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THREE DEATHS A DAY IN TEXAS 
DUE TO DRUNK DRIVING
TxDOT campaign aims to deter 

drunk driving this summer

AUSTIN – Drunk driving deaths increased again 
last year in Texas, and TxDOT is urging all Texans 
to save lives and reverse this trend by choosing a 
sober ride.

 Monse Montoya’s family was destroyed when a 
drunk driver ran through a stop sign and T-boned her 
parents’ car. The crash instantly killed her father and 
her 15-year-old brother. Her mother survived, but she 
spent a week in the ICU.

 The driver 
of the other 
car had been 
drinking with 
his coworkers 
before getting 
b e h i n d  t h e 
wheel, instead 
of arranging 
a sober ride. 
He’s now in 
prison, while 
Monse’s fam-
ily has been 
l e f t  b r o k e n 
b e c a u s e  o f 
his  reckless 
choice.

 It’s a tragic 
but  dis turb-
ingly common 
story — 1,162 people were killed in drunk driving 
crashes in Texas in 2022, a 2% increase from the 
year before.

 That’s equivalent to three people dying every day 
of the year. TxDOT is sharing stories like Monse’s 
as a part of its Faces of Drunk Driving campaign. 
Through these stories, TxDOT hopes to remind Tex-
ans that behind every statistic is a person from our 
community—a brother or sister, a parent, a neighbor, 
a friend.

 “Numbers can sometimes feel abstract,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. “But 
these are real people whose lives were either lost or 
forever altered by someone’s decision to drink and 
drive. We hope that the stories featured in our Faces 
of Drunk Driving campaign will inspire Texans to 
always arrange a sober ride home.”

 Last year, a staggering 26% of all traffic deaths 
in Texas involved a drunk driver. Those crashes led 
to one person dying every 7 hours and 32 minutes.

 The Faces of Drunk Driving campaign reminds 
us that driving under the influence can have seri-
ous and often irreparable physical, emotional and 
financial consequences for survivors and offenders 
alike. Beyond the all-too-real possibility of taking a 
life, a DWI/DUI can be expensive and can lead to 
difficulty finding or keeping a job, loss of trust from 
loved ones, and a lifetime of regret.

 This year’s campaign will feature events around 
the state to share stories from Texans who deal every 
day with the consequences of a drunk driving crash. 
Events will include an exhibit of powerful video 
testimonials. Full video stories and other impaired 
driving information are available online, at https://
www.soberrides.org/.

 TxDOT’s Faces of Drunk Driving campaign is a 
key component of #EndTheStreakTX, a broader so-
cial media and word-of-mouth effort that encourages 
drivers to make safer choices while behind the wheel 
to help end the streak of daily deaths. November 7, 
2000, was the last deathless day on Texas roadways.

A DWI CAN COST UP TO 
$17,000 IN FINES AND FEES

The cost of a DWI in Texas ranges from 
place to place. See how the costs could 
add up:
1st DWI offense fine: $250 to $2,000
Bail: up to $1,000
Court costs: up to $500
Attorney fees: average is up to $9,400
Probation fees (12 months): up to $1,200
Alcohol Education Course: $70 to $200
Increased car insurance: about $1,000
Car impound and towing fee: about $200
Car storage fees (up to 5 days): $100
Ignition interlock device (1 year): $1,400
Restitution amounts: not included

GRAND TOTAL:UP TO $17,000

We’ll get through this

Gregg County Sheriff’s Office, along with Gladewater firefighters, assisted Truman Smith Children’s Care 
Center in time of crisis following last week’s storm. The Gregg County Sheriff’s Office is sent a trustee 
crew to the center to lend a helping hand during the ongoing power outage and heat warning. They helped 
locals offloading a shipment of generators and air conditioners to help keep the facility cool and ensure 
the well-being of the children and staff. Power outages and heat warnings can be especially challenging 
for vulnerable individuals.

City stresses streets at packed town hall meeting

East Texas recovers 
after hurricane-like storm

By James Draper
Last week’s storm raged in, roared out and left dam-

aged homes, block streets, oppressively hot days, muggy 
nights and dark screens in its wake.

Recovery began immediately across the region Friday 
as first responders from Gladewater and other communi-
ties deployed to help their communities. Thousands of 
linemen from Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative and 
SWEPCO gathered from multiple states to tackle downed 
lines, wrecked poles, fried equipment.

With about a quarter of a million SWEPCO customers 
in the dark and approximately 97 percent of URECC’s 
network down, they had their work cut out for them, but 
the hours and days since the ‘hurricane-like’ incident saw 
block after block of power restored.

There’s more work ahead, but at least the combined 
efforts of emergency workers, utility personnel, local 
public servants, friends and neighbors are working to 
lift the burden for others in need.

“We’ll get through this,” Jerry Howell told his friend, 
grabbing a belated cup of coffee and swapping storm 
stories on the phone in the bustling Gladewater Donut 
Shop the morning of June 16. “The power’s starting to 
come back on in Gladewater.”

Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s initial disaster dec-
laration included Upshur County in addition to Cass, 
Franklin, Harrison, Marion and Wood. The Governor’s 
declaration later added Camp, Gregg, Hopkins, Panola, 
Smith, and Titus counties. Abbott’s proclamation detailed 
the wide array of dangerous weather that stretched across 
this corner of Texas, beginning on June 14 and continu-
ing through Friday morning, which brought the worst 
damage to Gladewater and the surrounding area: gusting 
winds, hail, lightning, pounding rain and flash flooding. 
In addition to a deadly tornado in Perryton, a second 
was confirmed to have touched down in Panola County.

Though multiple homes and other property in Glade-
water sustained damaged from water, wind and falling 
trees, Gladewater Fire Chief and Emergency Coordinator 
Mike Simmons said the community escaped the storm 
with no fatalities or injuries reported.

In an initial assessment, “We’re looking at 2-3 days 
possibly before power’s fully restored,” Simmons said. 
“Talking to the Gregg County emergency manager, it’s 
just a lot of trees down and power lines.”

The estimate rang true for many local utility customers, 
but some were still in the dark as the next week began.

Gladewater City Hall was among the many spots with-
out power, nevertheless deploying crews to tackle trees 
across many roads and main routes – Gay Avenue, for 
example, was unpassable in the 2100 block with a large 
tree covering the roadway after it pulled down multiple 
lines. It was just one of many, though, a scene repeated 
numerous times across town as locals woke up to the 
chaos left by the June 15-16 tempest.

As local drivers struggled to remember how to navigate 
flashing red lights and dark traffic signals, they also got 

to clean-up.
Matt Kates set to cleaning up his property on Rodeo at Woodbine 

immediately. He said the storm roared through “like a freight train” 
and he wouldn’t be surprised if the winds hit 90 mph – his back 
fence is a mess.

By James Draper
But for a bit of road rage, most of last week’s 

Town Hall Meeting about ‘Safe Streets and Roads’ 
grant funds stayed on topic – How can Gladewater 
best use federal funds to make its pedestrian and 
driving routes safer?

It was, at times, a challenge for city officials to 
keep the focus on the future. The public dialogue 
drew a packed house at Gladewater City Hall, and 
multiple attendees came ready to unload their cur-
rent concerns about common complaints – from 

potholes to damaged driveways, subpar pavement, litter 
and more.

Gladewater officials listened and took notes on ev-
erything, but their key task was to collect suggestions 
from the community about how they might eventually 
use federal funds to improve roadway safety within the 
constraints of a governmental grant program. 

“Right now, this is a planning grant,” said Al Harrison, 
city inspector.

One relevant note came from Claudette Clay, who sug-
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LIFESTYLES OF THE RICH AND FAMOUS
For a moment, think about what’s been called “Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.” 

You have probably seen the TV program by that name which gives viewers an inside 
look at the lavish lifestyles of high society. Well, we may think such riches and fame 
automatically bring lasting happiness, but that’s not the full story. For example, How-
ard Hughes, one of the world’s wealthiest men, died a weird recluse. Marilyn Monroe, 
achieved great fame and fortune, but was often miserable, and apparently died by her 
own hand. But the list goes on and on, and on. Janis Joplin, Elvis Presley, Rock Hudson, 
Liberace, professional sports stars, those who have reached political greatness, wealthy 
and famous business men, religious leaders, and yes, some well-known Bible characters, 
etc. The sad end of their lives is a reminder that all that glitters is not gold, and being 
famous does not bring happiness. 

   Yes, it’s true that material wealth and fame can be a great advantage, but the truth is, 
there are some things money cannot buy, and fame cannot accomplish. For example, it 
cannot buy and bring about real contentment, love, true friends, a good marriage, peace, 
genuine respect and a clear conscience. It cannot buy inner beauty, or character, and 
most important of all, it cannot assure one a place in Heaven. Luke 12: 15 says: “Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
things he possesses.” Jesus asked: “For what profi t is it to a man if he gains the whole 
world, and loses his own soul?” (Matt. 16: 26). 

   It is so important to remember that salvation you can have through Jesus Christ is 
worth more than all of the wealth and fame one may possess. Salvation does not require 
material possessions, education, and fame, but it does require the desire to please God 
and to honestly admit one’s own need, and the willingness to do what God demands. 
So, my friend, you may not be rich and famous, possessing, all this world has to offer, 
but you can, even though you are poor, be “rich toward God” (Lk. 12: 21). You can be 
“rich in faith” and love God by obeying Him. Think on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com. 

