80 HWY 80

EMS 20226307 6:46 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226308 8:59 1010 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

ASSIST 20226309 9:14 1515 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226310 9:40 CANFIELD CANFIELD

MISCELLANEOUS 20226311 10:15 402 N LEE LEE DR

ASSIST 20226312 12:15 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20226313 12:23 POST OFFICE 101 N DEAN DEAN ST

ABANDONED 911 20226314 12:26 1515 MUSTANG MUSTANG DR

ALARM/OTHER 20226315 12:54 ACE HARDWARE 1620 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20226316 12:58 916 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20226317 13:35 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 20226318 13:59 314 N LEE LEE DR

CRIM TRESPASS 20226319 14:38 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

10-50 MINOR 20226320 15:41

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226321 17:40 HACKBERRY HACKBERRY

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226322 18:41 SUNSET SUNSET

MISCELLANEOUS 20226323 19:03 1302 S TYLER TYLER ST

FIRE DEPT 20226324 19:56 221 PR3477 PR3477

12/19/22 MISCELLANEOUS 20226325 1:55 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ABANDONED 911 20226326 4:34 401 W QUITMAN QUITMAN AVE

EMS 20226327 8:12 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 20226328 8:46 2100 SHELLCAMP SHELLCAMP

EMS 20226330 12:33 404 PINE RIDGE PINE RIDGE

ASSIST 20226331 13:05 1515 SHELLCAMP SHELLCAMP

MISCELLANEOUS 20226333 14:44 MCDONALDS 1100 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/18/2022, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/25/2022, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 12/26/2022

EMS 20226334 15:17 1515 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP

EMS 20226335 18:29 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 20226336 19:56 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20226337 20:55 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

12/20/22 EMS 20226338 7:26 S TYLER TYLER ST

FIRE DEPT 20226339 9:55 1311 N WHATLEY WHATLEY

ALARM/OTHER 20226341 10:47 708 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226343 12:08 701 N RODEO RODEO ST

ASSIST 20226344 14:31 BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226345 15:52 205 HURLEY HURLEY

ABANDONED 911 20226346 16:00 59 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS

THEFT 20226347 16:47 FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226348 17:35 1108 N OLIVE OLIVE ST

EMS 20226349 18:36 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ASSIST 20226350 18:58 2105 ROSEMARY ROSEMARY

ASSIST 20226351 19:28 24541 HWY 271 HWY 271

BURGLARY/HABITATION 20226352 20:13 2101 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20226353 20:40 22 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

FALSE 9-1-1 20226354 22:30 2000 GARMON LANE LOT 17 GARMON LANE LOT 17

MISCELLANEOUS 20226355 22:59 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

12/21/22 BURGLARY/HABITATION 20226357 1:13 707 N HOLLY HOLLY ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20226358 1:40 321 EDDY EDDY

MISCELLANEOUS 20226359 2:27 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20226361 11:40 2723 COBY COBY

10-50 MINOR 20226362 12:23 S TYLER TYLER ST

ALARM/OTHER 20226363 14:02 GAY AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 100 W GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20226365 16:57 ANTIQUE CAPITAL RV PARK 500 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ASSIST 20226366 19:30 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ABANDONED 911 20226367 20:08 505 N FERRY FERRY ST

ASSIST 20226368 20:20 HWY 80 HWY 80

RECKLESS DRIVING 20226369 20:32 HWY 135 HWY 135

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20226370 20:53 CANFIELD CANFIELD

EMS 20226371 21:26 1508 N DAISEY DAISEY ST

12/22/22 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20226372 2:25 FERGUSON PARK 1500 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

ABANDONED 911 20226373 6:10 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20226374 6:18 600 TENERY TENERY

ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1

12/25/22 12/25/22 12:00 HILL, DANIEL BRASWELL W M WARRANT (LOCAL) 511 S. TYLER ST

12/25/22 12:00 HILL, DANIEL BRASWELL W M ALTER CHANGE OR MUTILATE TRANSFER PAPERS 511 S. TYLER ST

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/18/2022, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/25/2022, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 12/26/2022

EMS 20226375 7:34 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20226376 7:44 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ALARM/OTHER 20226377 8:04 1107 N HALL HALL AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20226378 8:31 1200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20226379 12:25 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 20226380 13:15 598 BRIAR COVE BRIAR COVE

FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO 20226381 13:53 AMERICAN CANOPIES 1710 N MAIN MAIN ST

ALARM/OTHER 20226382 15:20 SHIPPS MARINE SERVICE 4120 HWY 80 HWY 80 E

ALARM/OTHER 20226383 16:04 1170 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226384 17:46 533 MELBA MELBA

ALARM/OTHER 20226385 18:53 409 MELBA MELBA

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226386 20:19 1107 HACKBERRY HACKBERRY

FIRE DEPT 20226387 21:01 WILLOW OAK WILLOW OAK

MISCELLANEOUS 20226388 21:20 108 MORGAN MORGAN RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20226389 21:32 LEE BUILDING 800 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20226390 22:09 200 HICKORY HICKORY

MISCELLANEOUS 20226391 23:42 321 EDDY EDDY

HARASSMENT 20226392 23:44 51 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

12/23/22 ALARM/OTHER 20226393 1:09 CHICKEN EXPRESS 1101 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ALARM/OTHER 20226395 4:03 LAMBERTS LIQUOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

ALARM/OTHER 20226396 6:18 MIKES MINI MART 1324 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226397 7:20 593 BRIARWOOD BRIARWOOD

ABANDONED VEHICLE 20226398 7:39 350 ALLISON ALLISON

ASSIST 20226399 8:02 1406 SPRUCE SPRUCE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226400 8:44 1211 N CULVER CULVER

EMS 20226401 10:01 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20226402 11:19 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

ASSIST 20226403 11:40 1005 N RODEO RODEO ST

ASSIST 20226404 11:55 CENTER CENTER

ASSIST 20226405 12:13 2314 SHELLCAMP SHELLCAMP

ASSIST 20226406 12:18 1204 NORTH NORTH

ASSIST 20226407 12:57 2208 PINECREST PINECREST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226408 14:16 1303 NELWYN NELWYN

ASSIST 20226409 15:14 1716 W LAKE LAKE

MISCELLANEOUS 20226410 16:03 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

ASSIST 20226412 17:09 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20226413 20:03 202 HURLEY HURLEY

EMS 20226414 20:12 308 AMES AMES

ALARM/OTHER 20226415 21:20 212 MILLER MILLER

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226416 22:44 711 W QUITMAN QUITMAN

12/24/22 MISCELLANEOUS 20226417 7:35 716 MARTHA MARTHA

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226418 9:21 409 COTTON ST COTTON ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226419 9:34 712 W QUITMAN W QUITMAN

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226420 9:40 428 N MAIN N MAIN

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 20226421 10:06 ZIPS LIQUOR STORE 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226422 10:14 BODACIOUS BBQ 1105 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226423 10:46 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20226424 11:16 1905 CHESTNUT ST CHESTNUT ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226425 11:30 108 MORGAN ST MORGAN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20226426 12:25 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226427 12:58 1618 VESTA AVE VESTA AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226428 13:32 503 S TYLER S TYLER

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226429 13:59 1208 N RODEO N RODEO

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226430 14:34 310 N MAIN N MAIN

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226431 14:37 1208 N RODEO N RODEO

FIRE DEPT 20226432 15:12 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226434 16:07 HUGMAN KENT CLINIC 307 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20226435 16:08 905 NELWYN NELWYN

ASSIST 20226436 16:40 225 SAUNDERS SAUNDERS

ASSIST 20226437 16:41 1301 N RODEO RODEO

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226438 17:01 2324 GEORGE RICHY GEORGE RICHY

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20226439 17:08 605 N GARY GARY

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226440 17:13 2803 ELIJAH ELIJAH

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226441 17:27 1410 HUMBLE HUMBLE RD

ANIMAL CONTROL 20226442 18:02 2201 W GAY GAY

FIRE DEPT 20226443 18:04 520 MELBA MELBA

EMS 20226444 19:54 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226445 21:31 108 MORGAN MORGAN

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226446 21:58 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20226447 22:59 SEYMORE'S WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

WARRANT 20226448 23:46 511 TYLER TYLER

12/25/22 MISCELLANEOUS 20226449 0:23 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

Gladewater ISD is accepting bids for a 
Truck with the following specs:

Truck specs: Gladewater ISD Ag Dept: 
1 Ton Dual rear wheel with 8-foot box Diesel 
Engine
4-wheel drive 
B&W turnover gooseneck hitch
Crew cab 4 door Trailer brake controller
Blue tooth with apple car play
Power windows
Power door locks
Power mirrors
Cruise control

Bids will be accepted at the GISD Superinten-
dent’s office at 200 E. Broadway, Gladewater,
TX  75647 between January 3, 2023, until 
3 pm, Friday, January 6, 2023.Bids will be 
opened immediately following the bid closing 
at 3 pm, Friday, January 6,2023. The suc-
cessful bidder will be notified by phone, so it 
is necessary to include a phone
number with the bid.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application has been 
made with the Texas Alco-
holic Beverage Commis-
sion for a BQ PERMIT by 
Family Dollar Stores of 
Texas, LLC dba Family 
Dollar 32702 to be located 
11433 US Hwy 271 S, 
Gladewater, TX 75647 in 
Upshur County. Officers 
of said LLC are Peter Bar-
nett (President), Todd Lit-
tler (Senior Vice Presi-
dent), Roger Dean (Trea-
surer), John Mitchell, Jr. 
(Secretary), Jonathan El-
der (Vice President – Tax), 
Harry Spencer (Assistant 
Secretary).

There will be a public hearing before the City 
of Gladewater Planning & Zoning Commission 
on January 12, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. to consider 
a Specific Use Permit request for Wine and 
Malt Beverage Retailer Dealer’s On-Prem-
ise Permit (BG) at LTS 21 THRU 26 BLK 123 
WOOD HEIGHTS, more commonly known as 
1005 W. Upshur Avenue.

There will be a second public hearing held by 
the Gladewater City Council on January 19, 
2023, at 6:00 p.m.

All interested parties are invited to attend and 
participate in these public hearings. If you 
are unable to attend these meetings you may 
send written comments to Judy Van Houten, 
City Clerk, City of Gladewater, PO Box 1725, 
Gladewater, Texas 75647.

PUBLIC
HEARING

Gladewater ISD is beginning the referral process for 
Gifted/Talented (GT) services for the 2022-2023 school 
year.  We are Committed to providing challenging learn-
ing experiences for students with exceptional intellec-
tual and creative thinking abilities.  Anyone wishing to 
refer a student attending Gladewater ISD in Kindergar-
ten through 12th grade can pick up or request a copy 
of the referral form at their school office after January 
4, 2023.  This form must be returned to the school by 
January 27, 2023.  Those unable to go by the school 
office should call and request a form to be sent to them.

TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 25-31, 2022

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the 
best in Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, 
Schleicher, Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging 
exotics. South Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak 
counties - whitetail, hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val 
Verde – whitetail, javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate 
financing, 5% down.   www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 
800-876-9720. 

AUCTION
45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 
cattlemansale.com.

VACATIONS/TOURS
Costa Rica $995 – 9 Day Tour, with all meals, all 
hotels, all activities. Choose a guided tour in Costa Rica, 
Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. Caravan, fully guided 
tours since 1952. Caravan.com, 1-800-CARAVAN.

Bob’s Baseball Tours – DC Cherry Blossom Tour: 
Mar. 31-Apr. 4, 2023, home games at Washington 
Nationals, NY Yankees & Boston Red Sox. East Coast 
Tour: Aug. 18-27, 2023, home games at Yankees, Red 
Sox, Orioles, Phillies, Nationals, Mets & Little League 
World Series. Tours include sightseeing, motor coach 
transportation and hotels/game tickets. Call or Text 
507-217-1326.

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 
1-855-704-8579.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20226450 0:59 GOODWILL INDUSTRIES 1640 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20226451 1:09 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20226452 5:14 REGENCY INN AND SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226454 8:48 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226455 9:51 1505 IVY LEA IVY LEA

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226456 9:52 BERNICE BERNICE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226457 11:08 520 MELBA MELBA

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226458 11:41 905 NELWYN NELWYN

RECKLESS DRIVING 20226459 11:57 POINT PLEASANT POINT PLEASANT RD

ABANDONED 911 20226460 12:12 209 DR. MLK JR DR. MLK JR DR

EMS 20226461 12:58 17187 COUNTY LINE COUNTY LINE RD

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20226462 14:08 901 CANFIELD CANFIELD

RECKLESS DRIVING 20226463 14:34 BODACIOUS BBQ 1105 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

FIRE DEPT 20226464 15:31 LOCKER PLANT LOCKER PLANT

EMS 20226465 16:22 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20226466 18:02 2177 PHILLIP SPRINGS PHILLIP SPRINGS

MISCELLANEOUS 20226467 18:45 206 HURLY HURLY

ALARM/OTHER 20226468 20:11 1050 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

EMS 20226469 20:30 16515 CR 3110 CR 3110

MISCELLANEOUS 20226470 21:03 511 S TYLER TYLER

MISCELLANEOUS 20226471 21:19 BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20226472 23:08 3045 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR
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U n ion Grove recentl y  had 
a successful launch at W hite 
S ands and set a new school 
record of 1 5 , 4 00 ft+ !  

T h e  U n i o n  G r o v e  H i g h 
S chool R ocketry  P rogram be-
gan preparing in A ugust 2021  
for this launch.  S tudents had to 
research, test, and present infor-
mation to N A S A  in preparation 
for their launch.  S y stemsGo is 
an innovative high school rock-
etr y / aeroscience curriculum 
that uses proj ect-based learning 
to teach science, technology , 
engineering, and mathematics 
(S TEM ).  

S tudents develop skills in 
teamwork, problem-solving, 
and leadership.  This program 
also encourages careers in the 
engineering industries.  U nion 
Grove High S chool is one of ten 
schools in the state that partici-
pate in the Goddard program.  

These rockets have the capa-

bilit y  of pay loads of 1 00,000 
feet and are launched at W hite 
S ands M issile R ange.  

This y ear U nion Grove was 
one of four schools that were 
eligible to launch rockets at 
W hite S ands.  U nion Grove High 
S chool was the only  school to 
leave the rail on S aturday , J une 
25 th.  

The rocket climbed to 1 5 , 4 00’ 
before rolling over and return-
ing to the range ballistic.  This 
was a school record for U nion 
Grove !  I t  was recovered b y  
W hite S ands M issile R ange per-
sonnel by  digging it out and it 
was returned in one large piece 
and several smaller pieces.  

I t was a good day  for U nion 
Grove!  

C ongratulat ions to U GH S  
rocketry  students and the teach-
ers that make this program pos-
sible ;  Greg P ark and R honda 
B aker!  

Pictured avove is the Union Grove rocketry crew that launched at White Sands with what was 
left of the rocket after the launch.        Courtesy Photo

U nion G rov e R oc k et P rogram  soars to new  h eigh ts

GISD swears in 
new trustees,

approves budget

City council 
begins budget 

process Thursday

By Jim Bardwell
Two new Gladewater I S D trust-

ees - C hris Thompson, P lace 4 , 
and Danielle B udro, P lace 6 , were 
sworn in at last week’s special 
meeting.

B oth are serving in unexpired 
terms following the resignations 
of J on K eller and J amie R obertson.  

I n addition, trustee Garth C ock-
erell was elected secretary  of the 
board.

I n other business, the board held 
a public hearing to discuss the 
proposed budget for 2022-2023 , 
which drew no attendance to the 
8 :3 0 a. m.  meeting.

A fter hearing that the 2022-2023  
budget would be $ 1 9 ,7 1 0,8 3 9  for 
maintenance and operation and 
$ 1 , 7 5 8 , 3 6 0 for the interest and 
sinking fund, the board voted to 
approve the budget.

The tax rate will be discussed in 
A ugust.  B ut the proposed tax rate 
discussed last week was $ 1 . 3 9 8 7  
per $ 1 00 valuation.

The S chool board also revised 
the 2022-2023  District C alendar 
to include J uneteenth on J une 1 9 , 
2023 .

The following resignations were 
accepted: K elly  B erry , A ndee P o-
teet, K atrina Dews, K aly n B risby  
and C hristie Ernst.

A nd the following new hires 
approved included were: J ennifer 
K eller, K eira Ewald, Dalia M iles, 
J ohn B eard, B ry an B eaver, C hris-
tian B rown, M onecia P reston and 
Erin B eaver.

The Gladewater C ity  C ouncil 
is scheduled to meet Thursday  at 
6  p. m.  in C ity  Hall for a budget 
workshop.

The council is also hosting a 
public hearing regarding a specific 
use permit req uest for a wine and 
malt beverage permit (B G) at 1 6 03  
N .  M ain S treet.

F ollowing the public hearing a 
vote will be taken on the matter.

The council is expected to con-
sider a professional services agree-
ment between the C ity  of Glade-
water and D.  C hristian A llen, who 
handles much of the city ’s social 
media and information.

I f y ou are unable to attend the 
meeting, the Gladewater Mirror
livestreams the proceedings at its 
F acebook P age.  

Go to: https:/ / www. facebook.
com/ GladewaterM irror to view 
the meeting.

Team Louvier took 1st place in the Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual boat parade, sponsored by Austin 

ank. Parade Marshal AKA, Team Long, grabbed 2nd place, 
and Team Haley came in rd place in the boat parade, held 
prior to the fireworks display.

Photos by Chris Jones

By Phillip Williams
A  bare q uorom of U pshur 

C ounty  C ommissioners C ourt last 
Thursday  extended C ounty  J udge 
Todd Tefteller’s ban on outdoor 
burning until the court’s next 
scheduled meeting J uly  1 5 .

The three commissioners pres-
ent approved, without discussion, 
P recinct 1  C ommissioner Gene 
Dolle’s motion to prolong the ban 
until 6  p. m.  that day .  (The court 
normally  meets at 1 0 a. m.  and is 
expected to do so J uly  1 5 . ) 

Tefteller and P recinct 4  C om-
missioner J a y  W .  M iller were 
in A ustin to appear before the 
state government concerning the 
county ’s application for a grant to 
renovate the county  courthouse.  
P recinct 2 C ommissioner Dustin 
N icholson presided in the j udge’s 
absence, and P recinct 3  C om-
missioner M ichael A shley  also 
attended.

Tefteller issued the order, which 
does not apply  to incorporated cit-
ies in the county , J une 21 .  (S everal 
cities which are wholly  or partly  in 
the county , including Gladewater 
and Gilmer, have issued similar 
bans).  

The county ’s order does not ban 
fireworks, and allows exceptions 
for “burning activities related to 
public health and safety ,”  such 
as firefighter training, natural gas 
pipeline operations, harvesting 
agricultural crops, etc.

V iolating the order, triggered by  
hot, dry  weather, is a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine of up to $500.

I n other business Thursday , the 
court approved interlocal agree-
ments with five school districts 
for the sheriff’s office to provide 
protective school resource officers.

The schools include U nion 
Grove, Gilmer, U nion Hill, Ore 
C ity  and N ew Diana.

C ommissioners also approved 
an interlocal agreement under 
which S mith C ounty  will pay  
U pshur to house S mith inmates in 
the U pshur C ounty  J ail at Gilmer.

J ames Grunden, chief deputy  in 
the sheriff’s office’s jail division, 
told commissioners S mith will 
pay  $ 4 5  per day  per prisoner and 
all their medical costs.  S mith also 
agreed to pay  $ 20 per hour for a 
deputy  needing to stay  with any  
hospitaliz ed prisoner, he said.

I n another matter last week, the 
court approved pay ing $ 1 8 ,000 
more than C ounty  A uditor C on-
nie W illiams said was originally  
budgeted for the county  govern-
ment’s share of the U pshur C ounty  
A ppraisal District’s annual budget.

Burn ban 
extended 
to July 15
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i dfire ris  re ains 
high across state

As the nearly statewide drought shows no signs of abating, wildfire danger 
continues to spread across the state.  The C halk M ountain F ire in S omervell 
County and the 1148 Fire in Palo Pinto County caused local officials to urge 
residents to evacuate.  S everal lakefront homes were destroy ed around P os-
sum K ingdom L ake last week as a result of the 1 1 4 8  F ire, which involved 
4 5 7  acres and was about 5 0%  contained as of S unday , according to the Texas 
A & M  F orest S ervice.  

There were 16 active wildfires across the state, the largest being the Chalk 
M ountain F ire involving 6 ,7 05  acres.  I t was 1 0%  contained as of S unday .  A  
total of 21 5  counties in Texas now have burn bans in place.

Since Friday, Texas A&M Forest Service firefighters responded to 38 
new wildfires that burned approximately 1,458 acres. Suppression efforts 
continued on several carryover wildfires as well.

 The fire environment, characterized by critically to extremely dry vegeta-
tion and critical fire weather, will support wildfire activity this week. There 
are currently  21 5  counties with burn bans.

 Erin O’C onnor, P rogram S pecialist I I I  (L ead P I O) F orest R esource P ro-
tection, said “we have approximately 1,400 firefighters mobilized by Texas 
A&M Forest Service to respond to wildfires. This includes 300 Texas A&M 
Forest Service firefighters, 150 Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System 
(TIFMAS) firefighters and 912 out of state firefighters. This is in addition to 
the more than 1,800 fire departments across Texas that are responding locally 
to wildfire incidents across the state.”

For the record, the average annual pay for a Wildland Firefighter in Texas 
is $ 27 ,4 1 5  a y ear.  J ust in case y ou need a simple salary  calculator, that works 
out to be approximately $13.18 an hour. This is the equivalent of only $527/
week or $2,285/month.

Jennifer Balch, a wildfire ecologist at the University of Colorado in Boul-
der, has examined just how big a role people are playing in starting wildfires 
in the United States. Nationwide, humans are responsible for starting 84% 
of wildfires, according to a paper co-authored by Balch, published this past 
March in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. In California, 
the eastern United States, and the coastal Northwest, people are behind more 
than 90% of wildfires. And, by starting so many fires, humans are essentially 
lengthening the fire season, into times of the year when natural causes such 
as lightning don’t play a major role.

Arson, equipment fires and burning debris are among the most common 
ways for fires to start in lands managed by the U.S. Forest Service.

W hile smoldering cigarettes are one of the most common triggers of 
human-caused wildfires, the amount of fires caused by cigarettes has de-
creased over the past several y ears.

A  study  conducted in 201 4  investigated the decline of cigarette-caused 
wildfires and found that the number of fires declined by 90 percent since 1980.

The study  cited cigarette designs as one of the main contributing factors 
to the decline in cigarette-sparked wildfires. Cigarettes are made to avoid 
sparking fires if they are not put out properly.

By Jim Bardwell
A fter months of negotiations, 

the Gladewater Economic Devel-
opment C orporation has success-
fully  secured a new industry  for 
Gladewater.

 I mperial I ndustries, dba P M M  
P roducts, located in B oca R aton, 
F lorida, will be opening its S outh-
west plant at 1032 E. Commerce 
A ve.  in Gladewater in the coming 
months.

The company  plans to invest 
about $ 1 M  to the site in property  
and improvements with a minimum 
of 6  j obs and a 5 -y ear commitment.  
I n exchange, GEDC O is investing 
$ 7 5 ,000 in the proj ect.

 “GEDC O is proud that P M M  
P roducts has chosen Gladewa-
ter to be the homebase of their 
operations in the Southwest,” 
said GEDC O Executive Director 
M ichelle P almer.  “The GEDC O 
board has impressed me with their 
drive to be good stewards of tax 
pay er dollars.  This has shown 
in their diligence to learn about 
the project, analyze the data and 
patiently  negotiate to make the 
best investment.  The focus of this 
proj ect has alway s been what’s 
good for Gladewater.  I ’m so proud 
of the integrity  the GEDC O board 
exhibits in their efforts to grow our 
city .  I n partnering with P M M  they  
are bringing in a manufacturer that 
is invested in Gladewater citizens 
and its community.”

P remix-M arbletite (P M M ) was 
established in 1955 and oper-
ates  two manufacturing plants 
in F lorida.  They  are the oldest 
manufacturer of stucco, plaster 
pool and roof tile adhesive prod-
ucts in the Southeastern United 
S tates.  I ts  manufacturing facilities 
are located in P ompano B each and 
W inter S prings, F lorida;  and now 
in Gladewater.  These locations are 
geographically  positioned to allow 
PMM to efficiently produce and 
serve a broad product mix to its  
customers throughout the United 
S tates.

P M M  remains focused on devel-
oping and marketing products that 
provide the best value.  K eeping 
advanced installation compliance 
practices in mind, we strive to 
produce maintenance free, user and 
environmentally  friendly  products.

To assist P M M  and other local 
businesses in finding workers, 
GEDC O is teaming with W ork-
force S olutions East Texas to host 
a Gladewater J ob Expo A ugust 25  
from noon to 6  p. m.  at the Glade-
water F ormer S tudent B uilding.

F or more information on the 
j ob fair and to have y our company  
participate call K haleelah W aalee 
at 903-747-1333.

East Texas firefighters Chuck Weerts and Josh Bardwell  
have been fighting the wildfires in central and west Texas as 
Strike Team leaders. There are currently  active wild res 
across the state.

G E D C O  bringing 
F l orida p l aster 
comp any,  jobs 
to G l adewater

By Phillip Williams
A  state appeals court last Thursday  upheld eight life 

sentences which an Upshur County jury assessed Thomas 
A lan A uld in 2021  after convicting him of eight counts of 
indecency  with a child by  contact.

Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd announced 
in a news release F riday  that the S ixth C ourt of A ppeals in 
Texarkana affirmed the convictions for Auld, 38, of Gilmer. 
Byrd’s announcement came on the first anniversary of the 
verdict in 1 1 5 th District C ourt in Gilmer.

The child, who was 12 when she testified at trial, “de-
scribed abuse” Auld “committed against her when she was 
10 and 11,” Byrd wrote. “The defendant knew the victim 
and had access to her and time he was alone with her.”

A uld had previously  been sentenced to prison, so the 
prosecution “filed a motion to enhance punishment to a 
first degree felony level” (thus increasing the potential 
length of sentence), B y rd said.

J urors assessed a life sentence on each count “due to the 
egregious facts of this case, plus the prior criminal history  
of the defendant,” the district attorney added. Since 115th 

District Judge Dean Fowler “ordered the first two counts 
to be stacked (meaning they  are consecutive rather than 
concurrent), “this will ensure that this man will never 
leave prison,” Byrd continued.

A uld was charged with committing the eight offenses 
between March 2019 and August 2019, the prosecutor 
said M onday .  “The victim was very  brave to face him 
at trial and describe in detail what she went through,” 
B y rd had said in the press release.

James Grunden, chief deputy of the Upshur County 
J ail, said j ail records show A uld was arrested in Tar-
rant C ounty .

Gilmer attorney  M atthew P atton represented A uld at 
trial, but Longview lawyer Gina Bunn filed the appeal, 
the prosecutor said.  F irst A ssistant District A ttorney  
B arry  C lark W allace represented the state in the appeal 
although B y rd represented the prosecution at trial.

Byrd thanked jurors for their “hard work,” the Upshur 
County Sheriff’s Office and Northeast Texas Child 
A dvocacy  C enter for their involvement, and medical 
staff who testified.

Man’s 8 life sentences upheld 

By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater C ity  C ouncil hired a new city  treasurer at Thursday ’s  

monthly  meeting and approved several  special use permits for the retail 
sale of wine and beer.

M eghan Davis was hired to replace J uanita F ail, who recently  resigned 
to take a similar position for a non-profit organization.

The public hearings held and requests granted included:
l A specific use permit request for Wine and Beer Retailer’s off-premise 

P ermit at 8 07  S .  Ty ler S treet;
l  A specific use permit request for Wine and Malt Beverage Retailer’s 

Permit at 103 N. Main Street;
l A  variance to C ity  of Gladewater C ode of Ordinance § 5 . 05 . 1 20(8 ) - 

Connection to City System Required at 1207-1209 Vesta.
A public hearing regarding the demolition of structures located at: 408 

Sunset, 301 Dr. MLK Jr Dr, 1201 Nelwyn and 401 Paradise Hill. After 
reviewing photos of the dilapidated structures the council voted to pay  
for the homes to be torn down and the lots cleaned up.  The owners, who 

did not attend the public hearing will be billed for the expense and if they  
decline to reimburse the city  then a lien will be placed on the property .

The council also granted a blanket permit request for the GHS Class of 
1972 Car, Truck, and Motorcycle Show to be held on Saturday, August 
20, 2022, from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m.

A  resolution changing the name of the L ee P ublic L ibrary  to the L ee - 
B ardwell P ublic L ibrary  was granted and the council awarded a contract 
for B ond C ounsel services in connection with Texas W ater Development 
B oard (TW DB ) proj ect, awarded a contract for Engineering services in 
connection with TW DB  proj ect and  awarded a contract for F inancial 
A dvisory  services in connection with TW DB  proj ect.  A ll three proj ects 
are related to the city ’s ongoing water and sewer plant upgrades.  

The council approved an agreement between the C ity  of Gladewater and 
Gladewater Independent School District for the School Resource Officer 
Program, which calls for 2 on-campus officers. A thurd resource officer may 
be added, city officials said, adding the school pays the officers’ salaries.

