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Texas Comptroller 
releases biennial 
revenue estimate
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 

released the Biennial Revenue Es-
timate (BRE) Monday, showing the 
state is projected to have a record 
$188.2 billion in revenue available 
for general-purpose spending dur-
ing the 2024-25 biennium, a 26.3 
percent increase from the 2022-23 
biennium.

The increase is a direct result of 
vigorous economic growth since 
the end of COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions, spikes in energy prices 
and, unfortunately, the highest 
rate of general price inflation in 
40 years.

As state lawmakers prepare for 
tomorrow’s start of the Regular 
Session of the 88th Legislature, 
Hegar urged state policymakers to 
spend money wisely and prudently 
to benefit Texans now and in the 
future.

“We cannot, and we will not, 
lose sight of the fact that every 
tax dollar received by the state is 
coming out of Texans’ pockets,” 
Hegar said. “I know very well that 
the Legislature decides how to use 
all the money they have available, 
yet I must advise some caution as 
these decisions are made: Bluntly, 
don’t count on me announcing an-
other big revenue jump two years 
from now. The revenue increases 
that we’ve seen have been, in many 
ways, unprecedented, and we can-
not reasonably expect a repeat. We 
are unlikely to have an opportunity 
like this again. This budgeting ses-
sion is truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
session.”

The $188.2 billion available for 
general-purpose spending includes 
2024-25 collections of $165.9 bil-
lion in General Revenue-Related 
(GR-R) funds. 

These collections are augmented 
by an expected 2022-23 ending 
GR-R balance of $32.7 billion. Of 
the total, $10.2 billion must be re-
served from 2024-25 oil and natu-
ral gas tax collections for transfers 
to the Economic Stabilization Fund 
(ESF), also known as the state’s 
Rainy Day Fund, and the State 
Highway Fund (SHF). These re-
serves would be $4.5 billion higher 
but for the constitutional limit on 
the ESF balance, which will be met 
beginning in 2025. 

By Phillip Williams
An autopsy determined that an Ore City man found dead Nov. 16 died 

of accidental drowning, Upshur County Chief Sheriff’s Deputy David 
Hazel announced Friday.

William Chad Martin, 38, was reported Nov. 7 as missing since Nov. 5, 
Hazel said Monday. Martin’s body was found in a pasture creek bed in Latch 
community near North Live Oak Road, the chief deputy said in November.

The autopsy at Forensic Medical Management Services outside Tyler 
showed Martin sustained injuries consistent with a fall and were contribut-
ing factors to his death, Hazel said in a press release Friday.

Owners of the property where the body was found discovered it about 
one-half mile from where Martin was last reported seen in the early hours 
of Nov. 5, Hazel said in November. He said the owners had cooperated 
with Martin’s relatives and law enforcement officers over the past week 
in trying to find him.

In an earlier press release, issued just before the body was found, Hazel 

said Martin’s girlfriend “last saw him as they ran into some woods near 
Live Oak Road in southwest Upshur County, in the early morning hours 
of November 5 during the nighttime.”

The girlfriend said she and Martin “believed they had been detected steal-
ing tires from a nearby location, and fled in Martin’s truck.” When it ran out 
of gas, the couple fled into nearby woods, and were separated, Hazel said. 

“She later emerged from the woods, but Martin did not, and has not been 
seen since,” Hazel had written. 

“The wooded area is over 500 acres large, surrounded by paved roads 
on all four sides,” but “these woods are very difficult to traverse, with 
significant dropoffs, ravines, hills and light foliage.”  Sheriff’s deputies 
searched the area several times, as did Martin’s relatives. The sheriff’s of-
fice received help Nov. 12 from the Big Sandy-based Emergency Response 
Team SDCC, which provided horseback, ATV and foot search of the area.

“The 500 acres is divided among multiple landowners,” several of whom 
“have offered to search their property further,” Hazel had noted.

Autopsy reveals Upshur man drowned in creek bed

The Lee-Bardwell Public Li-
brary’s master calendar is done!  

According to Brandy Winn, 
library director, “If you have not 
been to our ‘new’ website, you’ll 
want to check it out because we 
have a Google Calendar where we 
will be posting events. “ 

This month will be a little short 
because we are still hammering 
out details for Library-led events 
for the rest of the year, but there 
are four things that I want to make 
sure that I got out there before the 
week was out.  

First, on Saturday, January 21st, 
to coordinate with the Gladewater 
Museum’s 150th Anniversary 
kick-off event, the Library will be 
showing “Night at the Museum,” 
starting at 10:10 a.m. and “Night at 
the Museum: Battle of the Smith-
sonian,” starting at 12:30 p.m. in 
the large meeting room.  

We will have popcorn and drinks 
for both movies and will provide 
hot dogs and chips for lunch for the 
kiddos.  The movies are both rated 
PG, so they may not be appropriate 
for small children.  The Gladewa-
ter Museum’s event is scheduled 
for that night from 6-8 PM.  

You can find more details at 
https://www.gladewater150.com/.

Second, our volunteer applica-
tions will become available to fill 
out on January 24th.  We will have 
information on volunteering at that 
time and provide all those who 
want to volunteer the opportunity 
to fill out an application.  This ap-
plication is a city-wide application, 
so you are welcome to fill out the 
application for other city depart-
ments, not just the Library!  There 
is a great need for volunteers in all 
departments.

Third, storytime comes back to 
our community every Thursday 
at 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. starting in 
February!  

We will have reading selections 
for younger children (ages 0-7) at 
10, and older children (ages 8-12) 
at 4.  Of course any age is welcome 
to attend each of the readings! 

Last, the library wishes to host 
several after-hours clubs and meet-
ings.  To start that, the Library’s 
“official” book club will begin at 
the end of February on a date to be 
determined soon.  

I have already chosen the first 
book, “Caste: The Origins of Our 
Discontents” by Isabel Wilkerson.  
This book is not available at the 
Library yet, but we should be get-
ting a copy in soon.  I also have 
a personal copy of it that will be 
donated to the Library next week 
so that it can be checked out by 
anyone who wants to attend the 
book club meeting (I need to read it 
myself first!).  We will have snacks 
during our discussion.

Brandy Winn

The weather was perfect for hanging the 
various banners around historic Downtown 
Gladewater last week to help kick off the year-
long sesquicentennial celebration. And a big 
thank you to Mark Robinson for having 
SWEPCO hang the large banners at the four 
entrances into town. The downtown lamp post 
banners will also greet visitors. The kickoff 
event will be held on Saturday, January 21 
from 6-8 p.m. at the Gladewater Museum where 
local history will come to life. Hope to see you  
there as the 150th Celebration of Gladewater 
begins!

Photos by Jim Bardwell

Thank you to local BSA Gladewater Troop and life scout Liam Reagh along with the help of 
his brothers and father Tom Reagh for doing such a great job on the Gladewater basketball 
courts at the lake.

Each year on the third Monday 
of January, America honors the 
birth, life, and dream of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

As this is a Federal holiday, not 
only will schools and libraries be 
closed, most federal and state of-
fices will be closed and there will 
be no mail deliveries on Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Day.

In 2019, a survey by Bloomberg 
Law showed that 45% of employ-
ers give all or most employees a 
paid day off for King Day. That 
percentage has doubled since 1990, 
according to the survey.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day is 
the only national holiday designat-
ed as a National Day of Service to 
encourage all Americans to volun-
teer to improve their communities, 
according to the corporation for 
National & Community Service.

It is a time to remember the 
injustices that Dr. King fought. 
A time to remember his fight for 
the freedom, equality, and dignity 
of all races and peoples through 
nonviolence.

A formal Gladewater Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting was held last week at the 
Gladewater Primary School for its new PreK modular building, which will house the full day 
Pre-K classes. School board members and officials, along with GPS teachers and 
community leaders attended the event.    Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Gladewater 
begins year-long 
Sesquicentennial 

Celebration
In celebration of its 150th an-

niversary, the City of Gladewater 
will kick off its sesquicentennial 
celebration in January of 2023 with 
a series of monthly events that will 
run through December 2023. 

The celebration will commence 
with Night at the Museum on Sat-
urday, January 21st, from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m., at The Gladewater Museum, 
located at 116 W. Pacifi c Ave. This 
event will feature unique displays, 
including Caddo artifacts, railroad 
memorabilia, and the TEXANA 
Book Collection, and special guest 
speakers who will discuss the rich 
history of Gladewater and Northeast 
Texas.

“We wanted to do something 
special to honor Gladewater’s 
150th anniversary,” said Kevin 
Clark, President of the Gladewater 
150th Committee. “We want the 
entire community to get involved 
in this year-long celebration and 
have included events for everyone 
in the family.”

Each month will feature a spe-
cial event, including community 
favorites such as the Gladewater 
Round-Up Rodeo, Gusher Days, 
Holiday in Gusherville, Arts ‘n 
Crafts festival, Christmas parade, 
and Independence Day fi reworks.

In addition to these annual fa-
vorites, the city will host other fun, 
family-friendly events throughout 
the year, including Black History 
Month, Youth Rally/Youth Chal-
lenge, Celebration of the Arts, 
fl y-in with EEA event, Juneteenth, 
Gladewater Homecoming, and 
other activities focused on educa-
tion, history, and culture.

In the summer of 1873, the Texas 
Pacific Railroad began the push 
westward from Longview. 

To meet the water needs of the 
trains, a stop was planned in the 
vicinity of the Sabine River and 
the Point Pleasant Community. The 
new community, which was named 
Gladewater, was created from lands 
purchased from Jarred Dean and 
Anderson White (North and South 
respectively), with city parcels di-
vided among the three for sale. 2023 
marks Gladewater’s 150th year and 
our 150th year in a partnership with 
Texas Pacifi c – now Union Pacifi c 
Railroad.