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
It’s Adam Smith’s 300th birthday (June 5th, 16th, or 18th, 

depending on the calendar that you choose)! He was one of 
history’s most infl uential thinkers, basically articulating the 
framework of capitalism. It’s a moment worthy of refl ection.

A brilliant Scottish philosopher who lived with his mother 
and was notoriously absent-minded, 
Smith set forth many of his fundamen-
tal ideas in An Inquiry into the Nature 
and Causes of the Wealth of Nations 
in 1776. It is an incredibly laborious 
tome to absorb, but an instant best-seller 
when published. It conceptualized the 
market as an “Invisible Hand” guiding 
the decisions of producers, workers, and 

other economic actors based on self-interest yet producing 
optimal social outcomes. 

There have been notable refi nements to the framework 
over time, such as introducing the concept of comparative 
advantage in the early 1800s, identifying the importance of 
marginal decisions (those based on the last unit consumed 
or produced) in the 1870s, graphically depicting market phe-
nomena in 1890, incorporating the actions of others through 
game theory in the 1950s, and an increasing focus of late on 
expectations and dynamics. Nonetheless, the core principles 
promulgated in 1776 remain profoundly impactful not only 
on the United States but other nations around the globe.

Smith’s ideas were infl uenced by philosophers such as 
John Locke and the natural law sentiment of the day, as well 
as the belief in “natural rights” – life, liberty, and property – 
which prescribed a relatively restrained role for government. 
He applied such ideas to markets and the economy in a more 
systematic manner than his predecessors. 

Thomas Jefferson spent much of the 1780s in Europe and 
became familiar with Smith’s work, which had a profound 
role in the unique establishment of the United States as not 
only a democracy but also an economy based largely on 
capitalism. (I’ve been privileged to hold both of Jefferson’s 
copies of Wealth of Nations.)

Smith is generally associated with “laissez faire” and the 
belief in very limited government (the Texas translation is 
“let the fur fl y!”). In reality, he recognized that there were 
shortcomings in the capitalist approach and a legitimate and 
necessary role for the public sector. He essentially viewed 
a market-based economy as one that would work well (but 
not perfectly), and he was right on both fronts. 

Though written at the dawn of the American Revolution 
(which he described as the “present disturbances”), Smith’s 
framework has had an enormous and continuing impact. 
The US economy is the primary example, having generated 
more opportunities and innovations than any other. While 
we must constantly strive to make it better and more acces-
sible for everyone, the system that he set forth is profoundly 
signifi cant and an enduring legacy. 

Happy Tricentennial, Dr. Smith! 
Stay safe! 

Happy birthday Dr. Smith ...

Gary Borders 
Capital Highlights

The Best of 
Suzanne 
Bardwell

Abbott vetoes bills; feud with Patrick grows
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 

claimed last week that Gov. 
Greg Abbott is sabotaging 
the Senate’s work because 
of their ongoing feud over 
which approach to property 
tax reform is best, The Dallas 
Morning News reported. Ab-
bott vetoed three bills by Sen. 
Paul Bettencourt, R-Hous-
ton, who has been Patrick’s 
point senator on increasing 
homestead exemptions in 
order to provide tax cuts. As 
of Friday afternoon, he had 
vetoed 31 bills.

Abbott has threatened a 
string of vetoes if the House 
and Senate can’t agree on a 
compromise on property tax 
relief. In each veto proclama-
tion, Abbott has issued the 
following statement: “This 
bill can be reconsidered at 
a future special session only 
after property tax relief is 
passed.”

Patrick took issue with 
that. “The governor’s sug-
gested threat today to veto a 
large number of Senate bills 
is an affront to the legislative 
process and the people of 
Texas,” he said.

Will the state’s 
electric grid hold
Much of Texas is in the 

throes of a sweltering heat 
wave, prompting concern 

that the electric grid will be 
strained as Texans try to keep 
cool. However, the Electric 
Reliability Council of Texas, 
which operates the grid, pre-
dicts it will be able to handle 
forecast peaks in energy us-
age, the Austin American-
Statesman reported.

The biggest factor is de-
mand for air conditioning 
of homes and businesses, 
according to Robert Hebner, 
director of the University of 
Texas Center for Electrome-
chanics.

“Any rapid change in tem-
perature causes great dif-
fi culty. If you have a gradual 
change, (companies) usu-
ally adjust to it fairly well,” 
Hebner said. “This summer, 
there’s a good chance they’ve 
anticipated well enough that 
we’ll be able to get through.”

The first official day of 
summer is Wednesday, June 
21.

New law bans paper 
license plates

Temporary paper “dealer 

The Great Escape...
Jim and I are bona fide goat ropers. Yep, we hitched 

up our jeans and chased three goats last Wednesday 
morning in our flip flops. As soon as we would get them 
in the fence one would jump the wire.

Our son and daughter-in-heart sold their home at 
Caddo Lake, thanks in great part to their Real Estate 
Agent and our friend Farrell Alexander. They moved in 
with us last Tuesday night. They both have new jobs in 
Tyler and they are looking for a homestead with a few 
acres in this neck of the Piney Woods.

With them came two shetland pony-sized rescue dogs 
named Mort and Dozer who think they are lap puppies 
(they are extremely lovable and well trained), as well 
as three ‘rescue’ goats that are not in the least well 
trained but are highly intelligent and entertaining. Just 
ask my 88-year old Mom who is staying with us while 
recuperating from a heart attack. She has a lawn chair 
front and center of a newly built goat pen for her daily 
dose of entertainment.

I hadn’t planned to be a goat roper last week. In fact 
I had had a 6 a.m. hair appointment to get beautified 
for the Texas Press Association Leadership Retreat at a 
Lake Conroe resort. With my tamed and trendy hairdo I 
came home to escaped, as our son laughingly calls them, 
our grand ‘kids’. (Get it? Kids? That’s another word for 
goat if you aren’t familiar with farm culture.)

I pulled in the driveway feeling chic and together, and 
there those entertaining goats were chomping down on 
the magnolia tree on the wrong side of the fence. So, 
I grabbed a broom and my hiking stick and used all 
my old rancher’s daughter skills to round those rowdy 
suckers up.

Except they weren’t cows. They were willful and 
nimble. And perversely opposed to herding. I quickly 
wilted and shouted for Jimmy. My hair frizzed and the 
goats ran, but we persevered. There was no way we were 
going to let Betty Goat, Lloyd Lee or Sandy head to 
the road to be hit by a car, or to the woods for a coyote 
picnic. My son and daughter-in-heart love their goats 
and we weren’t going to let the little escape artists get 
our goat or break their hearts.

Goat wrangler Jim came running and we managed to 
keep those rebellious kids corralled until our son could 

make it from his job in Tyler to the ‘goat ranch’ to liter-
ally wrestle his troublesome pets back into the fence that 
had allowed the Great Escape. One cloven-hooved darlin’ 
even had to be roped and pushed...thereby the earning 
of the ‘goat roper’ badge for wrangler Jim.

By this time my hair do that had been subjected to 
the heat and humidity looked more like Jimi Hendrix 
at his most electric than the sleek, professional cool I 
was going for.

My industrious son and hubby proceeded to string an-
other wire or two in the 95 degree, 90 percent humidity 
heat and then off Josh went back to work. Meanwhile, 
my wily hubby cleverly used a wrench, bailing wire and 
a pickup truck to stretch and place a last line of prison 
wire to hold the Houdini-like critters. I eyeballed the 
goats who were testing the fence as fast as it was being 
improved. But there they stood at last, frustrated, behind 
the wire. Right where they belonged.

Jim, who by this time was drenched in sweat, breath-
lessly told me to cancel our hotel reservations; and frizzy, 
sweaty and sad I called up the resort to gleefully discover 
that they had a 72-hour cancellation policy. That nailed 
it. Mr. Fence Builder extraordinaire showered, packed 
and off we headed to the resort praying that the fence 
would hold after we left. And it did.

The further we got from the goats the funnier it got. 
By dinner at lakeside we were highly entertained by our 
goat-scapade adventure.

You know that this is going to be one of those priceless, 
legendary stories for the human grand-kids someday if 
I am fortunate enough to be so blessed. I think it will 
start something like this:

“Tell me if you’ve heard this one...what do you get 
when you put three ‘rescue’ goats, four dogs and five 
adults of three generations together in one home?

The answer? Family.”

tags” will soon be a thing of 
the past after Abbott signed 
House Bill 718. The new 
law phases out the tags and 
requires dealers to issue 
$10 metal plates to buy-
ers purchasing vehicles, the 
Houston Chronicle reported. 
Paper Texas tags have been 
criticized by law enforcement 
offi cials for years, since they 
are easy to fake and often 
used on vehicles used to 
commit crimes. A report by 
KXAN in 2021 found that 
selling of fake Texas tags had 
become a $200 million illicit 
business.

The Department of Motor 
Vehicles has until December 
of next year to come up with a 
plan for creating and distrib-
uting metal plates to dealer-
ships. The law itself goes into 
effect on July 1, 2025.

Bill restricting local 
control signed

Cities and counties will 
be further restricted from 
implementing ordinances or 
regulations on issues nor-

mally addressed by the state 
after Abbott signed House 
Bill 2127, the Statesman 
reported. According to the 
bill’s language, it is a means 
to “provide statewide consis-
tency by returning sovereign 
regulatory powers to the state 
where those powers belong.”