The council also approved a Gladewater Economic Development 
C orporation proj ect which will bring a F lorida plaster company  to town.

 I mperial I ndustries, dba P M M  P roducts, located in B oca R aton, 
Florida, will be opening its US Southwest plant at 1032 E. Commerce 
A ve.  in Gladewater in the coming months.

The company  plans to invest about $ 1 M  to the site in property  and 
improvements with a minimum of 6  j obs and a 5 -y ear commitment.  I n 
exchange, GEDC O is investing $ 7 5 ,000 in the proj ect.

G l adewater council  hires new city treasurer

Thanks to Gladewater interim city manager Charlie Smith 
the year-old water leak at Loop 485 and US 80 is now fixed. 
The city’s ormer city manager told the Mirror TxDOT would 
not allow the city to fix the constant leak, because it is on a 
state highway. But after a call to TxDOT by Smith, city and 
TxDOT crews were fixing the leak Monday morning.

Photo by Christian Allen
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Debbie Wheeley won Best of Show at this year's Gladewater 
Oilfield car show with her 1963 Chevy C10. Chamber 
president Lois Reed made the presentation. The event was 
sponsored by the Gladewater Mirror, Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce and Guadalupe's Mexican Restaurant.

Tom Hopkins won the Gladewater Mirror’s est o  Show 
with his 1932 Ford Tudor. Gladewater Mirror publisher Jim 
Bardwell made the presentation. 

The Gladewater Bears squared off with Gilmer last Friday evening in a scrimmage at Jack V 
Murphy Stadium. Both teams used the game-like run through to fine tune their respective 
defenses and offenses prior to the start of the 2022 season. Gladewater travels to Canton 
Aug 19 for one more scrimmage with a 6:30 start before officially starting the season at 
home against Daingerfield on Aug 26.       Photo by Chris Jones

By Phillip Williams
The U pshur C ounty  Grand J ury  returned 1 5  indict-

ments, four of them sealed, and no-billed one case A ug 
4 , District A ttorney  B illy  B y rd announced last week.

Defendants, charges and bond information in the 
open indictments were as follows, Byrd’s office an-
nounced A ug.  9 :

Giovanni C astiglione, 5 1 , of W hite Oak, assault/
family  violence with previous conviction on J uly  2, 
$ 5 0,000 bond    

Dolora J anelle A rrington, 3 3 , of W hite Oak, harass-
ment of public servant last S ept.  5 , $ 1 0,000  

Travis A lan Hooks, 3 8 , of B ig S andy , charged in 
a single indictment with eight counts of aggravated 
sexual assault of a child on J an.  1 , 201 2.  A rrrested only  
J uly  1 3 , he remained in county  j ail at Gilmer under 
$ 5 00,000 bond.

B ry an J ulius A dams, 3 0, of Gilmer, deadly  conduct 
on J une 1 6 .  He was being held in county  j ail without 
bond.

Tony a L ee B reaux, 4 3 , of Gilmer, aggravated 
assault--threaten with deadly  weapon on J une 1 0, 2021 , 
$ 1 0,000 bond

M ickeal A nthony  F ord J r. , 29 , of Ty ler, aggravated as-
sault--threaten with deadly  weapon on A pril 3 , $ 25 ,000   

J acobe W ay ne Hightower, 3 2, of Gilmer, assault/
family  violence--occlusion on J une 1 2, $ 25 ,000

A manda M cDaniel J imerson, 4 4 , of Ore C ity , pos-
session of controlled substance (methamphetamine) 
on A pril 20, 2021 , $ 1 0,000  

Eliz abeth A nn Henry , 5 2, of Gilmer, possession of 
controlled substance (methamphetamine) in drug-
free z one on M ay  1 3 , 2021 , $ 25 ,000

J erry  Dean Hecht, 4 9 , of Gilmer, theft of prop-
erty  of the value of $ 3 0,000 or more but less than 
$ 1 5 0,000 on M arch 1 7 , 2021 , $ 25 ,000

K arri L y nnette Ty ler, 3 9 , of Gilmer, theft of prop-
erty  of the value of $ 3 0,000 or more but less than 
$ 1 5 0,000 on M arch 1 7 , 2021 .  A lthough bond was 
set at $ 25 ,000, she remained in county  j ail in Gilmer 
on other charges.   

I dentity  of any one charged in the sealed indict-
ments wasn’t released because no arrest had been 
made in those cases, said B y rd.  

His office said they included one each for aggra-
vated assault/ threaten with deadly  weapon, aggra-
vated robbery , burglary  of vehicle with two or more 
previous convictions, and a two-count indictment 
for fraudulent intent to obtain controlled substance.

The nature of the no-billed case wasn’t disclosed.

Upshur indictments handed down

County tax rate going down 1.6¢

City to set tax rate, budget Thursday

By Phillip Williams
U pshur C ounty  C ommissioners 

C ourt on M onday  unanimously  
proposed lowering the county  
property  tax rate by  1 . 6  cents--but 
C ounty  J udge Todd Tefteller ac-
knowledged that some taxpay ers 
may  actually  pay  more in taxes 
than last y ear.

That is because the U pshur 
C ounty  A ppraisal District hiked 
the overall taxable valuation of 
property  in the county .  The amount 
of taxes which property  owners 
will pay  is determined not only  by  
the new tax rate--which the court 
proposes at 5 9 . 9  cents per $ 1 00 
valuation--but by  the property ’s 
taxable valuation.

The new proposed rate would 
bring in more tax revenue to the 
county  than last y ear, but the 
increase isn’t enough under state 

law to allow a public election on 
approving it.

F riday ’s vote in Gilmer on the 
tax rate only  proposes and doesn’t 
finaliz e it.  The  court voted to 
schedule a S ept.  1 5  public hearing 
on the matter before voting on final 
approval.

C ommissioners also voted to 
hold a A ug.  3 1  public hearing on 
the proposed 2022-23  county  bud-
get, which contains a $ 5 ,000 pay  
raise for almost all county  elected 
officials and a $ 2,000 raise for 
almost all county  workers.

I n other business M onday , the 
court approved 1 6  election-day  
polling locations and early  voting 
arrangements for the N ov.  8  gen-
eral election.

Early  voting is scheduled at the 
Gilmer C ivic C enter rather than 
its usual past location, which was 

C ounty  Election A dministrator 
Lory Harle’s office in the down-
town Gilmer county  courthouse.  
Harle told the court M onday  that 
“I figure we’ll have a big (early) 
voter turnout” and “our office is 
j ust way  too small”  for it.

Tefteller said the county  will pay  
the city  of Gilmer $ 4 ,200 to utiliz e 
the center.  

C ivic center Director L isa L ong, 
who didn’t attend M onday ’s meet-
ing, said afterward that since the 
East Texas Y amboree A ssociation 
rents the facility  for the entire 
month of October, it must approve 
allowing the early  voting there, but 
that she expected approval.

Early  voting is scheduled daily , 
including weekends, from Oct.  
24 -N ov.  4 .  Hours are 7  a. m.  7  p. m.  
Oct.  24 -28 , 8  a. m.  to 5  p. m.  Oct.  

By Jim Bardwell
Gladewater M ay or S cott Owens said at a previous 

budget workshop the city  will be able to decrease its 
tax rate by  approximately  2 cents.  B ut with property  
values going up, taxpay ers will most likely  still be 
pay ing more.

This Thursday  night the council will hold a public 
hearing to hear the public’s views on the tax rate and 
budget, before taking action on the tax rate and the 
2022-23  budget.

Owens also has proposed an overall 3 -percent pay  
increase to all employ ees.  C ouncilmember B randy  
F lanagan said that in past conversations with depart-
ment heads they would like flexibility to award the 
pay  increases based on merit and not do an across-
the-board pay  increase.  

During the budget workshops councilmember 

M ichael W ebber asked about water rate tiers and/ or 
increases.  I nterim C ity  M anager C harlie S mith ex-
plained that to cure the current deficit the city needs to 
increase approximately  $ 2 for water and $ 2 for sewer 
per customer per month.  He further explained that one 
option would be to move money  from general fund to 
water/ sewer fund to cover easements and such.  

Thursday  night the council vote to increase water and 
sewer rates beginning October l, 2022.

I n other business Thursday  night, the council hold a 
public hearing regarding a req uest for a variance con-
nection to city  sy stem req uired at 1 7 1 4  N .  M ain S treet.

The council will also consider accepting the dedica-
tion of a utility  easement along the southern boundary  
of a tract of land at the corner of U . S .  8 0 and L oop 4 8 5  
thus resolving legal issues regarding Gladewater R etail 
P artners, L td.  V .  C ity  of Gladewater.  

Paul Schuler won the Guadalupe’s est o  Show with his 
1959  Chevy Truck. Chamber president Lois Reed made the 
presentation.

Henry eid won the Gladewater Chamber o  Commerce’s  
Best of Show with his 1939  Diamond T. Chamber president 
Lois Reed made the presentation.

Others winners include:
B ud M ahaf f ey –  1 9 5 5  C hev y
M ik e A ngl in –  1 9 4 9  C hev y S p orts C oup e
L arry &  B etty H odges –  1 9 6 6  C hev .  C hev el l e
H enry &  V ick i P harr –  1 9 6 5  C hev y N ov a
K en J ones –  1 9 5 5  C hev y H ardtop
R ichard &  L inda B est –  1 9 3 7  F ord S l antback
B ryan T ip p it –  1 9 8 5  M az da R X 7
R aymond S argent –  1 9 5 7  P ontiac
N eil  K inn –  1 9 7 1  O l ds C utl ass
S andra K inn –  1 9 6 5  P ontiac L emans
J ames K irk l and –  1 9 3 2  F ord S edan D el iv ery
R ex  C rossl ey –  1 9 7 9  C hrysl er 3 0 0
L awrence H arp er –  1 9 5 6  C hev y C onv ertibl e
L arry B arnes –  1 9 4 1  O l dsmobil e
D av id G reen –  F ord C rown
G eral d R oe –  1 9 5 6  C hev y B el A ir
J ohn D eishl er –  1 9 3 0  F ord

C huck  J ones –  1 9 7 2  C hev el l e
T erry H al l  –  1 9 5 5  C hev y S edan D el iv ery
F arrel l  A l ex ander –  1 9 5 1  C hev y D el ux e P ol ice 
G eorge T hornhil l  –  1 9 5 4  B el A ir
P aul  G arrison –  1 9 6 5  C hev y S ububan
L inda &  R ichard B el t –  1 9 3 9  C hev y T ruck
T homas Y oungbl ood –  1 9 6 9  C hev y C - 1 0
D ewayne P ul l en –  1 9 4 0  F ord T ruck
Israel  G al indo –  1 9 4 9  F - 1  F ord
A nthony M inyard –  1 9 7 0  C hev y C - 1 0  S tep side
J eremy P il grim –  1 9 2 9  F ord R oadster
J immy V ance –  1 9 2 7  F ord R oadster
J ames R ussel l  –  1 9 4 7  International  T ruck
D av id S al e –  1 9 4 1  International  R atrod
A ngel a P ahnk a –  2 0 2 1  J eep  W rangl er
S hel l y Z ea –  2 0 1 8  J eep  W rangl er S p ort
T ina C oop er –  2 0 1 4  J eep  R ubicon

Continued on Page 3
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Texas C omptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cit-
ies, counties, transit sys tems and special purpose taxing districts $1.03 
billion in local sales tax allocations for J uly , 15.3 percent more than in 
J uly 2021. These allocations are based on sales made in M ay by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly .

Gladewater continued to post strong growth - recording its 1 1 th 
month in a row of positive sales tax numbers. Gladewater’s sales tax 
revenue was 3.3- percent above last ye ar’s numbers for this time of ye ar - 
$ 1 06 ,5 27 . 6 8  compared to $ 1 03 ,04 5 . 9 1  in 2021 .  F or the y ear, Gladewater 
sets at 1 1.33- percent ahead of 2021 numbers - $775,544.91 compared 
to $696,602.05.

L ocal  sal es tax  rev enue remains strong

Last week Luke Kimbrough turned over the Gladewater 
Rotary Club presidency to newly-elected Rotary Club 
President Darren Richardson.

Photo by Darla Ferguson

Wildfi res are unpredictable and there is no way to 
anticipate the severity  with which they  burn or the im-
pact they  will have to communities.  I n some instances, 
wildfi res cause minimal damage, eliminating vegeta-
tive competition and helping to improve the conditions 
of ecosystems. Some wildfi res, however, can cause 
extensive damage to an area where rehabilitation and 
additional efforts to prevent and mitigate any future 
problems is requi red.

Firefi ghters take measures to repair damages and 
minimiz e the environmental impacts resulting from 

Dallam Sherman Hansford Ochiltree Lipscomb

Hartley Moore Hutchinson Roberts Hemphill

Oldham Potter Carson Gray Wheeler

Deaf Smith Randall Armstrong Donley Collingsworth

Parmer Castro Swisher Briscoe Hall Childress

Hardeman

WilbargerCottle
Foard Wichita

Clay Red RiverMontague Lamar
GraysonCooke Fannin

Van Zandt
Kaufman Harrison

Gregg
Smith

Andrews
EllisHood

Martin
Johnson

Howard Mitchell Nolan Taylor Callahan Eastland
Erath Panola

Rusk
Navarro

Somervell

Hill
ComancheEl Paso Bosque Cherokee

Hudspeth

Winkler Ector

Culberson

AndersonMidland Glasscock
Sterling

Reeves

CokeLoving Runnels Coleman Brown
Shelby

FreestoneHamilton Nacogdoches

McLennan

Kimble

Terrell
Montgomery

Travis
Hardin

Lee
LibertyBlancoGillespie

Bastrop
Washington

Hays

Orange

Val Verde Edwards
Kerr

W
aller

Jefferson
HarrisFayetteKendall Austin

Real CaldwellComal
Colorado

Chambers
Bandera

Guadalupe Fort Bend
GonzalesBexar

Medina
Galveston

Wharton
Brazoria

Lavaca
Kinney Uvalde

Wilson DeWitt
Jackson

MatagordaAtascosa Karnes VictoriaMaverick Zavala Frio
Goliad

Live Oak

Calhoun
BeeMcMullen

Dimmit La Salle Refugio

Aransas

Webb

San Patricio

Bailey Lamb Hale Floyd Motley

Cochran Hockley Lubbock

Jim
Wells

Duval
Nueces

Kleberg

Jim HoggZapata Kenedy
Brooks

Starr
Hidalgo

Willacy

Cameron

Henderson

Knox ArcherBaylor Bowie
Delta

Jack
Titus

FranklinHuntWise Denton

M
orris

HopkinsCollinKent Stonewall CassHaskell
Throckmorton

Young
Camp

Wood
Gaines

RainsRockwall

Palo Pinto

Parker DallasTarrantDawson Borden Scurry

Marion
Upshur

Fisher Jones Shackelford
Stephens

Limestone
San

AugustineWard MillsTom Green Coryell SabineCrane
LeonUpton Reagan

Houston
AngelinaConchoIrion Falls

McCulloch San Saba Lampasas Trinity

Pecos

RobertsonBell

New
ton

JasperPolk
Jeff Davis

Tyler
Madison

Crockett
Milam Walker

Schleicher Menard Burnet
Brazos San

Jacinto
Mason Llano Williamson

Grimes

Presidio

Burleson

Brewster

Sutton

Crosby Dickens King

Yoakum Terry Lynn Garza

OUTDOOR BURN BANS
Ju ly 1 2 ,  2 0 2 2

C o u n t i e s  w i t h  E s t a b l i s h e d
B u r n  B a n s

C o u n t i e s  w i t h o u t  E s t a b l i s h e d
B u r n  B a n s

County burn ban orders are established by county judges
and/or county commissioners' courts. Texas A&M Forest
Service is not responsible for establishing or removing

burning bans. Texas A&M Forest Service is updating and
displaying this information daily as a public service.

D I S C L A I M E R

F o r  m o r e  i n fo rm a t i o n  p l e a s e  co n ta c t  yo u r
l o c a l  co u n ty  ju d g e ' s  o ffi ce  o r  co u n ty  web s i te .

Em a i l  u p d a tes  to :
b u r n b an @tfs . tam u . ed u

R E D  F L AG  WARN I N G S :  www.wea th e r . g ov
Ad d i t i o n a l  m a p  fo rm a t s  a va i l a b l e  a t  h t tp s : / /t fsweb . t am u . e d u /B u r n b a n s /

Counties with Burn Bans:
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FIRE DANGER: Get help after the fi re
fi re suppression activities. This work typically consists 
of repairing containment lines and knocking down 
berms constructed by hand or mechaniz ed equi pment 
and repairing roadway s and trails as well as any  staging 
areas, safety z ones or drop points built and utiliz ed by 
fi re crews during response. The goal of suppression 
damage repairs is to stabiliz e the area and return it to 
as close to its natural state as possible.

 If you need assistance after a wildfi re with fi re 
suppression damages or burned trees and vegetation, 
please send an email to postfi rerehab tfs.tamu.edu.

White Oak Volunteer Fire Department was dispatched with  
Clarksville City - Warren City Volunteer Fire Department for 
a reported woods fire in the area of Green St. Units arrived 
on scene to find approximately 1.5 acres burning. Heavy 
smoke could be seen in the area due to large amounts of 
trash and other various types of debris on fire. Texas A&M 
Forest Service and  Gladewater Fire Department were called 
to assist as well. Great work by all who responded. The 
temperature was around 104 degrees.

Did you know 50% of all wildfi res in Texas come from 2 human 
causes…D ebris burning &  Equi pment use.

Debris burning includes burn barrels, brush piles, bonfi res, and the 
small piles of lawn debris in people’s backya rds. This is also the type  of 
burning that is primarily restricted when burn bans are put in place by 
county gove rnments. 

Equi pment use is a much broader category , and sometimes more dif-
fi cult to understand. Any fi re that is started by something mechanical is 
considered equi pment use. This can include dragging tow chains on a 
trailer, wheel bearings overheating, mowing and shredding activities, 
parking or idling over dry grass, failed spark arresters on equi pment, 
overheated or malfunctioning hay baling equi pment, and even welding. 
J ust to name a few of the most common equi pment causes.

During the current drought conditions, please be mindful of all outdoor 
activities that could potentially create a spark and a wildfi re, and obey 
local burn bans that have been put in place to protect us all.

Fire prevention needed

C larksville C ity  posted a 27 . 6 4 -percent increase over 2021  - $ 8 ,25 1 . 28  
compared to $6,464.26.

I n J une, state sales tax revenue totaled $ 3 . 6 8  billion, 1 6 . 4  percent more 
than in J une 2021. The maj ority of J une sales tax revenue is based on 
sales made in M ay a nd remitted to the agency i n J une.

“State sales tax collections surged in June, outpacing infl ation, with 
strong growth in receipts from all maj or economic sectors,”  Hegar said.

“The strongest growth was in sectors driven primarily by business 
spending, with receipts from the mining sector nearly doubling collec-
tions from last y ear, and with receipts from the manufacturing, wholesale 
trade and construction sectors also up sharply .

E .  M ountain
man gets two 
l if e sentences

By Phillip Williams
A judge sentenced Nichlous 

C ole W illiams to two concurrent 
life sentences last week when he 
pleaded guilty  to murdering his 
grandfather and a woman in East 
M ountain last ye ar.

W illiams, 21, of East M ountain, 
was sentenced J uly  7  by  1 1 5 th Dis-
trict J udge Dean F owler in Gilmer, 
said Upshur County District Attor-
ney B illy B yr d in a news release.

The defendant admitted the F eb. 
7, 2021 shootings of Denene S u-
sanne M osely , 53, of P alm C oast, 
F la. , and L eonard F aris Gibson, 6 6 , 
at Gibson’s East M ountain home, 
said B yr d.  

The district attorney  gave this 
account of the slayi ngs and subse-
que nt events:

W illiams had been at his grand-
father’s residence watching the 
S uper B owl when “an argument 
occurred”  around halftime, result-
ing in the defendant taking a .380 
caliber pistol from Gibson and 
shooting him, B yr d said.

W illiams then turned the “pistol 
to”  M osely  “and shot her inside 
the home, chasing her into the 
bedroom. ”  He then left, crossed 
the street to a neighbor’s residence, 
informed the neighbor what he had 
done, and gave him the pistol.

U pshur C ounty  sheriff’s deputies 
arrived and investigated. W illiams 
was arrrested that day .  

Byrd’s offi ce said that since more 
than one person was slain, W il-
liams was indicted on two counts of 
capital murder, for which the only  
punishments in Texas are life im-
prisonment without parole or lethal 
inj ection. He was allowed to plead 
to the lesser charges of murder, 
however, in exchange for accepting 
two life terms, the offi ce said.

B y rd represented the state at sen-
tencing. L ongview attorney K evin 
S ettles represented W illiams, who 
waived his right to appeal, the 
prosecutor wrote.

Byrd said the sheriff’s offi ce’s 
investigators “deserve much credit 
for this resolution”  of the matter, 
which “brings fi nal closure for the 
families”  affected.

By Phillip Williams
U pshur C ounty  C ommissioners C ourt is expected to vote on a proposed 

$5,000 annual pay raise for court members and almost all other county 
elected offi cials Friday.

That is among 17 items on the agenda (counting the invocation and 
adj ournment) for the public 1 0 a. m.  meeting on the U pshur C ounty  
Courthouse’s third fl oor in Gilmer. The  court is also to consider some 
action on the county  budget, and extending or ending the rural outdoor 
burn ban which is set to expire at 6 p.m . F riday .

I n other business, the court is scheduled to consider approving mileage 
reimbursements to commissioners when they  use “their personal vehicles 
to check, inspect roads and visit with citiz ens about complaints.”

The court will also consider reducing the number of temporary R oad 
and B ridge Department workers, funded by  a federal grant, from 1 2 to six.

C ommissioners want raise

By Phillip Williams
1 1 5 th District J udge Dean F owler sentenced two men to lengthy  prison 

terms in Gilmer on M onday after they pleaded guilty to unrelated felony 
charges.

R oland C harles Grabowski, 44, of Dallas, drew 45 ye ars for failure 
to register as a sex offender. He was sentenced as a “repeat and habitual 
felony of fender,”  B yr d wrote.

Thomas B oyd M urrell, 36, of B ig S andy , received concurrent 20-ye ar 
terms for two counts of solicitation of a minor younge r than 14 ye ars of 
age. He pleaded guilty four days  before sentencing in a case where he 
had wrongly t hought he was communicating with a minor online.

T wo sentences handed down
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Texas C omptroller Glenn Hegar 
is reminding shoppers they  can 
save money  on clothes and school 
supplies during the state’s sales tax 
holiday  on F riday , S aturday  and 
S unday , A ug.  5 -7 .

S tate law exempts sales tax on 
qualified items  such as clothing, 
footwear, school supplies and back-
packs  priced below $100, saving 
shoppers about $8 on every $100 
they  spend.  The dates of the sales tax 
holiday  and list of tax-exempt items 
are set by  the Texas L egislature.

“M ost Texans won’t hear the 
back-to-school bell for another 
month, but it’s never too early  to take 
advantage of the opportunity  to save 
money  on every thing from book 
bags to ballpoint pens,”  Hegar said.  
“With inflation driving prices higher 
on j ust about every thing, this sales 
tax holiday  provides Texas families 
some small relief managing the costs 
associated with kids heading back to 
the classroom.  A s the father of three 
school-aged children my self, I  know 
how these expenses can add up. ”

The C omptroller’s office esti-
mates that shoppers will save $112 
million in state and local sales tax 
during this sales tax holiday .

A pparel and school supplies that 
may  be purchased tax-free are listed 
on the C omptroller’s website at Tex-
asTaxHoliday . org.

During the annual sales tax holi-
day , q ualify ing items can be pur-
chased tax free online or by  tele-
phone, mail, custom order or any  
other means (including in-store 
purchases) when either:
l  the item is both delivered to, 

and paid for by , the customer during 
the exemption period;  or,
l  the customer orders and pay s 

for the item, and the seller accepts 
the order during the exemption pe-
riod for immediate shipment, even if 
delivery  is made after the exemption 
period ends.

Texas Sales 
Tax Holiday 
is Aug. 5-7

By Phillip Williams
U pshur C ounty  C ommissioners 

C ourt on F riday  again extended the 
rural outdoor burning ban until 6  
p.m. Aug. 15.

C ounty  J udge Todd Tefteller 
instituted the ban in J une due to 
hot, dry  conditions before the court 
extended it.  V iolations are a misde-
meanor punishable by  a maximum 
$500 fine.

The ban doesn’t apply  inside 
incorporated cities, but Gilmer 
and at least some other towns in 
the county  recently  instituted their 
own such temporary  restrictions.

The county ’s ban say s “present 
circumstances”  in at least part of 
the county ’s rural areas “create a 
public haz ard that would be exac-
erbated by  outdoor burning. ”

The text of the order say s either 
the Texas A & M  F orest S ervice or 
the court can end the prohibition 
before the Aug. 15 expiration time. 
The ban also makes exceptions for 
state-authoriz ed “activities related 
to public health and safety ,”  such 
as firefighter training and planting 
agricultural crops.

R honda B igham told the court at 
its meeting in Gilmer that someone 
living near her has done outdoor 
burning during the ban several 
times, and that she has called the 
sheriff’s office each time. 

S heriff L arry  W ebb asked her to 
talk to him, and said his deputies 
give tickets to violators who show 
“blatant disregard”  for the ban.

Burn bans
extended

Retired Union Grove ISD Ag teacher Garry Boyd was recently formally recognized and inducted into 
the Texas Ag Teachers Hall of Fame at the ATAT conference down in Corpus Christi. What an incred-
ible and deserving honor or a living legend. Mr. oyd’s in luence is wide spread and highly revered 
by all those that he came into contact with. The UG Ag. building bears his name and now his legacy of 
excellence and passion for his students has been solidified forever in the Hall of Fame. 

A U S TI N  –  A s millions of Texas children head back to 
school, the Texas Department of Transportation is reminding 
drivers to stay  focused and drive safe in and around school 
z ones and bus stops.  This includes adhering to a new Texas 
law that req uires drivers to stop and y ield to pedestrians in 
crosswalks.

Every one has a responsibility  to keep children safe on their 
way  to and from school.  TxDOT offers these safety  tips for 
drivers, parents and students:

Tips for Driving in School Zones
l Be aware that traffic patterns around schools may have 

changed since the last school y ear.
l S tay  alert and put y our phone away .  U sing a handheld 

electronic device while driving in an active school z one is 
against the law.
l A lway s obey  school z one speed limit signs.  R emember, 

traffic fines increase in school zones.
l Drop off and pick up y our children in y our school’s 

designated areas, not the middle of the street.
l K eep an ey e on children gathered at bus stops.

“Be Safe. Drive Smart.” campaign offers safety tips as new school year starts

l W atch for children who might dart across the street or 
between vehicles.

Tips for Sharing the Road with School Buses
l F ollow at a safe distance, keeping in mind that school 

buses make freq uent stops.
l A lway s remain alert for children around buses and re-

member that they  may  not alway s look for vehicles before 
crossing the street.

l Stop for flashing red lights or a stop sign on a school 
bus, regardless of which direction y ou’re headed.  C ontinue 
your trip once the bus has moved, the flashing lights stop 
flashing or the bus driver signals it’s okay to pass.
l Violations can lead to a fine of up to $1,250 for a first 

offense.

Tips for Walking or Biking to School
l A lway s use sidewalks.  I f there’s not a sidewalk, walk 

on the left side of the street facing traffic.
l C ross the street at intersections or marked crosswalks.  

L ook left, right and left again before proceeding.
l A lway s obey  crossing guards.
l M ake ey e contact with drivers before crossing the 

street.  N ever assume a driver sees y ou.
l Look for traffic when stepping off a bus or from behind 

parked vehicles.
l A lway s wear a helmet when riding a bicy cle.
l Don’t be distracted by  electronic devices that take y our 

ey es and ears off the road.
l Follow all traffic rules, signs and signals.     

Upshur among 
courthouses to 
get restoration 

state grants
The Texas Historical C ommis-

sion has announced $22.5 million 
in grants to five counties to aid 
in preservation and restoration of 
their historic courthouses.  F our 
of the counties  Hall, Kimble, 
Upshur and Wise  received 
construction grants for full restora-
tion.  C omanche C ounty  received a 
planning grant that will be used to 
prepare for a future full restoration.

“W e are thrilled to partner with 
these communities on these criti-
cal historic preservation proj ects,”  
said THC  Executive Director M ark 
W olfe.  

“Their dedication to their histor-
ic courthouses will pay  economic 
and q uality  of life dividends for 
decades. ”  

Throughout the state, 104 coun-
ties have received grants from the 
THC program, with $350 million 
allotted to fund the full restoration 
of 78 courthouses and smaller 
grants to assist with planning and 
emergency  needs given to another 
26 counties.

The Dog Days of Summer
King the NewsHound has ound his place this summer and it isn’t at the o ice and patrolling the downtown streets o  Gladewater. The 
fan at the end of the couch at home suits him just fine for now, at least until the temperature drops well below the century mark. 