To learn more about the sesqui-
centennial celebration and to get 
involved, visit Gladewater150.com.

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury on Dec. 15 returned nine indictments, 

six of them sealed, and no-billed one case, said District Attorney Billy 
Byrd.

Defendants, charges and bond information in the open indictments 
returned in Gilmer were as follows, Byrd’s offi ce said:

David Christopher Gamble, 36, of Longview, unlawful possession of 
fi rearm by felon on March 27. He posted $10,000 bond.

Richard Kaleb Womack, 36, of Crandall, possession of controlled 
substance with intent to deliver (methamphetamine) on Nov. 4, 2021. 
He posted $30,000 bond.

John Luke Tawater-Rushing, a Princeton, La., resident who turned 34 
Dec. 23, possession of controlled substance (methamphetamine) on Sept. 
29, 2021. He posted $10,000 bond.

Name of anyone named in the sealed indictments wasn’t released since 
no arrest had been made in those cases, Byrd said.

They included four for possession of controlled substance (meth-
amphetamine) and one each for cruelty to non-livestock animals and 
unlawful possession of fi rearm by felon, his offi ce said.

Indictments handed down by 
Upshur County grand jury

The Lee-Bardwell Public Li-
brary wants your help!  

Please take 2 minutes (or longer) 
to complete a short answer survey 
for the library staff, because they 
want to make sure that they  are do-
ing everything they can to engage  
patrons and make the community a 
better place.  What better way than 
adding programs! 

The staff is sure that there are 
several things that you think they  
should incorporate and everyone 
has such great ideas.  

They want you to think of the 
Lee-Bardwell Public Library as 
YOURS!

The survey can be accessed by 
typing this link: https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/XNTSJJ9
in your web browser or you can 
fi nd it at the Gladewater Mirror
Facebook Page.

Gladewater City Judge and Gregg County Pct 2 Justice of Peace Tim Bryan was one of 
several Gregg County officials who took the oath of office when 2023 rolled around.  Also 
sworn included: Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt; Judge Angie Jones Konczak County Court 
@ Law #1; Judge Tim Womack Family Court Judge; County Court @ Law #2 Judge Vincent 
Karen Dulweber; Gregg County District Attorney John Moore; Gregg County Clerk Michelle 
Gilley;  Gregg County Tax Assessor Michelle Crockett Terry; Gregg County Justice Of The 
Peace Precinct 3 Judge Bruce Dalme; Judge Scott Stevens - Chief Justice 6th Court of 
Appeals; 188th District Judge Scott Novy; Judge Charles Van Cleef - Justice 6th Court of 
Appeals; Gregg County Justice of the Peace Precinct 1 Judge BH Jameson; Gregg County 
Commissioner Precinct 2 Ray Bostick; Gregg County District Clerk Trey Hattaway; Gregg 
County Constable Precinct 2 Roger Askew; Gregg County Justice of the Peace Precinct 4 
Judge Robby Cox; Gregg County Constable Precinct 4 Daryl Gregg; Gregg County 
Commissioner Precinct 4 Danny Craig Sr.; Judge Jeff Rambin - Justice 6th Court of Appeals; 
and Judge Brian Hoyle - Justice 12th Court of Appeals.
In Upshur County, 10 current Upshur County elected officials were sworn into office for new 
four-year terms Monday at the county courthouse in Gilmer. All were re-elected in 2022 except 
District Clerk Nicole Hernandez, who was appointed to her job Sept. 1 by a state district judge 
who suspended her predecessor, Karen Bunn, from office for the duration of Bunn’s term. 
Sworn in at Monday’s ceremony, were County Judge Todd Tefteller, Precinct 4 County 
Commissioner Jay W. Miller, Precinct 2 County Commissioner Dustin Nicholson, County 
Clerk Terri Ross, County Treasurer Brandy Vick, Pct. 1 Justice of the Peace Wyone Manes, 
Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter, Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda Welch and 
Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace Anthony Betterton. District Attorney Billy Byrd took the oath 
of office from 115th District Judge Dean Fowler on New Year’s Day.

422 Predictions for 2023
Read 422 predictions for 2023, a year that will 

see the world transform in big and small ways; this 
includes disruptions throughout our culture, technol-
ogy, science, health and business sectors. It’s your 
future, discover what you’re in for.

Quantumrun Foresight, a futurist consulting fi rm 
that uses strategic foresight to help companies thrive 
from future trends, prepared this list.

• Countries agree on an international treaty man-
dating the largest companies, including big tech, to 
pay more corporate tax abroad and a smaller share 
in their home countries.  

• 65% of the global population will have its per-
sonal data protected by privacy regulations.  

• Members of the United Nations-backed Race to 
Zero campaign is required to restrict the develop-
ment, fi nancing, and facilitation of new fossil fuel 
assets, including banning future coal projects.  

• The European Union implements the European 
Sustainability Reporting Standards (ESRSs) for 
large public-interest companies with more than 
500 employees.  

• The European Space Agency launches the 
Hera Mission, a binary asteroid system designed 
to detect threatening asteroids weeks before they 
get near Earth.  

• The OSIRIS-REx mission, which launched in 
2016 to visit the asteroid Bennu, returns a 2.1 ounce 
sample of the rocky body back to Earth.  

• The combined market for PCs and tablets 
declines 2.6 percent before returning to growth in 
2024.  

• NASA and Axiom Space launch the second pri-

vate astronaut mission to the International Space Station 
aboard SpaceX rockets.  

• The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency launches 
the world’s fi rst wooden satellite.  

• The COVID-19 pandemic ends.  
• General Motors sells 20 all-electric car models, 

combining battery-electric and fuel-cell-electric vehicles.  
• Global gas markets remain tight as Russian pipeline 

gas exports decrease, keeping energy prices high, in 
spite of gas demand falling in Europe due to aggressive 
energy-saving measures.  

• Global polysilicon capacities nearly double by end 
of this year to 536 GW compared to 295 GW in 2022.  

• UN fi nally delivers climate plan to reduce emissions 
caused by global shipping industry.  

• The fi rst government to replace its census with big-
data technologies  

• 10% of reading glasses will be connected to the 
internet.  

• 80% of people on earth will have a digital presence 
online.  

• 90% of the global population will have a supercom-
puter in their pocket.  

• Acoustic earthquake shield developed to protect cities 
from earthquakes begin seeing initial use  

• Modifying genes to renew all body issues to youthful 
versions becomes possible  

• Cost of solar panels, per watt, equals 1 US dollars  
• World population forecasted to reach 7,991,396,000  
• World sales of electric vehicles reaches 8,546,667  
• Predicted global mobile web traffi c equals 66 exa-

bytes  
• Global Internet traffi c grows to 302 exabytes 

By Phillip Williams
At its last meeting of 2022, 

Upshur County Commissioners 
Court on Friday appointed mem-
bers to the respective boards of the 
county’s two emergency services 
districts.

The court met in closed ses-
sion about an hour before naming 
the board of ESD No. 1 in open 
session. Earlier in the meeting at 
Gilmer, the court named the ESD 
No. 2 board without discussing that 
behind closed doors.

The court appointed all five 
members of each board. 

County Judge Todd Tefteller 
suggested the court meet in closed 
session on appointing the No. 1 
district overseers because “we’ve 
got way more contenders (who 
volunteered to serve) than we’ve 
got slots.” He read a list of about a 
dozen names.

Appointed to the No. 1 board 
were four incumbents and a new-
comer, Kenny Southwell. 

Named to 2-year terms were 
Southwell, Mike Kuza, and Bobby 
Jenkins. Re-appointed for 1-year 
terms were Cloddie Henson and 
Scott Mischnick.

All fi ve current members of the 
No. 2 board were re-appointed. 
They and the lengths of their terms 
include Gaston (Bubba) DeBerry, 
Kenny Hankins, and Tony Whita-
ker, two years; and Trevor Lar-
rington and Gregg Price, one year.

Tefteller expressed regret that 
Marc Nichols, who is the county’s 
emergency management coordina-
tor, resigned from the No. 1 board. 
The judge, who once served on the 
Gilmer school board with Nich-
ols’ replacement, Southwell, also 
praised him, though, and suggested 
the ESD board name Southwell as 
its chairman due to his background 
in fi refi ghting.

Before either board was ap-
pointed, DeBerry, who will remain 
chairman of his board, told the 
court “there has been a lot of talk” 
that the two ESD boards’ member-
ship was “really fi remen-heavy.”

He suggested appointing some-
one other than fi refi ghters because 
the boards’ job is “really business 
at the end of the day.” The boards 
allocate funds to the county’s rural 
fi re departments.

Tefteller said “it’s an ongoing de-
bate” whether to load a board with 
either fi ve fi re chiefs, or persons 
who know nothing about fi res, or 
a “blend” of the two such groups.

.

Upshur Co. 
appoints 

ESD board 
members
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City council 
votes to fix 

city hall, 
ESC roofs

By Jim Bardwell
It was an expensive night for 

the Gladewater City Council on 
Thursday as they voted to spend 
almost $250,000 for new account-
ing software and a wood chipper 
and also chose to repair the roofs at 
city hall and the police/fi re depart-
ment emergency services building.

Fortunately the city was the re-
cipient of funds from the American 
Rescue Plan Act (commonly known 
as “ARPA” or “ARP”) which was 
signed into law on March 11, 2021, 
to provide additional fi nancial re-
lief in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. So local taxpayers won’t 
have to foot the bill for these costly 
items. Gladewater had $1,572,763 
in ARPA funds to work with, city  
offi cials said.