Previously, regulations 
put into place by cities were 
unenforceable if found to be 
in violation of a state code..
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Hefner to speak at 
town hall meeting
District 5 Texas State Rep. 

Cole Hefner will host an 
Upshur County Town Hall 
in Gilmer later this month. 
The event is set for 6 p.m. 
Thursday, June 29, at the 
Gilmer Civic Center at 1218 
U.S. Hwy. 271 N. According 
to Hefner staffer Melody 
Thompson, “He’s just going 
to speak, and there will be a 
question-and-answer at the 
end. It’s specifi cally about 
the legislative session we 
just fi nished,” she said. “If 
the governor calls another 
special session at the end of 
June, we’ll have to resched-
ule, but for now we’re going 
to go ahead and have the 
Town Hall.”

Manna House 
needs donations 
The local Manna House 

is always in need of food so 
they can help our neighbors. 
So please continue your 
weekly donations of jelly 
and cereal, along with bread, 
canned fruit. So, when you 
are grocery shopping, con-
sider picking  up a few extra 
items for Manna House, so 
they can keep helping others. 
Drop off the non-perishable 
items at 519 E Broadway 
Ave. or at the Gladewater 
Mirror at 211 N. Main. Got 
questions, call (903) 845-
3128.

Upshur Dems to 
meet June 26

The Upshur County Dem-
ocratic Party will hold its 
monthly meeting Monday, 
June 26, announced county 
Democratic Chairman Win-
ifred Jackson.

The gathering is set for 

6:30 p.m. at Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post No. 6715 on 
VFW Road at the outskirts 
of Gilmer.

Upshur Democrats meet 
on the fourth Monday of 
each month.

Area fi reworks 
shows set for July 3

Gladewater and Gilmer’s 
annual Independence Day 
fi reworks are set for Monday 
night, July 3, at Lake Glade-
water and the Yamboree 
Event Center.

Lake Gladewater event 
runs from 5-9:30 p.m., with 
the annual patriotioc boat 
parade set for 8 p.m.. Admis-
sion is free.

The Gilmer air show is 
scheduled for 7:30 p.m. with 
the fi reworks show follow-
ing at 9:15, and admission is 
free. The center is at the end 
of Bob Glaze Drive, off U.S. 
271 and next to Walmart.

Food vendors will be at 
both events.

Lee-Bardwell 
Library crocheting
The Lee-Bardwell Library 

hosts “Cozy Crochet” every 
Saturday at 1 p.m.. Everyone 
is invited! Call 903-845-
2640 for information.

Teen Game Night
The Upshur County Li-

brary in Gilmer is offering a 
monthly “Teen Game Night” 
for those ages 12-19, and a 
monthly “Book Club” meet-
ing for adults at least age 18.

The events are free of 
charge at the library at 702 
W. Tyler in Gilmer.

The teens’ night, held from 
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on a month’s 
third Saturday, offers card, 
board and video games, 
and usually food like pizza. 

Those interested in attend-
ing should RSVP the library 
either on its Facebook page 
(Upshur County Library), or 
by email at upshurcountyli-
brary@yahoo.com, said li-
brary spokeswoman Molissa 
Edwards.

The book club meets the 
second Tuesday monthly 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. to 
discuss a book one of the ap-
proximately 30 members has 
recommended they all read.

Murder rap now 
possible for fentanyl 
distribution deaths
Several bills were signed 

into law last week to fi ght 
fentanyl overdoses by classi-
fying those deaths as poison-
ings, allowing universities 
to use opiod reversal drug 
Narcan, and implementing 
felony charges for producing 
and distributing fentanyl.

“This law makes clear 
that any person who causes 
a death by unlawfully manu-
facturing or delivering fen-
tanyl can be prosecuted for 
murder in the state of Texas,” 
Abbott said. Nearly 2,000 
Texans died last year after 
taking fentanyl, sometimes 
unknowingly because it was 
mixed with other drugs.

Despite the passage of 
these bills, some family 
members of overdose vic-
tims expressed disappoint-
ment that a bill that would no 
longer classify fentanyl test 
strips as drug paraphernalia 
did not make it out of the 
Senate.

County library 
hosts storytime

The Summer Reading Pro-
gram for children and adults 
is underway at the Upshur 

County Library in Gilmer.
The free program is sim-

ply designed to encourage 
reading, and participants can 
receive prizes, said library 
Director Cynthia King.

The activity is even for 
children who are too young 
to read, but whose parents 
or siblings can read to them, 
King said.

The event, which started 
June 1, continues through 
July 21. For every two hours 
a participant reads at home 
or elsewhere, he or she gets 
to select a prize from a case, 
King noted.

Participants keep a log 
of how many minutes they 
read, she explained.

Besides reading,  the 
program includes various 
activities. On Tuesdays, a 
children’s movie and a teen 
movie are shown simul-
taneously, but in different 
locations in the library, King 

said.
On Wednesdays, perfor-

mances ranging from pup-
pets to animals and a magic 
show will be featured, she 
added.

The library will also con-
tinue its year-round two 
weekly “Storytime” book 
readings to small children on 
Thursdays. In addition, pro-
grams for teens will be held 
that day, thus letting parents 
bring all their children to 
the library at once instead of 
separately.

Since the entire reading 
program is free, anyone 
wishing to participate need 
only come to the library 
(702 W. Tyler, which is also 
Texas 154) and sign up to be 
eligible for prizes.

For more information, call 
the library at (903) 843-5001 
or see its Facebook page, 
which is “Upshur County 
Library--Gilmer, Texas.”

New Oil and Gas 
Monitoring and 

Enforcement Plan 
Approved

RRC commissioners have 
approved the agency’s Oil 
and Gas Monitoring Plan 
for Fiscal Year 2024 which 
continues to build on the 
agency’s strong record of 
stewardship of protecting the 
environment and residents.

The new plan includes 
goals to accurately demon-
strate the Commission ’s 
oil and gas monitoring and 
enforcement activities and to 
strategically use the oil and 
gas monitoring and enforce-
ment resources. It focuses 
on developing a framework 
to describe the totality of 
oil and gas monitoring and 
enforcement efforts, beyond 
inspections and remediation 
work the agency does, which 
would include the extensive 
work that is done involving 
technical permit monitoring 

and administrative compli-
ance enforcement.

The RRC’s well plug-
ging program, which has 
exceeded goals set by the 
Legislature for six straight 
years, will continue its pri-
oritization system to extend 
its successful work plugging 
orphaned oil and gas wells 
throughout the state with 
state funds. This fi scal year 
the RRC utilized federal 
grants to add to the number 
of wells that were plugged. 
The agency has submitted 
comments on draft federal 
guidance on another set of 
grants that could be utilized 
next fi scal year.

“Our oil and gas regu-
latory work is nationally 
recognized because of our 
staff ’s tireless work and 
the way we have leveraged 
technology to improve our 
effi ciency over the years,” 
said Wei Wang, RRC Ex-
ecutive Director. “The new 
plan for next fiscal year 
keeps building on that as we 
regulate more than 430,000 
wells in the state. Texas is 
the largest oil and gas pro-
ducer in the nation, and we 
will continue to help that 
economic vitality.”    

Staff training has been 
very important for the agen-
cy as it regulates a cutting-
edge oil and gas industry. 
Inspectors will continue to 
receive in-house and exter-
nal training to learn about 
the technologies employed 
in conventional and shale 
oil and gas fi eld operations.

Part of the Commission’s 
most recent goals are to use 
data from inspections, en-
forcement, and compliance 
to improve our information 
management systems so that 
they are more user-friendly 
for operators. That work will 
continue in the next fi scal 
year to help effi ciency for 
both RRC staff and oil and 
gas operators.

MARTHA ANN HOLLEY (STANSELL)
 Martha Ann Holley (Stansell), 84, of Dallas peacefully 

completed her earthly journey May 29, 2023 with sunlight 
dancing in the room surrounded by those who loved her. 

Martha was born on June 26, 
1938 to Addreanne and Weldon 
Stansell in Cisco.

 Martha spent her childhood 
in Gladewater. While attending 
Gladewater High School, Martha 
shined as a National Honor stu-
dent, a cheerleader and a Sunday 
school teacher at the Methodist 
Church. She went on to repre-
sent Gladewater as Gladewater’s 
Queen on East Texas Day at the 
State Fair of Texas. After gradu-
ation in 1956, she attended Texas 

Christian University where she was a member of the Zeta 
Tau Alpha Fraternity. After graduating in 1959 with a Bach-
elor of Science in Early Childhood Education, she started 
her fi rst job at Fort Worth ISD as a 3rd grade teacher, kick 
starting a 14 year teaching career. After retiring from teach-
ing, Martha spent years traveling with Dallas Fan Fares, an 
event planning company. From Super Bowls, Final Fours 
to The Masters, Martha’s infectious personality made her 
known and loved by all.

 In 1964, Martha met the love of her life, Ron Holley at 
the Cimarron Dance at the Dallas Country Club. They mar-
ried July 31, 1965 and went on to have two children, Brad 
and Kara. Their love endured for 57 years. Martha loved 
shopping - whether it be a trip overseas to secure the best 
antiques, a day spent scouring Estate Sales, or the many 
hours she spent rummaging through the racks at TJ Maxx. 
Martha also spent a lot of time and found immense joy 
volunteering, playing cards and spending time with friends. 
Martha embodied kindness,grace, loyalty, selfl essness and a 
love for the Lord. She was a symbol of strength and stabil-
ity. They say beauty is as beauty does, and Martha surely 
did. She showed up in every moment that counted for each 
and all of her family and close friends. She cheered on her 
grandchildren through countless sporting events, celebrated 
her friends and family through engagements, weddings, and 
babies; loving and visiting friends through hard times and 
in sickness. Martha lived her life and loved her family and 
friends with fi erceness and devotion.

