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Local sales tax revenue 
remains strong 

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last 
week he will send cities, counties, transit systems 
and special purpose districts $1.07 billion in lo-
cal sales tax allocations for January, 7.6 percent 
more than in January 2022. These allocations are 
based on sales made in November by businesses 
that report tax monthly.

And Gladewater and White Oak are experienc-
ing this growth.  Gladewater is riding a 16-month 
increase over  last year - 4.77-percent - and White 
Oak is seeing a jump of 25.35-percent over the 
same reporting period a year ago.

Only Clarksville City posted a decline in local 
sales tax revenue among Gregg County cities.

If you are at the Gladewater Lake Park or Bumblee Park, you 
will notice two new additions.  Jaxxon Cook’s Eagle Scout 
Project includes installing Little Free Libraries at the three 
parks (Everett Park will be added next week). This started 
with a proposal made at the City Council meeting last 
spring, and with the help of family, friends and other pack 
members it recently became a reality.  
Need a book? 
Take a book. 
Have a book? 
Leave a book. 

Rick Chatman, a fan favorite 
at the Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo, has been named as a  
Class of 2023 Inductee in the 
The Bull Riding Hall of Fame. 
Rick Chatman worked the 
National Finals Rodeo 3 times 
in 1980, ‘81 and ‘84.
In 1984, Rick became the only 
Bull Fighter to ever work the 
NFR, win a Bull Fighting 
World Championship and be 
named PRCA “Clown of the 
Year” all in the same year. 
Congratulations to the 
Legacy, Family and Friends 
of the late, great Rick 
Chatman, who passed away 
in 2014.Dudley Barker photo

Chatman honoredErnestine Wilson Sawyer 
100th Birthday January 18th

Mary Ernestine Wilson will be celebrating 
a major milestone - her 100th birthday - this 
Saturday (Jan. 19) at the Blue Byrd Room in 
downtown Gladewater between 12:30-2 p.m..

Ernestine was born January 18, 1923 in Oil 
City Louisiana to Jeff and Eloise Wilson.  Her 
father was the Superintendent of Texaco and 
moved the family to Greggton at the time of the 
great East Texas Oil Boom.  It was a few years 
before the family could move to Gladewater 
due to housing shortages.  

Ernestine would begin her Freshman Year 
at Gladewater High School, where she would 
dance through the hallways of the grand old 

High School on Melba Ave.  In 1940 she graduated.  Ernestine would 
consider going to Kilgore College and trying out for the newly formed 

City council holding public hearing
The Gladewater City Council will meet Thursday at 6 

p.m. at City Hall. If you are unable to attend, you may 
watch the council meeting in the Gladewater Mirror-
sponsored live streaming on the Mirror Facebook Page.

The agenda calls for the following action items:
● Approve of the - minutes from the December 15, 2022 

meeting; investment report for quarter ending December 
31, 2022; Ordinance 0-23-01 to order city offi cer elec-
tion to be held on Saturday, May 6, 2023; Joint Election 
Agreement between Kilgore Junior College District and 
the City of Gladewater; and Joint Election Agreement 
between Gladewater Independent School District and the 
City of Gladewater.
● A public hearing is planned regarding a Specifi c 

Use Permit request for Wine and Malt Beverage Retail 

Dealer’s On-Premise Permit (BG) at 1005 W. 
Upshur Avenue.
● Consider an ordinance providing for collec-

tion services fee on delinquent utility accounts.
● Discussion and consideration of a Charter 

Review Committee members selection.
● Consider a new accounting software. 
● Discussion and consideration regarding ARPA 

funds. 
● Discussion and consideration regarding Lake 

Store/House DISCUSSION regarding TWDB 
funds. 
● Ratify a contract amendment between Glade-

water Economic Development Corporation and 
JNL Machine.

The Gladewater Museum is ready for the 150th Celebration to begin! Thank you Matt and 
Karla Byrd for this photo op that will greet all the visitors to our 150th Birthday Celebration.



Opinion/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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THE COLLISION BETWEEN 
HOMOSEXUALITY AND CHRISTIANITY

   The agenda of the LGBTQ is to redefi ne the family. Bumper stickers are seen 
all over that say: “Burn the Binary.” What does that mean? It means to destroy the 
distinction between man and woman or male and female. Apparently such foolishness 
is making inroads in our culture, since more and more people can’t seem to be able to 
tell the difference between a man and a woman, and even believe that a man can have 
babies. Even the medical profession is jumping on the bandwagon. Defi nitions are being 
changed and gender has been expanded to mean who knows how many.  The family is 
the building block of civilized society, and it was the fi rst institution ordained by God. 
Our Supreme Court foolishly acquiesced to this ungodly agenda allowing same-sex 
marriages in every state. Slowly but surely, religion is coming around to the acceptance 
of such ungodliness and perversion.  Homosexuality is not a new issue. Proof of its 
existence is seen in the literature and art of ancient cultures, dating back thousands of 
years. We read of it, and of God’s disdain for it, in the pages of Scripture, the wickedness 
of Sodom stands as a glaring example. See (Genesis 19; Rom. 1:24-27; 1 Cor. 6: 10-11). 

   There can be no doubt that there is an escalating collision taking place between 
homosexuality and Christianity in our culture. Sensationalized by mainstream media, 
and propagated in many of our public schools and Universities, the normalization 
and acceptance of homosexuality and transgenderism has invaded every facet of our 
society, including our homes and churches. Such chaos is changing our understanding 
where a person can accept that they are neither a man or a woman, and we are hearing 
of people who are nonbinary, genderfl uid or gender expansive and the pronoun “he” or 
“she” should not be used. Instead, transgenderism has adopted a vocabulary of confu-
sion and chaos. Robert Mohler, Jr offered the following: “The transgender movement 
offers false and dangerous promises. It is looking for freedom in all the wrong places. 
It is offering all the wrong answers to life’s most important questions. Transgenderism 
writes checks that bounce. It offers a lie veiled in truth and happiness. It will only end 
in more brokenness and pain, devastation and destruction” The Gathering Storm. p 
102-103. Laura Jacobs is quoted in the New York Times: “I don’t know what genders 
are going to look like four generations from now…the classifi cations we now live under 
will fall by the wayside.” Such amounts to an all-out repudiation of the biblical dignity 
or maleness and femaleness! Think on these things.

    Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

The Best of 
Suzanne 
Bardwell

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
The Texas population now tops 30 million according to 

recent estimates from the US Census Bureau. In fact, the 
state added 470,708 people (measured from July 2021 to 
July 2022), the largest-gaining state in the nation. Growth 
in Texas last year was fueled by gains from all three 

components: net domestic migration 
(230,961), net international migra-
tion (118,614), and natural increase 
(118,159). That’s a lot of new Texans 
(almost 1,300 every day)! 

Growth among states continues to 
be very uneven. Florida added the 
second-largest number of new residents 
(416,754) and was the fastest-growing 

state in 2022 in percentage terms, with an annual popula-
tion increase of 1.9%. Other states with large gains include 
North Carolina, Georgia, and Arizona. About 37.5% of the 
net expansion in the entire country was in Texas. 

However, 18 states had population declines for the year. 
New York had the largest annual numeric and percent popu-
lation decline, decreasing by 180,341 (-0.9%). California 
and Illinois also had six-fi gure decreases. 

Moves around the United States accounted for a notable 
component of the changes. The biggest gains from net do-
mestic migration last year were in Florida (318,855), Texas 
(230,961) and North Carolina (99,796). The biggest losses 
were in California (-343,230), New York (-299,557) and 
Illinois (-141,656).