In other less expensive business, 
the council:
● Approved an ordinance to 

order the city offi cer election to 
be held on Saturday, May 6, 2023, 
and approved a joint election 
agreement between Kilgore Junior 
College District and the City of 
Gladewater; and Joint Election 
Agreement between Gladewater 
Independent School District and 
the City of Gladewater.
● Approved a request, follow-

ing a public hearing, regarding a 
Specific Use Permit request for 
Wine and Malt Beverage Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise Permit at 
1005 W. Upshur Avenue, home of 
Stockyard Steakhouse.
● Approved an ordinance pro-

viding for collection services fee 
on delinquent utility accounts. 
Previously the city had been ab-
sorbing the fees.

Texas Rangers 
probing man’s
hanging death

The Gladewater Beautification Board chose McDonald’s 
restaurant for the “business of the quarter-beautification 
award.” The award was presented to Chuck and Julie 
O’Reilly and Tara O’Reilly Gilbson and company 
representative Cruz Al’ Mayahi, head of community 
engagement for the East Texas Region on January 19.

A Louisiana man, who had been 
arrested for alleged public intoxica-
tion earlier in the day, was found 
hanged in his Gladewater Police 
Department jail cell Friday, Jan. 
20, evening.

The Texas Rangers are conduct-
ing the investigation, which is 
standard procedure. The victim 
has been identifi ed as Sean Deni-
son, 29.

Gladewater Police Chief Gordon 
Freeman told the Mirror an autopsy 
was ordered. He said Denison was 
arrested at 1:59 p.m. after police 
were called to investigate a suspi-
cious subject. Paramedics were 
called to the jail at 6:45 p.m., a few 
hours after the man had been ar-
rested and was found unresponsive.

Freeman said Monday Texas  
Ranger Josh Jenkins was conduct-
ing the investigation. 

Freeman said offi cers reported 
Denison showed no signs of sui-
cidal tendencies. 

The hanging is the fi rst such in-
cident in the Gladewater jail since 
2019 when a Gladewater woman 
being held on multiple charges 
from the Gladewater Municipal 
Court and a separate indictment on 
a charge of forgery of a fi nancial 
instrument.

Volunteers served a special 150th 
Birthday cake to visitors at Saturday’s 
‘Night at the Museum,” which kicked off 
the city’s yearlong celebration.

Gladewater City Council members read a 
proclamation acknowledging Gladewater’s  
150th birthday the overflowing crowd of 
museum patrons who turned out for the 
special event.

Photos by Jim Bardwell

Each January, we honor the community volunteers in Gladewater, White Oak and Union Grove who 
serve on their local school boards. The 2023 School Board Recognition theme is - Forward, Together. 

As Texas public schools continue to deal with the challenges of the past few years, school boards will 
lead the way. However, schools and communities succeed when everyone works together for a brighter 
future — parents, teachers, students, and school leadership.

Texas Gov. Abbott proclaimed January School Board Recognition Month and said “To catch a glimpse 
of the Texas of tomorrow, we need only look into the classrooms of today.” The proclamation also ac-
knowledged the importance of locally-elected boards. “...Individual schools and districts are answerable 
to the people through elected school boards. These boards set a vision for their district based on students’ 
needs and community values.”

Hughes chairman of 
powerful Committee 

on State Affairs
 AUSTIN– On Monday, Sena-

tor Bryan Hughes (R-Tyler) was 
appointed Chairman of both the 
Committee on State Affairs and 
the Committee on Jurisprudence.  
Along with these chairmanships, 
Senator Hughes will serve on the 
Committees on Finance, Health 
and Human Services, Natural 
Resources and Economic Develop-
ment, and Nominations. 

“I am grateful to Lt. Governor 
Patrick for reappointing me as 
Chair of the Senate Committee 
on State Affairs and for giving me 
the additional honor of serving as 
Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Jurisprudence.  I will use these 
positions of leadership to support 
the limited government and free 
market policies that have made 
Texas a beacon of hope in our na-
tion and the world.

“It is an honor to serve on the 
Senate Committee on Finance with 
Chairwoman Joan Huffman as our 
state seeks to steward a $33 billion 
surplus.  Texans can rest assured 
that under her leadership, we will 
produce a balanced, conservative 
budget. I also am honored to serve 
as a member of the Committees 
on Health and Human Services, 
Natural Resources and Economic 
Development, and Nominations.  
Each of these committees plays a 
vital role in our state.”

Union Grove School Board members: Michael Potter - assistant secretary, Brian Cox, 
Tim Bower, Tim Turner - secretary, Jody Day - president, Kary Barbee, Justin Smith - 
vice president

White Oak School Board members: (front row) Donna Stagner, Secretary; Dr. David 
Ummel, President; Jessica Hughes; (back row) Lance Noll, Vice–President; David Carr; 
and David Trest.

Gladewater School Board members: (front row) Danielle Budro, Ross Morgan-President, 
Dr. Sedric Clark-Superintendent, David Floyd; (back row) Garth Cockerell-Secretary, Jeff 
Cook-Vice President, Chris Thompson, Rickie Blackmon.

Gov. Abbott, UT 
System break 

ground on UT Tyler 
Medical Ed. building

 TYLER –Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott joined UT System leaders 
Monday to break ground on UT Ty-
ler’s new Medical Education Build-
ing, which will house the university’s 
new School of Medicine and the 
7th medical school within the UT 
System. Gov. Abbott, UT System 
Chairman Kevin Eltife, UT System 
Chancellor James Milliken and UT 
Tyler President Kirk Calhoun joined 
hundreds of community members 
to mark the start of the $308 million 
project, expected to be completed in 
March 2025.

 “As East Texas continues to grow, 
so does its need for more highly 
skilled and well-trained healthcare 
professionals,” said Governor Ab-

Continued on Page 8
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Local sales tax revenue 
remains strong 

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last 
week he will send cities, counties, transit systems 
and special purpose districts $1.07 billion in lo-
cal sales tax allocations for January, 7.6 percent 
more than in January 2022. These allocations are 
based on sales made in November by businesses 
that report tax monthly.

And Gladewater and White Oak are experienc-
ing this growth.  Gladewater is riding a 16-month 
increase over  last year - 4.77-percent - and White 
Oak is seeing a jump of 25.35-percent over the 
same reporting period a year ago.

Only Clarksville City posted a decline in local 
sales tax revenue among Gregg County cities.

If you are at the Gladewater Lake Park or Bumblee Park, you 
will notice two new additions.  Jaxxon Cook’s Eagle Scout 
Project includes installing Little Free Libraries at the three 
parks (Everett Park will be added next week). This started 
with a proposal made at the City Council meeting last 
spring, and with the help of family, friends and other pack 
members it recently became a reality.  
Need a book? 
Take a book. 
Have a book? 
Leave a book. 

Rick Chatman, a fan favorite 
at the Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo, has been named as a  
Class of 2023 Inductee in the 
The Bull Riding Hall of Fame. 
Rick Chatman worked the 
National Finals Rodeo 3 times 
in 1980, ‘81 and ‘84.
In 1984, Rick became the only 
Bull Fighter to ever work the 
NFR, win a Bull Fighting 
World Championship and be 
named PRCA “Clown of the 
Year” all in the same year. 
Congratulations to the 
Legacy, Family and Friends 
of the late, great Rick 
Chatman, who passed away 
in 2014.Dudley Barker photo

Chatman honoredErnestine Wilson Sawyer 
100th Birthday January 18th

Mary Ernestine Wilson will be celebrating 
a major milestone - her 100th birthday - this 
Saturday (Jan. 19) at the Blue Byrd Room in 
downtown Gladewater between 12:30-2 p.m..

Ernestine was born January 18, 1923 in Oil 
City Louisiana to Jeff and Eloise Wilson.  Her 
father was the Superintendent of Texaco and 
moved the family to Greggton at the time of the 
great East Texas Oil Boom.  It was a few years 
before the family could move to Gladewater 
due to housing shortages.  

Ernestine would begin her Freshman Year 
at Gladewater High School, where she would 
dance through the hallways of the grand old 

High School on Melba Ave.  In 1940 she graduated.  Ernestine would 
consider going to Kilgore College and trying out for the newly formed 

City council holding public hearing
The Gladewater City Council will meet Thursday at 6 

p.m. at City Hall. If you are unable to attend, you may 
watch the council meeting in the Gladewater Mirror-
sponsored live streaming on the Mirror Facebook Page.

The agenda calls for the following action items:
● Approve of the - minutes from the December 15, 2022 

meeting; investment report for quarter ending December 
31, 2022; Ordinance 0-23-01 to order city offi cer elec-
tion to be held on Saturday, May 6, 2023; Joint Election 
Agreement between Kilgore Junior College District and 
the City of Gladewater; and Joint Election Agreement 
between Gladewater Independent School District and the 
City of Gladewater.
● A public hearing is planned regarding a Specifi c 

Use Permit request for Wine and Malt Beverage Retail 

Dealer’s On-Premise Permit (BG) at 1005 W. 
Upshur Avenue.
● Consider an ordinance providing for collec-

tion services fee on delinquent utility accounts.
● Discussion and consideration of a Charter 

Review Committee members selection.
● Consider a new accounting software. 
● Discussion and consideration regarding ARPA 

funds. 
● Discussion and consideration regarding Lake 

Store/House DISCUSSION regarding TWDB 
funds. 
● Ratify a contract amendment between Glade-

water Economic Development Corporation and 
JNL Machine.

The Gladewater Museum is ready for the 150th Celebration to begin! Thank you Matt and 
Karla Byrd for this photo op that will greet all the visitors to our 150th Birthday Celebration.
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Groundhog predictions notwith-
standing, an early Spring is in the 
works for Gladewater’s economy.

A new initiative from Glade-
water Economic Development 
Corporation aims to cultivate 
commerce from the ground up, 
investing public seed money in 
projects that will reap a broad ben-
efit for the community, businesses 
and residents alike. The newly-
unveiled Grow Gladewater Grant 
Program is carefully targeted to 
enhance the local economy by 
providing incentives for entre-
preneurs who make long-term 
improvements to their businesses 
and properties and, consequently, 
to the city’s appearance and its 
reputation as a tourist-friendly 
destination.