 Martha was reunited with her parents, brother, George, 
sister, Brenda and numerous lifelong friends.

 She is survived by her loving husband, Ron, their son 
Brad Holley and his

wife Julie, their daughter Kara Baergen and her husband 
John, and those lucky enough to call her Nana;Taylor Hol-
ley and his fi ancé, K’lee Schwartz, Gracie Baergen, Brenna 
Holley, Johnny Baergen, Bradford Holley, Audrey Baergen 
and her two great grandchildren, Noah and Tristan Holley 
and many other extended family members. A

 A celebration of Life will be held on Friday, June 30 th at 
2 pm at Slate at II Creeks, 2701 Custer Parkway, Richardson, 
Texas 75080. In lieu of fl owers, in true Martha fashion, go 
forth and brighten the day for someone in need of a smile 
and a visit.

OBITUARIES

LILLIAN LAFERN MITCHELL ARTERBURN
 Lillian LaFern Mitchell Arterburn of Justin, Texas passed 

away on June 15, 2023 surrounded by her family.  She was 
born on August 13, 1930, in Gladewater to William Huel 

“Bill” Mitchell and Emma (Vice) 
Mitchell. Lillian was a graduate of 
Gladewater High School in 1948.

In 1949, she moved to St. Louis, 
Missouri where she worked as 
an experienced varitype opera-
tor.  She later moved to Grand 
Prairie,  where she went to work 
for Tempco Aerospace (later 
Chance Vought). She was actively 
involved in the community theater 
and was an excellent thespian. She 
thoroughly enjoyed acting and 
live theater.

Lillian met and fell in love with Leach Arterburn while 
working at LTV.  They were married on March 19, 1960. 

Leach and Lillian lived and raised their three sons in Arling-
ton from 1961-1984. In the late 1970’s Lillian worked as an 
assistant to the Dean of the University of Texas at Arlington in 
the Electrical Engineering Department.  In 1984, they retired 
and moved back to her home place in Gladewater. While in 
Gladewater she was an Upshur county election judge for 
several years. She also was a water therapy instructor at the 
physical therapy center in Kilgore Texas for 17 years. 

In 2011 Lillian moved to Justin to live near her youngest 
son Kyle and his family. 

Lillian was always a caretaker of others. She performed vol-
unteer work in her community.  She was a founding member 
of Project BEAT, blood type identifi cation for school children. 
She transported patients for the Red Cross. She also volun-
teered at a Crisis Hotline call center by answering incoming 
phone calls from people in psychological need. Lillian was 
a hard worker with a lot of grit and determination. She was 
a unique and resourceful woman who was very intelligent 
and self-educated. She cared for her family and provided 
care for others when needed.  Lillian loved spending time 
with her family and especially her two grandchildren Lauren 
and Hudson. Most recently, she was very proud of her great 
grandson, Monty Austin Smith, born to Lauren and Patrick 
in September of 2022. 

Lillian was preceded in death by her husband, Hubert Leach 
Arterburn; parents, Bill & Emma Mitchell; one sister and four 
brothers: Evelyn Camp, Lloyd, John (Jackie), Ardis (Bo) and 
Bill Mitchell Sr. all of Gladewater. 

She is survived by her three sons, Keith Lee Arterburn of 
Arlington, Kevin Louis Arterburn and wife Dee of Midlothian, 
TX and Kyle Len Arterburn and wife Kim of Justin, TX; two 
grandchildren, Lauren Arterburn Smith and Hudson Arterburn; 
one great grandson, Monty Smith. As well as several nieces 
and nephews, grand and great nieces, and nephews.  

 The family will have visitation on Saturday, June 24, 2023 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Croley Funeral Home – Gladewater.  
Funeral services will follow beginning at 1 p.m..  The inter-
ment will be at Gladewater Memorial Park.
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BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist • 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist • 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist • 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 

First Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 
Friendship Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 

Gladeview Baptist • 903-845-3842 
Gladewater Missionary Baptist • 903-845-5174 

Grace Baptist • 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist • 903-845-5174 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist • 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist • 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist • 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church • 903-806-2411 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
North Loop Church of Christ • 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Christ • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church • 903-845-2306 
CHARISMATIC

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran • 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First Methodist Church Gladewater • 903-845-2565 
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Starrville Methodist • 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist • 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 
Grace Tabernacle Church • 903-309-8801 

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 

Northside Pentecostal 
Abundant Life Temple • 903-845-6043 

Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) 
PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyterian • 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship 

Gladewater Revival Church 
Living Hope Fellowship • 903-261-2023 

Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 
Union Temple CME Church • 903-845-1050 

OTHER 
Starrville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3220 

Friendship Community Church 
Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195

Gladewater
Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

Pastor Steven Zanjter

TYLER – TxDOT is planning to conduct the following con-
struction and maintenance work in the district during the com-
ing week. Work schedules are subject to change due to weather 
conditions, equipment failure, or other unforeseen issues. 

US 80 - Gladewater
Limits: SH 300 east to Locker Plant Road in Gladewater
Contractor: East Texas Bridge/Cost: $12.6 million
Anticipated Completion Date: November 2023
This project consists of milling and inlaying main lanes of 

travel, as well as striping. There will be daytime lane closures. 
Motorists should expect delays. 

 FM 2206/Harrison Road
Limits: Fisher Rd. to SH 42
Contractor: East Texas Bridge, Inc./Cost: $14.15 million
Anticipated Completion Date: August 2023
This project consists of widening a two-lane road to four lanes 

with a center turn lane. This includes drainage structures, new 
bridge, fl exible base, hot mix, and pavement markings. Contractor 
will be extending culverts and constructing detours. There will 
be daytime lane closures. Expect delays. 

ETCOG recently announced new leadership for its Chief 
Elected Offi cials – Rural Transportation Planning Organization 
(CEO–RTPO) Board. At a recent meeting, the CEO–RTPO 
Board voted Marion County Judge Leward LaFleur as Chair, 
re-elected Camp County Judge AJ Mason as Vice Chair, and 
designated Judge Chad Sims to its Executive Committee. 

 The  CEO–RTPO Board consists of the county judges 
from each of the 14 counties served by ETCOG, the Mayors 
of Longview and Tyler, and the three Texas Department of 
Transportation District Engineers that serve the ETCOG re-
gion. The Board serves a dual function of shared oversight of 
the region’s workforce programs with the Workforce Solutions 
East Texas Board and working directly with TXDOT to en-
sure that transportation priorities are developed and solutions 
implemented for the region’s rural communities. 

 “With deep admiration and respect for my colleagues, I 
express my sincere appreciation for their confi dence in call-
ing me to serve as Chairman of the Chief Elected Offi cials 
–Rural Transportation Planning Organization Board. I have 
such esteem for these county judicial and city leaders, who 
sacrifi cially serve the needs and interests of our East Texas. 
Together, as servants of the public’s trust, we will continue 
to confront the challenges and seize the opportunities for the 
future of the 14 counties and cities within our region. With 
rich natural resources, the beauty of our lands, coupled with 
the values and strong work ethic of our people, East Texas sits 
in a strategic position to grow economically while maintain-
ing the quality of life we all enjoy. As a son of Gregg County, 
God called me back to my East Texas roots after my service 
to our country through the U.S. Navy. Upon returning home 
to the piney woods, I had a burden in my heart to invest my 
life in serving my fellow East Texans. As I do that, I ask for 
the prayers of my colleagues and the people of East Texas,” 
said Marion County Judge Leward LaFleur.

 Judge LaFleur joined the board in 2018 and has served on 
its Executive Committee since 2021.  

 “I have worked with Judge LaFleur for many years and am 
looking forward to what he will bring to ETCOG,” said Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt. “Our counties will only benefi t from 
this next generation of leadership, direction, and integrity as 
he moves into this new position.”

 “I was honored to nominate Judge LaFleur to lead the 
CEO–RTPO Board,” said Harrison County Judge Chad Sims. 
“Since he grew up in Gregg County and now lives and works in 
Marion County, he will be a thoughtful and supportive leader 
for all the counties represented by the Board.

“More than ever, we need leaders in East Texas that will 
work to benefi t all areas. Growth together is much more im-
portant than a singular focus. Judge LaFleur will make a great 
chairman for our CEO–RTPO Board.”

Judge LaFleur to head 
up CEO–RTPO board

A Gladewater ‘brownfi elds’ property may eventually get new 
life after some much-needed TLC.

A chance meeting last year for Gladewater Economic Devel-
opment Corporation’s Michelle Palmer created a new link with 
the East Texas Council of Governments and, by extension, the 
Environmental Protection Agency and some grant funds it’s 
working to distribute.

The EPA recently announced it has selected ETCOG to lead 
a Brownfi elds Assessment Coalition for funding that through 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.

Up to $1 million in grant funding is on the table for the coali-
tion. They’ll be used to conduct environmental site assessments 
and community outreach activities to continue development of 
a brownfi elds site inventory.

According to a program overview, “A brownfi eld site is real 
property, the expansion, redevelopment, or reuse of which 
may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant.”

Assessments are being discussed throughout ETCOG’s 
14-county region, focusing on census tracts in Longview, 
Marshall, Kilgore and Gladewater.