People choosing to move to Texas refl ects a range of 
factors, from the dynamic economy to greater affordability. 
With companies locating and expanding and the likelihood 
that the state will outperform most areas, we can expect 
to continue to attract new residents from other parts of the 
country and the world. At the same time, a younger popula-
tion contributes to the natural growth rate. 

Schools will need to expand. According to data from the 
Texas Education Agency, total enrollment in Texas public 
schools increased by nearly 429,000 students (8.6%) over the 
past 10 years, and many schools are crowded. In addition, 
nearly 61% of all students are identifi ed as economically 
disadvantaged and the number is rising (up by some 56,000 
over the last year). The percentage of students identifi ed as 
emergent bilingual students/English learners is also growing 
and now approaches 22%. Both of these groups may require 
additional resources in the classroom and are critical to our 
future workforce. 

Accommodating the substantial population expansion 
expected in the decades to come will also require investing 
in infrastructure of all types – highways, broadband, electric 
transmission and distribution, pipelines, and water delivery 
systems. The key is to try to get ahead of (or at least stay 
with) the increases to avoid eroding quality of life for all. 

With the right investments in education and infrastructure, 
we can keep Texas a great place to live and work. We have 
the resources. It’s time to step up! Stay safe! 

______________________________

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Executive 
Offi cer of The Perryman Group (www.perrymangroup.com), 
which has served the needs of over 3,000 clients over the 

past four decades.

30,000,000 Texans
We hit the accelerator on 2015 and headed into an in-

credibly busy year fi lled with challenges, opportunities and 
choices. Some of my friends around town have been recuper-
ating from surgery, illnesses and nasty fl u. Some are facing 
more serious health and family issues with life changes that 
are frightening and stress laden. Many of you are facing 
anxiety inducing unknowns. This is when it is essential to 
be part of a family and a community of caring people. But 
there are also some things we can do for ourselves and those 
we love to lighten the load.

Busyness itself can be overwhelming. Worry can be ex-
hausting. Frustration draining. Anger debilitating.

There are times when you need the warmth and support 
that will help you navigate the rough waters of life. We also 
need to step out and seek the inner strength we need to cope.

Do you ever walk ‘holy ground’? Those sacred places 
where life slows, deepens and a peace pervades your being 
despite life’s stresses and turmoil? Maybe it is a place, a 
memory or a moment that creates that space. Those ‘places’ 
surround us if we allow ourselves to see them, feel them and 
experience their power and grace. I think I may have many 
such ‘places’. One of my most special I visited just last week.

I went ‘home’ to the ranch to see my Mom. The minute 
I crossed the bridges over the creeks on Farm to Market 
Road 709 my breathing slowed and my body relaxed. When 
I pulled into the yard fi lled with oaks and that porch light 
came on I felt safe, loved and surrounded by family in body 
and spirit.

As my tall, black-hatted cowboy cousin, Billy, closed the 
gate after feeding Mom’s cattle, he called me up the drive. 
His cowboy/fi refi ghter son Brent, and his two grandchildren, 
Colt and Lila were in the truck. It was my fi rst time to meet 
Baby Lila.

When I looked at her I saw in this sweet baby girl’s face 
my precious Aunt Gwen, Lila’s great-grandmother. I felt the 
love and pride from Big Brother to ‘P-Paw’ (how Billy got 
that grandparent name I have no idea). I saw the past and 

the future right there in that truck. I also see it in the home 
my Mother now lives in ‘alone’.

Sitting before my Mom’s place at the table is a picture of 
my father with a lopsided grin and twinkling brown eyes. 
Mom and Dad still have their meals ‘together’. That makes 
me smile and reminds me of the power and importance of 
memories of love.

Before I left to come home to East Texas, because of 
memories of love, Mom and I went to the cemetery and took 
up all the Christmas fl owers and put out spring fl owers. It 
was quite an outing. 

There are great-grandparents, grandparents, great uncles 
and aunts, my Dad, brother and uncle whose graves we 
honor. Then there is that one tiny grave that is always so 
hard to fi nd because it is in a far corner of a vast community 
cemetery by itself...my dad’s twin brother who lived only 
four days a very, very long time ago. Once again I fi nd that 
I am surrounded by family. Some I have yet to meet but I 
believe that one day I will.

Finding ‘holy ground’ is a matter of perception. I encour-
age you to let the stress of the day melt away, or at least 
consciously try to let it go as you read this. Deliberately 
take back some of your moments that are being stolen by 
frustration, anger, fear or worry and fi nd your ‘holy ground’ 
with a memory, a place or a visit. Breathe slowly and let your 
body and mind relax. It is there, that ‘holy’ ground waiting 
for your ‘presence’ with the gift of a moment of grace.

Revel in those moments and lay your burdens down for 
just a little while. You will be healthier and happier for mak-
ing space for grace in your life. Make it a habit and you may 
fi nd that ‘holy’ ground is what you are standing on.

...Holy Ground
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Speaker open to resort-style
 casinos in state

House Speaker Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont, told The Dal-
las Morning News and other media outlets that he is open 
to bringing resort-style casinos to Texas. But don’t expect 
to fi nd slot machines in 7-Eleven stores if casino gambling 
is legalized. 

“What I don’t want to see is to walk into every convenience 
store and see 15 slot machines,” Phelan said. “I want to see 
destination-style casinos that are high quality and that create 
jobs and that improve the lifestyle of those communities.”

The gambling industry is preparing for another strong 
push to bring gaming to one of the few major markets that 
doesn’t allow it. But other state leaders seem more hesitant, 
including Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who said in December that 
he “doesn’t see any movement on it.”

Gov. Greg Abbott has softened his once-strong opposi-
tion to legalized gambling, echoing Phelan’s support for 
casinos that also feature golf courses, luxury hotels and 
other amenities. 

The Morning News report said the Dallas-Fort Worth area 
would be a top location because of its strong convention and 
tourism industry, as well as access to major airports.

House rules allow Democrats
 to chair committees

New House rules adopted in the fi rst week of the legislative 
session allow the appointment of Democrats to chair certain 
committees, despite being in the minority in that chamber. 
The Texas Standard reported that was a victory for Phelan, 
who defi ed Republicans wanting to ban Democrats from 
holding chair positions.

In Phelan’s fi rst speech after being reelected speaker, he 
talked about the importance of both parties working together. 

“After watching Congress attempt to function last week, 
I cannot imagine why some want Texans to be like D.C.,” 
Phelan said, referring to the protracted battle over electing 
a U.S. Speaker of the House.

Another provision is aimed at stopping legislators from 
skipping sessions to break quorum by levying fi nes every 
day they are absent without leave. During the 2021 session, 
House Democrats left Texas for 38 days in an ultimately 
unsuccessful attempt to block passage of a slate of voting 
restrictions.

Wildfi re danger returns to state
A series of dry cold fronts sweeping through the next this 

week bring the potential of increased wildfi re risk to parts 
of the state, according to the Texas A&M Forest Service. 
On Jan. 11, the service responded to fi ve requests for assis-
tance on wildfi res that burned more than 740 acres across 
the state. The largest of these was the Cellers Hill Fire in 
Throckmorton County. 

As of Sunday, the only active blaze was the 23-acre Grub 
Hill Fire in Wise County, which was 90% contained.

Currently, 69 counties are under burn bans.

Prisoners launch hunger strikes 
over solitary confi nement

A large-scale hunger strike protesting the state’s solitary 
confi nement practices began last Tuesday, with about 300 
people in Texas prisons reportedly participating, according 
to the Texas Standard. The prisoners are protesting the state’s 
practice of placing inmates in solitary indefi nitely. 