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Gladewater Mirror publisher 
Jim Bardwell, 143rd president 
of the Texas Press Associa-
tion, passes the ceremonial 
gavel to Galveston Daily 
News publisher Leonard 
Woolsey at last week’s TPA 
Summer Convention and 
Trade Show held in San Mar-
cos.
The Mirror won first place in 
Advertising, Editorial and 
Special Section in its weekly 
category at the annual Better 
Newspaper Contest. The Mir-
ror placed second in Sweep-
stakes. 
In addition, Jim and Suzanne 
Bardwell placed 2nd in Fea-
ture Photography, Suzanne 
placed 2nd in Column Writ-
ing, and Jim placed 2nd in 
News Photography.  
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City lowers tax 
rate, raises water, 

sewer rates
Gladewater property  taxes won’t be going up after 

the council chose last week to actually  lower prop-
erty  taxes by  about 2 cents.  B ut that doesn’t mean 
all property  owners will be pay ing less taxes since 
some property  appraisals have increased.

This y ear’s tax rate is $ 0. 7 3 9 09 1 / $ 1 00.  The no-
new-revenue tax rate would I mpose the same amount 
of taxes as last y ear if y ou compare properties taxed 
in both y ears.  

A ccording to the city ’s legal notice published in 
this week’s issue, “I n most cases, the voter-approval 
tax rate is the highest tax rate a taxing unit can adopt 
without holding an election.  I n each case, these rates 
are calculated by  dividing the total amount of taxes 
by  the current taxable value with adj ustments as 
req uired by  state law. ”

N o one chose to speak or ask q uestions at the public 
hearing held last week prior to the vote.

W hile the tax rate was lowered, the city  council 
adopted an ordinance to raise water and sewer rates.  
The new rates become effective October 1 , 2022.  The 
city  is hiking rates $ 1 . 25 / month on water and $ 1 . 25 /
month on sewer.  The increase is intended to offset a 
defi cit, city offi cials explained.

The new combined $ 7  million city  budget, which 
the tax rate of $ 0. 7 3 9 09 1 / $ 1 00 will pay  for, calls 
for a 3 -percent raise across the board and allows for 
$ 200,000 for street improvements.

T E A  2 0 2 2  
accountabil ity 

ratings rel eased
The Texas Education A gency  

last week released the first A -F  
school accountability  ratings for 
the fi rst time since 2019, due to two 
y ears of the C OV I D-1 9  pandemic.  
The results show some improve-
ment in grades, with 3 9 6  districts, 
or 3 3 . 1 % , receiving an A  rating.  
That was up from 3 01  getting the 
top grade in 201 9 .  

C onversely , 1 6  districts got a 
failing grade, up from 1 4  in 201 9 .  
A mong individual campuses, 
2,3 5 6 , or 27 . 9 % , received the top 
grade, up from 1 ,7 5 0 in 201 9 .  The 
number of campuses that received 
an F  totaled 1 8 8 , less than half the 
4 02 schools that failed the account-
ability  ratings in 201 9 .  The ratings 
are based on three domains: student 
achievement, school progress, and 
closing the gaps.

Gladewater I S D scored a “B ”  
overall.  Districts or schools earn 
a “B ”  ( 8 0 – 8 9 ) for recogniz ed 
performance when they  serve 
many  students well, encouraging 
high academic achievement and/
or appropriate academic growth 
for most students.  N ote - GI S D 
is 7 5 . 7 %  economically  disadvan-
taged.

How GI S D campuses performed:
G l adewater H S  G rade 9  -  G rade 1 2        C
G l adewater M S  G rade 6  -  G rade 8          B
G l adewater P riE arl y E d -  G rade 1            C
W el don E l em G rade 2  -  G rade 5              C

S chool accountability  ratings 
also measure how much students 
are learning in each grade and 
whether or not they  are ready  for 
the next grade.  I t also shows how 
well a school or district prepares 
their students for success after high 
school in college, the workforce, or 
the military .

I nterested in working?
Today  may  be y our lucky  day .  

The Gladewater J ob Expo is going 
on today  at the Gladewater F ormer 
S tudents’ B uilding located on Hen-
drix S treet, behind the rodeo arena.

A mong the many  businesses 
scheduled to be on hand taking 
applications from noon to 6  p. m.  
will be P M M  P roducts out of 
F lorida, which is setting up shop in 
Gladewater in the coming months.  
They  are looking for batch baggers, 
forklift operators, customer service 
and maintenance personnel.

A lso on hand will be the fol-
lowing:

L egend Oaks Health C are look-
ing for C N A , N urses

Gladewater ISD looking to fi ll 
various openings

C hristus Trinity  C linic hoping 
to fi ll various healthcare positions

B ill Dickason C hevrolet-B uick 
looking for sales associate and 
service technician

S ey mour Q uick S top looking for 
store managers, assistant manag-
ers, cashiers and stockers

B rookshires is looking for ca-
shiers, and a courtesy  and deli clerk

Express P rofessionals will be 
looking to fi ll various openings

C ity  of Gladewater needs a pub-
lic works meter reader

Upshur County is looking to fi ll 
various openings

W orkforce S olutions East Texas 
needs someone for community  
organiz ation

Truman W .  S mith C hildren’s 
C enter is looking for nurses and 
C N A ’s

F amily  Dollar needs cashiers
P iz z a Hut is looking for drivers
M cDonald’s is looking to hire 

crew members
Gladewater P olice Dept is look-

ing for offi cers
Gladewater F ire Dept V is look-

ing to fi ll various openings

Need a job?

Texas C omptroller Glenn Hegar announced recently  sent cities, coun-
ties, transit sy stems and special purpose taxing districts $ 1 . 2 billion in 
local sales tax allocations for A ugust, 1 0. 8  percent more than in A ugust 
2021 .

These allocations are based on sales made in J une by  businesses that 
report tax monthly  and on sales made in A pril, M ay  and J une by  q uar-
terly fi lers.

A nd for the 1 3 th-month-in-a-row Gladewater posted positive growth - 
this time posting 21 . 9 1 -percent above last y ear’s sales tax revenue numers 
for the same reporting period.  F or the y ear Gladewater s 1 2. 9 2-percent 

ahead of last y ear.
W hite Oak slipped 1 0. 27 -percenr, but remained well ahead of last 

y ear - 3 0. 6 0 percent.  Gilmer also slipped - 2. 7 1 -percent, but is above 
2021  numbers by  1 0. 04 -percent.

“J uly  state sales tax collections showed continued vigorous growth 
from non-retail sectors,”  Hegar said.  “The sharpest increase from a y ear 
ago was once again in receipts from oil and gas mining, but receipts from 
the construction, manufacturing and wholesale trade sectors were also up 
by  double digits for the eighth consecutive month.  R eceipts from retail 
trade and restaurants increased at a moderate pace. ”

Gladewater’s sales tax revenue continues to grow
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East Texas High S chool F ootball season begins this F riday  for the Gladewater B ears 
who will host the Daingerfi eld Tigers at home at Jack V. Murphy Stadium at 7:30 p.m..

The B ears are coming off a 2021  season which saw them go 9 -3  and a perfect 6 -0 
in district play  winning their second straight 3 -A  Division 1  R egion 6  title and mak-
ing it to the third round of the play offs before losing to M ount V ernon.  This season 
plans to be another great season as the B ears are once again favorites in their district 
to pull of a three-peat.  

“This team I  feel can win another district title”  said C oach L ouvier.  “W e bring back 
a lot on both sides of the ball.  W e do break in a new q uarterback in K y ron L ewis, but 
I  feel he will lead this team very  well. ”

Up the road in Union Grove, the Lions are ready to put last year’s fi nish behind them 
and do battle in District 1 0-2A  where B eckville is seen as the team to beat once again.

U nion Grove stumbled to a 1 -8  season record and a 1 -5  mark in district, but the 
return of seven offensive and eight defensive starters should bolster hopes of better 
things to come in 2022.  Q uarterback C ooper V estal will direct the L ions attack, with 
help coming from running back David B ranscom and wide receiver J udson George.

New Head Coach Bobby Chadwick will benefi t from standout defensive play from 
linebacker Blake Moore, who was a defi nite force on that side of the ball.

The L ions will kick off the 2022 season when they  travel to B ishop Gorman F riday  
at 7 :3 0 p. m.

C hec k out al l  the footbal l  and vol l eybal l  
sc hedul es and team photos

By Phillip Williams
A  j ury  in Gilmer sentenced M atthew C allie M cC oy  to a collective total 

of 1 25  y ears in prison recently  after convicting him of eight counts of 
indecency  with a child under the age of 1 4 , said U pshur C ounty  District 
A ttorney  B illy  B y rd.

M cC oy , 4 8 , of Gilmer, was convicted and sentenced A ug.  1 0 in 1 1 5 th 
District C ourt,  B y rd said in a news release.  The prosecutor disclosed 
neither the child’s name nor gender for its protection, say ing the y oungster 
was related to the defendant.

Judge Dean Fowler “stacked the sentences in the fi rst four counts,” 
meaning M cC oy  won’t be eligible for parole until he is in his early  
eighties  since the crimes were “an aggravated offense under the law,”  
the prosecutor wrote.

The child, who had j ust turned 1 0 y ears old, “made an outcry  of abuse”  
to its mother S ept.  1 2, 201 8 , and the offenses were alleged to have oc-
curred on different dates, he added.

The child testifi ed at trial that it had been “physically abused, and 
threatened to be killed if they  told,”  wrote B y rd, who prosecuted the 
case.

The y oungster had told its mother it was “afraid of the family  member 
because he had been abusing them by  touching their private area,”  he 
added.  The mother went to Gilmer police, who investigated the case.

S he, a counselor, and other witnesses who “helped to corroborate the 
child’s statement” testifi ed for the prosecution at trial, said Byrd. McCoy, 
represented by  L ongview attorney  B randt Thorson, used the defense he 
did not commit the alleged acts, the district attorney  added.

J urors deliberated an hour and a half on the verdict and an hour on the 
sentence, said B y rd, who said he req uested the maximum sentence while 
the defense sought the minimum term of two y ears.  M cC oy  had moved 
here from S ulphur, L a. , B y rd noted.

“W e are extremely  thankful to our citiz ens that served on the j ury , and 
worked hard to see j ustice was done,”  the prosecutor wrote.

Man gets 125-year prison sentence

By Phillip Williams
District 5  S tate R ep.  C ole Hefner told a “town 

hall”  meeting outside Gilmer last Thursday  night 
that action on property  taxes will be at the “top of 
the list”  of priorities for next y ear’s session of the 
Texas L egislature.

Hefner (R -M ount P leasant) told an audience of 
about 25  at the rural B arbwire Halo C owboy  C hurch 
that his goal is lowering such taxes as he hears far 
more about them than any  other issue.  “P roperty  tax 
is gonna be (a) big”  issue, he added, predicting a push 
to do something “substantive”  about them.

Rep. Hefner holds 
town hall meeting

Continued on Page 4
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 Triple-digit temperatures are 
forecast throughout the week for 
N orth and East Texas, with tem-
peratures on W ednesday  climbing 
to near-record levels, according to 
the N ational W eather S ervice.  To 
help keep every one safe during this 
latest heatwave, the A merican R ed 
C ross is urging people to use cau-
tion and follow our heat safety  tips.

Extreme heat is the most danger-
ous ty pe of severe-weather event in 
the country .  A nnually , thousands 
of people suffer from heat related 
inj uries including heat cramps, heat 
exhaustion or heat strokes.  I ndivid-
uals should stay  hy drated, adhere to 
weather and heat advisories, seek 
out cooling centers if necessary  and 
make a plan to address heat-related 
emergencies.

“Given the ongoing extreme 
heat experienced in Texas, heat 
stress can occur q uickly .  W hile 
outdoors, people should drink 
plenty  of water and take breaks in 
shaded or air-conditioned areas,”  
said A riane Einecker, interim C EO, 
A merican R ed C ross N orth Texas 
R egion.  “Heat waves may  also 
cause power outages.  I f affected, 
residents should have a plan to go 
somewhere else with an air condi-
tioner to avoid the elements until 
power is restored. ”

HEAT SAFETY TIPS
l Hot cars can be deadly .  N ever 

leave children or pets in y our ve-
hicle.  The inside temperature of the 
car can q uickly  reach 1 20 degrees.
l S tay  hy drated by  drinking 

plenty of fluids. Avoid drinks with 
caffeine or alcohol.
l C heck on family , friends and 

neighbors who do not have air con-
ditioning, who spend much of their 
time alone or who are more likely  
to be affected by  the heat.
l I f y ou don’t have air condi-

tioning, seek relief from the heat 
during the warmest part of the day  
in places like schools, libraries, 
theaters, malls, etc.
l A void extreme temperature 

changes.
lWear loose-fitting, lightweight, 

light-colored clothing.  A void dark 
colors because they  absorb the 
sun’s ray s.
l S low down, stay  indoors and 

avoid strenuous exercise during the 
hottest part of the day .
l P ostpone outdoor games and 

activities.
l U se a buddy  sy stem when 

working in excessive heat.  Take fre-
q uent breaks if working outdoors.
l C heck on animals freq uently  

to ensure that they  are not suffering 
from the heat.  M ake sure they  have 
plenty  of cool water and shade.

SYMPTOMS OF HEAT 
EMERGENCIES

Heat-related sy mptoms can in-
clude:
l Cool, moist, pale or flushed 

skin
l Heavy  sweating
l Headache
l N ausea or vomiting
lDiz z iness or loss of conscious-

ness
l W eakness

WHAT TO DO
I f y ou see someone suffering 

from heat stress, follow these steps:
l I f losing consciousness or 

vomiting, immediately  call 9 -1 -1
l R elocate to an air conditioned 

or shaded area
l S lowly  drink cool water
l A pply  ice or cold towels to 

head, neck, groin, wrists, ankles 
and underarms  

DOWNLOAD RED 
CROSS APPS

The R ed C ross app “Emergency ”  
can help keep y ou and y our loved 
ones safe by  putting vital informa-
tion in y our hand.  Download it at 
redcross. org/ apps.

Red Cross provides 
tips for managing 

extreme triple-digit 
temperatures

By Phillip Williams
Three Gilmer attorneys filed a 

petition M onday  req uesting a court 
remove lame-duck U pshur C ounty  
District C lerk K aren B unn from 
office for gross incompetence.

David Griffith, Matthew Patton 
and B randon W inn, represented 
by  fellow Gilmer lawy er J oe W .  

N ewsom J r. , 
filed the law-
suit in 1 1 5 th 
District C ourt 
at Gilmer.

B u n n , 
whose 3  1 / 2 
y ears in of-
fice have been 
m a r k e d  b y  
controvers y , 

was defeated for re-election in the 
M arch 1  R epublican primary  by  
one of her former deputies, N icole 
Hernandez .  The embattled B unn 
was not immediately  available for 
comment M onday  on the lawsuit.  
filed fewer than 5 1/2 months be-
fore her term expires Dec.  3 1 .

Hernandez  is unopposed to suc-
ceed her in the N ovember general 
election.

I n the lawsuit, the plaintiffs al-
lege that Throughout the major-
ity of defendant s term of office, 
defendant failed or refused to be 
present in her office at the Upshur 
C ounty  J ustice C enter and ne-
glected her duties as district clerk.  
F urther, defendant delegated her 
duties to employees of the...office 
who were not properly  trained 
and did not have the req uisite 
knowledge to perform the tasks so 
delegated.

B unn acknowledged some time 
ago that she missed about 1 0 
months of work during her term 
after being inj ured in a fall in her 
office. She has said she has under-
gone multiple surgeries.

The suit charges she has failed 
to perform her duties as required  
and to train employees. . .in a 
manner consistent with the em-
ploy ees being able to perform their 
duties in an acceptable manner.

Within the past few months,  
the plantiffs continue, the Upshur 
C ounty  district clerk' s gross in-
competence has continued to 
degenerate.  They charge she has 
been unable  to perform numerous 
duties of her office.

They include  efficiently and 
effectively  processing filings, 
preparing basic citations, properly  
processing civil and criminal fil-
ings, timely  processing attorney ' s 
fees vouchers for criminal cases 
and other certain cases, properly  
processing criminal filings and 
warrant information,  and properly 
processing invoices for court ap-
pointed attorney s on civil and child 
protective service cases.    

The plaintiffs also charged B unn 
alleges to be a resident of Upshur 

C ounty .  .  . although such resi-
dency  is a q uestion and my stery  to 
plaintiffs, and one of many  other 
complaints  they have against her. 
They  cite a residence she purport-
edly  owns in L ongview, a city  in 
Gregg C ounty .

B esides criticiz ing B unn herself, 
the lawsuit alleges her office is 
in utter disarray.  The document 
says the office has been unable 
to adeq uately  maintain a staff that 
is prepared to handle filings  and 
115th District Court litigation filed 
in the county .

 Indeed, some of the most 
mundane and rudimentary  tasks 
req uired are done in the most inef-
ficient, negligent, and poorest level 
imaginable,  the plaintiffs charge.

To support those claims, Griffith, 
Patton and Winn attached affidavits 
from a former deputy in the office, 
Helana M arie (L ana) K rall, and 
A ssistant C ounty  A uditor L inda 

Local attorneys 
seek to remove 

district clerk

Progress is being made inside and outside the Lee-Bardwell Public Library, with a possible 
re-grand opening set for around September. Supply chain delays have caused the library 
project to take longer than expected, but it appears we are in the home stretch.
Friday morning a crew from East Texas Signs removed the old lettering on the building, 
which will provide space for the new name, which includes recognition to Suzanne Bardwell, 
who before being killed in a Jan. 7, 2022, car wreck worked tirelessly to save the library 
ollowing the 202  severe snowstorm. While the city had doubts as to the library’s salvation 

following major roof and flooding damage, Suzanne saw the need for a place where 
everyone could come for free and learn and receive help. Suzanne raised over $85,000 in 
grant monies to replaced damaged furnishing so insurance money and city funds could be 
used on structural concerns. She also obtained free expert design help from library 
professional at the University of North Texas, which helped create a modern library facility.
The new library will not only have paperback books but will be a multi-media center where 
citizens can make tele-help calls in private glass to their doctor or social security 
administration or Texas Employment Commission, as well as check out video and audio 
books. The new lettering - $7,500 - has been paid for by the Bardwell Family, with no tax 
dollars going to the name change. The Bardwell Family is also buying and donating six 
laptops in Suzanne’s name. Those laptops with oin eight other desktop computers, which 
were previously donated by Suzanne and Jim Bardwell at the Gladewater Mirror Newspaper
and the Gladewater Economic Development Corporation.   Photo by Jim Bardwell

Hot and dry conditions across the state of Texas will create high wildfire potential through 
the weekend. Today, the fire environment will support an increased potential for large 
wildfires that are resistant to control to occur near Wichita Falls, Fort Worth, Waco, Austin, 
San Antonio, San Angelo and Abilene. Portions of East Texas may be susceptible to large 
wildfires for areas near Athens, Tyler, Longview, Palestine and Huntsville.

The Gladewater C ity  C ouncil will meet Thursday  to 
conduct several public hearings –  two of which pertain 
to the retail sale of wine and beer.

The public hearings include:
l A specific use permit request for Wine and Beer 

R etailer’s off-premise P ermit at 8 07  S .  Ty ler S treet;
l  A specific use permit request for Wine and Malt 

B everage R etailer’s P ermit at 1 03  N .  M ain S treet;
l A  variance to C ity  of Gladewater C ode of Ordinance 

§ 5 . 05 . 1 20(8 ) - C onnection to C ity  S y stem R eq uired at 
1 207 -1 209  V esta;
l P ublic hearing regarding the demolition of struc-

tures located at: 4 08  S unset, 3 01  Dr.  M L K  J r Dr, 1 201  
N elwy n and 4 01  P aradise Hill.

I n other business the council is expected to:
l R eview the city ’s I nvestment R eport for q uarter 

ending J une 3 0, 2022
l R eview a blanket permit req uest for the GHS  C lass 

of 1 9 7 2 C ar, Truck, and M otorcy cle S how to be held 
on S aturday , A ugust 20, 2022, from 8  a. m.  until 3  p. m.
l C onsideration of a resolution changing the name 

of the L ee P ublic L ibrary  to the L ee - B ardwell P ublic 
L ibrary  
l C onsideration of a resolution for nomination(s) to 

the Texas M unicipal L eague I ntergovernmental R isk 
P ool 
l Consideration of Dedicatory Certificate and Resolu-

tion accepting the dedication of a utility  easement along 

B eer/ wine publ ic  hearing  on tap
the southern boundary  of a tract of land at the corner 
of U . S .  8 0 and L oop 4 8 5  thus resolving legal issues 
regarding Gladewater R etail P artners, L td.  V .  C ity  of 
Gladewater, et al. , C ause N umber 2022-4 1 9 -B , 1 24 th 
District C ourt, Gregg C ounty  
l C onsideration of awarding contract for B ond 

C ounsel services in connection with TW DB  proj ect 
l C onsideration of awarding contract for Engineer-

ing services in connection with TW DB  proj ect 
l C onsideration of awarding contract for F inancial 

A dvisory  services in connection with TW DB  proj ect 
l C onsideration of A greement between the C ity  

of Gladewater and Gladewater I ndependent S chool 
District for the School Resource Officer Program

The council is also scheduled meet with city  depart-
ment heads regarding 3rd quarter financials:

a) C ity  Hall/ F inance
b) C ode Enforcement
c) GEDC O
d) F ire Department
e) L ibrary
f) M unicipal C ourt
g) P olice Department
h) P ublic W orks/ S treets/ W ater / W astewater
The council is also slated to meet in executive 

session to discuss hiring a city  treasurer and review 
a Gladewater Economic Development C orporation 
proj ect.  A ny  action will me conducted in open session.

BUNN
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G irl s home to 
host p ubl ic 

hearing today

Yes! - You’re ready 
for some football!

By Tyler Sutton
As the calendar flips to August, that means only one 

thing in East Texas and that is the start of the High School 
Football season and that is exactly what is here for the 
Gladewater Bears.

Head Coach Jonny Louvier begins his second season 
as coach of the Bears (and first seasons as AD) who are 
coming off a 2021 season which saw them go 9-3 and a 
perfect 6-0 in district play winning their second straight 
3-A Division 1 Region 6 title and making it to the third 
round of the playoffs before losing to Mount Vernon. This 
season plans to be another great season as the Bears are 
once again favorites in their district to pull of a three peat. 

Coach Louvier said some of the players to keep an eye 
on this upcoming season include:

On the offensive side of the ball:
WR/DB- Kollin Lewis ( Who is a Texas State commit 

as a Defensive Back )
QB/DB- Kyron Wilson 
OL- Taylor Pickett
OL- Chance Mendez
RB/DL- G’Braylon Polley
And on the defensive side of the ball:
WR/DB-Kollin Lewis
DE/TE- Jobey Shico
DL/TE- Tra Sanders
FS/WR- Tyrone Maddox
SS/WR- Frank Sierra
QB/DB- Kyron Wilson
“This team I feel can win another district title” said 

Coach Louvier. “We bring back a lot on both sides of the 
ball.” “ We do break in a new quarterback in Kyron Lewis, 
but I feel he will lead this team very well. 

“We also feel the defensive will be good. It was get-
ting better as the season went on last season ‘’ mentioned 
Louvier.  All the mentioned above plus many more hope 
to help this very good and hopeful third straight district 
winning Bears team go even farther in the playoffs then 
last season third round club. The regular season begins 
Friday, August 26th at Jack V. Murphy Stadium at 7:30 
against the Dangerfield Tigers.

Now for a look at the rest of District 3-A Divi-
sion 1 Region 6:

Projected finish:
Gladewater Bears

Tatum Eagles
Sabine Cardinals

White Oak Roughnecks
Jefferson Bulldogs

Atlanta Rabbits
Projected Offensive MVP
Kollin Lewis-Gladewater

Projected Defensive MVP
Chance Fields-Tatum

                                                                  
Tatum Eagles: Tatum will once again be a 

playoff threat after coming off a very successful 
2021 season which saw them go 8-3 and 4-2 in 
district play and make the playoffs where the lost 
a heartbreaking game in Overtime to Pottsborro 
56-55 in the opening round of the playoffs. It 
will also be a new era as Whitney Keeling takes 
over as HC. Keeling comes to Tatum after a great 
run at Waskom. They will bring back a lot of fire 
power on both sides of the ball in 2022. SR QB/
DE Truitt Anthony will battle JR Cole Watson for 
the job at QB. They will bring back play makers 
RB’s  Nick Calhoun and Rylan Freeman, WR’s 
Chance Fields and Cam’ron Redwine on offense. 
On the defensive side, Calhoun, Freeman, Fields 
and Redwine ( Who all play both ways ) will help 
lead a very stout defense

Atlanta Rabbits: 2021 was a season to forget 
for Atlanta faithful as the Rabbits went winless 
at 0-10 and 0-6 in district play. A combination of 
injuries and bad luck lasted all season . But 2022 is 
a new era as Tyler Morton begins his first season as 
not only the Rabbits new head coach but also their 
new AD. Morton comes to Atlanta from Arkansas 
High School in Texarkana. The Rabbits season 

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit 

of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested four suspects on 
felony charges in July, Sheriff 
Larry Webb said Thursday.

Details of cases the SIU handled, 
based on a report from sheriff’s 
Lt. Gary Shirley, were as follows, 
and all suspects were taken to the 
county jail in Gilmer unless other-
wise indicated, Webb said:

Karri L. Tyler, 39, of Gilmer, 
was arrested July 1 on an Upshur 
County warrant charging her with 
felony theft.  

The unit became aware she was 
at A.J.’s Fast Stop on North Main 
St. in Gladewater, where it found 
her.

On July 14, the SIU was working 
drug interdiction in the Rosewood 
community area when it stopped 
a vehicle at the intersection of 
Mimosa and Arrowwood Roads, 
resulting in the seizure of meth-
amphetamine.

No arrest was made because 
charges are being filed with District 
Attorney Billy Byrd’s office as “the 
investigation of this case is being 
continued,” said Webb.

His office’s K-9 drug-detecting 
dog, Marco, assisted in seizing 
about 1.7 grams of methamphet-
amine.

The SIU arrrested a man and 
woman on felony drug charges July 
19 after deputies with the office’s 
patrol division stopped the pair’s 
vehicle in Gilmer. Patrol deputies 
had contacted the unit to request 
assistance.

Willard Dallas Wayne Hawkins, 
40, of Gilmer, and Kala M. Wood-
worth, 32, of White Oak, were 
charged with possession of con-
trolled substance--less than one 
gram of methamphetamine. Wood-
worth was also charged with mis-
demeanor failure to idenify herself.

They were stopped at the in-
tersection of U.S. 271 and south 
Texas 155. Marco helped seize the 
methamphetamine.  

Donisha L. Lenoir, 38, of Diana, 
was arrested July 25 on a charge of 
possession of controlled substance-
-less than four grams of metham-
phetamine.

The SIU was working drug 
interdiction in the Ore City area 
when it stopped her in a vehicle 
at the intersection of U.S. 259 and 
Shamrock Road, and seized 1.3 
grams of the drug.

4 arrested 
by Upshur 
SIU team

Watering trees 
during the 

Texas drought
Over 99% of Texas is under 

drought conditions, creating nega-
tive impacts to our landscape  espe-
cially to trees. With no end in sight, 
how do we protect our trees under 
extreme heat and dry conditions? 

The most important thing you can 
do for your trees is water  which 
can be a challenge when trying to 
conserve the necessary resource. 

“We are starting to see widespread 
drought stress in trees across the 
state,” said Karl Flocke, Texas A&M 
Forest Service Woodland Ecologist. 
“At this point, we are even seeing 
some trees starting to die because 
of stress.”

Dying trees are generally in isolat-
ed pockets where the soil is dry and 
not holding much water, or in parts 
of the state where there has been an 
extended period without rain.

“Several different species are 
dying and declining rapidly,” said 
Flocke. “But generally, we are seeing 
the most drought-induced mortality 
on oaks, a few elm trees, hackberry 
trees and even some junipers.”

The best thing we can do to slow 
mortality rates in trees is water them, 
and consistently. Consistent water-
ing is crucial for trees because there 
is no water storage system within 
them. Most of the water taken up 
by trees is not held in the trees but 
instead is returned to the atmosphere 
in a process called transpiration.

“You think about a cactus and how 
it’s filled with water for later use,” 
said Flocke. “Trees are not like that; 
they are not filled with water. Trees 
are constantly getting water from 
the soil and releasing it back in the 
atmosphere through transpiration.”

Due to the lack of a water storage 
system within trees, they need water-
ing regularly to survive. 

As the drought continues, though, 
many counties, cities and water 
districts have begun putting water 
restrictions in place to conserve the 
precious resource. 

“When most of us turn on a hose, 
the water that comes out was either 
pumped from an underground aqui-
fer or it came from a surface source 
such as a lake,” said Flocke. “This 
resource is limited and is necessary 
to support the life of not only fish 
and wildlife, but humans as well.”

During extreme drought, using 
water in our landscape for trees 
and yards can reduce the amount of 
water available in aquifers, rivers 
and lakes.