“I’m very excited,” says GED-
CO Executive Director Michelle 
Palmer. “I am enthusiastic about 
the economic stimulation this can 
promote. I’m also excited about 
the restoration this can encourage 
with re-development.”

Officially launched in January, 
there are three primary com-
ponents of the project: façade 
improvements, building improve-
ments and property redevelop-
ment/remediation. Between that 
trio, the organizers anticipate 
positive change for everything 
from robust businesses to historic 
properties and blighted structures 
– all of which have an impact on 
the community’s vitality.

See details on Page 8

New Grow 
Gladewater 

Grant Program  
being offered

By Phillip Williams
A judge in Gilmer sentenced 

Matthew Joseph Savary to life 
imprisonment last week after the 
defendant pleaded guilty to ag-
gravated sexual assault of a minor 
male child, said Upshur County 
District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Savary, 37, of Gilmer, was sen-
tenced Jan. 31 by 115th District 
Judge Dean Fowler, Byrd an-
nounced in a news release.

Under his plea bargain with the 
prosecution, Savary must register 
as a sex offender for his entire 
lifetime if he is ever paroled, the 
prosecutor said. In exchange for 
the plea to one charge, “the state 
dismissed other counts involving 
the same child,” Byrd added.

Savary must serve at least 30 
years before becoming eligible for 
parole “and that does not guarantee 
he will make parole at that time,” 
the district attorney said. “This plea 
means he has no right of appeal, 
and that the child will not have 
to testify.

“The offense date ranges from 
November 2021 until the spring 
of 2022,” and the county’s grand 
jury indicted Savary last June 30, 
the prosecutor added. The defen-
dant has been confined to Upshur 
County Jail in Gilmer, however, 
since an arrest warrant was served 
on him April 19, 2022, Byrd noted.

Gilmer police investigated the 
case. Byrd represented the state 
at sentencing, while Longview at-
torney David R. Hagan represented 
Savary.

Man gets life 
in prison for 
sexual asault 

of a minor

White Oak High Shool signers Kirkland Cobb, Noah Carter, Landyn Grant, and  Holden Hodges will be 
taking their athletic endeavors to the Collegiate level of competition next year as they signed letters of 
intent on National Signing Day last week. Cobb signed with Graceland University to pole vault for the 
Yellow Jackets track team. Carter will play football for  East Texas Baptist College next fall. Grant 
signed with Hendrix College to play football. Hodges will take his athletic talents to Louisana Tech to 
play football and power lift for the Bulldogs.             Photo by Mike Peery

Gladewater High School wide receiver Kollin Lewis signed a letter of intent with University of North 
Texas at a ceremony held Thursday in the high school gym. He was joined at the ceremony by his 
family, friends, coaches and teammates.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Weekend
plane crash

investigation
underway

Federal Aviation Administration 
officials are investigating a private, 
single-engine plane crash that oc-
curred near Gladewater Municipal 
Airport over the weekend, according 
to Texas DPS. 

Officials said that the crash hap-
pened near Carter Road and High-
way 271, south of the airport in a 
swampy area and heavy timber. The 
crash was called into local authori-
ties at 1:23 p.m. Sunday.

All four people in the plane were  
taken to a nearby hospital for treat-
ment of minor injuries.

Officials said the  Beechcraft 
F35 Bonanza aircraft, registered to 
Danny Downing, came to rest in a 
pond 0.5 mile short of the runway 
and the passengers were able to exit 
the plane and were on the wings of 
the plane when emergency crews 
arrived at the location.

A nearby resident said he heard 
the aircraft’s engine sputter and then 
lose power as it passed overhead of 
his home and called police when he 
heard the plane crash in the woods.

At presstime, it is not known what 
caused the crash.

By Phillip Williams 
Upshur County Judge Todd 

Tefteller announced at a meeting of 
commissioners court last week that 
some courthouse offices may be 
temporarily moved to two different 
locations instead of the originally 
planned one while the building 
undergoes renovation.

Some employees may go to a 
building owned by Upshur Rural 
Electric Cooperative, while oth-
ers will be housed as originally 
planned in the former Gilmer ISD 
Administration Building, Tefteller 
said at the Jan. 31 meeting.

Marion County Judge Leward 
LaFleur, who was named by the 
court to oversee the project after 
his own courthouse in Jefferson 
underwent such a historic renova-
tion, said a seemingly “seamless” 
move of all the offices to the school 
building has proven to be “far more 
complicated” instead. 

He said removing asbestos from 
the Gilmer ISD facility had caused 
damage to walls, removal of ra-
diators, and other problems that 
couldn’t have been foreseen. Thus, 
the court will “probably have to re-
evaluate” the temporary relocating 
of offices, LaFleur said.

Though improving the school 
facility is probably the first option, 
the Marion judge added, he was 
eying “another possible location” 
offered by Upshur Rural.

Tefteller said the cooperative 
was “talking about offering us” 
two-thirds of a former locker plant 
facility on Texas 154 in Gilmer, 
near the intersection of Bradford 
Street. The building has been used 
for firms ranging from a cafe to a 
game room in the many years since 
the locker plant ceased business.

The court is leasing the former 
school administration building for 
$1 annually for three years from 
Gilmer ISD. Tefteller said Upshur 
Rural was offering a lease for free, 
but LaFleur pointed out the coop-
erative was interested in knowing 
whether the county would help 
fund the cost of finishing renova-
tion of its facility.

Tefteller said the court is await-
ing more information from engi-
neers before deciding what to do on 
the relocation.  “I’m not for sending 
everybody home, working from the 
Internet,” he added.

Upshur office 
relocation now 
‘complicated’

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners 

Court last week passed a resolution 
supporting proposed state legisla-
tion intended to benefit the Truman 
W. Smith Children’s Care Center in 
Gladewater.

The court’s Jan. 31 meeting 
agenda described the resolution as 
favoring “the passing of a pediatric 
long-term care access assurance 
program for the benefit of the chil-
dren and for the positive economic 
impact” which the center “provides 
for our local community.”

Precinct 2 Commissioner Dustin 

Nicholson quoted the state gov-
ernment as saying the legislation 
would let the state pay the county 
to do the center’s bookkeeping. 
County Judge Todd Tefteller said 
about half or more of the facility’s 
approximately 190 employees live 
in Upshur County.

Tefteller said the office of State 
Rep. Jay Dean (R-Longview) re-
quested the resolution. The center 
is located in the Upshur County 
section of Gladewater, and Dean 
represented that county in the leg-
islature until redistricting moved 
Upshur into District 5 State Rep. 

Cole Hefner’s district.
Dean, however, still represents 

the Gregg County portion of Glade-
water.

The facility, located on U.S. 80, 
describes itself on its website as a 
“pediatric long-term care commu-
nity uniquely suited for babies and 
kids who are medically fragile.” 
Tefteller said it houses disabled 
youngsters and has 120 patients.

In other business at its Gilmer 
meeting last week, the court ac-
cepted, for recording, the internal 
audit report for the county jail’s 

Commissioners support Truman Smith Children’s Care Center

FFA officials are investigating a private, single-engine plane crash that occurred near Glade-
water Municipal Airport over the weekend. Officials said that the crash happened near Carter 
Road and Highway 271, south of the airport in a swampy area and heavy timber. The crash 
was called into local authorities at 1:23 p.m. Sunday.
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By Phillip Williams
Yecenia Hernandez, crime victim coordinator for the Upshur County 

district attorney’s office, detailed how she assists such victims in a pre-
sentation Monday night of last week to the Cherokee Rose Republican 
Women’s Club in downtown Gladewater. 

Upshur County Sheriff Larry Webb and Precinct 4 County Commis-
sioner Jay W. Miller also addressed the gathering at the BlueByrd Room, 
the Upshur County-based club’s new meeting place in Gregg County.

Hernandez, whose position is fully funded by an annual grant from the 
governor’s office, explained that she works on protective orders, meets 
with crime victims, and sends them letters offering them a packet (and, 
if pertinent, compensation.) 

She also helps prepare child and adult witnesses to testify and “I always 
try to treat people” like she already knows them, Hernandez said.

In addition, she noted she refers victims to a legal aid firm, an area 
women’s center, and, in domestic violence cases, counseling, she said.

Hernandez said the five prosecutors in District Attorney Billy Byrd’s 
office get information from her on cases, and that “I read every case.” 
She reads them, she said, because any victim who might call her has 
“already talked to multiple people.”

The two main crimes she deals with, Hernandez said, are “domestic 
violence and sexual assault of kids.” The coordinator noted, however, 
she also handles property crimes such as burglary and vandalism if 
restitution is involved.

Adult sexual assault victims must be offered a protective order, which 
they can accept or reject, and such orders for them are starting to become 
very popular as “we don’t have to wait for the conviction.” 

Such orders can even be made to apply for the assailant’s lifetime, 
she noted.

Asked by a member of the audience if the domestic violence and sexual 
assault of children are “rampant” ‘in the county, Hernandez replied, 
“Every year, it varies.” 

Earlier, she had noted she is in her eighth year as coordinator, a job 
Byrd assigned her after she originally applied to be a receptionist, and 
“I think I was put where I needed to be.”

Hernandez also pointed out she has information on the county govern-
ment’s website (www.countyofupshur.com) about what services her office 
offers, including an application for a protective order.

The aforementioned packets, she said, contain a letter listing the 
services which Byrd’s office offers victims, a form for a victim impact 
statement, and compensation.

An example of a case in which compensation could be made, she said, 
is that someone could apply for funeral expenses if a person is wrong-
fully killed.

Hernandez can be reached by calling the district attorney’s office at 
(903) 843-5513 or emailing her at victim.services@countyofupshur.com. 