Michele Deitch, director of the Prison and Jail Innova-
tion Lab at the University of Texas at Austin, said prisoners 
have gone on hunger strikes to push the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice to meet months-long demands for 
change. Besides ending indefi nite solitary confi nement, also 
called restrictive housing, the prisoners want to move to a 
behavioral-based system rather than a status-based system. 
Under the latter, prisoners can be placed in solitary simply 
by being labeled a gang member, not necessarily for break-
ing any rules.

“I do believe that it is something that the agency should 
take a very hard look at, whether there are ways that they 
could be approaching this issue that are both safe and more 
appropriate,” Deitch told the Standard.

From La Niña to El Niño? Possibly
The 2022 drought didn’t turn out to be as severe as that 

of 2011, but it still caused widespread economic damage 
to crops and livestock, as well as shrinking water-supply 
reservoirs. As the state heads into 2023, Dr. Mark Wentzel, 
hydrologist with the Texas Water Development Board, is 
among forecasters predicting an end to the conditions that 
resulted in reduced rainfall and warmer temperatures for 
the last few years. 

“The National Weather Service is expecting that La Niña 
will dissipate, and then, possibly by the summer to next fall, 
we might actually be in El Niño conditions, the opposite to 
La Niña. And those conditions (could) actually bring Texas 
a wetter and cooler winter than is normal,” Wentzel wrote.

The most severe drought now is centered in the Texas Hill 
Country, in Kendall and surrounding counties, and in the 
extreme northern boundary of the Texas Panhandle. Drought 
conditions have ended in East and Southeast Texas. 

Wentzel wrote he expects “some easing” of drought condi-
tions this spring.

Wildlife vaccine bait airdrop underway
The Texas Department of State Health Services has re-

newed its battle against rabies along the Texas border by 

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

airdropping vaccine bait from planes leaving Edinburg, Del 
Rio and Alpine.

“Our goal is to vaccinate wildlife, with target species being 
coyotes and gray foxes, along the border to maintain herd 
immunity and to keep past variants from being reintroduced 
or new variants from entering Texas,” said Dr. Susan Rollo, 

director of the Oral Rabies Vaccination Program. “We will 
be delivering vaccine baits to 18 counties this year.”

About 814,000 oral rabies vaccine baits will be dropped 
in the 29th year of the program. 

COVID-19 cases rise slightly
New cases of COVID-19 in Texas in the past week rose 

to 35,632 with 148 deaths, according to the Coronavirus Re-
source Center at Johns Hopkins University. DSHS reported 
3,427 lab-confi rmed COVID-19 patients in Texas hospitals, 
also an increase.

____________________________________________________________
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist. He published a 
number of community newspapers in Texas during a 30-year span, includ-

ing in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacogdoches and Cedar Park. Email: 
gborders@texaspress.com.
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TXism: “he’s got
      the morals __  __
      alley cat”
  5  Andrews of 1944
      film “Laura” with
      TX Gene Tierney
  6  favorite Texas
      legume: black-
      ____ pea
  7  TX Dan Jenkins
      novel:
      “____-Tough”
  8  TXism: “poke the
      bear” (3 wds.)
18  TX Tanya Tucker
      tune: “One
      Love __  _ Time”
19  oil rig workers
21  it promotes 
      physical fitness 
      in school(abbr.)
22  double reed instru-
      ment in the Dallas
      Symphony
23  member of “the
      Corps” at A&M
      (2 wds.)
24  a Texas “snipe
      hunt,” e.g. (2 wds.)
29  country FM
      licensed to Port
      Lavaca
30  marching band
      percussion:
      ____line
31  elected county
      prosecutor (abbr.)
32  soldier on a horse 
34  winter garment
35  TX O. Henry story:
      “A ___ in Santone”
36  first Texas cattle
      brand was “AR” for
      “Alamo ________”
37  “it’ll make your
      ____ curl”
38  statement in a
      crossword puzzle

  1  Texas school in
      book “Friday Night
      Lights” (2 wds.)
  2  La Grange is the 
      seat of this county
  3  deficiency in red
      blood cells

39  subject of TX Roy
      Orbison song was
      yearning about what he
      could ___  __  ______
41  badly behaved kids
42  identification evidence
43  great athlete:
      Mildred ____ “Babe”
      Didrikson Zaharias
44  TXism: “couldn’t
      ____  _ drum” (loser)

45  Davy’s home state
      (abbr.)
46  snakelike fish
47  TX Nick Foles is
      now the backup
      quarterback for this
      Indianapolis team
48  sodium _______,
      used in fertilizers
50  TXism: “cold as
      __  ___house 
      seat in January
51  mai ___ (rum drink)
52  TXism: “feeling ___
      oats” (rowdy)
53  poetic “before”

  4  lowest point
  9  Texas-based film
      “_____ Cowboy”
10  “cement pond”
11  ‘tween Mon. and 
      Wed.
12  one of the Texas
      Gatlin Brothers
      (init.)
13  TX Keyes book:
      “Scarlett _’_____
      Younger Sister”
14  raw diamond, e.g.
15  TX Simone Biles
      won bronze on the
      balance ____ in
      2016 and 2020
16  electronic crystal
      display (abbr.)
17  “____  ___  _
      living” (struggled
      to get by)

20  theatrical platforms
22  TXism: “tighter
      than bark __  _ 
      ____” (frugal)
24  July cooler (abbr.)
25  ___well, Texas
26  bird class
27  was furious
28  TX Tommy Lee
      Jones 1994 legal
      film: “The _____”
29  sports AM serving
      Midland-Odessa

30  TXism: “____ a
      bull give milk? (no)
33  hankering
34  late TX Rip Torn
      1978 mystery film
35  deflated tires
37  TXism: “he sits
      ____  __  ___
      saddle” (good man)
38  wooden box
40  TX Buddy’s widow:
      Maria _____ Holly
41  “hit below the ____”
44  TXism: “that ____
      won’t float”
47  you can sail on one
      out of Galveston
49  surface-__-___
      missile
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Old/New !! !     Dir ty or  Clean ! ! !$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$Old/New !! !     Dir ty or  Clean ! ! !$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I PAY CA$H    $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I PAY CA$H    $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$I PAY CA$H    $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$956-466-7001$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$956-466-7001$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$956-466-7001$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ANR Enterprises$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

45th Annual
CATTLEMAN BULL & FEMALE SALE

January 21, 2023 • 12:00 Noon
El Campo Livestock Exchange, El Campo, TX

100 Bulls • 250 FEMAlEs
www.cattlemansale.com

   Adrian Knight    Kelly Conley Colt Adams
   TX Lic #11102    TX Lic #9558    TX Lic #17836
    903-452-7591    903-850-3449     361-920-1618

The Lee-Bardwell Public Library 
wants your help!  

Please take 2 minutes (or longer) 
to complete a short answer survey 
for the library staff, because they 
want to make sure that they  are do-
ing everything they can to engage  
patrons and make the community a 
better place.  What better way than 
adding programs! 

The staff is sure that there are sev-
eral things that you think they  should 
incorporate and everyone has such 
great ideas.  

They want you to think of the Lee-
Bardwell Public Library as YOURS!