“This same water is needed to 
sustain wildlife, grow food, cool 
power plants and fight wildfires,” 
said Flocke. 

So, how can you best take care of 
your trees while conserving water 
resources?

First, well-established trees that 
are not showing signs of heat stress 
do not need to be watered. Signs of 
stress to look for include dropping or 
wilting leaves, small or malformed 
leaves, yellowing of the leaves and 
browning tips of the leaves.  

Younger trees that have been 
planted in the landscape in the last 
few years, though, should be watered 
consistently.

Next, it’s important to prioritize 
the trees that you want to maintain 
in your landscape. Keeping shade 
trees alive that add incomparable 
value when it comes to lowering 
temperatures around your home 
should be the first priority.

“It’s important to prioritize keep-
ing a healthy tree canopy, espe-
cially around residential areas,” said 
Flocke. “Really, focusing on the 
trees that have significance to you 
for either shade, beauty or emotional 
meaning.”

In a typical summer, watering 
young trees with two to three gallons 
per inch of trunk diameter, two to 
three times per week is a good rule of 
thumb. However, make sure the soil 

Continued on Page 6

Hope Haven of East Texas will 
be opening up a foster care emer-
gency shelter in Gladewater this 
fall.

The shelter, Danielle’s Home of 
Hope, will have seven beds for girls 
ages 5-17 who have been removed 
from their homes or whose place-
ment has been disrupted and they 
need a temporary placement until 
a foster home or kinship placement 
can be found.

Danielle’s Home of Hope will 
be a 24-hour staffed emergency 
shelter. This program expansion is 
an integration with Hope Haven’s 
operations to be proactive in imme-
diate removal, to begin the process 
of healing and comfort. To learn 
more please visit Hope Haven of 
East Texas website.

A public hearing will be held, 
per regulation requirements, on 
Aug. 11 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. for 
any questions. The open house and 
dedication of the property will be 
Sunday Aug. 21 from 2 p.m.-4 p.m.

Photos by Jim Bardwell

Thursday, Sept. 1, 2022                             Vol. 94, No. 35                1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

  Gladewater
        Mirror
  Gladewater
        Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

By Tyler Sutton
On a beautiful night in Gladewater, the 2022 Highschool football season kicked off with a couple of 

East Texas powerhouse’s battling as the Gladewater Bears hosted the Dangerfield Tigers at Jack V.Murphy 
Bear stadium on Friday night. 

Both these teams are expected to be contenders for not only their district’s titles, but to go far in the 
high school playoffs. And if Friday night was an indication, expect that to happen

The game began as a defensive struggle as both teams where held scoreless in the first quarter. The 
Bears got on the board first after Gladewater’s Tyrone Maddox intercepted a Tiger’s pass. The Bears 
Kollin Lewis then burst free with a 77 yard run that set up the Bears deep inside the Tigers 20 yard line. 
One play later Lewis went untouched up the middle for a 11 yard touchdown run to break the stalemate 
and give Gladewater a 7-0 lead. The Bears had another drive late in the second quarter where they drove 
once again deep into Dangerfield territory but the Tigers Tookie Kelly recovered a Gladewater fumble at 
the 2 yard line to keep it a 7-0 Bears lead at the half.

The scoring picked up in the third quarter when Dangerfield quickly got on the board. The Tigers 
Amarion Simon-Jones hauled in a 52 yard catch they set them up in Bears territory and it was capped off 
with 6 yard touchdown run by D’co Wright. Dangerfield went for two and it was successful to give them 
a 8-7 lead. Then in what was the turning point of this contest, the Bears muffed the ensuing kickoff and it 
was recovered by Dangerfield and three plays later the Tigers cashed in with another touchdown run for 
Wright, this time a 15 yarder to give the Tigers a 14-7 lead as the two point conversion try was no good. 
The Bears got the ball back to start the fourth quarter and quickly got back into with a 2 yard Davaunte 
Powers touchdown run but the hold on the extra point try was bobbled and the try was no good leaving 
it a 14-13 Dangerfield lead. Both teams defense’s tightened up the rest of the quarter. The Bears had one 
last possession to try and win it, but a pass on 4th down was incomplete and Gladewater turned the ball 
over on downs. Allowing Dangerfield to take a few knees to run out the clock and secure the victory.

“I thought we played well enough to win “ said Bear Head Coach Jonny Louvier. “When two good 
teams play, it usually comes down to 2 to 3 plays that make the difference in a ball game. And those plays 
did not go our way this time.”

The Bears were lead by their do it all playmaker Kollin Lewis who had 18 carries for 149 yards and 1 
touchdown. Starting QB Kyron Wilson also had a good night on the ground with 7 carries for 45 yards. 
Senior Davaunte Powers had the other TD on the evening for the Bears. He finished with 8 carries for 
48 yards. 

The Bears will hit the road for the first time in this 2022 season this Friday night at Mount Vernon. 
Kickoff time is 7:30 at Don Meredith stadium. The Tigers beat Ford last Friday night 48-28. Makenzie  
McGill led the way with 259 yards of total offense and three TDs, while QB Braden Bennett threw for 
11/20 for 251 yards and four TDs.

Bears slip in opener against Tigers 14-13

The 2022 Union Grove Homecoming court was announced at this week’s Lions pep rally. 
The court includes: Junior duchess Faith Woodall, Sophomore duchess Meredith Morgan, 
Freshman duchess Natalie Woodard, and Senior queen candidates Gracie Winn, Chloe 
Staley, Sumeet Mattu, and Mackenzie Arden. This year’s Prince and Princess are Case 
Orms and Scarlett Edwards.                Photo by Kimber Smith

Drunk drivers 
caused 1,100 

traffic deaths in 
Texas last year

       
AUSTIN  Jessica says her 

mom used to say that the good 
die young. Tragically, that saying 
came true while her mom was 
teaching her how to drive and a 
drunk driver failed to yield, killing 
her instantly and sending Jessica 
to the hospital. Stories like this 
are part of the Texas Department 
of Transportation’s Drive Sober. 
No Regrets. campaign and the 
reason Texas law enforcement of-
ficers will increase their efforts to 
pull over motorists suspected of 
drunk driving August 19 through 
September 5.

On average, 1 person dies every 
7 hours and 57 minutes in Texas 
because of a DUI-alcohol related 
traffic crash. Last year, 1,100 
people were killed and 2,560 were 
seriously injured on Texas roads 
because someone chose to get 
behind the wheel after drinking.

“If you choose to celebrate the 
end of summer by drinking and 
driving, then know that police 
around the state will be on the 
lookout, will pull you over and 
arrest you,” said TxDOT Ex-
ecutive Director Marc Williams. 
“When you drink and drive, you 
put everyone else on the road at 
risk too. These crashes are 100% 
preventable and can have fatal and/
or serious physical, emotional and 
financial consequences.”

Leading up to Labor Day, Tx-
DOT is reminding everyone about 
the dangers of drunk driving. 
The campaign coincides with the 
national increased enforcement 
period sponsored by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration.

The Drive Sober. No Regrets. 
campaign is a key component 
of EndTheStreakT , a broader 
social media and word-of-mouth 
effort that encourages drivers to 
make safer choices while behind 
the wheel such as wearing a seat 
belt, driving the speed limit, never 
texting and driving and never driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol 
or other drugs. November 7, 2000, 
was the last deathless day on Texas 
roadways. EndTheStreakT  asks 
all Texans to commit to driving 
safely to help end the streak of 
daily deaths on Texas roadways.

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

last Thursday returned 22 indict-
ments, including eight which were 
sealed, and no-billed three cases, 
said District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Defendants, charges and bond 
information in the open indict-
ments returned in Gilmer were as 
follows, Byrd’s office reported:

Jaden Wayne McAlister, 20, of 
Gilmer, was charged in one indict-
ment with two counts of aggra-
vated assault--threaten with deadly 
weapon--and in another indictment 
with evading arrest/detention with 
vehicle, all last Oct. 23.

He made bonds of $50,000 on 
the two-count indictment and 
$25,000 on the evasion charge.

Jeannie Reann Creswell, 26, 
of Gilmer, evading arrest/deten-
tion with vehicle on July 2. She 
remained in county jail at Gilmer 
under $5,000 bond.

Michael Edward Pepper, 32, of 
Ore City, deadly conduct on May 
23, 2021. He made $5,000 bond.

Preston Drake White, 24, of 
Diana, retaliation on July 9, 2021. 
He made $3,500 bond.

Jeffrey Mark Headrick, 50, of 
Ore City, possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) 
on May 8, 2021. Bond was set at 
$50,000, but he was released to 
Marion County to face charges 
there.

Kamran Dashay Davis, 21, of 
Diana, theft of property of the 
value of $2,500 or more but less 
than $30,000 on April 30, 2020. 
He made $25,000 bond.

Lisa Dolyn Cox, 55, of Fort 
Worth, theft of property (of) less 
than $2,500 with two or more 
previous convictions on Aug. 21, 
2020. She made $10,000 bond

Sawyer ane Lacaze, 30, of 
Gilmer, theft of property (of) less 
than $2,500 with two or more 
previous convictions on Feb. 24, 
2020. A $5,000 bond was set, but 
he was released to Titus County to 
face charges there.

Charles Anthony Miller Jr., 27, 
of Mount Pleasant, assault/family 
violence with previous conviction 
on June 2. He remained in county 
jail under $35,000 bond.

Brian Everett McMorris, 45, of 
Gilmer, aggravated assault with 
deadly weapon on July 11. He 
made $35,000 bond.

Dale Alan Peck, 45, of Gilmer, 
assault/family violence--occlusion 
on June 16. He made $35,000 
bond.

Paul Edward Hart,  35, of 
Longview, assault/family vio-
lence--occlusion on June 20. He 
remained in county jail on other 
charges.

 (No amount of bond was listed 
on Hart’s new charge inasmuch as 
he was not specifically in jail for 
it, and District Clerk Karen Bunn’s 
office had, as of Monday, appar-
ently not sent a warrant to the jail 
to be served him on that charge.)

Kevin Dwayne Bryant, 33, of 
Gilmer, aggravated assault with 
deadly weapon on July 24. He 
remained in county jail under 
$75,000 bond.

Identity of anyone charged in the 
sealed indictments wasn’t revealed 
since no arrest had been made in 
those cases, said Byrd.

They included one each for 
assault on peace officer, robbery, 
tampering with oil/gas rigs, un-
authorized use of vehicle, theft of 
controlled substance of less than 
$150,000, injury to a child, a single 
indictment on one count each 
of “aggravated assault--threaten 
with deadly weapon” and deadly 
conduct, and a single indictment 
on two counts of harassment of 
public servant.

Indictments 
handed down 
by grand jury

The Gladewater City Council 
will meet Thursday at 6 p.m. at City 
Hall in special session to discuss 
and possibly take action on the 
following agenda items:
l  Consider approving the 

Gladewater Economic Develop-
ment Corporation budget for fiscal 
year 2023
l Consider approving Ordi-

nance O-22-03 to adopt and ap-
prove the City of Gladewater 
budget for fiscal year 2023
l Ratify the vote of Resolution 

R-22-14 to increase the property 
tax revenue reflected in the City’s 
fiscal year 2023 operating budget
l Consider approving Ordi-

nance O-22-04 to levy taxes for 
the use and support of the general 
government and for retirement of 
general obligation bonded indebt-
edness for fiscal year 2023

Gladewater City 
Council to hold 
special session

Observe firework safety for pets on New Year’s Eve
With 2022 coming to a close, family and friends may be 

eager to celebrate the new year with fireworks. Many pets, 
however, may not welcome the loud noises or bright lights 
that accompany the celebratory event.

 Because these festivities may be more than a nuisance for 
animals, Dr. Audrey Cook, a professor at the Texas A&M 
School of Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sciences, 
explains some dangers of using fireworks and solutions for 
keeping pets calm throughout the night.

 Many pet owners have witnessed their pets’ scared reac-
tions to the loud popping noises that occur when fireworks 
explode; these can be dangerous to pets, as dogs that are 
confined to a crate or small room may hurt themselves trying 

to escape the noise, explained Cook. Alternately, if dogs are 
not confined to a small space, they may run off or hide when 
frightened by the sounds.

 In addition, the chemicals that help the fireworks explode 
and produce the colors that we see can be left behind in the 
fireworks’ smoke, which, if inhaled, can irritate a pet’s airway.

 Cook pointed out, however, that the greatest danger do-it-
yourself firework displays pose to our pets occurs before and 
after the explosion.

 “The biggest danger is with direct contact, when a pet may 
chew an unlit firework, grab a lit one, or touch hot materials 
after detonation,” Cook said. “Those are pretty much the 
same concerns as you would have with small children and 

fireworks.”
 If fireworks are used to celebrate the new year, all of the 

firework debris should be picked up as soon as possible so 
that animals aren’t exposed to the chemicals that contaminate 
the waste material.

 Because there is no such thing as a safe firework when 
pets are around, Cook recommends owners leave their pets 
at home and go to a display organized by professionals to see 
fireworks for the new year.

 “Do-it-yourself fireworks are a danger to you, your fam-
ily, your pets, wild animals, and the environment,” Cook 
explained. “The best thing to do is keep fireworks well away 
from pets.”
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HOMECOMING 2022

By Tyler Sutton
Some night’s its just not your night and that was cer-

tainly the case Friday night for the Gladewater Bears as 
they were outmatched in every way by the Mount V ernon 
Tigers 62-7  at Don Meredith Field in Mount V ernon. The 
Tigers offense came quickly and often as they scored on 
their first three possessions and in an instant they were up 
21-0 in the 1st quarter as Mount V ernon’s Braden Bennett 
tossed two touchdown passes early in the opening uarter, 
one to Jaden Horton and one to Boogie Mitchell. The Tigers 
capped off the first uarter scoring with a 5 yard Dawson 
Witherspoon TD run.

Things did not get much better for the Bears as Mount 
ernon exploded for a 27 point uarter started when running 

back McKenzie McGill ran it un touched up the middle 
for a 5 yard TD run to give the Tigers a 28-0 lead early 
in the 2nd uarter. After the first of four Bears turnovers, it 
gave Mount ernon the ball with a short field an they took 
advantage of it as Bennett found Mitchell again this time 
for 43 yards for his second touchdown catch of the night 
and it gave the Tigers a commanding 35-0 lead. 

Mount V ernon quickly forced another Gladewater turn-
over and took advantage again as Bennett found Mitchell 
for a third time in the half for a 30 yard TD pass to give 
the Tigers a 41-0 lead. Mount V ernon forced yet another 
turnover as Lineback Cade Monroe picked off a Wilson 
pass that set the Tigers up at the Bears 2 yard line. Mount 

ernon capped off the 1st half scoring as Mcgill walked in 
from 2 yards out to give the Tigers a 48-0 lead at halftime.

The Bears got the ball to start the 2nd half but quickly 

as uarterback Bryson Wilson fumbled the snap 
and turned the ball over at their own 24 yard line 
leading the Tigers to a uick short field touchdown 
as Mcgill found the endzone again, this time an 8 
yard run to Mount ernon a 55-0 lead early in the 
3rd quarter. Bears Q B Bryson Wilson then threw 
an interception as Mount ernon’s Brylon Bolin 
picked off his pass and set up the Tigers once again 
in great field position and Mcgill ran it in for his 
3rd touchdown of the night, this a 8 yarder to give 
Mount V ernon a 62-0 lead. 

The Bears finally got on the board late in the 4th

uarter as after a deep 56 yard pass to Fernando 
Coronado, Kyron Wilson brought in a 28 yard 
TD pass to make it a 62-7 game and that was how 
it ended. It was a rough night on offense for the 
Bears as they only had 184 yards of total offense. 

B Bryson Woods was 5-14 for 110 yards and had 
2 interceptions. Davaunte Powers lead the way 
on the ground with 27 yards on 8 carries. Kollin 
Lewis had 3 catches for 54 yards

“ Some nights you just don’t have it “ said 
Bears Head Coach Jonny Louvier. “ I thought we 
had a very good gameplan tonight and they ust 
outplayed us in every aspect of the game. We will 
regroup and try and beat Spring Hill next week.”

The Bears hit the road for their second of three 
straight road games as the they make the short trip 
to Spring Hill on Sept. 9. Kickoff is set for 7 30 
p.m.. Spring Hill lost last week to Center 63-6.

Bears hope to rebound in Spring Hill

By Kimber Smith
Skydiver-delivery of the game ball. Flag-carrying mo-

torcyclists’ accompaniment to the band’s Star-Spangled 
Banner”. The crowning of golden ueen Sumeet Mattu. 

The entire community turned out to see the Lions defeat 
Cumby’s Tro ans with air in Friday’s homecoming game. 
Even nion Grove’s stadium namesake, oldest living alum, 
and former teacher, coach, and school board member Glyn 
ohnston made an appearance at the game. 

But at the end of the fourth uarter, the scoreboard read 
12-12, and Cumby won the first-possession ip. 

However, the Tro ans failed to score on their possession, 
and when the Lions took their chance, aden Chavers made 

it to the endzone. nion Grove won the night 18-
12, and the celebration continued with a post-game 
fireworks show. 

Chavers scored all three touchdowns and rushed 
a total of 17 4 yards for the night. Jace Roberts led 
the defense with 10 tackles, two interceptions, two 
caused-fumbles, and four pass de ections, and 
Kayden Day scored four sacks and two tackles, 
Carter Cooper added six tackles and one pass 
de ection, and Brayden Pirtle and Aric Warnick 
pitched in four tackles apiece. 

ext week, the Lions will face Cushing’s Bear-
kats at J.F. Whitaker Stadium. 

Lions clinch homecoming victory

Congratulations Sumeet Mattu - 2022 Union Grove High School Homecoming Queen. The 
Homecoming court consisted of: Junior duchess Faith Woodall, Sophomore duchess 
Meredith Morgan, Freshman duchess Natalie Woodard, and Senior queen candidates 
Gracie Winn, hloe Staley, Sumeet attu, and acken ie rden. This year’s Prince and 
Princess were ase rms and Scarlett Edwards.     Photo by hris ones

Arts & Crafts Fest on tap
Gladewater will host one of 

the largest September outdoor 
artistic events and festivals in East 
Texas Sept. 17-18 on the Broadway 
School Grounds, located at 200 E 
Broadway Ave.

Since 1973, arts, woodcrafts, 
handcrafts, ceramics, dolls, needle-
work, ewelry, clothing, homemade 
goodies from local non-profit 
organization and much more have 
been on display and available to 
buy. Sponsored by the Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce, the event 
runs from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday and  
features handcrafted items - only, 
and that’s what makes it so special.

For more information go to  
www.gladewaterartsandcrafts.com 
or call (903) 845-5501.

Gregg County Fair begins 
The 2022 Gregg County Fair, 

sponsored by the Longview 
aycees, begins Friday, Sept. 9 

and runs through Sept. 17 at the 
Longview Fairgrounds and Exhibit 
Building.

Carnival rides, great fair food 
and games await at this annual fam-
ily fun event.  Gate admission is 6, 
free for children 3-years-old and 
younger, senior citizens, military 
with proper identification. Arm-
bands 35 Sept. 9-11 and 16-17, 
30 Sept. 12-15. For for informa-

tion go to www.greggcountyfair.
com or call (903) 753-4478.

Education Foundation 
fundraiser Oct. 1 

The Education Foundation 
Gladewater (EFG) is pleased to 
announce its 2022 Grants for 
Teachers Fundraiser Event, Giddy 

p & Give 2022 will be held Oct. 
1 at the Tempest Golf Club.

 It will once again be a fun night 
of fundraising with dinner, music, 
and a live and silent auction. 

The EFG’s mission is to sup-
port innovation and creativity in 
the classroom by funding educa-
tional grants submitted by faculty 
and staff of Gladewater ISD. The 
teachers of our district strive to 
add innovative and engaging cur-
riculum to their classrooms, but 
budget constraints at times limit 
those possibilities.

By supporting Giddy p & Give 
2022, you can provide a much 
needed contribution to make those 
innovative ideas a dream come true 
for our teachers.

There are several ways to sup-
port this effort - sponsor a table, 
purchase individual tickets, or, 
donate an auction item.

Look inside this week’s newspa-
per for more details.

Cemetery meeting set
The Morris Cemetery Associa-

tion annual meeting is set for 7 p.m. 
next Thursday (Sept. 15) at the 
Watts R  Park clubhouse.

The clubhouse is at 2212 China-
berry Road, off south Texas 155 in 
the Pritchett community area.

For more information, contact 
Watts at 903-841-0329.

County-wide cleanup
The pshur County government 

will hold a free “County-Wide 
Cleanup” for county residents to 
dump certain items at the county-
owned rural pug mill Saturday, Oct. 
8, announced Precinct 3 County 
Commissioner Michael Ashley.

The event, at 1426 Cottonwood 
Road in Pritchett community, is 
set from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is only 
for households, not businesses, 
and only while dumpster space is 
available.

Residents are limited to one trip 
per truck or trailer combination, 
or two trips per car or sport utility 
vehicle. Y ou must show a voter reg-
istration card or vehicle registration 
to prove residency.

Gladewater’s ustin erner makes a flying tackle on Tiger  raden ennett in riday’s 
loss in ount ernon. The ears tra el to Spring Hill this riday. Photo by im ardwell

By Phillip Williams
pshur County Commissioners 

Court on Wednesday of last week 
scheduled a Sept. 15 public hearing 
on approving a potential increase in 
the county’s tax revenue.

The court, which held a public 
hearing on the county’s proposed 
budget, also voted to approve the 
tax rate and budget Sept. 15. Com-
missioners are scheduled to decide 
the same day whether to accept a 
state grant which would pay less 
than half the multi-million dollar 
cost of largely restoring the county 
courthouse to its original 1937 ap-
pearance.

Although the court is considering 
lowering the property tax rate from 
the current 61.5 cents per 100 valu-
tion to 59.9 cents, the pshur County 
Appraisal District raised taxable 
valuations enough that the county 
is pro ected to take in more revenue 
than last year. 

That means that although the tax 
rate itself might be reduced, at least 
some property owners might pay more 
than they did last year. The proposed 
revenue increase, however, isn’t large 
enough under state law to allow a 
public election on approving it.

During last week’s budget hearing, 
County Auditor Connie Williams 
said the proposed total 19.8 million 
budget for the 2022-23 fiscal year is 
$ 1.7   million higher than the current 
fiscal year’s, partly due to in ation. 
The new budget contains proposed 
pay raises of 5,000 for almost all 
elected officials and a 2,000 raise 
for all county employees.

The salary increases are sorely, 
sorely needed for the employees,” 
said Williams, an appointed official 
whose own salary is set by 115th 
District Judge Dean Fowler. As 
for the elected officials’ proposed 
pay hikes, she said ad acent Wood 
County is very similar” to pshur, 
and that nearly all Wood elected of-
ficials average 20,000 higher annual 
salaries than pshur.

Williams also said the additional 
tax revenue which the county is pro-
jected to receive from the heightened 
valuations would go not only for the 
raises, but for either the potential 
courthouse restoration pro ect or 
improving roads.

Precinct 4 Commissioner ay 
W. Miller, who voted at an earlier 
meeting for the 5,000 raises for 
himself and other elected officials, 
acknowledged he had said before-
hand he thought that amount was a 
“little bit high. But I didn’t want to 
hold it up” for the other 17 elected 
officials who would receive it, he 
added. (Only District Attorney Billy 
Byrd and Fowler, who are paid by 
the state, would not receive the raise. 
Fowler’s udgeship is elected by not 
only pshur, but Marion County 
voters.)

County udge Todd Tefteller, who 
originally proposed the 5,000 raise 
on the grounds that other comparable 
counties pay higher salaries, said at 
Thursday’s meeting that the elected 
officials’ combined new salaries 
would be less than 1/10 of 1%  of the 
total new budget.

Defending the proposed pay raise 
for county workers, Tefteller said 
their current salaries are “not a liv-
ing wage.”

Williams meantime said the pro-
posed budget contained no ma or 
reductions from the current fiscal 
year’s, but we saved money where 
we could in some areas.”

Also last Thursday, the court con-
tinued to discuss the Texas Historical 
Commission’s approval of a 5.2 
million grant for the potential court-
house pro ect, which Tefteller noted 
has been pro ected to cost 12.8 mil-
lion to about $ 14 million. The court 
indicated it had received favorable 
feedback to the pro ect, which Wil-
liams said would prevent additional 
funding for road and bridge work.

C om m issioners 
to set c ou nty  tax  

rate S ep t. 1 5
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By Tyler Sutton
It was a rough homecoming for the Gladewater Bears on Friday night 

as they were throttled by the visiting Gunter Tigers 59 -7  at Jack V . 
Murphy stadium. 

The Tigers got on the board 1:25 into the game when runningback 
Ashton Bennett found the endzone for a one-yard touchdown run and a 
7 -0 Gunter lead. After back-to-back sacks killed a Bear drive, a late hit 
on the punt return set the Tigers up at the Gladewater 18 yard line and 
Gunter took no time taking advantage of the short fi eld as Adam Reed 
took a option pass in for 3 yard score and a 14-0 Gunter lead. After 
Gladewater went for and failed on 4th down, the Tigers took over again 
in Gladewater territory but had to settle for Preston Tarpley fi eld goal 
and a 17 -0 Gunter lead. The Bears again went for it on 4th down by 
Kyron Wilson’s pass, which was intercepted by Gunter’s Cade Dodson 
who returned it to  the Bears 21 yard line. That set up an 8-yard TD run 
by Ethan Sloan and a 24-0 Tigers lead after one quarter.

The 2nd quarter was much the same as Bennett found the endzone 
again, this time from 3 yards and put Gunter up 31-0 midway through 
the 2nd quarter. Another Bears drive was ended with an interception as 
Wilson’s pass was picked off by Gunter’s Cannon Lemberg. The Bears 
then stepped on their own toes with a 15-yard unsportsmenlike penalty 
on a 3rd down that put Gunter again on the doorstep and they capped it 
off with 2-yard TD run by Mitchell Gage and a commanding 38-0 Tigers 
lead at the half.

The Bears fi nally showed signs of life when Wilson found Kollin Lewis 
for an 80-yard TD pass early in the 3rd quarter and cut the Gunter lead 
to 38-7 . But the Tigers put the game away quickly in the third. Gunter 
Q B Luke Dodd found the endzone on a 5-yard TD run to give the Tigers 
a 45-7  advantage. Then after forcing a Gladewater 3 and out, Tigers 
returner Colin Peacock returned a punt 30 yards for a touchdown and a 
52-7 Gunter lead. The Tigers would fi nd the endzone one last time in the 
4th quarter as runningback Kane Bolt scored and made it 59 -7  Gunter

“Just another one that got away quickly,” said Bears head coach Jonny 
Louvier. “Gunter is a very talented team who should go a long way in 
the playoffs. We get a clean slate with district play in two weeks and we 
have to take advantage of that.” 

The Bears have their bye week coming up this week. They will then 
kick off district play on the road in Tatum on Oct. 7 . Kickoff is at 7 :30 p.m.

Gunter spoils GHS 
Homecoming, 59-7

Deadline nears 
to register to 
vote Nov. 8

Eligible Texans have until Oct. 
11 to register to vote in the Nov. 
8 general election. The secre-
tary of state’s offi ce is running a 

oteReady” campaign to educate 
Texans about the ID requirements 
for voting in Texas, as well as ID 
requirements for those eligible to 
vote by mail.

“I want to ensure that all Texans 
are informed, prepared and ready 
to make their voices heard,” said 
Secretary John Scott.

The race for governor highlights 
the ballot, but voters have plenty 
of other choices to make down the 
ballot. For more information, go 
to votetexas.gov. Early voting runs 
from Oct. 24 to Nov. 4.

akayla Police is crowned Gladewater High School’s  
Homecoming ueen at riday’s game against Gunter. The 

ears fell to Gunter - .
Photo by Chris Jones

City-wide 
clean up Oct. 8

The Fall City-Wide Clean Up 
Day for Gladewater will be Oct. 
8, 8 a.m.-noon.

Gladewater residents may de-
posit bulky, household garbage and 
items into dumpsters located along 
E. Commerce St. in downtown 
Gladewater.  

Prohibited items include paint, 
shingles, batteries, chemicals, re-
frigeration items and commercial 
waste. These Items will not be 
accepted.

Gladewater’s Alerting System 
will be changing from Nixle to 
GENASY S, going live Oct 1. 

New registration has already 
started.

The city has been working on 
its new GENASY S system and is 
very excited to have this updated 
communication tool to better serve 
its city and residents.

Don’t miss out when the city 
makes the switch over to GENA-
SY S. The city is not able to move 
anyone over from Nixle, you will 
have to sign up for GENASY S. 

( https://bit.ly/gensign )
Y OU CAN SIGN UP NOW! ! !
Signup Portal is live at: https://

bit.ly/gensign
Our download our Gladewater 

Alerts App on iOS or Android.

New alert system 
begins Oct. 1

Alzheimer’s walk
The Alzheimer’s Association is 

inviting area residents to join the 
fi ght to end Alzheimer’s by par-
ticipating in the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation Walk to End Alzheimer’s®  
on Saturday, October 1 at 9  a.m. 
the Gregg County Courthouse in 
Longview.