“EPA’s Brownfi elds Program empowers states, communities, 
and other stakeholders to work together to prevent, assess, safely 
clean up, and sustainably reuse brownfi eld sites.”

Gladewater’s involvement in the effort began at a related 
workshop in Nacogdoches in Fall 2022.

“One of the greatest things about going to workshops is the 
network connections,” Palmer said. “Through going to the 
workshop, I met somebody that connected me with a person 
at ETCOG who was applying for this EPA grant.

“I got an exclusive meeting because of that network connec-
tion. I also got information that I didn’t have before to be able 
to get involved in this grant.”

Priority sites in consideration range from the former Stroh’s 
Brewery to a gas station, convenience store and an old school. 
The Kilgore College Quads complex is on the list along with 
the former Texas and Pacifi c Hospital and an 8.3-acre oil 
extraction site.

“Gladewater, like many cities in Texas, has multiple sites 
that may be considered brownfi eld,” Palmer noted. “For the 
grant, they’re looking for specifi c types of sites that may show 
the need for an award – one they wanted to show the need of 
is an old dry cleaner, which is something that Gladewater has.”

The local property in the spotlight is a former laundromat at 

Grant funds may fund brownfields assessment of old laundromat
705 W. Upshur Ave. The expectation is the site will be desig-
nated brownfi eld due to past contamination from the chemicals 
necessary for the operation.

According to public records, the 0.24-acre site at the corner of 
West Upshur Avenue and Wood Street is approximately 10,500 
square feet including almost 3,600 under-roof.

“This is all just for the assessment of these places,” Palmer 
added. “There’s no remediation available through the grant at 
this point. It goes in stages – this is a Stage 1 grant.

“Once we get this done, there will be an option to apply for 
grants for remediation. It is a lengthy process, as most grants 
are.”

More information will be coming in the weeks ahead once the 
various parties have an opportunity to coordinate their efforts.

“They’re looking to get all of the stakeholders together 
sometime in August. That meeting has yet to be set,” Palmer 
said. “We will know at that point how much of the $1 million 
award we have actually received as a coalition.”

By Phillip Williams
A motion that would have been a step toward potentially 

increasing Upshur County elected offi cials’ salaries died 
for lack of a second Thursday at a meeting of the county 
commissioners court.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Gene Dolle’s motion was, in 
effect, to “publish any proposed salary or other allowance 
increases for elected offi cials and precinct offi cers.” 

Only a year after the court voted itself a $5,000 pay 
raise proposed by County Judge Todd Tefteller, Dolle had 
proposed at a recent commissioners’ meeting that the court 
give itself another raise. Last Thursday, his unsuccessful 

motion was that elected offi cials would be included in any 
raises for persons on the county payroll because “they work 
hard for this county.”

Commissioners have been discussing raising county 
employees’ salaries in the forthcoming 2023-24 fi scal 
year budget.

Law requires the court publish proposed raises for certain 
offi cials--including commissioners--before the court can 
approve them.

Neither Tefteller, nor Commissioners  Mike Ashley, Jay 
W. Miller and Dustin Nicholson, would second Dolle’s 
motion.

Dolle’s request for more dollars fails to gain second
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WOPD Police Report

GPD Police Activity

6/11/23 DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233257 1:22 ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20233258 2:39 LAUNDRY KING 603 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

RECKLESS DRIVING 20233259 3:33

MISCELLANEOUS 20233260 5:01 1820 S TYLER TYLER

ANIMAL CONTROL 20233261 9:12 1900 VESTA VESTA DR

EMS 20233262 9:37 312 HAYNES HAYNES

MISCELLANEOUS 20233263 10:43 38 ULIAWOODS ULIAWOODS

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233264 12:31 EANETTE EANETTE

ASSIST 20233265 12:50 LONE STAR TRANSMISSION 2106 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233266 13:11 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20233267 13:40 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20233268 15:36 E 80 80

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233269 16:02 1106 FOREST HILL FOREST HILL ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233270 16:55 519 US 271 US 271

CRIM TRESPASS 20233271 17:22 SKIPPERS PIER 103 N MAIN MAIN ST

STALKING 20233272 17:50 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233273 18:15 593 BRIARWOOD BRIARWOOD DR

ABANDONED 911 20233274 18:34 CANFIELD CANFIELD ST

ALARM HUMAN ERROR 20233275 18:41 510 WOOD WOOD ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233276 19:43 GLADEWATER MIDDLE SCHOOL 414 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

6/12/23 SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20233278 1:46 COACH COOKSEY COACH COOKSEY

MISCELLANEOUS 20233279 2:31 800 BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20233280 4:28 2808 UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

6/11/2 23 6/18/2 23

6/18/2 23

GPD Police Arrest Report

GPD Police Activity

ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1JUVENILE

6/11/23 6/11/23 1:47 BOREN, CODY RYAN W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 701 E BROADWAY AVE

6/11/23 1:46 BOREN, CODY RYAN W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 701 E BROADWAY AVE

6/12/23 6/12/23 19:36 AGUILAR, JOSE LUIS H M NO DRIVERS LICENSE 807 S LOOP 485

6/16/23 6/16/23 4:06 CAMPA SARINANA, EVER SANTIAGO W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION HWY 80

6/16/23 17:00 BAIRD CURTISS, ANGELA RENEE W F WARRANT (OTHER AGENCY) 1520 E SHEPPARD DR

6/17/23 6/17/23 2:17 MOORE, JASON ALLEN W M EVADING ARREST DETENTION W/VEHICLE 200 ELM

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 06/11/2023, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 06/18/2023, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 06/18/2023

EMS 20233281 6:18 1108 VESTA VESTA AVE

EMS 20233282 7:44 208 E ELEANOR ELEANOR ST

EMS 20233283 8:10 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

10-50 MINOR 20233284 8:49 LOOP 485 LOOP 485

FOUND LOST RECOVERED 20233285 10:36 403 MUSTANG MUSTANG

ASSIST 20233287 11:47 GREENWAY VILLAGE 36 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20233288 12:06 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ASSIST 20233289 14:23 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20233290 14:55 1061 FAIRVIEW FAIRVIEW AVE

EMS 20233291 15:00 CARL POOL PRODUCTS 820 E COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

RECKLESS DRIVING 20233292 18:28 N 135 135

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233293 19:12 PENNYS FOOD  FUEL 807 S TYLER TYLER ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233294 19:59 205 HURLEY HURLEY

MISCELLANEOUS 20233295 20:01 515 SPENCER SPENCER ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233296 23:11 LYNN LYNN

6/13/23 10-50 MA OR 20233298 8:54 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

THEFT 20233299 14:28 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233300 15:32 15 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20233301 16:43 2816 BERNICE BERNICE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233302 17:37 2320 W LAKE LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233303 19:00 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 20233304 20:00 4411 W COMMERCE COMMERCE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233305 20:19 N LOOP LOOP

EMS 20233306 21:01 200 W MAPLE MAPLE

6/1 /23 THEFT 20233307 0:27 SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20233308 1:17 4411 E COMMERCE COMMERCE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233309 3:33 1804 OLD LONGVIEW HWY OLD LONGVIEW HWY

ASSIST 20233310 8:21 2806 RAMPY RAMPY

EMS 20233311 10:09 810 E PACIFIC PACIFIC ACE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233312 16:50

10-50 MINOR 20233313 17:23 S RODEO RODEO

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233314 18:45 503 W UITMAN UITMAN

EMS 20233315 18:55 321 EDDY EDDY AVE

EMS 20233316 20:55 313 SHEPPARD LANE SHEPPARD LANE

EMS 20233317 22:33 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

FIRE DEPT 20233318 23:42 73 WELDON HOMES WELDON HOMES

6/1 /23 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20233319 0:48 LAMBERTS LI UOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20233320 1:12 2212 PINECREST PINECREST

CRIM MIS 20233321 8:42 204 EDDY EDDY

EMS 20233322 8:57 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ALARM OTHER 20233323 10:11 IPPS LI UOR STORE 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20233324 10:32 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ASSIST 20233325 10:49 603 N TENERY TENERY ST

ALARM OTHER 20233326 11:26 GAY AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 100 W GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233327 16:14 439 N MAIN MAIN

EMS 20233328 16:43 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233329 17:26 DOLLAR TREE 1107 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233330 17:37 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20233331 17:40 2900 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233332 18:16 522 MELBA MELBA AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233333 20:03 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20233334 20:11 300 W MAPLE MAPLE

ABANDONED 911 20233335 20:24 1600 E VIOLA VIOLA ST

ABANDONED 911 20233337 21:55 1404 HOLBERT HOLBERT ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20233338 22:57 900 S TYLER TYLER

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20233339 23:36 2186 N MAIN MAIN

EMS 20233340 23:40 1700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

6/16/23 MISCELLANEOUS 20233341 0:04 601A TENERY TENERY

FIRE DEPT 20233342 2:08 220 SUGAR BERRY SUGAR BERRY

ALARM OTHER 20233343 2:18 3D PLASTICS UANTIUM PLASTICS 1095 E COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

FIRE DEPT 20233344 3:22 LAMBERTS LI UOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20233345 3:34 HWY 80 HWY 80 RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20233346 5:07 UPSHUR UPSHUR W

FIRE DEPT 20233347 5:10 HWY 80 HWY 80

MISCELLANEOUS 20233348 5:20 600 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP

MISCELLANEOUS 20233349 5:22 GEORGE RICHEY GEORGE RICHEY

MISCELLANEOUS 20233350 5:27 N RODEO RODEO

MISCELLANEOUS 20233351 5:50 GAY GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 20233352 5:52 1520 SHEPPARD SHEPPARD

EMS 20233353 6:15 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ASSIST 20233354 7:10 RESMOR APARTMENTS 700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 20233355 7:14 FAIRIVEW FAIRIVEW

ASSIST 20233356 7:22 ALICE ALICE

ASSIST 20233357 7:37 HWY 80 HWY 80

ASSIST 20233358 7:41 2508 HENDRICKS HENDRICKS

EMS 20233359 8:22 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

ALARM OTHER 20233360 8:28 2250 FM 2685 FM 2685

ASSIST 20233361 8:31 707 N HOLLY HOLLY

ASSIST 20233362 8:50 407 N FERRY FERRY ST

ALARM OTHER 20233363 9:35 LAMBERTS LI UOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

FIRE DEPT 20233364 9:39 FERRY FERRY

EMS 20233365 9:41 342 CARRIAGE CARRIAGE

CRIM TRESPASS 20233367 9:59 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ALARM OTHER 20233368 10:02 1700 N MAIN MAIN ST

10-50 MA OR 20233369 10:25 1804 OLD LONGVIEW HWY OLD LONGVIEW HWY

ASSIST 20233370 11:26 E BRODAWAY BRODAWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233371 12:07 2 WOODLAND SPRINGS WOODLAND SPRINGS RD

ALARM OTHER 20233372 12:10 GLADEWATER CITY HALL 519 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ASSIST 20233373 12:13 512 RODEN RODEN LN

ANIMAL CONTROL 20233374 13:39 220 HULL HULL

ASSIST 20233375 13:55 E CAR 808 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20233377 14:21 512 LIVE OAK LIVE OAK ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233378 14:25 710 CANFIELD CANFIELD RD

For the reporting period of June 12th through the 18th, 2023, offi cers for the White 
Oak Police Department responded to, or initiated, 180 calls for service and assistance. 
Some of the most common calls were; Animal Complaints, Burglar Alarms, Traffi c 
Issues (reckless drivers, collisions, or traffi c direction), Domestic Disturbances, Sus-
picious Activities, and Community Relations (burn permits, welfare checks, vacation 
home security checks, etc.).

Four traffi c collisions were investigated resulting in one injury and no continuing 
criminal investigations.

Two arrests were made by White Oak Police during the reporting period:
Anthony Stephen Pelaia, 30, of Big Sandy for Theft and Criminal Trespass; and
Kasie Lynn Allen, 28, of Gilmer for Public Intoxication.

FIRE DEPT 20233379 15:01 UITMAN UITMAN

FIRE DEPT 20233380 15:09 129 N VILLAGE VILLAGE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233381 15:15 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

10-50 MINOR 20233382 15:23 SUBWAY 106 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

RECKLESS DRIVING 20233383 15:49 E  MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 20233384 16:14 2471 W GEORGE RICHY GEORGE RICHY

ALARM OTHER 20233385 16:36 HOLLY DENTAL 1050 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233386 16:50 1520 E SHEPHARD SHEPHARD DR

EMS 20233387 16:53 6 ULIA WOOD ULIA WOOD ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233388 16:58 1402 GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20233389 17:17 300 MAPLE MAPLE AVE

EMS 20233390 17:21 700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

FIRE DEPT 20233391 17:23 1008 N LYNN LYNN ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233392 18:01 503 UITMAN UITMAN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233393 18:44 409 LIVE OAK LIVE OAK ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233394 19:02 1491 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS RD

EMS 20233395 19:10 1207 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233396 19:41 1604 MUSTANG MUSTANG DR

EMS 20233397 19:45 500 EDDY EDDY ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233398 20:10 806 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

ALARM OTHER 20233399 20:29 SMART MART 227 S MAIN MAIN ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20233401 21:36 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20233402 22:38 701 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20233403 22:49 3 GARDEN GARDEN LN

EMS 20233404 23:05 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233405 23:21 510 WHITE WHITE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233406 23:31 1820 S TYLER TYLER

6/1 /23 FIRE DEPT 20233407 0:18 1611 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

ABANDONED 911 20233408 0:54 410 W PACIFIC PACIFIC

EMS 20233409 1:09 402 PARADISE HILL PARADISE HILL

EMS 20233410 1:20 1210 WHITE FIR WHITE FIR RD

ABANDONED 911 20233411 1:42 1024 KAY KAY DR

RECKLESS DRIVING 20233412 1:54 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233413 2:09 1620 N MAIN MAIN

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20233414 3:10 2804 BERNICE BERNICE

EMS 20233415 4:22 8584 LOCUST LOCUST

EMS 20233416 7:41 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

ALARM OTHER 20233417 9:09

MISCELLANEOUS 20233418 9:10 220 HALL HALL AVE

ALARM MALFUNCTION 20233419 9:49 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233420 10:40 AUSTIN BANK 1625 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233421 11:23 AUSTIN BANK 1625 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233423 12:22 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ASSIST 20233425 13:54 204 MAPLE MAPLE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233426 14:06 600 WOOD WOOD ST

EMS 20233427 14:48 GUADALUPES MEXICAN RESTRUANT 101 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233428 15:21 GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233429 16:00 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233430 16:01 TW LEE BUILDING 800 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ALARM HUMAN ERROR 20233431 16:23 1615 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

ALARM HUMAN ERROR 20233432 16:33 1700 N MAIN MAIN

MISCELLANEOUS 20233433 16:49 408 N MAIN MAIN

MISCELLANEOUS 20233434 17:21 LAMBERTS LI UOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20233435 17:30 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ABANDONED 911 20233436 17:53 2902 HENDRICKS HENDRICKS ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233437 18:16 2809 ELI AH ELI AH ST

FIRE DEPT 20233438 18:53 148 PR 3478 PR 3478

RECKLESS DRIVING 20233439 19:18 AUSTIN BANK 1625 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MARINE SAFETY INSPECTION 20233440 19:35 2610 HENDRICK HENDRICK ST

EMS 20233441 19:58 1102 SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

FIRE DEPT 20233442 20:33 603 N TENERY TENERY ST

FIRE DEPT 20233443 20:38 401 MUSTANG MUSTANG DR

THEFT 20233444 21:15 RX MOTORSPORTS 800 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233445 21:28 116 W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233446 21:42 SUNBELT MANUFACTURING 100 S PINE PINE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233447 22:16 LOOP 485 LOOP 485

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20233448 22:32 3029 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233449 23:04 SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20233450 23:18 WASH TUB LAUNDRY MAT 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

6/18/23 EMS 20233451 0:03 301 W COMMERCE COMMERCE AVE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20233452 0:25 EDDY EDDY

EMS 20233453 0:30 515 W GAY GAY AVE

ASSIST 20233454 1:51 1829 W GAY GAY AVE

SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20233456 2:50 410 PACIFIC PACIFIC W

EMS 20233457 3:43 1207 N EDWARDS EDWARDS ST

FIRE DEPT 20233458 4:16 MCCAULEY AND SON FUNERAL HOME 504 WILLOW WILLOW DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20233459 6:27 504 WILLOW WILLOW

MISCELLANEOUS 20233460 8:23 201 MAPLE MAPLE

ABANDONED 911 20233461 9:11 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20233462 9:42 1054 FAIRVIEW FAIRVIEW

MISCELLANEOUS 20233463 10:26 401 SPENCER SPENCER ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20233464 10:27 271 271

MISCELLANEOUS 20233466 12:26 1604 MUSTANG MUSTANG

EMS 20233469 14:19 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233470 15:03 397 W SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

FIRE DEPT 20233471 15:54 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20233472 16:24 WHITE OAK PD 103 E OLD HWY 80 OLD HWY 80

MISCELLANEOUS 20233473 16:46 1208 N OLIVE OLIVE

Extreme heat often results 
in the highest annual 

number of deaths among all 
weather-related disasters.

BE PREPARED FOR 

EXTREME 
HEAT

IF YOU ARE UNDER AN 
EXTREME HEAT WARNING

Find air conditioning, if possible. Check on family members 
and neighbors.

Avoid strenuous activities. Drink plenty of fluids.

Watch for heat cramps, heat 
exhaustion, and heat stroke.

Never leave people or pets 
in a closed car.

Watch for heat illness.

Wear light clothing.

In most of the U.S., extreme 
heat is a long period (2 to 3 

days) of high heat and 
humidity with temperatures 

above 90 degrees. Greater risk Can happen anywhere Humidity increases the 
feeling of heat as measured 

by a heat index

FEMA V-1004/June 2018
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GET YOUR BUSINESS 
NOTICED HERE!

CALL 903-845-2235   
JUST $15/WEEK FOR 

13 WEEKS

MOBILE SERVICE

MUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
903-360-8392

MANICURES, PEDICURES & ACRYLIC NAILS AND TOES
@polishmeprettybydivadee

Gas test, sewer cleaning, new construction, 
remodels, re-pipe, and C of Os. 24-HOUR SERVICE

GET YOUR BUSINESS 
NOTICED HERE!