The survey can be accessed by 
typing this link: https://www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/XNTSJJ9 in your 
web browser or you can fi nd it at the 
Gladewater Mirror Facebook Page.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Citizen Police Academy being offered

Applications from the general public to attend are now being 
accepted for the fourth annual Citizen Police Academy, sponsored 
by the Upshur County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

The academy, designed to familiarize Upshur County citizens 
with law enforcement and services available to them, is scheduled 
two nights weekly in Gilmer from Feb. 9-March 21.

Sheriff Larry Webb said Tuesday that scheduled speakers in-
clude himself, District Attorney Billy Byrd, 115th District Judge 
Dean Fowler, County Judge Todd Tefteller, constables, justices 
of the peace and various law offi cers, such as game wardens and 
a representative of the Texas Department of Public Safety.

The sessions are set for 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at the Stanley Jenkins Training Center, located in the 
parking lot just south of the Upshur County Justice Center.

Participants will be offered the chance to ride with a sheriff’s 
deputy on patrol.

Deadline for applying is Feb. 3. Applications can be picked up 
at the sheriff’s offi ce in the justice center or downloaded from 
the county government’s website at www.countyofupshur.com.

Those who attended the academy in the past can do so again, 
Webb said. For more information, contact the sheriff’s offi ce at 
903-843-2541.

Manna House needs your help 
The local Manna House is always in need of food so they can 

help our neighbors. So please continue your weekly donations of 
bread, canned fruit, jelly, peanut butter and mac-n-cheese. When 
you are grocery shopping, consider picking  up a few extra items 
for Manna House, so they can keep helping others. Drop off the 
non-perishable items at 519 E Broadway Ave. or at the Gladewa-
ter Mirror at 211 N. Main. Got questions, call (903) 845-3128.

Upshur crime victim coordinator to speak
Yecenia Hernandez, crime victims coordinator for the Upshur 

County district attorney’s offi ce, will address Monday night’s 
public meeting of the Cherokee Rose Republican Women Club 
in Gladewater.

The 6:30 p.m. event, featuring a free meal, will be held at the 
BlueByrd Room, 208 S. Main. It is open to the public.

Hernandez “will discuss her role relating to victims of domestic 
violence, sex abuse, child abuse and neglect, other crimes of 
violence, as well as victims of civil crimes,” said Cherokee Rose 
President Cynthia Ridgeway.

Attendees are encouraged to bring questions about how District 
Atttorney Billy Byrd’s offi ce functions, Ridgeway added.

Ridgeway said she herself will report to the club on its dona-
tion to the “Wreaths Across America” program, which involves 
placing wreaths on military veterans’ graves during the Christmas 
season.

The meal will include a variety of soups, sandwiches, cookie 
desserts and beverages, she added.

For more information, contact Ridgeway at (903) 736-9615 
or (903) 968-6822.

WOISD board seeks community 
involvement for superintendent process

The White Oak Independent School District (ISD) Board 
of Trustees has employed Texas Association of School Boards 

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist • 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist • 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist • 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 

First Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 
Friendship Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 

Gladeview Baptist • 903-845-3842 
Gladewater Missionary Baptist • 903-845-5174 

Grace Baptist • 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist • 903-845-5174 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist • 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist • 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist • 903-845-4894 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 

North Loop Church of Christ • 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Christ • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church • 903-845-2306 
CHARISMATIC

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran • 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First Methodist Church Gladewater • 903-845-2565 
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Starrville Methodist • 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist • 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 
Grace Tabernacle Church • 903-309-8801 

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 

Northside Pentecostal 
Abundant Life Temple • 903-845-6043 

Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) 
PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyterian • 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship 

Gladewater Revival Church 
Living Hope Fellowship • 903-261-2023 

Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 

Union Temple CME Church • 903-845-1050 
OTHER 

Starrville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3220 
Friendship Community Church 

Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195

Gladewater
Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

Congrats to Gladewater High School FFA’s Ethan Flores for being selected Longview district Sentinel.

(TASB) Executive Search Services to assist with the search for 
a new superintendent to replace Brian Gray who retired over 
the holidays. 

The Board has requested that school personnel and the public 
be involved in developing a profi le of the leadership qualities 
desired of the person the Board should seek to become the new 
superintendent.

See the survey at: https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/2069797/
Leadership-Survey-White-Oak-ISD-2023

GFD Bucket Brigade meeting slated
The Gladewater Fire Department will be having a Bucket 

Brigade meeting at the station on Saturday, January 28, from 
10:30 a.m. - Noon. 

Firefi ghters will be doing training and still want to invite 
anyone who is interested in joining. They will also serve lunch 
at the conclusion of the meeting.

Decendents of slaves sought
Upshur County descendants of Lottie Christian, whose sons 

were reportedly brought as slaves to Gilmer in 1850, are being 
sought for a family reunion scheduled in Tyler.

Debra Christian, a descendant, said Lottie was born a slave in 
1810 and that her six sons were brought to Gilmer from Midway, 
Ala., by a slavemaster.

Debra Christian is the great-great-great granddaughter of one 
of the sons, whose fi rst name was Butcher. The others, she said, 
were named Hall, Adam, Jeff, Teamer and Abe.

The reunion is scheduled at the Marriott courtyard on Broad-
way in Tyler, Debra Christian said.

Descendants may contact her for more information at 903-
372-2652 or email her at debrachristian5554@sbcglobal.net.

Sam Chenoweth presented the Gladewater Rotary 
program last week. He was introduced by Rotary 
President Darren Richardson and Rotarian Avon 
Bateman.      Photo by Darla Ferguson
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HURRY & CALL

TYLER – TxDOT is planning to conduct the following con-
struction and maintenance work in the district during the week 
of Jan. 16, 2023. Work schedules are subject to change due to 
weather conditions, equipment failure, or other unforeseen is-
sues. Slow down and pay attention in work zones.

Gregg County
Longview maintenance will continue mill and inlay opera-

tions on FM 2207, from Tom Eubanks Rd to the south end of 
FM 2207 at SH 135 N. Work will be north and southbound. 
Expect lane closures with fl aggers controlling traffi c.  

 Gregg County construction projects updates:
US 80 and FM 2208 (Alpine Road)

Limits: Intersection of US 80 and FM 2208
Contractor: Reynolds and Kay, LTD
Cost: $784,000
Anticipated Completion Date: April 2023
No work is scheduled this week. This project consists of 

installing new pedestrian signal poles, sidewalks, and handicap 
ramps at the intersection. There will be alternating lane closures 
depending on which side of the intersection they will be work-
ing on. Motorists are encouraged to slow down and watch for 
workers. Expect delays.

Spur 502 (Judson Road) at Eden
Limits: Intersection of Judson Rd. and Eden Dr.
Contractor: Reynolds and Kay, LTD
Cost: $330,000
Anticipated Completion Date: February 2023
No work is scheduled this week. This project consists of 

installing new pedestrian signal poles, sidewalks, and handicap 
ramps at the intersection. There will be alternating lane closures 
depending on which side of the intersection they will be work-
ing on. Motorists are encouraged to slow down and watch for 
workers. Expect delays.

SLP 281 – Sidewalk Installation
Limits: Fairmont St. to SH 300 (Gilmer Rd.)
Contractor: Cross Plus Construction
Cost: $2.5 million
Anticipated Completion Date: February 2023
This project consists of installing sidewalks on both sides 

of the road. There will be shoulder closures as well as some 
lane closures as needed.  Slow down and watch for workers. 
Expect delays.