More than 6 million Americans 
are living with Alzheimer’s disease 
–  a leading cause of death in the 
United States. Additionally, more 
than 11 million family members 
and friends provide care to people 
living with Alzheimer’s and other 
dementias. 

To register visit act.alz.org/
Longview.

PMM holds groundbreaking at new plant

Premix-Marbletite Co., Inc., also known as PMM Products, held its 
offi cial groundbreaking ceremony for its new manufacturing facility 
in Gladewater Tuesday morning.

The Gladewater Economic Development Corporation assisted PMM 
in locating to Gladewater.

PMM has been planning this project for over three years. Phase I 

is targeted to begin production in early 2023.  
A subsidiary of Q EP Co., Inc, PMM Products is a leading manu-

facturer of decorative Pool Plaster, Premium Roof Tile Mortar and a 
complete line of Stucco products. Founded in 19 55 in Florida, PMM 
Products is one of the oldest plaster manufacturers and this new facil-

GE  and P  representati es were oined at Tuesday’s groundbreaking ceremony by state and federal 
representati es, as well as city and county officials in welcoming the lorida-based company to Gladewater.  
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By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Democratic 

Party has sent a resolution to the 
county commissioners court de-
fending County Election Adminis-
trator Lory Harle against what the 
party calls some citizens’ inference 
that she “has not protected the 
integrity of elections, and specifi-
cally the 2020 Presidential election 
in Upshur County.”

The resolution said “several 
citizens” recently made public 
information requests to Harle, 
“claiming that the voting equip-
ment used for the 2020 Presidential 
election was connected to the In-
ternet, that interference had taken 
place in the voting, and that there 
was a discrepancy” in the total 
number of votes cast as shown by 
the Texas secretary of state’s office, 
compared to the number canvassed 
by the commissioners.

“The claim that voting itself 
was connected to the Internet is 
simply a false claim, which is easy 
to prove,” the resolution says. The 
document says Texas law prohib-
its that, and that Harle “carefully 
implemented” that requirement.

It also commends here for pur-
chasing a certain type of voting 
machines, adding the “Democratic 
Party of Upshur County publicly 
supports” Harle.

Republican President Donald 
Trump overwhelmingly carried 
Upshur County in his losing bid for 
re-election to Demorat Joe Biden 
in 2020.

Upshur Democratic Chairman 
Winifred Jackson, who released the 
statement Sunday, also announced 
county Democrats will hold their 
monthly meeting at 6 p.m. Sept. 
26 at the V eterans of Foreign Wars 
Post No. 67 15, 1484 V FW Road 
just outside Gilmer.

Upshur Dems
defend elections

admin Harle
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FOWLER

By Phillip Williams
115th District Judge Dean Fowl-

er was arrested on a misdemeanor 
charge of driving while intoxicated 
after a “motor vehicle accident” on 
Texas 154 east of Gilmer Friday 

night, Upshur 
County Sher-
iff Larry Webb 
said.

F o w l e r , 
who presides 
i n  U p s h u r 
and  Mar ion 
Counties and 
was formerly 
Upshur Coun-

ty judge for 16 years, was arraigned 
by Upshur Precinct 2 Justice of 
the Peace Lyle Potter and released 
on $ 1,500 bond from county jail, 
Webb said in a press release Sat-
urday.

“I’m not gonna comment” on the 
charge, Fowler said Monday, but 
added that he intended to continue 
doing his job as usual and that he 
had retained Longview attorney 
David Moore to represent him.

Fowler, a Gilmerite who is 60 
and whose full name is Jerald 
Dean Fowler II, is in his first term 
as district judge. A Republican, 
he was elected to the post without 
opposition.

Webb said sheriff’s deputies and 
Texas Department of Public Safety 
troopers responded to the accident 
at 10:01 p.m. He also said the 
DPS was the primary investigating 
agency and referred requests for 
further information to its Mount 
Pleasant office.

District judge
charged with
DWI following
traffic accident

By Tyler Sutton
  The best way to tell how good a team you 

have is to see how they bounce back from 
adversity and on Friday night at Panther 
stadium in Spring Hill, the Gladewater Bears 
did just that with a dominating 47 -14 victory 
over the Panthers as the head coach Jonny 
Louvier returned to his former stomping 
ground and left with a huge win

The scoring started quickly after Glade-
water converted a 4th down play on their 
opening drive and running back Davaunte 
Powers hauled in a 15 yard catch from Q B 
Kyron Wilson. That set up Powers for his big 
night as he ran untouched 40 yards one play 
later for a TD and an early 6-0 lead for the 
Bears. Gladewater’s defense then stiffened 
up as after allowing a 4th down conversion 
from Spring Hill, the Panthers were stopped 
on 4th down and the Bears took over. It didn’t 
take Gladewater long to cash in on the short 
field as Powers broke free for 30 yards then 
Wilson found Kolin Lewis for 26 yards that 
set up Powers for his 2nd TD run of the half, 
this time from 9  yards and the Bears 2 point 
try was good for a 14-0 Gladewater lead. 
The Bears defense then showed up again as 
Lewis picked off a pass from Spring Hill’s 
Z ane Mason and again gave Gladewater a 
short field which led to Powers third touch-
down run of the half as he went in from 4 
yards to give Gladewater a 20-0 lead. After 

Spring Hill fumbled the ensuing kickoff 
and it was recovered by the Bears, Wil-
son finished off the short drive with a 1 
yard TD run to give Gladewater a 26-0 
halftime lead.

The second half began much like the 
first half did as the Bears uickly forced a 
Spring Hill three and out and just 2 plays 
later Wilson found Lewis for a deep bomb 
41-yard pass and he broke free to the 
house for a 34-0 Gladewater lead. That 
was the only offense of the 3rd as both 
teams then combined for 3 turnovers as 
Spring Hill had two fumbles and Glade-
water had an interception. The 4th quarter 
scoring began with Gladewater’s Kwame 
Gordon punching it in from 1 yard out to 
give the Bears a commanding 41-0 lead. 
The Panthers finally got on the board 
late in the fourth with a pair of rushing 
touchdowns, a 1 yard TD run from Carsin 
Cooper and then a 47  yard burst from 
Mason to cap the scoring. 

“It was special to come back here and 
get a win “ said coach Louvier. “ We came 
out hot and kept the momentum going the 
whole night ... happy for all the kids to 
finally taste a victory.” 

The Bears will finish this 3 game road 
trip this Friday with a trip to Malakoff. 
Kickoff is 7 30. Malakoff won their game 
Friday in double OT 29 -27  over Salado.

Bears roar back with 47-14 win

Floyd to compete for 
Miss Gregg County title

The 2022 Gregg County Fair, 
sponsored by the Longview Jay-
cees, is underway and runs through  
Sept. 17  at the Longview Fair-
grounds and Exhibit Building.

Carnival rides, great fair food 
and games await at this annual fam-
ily fun event.  Gate admission is $ 6, 
free for children 3-years-old and 
younger, senior citizens, military 
with proper identification. Arm-
bands 35 Sept. 9-11 and 16-17, 

30 Sept. 12-15. For for informa-
tion go to www.greggcountyfair.
com or call (903) 753-4478.

Gladewater’s Kamryn Floyd, 
daughter of Derrick and Kamisha 
Floyd, is among the many Gregg 
County High School contestants 
competing for the title of Miss 
Gregg County. The pageant will 
be held Thursday night at the 
fairgrounds.

Floyd, who is an accomplished 
cheer, basketball and track athlete, 
plans to attend Southerm Arkansas 
University and pursue a career in 
pediatric nursing.

Arts & Crafts Fest 
this weekend

Gladewater will host one of the 
largest September outdoor artistic 
events and festivals in East Texas 
this weekend (Sept. 17-18) on the 
Broadway School Grounds, located 
at 200 E Broadway Ave.

Since 1973, arts, woodcrafts, 
handcrafts, ceramics, dolls, needle-
work, jewelry, clothing, homemade 
goodies from local non-profit 
organization and much more have 
been on display and available to 
buy. Sponsored by the Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce, the event 
runs from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday 
and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Sunday and  
features handcrafted items - only, 
and that’s what makes it so special.

For more information go to: 
www.gladewaterartsandcrafts.com 
or call (903) 845-5501.

County-wide cleanup
If you live in Upshur County, 

the Upshur County government 
will hold a free “County-Wide 
Cleanup” for county residents to 
dump certain items at the county-
owned rural pug mill Saturday, Oct. 
8, announced Precinct 3 County 
Commissioner Michael Ashley.

The event is at 1426 Cottonwood 
Road in the Pritchett community.

, is set from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. It 
is only for households, not busi-
nesses, and only while dumpster 
space is available.

Residents are limited to one 
trip per truck or trailer combina-
tion, or two trips per car or sport 
utility vehicle. Y ou must show a 
voter registration card or vehicle 
registration to prove residency in 
Upshur County.

Examples of what can be dumped 
include household trash and no-
longer-useable items such as appli-
ances, lawn furniture, tools, water 
hoses, lawn mowers, weed-eaters, 
furniture, feed buckets, bicycles, 
musical instruments, ower pots, 
swing sets and trampolines.

Photos by Jim Bardwell
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City/County 
clean up Oct. 8

The Fall City-Wide Clean Up 
Day for Gladewater will be Oct. 
8, 8 a.m.-noon.

Gladewater residents may de-
posit bulky, household garbage and 
items into dumpsters located along 
E. Commerce St. in downtown 
Gladewater.  

Prohibited items include paint, 
shingles, batteries, chemicals, re-
frigeration items and commercial 
waste. These Items will not be 
accepted.

Also, the Upshur County gov-
ernment will host a free “Coun-
ty-Wide Cleanup” for county 
residents to dump certain items at 
the county-owned rural pug mill 
Saturday.

The event, at 1426 Cottonwood 
Road in Pritchett community, is 
set from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. It is only 
for households, not businesses, 
and only while dumpster space is 
available.

Residents are limited to one trip 
per truck or trailer combination, or 
two trips per auto or sport utility 
vehicle. Anyone wishing to dump 
must also show a voter registration 
card or vehicle registration to show 
residency in Upshur County.

Examples of what can be 
dumped include household trash 
and no-longer-useable items such 
as appliances, lawn furniture, tools, 
water hoses, lawn mowers, weed-
eaters, furniture, feed buckets, bi-
cycles, musical instruments,  ower 
pots, swing sets and trampolines.

By Dean Ridings 
National Newspaper Week began October 2.  While this isn’t the typical 

holiday that most families celebrate, it does provide a good opportunity 
to take a moment and recognize all the ways that local newspapers make 
a difference in communities across America.  

If you’re reading this, you probably already have 
a good understanding of why it is important to have 
a healthy newspaper in your town.  By subscribing 
to or advertising in your local newspaper, you are 
providing much needed support to keep trained, 
professional journalists covering the issues impor-
tant to you.  Y our local newspaper is committed to 
being the local watchdog, covering city government, 
public utilities and school boards to make sure your 
tax dollars are being spent properly. 

But, there are many other ways newspapers serve 
their readers and communities, things even regular readers might not 
always consider.

Newspapers are reliable.  Unlike content you can see on social media, 
or even from national publications or cable news channels, you can be 
sure that news from your local newspaper is professionally gathered, 
fact-checked and edited.  Even the editorials and letters to the editor go 
through a rigorous process to get the facts correct.  Y ou might not always 
agree, but you can rely on the fact that what’s published has followed 
the highest journalistic standards. Y ou may not agree with the positions 
on your newspaper’s editorial page, but you probably realize that their 
goal is to provide you with objective and impartial news coverage in the 
rest of the paper.

Newspapers protect your right to know.  In addition to covering 
what’s going on in your local government, most newspapers serve an-
other critical purpose by publishing public notices.  A public notice is a 
notice issued by government agencies regarding proposed actions, zoning 

proposals, tax initiatives or other lawmaking proceedings. Most local 
governments are required to publish them in local newspapers, so all 
citizens have the opportunity to know what’s going on, and if necessary, 
take appropriate action.  Newspapers provide broad community distribu-
tion. Moving a public notice to a municipal website would be like hiding 
the notice. Newspapers help keep your government’s actions transparent!  

Newspapers are more than print.  Y our local newspapers deliver high-
quality information in the format that works best for you.  Newspapers 
have dynamic websites, apps, social media channels and newsletters, and 
they have made signifi cant advancements in digital platforms to make 
sure you get the news you need when you want it and how you want 
it.   Newspaper audiences are bigger than ever thanks to the broad reach 
provided by the combined print and digital channels.

Newspapers are local.  Y our newspaper is local, produced by local 
citizens who drive the same streets, shop in the same stores and have 
children in the same schools as you.  The local newspaper’s focus is on 
making the community stronger, safer and healthier. The publisher and 
staff share the same concerns as all the other residents. 

Y our local newspaper makes a difference in your community in many 
ways!  That’s true every week, not just during National Newspaper Week!

_______________________________________
ean idings is the E  of merica’s Newspapers, an organi a-
tion ser ing more than ,  newspapers across the .S. and 

anada. earn more at newspapers.org.

Dean Ridings

WHY Newspapers remain RELEVANT

Wildfi res again on 
the rise in Texas

Dry weather and low humidity have once 
again increased the prevalence of wildfi res in 
multiple areas of the state, after a rainy respite 
in mid-to-late August. However, the rain has 
largely left the state once again. Texas A&M 
Forest Service fi refi ghters responded to nearly 
80 wildfi res in the past week, with two still ac-
tive Sunday in Y oung and Angelina counties. 
Both were nearly completely contained.

The 2022 fi re season has been signifi cant for 
the state of Texas, as state and local fi refi ghters 
have responded to more than 9,800 wildfi res,” 
said Wes Moorehead, Texas A&M Forest Ser-
vice Fire Chief. The state received benefi cial 
rainfall mid- to late-August, which helped to 
signifi cantly slow the operational tempo for 
wildland fi refi ghters. However, the benefi ts of 
that moisture have started to wane.

ine out of 10 wildfi res in the state are caused 
by human activity. Residents are urged to wait 
on conducting any outdoor burning until condi-
tions improve, even if your county is not under 
a burn ban. A total of 9 5 Texas counties are still 
under a burn ban. And due to the elevated fi re 
conditions the Clarksville City - Warren City 
V olunteer Fire Department is requesting no 
outdoor burning. 

a id lark at anna House says they need your help so they can help those who need 
assistance. The following items are needed - bread, canned fruit, elly, peanut butter and 
mac-n-cheese. lso needed is cranberry sauce and cake mix for the upcoming holidays. 
Shel es are not full and donations ha e been slow. So, if you are grocery shopping, con-
sider picking  up a few extra items for anna House, so they can keep helping others.  

rop off the non-perishable items at  E roadway e. or the Gladewater irror at 
 N. ain. Got uestions, call  - .    Photo by im ardwell

Gulf War vet 
taking concern 
to the highway

Disabled US Army veteran John 
Mumby of Winnsboro served his 
country during the Gulf War and 
was exposed to Saran gas and other 
chemical agents due to improper 
exposure. 

He suffers from chronic debili-
tating symptoms which means he 
can no longer work.  

To help educate others about 
his and many other vets’ medical 
conditions, he is walking 800 miles 
from Waskom to El Paso in an ef-
fort to gain the attention of state 
legislators and those in Washington 
to press forward with legislation to 
force the V eterans Administration 
to recognize “Gulf War Syndrome” 
as a disability and to recognize 
it’s symptoms. He will pass thru 
Gladewater on Thursday, October 6  
around noon and welcome anyone 
who would like to walk alongside 
him and visit. 

Community support will encour-
age him to continue. Any donations 
to this cause should be directed to 
the Col. Bill Davis Fund at: engage.
utsouthwestern.edu/donate-vets.

To follow John Mumby’s walk, 
visit WalkforV ets.org on Facebook 
or the internet. WalkforV ets.org is a 
Texas organization that advocates 
and walks for V eterans all over the 
United States. If you would like to 
reach John Mumby, please email 
walkforvetsorg@ gmail.com.

G S  Superintendent r. 
Sedric lark address the sold 
out crowd at Saturday’s Giddy-

p  Gi e, thanking e eryone 
for their support.

Photos by im ardwell

Giddy- p  Gi e chairman atie Ellis honored Su anne 
ardwell, who was a loyal supporter of the fundraiser, with 

a commissioned drawing by elli loud arton  that sold 
for , . Su anne was killed in a car wreck in anuary.

The auction team of atie Ellis and huck arling kept 
the bidding li ely and brought in much-needed funds.

The calculators were smoking  
and the Education Foundation of 
Gladewater’s board of directors 
rejoiced when the donations were 
totaled from Saturday’s third an-
nual Giddy-Up & Give fundraiser 
held at Tempest Golf Clubhouse. 
The grand total raised to support 
grants to enhance classroom 
learning for GISD students came 
in at approximately $ 9 1,000, ex-
ceeding last year’s total by more 
than $ 10,000.

“I’m speechless! !  Gladewater 
‘ Giddied-Up and GAV E! ’ Once 
again, I am overwhelmed by the 
support and love our community 
showed Saturday night at our 
3rd Annual Giddy-Up & Give! ,” 
EFG Event Chair Katie Ellis said.  

Giddy-Up & Give opened with 
a brief welcome from Ellis prior 
to a buffet dinner served on the 
veranda of the clubhouse. Those 
in attendance packed Neptune’s 
dining room and enjoyed the mu-
sic of the standout Darrin Morris 
Band which currently has two 
number one singles on the Texas 
Country Music Charts. 
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By Tyler Sutton
In a game that again quickly got away from them, 

it was a long Friday night for the Gladewater Bears 
as they fell on the road to the Malakoff Tigers 52-13 
at Tigers Stadium. 

The Tigers scored early and often in the fi rst half. 
The Tigers defense intercepted a Kyron Wilson pass 
on the third play of the game and quickly scored when 
Malakoff’s Damian Jackson ran it in from 24 yards 
to give the Tigers a quick 7 -0 lead. 

Gladewater then turned the ball over again, this 
time a fumble and Malakoff again attempted to take 
advantage again but Gladewater’s Tyone Maddox 
intercepted a Mike Jones pass in the endzone to end 
the Tigers attempt to score again. But after a quick 
Bears three and out, Jones found Jayson Tennyson for 
a 25 yard TD pass and a 14-0 Malakoff lead. 

The Tigers then successfully recovered an onside 
kick and used the short fi eld for a 26 yard fi eld goal 
and a 17-0 lead late in the fi rst uarter. The Bears 
fumbled the ensuing kickoff and it was recovered by 
Malakoff which set them up again on a short fi eld 
and they took advantage as Tennyson took it in from 
2 yards out for a 24-0 Tigers lead after one quarter. 
The Malakoff scoring continued into the second 
quarter as after another Bears three and out, Q B Jones 

walked in from the 5 yard line for a TD and a 
31-0 Tigers lead. 

After yet another fumbled kickoff by Gladewa-
ter that was recovered by Malakoff, Jones found 
Jackson again, this time for a 32 yard TD catch 
and a 38-0 Tigers lead. Malakoff again added 
to their lead late in the second quarter as Z ack 
Studley intercepted a Wilson pass and returned it 
25 yards for a defensive touchdown for Malakoff 
and a 45-0 lead. 

The Tigers found the endzone one more time 
before the half as Jones found Bubba Hicks for 
a 35 yard touchdown pass and a 52-0 Malakoff 
lead at the half.

The Bears were able to fi nd the endzone twice 
in the second half as Wilson found Maddox twice 
for TD pass of 21 and 16 yards. 

“This one just got away from us quickly,” said 
coach Jonny Louvier. “We had a turnover on the 
fi rst drive of the game and it ust kinda snowballed 
from there. We fi nally get to return home next 
week and hopefully it is the jolt we need.’’

The Bears return home Friday after three 
straight road games. The Homecoming game vs 
Gunter kick’s off at 7 :30. Gunter comes to town 
at 4-0 after a 21-16 victory over Brock

Bears fall in Malakoff, 52-13

Gladewater police arrested Tommy Keith Rushing Jr. last 
week in connection with numerous burglaries in the 
Gladewater area. Rushing is charged with four counts of 
burglary of a building. The burglaries occurred in the early 
morning hours. The suspect had cut through chain link 
fencing, crawled through and smashed the front glass door 
of Sasquatch Trading Post. Cash was taken from registers. 
Bodacious BBQ was burglarized in a similar manner. The 
suspect was caught on surveillance camera breaking into 
Sasquatch Trading Post. The video from that break-in aired 
on TV the day after the burglary. and police said they  
received several calls from people who recognized the 
suspect. That resulted in the police department obtained a 
warrant and e idence found at ushing’s location reportedly 
tied him to other burglaries as well. Police Chief Gordon 
Freeman credited the arrest from the dissemination of the 
surveillance video and the diligent work of the investigators 
within his department. Rushing is currently in the Gregg 
County Jail.

Gladewater High School’s Homecoming celebration is this Friday at Jack V. Murphy Stadium. This year’s Senior Queen Candidates 
include Alexis Boyd, Kamryn Floyd, Gracie George and Makayla Police. Homecoming ceremonies will be held prior to the kickoff.

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Sheriff Larry Webb’s Special Investigations Unit ar-

rested fi ve individuals in August on various charges, Webb announced 
last Thursday.  

Details, provided in a report by sheriff’s Lt. Gary Shirley, were as fol-
lows and all suspects were taken to the county jail in Gilmer, Webb said: 

Lauren B. Phillips, 33, of Gladewater, was arrested Aug. 4 on Upshur 
County warrants charging her with possession of controlled substance 
and tampering (with) or fabricating physical evidence. 

The unit spotted Phillips, who was known to have warrants for her 
arrest, driving and stopped the vehicle at the intersection of FM 1844 
and FM 1845 in the East Mountain area. 

Tyler Scott Ledbetter, 34, of Longview, was arrested the same day in 
Ore City on a charge of burglary of a building, and found to also have 
violated his parole conditions.

He was located on North Peach Street after Ore City police requested 
the unit’s assistance in fi nding Ledbetter, a suspect in a Marion County 
burglary. 

Information obtained in investigating that case, led to arresting Nicole 
Marie Wilson, 42, of Longview, on two felony charges Aug. 9 .

They were possession of controlled substance--at least one, but less 
than four grams of methamphetamine--and fraudulent use/possession of 
identifying information.

Local woman arrested

Photo by Jim Bardwell
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COLLEGE STATION — Texas A&M Forest 
Service raised the State Wildland Fire Preparedness 
Level to Level 2 this week due to increased wildfi re 
activity, particularly in the eastern half of the state.

Preparedness Levels 1-5 are planning assumptions 
and actions dictated by fuel and weather conditions, 
fi re activity and fi re suppression resource avail-
ability in the state. Level 5 is the highest level of 
wildland fi re activity and indicates heavy resource 
commitment.

Texas A&M Forest Service response numbers 
have steadily increased over the past few weeks, 
particularly in East Texas. Agency fi refi ghters have 
responded to 58 wildfi res for 759 acres across the 
state in October. Fifty-one of those wildfi res were 
in East Texas.

“Conditions are forecast to deteriorate in East Tex-
as over the coming days, and we anticipate wildfi re 
occurrence to increase,” said Jake Donellan, Texas 
A&M Forest Service East Texas Operations Depart-
ment Head. “We need Texans to remain diligent with 
all outdoor activities that cause sparks. Preventing 
wildfi res is the best way to ensure the safety of both 
members of the public and our fi refi ghters.”

Saturday’s fi re environment may support wildfi re 
activity in dry to critically dry timber litter fuel in 
the Western Pineywoods, Southeast, Northeast, 
North and Central Texas. Winds speeds are forecast 
to increase to almost 10 mph behind a passing cold 
front and will support wildfi re growth.

The threat for large wildfi res will remain low and 
is limited to pine and yaupon fuels in these areas.

Winds speeds are expected to decrease Sunday 
through Tuesday, but a moderate risk for wildfi re 
remains for these areas, as no improvement in the 
dry to critically dry timber litter fuel is expected.

“Texas A&M Forest Service has a long history of 
working closely with local fi re departments across 
the state,” said Wes Moorehead, Texas A&M Forest 
Service Fire Chief. “Our agency personnel provide 

By Tyler Sutton
On a cool fall night in Tatum, 

a shootout broke out between 
the Gladewater Bears and Tatum 
Eagles as both teams opened up 
district play Friday night at Eagles 
Stadium, In a back and forth battle 
the Bears unfortunately fell 28-22.

Both teams came out swinging 
on offense as both would go for it 
on fourth down on their opening 
drives of the game and neither 
would convert. 

The Bears got on the scoreboard 
first midway through the first 
quarter as one play after Tatum 
failed to convert on a 4th down 
play, Kyron Wilson found star 
receiver Kollin Lewis for a 78 
yard touchdown catch and a early 
7-0 lead for Gladewater. But the 
Eagles answered back quickly as 
quarterback Cole Watson found a 
open seam and raced 38 yards for a 
touchdown and tied the game at 7. 
Then the miscue’s began to mount 
for both teams. Tatum fumbled a 
punt and it was recovered by the 
Bears. 

But just a few plays later Glade-
water gave the ball right back when 
Lewis could not keep handle and 
fumbled and Tatum recovered at 
their own 43 yard line as the quar-
ter ended.

The second quarter began with 
more big plays from the Eagles 
defense as Gladewater attempted a 
reverse pass but it was intercepted 
by Tatum’s Nick Calhoun. After 
a Tatum punt, the Eagles defense 
forced another Bears turnover as 
Wilson’s pass was picked off by the 
Eagles Jaylin Taylor who returned 
it all the way to the Gladewater 15 
yard line. That set up Tatum with 
great fi eld position and they took 
advantage as Calhoun took it in 
from the 5 yard line and the Eagles 
up 14-7 at the half.

The 3rd quarter began with 
again both teams offense’s stalling. 

Bears drop 
loop opener,
host Sabine
Friday night

The Bears went three and out and 
punted while the Eagles went for 
it on 4th down and did not con-
vert. Gladewater took advantage 
of that good field position and 
tied the game at 14 when Wilson 
found Tyrone Maddox for a 23 
yard touchdown strike. But Tatum 
retook the lead late in the third 
when Watson ran in his second 
the fourth quarter took look like 
they were putting the game away 
when the Eagles Carson Gonzalez 
intercepted a Wilson pass and re-
turned it to the Bears 26 yard line. 
A few plays later Calhoun ran in 
his second touchdown of the night 
to give the Eagles a 28-14 lead. 
Gladewater though continued to 

fi ght as Wilson found the endzone 
on a 1 yard TD run and the Bears 
went for two and got it to cut the 
lead to 28-22. 

After forcing a Tatum punt, the 
Bears had one last gasp and got 
into Tatum territory but a Wilson 
pass on fourth down fell incom-
plete and that was the ballgame.

The Eagles improved to 3-3 on 
the season and 1-0 in district play 
while the Bears lost their third 
straight game and dropped to 1-5 
and 0-1 in district play. Gladewater 
will be back home next Friday for 
their home district opener against 
the Sabine Cardinals. Kickoff is at 
7 P.M. Sabine lost its district open 
as well falling 42-7 to Atlanta

GHS to pay tribute to 
Weldon Bumblebees

The Gladewater Bears will pay tribute to the Weldon High School 
Bumblebees this Friday night by wearing green and white Weldon Bum-
blebee jerseys, according to Gladewater Athletic Director Jonny Louvier.

 A special ceremony will be held before the game to honor Weldon and 
its rich history to Gladewater. In the decades before schools integrated in  
the 1960s, Weldon High School served black children in Gladewater ISD.

The late Coach Curtis Calvin Cooksey started the football program at 
Weldon High School in 1939 with only 15 players. 

Under his guidance, the team, named the BUMBLEBEES. became 
a force to be reckoned with, and gained high respect from all of its op-
ponents. 

Coach Cooksey spent 25 years as a science, math and PE teacher at 
Weldon while serving as the head football coach for the bumblebees. 
Through the years, he mentored countless students, both academically 
as well as, athletically. 

During his quarter-century as head coach at Weldon. C.C. Cooksey 
and the Bumblebees attained the following record: 

● Games Played-260; Games Won - 191; Games Tied-3; Games 
Lost-66; 

● District Champions - 10 times; Co-District Champions-1 time; 
District Champions (Runner-up)-11 times; 

● Bi-District Champions - 6 times; State Semi-Final Champions-6 
times; and 

● State Champions (Runner-up) - 2 times {1955 and 1963) 
When Coach Cooksey passed away in 1965, assistant coach Gene L. 

Cannon, who had played football for Cooksey when he was a student at 
Weldon, became the head coach. Under his leadership, the bumblebees 
continued their winning tradition. 

In 1967, Coach Walter Derrick took over as head coach of the Weldon 
Bumblebees. Derrick, a Weldon graduate, had also been one of Coach 
Cooksey’s high school football players, and one of his assistant coaches. 

Coach Derrick led the bumblebees to its third and fi nal state cham-
pionship game appearance in 1968. An article in the December 1, 1968 
edition of the Gladewater Mirror congratulated the Weldon Bumblebees 
and their coaching staff for their achievement of reaching the high plateau 
of playing for the state championship in the Prairieview Interscholastic 
League. That same article also paid tribute to the team and coaches for 
the excellent sportsmanship exhibited by them, even though the game 
ended in a loss for Weldon. 