CALL 903-845-2235   
JUST $15/WEEK FOR 

13 WEEKS

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater
Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns

See Answers On This Page
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  UH is TX Dennis
      Quaid’s ____
      mater
  5  TX Jordan Spieth
      is on the PGA
      ____
  6  out on the Gulf
  7  mailed a letter
  8  network of old
      soap opera
      “Dallas”
  9  gun rights grp.
12  TXism: “drawing _
      ____ on it”
17  “Texas” is an
      _______ drama in
      Palo Duro Canyon
19  whooping ______
      migrate to Texas
      in November
21  church tower, spire
22  TXism: “gone __
      ____” 
      (deteriorated)
23  1952 “Viva
      ______!” was
      filmed in Texas
28  rod and ____  
29  NPR FM station
      in Commerce  
30  wheeler-dealer
31  TX Charley’s “All
      _  ____ to Offer
      You (Is Me)”  
35  late Texas “Lemon
      Tree” singer,
      Lopez
36  TXism: “nervous
      as _  ____-______
      cat in a room full
      of rocking chairs”
42  TX Roy Orbison
      group: “_________
      Wilburys”
44  apple drink, e.g.
46  old AstroWorld 
      ride: “Batman ___ 
      ______”

  1  tributary of the Frio,
      a tributary of the
      Nueces (2 wds.)
  2  “it’s not whether
      you win or ____ 
      ___ how you play
      the game”
  3  in Cooke County
      on U.S. 82
  4  “I smell _  ___”
  9  TXism for “no”  
10  Coleman was
      founded on one
      (2 wds.)

48  airplane garage
49  state to the NE
50  Midland news/talk
      AM station
51  TXism: “a day late
      ___  _ dollar short”
52  horse morsel
53  Texas flag has a
      lone ____
54  Sam Houston’s 2nd
      wife, Rogers

56  stat for a Ranger or 
      Astro hitter
57  this Desmond
      represented the
      Rangers at the
      2016 All-Star Game
58  dir. from
      Grapeland to
      Nacogdoches

11  late TX Kenny 
      Rogers sang “You
      ___ So Beautiful”
12  “____ your age”
13  TXism: “I’m so
      _____  _  ____
      pay attention”
14  “____ up a little”
      (relax)
15  Gulf shrimp
      catcher (2 wds.)
16  ____ Park, Texas
18  this TX Winters
      was drafted by the 
      49ers in 2023
20  TX actress, 
      Duncan (init.) 
23  hero general in
      Texas, Zachary
      (init.)
24  Garfunkel of film 
      “Catch-22” with
      TX Paula Prentiss 

25  Texas actors want
      to land a ____
26  _  ____ road
      (unpaved)
27  in Shelby County
      on U.S. 59, 84, 96
32  _  _ Bissinger
      wrote “Friday Night
      Lights” about 
      Permian football
33  TXism: “chompin’
      __ the bit” (eager)
34  military health
      agcy.
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35

36  Lou Gehrig’s 
      disease (abbr.)  
37  TXism: “couldn’t ___
      his upper lip” (weak)
38  how Bowie crossed
      Alamo line (3 wds.)
39  actress, TX Darnell  
40  Buchanan of 1941
      film “Texas”
41  drug trafficking 
      agcy.
43  a boot width
45  TX-born Dale 
      Evans cowboy
      hubby, Roy (init.)
47  “were” in Spanish
48  TXism: “___  _ grip
      like a snappin’ 
      turtle”
55  the ____-banded 
      armadillo is state
      mammal of Texas

Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m.-noon

Thomas Cash, Owner

Last Puzzle
 Solution
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Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

(877) 333-7390 x62 • RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com

Beautiful hunting & recreational tracts
in a prime Brady, TX location. High speed internet!

BIG ACREAGE BARGAINS!
25 to 100+ Acres

from $5,495/Acre

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court last Thursday heard 

the director of the Upshur County Literacy Program request 
that the county resume helping fund the agency.

Carolyn Williams detailed the Gilmer-based program’s 
activities, which include adult basic education and helping 
individuals who didn’t graduate from high school obtain a 
GED (high school equivalency diploma.)

The program can also contact school districts for help with 
dyslexic students, she noted. All services are free of charge.

County Judge Todd Tefteller said the court hasn’t provided 
funding to the program since 2014, and Williams said she 
was requesting no specifi c amount, but that $1,500 would 
be good.

The court took no immediate action on her request al-
though Tefteller told Williams, “We all support what you’re 
doing.” Commissioners are in the process of formulating the 
county budget for the coming 2023-24 fi scal year.

The literacy program serves persons who are at least age 
16, and in the last two years, has served more “underage” (be-
low age 25) students than before, Williams said. “The trend 
is. . .more and more of these underage students,” she added.

Pupils include school dropouts, but nine of 17 current 
students seeking a GED are under court order to do so, the 
director added. Truancy is one reason for such an order, 
she noted.

Literacy program seeks funding
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TexSCAN Week of
June 18-24, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos regions in South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

Big Acreage Bargains! 25 to 100+ acres from 
$5,495/acre. Add a newly constructed 2BR/2 BA 
barndo shell for only $60,000 more. Beautiful 
hunting & recreational tracts in a prime Brady, TX 
location. High speed internet! 877-333-7390 x62,  
RanchesAtBuckRidgeTX.com.

AUCTION
Bankruptcy Sale – Bid Deadline July 18. Entitled 
49± AC Multifamily Development Site, potential 
for 595 units with retail, 1001 FM 969, Bastrop, TX. 
Potential for either 426 duplex units or 214 duplex units 
& 380-unit apt complex. Entitlements completed & 
partial infrastructure in place. Hilco Real Estate Sales, 
855-755-2300.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. $0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. Request a FREE Quote. Call 
now before the next power outage: 1-855-704-8579.

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

EVENTS
Bluegrass on Ballad, Wylie, TX, Sat., June 24, 
Historic Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. Free 
event. Car Show 4-9 p.m., Arts & Crafts 10 a.m.-9 
p.m., Music 1-9 p.m. Pre-register for car show at 
DiscoverWylie.com. More info for arts and crafts 
vendors at WylieTexas.gov. 

NARO – National Association of Royalty 
Owners Convention, July 26-29, San Antonio, 
Learn How To Better Manage Your Minerals. Over 
19 sessions: ‘Mineral Law 101’,’How To Read 
Surveys & Plats’, ‘Property Transfers & Estate 
Planning’,’Operators: Friends or Enemies?’ Register  
online: WWW.NARO-US.ORG/EVENT-5151387. 
Call to register: (918) 794-1660.

 WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Sales 855.755.2300

BANKRUPTCY SALE 
BID DEADLINE JULY 18

ENTITLED 49± AC 
MULTIFAMILY 
DEVELOPMENT SITE
POTENTIAL FOR 
595 UNITS WITH RETAIL

•  Potential for either 426 
duplex units or 214 duplex 
units & 380-unit apt complex

•  Entitlements completed & 
partial infrastructure 
in place1001 FM 969, BASTROP, TX

Petition No. 1:23-bk-10140  I  Western District of Texas (Austin)  I  In re: Great West Development, Inc

Remember the rules of the four-way stop. When traffic signals are out, treat 
the intersection as a four-way stop. When all signals are flashing red, treat 
the intersection as a four-way stop. When signals on one one road are 
flashing yellow and the signals on the other are flashing red, yellow may 
proceed with caution while red stops and gives yellow the right of way.

“It took out the whole 
thing. It’s a total loss.”

Kates’ estimate may not 
be far off – the National 
Weather Service on Satur-
day confi rmed top recorded 
winds of 80 mph at East 
Texas Regional Airport. 
Gladewater’s were strong 
enough to uproot a Stop 
sign from its concrete an-
chor.

“It’s a mess, huh?” Rena 
Lincoln said Friday morn-
ing, hands on her hips as she 
took in a partially fallen tree 
hanging over N. Ferry St.

A loose branch bump-
ing against a power line 
caused sparks, smoke and a 
bit of fi re on Ferry. It drew 
a pair of GFD fi refi ghters 
who blocked the road as a 
gaggle of neighborhood kids 
gawked at the scene.

“Man, it was terrible,” 

Shandra Godlock said, 
keeping an eye on the line. 
“I heard the wind roaring. 
The rain was coming down 
hard.”

Clean-up efforts quickly 
evolved into focusing on 
ways to keep cool without 
power for air conditioning. 
The Lee-Bardwell Public 
Library was one of numer-
ous facilities throughout 
East Texas that opened its 
doors as a cooling station 
for locals.

Likewise, in Clarksville 
City, “We are opening our 
fi re station to the community 
during the power outages to 
come by and charge their 
phones, relax in the A/C, and 
take a shower.”

URECC expressed grati-
tude to locals for their sup-
port of linemen and staffers.

“It has always been hum-
bling and inspiring to see 

the number of East Texans 
that open their hearts to help 
others in extreme situations. 
This post storm devastating 
outage has been no excep-
tion.”

Meanwhile, Gladewa-
ter Firefi ghters and Gregg 
County Trustees pitched in 
to help distribute A/C units 
to Truman W. Smith Center, 
just one example of people 
lending a hand in the midst 
of the crisis.

“We are also grateful to 
all our customers for their 
continued patience and sup-
port,” SWEPCO noted in a 
Father’s Day shoutout to its 
workers via social media. 
“We know a power outage 
is never part of your plans. 
Rest assured our crews are 
on the job, working to safely 
clear hazards, rebuild in-
frastructure, and restore 
power.”