 SH 135 – Kilgore Traffi c Circle 
Limits: Traffi c circle in Kilgore to Rusk County line
Contractor: East Texas Bridge
Cost: $8.37 million
Anticipated Completion Date: March 2024
This project consists of completely rebuilding the traffi c circle 

and full width of roadway to the Rusk County line. It will consist 
of removing existing concrete paving, reconstructing subgrade, 
constructing concrete paving, storm sewer installation, light-
ing, and striping. The traffi c will be reduced to one lane in the 
southbound direction for the duration of the project. A detour 
will be set up for northbound traffi c to follow SH 42. This will 
allow the contractor to build half of the roadway. Traffi c will be 
switched to the newly constructed lanes later to allow comple-
tion of the other half of the highway. Expect delays.

 Spur 63/McCann Road Bridge Project
Limits: From McCann Road, north to Glencrest Lane
Contractor: Leland Bradlee Construction
Anticipated Completion Date: July 2023
This project is part of the City of Longview Guthrie Creek 

Trail project. It will consist of building a bridge over Guthrie 
Creek to allow bicyclist and pedestrians to travel under Spur 63. 
The traffi c will be reduced to two lanes, one northbound lane 
and one south bound lane to allow the contractor to build half 
of the bridge. Traffi c will be switched later to allow completion 
of the bridge construction. Expect delays.

 FM 2206/Harrison Road
Limits: Fisher Rd. to SH 42
Contractor: East Texas Bridge, Inc.
Cost: $14.15 million
Anticipated Completion Date: May 2023
This project consists of widening a two-lane road to four 

lanes with a center turn lane. This includes drainage structures, 
new bridge, fl exible base, hot mix, and pavement markings. 
Contractor will be extending culverts and constructing detours. 
There will be daytime lane closures. Expect delays.

 FM 2206/Harrison Road
Limits: From Loop 281 to Fisher Rd.
Contractor: East Texas Bridge, Inc.
Cost: $15.16 million
Anticipated Completion Date: October 2023
This project consists of widening a two-lane road to four 

lanes with a center turn lane. This includes drainage structures, 
fl exible base, curb and gutter, sidewalks, hot mix, and pavement 
markings.  Contractor will be extending culverts and construct-
ing detours. There will be daytime lane closures. Expect delays.

 Pentecost Rd. Bridge Replacement
Limits: US 259 Business to Stone Rd.
Contractor: South Texas Illumination
Cost: $638,000
Anticipated Completion Date: March 2023
The project consists of replacing the bridge structure on Big 

Head Creek. Pentecost Road will be closed to through traffi c. 
Only local traffi c will be allowed. Through traffi c needs to 
select an alternate route.

Upshur County 
* US 271 – From 5.9 miles north of SH 155 to 1.5 miles north 

of SH 155, resurfacing road. Daily lane closures
* US 259 – From Meddlin Creek to 0.5 miles south of FM 

450, resurfacing road
I-20 Total Maintenance Contract

Limits: Gregg, Smith, and Van Zandt counties
Contractor: Firemen Excavation, maintenance activities, 

follow up action worksheet summary for bridge work repair 
in Gregg, Smith, and Van Zandt Counties.

Contractor: Andrews Diversifi ed Industries, litter removal.
Debris Removal/Pothole Repair Inside Lanes: No work 

scheduled due to the holiday.
Debris Removal/Pothole Repair Outside Lanes: No work 

scheduled due to the holiday.
Debris Removal/Pothole Repair Frontage Roads/Ramps: 

Friday in all counties
Guardrail/Sign Repair: Emergency repairs due to vehicle 

crashes in all counties
Litter Removal: Scheduled to begin I-20 removal in January 

2023 in Gregg, Smith, and Van Zandt Counties. Work is also 
scheduled for April 2023 in Gregg County and July 2023 for 
all three counties.

Delineation/Refl ectors: Work will continue in Gregg, Smith, 
and Van Zandt Counties.

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court on Friday heard an 

update on progress on the forthcoming historical renovation of 
the county courthouse in Gilmer, a multi-million dollar project 
which will result in courthouse offi ces temporarily moving to 
another site for possibly up to two years.

Marion County Judge Leward J. LaFleur, who the court hired 
last year to oversee the project after his own county’s courthouse 
in Jefferson underwent such a renovation, joined a representa-
tive of Komatsu Architecture, Rick Sacy, in briefi ng the court.

The project, designed to restore the fi ve-story brick court-
house largely to its interior appearance when it was completed 
in 1937, will be fi nanced by state, county and federal funds. 
Offi ces will temporarily move to the nearby former Gilmer 
ISD administration building, which the county recently leased 
from the school for $1 annually for three years.

“We’re still shooting on being out of here (by the) end 
of March,” County Judge Todd Tefteller said, and LeFleur 
agreed. LaFleur said he didn’t know when construction would 
actually begin, but estimated it would start in “late summer, 
early fall.”

Sacy explained that the bidding process for the project will 
take weeks, and detailed other steps to be taken before actual 
construction begins. After the meeting, he told The Mirror he 
estimated the building will be vacated 20-24 months. (At one 
point, it had been estimated that could take up to three years.)

Sacy said “my goal is to be through with” certain docu-
ments, to be sent to the state government for fi nal approval, 
by early April. He expressed hope approval would be granted 
by April’s end.

Upshur hears update on courthouse project
He also updated the court on fl oor plans and pledged to “make 

sure everything is exactly where it should be.”
Sacy said he would meet with a civil engineer, then meet with 

other engineers (such as plumbing) and have the court tell him 
how it wants to seek bids.

For example, he said, one option would be for the court to hire 
a contractor, who would take the bids. The court would decide 
after the state gives fi nal approval to certain documents, said 
Sacy, who worked on the Marion County project.

When Precinct 3 Commissioner Michael Ashley said com-
pleting the pre-construction process sounded like it was at least 
four months away, LeFleur said, “It depends on my mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing” and other engineers.

As some of the plans for the project were drawn up years 
ago, LaFleur said 30% of them are now “worthless.” Still, Sacy 
assured the court that completing the preliminary work is “not 
far off. Trust me.”

Tefteller had recently said he expected construction workers 
to be “swinging hammers” by April, but LaFleur said the time-
table is “a little more fl uid” than that. The construction overseer 
said some plans must be “re-modifi ed to fi t today’s standard,” 
and Sacy added compliance with the city of Gilmer’s building 
code must be ensured.

“Not every contractor can do these” types of work involved 
in the project, he cautioned. He said those doing the fi nishes, 
carpentry, new railings and windows must have at least 20 
years experience at it.

Explaining how the building will appear, Sacy said, “This 
looks like 1938 when you walk in it, but it’s a 21st century 
building.”

Upshur court meets
By Phillip Williams

Upshur County Commissioners Court, at its fi rst meeting of 
2023 Friday, held a closed session on two matters without taking 
any votes afterward.

The court spent 39 minutes discussing security audits and 
devices. The audit matter concerned considering reconciliation 
methods of fuel use charges by various county departments at 
the county Road and Bridge Department.

The other matter involving entering/exiting procedures at that 
department on U.S. 271 just outside Gilmer. When the court re-
turned into open session, County Road and Bridge Administrator 
Andy Jordan revealed a gate will be placed at his department.

In other business Friday, the court approved seeking bids for 
road and bridge materials ranging from diesel and fuel to plant 
mixed asphalt and refi ned road oil, among others.

Tefteller told Jordan he liked the limestone base for county 
roads. “I know it’s expensive, but” it “lasts a while,” the judge 
said.