1968 was also the last year that Weldon operated as a high school, and 
the bumblebees played together as a team because in 1969, Gladewater 
ISD became fully integrated, and Weldon became the middle school for 
the district serving grades 6. 7 and 8. 

The 28 years of football at Weldon sum up to the following statistics: 
● Games Played-316; Games Won-235; Games Tied-5; Games Lost-

77; 
● District Champions-11 times; Co-District Champions-1 time; District 

Champions (Runner-up)-12 times; 
● Bi-District Champions-7 times; State Semi-Final Champions-7 

times; and 
● State Champions (Runner-up)-3 times (1955, 1963 & 1968)

The Gladewater Fire Department reminds 
residents a permit is required to burn inside 
city limits at all times. To obtain the required 
permit for burning inside the city please 
contact City Hall during regular business 
hours. Anyone burning without a permit can 
be citied for each incident.Additionally, all 
information for burning inside the city limits 
can be found online at https://www.gladewa-
terfi re.com/burning-inside-city-limits or with 
the supplied permit. 

TFS raises preparedness level 

expertise in heavy equipment, like bulldozers, to help 
these departments suppress wildfi res that ignite in the 
heavy timber fuels of this area.”

In anticipation of wildfi re activity, the agency has 
strategically staged personnel and equipment across 
areas of concern for a fast response. This includes the 
addition of a helicopter, which carries at least 700 gal-
lons of water, in Smithville.

Texas A&M Forest Service does not own any aviation 
resources but instead uses federal aviation contracts 
through the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management for all fi refi ghting aircraft.

Stay wildfi re aware. If a wildfi re is spotted, immedi-
ately contact local authorities. For current conditions 
and wildfi re outlook, read the Texas Fire Potential 
Outlook at https://bit.ly/3kemhbG.

Thirty years ago John Mumby fought for the US Army in Iraq 
in the Persian Gulf War. Now he’s fighting to raise awareness 
of the war’s effects, known as Gulf War Syndrome, by 
walking across Texas from Waskom to El Paso. He stoppe 
din Gladewater last week to share his mesaage - “Not too 
many people remember but it was a chemical war, and that 
has affected quite a few soldiers,” Mumby told the Mirror. 
The symptoms can be debilitating and I had come down 
with some of those symptoms myself.” The symptoms are 
so severe they stand in the way of the ability to perform 
certain jobs but the government does not compensate 
veterans for their disabilities.

Bear QB Kyron Wilson found star receiver Kollin Lewis for a 
78 yard touchdown catch and a early 7-0 lead for Gladewater. 
against Tatum.    Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Tex as Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced he will send cities, coun-
ties, transit systems and special purpose districts $ 1 . 0 6  billion in local 
sales tax  allocations for October, 1 7 . 4  percent more than in October 2 0 2 1 .

These allocations are based on sales made in August by businesses 
that report tax  monthly.

Gladewater continued to post strong growth -  recording its 1 3 th month 
in a row of positive sales tax  numbers.  Gladewater’s sales tax  revenue 
was 2 0 . 5 4 - percent above last year’s numbers for this time of year -  
$ 1 1 2 0 ,4 7 5 . 6 9  compared to $ 9 9 ,9 4 1 . 4 1  in 2 0 2 1 .  For the year, Gladewater 
sets at 1 3 . 5 3 - percent ahead of 2 0 2 1  numbers -  $ 1 ,1 5 6 ,3 8 8 . 5 5  compared 
to $ 1 ,0 1 8 ,4 9 0 . 4 5 .

Local sales tax  revenue remains strong

Clarksville City posted a 1 0 . 6 2 - percent increase over 2 0 2 1  -  $ 8 ,2 0 7 . 9 6  
compared to $ 7 ,4 1 9 . 3 8 .

“S tate sales tax  collections continued to climb rapidly in S eptember, 
with solid growth in receipts from all maj or economic sectors,” Hegar 
said.  

“S urging receipts from nonretail sectors indicate that the ex ceptionally 
strong spending by businesses in recent months continued unabated.  
Spurred in part by inflation in building materials and other business input 
prices, the mining, construction, manufacturing, and wholesale trade 
sectors have each ex hibited double- digit growth in sales tax  remittances 
for 1 0  or more consecutive months.

By Phillip Williams
The 8 5 th annual East Tex as 

Y amboree festival, which annually 
draws thousands to Gilmer, is in 
progress this week from Wednes-
day through S aturday.

T h e  2 0 2 2  
gathering fea-
tures a host of 
events and con-
tests in down-
town Gilmer 
and other sites 
in the city.  For 
more informa-
tion than is in-

cluded in this article, contact the 
Gilmer Area Chamber of Com-
merce at 9 0 3 - 8 4 3 - 2 4 1 3 , email of-
fice yamboree.com, or visit www.
yamboree. com.

Caroline ( Carly)  Michelle Dean, 
daughter of J ohn and J ennifer 
Dean, will reign as “queen yam” of 
the festival begun in 1 9 3 5 , and held 
all but a few years since.  S he will 
be crowned in two separate perfor-
mances of the annual queen’s coro-
nation at the Gilmer Civic Center 
at 7 :3 0  p. m.  both Wednesday, Oct.  
1 9 , and Thursday, Oct.  2 0 .

Miss Dean achieved the honor by 
winning a contest in which seven 
young women, nominated by local 
civic clubs, competed by selling 
tickets to Y amboree events.  The 
contest was held J une 2 0 - J uly 1 .

Duchesses representing Glade-
water, U nion Grove and White 
Oak, among other area cities, will 
appear in the pageant.

Wednesday highlights include 
a rabbit show, broiler show, quilt 
show, and all rides at half price 
at the downtown carnival, which 
Crabtree Amusements will provide 
all four days of the festival.  The 
carnival is open from 6  p. m.  to 
midnight on the downtown square.

Thursday’s program includes 
a market swine show, opening of 
the bandstand and ex hibits, the 
All- S ervice Club Luncheon with 
speaker S ally Greene, a Gilmer 
native now holding a county of-
fice in North Carolina, and the first 
of three straight nights of street 
dances.

The luncheon is scheduled for 
1 1 :4 5  a. m.  at the Y amboree Event 
Center, located at 1 8 1  B ob Glaze 
Drive near the Gilmer Civic Center.

Friday’s highlights include the 
school/ youth parade at 1 1  a. m. , a 
steer show, commercial dairy and 
j unior dairy shows, and gospel 
singing at the Gilmer Civic Center.

S aturday’s events include an 
antique/ classic car show, the 1 1  
a. m.  queen’s parade, a barbecue, a 
fiddler’s contest, a band marching 
contest at J eff Traylor S tadum, a 
livestock sale, and the 7  p. m.  barn 
dance with country duo Muscadine 
B loodline as the main attraction.  
The dance is at the Y amboree Event 
Center.

A display of past Y amboree 
queen’s gowns is also set at the 
Historic U pshur Museum on the 
downtown square all four days.  
S everal other events are also set 
during the festival.

Local attorney J ordan Glaze is 
president of this year’s Y amboree.  
Parade grand marshal is Laura 
Potter Parsons- S ergent, who was 
queen yam in 1 9 7 2  and now lives 
in Georgetown, Tex .

Duchess representing White Oak 
High School is Trinity Noll, daugh-
ter of Clint and Candace Noll.

Duchess for Gladewater High 
School is Breanna Newman, 
daughter of J erry and S tephanie 
Newman. Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce duchess is K ylie 
J alomo, daughter of Aaron J alomo 
and R obyn S chaadt.

U nion Grove High S chool duch-
ess is Lainey Ledbetter, daughter of 
Edward and K aren Ledbetter.

October is B reast Cancer Aware-
ness Month —  a time when the 
disease affecting hundreds of thou-
sands of American women each 
year gets renewed attention.

American women have a one in 
eight chance ( 1 2 . 9 % )  of developing 
breast cancer during their lifetimes, 
while American men have a one in 
8 0 0  chance ( 0 . 1 3 % ) , according to 
the National Institutes of Health’s 
National Cancer Institute.  

Each year about 2 6 4 ,0 0 0  women 
are diagnosed with breast cancer, 
and approx imately 4 2 ,0 0 0  women 
die of the disease, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
( CDC)  reports.  ( About 2 ,4 0 0  men 
are diagnosed with breast cancer 
each year and some 5 0 0  men die 
from it annually, CDC data shows. )

S ince breast cancer is more com-
monly found in women aged 4 0  and 
up, medical professionals and orga-
nizations recommend routine breast 
cancer screenings for middle- aged 
and senior women.  This includes 
mammograms —  a breast cancer 
screening method that’s led to age-
based debate among ex perts.

There are also important breast 
cancer risk factors to note, say 
ex perts.  

“Having one first- degree rela-
tive with breast cancer doubles a 
woman’s risk,” Dr.  K athleen K i-
ernan Harnden, director of breast 
oncology at the Inova Schar Cancer 
Institute in Annandale, Virginia, told 
Fox News Digital.

Other high- risk factors include 
a family history of breast cancer, 
a known genetic mutation or a 
previous breast biopsy, according 
to Harnden.

Given this, Harnden said there 
are key questions all women should 
ask themselves before they request 
a mammogram consultation or ap-
pointment: 

1. Do I have an increased risk of 
breast cancer and how can I reduce 
my risk for breast cancer?  

3 .  Will my mammogram be 
three- dimensional ( 3 D)  or two-
dimensional ( 2 D) ?

Harnden recommends 3 D mam-
mography over 2 D because multiple 

Continued on Page 7

Yamtime is 
back in Gilmer 

this week

By Tyler Sutton
On a very special night in Gladewater where history 

was celebrated, the Gladewater B ears were able to pick 
up there second win of the season and first district win 
with a 2 2 - 1 3  win over the visiting S abine Cardinals.  The 
B ears honored the Weldon B umblebees with a pre- game 
ceremony and wore special green uniforms to go with 
Weldon’s school colors of Green and white.

The Weldon B umblebees was Gladewater’s all- black 
high school football team before Gladewater ISD deseg-
regated back in 1 9 6 9 .  Gladewater Head Coach J ohnny 
Louvier was inspired by one of his past students to bring 
history to life.

“I don’t think people in the community really realized 
all that this is,” Louvier said in a TV interview. “We want 
to make it a tradition and j ust honor it every year.  Our 
kids need to know about the tradition here, not only from 
Weldon but from past Gladewater players. ”

The late coach Curtis Calvin Cooksey started the foot-
ball program at Weldon High S chool in 1 9 3 9  with only 1 5  
players.  That program reigned for 2 8  years, with j ust three 
head coaches in its history, including former Gladewater 
Mayor Walter Derrick.

Derrick coached legends, like former U T linebacker 
S toney Clark, and although Clark played for the B ears, 
he is a direct descendant of history.

“My father played at Weldon High S chool,” Clark said 
in thge interview.  “He was one of the last classes there.  S o 
I heard those stories growing up about how rigorous and 
how tough it was, and it also set a set of parameters for 
us to follow when it was time for us to get on the field.”

A history so rich, yet not far removed with current play-
ers still in direct lineage to segregation with 1 1  district 
championships and three- time runner- ups to the state 
championship.  

Derrick led the Bumblebees to its third and final state 
championship game appearance in 1 9 6 8 .

Gladewater opened the game with a successful onside 
kick and took no time scoring as K yron Wilson found 
K ollin Lewis for a 4 5  yard touchdown pass on the very 
first play of the game for a quick 7-0 Gladewater lead. 
The Cardinals offense went three and out and punted 
but got a 4 th down stop of the B ears and took over at the 
Gladewater 4 3  yard line.  B ut once again the B ears defense 
was ready and forced another S abine punt.  After another 
quick series for the Bears and a punt, Sabine finally got 
some offense going but a fourth down try was no good 
and Gladewater took over.  And one play later Wilson 
found a seam and was gone for a 7 9  yard touchdown run 
and a 1 3 - 0  B ears lead after the PAT was no good.  The 
Cardinals offense finally got going early in the second 
quarter when they converted a fourth down play followed 
by WR Riley Roys finding the endzone for a 3 yard TD 
run to cut the B ears lead to 1 3 - 7 .  Gladewater then took 
advantage of two S abine penalties ( 1 5 - yard facemask 

and a pass interference)  and had the ball inside the 
Cardinals 5 yard line when DeVaunte Powers found 
the endzone for a 1  yard TD run.  The B ears went 
for two put the try was no good and the lead stayed 
1 9 - 7 .  After a 6 0  yard Cardinals kickoff return, Q B  
Colt S parks bulldozed his way in for a 2  yard S abine 
TD.  The Cardinals went for two but didn’t get it and 
Gladewater held a 1 9 - 1 3  halftime lead.

The B ears offense came out strong to start the 
second half but the drive stalled and Gladewater 
had to settle for a 3 5  yard FG from Ozzie Chavarria 
to give the B ears a 2 2 - 1 3  lead midway through the 
third quarter.  The rest of the game was a back and 
forth defensive battle as both team’s defense’s stood 
up to the task. Sabine had one final attempt to make 
it a game late in the fourth quarter but S abine Q B  
S parks was sacked on third down by Gladewater’s 
Isreal Cerda and the Cardinals last gasp fourth down 
pass was incomplete.  Gladewater took over and ran 
out the clock to secure the victory.

Gladewater improves to 2 - 5  on the season and 
1 - 1  in district play.  They will be back on the road 
nex t Friday night as they travel to J efferson to take 
on the J efferson B ulldogs.  K ickoff is at 7 :0 0  P. M.  
J efferson improved to 5 - 2  and 2 - 0  in district play 
with a 1 6 - 8  win over Atlanta on Friday

See more photos from the Weldon 
Bumblebee Friday night celebration at the 

Gladewater Mirror Facebook Page.
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B ears f ace P ottsb oro 
in p ost- season p lay

By Tyler Sutton
With threatening weather for the nex t day forecasted, 

Gladewater’s season fi nale was pushed up a night to Thursday 
night in what was a “must win” game for the Bears and they 
got the j ob done with a 4 1 - 3 5  victory over the rival White 
Oak Roughnecks at Roughneck stadium. The win clinches 
the fourth and fi nal playoff spot for the Bears in the district

“(I was) so happy for the kids, especially the seniors to get 
this victory and get to taste the playoffs one more time. (It) 
was a heck of a battle as it always is with White Oak,” said 
coach Louvier. 

The Bears fi nish the regular season at 3-7 and 2-3 in district 
play. They will travel to Paris on Thursday night playoff game 
vs the 9-1 Pottsboro Cardinals. Kickoff is at 7 p.m..

Both teams started out strong on defense as both forced 
punts on the other teams opening drive. But White Oak 
struck fi rst on a double reverse pass as running back Luke 
Baker hauled in a 31 yard TD pass to give the Roughnecks an 
early 7-0 lead. But Gladewater who made a QB change and 
started Kwame Gordon who quickly went to work as after a 
big catch and run by Kollin Lewis that set up Gladewater at 
the Roughnecks 5 yard line and it was capped off by Lewis 
taking it in to tie the game at 7. 

The Gladewater defense then went to work as Frank Sierra 
intercepted at Landyn Grant pass and take it back 59 yards 
for a pick six touchdown and giving the Bears a 14-7 lead 
to end the fi rst quarter. After White Oak failed on 4th down, 
the Bears quickly took advantage when Gordon found Julius 
Maddox for a 29 yard touchdown to give Gladewater a 21-7 
lead. But the Roughnecks would not go away as after two 
fourth down conversions, White Oak’s Noah Carter found 
the end zone for a 6 yard score to cut the Bears lead to 21-
14 at the half.

After forcing a three and out on White Oak’s opening drive 
of the second half, Kollin Lewis took the ensuing punt back 
69 yards for a touchdown to widen the Bears lead to 27-14. 
But the Roughnecks answered returning the ensuing kickoff 
85 yards for a touchdown to close the gap to 27-21. 

Both defenses then stiffened up the rest of the quarter. 
To open the fourth, White Oak took the lead back as RB D 
Williams ran it in for 12 yards to give the Roughnecks a 28-
27 lead. Gladewater went right back to work offensively as 
Gordon found Fernando Coranado for a 26 yard TD and the 
2 point try was good to give the Bears a 35-28 lead. 

The Roughnecks then marched down the fi eld and was on 
the doorstep of tying it up, but Kollin Lewis intercepted a 
Grant pass and returned it all the way back to inside the White 
Oak 20 yard line. 2 plays later, DeVaunte Powers took it in 
from the 2 yard line to give the Bears a 41-28 lead. 

White Oak had one last gasp and cut the lead down to 41-35 
as RB Azriel Sosa found the endzone. The Roughnecks could 
not recover the onside kick and the Bears ran out the clock.

L ib rary op en f or b usiness

Holid ay O p en House S aturd ay
It’s Holiday Open House time in 

Downtown Gladewater.
And this year’s theme is “The 

Magic of Christmas on Main 
Street!”

Join Santa in Gladewater’s His-
toric Antique District this Saturday 
night as he helps welcome in the 
holidays and the downtown mer-
chants say “Thank You” for being 
their guest this year. 

Treats and festivities begin at 5 
p.m. and run until 8 p.m., complete 
with the traditional hot chocolate 
sponsored by the Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce and free 
horse-drawn carriage rides spon-

sored by the Gladewater Mirror 
and Shipp’s Maine. Also on tap 
will be sweets and treats, music, 
and after-hours shopping. Unique 
holiday decorations will be placed 
throughout the area.

Come join the downtown festivi-
ties as Gladewater’s Chamber Of 
Commerce throws the switch and 
lights the giant Christmas Tree at 
6 p.m. sharp!

Santa will be strolling the down-
town streets and encouraging 
children to write their letters to him 
Saturday night and dropping them 
in the special Letters To Santa Post 
Offi ce Drop-Off at the colorfully 

decorated pavilion behind the rest 
rooms and beside the downtown 
oil derrick.

The annual event is sponsored by 
the Gladewater Chamber of Com-
merce, Gladewater Downtown 
Merchants and the Gladewater 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion.

The children’s area includes a 
showing of Polar Express, Christ-
mas ornament making, letter writ-
ing to Santa, and much more!

And don’t forget about the An-
nual Chamber Christmas Parade 
Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. spon-
sored by Citizens Bank.

A new chapter for the public library began Sunday as city 
officials, friends and family joined the Bardwells in cutting 
the ribbon on the Lee-Bardwell Public Library.

The Lee-Bardwell Public Library 
was formally re-dedicated Sunday 
afternoon with a ribbon cutting and 
come-and-go event from 2-3:30 
p.m. .

The new name recognizes Su-
zanne Bardwell, who before being 
killed in a Jan. 7, 2022  car wreck, 
worked tirelessly to save the library 
following the 2021 severe snow-
storm. The library sustained major 
damage from frozen pipes bursting 
and fl ooding the interior of the build-
ing and the roof had to be completely 
replaced.

Mayor Scott Owens read a proc-
lamation honoring Suzanne and 
celebrating the library’s rejuvena-
tion, while former mayor JD Shipp 
praised Suzanne for pushing city 
leaders to save the public library for 
generations to come.

Some city offi cials had serious 
doubts the library could be salvaged, 
but Suzanne saw the need for a place 
where everyone could come for free 
and learn and receive help. Suzanne 
spoke out at many city council meet-
ings, wrote editorials calling for the 
library to stay an essential part of the 
community’s fabric and successfully 
rallied the needed council support to 
save the building and raised money 
for the needed repairs..

Photo by Mike Peery

Jim, Josh and Jennifer Bardwell re-dedicated of the Lee-Bardwell Public Library Sunday 
with a formal ribbon cutting.  
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Governor says
no COV ID- 19 

vaccine mandates 
for Tex as students

Tex as Gov.  Greg Abbott has 
told the Tex as Education Agency 
and school superintendents that 
the COV I D- 1 9  vaccine cannot be 
mandated as part of school entry 
requirements.  

This overrides a recommenda-
tion from the Centers for Disease 
Control that added the vaccine to 
immunization schedules for adults 
and school- aged children.  

“R egardless of what the CDC 
may suggest, in Tex as, the CO-
V I D- 1 9  vaccine remains voluntary.  
Tex as schools shall not require 
students to receive the COV I D- 1 9  
vaccine for any reason,” Abbott’s 
letter to TEA and school chiefs 
said.

“This Ex ecutive Order allows 
parents to opt out of the COV I D- 1 9  
vaccine for their children, while 
further empowering Tex as parents 
to be the primary decision makers 
in their children’s health care.  De-
spite attempts at federal overreach 
into the health care decisions of 
Americans, in Tex as we must 
continue to honor and defend the 
freedom of parents to choose what 
is best for the health and well- being 
of their families.

“Also, the Tex as Legislature has 
enabled parents to opt out of vac-
cinating their children for health 
reasons and reasons of conscience 
through a number of statutes, in-
cluding Tex as Education Code §  
3 8 . 0 1 ( c) ( 1 ) ;  Tex as.  Health &  S afe-
ty Code § §  1 6 1 . 0 0 4 ( d) , 1 6 1 . 0 0 4 1 ;  
and Tex as Human R esources Code 
§  4 2 . 0 4 3 ( d) .

“Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this matter and your 
assistance in protecting the rights 
of parents and students,” Abbott 
concluded.

GLADEWATER CHAMBER CHRISTMAS PARADE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13th at 6 p.m.

THEME: “THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS ON MAIN STREET”

23% of holiday 
tra fi c eaths 

caused by 
drunk drivers
 AU S T I N –  S i x  years have 

passed since a drunk driver killed 
Azeza S alama’s fiancé and sent 
her and her two children to the 
hospital, but her memories of the 
crash remain as vivid as the day it 
happened.  

 As people celebrate the holidays 
with friends and family, Tx DOT 
wants stories such as Azeza’s to 
remind everyone to always fi nd a 
sober ride.

 Last year, Tex as saw 4 8 ,6 4 1  
traffi c crashes during the holiday 
season— Dec.  1 , 2 0 2 1 , through 
J an.  1 , 2 0 2 2 — which resulted in 
4 3 3  fatalities and 1 ,6 9 5  serious 
inj uries.  Almost a quarter of those 
deaths— 2 3 % —  were DU I - alcohol 
related with 9 8  people killed and 
2 3 6  seriously inj ured in drunk 
driving crashes.

 “With everything going on in 
the world these past few years, 
we want everyone to be able to 
celebrate this j oyous time of year 
without the tragic consequences of 
drinking and driving,” said Tx DOT 
Ex ecutive Director Marc Wil-
liams.  “Get together with family 
and friends and have a great time, 
but please fi nd an alternative way 
home if you choose to drink.  Y ou 
have many options available. ”

 Drunk driving crashes can be 
easily prevented, yet they can have 
serious physical, emotional and 
financial consequences that can 
last for years.  

Designate a sober driver, call a 
tax i, use a rideshare service, stay 
put, call a friend or family mem-
ber, or use public transportation to 
ensure you get home safely if you 
decide to drink.

The Gladewater Fire Department is starting a new V olunteer 
Helper program -  the new B ucket B rigade V olunteers will be able 
to help GFD fi refi ghters and staff at many kinds of events. 

The GFD plans to introduce this idea at its GFD OPEN HOU S E 
slated for noon- 2   p. m.  on Dec.  3  at the Gladewater Fire Department, 
located at 5 1 1  S  Tyler S t.

Firefi ghters will be serving hot dogs, conducting tours of the sta-
tion, answering questions and presenting information about our new 
B ucket B rigade volunteers.

By Phillip Williams
The U pshur County Grand J ury in Gilmer returned 3 0  indictments, 

nine of them sealed, and no- billed three cases Nov.  2 1 , District Attorney 
B illy B yrd announced Monday.

Defendants, charges and bond information in the open indictments 
were as follows, said Byrd’s offi ce:

J effrey Lane Pulley, 6 1 , of Gilmer, evading arrest/ detention with ve-
hicle on Oct.  3 .  He remained in county j ail at Gilmer under $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  bond.

Winston David Tackett, 7 3 , of Diana, was charged in two indictments 
with a combined total of six  counts of aggravated sex ual assault of a 
child on J an.  1 , 2 0 2 0 .

B ond was set at $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0  on one indictment, and as for bail on the other, 
Byrd’s offi ce said only that he remained in county jail “on other charges.” 

Matthew Allen Thomas, 4 8 , of B ig S andy, possession of controlled 
substance with intent to deliver ( methamphetamine)  on Aug.  1 7 .  He 
posted $ 8 0 ,0 0 0  bond.

J oe Parks J r. , 3 8 , of Tenaha, possession of controlled substance ( met-
amphetamine)  on Aug.  2 0 .  He remained j ailed under $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

J onathan Thomas Dupree, 3 4 , of Gilmer, possession of controlled 
substance ( methamphetamine)  on Aug.  3 .  He also remained j ailed under 
$ 8 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

Ashley Nichole Moore, 3 3 , of B ig S andy, possession of controlled 
substance ( methamphetamine)  on Aug.  3 .  S he posted $ 3 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

J uan Luis R amirez, 4 6 , of Gilmer, evading arrest/ detention with vehicle 
on S ept.  1 6 .  He remained j ailed under $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

B ryan S cott B arnhart, 3 8 , of K ilgore, possession of controlled sub-
stance ( methamphetamine)  on Oct.  1 2 , 2 0 2 1 .  He posted $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

J ennifer Nicole Henderson, 3 6 , of Gilmer, driving while intox icated 
with child passenger on S ept.  4 .  S he posted $ 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

Laj errius E.  J ackson, 3 4 , of Mt.  Pleasant, charged in a single indictment 

Upshur indictments handed down

 Volunteers shared their time and community spirit 
last week for the First United Methodist Church’s 
Annual Community Meal held Wednesday in the 
Christian Life Center, serving up 340 turkey and 
dressing meals.      Courtesy Photos
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The Gladewater City Council met last week 
and adopted an Ordinance authorizing the issu-
ance of bonds -  $ 1 ,0 2 0 ,0 0 0  and $ 8 4 1 ,0 0 0  and 
a $ 7 7 7 ,9 0 0  loan forgiveness grant.  The city 
also voted to change offi ce hours at city hall.

 The bonds are for Surplus Revenue Certifi -
cates of Obligation, S eries 2 0 2 2 A and 2 0 2 2 B , 
awarding the sale of such Certifi cates of Obli-
gation to the Tex as Water Development B oard.

The city hall amended office hours will 
change from 8  a. m.  to 6  p. m.  to Monday 
through Thursday, 7 :3 0  a. m.  to 4 :3 0  p. m.  and 
on Friday, 7 :3 0  a. m.  to 2  p. m. .  The council said 
this will give city customers better access to city 
hall.  The change starts Nov.  2 8 .

I n other business, the council:
l Discussed and adopted a resolution  au-

thorizing and directing establishment of two 
construction accounts and a sinking fund with 
Depository B ank pursuant to B ond Ordinances 
and Principal Forgiveness Agreements with the 
Tex as Water Development B oard;  appointing 
authorized signatories with respect to such 
accounts;  and resolving other matters relating 
to the subj ect 

l Approved the investment report for the 
quarter ending S eptember 3 0 , 2 0 2 2 .

l Approved a resolution designating the 
Gladewater Mirror the offi cial newspaper for 
the City of Gladewater.

l Approved an ordinance for Gregg County 
2022 Certifi ed Tax Roll Report for the City of 
Gladewater.

l Approved an ordinance for U pshur 
County 2022 Certifi ed Tax Roll Report for the 
City of Gladewater.

l Approved -  following a lengthy public 
hearing  - a request for a Specifi c Use Permit for 
short term rental, event space, and horse shows 
and Air B & B  at 1 0 6 . 3 7  acres and house, more 
commonly known as 2 0 0 0  Gay Avenue ( the 

former J ack Phillips’s estate. )
l Approved -  following a public hear-

ing - a request for a Specifi c Use Permit for 
small business warehouse, personal storage, 
or proj ect space at 1 6 2 1  N.  Lynn S treet.  The 
vote was 5 - 2  for.

l Approved -  following a public hearing -  a 
request for a Specifi c Use Permit for Wine and 
B eer R etailer’s Off- Premise Permit at  2 2 7  S .  
Main S treet, due to a name change.  I t passed 
by a 6 - 0 - 1  vote.

l Approved -  following a public hearing  
-  a request for a Specifi c Use Permit for Wine 
and Malt B everage R etailer’s Permit at 1 0 2  W.  
Pacifi c Avenue. The vote was 6-0-1.

l Approved -  following a public hearing -  
a request for a permit to drill a gas well to be 
located on 6 . 5 9 7  acres  in the vicinity of E.  
Commerce Avenue and approved a land sale of 
the 6 . 5 9 7  acres from the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation to to the drilling 
company -  Petralis Energy.  The purchase puts 
the tax  ex empt GEDCO land back on the tax  
rolls.  The company also will be required to 
maintain the roadway.

l Approved two Fire Protection Agree-
ments  -  one between the City of Gladewater 
and the U pshur County Emergency S ervices 
District # 1  as agent for the City of U nion Grove 
for fi scal year 2023 and the other between 
the U pshur County Emergency S ervices Dis-
trict 1 for fi scal year 2023. The two totaled 
$ 4 4 ,0 0 0 .

l Filled a vacancy on the  Lake B oard.  
At a special meeting held earlier in the week 

the city council approved a resolution authoriz-
ing the fi ling of a solid waste grant application 
with East Tex as Council of Governments and 
the council approved the S esquicentennial 
( 1 5 0 th)  logo for Gladewater’s upcoming cel-
ebration in 2 0 2 3 .