Her office in the Upshur County Courthouse, and other courthouse 
offices, will soon temporarily move to the former Gilmer ISD adminis-
tration building at 500 S. Trinity for the courthouse to undergo a major 
renovation.

During the question-and-answer part of Hernandez’s presentation, 
Webb said the three main offenses in the county are family violence, 
narcotics, and thefts of property.

The sheriff said that he, Byrd, County Judge Todd Tefteller, 115th 
District Judge Dean Fowler and juries have “taken a zero tolerance to 
narcotics.” Juries are giving maximum sentences in such cases, Webb said.

In response to an audience member asking what the public could do to 
prevent crime, Webb said persons can volunteer for such organizations 
as Court Appointed Special Advocates for abused or neglected children.

In brief remarks, Miller said “I hope we have a plan pretty soon” 
for moving courthouse offices and expressed hope the building will be 
vacated for only two years. He noted the process for obtaining the state 
grant for the project took almost 20 years.

Miller, who was re-elected to a second four-year term last November, 
also said he plans to work on improving county roads.

By DARREN BENSON
Texas A&M Forest Service

COLLEGE STATION, Texas — 
Bill Oates was renovating his Na-
cogdoches home when he thought 
the rumbling he heard was coming 
from his daughter running around 
the house.

John Gill was working a week-
end job on a logging crew in East 
Texas when his boss asked if he had 
seen anything falling from the sky.

Jake Donellan believed the boom 
he heard was a vehicle crash at 
an intersection near his Marshall 
home.

Marilynn Grossman was driving 
through College Station when she 
saw a streak cross the horizon, “like 
a shooting star, but out of place for 
that time of day.”

Space shuttle Columbia disinte-
grated over Texas as it re-entered 
the Earth’s atmosphere on Feb. 
1, 2003. The seven astronauts of 

Twenty years later, Texas A&M Forest Service employees, 
retirees recall Columbia recovery mission

NASA’s STS-107 were returning 
from a 16-day mission. There were 
no survivors.

The tragedy sparked a massive 
ground search in an effort to re-
cover the astronauts’ remains and 
shuttle debris that was scattered 
across heavily forested areas over 
multiple counties. Texas A&M 
Forest Service served as a lead 
state agency in the recovery mis-
sion, managing exhaustive ground 
searches throughout the East Texas 
debris field.

On Wednesday, the 20th anni-
versary of the Columbia disaster, 
Texas A&M Forest Service, along 
with NASA, the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice and the city of Nacogdoches, 
will rededicate the seven trees 
planted in 2003 in memory of 
the shuttle crew members. The 
event, in the city’s Banita Creek 
Park, will include the unveiling of 
an informational marker and the 

dedication of two newly planted 
trees honoring Charles Krenek and 
Jules “Buzz” Mier Jr., who died in 
a helicopter crash during the search 
for shuttle debris.

Mier, a U.S. Army veteran, was 
a pilot under contract with the U.S. 
Forest Service. Krenek, a Texas 

A&M Forest Service aviation 
specialist, was serving as a search 
manager. Krenek was well-liked, 
and over his 26-year career with 
the agency, earned a reputation for 
his commitment to serving others.

“He was truly a good man,” said 
Oates, now Texas A&M Forest 
Service Associate Director. “His 
death hit me as hard as any other 
death that I’ve experienced because 
of the type of person he was. I think 
about him frequently.”

Like a family ...
Texas A&M Forest Service em-

ployees and retired staff members 
who played a role in the 2003 
search for Columbia and her crew 
describe the experience as mean-
ingful. Many noted the spirit of 
cooperation, the bonds with other 
responders and the importance 
their training played in preparing 
them for the challenges of the task.

Oates worked in a planning role 

from a command post in Lufkin 
during the search for Columbia’s 
debris and said watching the com-
munity come together alongside 
multiple federal, state and local 
agencies was inspiring.

“I’ve never been involved with 
anything like that before,” he said. 
“People worked really hard to help 
the nation and figure out how to 
start the healing process. It was 
very gratifying to be involved in 
something like that.”

James Hull, who served as agen-
cy Director from 1996 to 2008, said 
the relationships among respond-
ers and NASA officials seemed 
natural.

“I’ve always looked at the Forest 
Service as a well-organized family. 
We respect each other and work 
well together,” Hull said. “And 
we discovered the same thing with 
NASA. They have that same close-

Domestic violence and 
sexual assault of kids
discussed at meeting

A group of House Democrats is 
proposing a $15,000 raise for the 
state’s teachers and a 25% raise 
for other state employees by using 
some of the state’s record budget 
surplus. State Rep. James Talarico, 
D-Austin, announced the bill last 
week and was joined by Democratic 
legislators and teachers, the Austin 
American-Statesman reported.

“This moment demands bold 
action, and that’s what our state is 

known for,” Talarico said. “House 
Bill 1548 would be the biggest 
teacher pay raise in Texas history. 
In Texas, we go big or we go home. 
Let’s go big on teacher pay.”

While the proposal may not gain 
traction in the GOP-controlled 
House, it could spur debate as the 
state faces a growing exodus of 
public-school teachers. 

The Dallas Morning News, 
which analyzed teacher salaries 

across the state, reported that major 
suburban and urban districts pay 
educators the most, while rural 
school districts and charter schools 
pay the least.

The highest average teacher 
salary is in the Houston region at 
$62,589, while the lowest average 
teacher salary was in the Abilene 
region, according to the Texas Edu-
cation Agency. The state operates 
20 educational regions.

City National Bank held its official grand opening and Gladewater Chamber of Commerce 
ribbon cutting at the new bank building located 895 E Broadway Ave. last Thursday. CNB 
Regional Bank President Jon Keller and Mandy Wood, Assistant Vice President, along with 
CNB bank staff and family and friends, helped celebrate the event. The building was 
constructed by HLH Construction.       Photo by Jim Bardwell

Lawmakers push $15K teacher raises

 In 2022, factors such as “driving under 
the influence”, “failure to drive in a single 
lane” and “unsafe speed” contributed to 
167 fatal crashes and 192 total deaths in 
the Tyler District.

 The TxDOT Tyler District, which 
includes Anderson, Cherokee, Gregg, 
Henderson, Rusk, Smith, Van Zandt, and 
Wood Counties, released preliminary 
numbers revealing the top-five contribut-
ing factors of fatal crashes in 2022:

 l Under the Influence of Alcohol - 31 
fatal crashes

l Failed to Drive in a Single Lane – 28 
fatal crashes

l Unsafe Speed – 25 fatal crashes
l Failed to Control Speed – 23 fatal 

crashes
l Pedestrian Failed to Yield ROW to 

Vehicle – 18 fatal crashes
 The data in these reports represents the 

number of crashes that had at least one 
driver reported as having the indicated 

Fatal crash 
stats released
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Lake store 
proposal hits 
council snag

By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council had been sched-

uled to consider a committee recommendation 
regarding a new owner/operator to run lake 
store/bait shop at Lake Gladewater at Thurs-
day’s meeting.

But Mayor Scott Owens hit a snag when 
asking for a motion to do so, because he and 
the city manager didn’t send the two proposals 
to fellow council members and some council 
members wondered who authorized this com-
mittee. Owens said he and interim city manager 
Charlie Smith met with three Gladewater Lake 
Board members and decided which proposal 
should be considered.

But that didn’t set well with council members 
Brandy Flanagan, Teddy Sorrells and Michael 
Webber, who questioned how Owens got the 
authority to make this decision without the 
council being fully involved.

Sorrels said he remembered the council talk-
ing about the lake store at the January meeting, 
but didn’t remember the council agreeing to 
have Owens and Smith  make such a decision 
without the full council involved. Sorrells then 
asked the city clerk to refresh his memory from 
the January council minutes and no such ap-
proval was given by the council.

Smith assured the council the proposal he and 
Owens were offering up for consideration was 
the best of the two. Sorrells said he was con-
fident Smith was correct in that aspect, but he 
still questioned why the council wasn’t included 
in the process.

Owens said he wasn’t asking the council to 
approve a contract on a proposal they hadn’t 
seen, but only asking them to give the city 
manager authorization to begin negotiations on 
a contract proposal.

That didn’t suit the three council members 
and they asked to see the two proposals. Smith 
apologized for not including the proposals in the 
council packets and said he would e-mail them 
out for the full council to review.

The lake store issue was then tabled. However 
the delay could cause problems for the potential 
store operator. He said he needed to know soon if 
his proposal would be accepted because he had 
pending deals with vendors for the lake store.

In other business:  
l The council had to re-approve a “Joint Elec-

tion Agreement” between Gladewater Indepen-
dent School District and the City of Gladewater 
because at the January meeting the agreement 
had 2022 and not 2023 on the document.

l Authorized the city manager to negoti-
ate the best deal on the city’s new accounting 
software, which will cost around $200,000 and 
was tentatively approved at the January meet-
ing pending a final request for a cap on future 
price increases.

l Heard a presentation by Airport Advisory 
Board regarding ground space lot size adjust-
ments in “G” hangar area at Gladewater Mu-
nicipal Airport. No action was taken. 

l Amended an ordinance for a rate increase 
for residential and commercial solid waste 
disposal for 54-cents, which the city will pass 
along to customers.

l Approved “Regional Equipment Transfer 
MOU” between the City of Gladewater Police 
Department and the City of East Mountain. The 
city is trading a 2012 SUV patrol vehicle for 
$2,000 cash equipment - for a total of $5,000 
in value.

l No action was taken regarding the Christ-
mas Tree which is placed downtown each 
Christmas holiday. The current tree, which is 
owned by the Gladewater Chamber of Com-
merce, is about 6 years old and in need of 
replacement. The chamber would like the city 
to donate to the project. A new tree will cost 
around $18,000.