Precinct 2 Commissioner Dustin Nicholson abstained on the 
4-0 vote to seek bids, saying he did so because of the nature of 
his business.
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Police Activity Report

1/ /23 MISCELLANEOUS 20230123 0:49 SEYMORE S WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20230124 4:05 1021 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

ASSIST 20230125 7:56 716 MARTHA MARTHA

10-50 MINOR 20230126 7:58 O WILLIAMS 419 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20230127 10:11 CHURCH OF NA ARENE 401 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20230128 10:18 33 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230129 11:56 1906 FM 2685 FM 2685

FIRE DEPT 20230130 12:27 S OLIVE OLIVE

ABANDONED 911 20230131 13:25 1105 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230132 15:46 206 HURLY HURLY

ANIMAL CONTROL 20230133 16:15 POINT PLEASANT POINT PLEASANT

FIRE DEPT 20230134 17:44 705 W PACIFIC PACIFIC

10-50 MINOR 20230135 19:59 SEYMORE S WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230136 20:47 502 SPENCER SPENCER

BURGLARY HABITATION 20230137 20:59 102 MCNEESE MCNEESE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20230138 21:02 1211 N CULVER CULVER

FIRE DEPT 20230139 21:10 407 N MAIN MAIN

1/ /23 EMS 20230140 7:48 220 HULL HULL

BURGLARY HABITATION 20230141 8:05 315 MILLER MILLER

ALARM OTHER 20230142 10:12 IPS LI UOR STORE 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20230143 11:25 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20230144 12:27 1404 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

UNATTENDED DEATH 20230145 13:27 1301 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

FIRE DEPT 20230146 16:13 11220 UNION GROVE UNION GROVE RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20230147 16:42 SUBWAY 106 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230148 17:10 REGENCY INN AND SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

MISCELLANEOUS 20230149 18:00 LEE BUILDING 800 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

FIRE DEPT 20230150 18:54 1508 N DAISEY DAISEY

1/ /2 23 1/15/2 23

1/15/2 23

FIRE DEPT 20230151 19:32 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20230152 19:47 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

ALARM OTHER 20230153 19:53 TE AS DIE CAST 600 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

MISCELLANEOUS 20230154 20:14 DONNELLYS LI UOR 1700 N MAIN MAIN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20230155 21:30 1113 N LYNN LYNN

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20230156 22:43 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

RUNAWAY 20230157 23:13 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

1/1 /23 ASSIST 20230158 3:24 N MAIN MAIN ST

ABANDONED 911 20230159 4:30 1102 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

EMS 20230160 4:59 503 EANETTE EANETTE

ABANDONED 911 20230161 6:32

ASSIST 20230163 8:25 OLD HWY 80 OLD HWY 80

ASSIST 20230164 8:57 205 N MILDRED MILDRED ST

ASSIST 20230165 9:03 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

10-50 MINOR 20230166 11:54 ACE HARDWARE 1620 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

THEFT 20230167 12:08 711 MARTHA MARTHA

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20230168 12:11 E  MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO 20230169 13:36 CITI ENS BANK 678 N MAIN MAIN ST

FOUND LOST RECOVERED 20230170 14:27 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ABANDONED 911 20230171 16:04 1408 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

10-50 MINOR 20230172 17:56 PYEATTE PYEATTE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20230173 19:23 AUSTIN BANK 1625 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230174 19:45

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230175 19:49 443 PYEATTE PYEATTE

MISSING PERSON 20230177 20:51 18 GREENWAY GREENWAY

MISCELLANEOUS 20230179 22:18 1404 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

1/11/23 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20230180 0:51 515 MELBA MELBA

MISCELLANEOUS 20230181 5:01 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC CAR WASH 402 N LEE LEE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20230183 5:30 HWY 80 HWY 80

BURGLARY VEHICLE 20230184 11:45 1001 MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 20230185 12:29 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ALARM OTHER 20230186 13:28 723 VIRGINIA VIRGINIA

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230187 15:38 R  MOTORSPORTS 800 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20230188 16:27

MISCELLANEOUS 20230189 17:29 1207 CULVER CULVER N

ANIMAL CONTROL 20230190 18:27 112 EANETTE EANETTE

BURGLARY HABITATION 20230191 19:52 901 CANFIELD CANFIELD

FIRE DEPT 20230193 21:08 2005 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20230194 21:59 311 W UITMAN UITMAN

1/12/23 EMS 20230195 11:10 4909 SWEET GUM SWEET GUM

ALARM OTHER 20230196 11:41 BIG SANDY LAND AND CATTLE 124 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ASSIST 20230197 14:27 603 N TENREY TENREY ST

FIRE DEPT 20230198 16:43 204 MAPLE MAPLE

FIRE DEPT 20230199 20:02 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230201 21:05 301 N LEE LEE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230202 21:38 FAMILY CLEANERS 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230203 22:39 DECORATE ORNATE 202 S MAIN MAIN ST

1/13/23 FIRE DEPT 20230205 4:36 2815 BERNICE BERNICE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230206 5:47 HWY 80 HWY 80

ASSIST 20230207 7:06 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO 20230208 7:46 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

10-50 MA OR 20230209 7:59 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20230211 11:15 GLADEWATER CITY HALL 519 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20230212 12:25 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

THEFT 20230213 12:30 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

THEFT 20230214 12:35 E  MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

1/1 /23 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20230217 0:22 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20230218 1:26 402 MUSTANG MUSTANG

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20230219 1:27 513 N FERRY FERRY

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230220 2:19 200 HURLEY HURLEY

MISCELLANEOUS 20230221 2:25 600 TENERY TENERY

ALARM OTHER 20230222 5:51 MIKES MINI MART 1324 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ALARM HUMAN ERROR 20230223 6:46 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

FIRE DEPT 20230224 10:21 307 AMES AMES

MISCELLANEOUS 20230226 13:26 312 W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230227 14:07 E  MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230228 15:20 1015 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

MISCELLANEOUS 20230229 15:21 511 S TYLER TYLER

THEFT 20230230 15:33 601 TENERY TENERY

FIRE DEPT 20230231 16:11 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ALARM OTHER 20230232 17:10 700 W MELBA MELBA

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230233 17:25 1105 N OLIVE OLIVE

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20230234 18:10 1409 E VIOLA VIOLA

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20230236 20:00 102 W PACIFIC PACIFIC

MISCELLANEOUS 20230237 20:41 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20230238 22:17 SKIPPERS PIER 103 N MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 20230239 22:38 21 GARDEN GARDEN LN

MISCELLANEOUS 20230240 22:17 SKIPPERS PIER 103 N MAIN MAIN ST

1/15/23 FIRE DEPT 20230241 2:31 10980 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 20230242 3:30 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 20230243 6:26 1100 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD

MISCELLANEOUS 20230244 7:00 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

THEFT 20230245 8:37 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20230246 8:46 1842 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS RD

ANIMAL CONTROL 20230247 8:50 S LOOP S LOOP

FIRE DEPT 20230248 9:10 127 WOODLAND WOODLAND

EMS 20230249 10:14 CVS PHARMACY 1402 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20230250 11:45 1000 N LOOP N LOOP AVE

EMS 20230251 11:51

MISCELLANEOUS 20230252 11:59 511 GLADEWATER LAKE GLADEWATER LAKE RD

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20230253 12:21 690 BRIARCOVE BRIARCOVE

ABANDONED 911 20230254 13:27 310 W GODFREY GODFREY ST

ASSIST 20230255 14:06 901 E SHEPHARD SHEPHARD ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20230256 15:52 CENTER CENTER

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 15-21, 2023

ACREAGE
AFFORDABLE LAND. We have some of the best in 
Texas. Hill Country – Edwards, McCulloch, Schleicher, 
Coke, Val Verde counties, free ranging exotics. South 
Texas – Kinney, Duval, Live Oak counties - whitetail, 
hogs. Trans Pecos, Terrell, Val Verde – whitetail, 
javelina, quail. 30 year fixed rate financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTION
45th Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale 
12:00 Noon, Jan. 21, 2023, El Campo Livestock 
Exchange, El Campo, Texas. 100 bulls, 250 females, 
cattlemansale.com.