City Hall changing hours,
issues $2.6M in bonds 

Early voting underway across state
Early voting in this year’s midterm elections began Monday and continues through Fri-

day, Nov.  4 .  Election Day is Nov.  8 .  V oters will pick the state’s nex t governor, lieutenant 
governor, attorney general, land commissioner, agriculture commissioner and comptroller 
in statewide races.  District races are also being held for U . S .  representatives, state senators, 
state representatives and members of the S tate B oard of Education.  There are also ballot 
propositions to be decided, as well as county, school board and city races, depending on 
where you live.  

Gregg County voters may vote early at the following locations:

By Tyler Sutton
The month of October brings must win 

games for any school vying for a playoff spot 
in High S chool football and that was what 
was on display Friday night at W. F Lockett 
stadium in J efferson as the Gladewater B ears 
and J efferson B ulldogs battled in a tense 
district showdown that ultimately went the 
way of the B ulldogs 4 2 - 3 5

The B ears opened the game with the 
kickoff going out of bounds and gave the 
Bulldogs great fi eld position at their own 45 
yard line but the Gladewater defense held 
and forced a quick 3  and out.  

The B ears offense quickly went to work 
after a short J efferson punt with Q uarterback 
K yron Wilson found WR  Tyrone Maddox  
for a 2 8  yard touchdown pass and a 7 - 0  
Gladewater lead.  After another J efferson 3  
and out, Gladewater converted a fourth down 
but it was nullifi ed by a penalty giving the 
ball back to J efferson.  The B ulldogs fourth 
down try was no good and they handed the 
ball back to Gladewater.  

As the 2 nd quarter began, J efferson was 
called for a 1 5  yard pass interference which 
set up the B ears at the B ulldogs 2 5  yard line.  
Then 2  plays later Gladewater’s DeV aunte 
Powers found the endzone for a 1 3  yard 

Bears fall in Jefferson, 42-35
touchdown run and gave the B ears a 1 4 - 0  
lead early in the second quarter.  Then the 
B ears defense went to work when Gladewa-
ter’s Latrell Henderson intercepted a Chris 
B owman’s pass.  

Wilson then found K ollin Lewis who 
took the ball down to the 1  yard line and a 
play later Powers found the endzone again 
to give Gladewater a commanding 2 1 - 0  
lead.  J efferson did cut into the lead late in 
the fi rst half when QB EJ Burns took it in 
from 1  yard to cut the B ears lead to 2 1 - 7  
at the half.

After forcing a Gladewater 3  and out to 
begin the 3 rd quarter, B urns went untouched 
up the middle for a 6 2  yard touchdown run 
to make it a 2 1 - 1 4  game two minutes into 
the third quarter.  After back to back defen-
sive stops for both teams, Gladewater’s 
Frank S ierra intercepted a B owman pass 
as the B ulldogs were driving and gave the 
B ears the ball at the 5  yard line.  

B ut J efferson got the tying score when 
Wilson’s pass was intercepted and returned 
for a TD to tie the game at 2 1  headed to 
the fourth quarter.  Gladewater would then 
take the momentum back when Wilson 
again found Maddox , this time for 2 7  

As Halloween Creeps Closer, 
NFPA Urges Public to Keep 

Fire Safety in Mind
Halloween is a boo- tiful time of year, full of spooky celebrations and activities, but 

it also presents some real and scary fi re safety hazards. As the holiday nears, the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association®  ( NFPA® )  is encouraging everyone to take simple 
precautions that can help ensure the holiday remains festively fun.

“As more people plan to celebrate the holiday this year, whether it be trick- or- treating 
or costume parties, we want everyone to know where potential fi re risks exist so they 
can take the steps needed to minimize them,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president of 
Outreach and Advocacy at NFPA.

According to NFPA, an annual average of 770 home structure fi res began with 
decorations between 2014 and 2019, resulting in one civilian fi re death, 26 civilian 
fi re injuries and $13 million in direct property damage. More than two of every fi ve 
(44 percent) of these fi res occurred because the decorations were too close to a heat 
source, such as a candle or hot equipment.

NFPA offers these tips and guidelines for enjoying a fi re-safe Halloween: 
Decorations: Many common decorations like cornstalks, crepe paper, and dried 

fl owers are very fl ammable. Keep these and similar decorations far away from any 
open fl ames or heat sources, like candles, heaters, and light bulbs.

Candles: U sing candles as decoration can be risky if not done correctly.  K eep them 
in a well-  attended area out of the path of potential trick- or- treaters.  R emind children 
of the dangers of open fl ames, and make sure they are always supervised when candles 
are lit.  Ex tinguish candles before leaving an area.

Jack-o-lanterns: Glow sticks or electric candles are the safest choice when it comes 
to lighting up your j ack- o- lantern, but if you choose to use a real candle, do so with 
extreme caution. Light a candle inside a jack-o-lantern using long fi replace matches 
or a utility lighter and keep it away from other decorations.

Costumes: Avoid fabric that billows or trails behind you, as these can easily ignite.  
I f you are making your own costume, avoid loosely woven fabrics like linen and cot-
ton, which can be very fl ammable.

Visibility: Give children fl ashlights or glowsticks for lighting, these can even be 
incorporated into the costume.  I f your child has a mask, ensure the eye holes are large 
enough for them to see clearly.

Smoke Alarms: This is a great time to make sure your smoke alarms are functional 
and up to date.

Exits: Ex its are NOT an appropriate place for decorations.  When decorating, ensure 
that nothing is blocking any escape routes.

“With a little added awareness and planning, people can enjoy a fun-fi lled Halloween 
and stay fi re-safe in the process,” said Carli.

Continued on Page 8

2022

Fall Fest was a big sucess Saturday thanks to the 
Gladewater Police Department, Gladewater Fire 
Department, EMS, City of Gladewater, and 
Gladewater Chamber. Volunteers set up booths 
and bounce houses, served food, popping popcorn, 
and more. DJ Randy kept the Broadway School 
grounds filled with music.  Photos by Jim Bardwell

After a long process of reconstruction, the Lee-Bardwell Public Library will 
hold its re-grand opening Nov. 6 from 2-3:30 p.m. Supply chain delays had  
caused the library project to take longer than expected. Plus the city has now 
hired a fulltime librarian. The new name includes recognition to Suzanne 
Bardwell, who before being killed in a Jan. 7, 2022, car wreck worked 
tirelessly to save the library following the 2021 severe snowstorm. While the 
city had doubts as to the library’s salvation following ma or roof and flooding 
damage, Suzanne saw the need for a place where everyone could come for 
free and learn and receive help. Suzanne raised over $85,000 in grant monies 
to replaced damaged furnishing so insurance money and city funds could be 
used on structural concerns. She also obtained free expert design help from 
library professional at the University of North Texas, which helped create a 
modern library facility. The new library will not only have paperback books 
but will be a multi-media center where citizens can make tele-help calls in 
private glass rooms to their doctor or social security administration or Texas 
Employment Commission, as well as check out video and audio books. 

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022 Vol. 94, No. 46                1 Section,  8 pages 50¢

 Gladewater
 Mirror

  Gladewater
        Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

By Tyler Sutton
On a chilly night in Paris, the 

Gladewater B ears saw their 2 0 2 2  
season come to a end in the open-
ing round of the playoffs 3 3 - 1 4  to 
the Pottsboro Cardinals at Tigers 
stadium in Paris

The B ears won the toss and 
chose to receive and got going on 
offense quickly as they were able 
to get into Cardinals territory but a 
fourth down attempt was no good 
and they turned the ball over on 
downs on their opening drive.  

The Cardinals quickly took 
advantage as Q B  Halen Flanagan 
found WR  J ude B entley on a 3 rd

down to get into B ears territory 
and one play later Flanagan found 
WR  Cameron S anders for a 3 8  
yard touchdown pass to give the 
Cardinals a 6 - 0  lead early in the 
1 st quarter as the PAT was no good.  

Gladewater quickly answered 
back and had a nice drive going 
as Q B  K yron Wilson (  who was 
back under center after missing 
the regular season fi nale vs White 
Oak with a inj ury )  found Tyrone 
Maddox  and K ollin Lewis for big 
gains but his fi nal pass of the drive 
was intercepted at Pottsboro 1 0  
yard line by the Cardinals Cohen 
R ekeita and returned all the way 
back to the Gladewater 2 0  yard 
line. Pottsboro took no time fi nding 
the endzone as Flanagan found WR  
J ade B entley for a 1 9  yard TD pass 
and a 1 3 - 0  Cardinals lead after the 
1 st quarter.

Gladewater got the momentum 
back to begin the 2 nd quarter after 
they forced a Pottsboro missed 
fi eld goal and got big runs of 30 
yards from DeV aunte Powers then 
1 4  yards by G’B randon Polley.  
Powers then fi nished off the drive 
with a 5  yard TD run to cut the Car-
dinals lead down to 1 3 - 7  midway 
through the 2 nd quarter.  

B ut Pottsboro quickly answered 
back after recovering a Gladewa-
ter onside kick and using a short 
fi eld found the endzone again as 
R B  Maj or McB ride found the 
endzone for a 2 0 - 7  Cardinals lead 
at the half.  The B ears once again 
attempted an onside kick to begin 
the 3 rd quarter but the ball went out 
of bounds and gave the Cardinals 
the ball at their own 4 5  yard line.  
Flanagan found S aunders for a 2 5  
yard gain to set up Pottsboro at the 
Gladewater 5  yard line and one 
play later McB ride found S aunders 
on a halfback pass for a 5  yard TD 
and a 2 6 - 7  Pottsboro lead as the ex -
tra point was once again no good.  
Gladewater got into Pottsboro 
territory but could not convert on 
4 th down and turned the ball over 
on downs.  

The Cardinals put the game 
away late in the 3 rd quarter as Fla-
nagan took it in from 3  yards out to 
give the Cardinals a commanding 
3 3 - 7  lead to end the 3 rd quarter.
Gladewater found the endzone
one last time on the season mid
way through the 4 th quarter when
Wilson lofted a beautiful 5 3  yard
TD pass to Maddox  to cut the
Cardinals lead to 3 3 - 1 4 .

Pottsboro would then turn the 
ball over on downs twice as they 
ran out the clock to end the game.

The Bears fi nish the 2022 sea-
son with a 3 - 8  record but made 
the playoffs for the fi fth straight 
season.  

I t’s the 2 nd time in those 5  years 
their season has been ended by 
Pottsboro as it also happened in 
2 0 1 8 .  

The Cardinals improve to 1 0 - 1  
on the season and move on to 
R ound 2  of the Playoffs nex t week 
vs Whitney.

Bears bounced 
from playoffs
by Pottsboro

Cardinals, 33-14

O ld  high school to f ind  new lif e,
investment group  to b uy b uild ing 

Upshur SIU
deputies make
multiple arrests

By Jim Bardwell
The former Gladewater High S chool, which has been 

standing vacant for several years with no plans to fi ll 
the hallways with the hustle and bustle of students, will 
soon fi nd new life breathed into it.

X Elements Developers, an investment group from 
Dallas specializing in commercial properties, submitted 
the high bid of two submitted last week to purchase the 
9 0 - year- old structure.

The bids will be formally voted on at the Gladewater 
I S D’s Nov.  2 1  board meeting.

GI S D S uperintendent Dr.  S edric Clark said last 
Friday at the bid opening that he was very happy with 
the high bid and would be pleased to submit the offer 
to the school board.

Many alumni of the old GHS  building have voiced 
concern for the structure’s future over the years, but 
none chose to step forward and buy the old school when 
it previously came up for sale.  

The school district has been trying to fi nd a buyer 
for many years.  Current board members of the Glade-
water Economic Development Corporation along with 
Gladewater Mayor S cott Owens showed the historic 
school building to the investment group while they were 
ex ploring other investment possibilities in Gladewater 
and they were impressed by the archtecture.

“GEDCO is delighted to be working with a team of 
people dedicated to the preservation of this beloved 
Gladewater landmark.  They have taken our city’s motto 
of “Treasuring the past, while embracing the future” and 
run with it. ,” said Michelle Palmer GEDCO ex ecutive 
director.

The winning bid not only will resurrect an iconic 

structure in Gladewater, but it will also place the land 
and building back on the tax  rolls.

“X Elements Developers are ex cited and grateful to 
be part of the Gladewater community and GEDCO.  
We appreciate the partnership and look forward to 
converting the school into a business center that 
would serve the community while preserving the 
heritage and the history of the school,” said S huj ahat 
B ashir.

The old high school, located at 7 0 0  Melba Avenue,  
was originally built in the early thirties.  I t served as 
the j unior and senior High S chool for grades seven 
thru 1 2 .  

When a new high school was built, the old Neo-
Egyptian Architectural- style high school became the 
middle school.  I t most recently was used as a learning 
facility for area students with disciplinary issues.

The school has a rich history, even touched R ock-
N- R oll greatness when on April 3 0 , 1 9 5 5 , Elvis Pre-
sley performed in the school gymnasium.  S ix  teams
of tickets sellers were dispatched by the club on April
1 2  to canvass the area.  During the weeks before this
show, the Louisiana Hayride heavily promoted it
and there were requests from all over the south and
S outhwest for tickets.  The weekend of the show, there 
was not a vacant hotel or motel room in Gladewater.

B y show time, approx imately 3 ,0 0 0  country music 
fans were j ammed into the 2 ,5 0 0  seats as the Glade-
water High Gymnasium, and everything that would 
be used to fan the air was brought into service.  To 
protect the basketball fl oor, a combination covering 
of paper and canvas was laid down.  Admission was 
$ 1 . 0 0  for adults and 5 0 - cents for children.

By Phillip Williams
The S pecial I nvestigations U nit 

of the U pshur County S heriff’s Of-
fi ce arrested seven individuals on 
various charges in October, S heriff 
Larry Webb said Monday.

Details of the cases, based on 
a report from sheriff’s Lt.  Gary 
S hirley, were as follows, said the 
sheriff, adding that all involved 
traffi c stops and that all suspects 
were taken to the county j ail in 
Gilmer.

A 3 5 - year- old Gilmer woman 
was arrested Oct.  3  for misde-
meanor possession of a controlled 
substance ( X anax ) .

The unit was working drug in-
terdiction in the Gladewater area 
when it stopped her at the inter-
section of U . S .  8 0  and FM 2 6 8 5 , 
resulting in seizing less than 2 8  
grams of X anax .

A man and woman were arrested 
on drug charges the same day 
when the unit stopped them at the 
intersection of FM 7 2 6  and B ob-
O- Link R oad.

B obby Green J r. , 5 8 , of Glade-
water, was charged with possession 
of a controlled substance- - at least 
one, but less than four grams of 
methamphetmine.

Wanda Coleman, 5 6 , of Gilmer, 
was charged with possession of 
controlled substance- - more than 
four, but less than 2 0 0 , grams of 
methamphetamine.

The unit was investigating suspi-
cious activity at the Lucky 7  game 
room on U . S .  2 7 1  in the West 
Mountain area when it stopped 
the couple.  With the help of K - 9  
drug- detecting dog Marco, the S I U  
seized about 1 0  grams of metham-
phetamine.

Deletta Diane Parrish, 5 3 , of 
B onham, was arrested Oct.  1 0  on a 
charge of possession of a controlled 
substance- - less than one gram of 
methamphetamine.

The unit was again probing 
suspicious activity at the Lucky 
7  when it stopped Parrish at the 
intersection of 2 7 1  and Eagle R oad.  
With Marco’s assistance, the S I U  
seized a quantity of methamphet-
amine.

Anna Marie Thomas, 4 8 , of 
Gilmer, was arrested Oct.  1 8  on a 
charge of possession of controlled 
substance- - less than one gram of 
methamphetamine.

The unit was performing drug 
interdiction in the U nion Grove 
area when it stopped her at the 
intersection of 2 7 1  and North Point 
Pleasant R oad.  With Marco’s aid, 
the S I U  seized a quantity of meth-
amphetamine.

In a case where a suspect fl ed 
on foot after the unit stopped his 
vehicle, a 2 1 - year- old Longview 
man was arrested Oct.  2 2  on three 
misdemeanor charges.

The S I U  was assisting Gilmer 
police when the unit observed a 
suspicious vehicle at the intersec-
tion of Taylor and Davis S treets.  
The fl eeing driver was located and 
arrested on charges of possession 
of marij uana, evading arrest, and 
unlawful carrying of a weapon.

( Webb noted that carrying a 
handgun while committing certain 
offenses is a crime under Tex as 
law) .

Adolfo Lopez S orlozano, 4 3 , of 
Gilmer, was arrested Oct.  2 5  on 
charges of felony possession of 
controlled substance- - less than one 
gram of methamphetamine- - and 
misdemeanor unlawful carrying 
of a weapon.

The S I U  was investigating suspi-
cious activity at the Country S tore 
game room on Tex as 1 5 5  in Pritch-
ett community when it stopped 
S orlozano at the intersection of 
the highway and Holly R oad.  
Methamphetamine and a fi rearm 
were seized.

Gladewater ushers 
in holidays with Magical 

Open House event
in holidays with Magical 
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The Lee- B ardwell Public Library will be formal-
ly re- dedicated this S unday afternoon with a ribbon 
cutting and come- and- go event from 2 - 3 :3 0  p. m.  .

The new name recognizes S uzanne B ardwell, 
who before being killed 
in a J an.  7 , 2 0 2 2   car 
wreck, worked tireless-
ly to save the library fol-
lowing the 2 0 2 1  severe 
snowstorm.  The library 
sustained maj or dam-
age from frozen pipes 
bursting and flooding 
the interior of the build-
ing and the roof had to 
be completely replaced.

S ome city officials 
had serious doubts the 

library could be salvaged, but S uzanne saw the 
need for a place where everyone could come for 
free and learn and receive help.  S uzanne spoke 
out at many city council meetings, wrote editori-
als calling for the library to stay an essential part 
of the community’s fabric and successfully rallied 
the needed council support to save the building.  

And when funding was found to be lacking she 
didn’t retreat -  instead she wrote grants and raised 
over $ 8 5 ,0 0 0  to replace damaged furnishing so 

Early voting ends 
Friday, Nov. 4

Early voting for the general election ends this Friday, Nov.  4 , with the 
closely watched governor’s race pitting incumbent Gov.  Greg Abbott 
against challenger B eto O’ R ourke headlining the ballot.  A number of 
other statewide races are on the ballot, including lieutenant governor, 
attorney general, land commissioner, agriculture commissioner and 
comptroller.  

Voters can find polling places in their county by visiting VoteTexas.
gov.  Those voting early can visit any location in the county in which 
they’re registered.  However, those who choose to vote on Election Day 
must go to the specific precinct in which they live. 

The mid- term election is set for Tuesday, Nov.  8 .
Gregg County voters may vote early at the following locations:
MAIN EARLY VOTING LOCATION:
Gregg County Courthouse 101 E Methvin St, 1st Floor, Longview,
WEEK 1: Mon, Oct 24 – Fri, Oct 28, 8 AM to 5 PM; Sat, Oct 29, 7 AM to 7 PM
WEEK 2: Sun, Oct 30, 10 AM to 4 PM; Mon, Oct 31 – Fri, Nov 4, 7 AM to 7 PM
BRANCH EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS:
Judson Community Center, 1129 FM 1844, Longview
Greggton Community Center, 3211 W Marshall Ave, Longview
Elderville Community Center, 10450 HWY 349, Longview
Meadowbrook Country Club, 1306 Houston St, Kilgore
Stamper Resource Center 502 S. Center St, Longview
Community Connections, 501 Pine Tree Rd, Longview
Sabine ISD Old Elementary Cafeteria, 5219 Old Hwy 135 N, Liberty City
Jim Nall Training Center, 100 W. Church St, White Oak
WEEK 1: Mon, Oct 24 – Fri, Oct 28, 8 AM to 5 PM; Sat, Oct 29, 10 AM to 4 PM
WEEK 2: Mon, Oct 31 – Fri, Nov 4, 8 AM to 5 PM
Early voting in U pshur County for the Nov.  8  general election will be held 

at the Gilmer Civic Center now through Nov.  4 .
No early nor election- day voting will be held at the U pshur County Court-

house in Gilmer, the usual site for early in- person balloting in recent years.  
The civic center is at 1 2 1 8  U . S .  Hwy.  2 7 1  North.

V oting hours are 7  a. m. - 7  p. m.  Monday through Friday, Oct.  2 8 ;  8  a. m. -
5  p. m.  Oct.  2 9 ;  1 0  a. m. - 2  p. m.  Oct.  3 0 ;  and 7  a. m. - 7  p. m.  Oct.  3 1 - Nov.  4 .

What to know on Election Day
On Election Day, Gregg and U pshur counties participate in the County-

wide Polling Place Program ( CWPP)  –  commonly referred to as ‘ V ote 
Centers’ –  so you can vote at any location in your county of residence.  

Election Day voting hours are 7  a. m.  to 7  p. m.  at all polling places 
statewide.  For questions regarding polling places, always consult your 
County Elections Office. Gladewater’s Gregg County voters may cast 
their ballot at the Gladewater First Methodist Church, 2 1 7  W Q uitman 
Ave.  while Gladewater’s U pshur County voters may cast their ballot at 
S t.  J ames B aptist Church located at 2 8 0 0  W.  Commerce.

When you arrive at the polling place, you will be asked to present one 
of the seven (7) acceptable forms of photo identification, unless you are 
a voter with a permanent exemption on your voter registration certificate. 
If you do not possess a form of acceptable photo identification and you 
cannot reasonably obtain one, show a supporting form of identification 
to the election official and execute a Reasonable Impediment Declara-
tion. The election official will ask if you have moved and then ask you 
to sign the list of people who have voted in the precinct.  Depending on 
the type of election –  local, statewide, national, or combination –  you 
will be handed:

A paper ballot on which you will select your choices and which will 
be counted by hand;

A paper ballot on which you will select your choices by darkening 
an oval, completing an arrow, or “marking” with the aid of a voting 
machine;  or

A slip of paper with a numerical access code or, in some counties, a 
ballot activator card. In the next available voting booth, enter your code 
or card and let the on- screen instructions guide you through the process 
of electronic voting.

What’s allowed at the polling place?
The 100-Foot Marker

When you go to your polling place, you will likely notice a cone or 
other distance marker placed 1 0 0  feet from the entrance of the building.  
I nside that 1 0 0  foot mark, you are not allowed to post, use or distribute 
any political signs or literature relating to a candidate, political party or 
measure appearing on your ballot in that election.

Cell Phones and Other Devices
Under Texas law, persons are not allowed to use wireless communica-

tions devices within 1 0 0  feet of voting stations.  Additionally, persons are 
not allowed to use mechanical or electronic devices to record sound or 
images within 1 0 0  feet of the voting stations.

Devices that should not be used in the polling place include:
Cell phones
Cameras
Tablet computers
Laptop computers
S ound recorders
Any other device that may communicate wirelessly, or be used to 

record sound or images.

What can’t I wear to the polls?
In Texas, a person may not wear apparel or a similar communicative 

device relating to a candidate, measure, or political party appearing on 
the ballot in the current election, but a person may wear such apparel 
relating to a candidate, measure, or political party that does NOT appear 
on the ballot in the current election.

I n other words, if you are wearing a hat, t- shirt, or button relating to a 
candidate, measure or political party that does not appear on the ballot 
in the current election, you are not violating Texas law.

However, if you are wearing apparel relating to a candidate, measure, 
or political party on the ballot, a presiding j udge has the ability to enforce 
the law within the 1 0 0 - foot marker outside of the polling place entrance.  
Y ou may be asked to remove or cover up your apparel before entering 
the building.

By Phillip Williams
The U pshur County Grand J ury returned 3 6  indict-

ments, 1 3  of them sealed, in Gilmer last Thursday, said 
District Attorney B illy B yrd.

Defendants, charges and bond information in the 
open indictments were as follows, and unless otherwise 
shown, the defendant was released on the amount of 
bond listed, Byrd’s office said:

K oda Lee Fields, 3 3 , of Gladewater, evading arrest/
detention with vehicle on Aug.  2 9 .  Although he posted 
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  bond on this charge, he remained in the county 
j ail at Gilmer on unrelated charges.

R onnie K wame Gordon, 3 2 , of Gladewater, evad-
ing arrest/ detention with vehicle on Dec.  3 1 , 2 0 2 1 .  
Although he posted $ 1 0 ,0 0 0  bond on that charge, he, 
too, remained j ailed on unrelated charges.

Eric William Dozier, 6 6 , of Gilmer, indecency with 
a child on May 1 5 ,$ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ;

Michael Eugene R osborough, 5 8 , of Longview, 
sexual assault--habitual offender on May 29, $50,000; 

David Earl Hickman J r. , 2 4 , of Ore City, burglary 
of building on Aug.  1 7 .  He remained in county j ail at 
Gilmer under $ 2 5 ,0 0 0  bond.

Marcus Andrew Holloway, 3 9 , of Tyler, driving 
while intoxicated--subsequent offense--habitual of -
fender on J uly 4 , $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ;

Danny Guy S olomon, 6 7 , of Gilmer, driving while 
intoxicated--subsequent offense on May 25, $10,000;

B lake Lenard S hafer, 2 7 , of Diana, charged in a 
single indictment with two counts of driving while 
intoxicated with child passenger on Aug. 23, $1,500;

R andy William S harp, 5 9 , of Gilmer, possession of 
controlled substance ( methaphetamine)  with intent to 
deliver on Aug.  1 8 , $ 8 0 ,0 0 0 ;

Gary Dermiztes Elder J r. , 2 8 , of B ig S andy, assault/
family violence- - occlusion on Aug.  1 4 , $ 2 5 ,0 0 0 ;

B rody Lynn Powledge, 2 1 , of B ig S andy, evad-
ing arrest/ detention with vehicle on April 2 , 2 0 2 1 , 
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 ;

Tina Marie B ennett, 5 3 , of B ig S andy, evading ar-
rest/ detention with vehicle on May 7 , $ 5 ,0 0 0 ;

Nicole Marie Wilson, 4 2 , of Cedar R apids, I owa, 
possession of controlled substance ( methamphet-
amine)  on Aug.  9 .  Although she posted $ 2 5 ,0 0 0   bond, 
she was re- j ailed on a “release of surety” when the 

Local men indicted for evading arrest

L ib rary d ed ication set f or S und ay
insurance money and other city funds could be 
used on structural concerns.  S uzanne also reached 
out to dedicated community leaders like J ohn Paul 
and Beverley Tallent for financial support and they 
joined Suzanne’s fight by donating $10,000 to the 
worthy cause.  

She also obtained free expert design help from li-
brary professionals at the University of North Texas, 
which has helped to create a modern library facility 
that will serve generations of Gladewater residents.  
The new library is far more than a repository for 
books, it is a multi- media center where citizens can 
go digital with a wide array of free services.

“ I  never had a doubt the library wouldn’t be saved 
once S uzanne set her mind to bringing it back to 
life,” said J im B ardwell, S uzanne’s husband and 
co- owner of the Gladewater Mirror.  “Anyone who 
knows S uzanne knows she is a force to be reckoned 
with.

“S uzanne was an educator all her life and she 
influenced the lives of so many students over the 
3 0 - plus years she taught.  With this library she will 
continue to educate generations to come and I  know 
she would be so grateful and humbled that the city 
chose to rename the library in her honor, allowing 
her to j oin the library’s founder Helen Lee in con-
tinuing to serve the people of Gladewater.  I  thank 
you for keeping her dream alive. ”

SUZANNE BARDWELL

By Phillip Williams
U pshur County Commission-

ers Court on Monday authorized 
County J udge Todd Tefteller to 
sign and execute documents re -
quired by the Texas Historical 
Commission for the impending 
maj or restoration of the 8 5 - year-
old county courthouse.

Moving certain county offices 
from the courthouse to the former 
Gilmer I S D administration build-
ing a few blocks away, targeted 
for J anuary, is the county’s current 
“big chore,” said Tefteller.  

The overseer of the estimated 
$ 1 2 . 8  million proj ect, partly fi-
nanced by the state, has estimated 
the courthouse must be vacated for 
2 4 - 2 7  months, Tefteller told the 
court.  I t is designed to restore the 
five-story courthouse largely, with 
some modifications, to its appear-
ance when completed in 1 9 3 7 .

Upshur courthouse restoration OK’d 

Tefteller, a former Gilmer school 
board president, said school S upt.  
R ick Albritton had led him to 
believe Gilmer I S D would lease 
the former administration build-
ing, which is even older than the 
courthouse, to the county for three 
years at $ 1  annually, then sell it 
for $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0  if the county wants 
to buy it.  