The city has helped erect the tree and take it 
down each year, but the tree was purchased by 
the chamber.

Discussion also included whether a live tree 
should be purchased and planted in place of an 
artificial tree. The future location of the tree - 
live or artificial - also was batted around. Owens 
suggested it be moved to the city parking lot on 
the south side of the railroad tracks for safety 
reasons. Currently it has been located at the 
corner of US 271 and Pacific Street.

It was also discussed when the tree will be 
taken down. Ut was up as of Monday (Feb. 20). 
City crews usually remove it shortly after Jan. 
1, but harsh weather and water repairs have now 
allowed the extra time to remove the tree, the 
city manager told the Mirror.

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Judge Todd Tefteller told a meeting of the commis-

sioners court last week that he doesn’t expect the county courthouse 
in Gilmer to be vacated by April’s end for the building’s forthcoming 
$12 million historical renovation.

Tefteller said at the Feb. 15 meeting, however, that a representative 
of Komatsu Architecture, a Ft. Worth firm working on the project, 
would be present the next day to make final edits on the blueprints so 
the project could be advertised for bids. When offices will temporar-
ily vacate the five-story Gilmer courthouse will “kind of depend on 
what” the representative says, the judge added. 

Plans call for moving the offices to the nearby former Gilmer ISD 
administration building, and possibly to a former locker plant now 
owned by Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative on Texas 154. 

The renovation, aimed at restoring the courthouse largely to its 
original appearance when it was completed in 1937, is expected to 
take more than a year and a half.

While the state is financing part of the project, County Auditor 
Connie Williams told last week’s meeting at the courthouse that the 
county’s share of the cost is $7.6 million.

In other business, the court opened bids on numerous materials 
for the Road and Bridge Department and, without voting on the 
matter, decided to have County Road Administrator Andy Jordan 
recommend which to accept at the court’s next meeting. Several 
firms submitted bids on at least one of the materials, which included 
such items as gasoline, diesel, road oil, oil dirt, hot oil sand, rock 
materials, rip rap (12-15 inches or larger rock) materials, limestone 
flex base, emulsions, etc.

Upshur courthouse renovation discussed

WOISD draws one challenger, trustess 
expected to name new super Thursday

The 2023 city/school candidate filings for May’s election 
closed Friday at 5 p.m. and only White Oak ISD will need to 
have an election. 

Stephanie McKinney and Aaron Combs are both seeking the 
Place 3 seat on the White Oak ISD school board. Meanwhile,  
incumbents Place 4’s David Trest and Place 5’s Lance Noll drew 
no challengers.

On Thursday, the current WOISD school board is expected to 
name the lone finalists for superintendent, who will be replacing 
Brian Gray, who retired over the Christmas holidays. The WOISD 
board was slated to interview applicants this week.

Over at White Oak City Hall, it will be business as usual as all 
four incumbents - Place 1 – Dana Mizell, Place 2 – Joe Stephens 
and Place 3 – Thomas Cash - drew no challengers. This will allow 
the city to not have to hold an election and will save taxpayers 
the cost of an election. However, potential candidates still have 

until February 21 to be a write-in candidate.
In Gladewater, there will be no change on the Gladewater City 

Council as all four incumbents filed for re-election and none drew 
an opponent. Those keeping their seats include: Place 4 – Teddy 
W. Sorrells, Jr.; Place 5 – Elijah Anderson; Place 6 – Rocky D. 
Hawkins; and Place 7 – Kevin Clark.

Over on the Gladewater ISD School Board, incumbents Chris 
Thompson - Place 4, and Danielle Budro - Place 6, filed for school 
board. This will be their first time to serve as an elected GISD 
trustee. Both were recently appointed to the board to fill vacancies.

GISD officials said no one filed for the Place 5 seat currently 
held by David Floyd. He has been on the school board since 2005.

In the past, the school board has chosen to fill vacant seats after 
seeking qualified applicants, rather than hold a special election. 
And since no one chose to run, appointment would be the logical 
way to fill the seat.

Once a Bear, 
always a Bear ...

By Jim Bardwell
Several hundred GHS alumni turned out Saturday for 

a walk down memory lane at the old senior/junior high 
school on Melba Street.

While many whose hair that has gone from black to 
gray strolled the halls at a slightly slower pace with old 
classmates, no doubt fond memories were as vivid as the 
day they were born. Alumni from classes going as far back 
as the 1940s were given a wonderful opportunity to relive 
their youth in a place they all called home as teens.

The former high school, which has been sold to outside 

Photos by Jim Bardwell

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Sheriff’s Office has been investigating a 

shooting in which a male was wounded in the West Mountain 
community on Wednesday of last week, said Sheriff Larry Webb.

The male was admitted to CHRISTUS Good Shepherd Medical 
Center in Longview, said Webb, who identified neither him nor 
the shooter in a press release. Asked about the hospitalized man’s 
condition, Webb wrote only that he was admitted.

The case remained under investigation.
Webb wrote that deputies were called about 6 p.m. to a house in 

the 7300 block of Pacal Road for “a shooting incident.” The news 
release then described the sequence of events in the case as follows:

“When law enforcement arrived, the (male) resident advised that 
while he was working on a vehicle in his driveway, an unknown 
subject drove by and yelled at him in a threatening manner for no 
known reason. Approximately 15 minutes later, the resident heard 

screams and yelling coming from the back of his property.
“When he went to investigate who was behind his house, he 

encountered the same subject who had yelled at him from the 
roadway. The unknown trespasser was told to leave, but he refused. 
The resident commanded the trespasser to leave and displayed a 
weapon.

“The unknown subject refused to comply and continued to 
advance toward the resident while making threatening statements 
toward him. The resident, in fear for himself and his wife and child, 
who were located in the house, fired his weapon at the unknown 
subject. The trespasser had advanced close enough to engage. . 
.(the) resident in a physical altercation.

“The trespasser was struck by the resident’s gunfire,” causing 
him “to retreat back into the woods.” Deputies located him, and 
emergency medical services transported him to a hospital for 
gunshot wounds.

W. Mt. homeowner shoots trespasser 

Thursday, Feb. 16, 2023                             Vol. 95, No. 7                1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

  Gladewater
        Mirror
  Gladewater
        Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”
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Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar an-
nounced today he will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and special purpose districts 
$1.3 billion in local sales tax allocations for 
February, 9.3 percent more than in Febru-
ary 2022. 

And Gladewater and White Oak are 
experiencing this growth. Gladewater is 
riding a 17-month increase over last year - 
50.92-percent - and White Oak is seeing a 
jump of 20.77-percent over the same report-
ing period a year ago.

Clarksville City posted a 33.01-percent 
increase in local sales tax revenue over last 
year and Gilmer posted a 11.24-percent 
boost from the same period in 2022.

These allocations are based on sales made 
in December by businesses that report tax 
monthly; October, November and December 
sales by quarterly fi lers; and 2022 sales by 
businesses that report tax annually.

Local sales tax up, Gladewater riding 17 months of growth

Two people are dead following an 
apparent murder-suicide in Smith 
County. According to the Smith 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce, on Friday, 
around 9:30 p.m., deputies were 
dispatched to a call regarding a homi-
cide on Joy Wright Mountain Road.

The SCSO reported the caller 
stated her son had just shot her hus-
band several times with a rifl e. The 
son then walked out of the residence 
threatening to take his own life.

When deputies responded to the 
scene in the 16300 block of County 
Road 3111 south of Gladewater, they 
found that Cody Hand was dead in 
the front yard from an apparent gun-
shot wound to the head. Inside the 
residence, his father, Dale Hand, was 
found dead from a gunshot wound to 
the head. Justice of the Peace Pct. 4 
Curtis Wulf responded and held an 
inquest and ordered autopsies.

Murder/suicide 
investigation

now underway

Mrs. (Helen) Lee’s Daffodil Garden is now open, and while it is early 
in the blooming season everyone is excited for you to see all of the hard 
work that’s been going on. 

The Mohan Family has been hard at work reworking the dirt roads 
so cars and buses can make their way through safely and making the 
gardens a great place to visit.

But you better hurry. East Texas weather is very fi ckle and cold weather 
can cut the beauty short at Mrs. Lee’s Gardens.

Mrs. Lee’s Garden, located at 21600 County Road 3103 south of 
Gladewater off US 271 is an 816-acre tract of land that is drastically 
transformed every February and March with millions of golden daffodils, 
scattered over approximately 28 acres.

Visitors travel along a four-mile trail around two lakes, between 
wooded valleys, and around a replica pioneer log cabin when the daf-
fodils are in bloom.

Mrs. Lee passed away in July 1984, and at her request the garden was 
opened to the public in the spring, following her death. Since that time, 
thousands of visitors have traveled to Gladewater to enjoy Mrs. Lee’s 
Daffodil Garden.

Mrs. Lee’s Daffodil 
Garden blooming

AUSTIN - Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
issued the following statement this 
week: 

 “Each session, the 31 members 
of the Texas Senate fi le thousands 
of bills. Some are duplicates because 
members often have similar priorities 
voiced to them by their constituents. 
The tradition has been for bill num-

Lt. Gov. Patrick announces Top 30 Priorities for the 2023 Legislative Session
bers 1 through 20 to indicate the Lt. 
Governor’s and the Senate’s priori-
ties. In 2017, I increased the low bill 
numbers to 30. Senators like to get 
a low bill number because it shows 
their bill is also a priority of the Lt. 
Governor and has a great chance of 
passing. I believe Texans support our 
priorities because they largely refl ect 

the policies supported by the conser-
vative majority of Texans. Most will 
pass with bipartisan support.

 “This session I could have used 
50 low bill numbers because there 
are so many issues that need to be 
addressed. Just because a bill does 
not make the priority list does not 
mean it is not a priority for me or 

the Senate. We will pass over 600 
bills this session. As I like to say, 
every bill is a priority to someone, 
otherwise we would not pass it.