PETS/LIVESTOCK
Use Happy Jack® Seal N Heal® on dogs, cats & 
horses to close wounds with a bitter taste.  Allow heal-
ing.  At better Farm & Garden Stores.  (Distributed by 
K&K Vet Supply (479) 361-1516)

GENERATORS
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next power outage: 
1-855-704-8579.

LOG HOMES
Log Homes – Pay only the balance owed. Just Released: 
American Log Homes is assisting estate & account 
settlement on houses. Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.americanloghomesandcabins.com; 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

LEGAL NOTICE
Gregg County Emergency 

Services District #2
Public Notice of 

Physical Address:
736 Wilkins Road

Gladewater, TX 75647

Congratulations to Gladewater Lions Club Students of the Month - Baleigh Edwards and Blake Crane.
Congratulations to Gladewater Rotary Students of 
the Month Eduardo Rojas and Gracie Delaine George.

WOPD Police Arrest Report
For the reporting period of January 9th through the 15th, 2023, offi cers for the White 

Oak Police Department responded to, or initiated, 186 calls for service and assistance. 
Some of the most common calls were; Traffi c Problems, Animal Complaints, Investigative 
Follow-ups, Suspicious Activities, and Community Relations (burn permits, welfare checks, 
vacation home security checks, etc.).

One traffi c collision was investigated resulting in no injuries and one continuing criminal 
investigation.

Two arrests were made by White Oak Police during the reporting period:
Jeffrey Wayne Maurice Coleman, 29, of Longview on two Smith County warrants for 

Theft of Property; and
Shera Leigh Mathis, 58, of Big Sandy for Driving While Intoxicated w/ Two or more 

Previous Convictions and Duty Upon Striking Fixture Causing more than $200 in Damage 
(hit and run).

GPD Police Arrest Report
ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1

1/8/23 1/8/23 22:07 JOHNSON, LA DARIUS DRE SHUN B M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 1600 S. TYLER

1/8/23 22:07 JOHNSON, LA DARIUS DRE SHUN B M FAILURE TO IDENTIFY 1600 S. TYLER

1/12/23 1/12/23 22:53 BENNETT, JACOB AARON W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 202 S. MAIN

1/12/23 22:53 BENNETT, JACOB AARON W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 202 S. MAIN

1/14/23 1/14/23 23:15 WOODS, RICKEY DON W M POSSESSION OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE IN PENALTY GROUP 1 OR 1-B >=1G<4G113 N MAIN

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 01/08/2023, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 01/15/2023, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 01/15/2023

Celebrate Texas State Parks with your best pics for a chance to win a State 
Parks Pass, $100 H-E-B gift card and a shot at our grand prize. Round 1: 
Capture your adventures at Texas State Parks. ENTER at https://bit.ly/
TSP100PhotoContest or tag your pics #TexasStateParks and #TexasParks100. 
Winner of this round will be announced in March. Each season we’ll have a 
new theme and new winner.
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GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!

CALL 903-845-2235
JUST $15/WEEK 
FOR 13 WEEKS

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued, 

FDIC-insured

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 11/30/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

4.75 1-year

We're more than just a great rate

Story and photo by Daytona Vaughn
On Monday Jan. 8, Union Grove’s Lady Lions powerlift-

ing team competed at Union Hill. After the meet, each of the 
girls are in a qualifying position for regionals, and almost 
all of the girls hit record lifts. 

“It was encouraging to see these young ladies break per-
sonal records on their fi rst opportunity of the season,” coach 
Donnie Denman said. 

Lainey Ledbetter won the 198lb weight class by lifting 
760 total pounds and is now ranked second in the region, 
followed by Jessica Hobbs in second for the night with 755 
pounds and a third place ranking in the region. Addison 
Smith placed second at Union Hill with a 695lb total and 
Savanna Clark third with a 580lb total in the 181lb class at 
Union Hill; the girls are ranked third and fi fth in the region 
respectively. Daytona Vaughn placed fourth in the 165lb 
weight class with a 555lb total and is ranked seventh in the 
region.

The girls lift before school each day, in addition to their 
classwork and other extracurricular activities. 

Union Grove’s Lainey Ledbetter deadlifts 270 
pounds with an audience of Overton’s Lady Mus-
tangs. 

Ledbetter wins with 760 total lift 

Ladyneck Bella Baker drives for a layup against 
Lady Bear Calice Henderson in the District 15-3A 
contest that White Oak edged out Gladewater 
51-49. Baker led the Ladynecks with 14 points in 
the game played at White Oak.

Photo my Mike Peery

Kyla Lincoln scores 2 of her 19 points against 
White Oak to pace the Lady Bears in their 51-49 
loss to the Ladynecks.

Photo my Mike Peery

By Tyler Sutton
Both the Gladewater Bears and Lady Bears were in action 

this past week as district play continued for the Lady Bears 
and began for the Bears. 

The Lady Bears made the short trip on Tuesday, January 
10th to White Oak to take on the Lady Roughnecks. In a back 
and forth battle, White Oak slipped out with a 51-49 victory. 
The Lady Necks were lead by Bella Baker who had 14 points 
Whitni Rayson had 11 to lead White Oak who rallied from 
a 45-34 fourth quarter defi cit by outscoring the Lady Bears 
17-4 to complete the comeback victory. Kyla Lincoln lead 
Gladewater with a game high 19 points. MaKayla Police 
chipped in 11 points with 3 assists and 2 rebounds. Calice 
Henderson had 10 points and 6 rebounds. The Lady Bears 
were able to bounce back on Friday, January 13th with a 
dominating 83-31 trouncing of Dangerfi eld to improve their 
record to 10-12 overall and 2-1 in district play. “ We came out 
quick against a team I thought we could play good against 
and it was a good night offensively all around” said coach 
Jermaine Lewis. 

The Gladewater Bears basketball team opened up district 
play on Friday, January 13th by hosting the Dangerfi eld Tigers 
and after an early lead, the Bears couldn’t get the stops they 
needed and ultimately fell 64-54. 

Gladewater jumped out early and after the 1st quarter they 
held  a 18-12 lead. But the Tigers had an answer in the 2nd

quarter with red hot shooting outscoring the Bears 20-13 to 
take a slim 32-31 lead into halftime. Dangerfi eld continued 
their hot shooting in the third period this time putting up 
22 points and holding Gladewater to just 8 to take a  54-39 
lead into the fourth quarter. The Bears did play better in the 
fourth outscoring the Tigers 15-10 but it was too little too 
late as Dangerfi eld held on. “ Just couldn’t really get a lot 
of shots to fall in the second and third quarters and that was 
the difference “ said coach Armstrong .The Bears drop to 
3-6 overall and 0-1 in district play.  Gladewater was lead by 
the 15 points from Kolin Lewis. Tristian Linwood had 13 
points and Tyrone Maddox had 8. 

Next game for the Bears will be a home game on Friday, 
January 20th against Hughes Springs.

Ladynecks down Lady Bears

Emma Hill of White Oak won First Team honors in Class 
3A on the Blue Bell/Texas Sports Writers Association All-
State Volleyball Team for the 2022 high school season.