Continued from Page 1

We’ll get through this...
East Texas recovers after 

hurricane-like storm

E ast Texas Salt Water Disposal Company, 1209 I ndustrial Blvd., K ilgo-
re, Texas 75662 is applying to the Railroad Commission of Texas for a 
permit to inject fluid into a formation which is productive of oil and gas. 
The applicant proposes to inject fluid into the Woodbine, Wilson-Abney 
Lease, Well Number 2. The proposed injection well is located 4.4 miles 
north of White Oak, in the E ast Texas F ield, in Upshur County. F luid 
will be injected into strata in the subsurface depth interval from 3635 
to 3802 feet.

LE AL A THORIT  Chapter 27 of the Texas Water Code, as amend-
ed, Title 3 of the Texas Natural Resources Code, as amended, and the 
Statewide Rules of the Oil and as Division of the Railroad Commis-
sion of Texas.

Requests for a public hearing from persons who can show they are 
adversely a ected or requests for further information concerning any 
aspect of the application should be submitted in writing, within fifteen 
days of publication, to the Environmental Services Section, Oil and 

as Division, Railroad Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, 
Texas 78711 (Telephone 512/463-6792).

No t i c e  o f  Ap p l i c a t i o n  f o r  Fl u i d  
In j e c t i o n  W e l l  P e r m i t

The City of White Oak, Texas will receive bids for George Richey Road 
TxDOT Utility Relocations. Bids will be received until 10:00 AM on 
Thursday, July 6, 2023, at White Oak City Hall, 906 S. White Oak Road; 
White Oak, TX 75693. The bids will be publicly opened and read aloud 
at 10:00 AM on Thursday, July 6, 2023, at White Oak City Hall, 906 S. 
White Oak Road, White Oak, TX 75693. Bids received after 10:00 AM 
will be returned, unopened.

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifica-
tions, are on file at Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., 320 S Broadway Ave, 
Suite 200, Tyler, TX 75702, and at City of White Oak, 906 S. White Oak 
Road, White Oak, TX 75693.

PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS may be examined without charge at White 
Oak City Hall. Bid forms and plans may be examined or obtained at the 
office of Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., 320 S. Broadway Ave, Suite 200, Ty-
ler, Texas 75702. One copy of each set of documents may be obtained 
from Schaumburg & Polk, Inc., upon payment of $ 80.00. No refunds 
will be made. Plans can also be found online at www.isqft.com or www.
civcastusa.com .

A Bidder’s Bond, Certified or Cashier’s Check in an amount not less 
than (5%) of the total bid shall accompany each bid as a guarantee 
that, if awarded the contract, the bidder will promptly enter into contract 
with the City of White Oak, Texas.

This project will include approximately 7,540 LF of 18” AWWA C-905 
DR 18 PC 235 Water Main, 7 EA 18” Butterfly Valves, 15 Fire Hydrants, 
5,036 LF of 10” ASTM D2241 PR 160 SDR 26 PVC sewer line, 18 man-
holes, and other miscellaneous items of construction.

The project is to be substantially complete within 150 calendar days 
from the notice to proceed and shall be fully complete within 180 cal-
endar days from the notice to proceed. Liquidated damages of $300.00 
per day shall be assessed for any days in which contract time is ex-
ceeded.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within ninety (90) days after the actual 
date of the opening thereof.

The City of White Oak reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

A D V E R T I S E M E N T 
AND 

INVITATION FOR BIDS
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Switch & Save Up to 
$250/Year
On Your Talk, Text and Data Plan!

AWARDED BY J.D. POWER 
14 TIMES IN A ROW

“#1 in Customer Service 
among Value MVNOs.”

14x

NATIONWIDE
COVERAGE

EXACT SAME 
PREMIUM COVERAGE
As the Major Carriers for 

Up to Half the Cost

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation 
on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. 
Half the cost savings based on the cost of Consumer Cellular’s single-line, 5GB data plan with 
unlimited talk and text compared to the lowest cost single line post-paid publicly o� ered by all 
major wireless carriers, August 2022. Savings calculation is based on a comparison of Consumer 
Cellular’s average customer invoice to the average cost of single-line entry-level plans o� ered by 
the major U.S. wireless carriers as of May 2022. For J.D. Power 2023 Wireless Customer Care Value 
Mobile Virtual Network Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

844-651-1213

 PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 WAIT UNTIL
 YOU

 PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos 
exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be 
sent to each shipping address that includes 72717. Standard S&H 
added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Items may 
be substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined with 
other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases acknowledge 
acceptance of Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI or 
call 1.800.228.9872 for a copy. Expires 03/31/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

8 BURGERS FREE

Protein-Packed Pack
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4 Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 jar Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3.1 oz.)
8 FREE PureGroundTM Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
72717VXP   separately $313.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$12999

ORDER NOW! 1.877.299.6956 Ask for 72717VXP

OmahaSteaks.com/Protein3854

Experience a steak that’s hand-carved by master butchers, 
perfectly aged to maximize tenderness, and double-trimmed 

to remove imperfections. This isn’t a steak – this is Omaha Steaks. 

Dozens of Gladewater community members 
parade down Main Street to gather at Bumblebee 
Park June 17 to celebrate the annual Juneteenth 
holiday, June 19, the day in 1866 that Major 
General Gordon Granger ordered slaves be finally 
freed in Texas, two-and-a-half years after President 
Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation. In addition to the annual parade, 
Saturday’s festivities included a free meal for all 
comers and proclamations by local and state 
officials as well as remembrances about the 
meaning of the holiday. Read more at 
GladewaterMirror.com

Photos by James Draper

gested safety improvements at the Red Rock community 
onto Rodeo.

“We need a crosswalk,” she insisted. “That’s a danger-
ous little spot right there, those kids trying to go to the high 
school.”

Helmed by Code Enforcement Officer Maria Tidwell, the 
City of Gladewater effort will begin with an application for 
funding under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law to cover 
the development of a safe streets strategy. There’s $1 billion 
being allocated annually nationwide for five years with four 
more ahead.

“We’re going to ask for $250,000 just for our action plan,” 
Tidwell told the audience June 13. Acting as host for the 
town hall, she noted in-kind contributions (i.e. by tracking 
how much of paid city employees’ time goes into the project) 
will be earmarked for the city’s 20 percent portion of the 
matching grant. “When we do the implementation, more 
than likely we’ll ask for $1 million-plus.

“Last year, they awarded $800 million. They didn’t get to 
the $1 billion because they didn’t have enough applications.”

An integral part of the grant application is to collect input 
from the community, Mayor Scott Owens told the crowd 
early on.

Tidwell’s draft plan already details ideas for the instal-
lation of sidewalks, bike lanes, crosswalks and improved 
signage. Target areas include:

• 0.8 miles of sidewalks from the ball park to Main Street 
and E. Pacific Drive

• 0.7 sidewalk-miles  from E. Pacific to Weldon Elemen-

City stresses streets at packed town hall meeting
tary

• Sidewalks from Gladewater Middle School to S. Main 
Street and Tyler Street (0.6 miles)

• 1.7 miles of sidewalks from Gay Avenue Primary School 
to Gladewater High School

• Connecting Everett Park to Gay and Broadway Avenue 
with 0.8 sidewalk-miles.

• Improving Main Street sidewalks, including new over-
head lighting and the addition of various flashing LED 
beacons

• Adding bike lanes where appropriate, especially down-
town

• Installing LED Stop and warning signs at various in-
tersections

• Integrating more flashing beacons, enhanced signage 
and radar speed signs at school zones

Sidewalks tied to schools top Tidwell’s priority list along 
with improvements to downtown crosswalks. Both hit the 
bullseye of the federal funds’ target, directly improving 
pedestrian safety on public streets.

“I think that’s our main focus, is for our children, our kids, 
to make sure all our schools have good crosswalks,” she 
said. In time, “We would like to link everything together.”

Naturally, comments from the 40-plus attendees ran the 
gamut.

“Does that money include street lights? We really need 
some street lights,” Gail Cockerell suggested.

A number of suggestions would have to be passed on to 
the Texas Department of Transportation, which has authority 
over main routes likes Hwy. 80 and 271.

It was a frustrating reality for Wayne Scott.

“If you have a real issue with the state, file that issue with 
the state, but don’t make people suffer in the meantime,” he 
said. “The city has the power to put pressure on that. Fix the 
pothole and we’ll all sue the state if we have to. The state 
doesn’t care whether you fix that pothole or not. I don’t want 
to hear that story anymore. I’m sick of it.”

Stacy Price suggested investing the federal funds in sen-
sors and signage that would alert drivers about other vehicles 
coming around blind corners.

For Michelle Price, sidewalks are a necessity for the Red 
Rock area.

“I take pride in my community,” she said. “We want side-
walks in our community because it is a community where 
we are family, and we walk the streets. 

“We pick up the trash. We do the potholes. We want 
sidewalks.”

Regarding Phillip Springs Road, several speakers sug-
gested a speed limit change, the addition of speed bumps, 
trimming vegetation for visibility, adding signage and other 
fixers.

“We’ll definitely look and see,” Tidwell replied. “That 
might be something we can just do ourselves.”

The public meeting, at times standing room-only, was a 
full-hour of commentary, too much to reprint here. In the 
end, some suggestions will end up informing the grant ap-
plication process and ensuing Action Plan while others will 
be better placed on ongoing task lists at city hall.

If the city is successful in its application, Tidwell said, the 
key suggestions will determine what happens in years ahead.

First, though, “This money will pay for a consultant – we 
want to tell him what we think.”

Continued from Page 1
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