 “This year, several of our policy 
initiatives are already addressed in 
the budget as opposed to specifi c 
bills. One example is Texas border 
security funding. Since President 

Biden took offi ce and implemented 
his open border policies, Texas 
has stepped into the breach. Texas 
should not have to use our tax dol-
lars to do the Federal Government’s 
job, but it is vitally important that 
we maintain our law enforcement 
and National Guard presence. If we 

On Feb. 8 the Upshur County 
Sheriff’s Special Investigations Unit 
was working drug interdiction in the 
Gladewater area when it observed a 
vehicle that it had received informa-
tion about selling narcotics.  

A traffi c stop was conducted at 
the Exxon located at Highway 271 
and the Upshur/ Gregg County Line. 

The driver of the vehicle was 
identifi ed as Krystal Leeann Woods. 
Woods gave false information about 
who she was to SIU in attempts to 
hide from her true identity due to 
outstanding warrants she had for 
her arrest. 

Woods was arrested and requested 
a friend to come and pick up her 
vehicle. Adam Keith Williams ar-
rived to pick up the vehicle and was 
allowed to say goodbye to Woods. 
While saying “goodbye”  Woods 
give Williams a large quantity of 
suspected methamphetamine ( 21.9 
grams ) that she had hidden in her 
bra and Williams attempted to hide 
in his jacket. Woods and Williams 
were both arrested and transported 
to jail without incident. 

Scott Lee Fletcher, 45, of Glade-
water, and Jaclyn Leigh Wood, 40, of 
Longview, were charged with felony 
possession of controlled substance 
(more than one, but less than four 
grams of methamphetamine).

Wood was charged with two addi-

Couple arrested 
on drug charges 

Continued on Page 7
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Students join 
fight to end 
DUI deaths

Drunk drivers claim the lives of 
hundreds of Texans every year, and 
spring break can be a particularly 
deadly time. TxDOT’s Drive So-
ber. No Regrets. campaign is work-
ing with college students around 
the state to highlight the dangers of 
impaired driving by sharing stories 
from people who have experienced 
the consequences firsthand.

 One person in Texas dies ev-
ery 7 hours and 43 minutes in a 
DUI-alcohol (driving under the 
influence) related traffic crash. In 
2021, 1,134 people in Texas were 
killed and 2,565 seriously injured 
because someone chose to get 
behind the wheel while impaired. 
During spring break of 2021, 
Texas recorded 874 DUI-alcohol 
related traffic crashes, resulting in 
31 deaths and 107 serious injuries.

 “The loss of life on our high-
ways is tragic.” said TxDOT Ex-
ecutive Director Marc Williams. 
“It is all the more tragic to know 
that the vast majority of these lives 
lost could be prevented. Our mes-
sage to students is this: Help keep 
yourself and others safe by finding 
a sober ride, taking a cab, using a 
rideshare, or simply staying put. 
There are severe and deadly con-
sequences to drunk driving, and we 
don’t want to see lives and futures 
destroyed.” 

TxDOT is partnering with col-
lege campus-based U in the Driver 
Seat, a peer-to-peer program led by 
students at Texas A&M University, 
focused on saving lives by prevent-
ing traffic crashes. Student leaders 
from around the state will join the 
campaign and urge their fellow 
students to always find a sober ride.

 Drinking and driving is an all-
too-often regrettable decision with 
far-reaching consequences. Be-
yond the inherent risk of injury and 
death—to the driver, passengers 
or other innocent bystanders—
driving while intoxicated is often 
accompanied by a lingering emo-
tional and financial toll, resulting 
in legal, career, and mental health 
repercussions. Every day, impaired 
driving devastates the lives of of-
fenders and survivors alike.

 Throughout March, TxDOT’s 
Drive Sober. No Regrets. cam-
paign will host outreach events at 
key spring break locations. Each 
event will showcase a mobile video 
exhibit featuring powerful testimo-
nialsfrom Texans who intimately 
understand the consequences of 
drunk driving, either as offenders 
or survivors. TxDOT’s Drive So-
ber. No Regrets. campaign is a key 
component of #EndTheStreakTX, a 
broader social media and word-of-
mouth effort that encourages drivers 
to make safer choices while behind 
the wheel to help end the streak of 
daily deaths. Nov. 7, 2000 was the 
last deathless day.

Daylight saving 
time starts 

this Sunday
Spring is approaching, and so is 

daylight saving time, which starts 
at 2 a.m. Sunday, March 12. Clocks 
jump ahead an hour, so if you forget 
to adjust the time you are liable to 
show up for church an hour late and 
miss the service.

The first two countries to use day-
light saving time were Germany and 
Austria in 1916. They did so to save 
fuel used for artificial lights during 
World War I. The United States fol-
lowed suit in 1918. 

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., has 
reintroduced legislation to make day-
light saving time permanent across 
the country, which he says would end 
the “antiquated practice” of changing 
clocks twice a year.

“This ritual of changing time 
twice a year is stupid. Locking the 
clock has overwhelming bipartisan 
and popular support. This Congress, 
I hope that we can finally get this 
done,” Rubio said in a statement 
Thursday.

The bill, called the Sunshine Pro-
tection Act, passed the Senate last 
year by unanimous consent, meaning 
no senators opposed it. But it stalled 
in the House and expired at the end 
of the last session of Congress.

If it is enacted, daylight saving 
time, which begins in March and 
ends in November, would become 
permanent year-round in the U.S.

American Samoa, most of Ari-
zona, Guam, Hawaii, the Northern 
Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico and 
the Virgin Islands do not observe 
daylight saving time and would not 
be required to under the legislation.

Several senators in both parties 
co-sponsored the original bill, in-
cluding James Lankford, R-Okla., 
Ron Wyden, D-Ore., Cindy Hyde-
Smith, R-Miss., Rick Scott, R-Fla., 
Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., and Ed 
Markey, D-Mass.

White Oak’s Larkin Daniels delivered her third no-hitter of 
the year striking out 20 batters with no walks in the 
Ladynecks 5-0 shutout of Mineola. The Ladynecks’ offense 
was led by Jaidyn Marshall, who singled and drove in three 
runs.

Photo by Mike Peery

“People are in need of blood so I thought I’d help out.”
Taylor Pickett 

“So I’ll be able to get my medical card.”
Jaida Hawley

“I want to help people, and I got a free shirt.”
Timothy Heashe 

The Gladewater High School 
Student Council sponsored a 
blood drive with Carter Blood-
Care Feb. 28.

Carter BloodCare provided a 
bus parked at the high school 
and the high school provided 
the donors.

Carter BloodCare of Tyler will 
hold two mobile blood drives in 
Gilmer in March.

Upshur Rural Electric Coop-
erative will host one March 13, 
while a “Gilmer Community 
Blood Drive,” sponsored by the 
Upshur County Health Coalition, 
is set March 30.

The Upshur Rural drive at the 
cooperative on Texas 154 is set 
from 7 a.m.-11 a.m. For more in-
formation, contact Dee Wingfield 
at 903-680-0227.

The community blood drive, 
scheduled on the downtown 
courthouse square, is scheduled 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For more information on it, 
contact Julie York, an Upshur 
County extension agent, at 903-
680-8128.

For more information on blood 
drives scheduled throughout East 
Texas in March, contact Carter 
blood drive consultant Donna 
Russell at 903-574-4998.

Every day, blood donors help 
patients of all ages: accident and 
burn victims, heart surgery and 
organ transplant patients, and 
those battling cancer. In fact, ev-
ery two seconds, someone in the 
U.S. needs blood. Here are just 
a few of the ways blood helps.

Cancer Patients
Ideal Donation Type
Platelets donation, because 

certain cancers and cancer treat-
ments prevent patients from 
producing their own.

Ideal Blood Type
A positive, A negative, B posi-

tive, O positive, AB positive and 
AB negative

Trauma Patients
Ideal Donation Type
Power Red, because red cells 

Blood drive 
draws donors

carry oxygen throughout the body 
and are frequently given to trauma 
and surgery patients. 

AB Elite plasma donation, be-
cause AB plasma is needed to help 
stop bleeding. Call 1-800-RED 
CROSS to make an AB Elite ap-

pointment.

Ideal Blood Type
For Power Red: O positive, O 

negative, B negative, A negative
For AB Elite: AB positive, AB 

negative

White Oak ISD 
hires new super

By Jim Bardwell
White Oak ISD trustees Wednesday night named Dr. William Paul its 

lone finalist for superintendent. 
By law, WOISD must wait 21 days from March 1 to officially hire Paul, 

who is the Windthorst ISD superintendent. 
Windthorst ISD is in Archer and Clay counties, about 30 miles north 

of Graham. 
Paul was one of three finalists interviewed last week and WOISD school 

board president Dr. David Ummel said all three were “excellent candidates.”
Paul replaces Brian Gray, who retired over the Christmas holidays. Gray 

became superintendent in 2020, replacing Mike Gilbert.
Paul and his wife RaKel have four children.
Prior to being named superintendent at Windthroat ISD in 2021, Paul 

served as Breckenridge High School principal. Paul moved to Breckenridge 
in 2018 from Lexington, where he was the junior high principal. While in 
Breckenridge, Paul finished his doctorate in education from Texas Tech 
University.

He also served as Assistant Principal at Brenham Junior High in Bren-
ham; Teacher/coach at College Station High School in College Station; 
Teacher/coach at Lancaster High School in Lancaster; Teacher/coach at 
Terrell High School in Terrell; Teacher/coach at Conrad High School in 
Dallas; and Teacher/coach at Bryan High School in Bryan.

According to Paul’s LinkedIn profile, he earned his Doctor of Education 
(Ed.D.) Educational Leadership and Administration, General from Texas 
Tech University. He earned his Master of Education (M.Ed.) Educational 
Leadership and Administration, General from Lamar University, and his 
Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Kinesiology and Exercise Science from Texas 
A&M University.