The team was selected by TSWA members based on nomi-
nations from coaches and media members from around the 
state. Hill was picked as fi rst team setter on the elite team.

Hill recently signed to play volleyball next year at Panola 
College. Hill was the setter for the 39-9  Ladynecks volleyball 
team this year earning TGCA All State honors and  District 
15-3A Setter of the Year. She had 1,223 assists, 242 digs, 52 
aces, 99 kills and 45 blocks.

Earning third team status was Sabine middle blocker Cale 
Brown who had 573 kills, 58 aces, 260 digs, 91 blocks in 
Class 3A.

Ladyneck Hill take top honors

Team Results:
Primary Division:
WO 1st Place:  
Team Score 890
Top shooter:  
Carl Thompson WO 119

Elementary Division:
Harleton 1st Place 
Team Score 2,893
WO 2nd Place Team 
Score 2,647
Top Shooter(s): Elmer 
H-ton 271 / K. 
Leadaman WO 251

Middle School Division:
WO 1st Place 
Team Score 3,028
Harleton 2nd Place 
Team Score 2,988
Top Shooter(s): 
E. Starnes WO 271 / 
A Miller WO 265

High School Division:
Harleton 1st Place 
Team Score 2,747
Top Shooter: H-ton R. 
McBride 268

WO Invitational Archery 
Tourney Results
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Texas farmers, ranchers help set national farm policy for 2023
Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) voting delegates at the Ameri-

can Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF) annual meeting in Puer-
to Rico successfully supported nearly 20 policy resolutions 
from the Lone Star State into new AFBF national policy. 

The 28 TFB voting delegates were among the 341 voting 
delegates from 50 Farm Bureaus and the Puerto Rico Farm 
Bureau at the annual meeting’s Jan. 10 business session. 

“We had a really good day on our resolutions. It was good 
discussion,” TFB President Russell Boening said. “The 
ideas that passed today go into our national policy book, 
and it gives us leaders and staff of American Farm Bureau 
a roadmap to work on the next farm bill, to work on policies 
that affect us on the regulatory issues.”

TFB policy resolutions adopted by AFBF voting delegates 

included support for a limited irrigation category in the RMA 
crop insurance program, support for a stock tank/farm pond 
clean out program and support for efforts to allow livestock 
market owners to invest in ownership of small, very small 
and regional meat packing and processing facilities. 

Other TFB policy resolutions adopted at the meeting in-
cluded support for increased funding for feral hog control 
programs and pilot projects in the farm bill; opposition to any 
foreign entity or persons receiving tax credits, abatements, 
incentives or any other in-kind contribution that affects the 
taking of agricultural land in the U.S.; and opposition to 
any form of a Securities and Exchange Commission ruling 
that would require emissions reporting that could directly 
or indirectly impact farmers and ranchers.

AFBF voting delegates also approved a TFB policy resolu-
tion regarding taxation that supports deferring recognition of 
income for one year for all or a percentage of crop insurance 
or indemnity payments.

“I think the mood of the delegate body was good. There 
is excitement about the new farm bill. At the same time, 
there is cautious optimism, because there is a lot of talk of 
climate change, climate-smart practices, sustainability, dif-
ferent terms like that, that get thrown around. And folks are 
just a little bit concerned about how those issues are going 
to play into the farm bill, but I think our policy is ready to 
address those issues,” Boening said.

In other business, Boening, who farms and ranches in 
South Texas, was re-elected to the AFBF board of directors.

Ernestine Wilson Sawyer 
100th Birthday January 

Continued from Page 1

Kilgore College Rangerettes, but with rumors of war, she 
decided to move to Dallas for a short time and get her dance 
degree and teach.  By the time she got home, World War II 
had begun and no one could afford dance lessons.  A friend 
who owned a grocery store asked if she could work for him 
since most of the men had been called to war.  

She met the love of her life Tom Sawyer while she was 
working for the USO as President.  USO would hold activi-
ties and dances for the service men who were coming home 
from the war.  They were married in March 1945.  9 months 
later the fi rst of 6 children were to bless this union.  Tommy, 
Ronnie (deceased), Jan, Karen, Annette and Patti, all gradu-
ates of Gladewater High.  Ernestine spent many a year as 
room mother, Catechism teacher at her beloved Catholic 
Church, Saint Theresa’s.  She was an excellent seamstress, 
creating many a cheerleader, majorette and Honey Bear 
costume. Along with many prom, bridesmaid and wedding 
dresses for her family and friends.  Years later she would be 
part of the original group that created the Gladewater Former 
Students Association where she is a Kodiak Bear member.

She lived in the little house on Gay Avenue from 1953 
until recently when she move in with her daughter.

Please join the family in wishing the happiest of birthdays 
to our 100 year old Mother, Grandmother, Great Grand-
mother, Aunt and friend, Ernestine Sawyer, and Many 
Many More!

Odette Alexander served as the host 
for Monday’s Martin Luther King, Jr. 
celebration brunch held at Aunt 
Sandra’s restaurant.

Michelle Price, a minister for 
Fellowship Community 
Church, was the guest speaker 
for the MLK Jr. celebration.

Darren Richardson provided the 
music for Monday’s Martin Luther 
King, Jr. celebration brunch.

Photos by Darla Ferguson
Jarvis Christian University Choir members sang for the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration brunch.

Kilgore College names 583 students to 
president’s, dean’s lists for Fall 2022

Kilgore  Col lege has 
named 583 students to its 
Fall 2022 president’s and 
dean’s lists.

 Students earning a per-
fect 4.0 grade point average 
enrolled in at least 12 credit 
hours, excluding develop-
mental classes, have been 
named to the President’s 
List. 

From Gladewater: Jo-
seph Gentry, Ezekiel Joy, I, 
Mathew Maguire, Trinity 
Mooney, Emily Reynolds, 
Jennifer Rivera, Emily 
Roach, Zachary Shipp, Al-
exandria West

From White Oak: Megan 
Beamer, Nineveh Blanken-
ship, Morgan Hammer, 
Natalie Ingram, Amber Nix, 
Richard Pittman, Brooklynn 
Schroeder, Patricia Titus

KC Dean’s List honorees 
achieved at least a 3.5 GPA 
and were enrolled in at least 
12 credit hours, excluding 
developmental classes.

From Gladewater: Mer-
cedes Brown, Denise Byrd, 
Melvalena Decco, Savannah 
Evans. Madelyn Furrh, Ko-
letta Galvan,  Taylor Garlow, 
Garrett Glenn ,  Landon 
Griffi th, Payton Haley, Ash-

ley Harkey, Ethan Holloway, 
Patricia Johnson, Jackie 
Mathews, Lucas Miles, Ga-
briella Montelongo, Timothy 
Pugliese, Sahir Rashid, Aida 
Renfroe, Sydney Roebuck, 
Logan Rust Jackson Strait, 
Kile Stripland, Cinthia Vi-
cente, Alitha Wheat.

From White Oak:Tifanie 
Barham, Brianna B e a m -
er, Cade Carter, Ginger 
Crumpton, Caleb Dang, 
Jonathon Garza, Madison 
Hunt, Mark Koehler, Kelsy 
Leeman, Simuel Millwood, 
Brantley Russo, Ramsie 
Russo, Kelly Webb.

895 E. Broadway Ave., Gladewater
 (903) 374-2533 ● www.bankatcnb.bank

Join Us On Jan. 26th For Our
Chamber Ribbon Cutting 10 a.m.

And Then Come To Our Open House 
With Refreshments 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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