The two- story brick building, 
which has served over the years as 

the school district’s high school, j u-
nior high and intermediate school, 
is at the intersection of Trinity 
S treet and Warren Avenue.  A va-
cant gymnasium stands adj acent 
to it.

Tefteller noted one feature of the 
restoration will include re- opening 
the long- sealed balcony at the 
rear of the third-floor courtroom 
where the commissioners court 
now meets.
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Caution urged when preparing 
your feast this Thanksgiving, by 
far the leading day of the year 

or  ho e coo in  fi res
As Thanksgiving nears, the National Fire Protection Association urges 

added caution when preparing the holiday feast, as Thanksgiving Day 
represents the leading day of the year for home cooking fi res. Between 
three and four times as many cooking fi res occur on Thanksgiving Day 
as a typical day of the year.

“Thanksgiving is a hectic holiday, with multiple dishes cooking and 
baking at the same time, along with lots of guests, entertaining, and other 
distractions in the home that can make it easy to lose sight of what’s on the 
stove or in the oven,” said Lorraine Carli, vice president of Outreach and 
Advocacy at NFPA. “Unattended cooking is the leading cause of home 
cooking fi res, so we strongly encourage people keep a close eye on what 
they’re cooking and to minimize the likelihood of getting distracted.”

NFPA data shows that cooking was the leading cause of reported home 
structure fi res and civilian fi re injuries and the second-leading cause of 
civilian fi re deaths and direct property damage, on annual average be-
tween 2015-2019. On Thanksgiving Day alone, an estimated 1,400 home 
cooking fi res were reported to U.S. fi re departments in 2019, refl ecting 
a 228 percent increase over the daily average.

“The good news is that the vast majority of cooking fi res are prevent-
able,” said Carli. “By taking simple steps and precautions to minimize 
the likelihood of having a cooking fi re, everyone can enjoy a festive, 
fi re-safe Thanksgiving.”

The following are tips and recommendations from NFPA to help people 
cook safely this Thanksgiving:

l Never leave the kitchen while cooking on the stovetop. Some types 
of cooking, especially those that involve frying or sautéing with oil, need 
continuous attention.

l When cooking a turkey, remain at home and check it regularly.
l Make use of timers to keep track of cooking times, particularly for 

foods that require longer cook times.
l Keep things that can catch fi re like oven mitts, wooden utensils, 

food wrappers, and towels at least three feet away from the cooking area.
l Avoid long sleeves and hanging fabrics that can come in contact 

with a heat source.
l Always cook with a lid beside your pan. If you have a fi re, slide the 

lid over the pan and turn off the burner. Do not remove the cover because 
the fi re could start again. Let the pan cool for a long time. Never throw 
water or use a fi re extinguisher on the fi re.

l For an oven fi re, turn off the heat and keep the door closed. Only 
open the door once you’re confi dent the fi re is completely out, standing 
to the side as you do. If you have any doubts or concerns, contact the 
fi re department for assistance.

l Keep children at least three feet away from the stove. Kids should 
also stay away from hot foods and liquids, as steam or splash from these 
items could cause severe burns.

In addition, NFPA strongly discourages the use of turkey fryers that 
use cooking oil, which can cause devastating burns. For a safe alterna-
tive, NFPA recommends purchasing a fried turkey from a grocery store 
or restaurant or buying a fryer that does not use oil.

How much more will your 
Thanksgiving meal co$t this year?
Turkeys, potatoes, stuffi ng and pumpkin pie.
Unfortunately, all the fi xings for a Thanksgiving 

meal are going to cost more this fall.
Hot infl ation has cooked pocketbooks this year, 

peaking at 9.1% in June but slowing last month. 
This has hit everything from rent to healthcare 
costs, and grocery prices alone have gone up 12.4% 
in a year.

“There’s really no escaping the higher food prices 
this holiday season,” said Michigan State University 
food economist David Ortega.

 Overall, market research firm IRI predicts 
Thanksgiving dinners will cost 13.5% more this 
year. That’s up from the $53.31 average cost of a 
Thanksgiving meal for 10 in 2021 and $46.90 two 
years ago, according to the American Farm Bureau.

Everything from lingering supply chain issues, 
the war in Ukraine and climate change have played 
a role in rising costs.

Let’s look at a few grocery items that will have 
bigger price tags:

Turkey is the centerpiece on many Thanksgiving 
tables. But turkey prices have risen nearly 17% 
annually now costing roughly $2.45 per pound 
compared to $1.75 this time last year, according 
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture national 
retail report.

Ortega says this is caused by “a combination of 
various things.”

Predominantly, 5.4 million turkeys  or 2.5% 
of all turkeys slaughtered for meat in 2021  were 
killed this year to slow the spread of a deadly avian 
fl u, the U.S. Department of Agriculture reported in 
July. Another 1.79 million turkeys died during a 
second wave of the fl u this fall.

High costs of feed, fertilizer and fuel paired with 
high seasonal demand also pushed up prices.

“It’s not just one thing. It’s multiple,” Ortega said. 
”When you look at a Thanksgiving meal you can 

really see where all these factors are playing a role in 
raising prices.”

Even though wholesale turkey prices are up shoppers 
might not see sky-high sticker prices.

Ortega says it’s common for turkeys to be a “loss 
leader,” meaning grocery stores will lower the price to 
draw more customers. Then stores will markup prices 
on other items like stuffi ng, cranberry sauce and fried 
onions to top your green bean casserole.

Fruits and vegetables are also costing more partly 
due to climate change.

“When you look at the Thanksgiving meal, fruit and 
vegetable production has been affected domestically 
out west by some of this adverse weather,” Ortega said.

Extreme drought plagued the western United States 
this year, likely impacting food prices. In mid-July, 
federal offi cials said more than 32% of the land in Cali-
fornia, Texas, Oregon, Nevada, Utah, and New Mexico 
was experiencing “extreme or exceptional drought.”

“That’s not just affecting yields and productivity 
but it’s also posting challenges for supply chains and 
transportation,” Ortega said.

Potatoes, another Thanksgiving staple, cost nearly 
$1 a pound compared to 80 cents last year.

Officers recognized for saving man’s life

City’s local sales tax revenue continues to beat previous year

Gladewater Officer Jairo Arteaga and Sgt. Jason Smith were presented the “life saving bar” 
by Chief Gordon Freeman at Thursday’s council meeting. The two officers’ quick actions on 
Nov. 10 saved a man’s life who had overdosed on heroin.   Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Jim Bardwell
Quick action by Gladewater Offi cer Jairo Arteaga 

and Sgt. Jason Smith on Nov. 10 is being credited for 
saving a man’s life who had overdosed on heroin inside 
a local grocery store.

The two offi cers were presented the “life saving 
bar” by Police Chief Gordon Freeman at Thursday’s 
Gladewater City Council meeting. 

According to Freeman, the victim was found un-
conscious in the store’s restroom. The offi cers quickly 
assessed the situation as a drug overdose and began life 
saving measures that resulted in the victim surviving. 

Freeman said “If not for the training and experience 
of Sgt. J. Smith  and Offi cer J. Arteaga and their col-
lective fast thinking and team effort it was apparent to 
all the subject would have most likely died as result of 

the drug overdoes.”
In other business the council:
l Adopted a resolution authorizing application for 

fi nancial assistance from the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board.

l Approved a fi rst amendment to a performance 
agreement between the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation and Imperial Industries, 
Inc. dba PMM Products, extending timelines due to 
supply-chain issues.

l Conducted an employee evaluation of the City 
Treasurer after 90 days and approved a pay increase 
to $70,000 per year.

New city hall hours start Monday, Nov. 28th - 
Monday - Thursday 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Friday 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m..

DPS pushing 
drunk-driving 

prevention
Through New Year’s Day, 

the Texas Department of 
Transportation is teaming up 
with law enforcement across 
the state to target motorists 
driving under the infl uence 
of alcohol. Nearly  one-
fourth of all traffi c fatalities 
during last year’s monthlong 
holiday season involved 
drunk driving.

“With everything going 
on in the world these past 
few years, we want everyone 
to be able to celebrate this 
joyous time of year without 
the tragic consequences of 
drinking and driving,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams. “Get togeth-
er with family and friends 
and have a great time, but 
please find an alternative 
way home if you choose to 
drink. You have many op-
tions available.”

The state has launched a 
series of public service an-
nouncements emphasizing 
its Drive Sober. No Regrets 
campaign.

Tips to prevent space heater fi res
With the winter weather comes an increased risk of fi res caused by space heaters, which 

have resulted in several fatalities in Texas during the last few years. The Texas Department 
of Insurance offers the following tips for keeping the household safe when using these 
popular heaters:

• Inspect the heaters before using, making sure there are no cracked or broken plugs or 
loose connections.

• Don’t place the heater too close to furniture, bedding or clothing, keeping at least 3 feet 
of space between the heater and anything that can burn.

• Always plug heaters directly into wall outlets, not into extension cords or power strips.
• Be aware that children or household pets can inadvertently knock over a heater or get 

too close and burn themselves. Keep heaters out of hallways and other spaces where either 
two-legged or four-legged critters pass by. Ideally, look for models that shut off automati-
cally when tipped over.

• Never store fl ammable liquids in the same room as a heater, and always turn space 
heaters off before leaving the room or going to bed. 
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GLADEWATER PRIMARY
KINDERGARTEN

MS. GLADDEN
De� Santa,  My name is Brylee I am 5 ye�s 
�d.  This ye� I have been nice. These �e 
three things I am wishing f�.

KiThin, TlyseoTa buk. I will set �t c�kies 
and milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, 
Brylee C��l

De� Santa, My name is Audrey I am 6 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice The-
ses �e three things I am wishing f� B�bie 
H�se, Robot Dog Diap� f� d�l I will set 
�t c�kies and milk f� y�   Christmas 
Eve. Fr�, Audrey 

De� Santa, My name is SKYl� I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� make up, DoLL 
H�se, Swimming P�l I will set �t c�kies 
and milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, 
SKYl�

De� Santa, My name is Jane I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� baby set with 
kitchen, play diap�s, baby f�d, Puzzlesl 
I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, Jane

De� Santa, My name is Lilliann I am 6 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� Unic�n, 
shoes, kitchen I will set �t c�kies and milk 
f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Lilliann

De� Santa, My name is Kingst  I am 6 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� Legos, bas-
ketball I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y� 
  Christmas Eve. Fr�, Kingst  

De� Santa, My name is mA�hew I am 5 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� new shoes, 
Tric�t�. I will set �t c�kies and milk f� 
y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, mA�hew

De� Santa, My name is Abigail I am 5 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice The-
ses �e three things I am wishing f� Fl��, 
d�l, make up set I will set �t c�kies and 
milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Abigail

De� Santa, My name is Sabastian I am 5 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� skatebo�d, 
PS-4, Robot.  I will set �t c�kies and milk 
f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Audrey 

De� Santa, My name is Cays  I am 6 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� x-b�, t� 
snake, kitchen. I will set �t c�kies and milk 
f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Audrey 

De� Santa, My name is Brantlee I am 6 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� x-b�, c� 
duty game.  I will set �t c�kies and milk 
f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Brantlee

De� Santa, My name is Mylah I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� LOL H�se, 
B�bie d�l, Fl��s and make-up.  I will 
set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   Christ-
mas Eve. Fr�, Mylah

De� Santa, My name is Kinsley I am 5 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice The-
ses �e three things I am wishing f� Doct� 
set, Truck, Princess C�put�.  I will set �t 
c�kies and milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. 
Fr�, Kinsley 

De� Santa, My name is Luke I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� b�n, J�assic 
P�k stuff, IPAD.  I will set �t c�kies and 
milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Luke 

De� Santa, My name is C n� I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� man, c�, ball.  
I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, C n�

MRS. FOLEY

 De� Santa, My name is Kinley I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� BCD, HPT, Mie.  
I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, Kinley 

De� Santa, My name is Rilynn I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� l�, Bres.  I will 
set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   Christmas 
Eve. Fr�, Rilynn

De� Santa, My name is Halle I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� LOL DOL yo-
ny¡n, ELF.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� 
y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Halle

De� Santa, My name is JacoB I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f�.  I will set �t 
c�kies and milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. 
Fr�, JacoB

De� Santa, My name is ADALYNN I am 5 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� STic LiP, 
Koke, DRees.  I will set �t c�kies and milk 
f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, ADALYNN

De� Santa, My name is Al£sio I am   ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� SocR AES, HTT.  
I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, Al£sio

De� Santa, My name is Ari I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f�.  I will set �t 
c�kies and milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. 
Fr�, Ari 

De� Santa, My name is Paige I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing goddog, aht, maky.  
I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, Paige 

De� Santa, My name is Price I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� GPS, NG, Cat.  
I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, Price 

De� Santa, My name is Av�y I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� Soc B� Tazble, 
SS �.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y� 
  Christmas Eve. Fr�, Av�y 

De� Santa, My name is Declan I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� SPinaS , Mak, 
M�eod.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� 
y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Declan 

De� Santa, My name is Le �do I am 6 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses 
�e three things I am wishing f� nut, CRu, 
CRu.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y� 
  Christmas Eve. Fr�, Le �do

De� Santa, My name is N¥a I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� makup, Hat, 
MaI.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y�   
Christmas Eve. Fr�, N¥a 

De� Santa, My name is Edw�d I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� 100 PK, K�, 
h�p.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y� 
  Christmas Eve. Fr�, Edw�d 

De� Santa, My name is A�mabi I am 4 
ye�s �d. This ye� I have been: nice The-
ses �e three things I am wishing f� amiam, 
man.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� y� 
  Christmas Eve. Fr�, A�mAbi 

MRS KULAK

De� Santa, My name is Wya� I am 5 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� teddy be�, tab-
let, �t supplies.  I will set �t c�kies and 
milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Wya� 

De� Santa, My name is Michael I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� F�tnite Game. 
f�tball, basketball.  I will set �t c�kies and 
milk f� y�   Christmas Eve. Fr�, Michael 

De� Santa, My name is Kylee I am 6 ye�s 
�d. This ye� I have been: nice Theses �e 
three things I am wishing f� IPad, c ©�l� 
basketball.  I will set �t c�kies and milk f� 

Thanks to everyone who attended this year’s  Chamber 
Christmas Parade in Downtown Historic Gladewater 
Friday night after a four-day rain delay. The udges had 
some tough decisions but these are the winners - First 
Place was CUB SCOUT PACK 196, Second Place was 
CHARLIE S OWBALL with real snow, and Third Place 
was won by SOMMER’S WELDI G! And thanks to this 
year’s  Man and Woman of the ear - Jim Bardwell and 
Cathy Shipp.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO EVERYONE!!!

Christmas Parade 2022
Continued inside
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Continued on Page 4

GLADEWATER CHAMBER CHRISTMAS PARADE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13th at 6 p.m.

THEME: “THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS ON MAIN STREET”

The Gladewater Fire Department is starting a new Volun-
teer Helper program - the new Bucket Brigade Volunteers, 
who will  be able to help GFD  re  ghters and staff at many 
events. The GFD introduced this idea at its open house 
held Dec. 3 at the Gladewater Fire Department. Fire  ghters 
served hot dogs, conducted  tours of the station, answered 
questions and presented information about its new Bucket 
Brigade volunteers.

Union Grove’s unior high One-Act Play cast and crew won their district contest Wednesday, 
ov. 30, besting performances from Big Sandy, McLeod, Hawkins, Harleton, and Ore City 

middle schools. Bella Foster and Danica Vestal won Honor Crew awards, Miley ono an 
Honorable Mention All-Star Cast award, Briana Bowling All-Star Cast, and Konner Long and 
Jill Taylor Top Performer Awards.

Gladewater ISD parents need to sign up for the “ParentView” app now! All students were  
issued a bus ID card on ov 30 so they can scan onto the bus for school trips or daily 
routes. ou will need your student’s ID  and 4-digit registration code to enroll. Call the 
office if you need these numbers! 903-845-2243. Download the App here  iPhone https
apps.apple.com us app id1518169668 or Android https play.google.com store apps
details.

B usV iew’s “ParentV iew” App, which the Gladewater 
IS D S chool B oard recently approved to allow parents the 
ability to know where their children are while comign to 
an dfrom school, is a free mobile app for parents and can 
be downloaded for Android at Google Play and for Apple 
via the App S tore. 

Please search for “N FT Parent V iew” to find and 
download the app. For simplicity, the school has links for 
both platforms on their website: https://nftbusview.com/
getParentV iew.html. Y ou can also scroll-down to “W eb 
L ogin” for a web-based version of ParentV iew ( for parents 
without S mart-phones) 

Once you have downloaded the ParentV iew app, you 
will launch and then “R egister N ew Account.” 

To begin, you will register your student data: 
•  Campus N ame 
•  S tudent ID 
•  R egistration Code –  This code is accessed via R eg 

Code Download under “S tudentV iew” = >  “Administra-
tion” = >  “Data Admin” and the school needs to provide 
this to parents with legal parental rights in a secure manner 

•  S tudent Date of B irth

If you have additional children, you will click 
“Add Child” and enter the same details for each 
additional child. 

W hen it come to changing bus routes or to parent 
pickup follow these steps: 

•  To change the B us R oute or to Parent Pickup 
for your child, click “Change B us R eq uest” 

•  N ext select the “Date of R ide”...you can also 
select “M ulti-Day” 

•  Then select if your “student knows about the 
change” 

Then select “Parent Pickup” or Different B us 
R oute”

•  If you are changing the bus route, you can type 
the address or select from “S aved Addresses” that 
you have used before and saved

•  And lastly, you have the abilities to add “N otes” 
There are several subscriptions that parents can 

access via ParentV iew to monitor their student’s 
location and to receive alerts to ensure on-time 
boarding or when parents meet their student( s) on 
home arrival, especially for the small ones, and 

By Phillip Williams
U pshur County Commissioners 

Court last week approved accept-
ing $100,000 in federal grant funds 
to help fi nance the forthcoming his-
torical renovation of the 85-year-
old county courthouse.

The L ocal Assistance and Tribal 
Consistency Grant will provide 
part of the matching funds which 
the county must pay to receive state 
funding for the proj ect. 

The courthouse in Gilmer will 
soon be vacated for up to three 
years as offi ces there will tempo-
rarily move to the nearby former 
Gilmer IS D administration build-
ing. Plans call for restoring the 
5-story brick building’s interior 
largely to its original appearance 
when it was completed in 1937.

At the court’s N ov. 30 meeting 
in Gilmer, County Judge Todd 
Tefteller praised County Auditor 
Connie W illiams for learning about 
the federal grant, which is being 
paid in two $50,000 increments. 
( One has already been made). W il-
liams in turn credited Tefteller’s 
administrative assistant, Kristin 
Culberson, for her role in procuring 
the federal funds.

In other business N ov. 30, the 
court voted to table executing an 
amendment to its agreement with 
E CB  R x, L L C, concerning the pos-
sibility of adding select specialty 
drugs to the insurance plan cover-
ing county workers and offi cials.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Gene 
Dolle said that a representative of 
the county’s third-party insurance 
administrator, Employee Benefi ts 
Consulting of Tyler, had told him 
the court needed to table the pro-
posal because of a misunderstand-
ing. Dolle q uoted the representa-
tive, R achel M eans, as saying the 
matter wasn’t supposed to be on 
the meeting agenda.

Grant obtained 
for courthouse 

renovation

Economist
Ray Perryman 
cites benefi ts 

of ESDs
A new report from noted econo-

mist Dr. Ray Perryman fi nds that 
across Texas, E mergency S ervices 
Districts are more cost effective 
than municipalities in delivering 
emergency services.

E S Ds are independent, grassroots 
governments created by voters to 
provide fi re protection, emergency 
medical response or both. E mer-
gency S ervices Districts protect 
more than 10 million Texans.

Perryman’s researchers collected 
tax data for E S Ds and for similarly 
siz ed municipalities in the same geo-
graphic area. Using census fi gures, 
the report calculated the per capita 
expenditure for both E mergency 
S ervices Districts and municipalities.

In 19 areas, the E S Ds were less 
expensive and more cost effective, 
the report concluded. In many areas, 
the difference was dramatic. For 
example, a taxpayer in Jefferson 
County E S D N o. 4 paid $49.42 in 
taxes for emergency services. In 
the nearby cities of N ederland and 
Groves, a taxpayer paid more than 
double that amount —  $101.70.

A taxpayer in S mith County E S D 
N o. 2 paid $45.84 for emergency ser-
vices;  in the city of Tyler, the county 
seat, a taxpayer paid more than four 
times that amount —  $185.86, the 
research showed.

Perryman extended the analysis to 
look at what that means for the Texas 
economy as a whole. The savings in 
areas served by E mergency S ervices 
Districts from what they would have 
to pay for municipal service would 
amount to $1.2 billion in annual 
gross product for Texas and generate 
an estimated 12,081 j obs.

“E mergency S ervices Districts 
provide a stable source of funds for 
fi re protection and other protective 
services. They also provide notable 
cost savings compared to other op-
tions such as contracting with a 
municipality,” the report concluded.

“W ithout the resources provided 
by E S Ds, many areas would be faced 
with inadeq uate protective services,” 
the report states. “In some areas, it is 
diffi cult to retain suffi cient numbers 
of volunteers ( in fact, there has been 
an ongoing, long-term pattern of re-
duction in volunteers). These trends 
increase the need for more formal 
funding structures and stable systems 
such as those provided by E S Ds.”
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City council 
to evaluate 

PD/FD chiefs

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced last week he will send 
cities, counties, transit systems 
and special purpose districts $1.1 
billion in local sales tax allocations 
for December, 12.4 percent more 
than in December 2021.

These allocations are based on 
sales made in October by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly.

Gladewater’s growth continues 
for the 15th month in a row - post-
ing a 17.17-percent increase in 
sales tax revenue over 2021 and 
a 14-29-percent boost for the year 
when compared to 2021’s year-to-
date fi gures. See chart for details.

Gladewater posts sales tax revenue increase for 15-straight months

The 28th Annual Truman Smith Toy Run roared into town Saturday, complete with gifts 
were piled up on a sleigh and led to Truman W. Smith Children’s Center by a large 
motorcycle parade that started at Outlaws Longview bar. Over 100 children look forward to 
hearing the sounds of the motorcycles outside of the children’s nursing home every year 
because that’s when they know gifts are ust outside.
“This day right here is the day that they look forward to all year  that’s why we go, whether 
it’s rain, shine, snow. We go because they’re expecting us, and we’re not going to let them 
down,” said the owner of Outlaws Longview bar Melissa Kelly, who became the organizer 
of the toy run three years ago when she bought the bar. Kelly said many children at the 
hospital are not able to get out of bed to come and greet them, so they listen for the 
motorcycles to circle around the building and rev up their motors. “They can hear it  they 
can feel it, and that puts a smile on their face,” said Kelly.The event started at Mom’s Biker 
bar in Longview and even though Mom’s Biker Bar is gone, the tradition lives on.

Photos by Jim Bardwell

TRUMAN SMITH TOY RUN
2022

The Gladewater ISD board ap-
proved seeking bids for a truck 
and trailer for the school’s high 
school Ag Program, not to exceed 
$140,000. And board member 
Chris Thompson wants the winning  
bidder to be local.

Thompson, who works at a local 
dealership, said he thought GISD 
should give local businesses prior-
ity because local businesses pay 
school taxes .

The board also agreed to pur-
chase a new oven at the GHS 
cafeteria and have it installed for 
$15,000.

Following an executive session, 
the board accepted the resignation 
of athletic trainer/teacher Jeffrey 
Davis and approved the hiring of 
PK-teacher Amanda Charchio.

School will have early release 
Dec. 15 for the holidays and 
studenst will return on Jan. 4.

On Jan. 3, a ribbon cutting will 
be held for the new Gladewater 
Primary School building.

The Gladewater City Council is 
scheduled to meet Thursday at 6 
p.m. at City Hall to do its annual 
evaluation of the city’s police and 
fi re chiefs.

Prior to that a public hearing 
will be conducted regarding a 
request for a lot size variance to 
Gladewater Code of Ordinance - 
Single Family Districts - at 1111 
Walnut Street. 

● The council also will consider 
a  professional services Agreement 
between the City of Gladewater 
and Azavar for consultant services, 
and consider nominating a person 
to fi ll a vacancy on the Upshur 
County Appraisal District Board 
of Directors.

● The council also is slated 
to consider an appointment of a 
Charter Review Committee and 
the city is considering using the 
Sesquicentennial 150th logo on 
all City correspondence during 
calendar year 2023.

Gladewater’s year-long Sesqui-
centennial Celebration will have 
a different event and theme each 
month, beginning in January as 
the  Gladewater Museum hosts “A 
Night at the Museum” on Jan. 21 
from 6-8 p.m.

Parade
Postponed
The annual Gladewater 
Christmas Parade was  
moved from Tuesday 

night to this Friday night 
at 6 p.m. in Historic 

Downtown Gladewater.  
The change was made for 

the safety of the  
participants and parade 
goers, due to possible 

severe weather.
Santa has been notified!

By Phillip Williams
A 61-year-old Gilmer woman 

received “non-incapacitating” in-
juries when a Union Pacifi c train 
struck her sport utility vehicle on 
Aspen Trail in the rural Pritchett 
community area last Thursday, said 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety.

Charon Shaver was taken to 
CHRISTUS Good Shepherd Medi-
cal Center in Longview, said DPS 
Sgt. Greggory Williams. In a phone 
call to a representative of The Mir-
ror on Monday, she said she was 
out of the hospital.

Shaver “disregarded (railroad 
signal) arms down on the train 
track,” resulting in her westbound 
2019 Ford being struck on the rear 
of the driver’s side, said Williams. 

He said she received a citation 
for disregarding railroad crossing, 
but Shaver told the newspaper 
that a railroad worker had “given 
a signal that I thought was telling 
me to come on across.”

The crash, reported at 6:08 
p.m., occurred about 6 p.m., said 
Williams.

Gilmer woman 
survives train 

collision GISD board to 
buy truck/trailer 
for ag program 

Congratulations to Brooke and Kasey Connelly 
who identified 47 out of the 50 locations that Jolly 
the Elf visited during December! Their prize was a 
check for $100 compliments of the Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce. Thanks to everyone who 
participated and experienced “The Magic of 
Christmas on Main Street” by visiting our shops.

Courtesy Photo

White Oak Volunteer Fire Department presented 
Tommy Graves is pictured with a plaque 
presented to him in recognition of his 50 years 
of service. Graves started his fire service career 
with the White Oak Volunteer Fire Department in 
1972. He also served as the Fire Marshal for the 
City of White Oak. The special plaque was 
designed for him with a smoothbore nozzle that 
he used in the pumper races.
The White Oak Volunteer Fire Department also 
recently presented Joe Carrington with a plaque 
in recognition of his 30 years of service. 
Carrington started his fire service career with 
the White Oak Volunteer Fire Department in 
1992. Carrington also served as the mayor of 
the City of White Oak from 2008 – 2010. 

Courtesy Photos

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Sheriff’s Deputy Josh Lambert recently 

received an award from the U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce for the 
Eastern District of Texas for his work as part of a federal 
Drug Enforcement Administration task force.

Lambert was recognized for his role in investigating a 
large conspiracy involving methamphetamine and fi rearms 
distribution. Part of the investigation was still ongoing as 
of November 30, when he received the award at the U.S. 
attorney’s offi ce in Tyler.

He said the case covered multiple counties all over Texas’ 
eastern district, including Upshur, and even stretched into 
Houston and Mexico. The investigation has resulted in 
multiple arrests with more expected.

Lambert was the Upshur representative on the federal task 
force, working on it for fi ve years as his assignment from 
Sheriff Larry Webb while also working with Webb’s Special 
Investigations Unit, which targets narcotics offenses. He 
and the SIU assisted each other on both its and his probes.

He remained an employee of the sheriff’s offi ce although 
he was full-time at the Tyler DEA offi ce. “He’s done his 
time over there and is coming back here” to go on patrol, 
Webb said.

Lambert said the task force consisted of representatives of 
several East Texas police departments and sheriff’s offi ces. 
They were deputized to be able to enforce federal laws, he 
noted.

He said law enforcement agencies helped the task force 
tremendously and that the Upshur special unit is “phenom-
enal.” He assisted it when it contacted him.

Explaining Lambert’s assignment to the DEA force, Webb 
said, “We know we got an issue in the county with meth. 
Sometimes, some of those cases would reach into something 
that was outside of the county.”

The Special Investigations Unit would pass information 
on those cases to the DEA since the federal agency “would 
have better resources than we would” to prevent metham-
phetamine spreading into the county, Webb added.

Concerning the award for outstanding service, “I was a 
little surprised by it,” said Lambert, who has been with the 
sheriff’s offi ce eight years. “I enjoyed it (the DEA work), 
mainly just the camaraderie and the great group of guys” 
he worked with. 

“It felt so good to work dope on such a larger scale than 
I did before,” Lambert added. His award read that it was 
“from your friends and colleagues. . .in recognition of your 
dedicated service to the United States and the people of 
East Texas.”

“He did a great job,” Webb said. “The Upshur County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce will do our best to keep this poison out of 
this county--whatever it takes.”

Upshur County Sheriff’s 
deputy receives DEA awardNEWSPAPERS
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