Paul is the second new hire at WOISD. The school board welcomed 
its new Roughneck Head Football Coach and Athletic Director Michael 
Ludlow the week before at a special board meeting. Ludlow will take 
over for Coach/AD Kris Iske, who  will retire at the end of this school 
year after nine seasons as the head football coach and AD.

Photos by Alexis Bleckely

Don’t miss this year’s Chamber 
of Commerce Banquet in 
conjunction with Gladewater’s 
150th Celebration, March 23. 
Contact the Chamber Office at 
(903)845-5501 to purchase 
tickets. A table seats 8 and cost 
$200. 
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TxDOT eyes 
$100 billion 

transportation 
plan for safety

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation is proposing a record $100 
billion, 10-year transportation plan to 
improve congestion, increase safety 
and maintain the state’s roadways. 
That’s a $15 billion increase over 
the original plan and comes after re-
cord projected revenue for the state, 
generated by oil and gas fees  that 
are dedicated to highway projects. 

The latest plan would increase 
funding in a number of areas, includ-
ing “safety, energy sector, rural and 
urban connectivity, border infrastruc-
ture, maintenance and preservation,” 
according to a TxDOT statement.

“Safety is a top priority for Tx-
DOT, and these funding levels refl ect 
that,” TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams said.

TxDOT now has more than $33 
billion in transportation projects 
under construction throughout the 
state.  More than 7,000 projects are 
either underway or scheduled to 
break ground this year.

TEA releases 
teacher, staff 

vacancy report
A task force appointed last year 

by the Texas Education Agency 
has released its recommenda-
tions to address the teacher and 
staff vacancy crisis in Texas, as 
record numbers of both leave the 
education fi eld in the wake of the 
pandemic and other issues.

The Teacher Vacancy Task 
Force, established last March, 
was comprised of teachers and 
school system leaders from across 
the state. The recommendations 
include:

• A signifi cant increase in overall 
teacher salaries

• Enhancing teachers’ total 
compensation package, includ-
ing reducing cost of health care 
insurance.

• Provide incentives and sup-
port for hard-to-staff areas, such 
as special education and bilingual 
education teachers.

• Improve the pipeline and pre-
service preparation of novice 
teachers.

• Expand training and support for 
teacher mentorship.

• Provide access and support for 
high-quality instructional materi-
als.

• Demonstrate respect and value 
for teacher time.

• School culture and discipline 
supports.

RRC concerned 
Texas may not be 
able to maximize 
federal funds to 

plug orphaned oil 
and gas wells

AUSTIN – The Railroad Com-
mission of Texas has fi led com-
ments on draft guidance issued by 
the U.S. Department of the Interior 
(DOI) for utilizing formula grants 
to plug orphaned oil and gas wells.

Several aspects of the draft 
guidance have caused concern for 
the RRC because it could hinder 
the state’s efforts to use as much 
funding as possible for important 
work that protects residents and the 
environment.

Among the concerns is the fact 
that the DOI may end up changing 
formula funding calculations for 
states, which could mean Texas 
could get less than the approxi-
mately $318 million that was 
originally due to the state.

The guidance also has program 
requirements for states that go 
beyond the scope of the federal 
legislation that authorized the well 
plugging funds. These require-
ments are burdensome and some-
times unrealistic to implement, 
which will inevitably hamper the 
momentum of the state’s plugging 
efforts resulting in less wells being 
plugged than could be.

The comments submitted by the 
RRC are guided by the agency’s 
expertise in plugging orphaned oil 
and gas wells. That expertise was 
key to Texas’ fi rst in the nation 
status utilizing federal funds to plug 
orphaned wells, when work began 
in October 2022 with the state’s $25 
million initial grant.  

Adding unnecessary require-
ments to the next phase of federal 
funding, the formula grants, can 
hinder the state’s ability to plug as 
many orphaned oil and gas wells 
as possible.

“As Chairman of the Railroad 
Commission, I believe it is cru-
cial for this agency to thoroughly 
assess all strings attached to fed-
eral money. When dealing with 
the federal government, we always 
read the fine print,” said RRC 
Chairman Christi Craddick. “The 
Commission is responsible for en-
suring health and safety standards 
for all Texans while overseeing 
responsible stewardship of our 
state’s abundant natural resources. 
The Department of Interior’s draft 
guidelines are extremely concern-
ing and our comments refl ect our 
commitment to prioritizing Texas. 
Money intended for well plugging 
efforts should be used for just that 
– not bureaucratic red tape. Ad-
vancing the Biden administration’s 
political agenda at the expense of 
Texans is unacceptable, and this 
agency will continue to push back 
on all unreasonable regulations put 
forth by the federal government.”

“President Biden’s Interior De-
partment needs to stop playing 
politics with taxpayer dollars and 
allow Texas and other oil and gas 
states to get to work plugging more 
wells and producing much-needed 
reliable energy,” said RRC Com-
missioner Wayne Christian. “Texas 
is not only the national leader in 
producing oil and natural gas, but is 
also a leader in plugging abandoned 
wells, protecting groundwater, and 
reducing fl aring. Taxpayer dollars 
should ALWAYS be used with the 
utmost care—Biden’s Interior De-
partment needs to walk back their 
overreaching guidance which only 
adds onerous regulations making 
abandoned well plugging more 
costly and less timely.”

“Taxpayer dollars – regardless 
of their origin – should always be 
used effi ciently and effectively to 
achieve the desired result,” said 
RRC Commissioner Jim Wright. 

The White Oak Fire Department 
celebrated receiving its new Pierce 
fire engine last Tuesday. The new 
engine took about a year and a half 
to be delivered since it was custom 
built and will replace the previous 
main engine which was aging out 
and parts were getting hard to find. 
This custom Enforcer pumper is built 
with top mount pump controls, 1,000 
gallons of water, 1.250 GPM pump, 
Husky 3 foam system, and more. The 
truck also features “Roughnecks” on 
the front to show support for White 
Oak High School’s athletics program.
WOVFD firefighters took part in a 
long-standing tradition called the 
“push in” ceremony,  which pays respect to fire departments from a time before 
there were motorized vehicles and were pulled by horses.

New Roughneck head coach/AD hired
The White Oak ISD school board welcomed their new Roughneck Head Football Coach and 
Athletic Director last Thursday at a special board meeting. Michael Ludlow will take over for 
Coach/AD Kris Iske, who  will retire at the end of this school year after nine seasons as the 
head football coach and athletic director for the White Oak Roughnecks. Ludlow plans to 
begin work on March 1. He and his wife Jennifer have been married for 16 years and have 
3 children - Jansen, 15; Tucker, 13; and Kyndal, 10. Coach Ludlow comes to White Oak from 
Robinson, where he served a head coach. Prior to Robinson, Ludlow coached at North 
Forney, Texas High and Marshall. He graduated from Beckville High School and Stephen F. 
Austin University.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Gladewater Fire Chief Mike Simmons accepted a $10,000 check from Sabine River Authority officials Monday at the Gladewater 
Firehouse. The money will be used to help the GFD with “swift water rescue” - rescue dealing in white water river conditions. 
Due to the added pressure of moving water, swift water rescue involves the use of specially trained personnel, ropes and 
mechanical advantage systems that are often much more robust than those used in standard rope rescue. Simmons was 
joined by Gladewater city, fire and police officials, as well as Sabine River Authority’s board directors Cliff Todd, Darrin 
Rudolph and Janie Walenta. Also on  hand was SRA Upper Basin Regional Manager Troy Henry.        Photo by Jim Bardwell
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By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council 

met Thursday and voted to not 
hold its May 6 municipal elections 
since no incumbents drew oppo-
nents. This will save taxpayers the 
cost of hosting an election.

But the council did pass on 
other costs to local residents 
Thursday by amending “Pay-
ment Procedures; Discontinuing 
Service” of the Gladewater Code 
of Ordinances, as well as amend-
ing the schedule of rates for solid 
waste. Residential garbage pick-up 
service will now be  $15.51 per 
month .

After a closed session to discuss 
the city’s baseball park facility and 
complaints on fees, the council 
gave both sides - the current leasee 
and the local sports associations - 
two weeks to hammer out a com-
promise or the city will step in and 
work up a compromise. 

In other business, the council 
approved a request for a front set-
back variance to ordinance at 2025 
E. Lake Drive following a public 
hearing that drew no opposition.

The council also approved a  re-
quest for a roadway vaiance at The 
Villa subdivision in the vicinity 
of W. Martin Street where an esti-
mated 17-20 houses will be  built.

Librarian Brandy Winn gave the 
council an update regarding prog-
ress at the Lee-Bardwell Public 
Library, saying more than 1,000 
visitors have used the reburished 
library since it reopened and she 
hosts 10 events each month. She 
also advised the council several 
big projects are coming, includ-
ing the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library which is dedicated to in-
spiring a love of reading by gifting 
books free of charge to children 
from birth to age fi ve.

In other good news, The Friends 
of the Lee-Bardwell Public Li-
brary have purchased a trailer 
for thge library, which will allow 
Winn to carry books to local neigh-
borhoods and get books into the 
hands of more residents. 

The also council approved a 
Gladewater Airport Advisory 
Board recommendation regard-
ing “G” Hangar lot size adjust-
ments and the council approved  
temporarily reducing the speed 
limit on Highway 80 from 0.112 
miles west of the Gregg County/ 
Upshur County line to just east 
of the Glade Creek bridge during 
construction. 

City council 
cancels May 
city election 

Lawmakers 
want to legalize 
Sunday liquor 
sales in Texas
A pair of bills introduced in the 

Legislature would legalize the sales 
of ready-to-drink cocktails seven 
days a week, the Houston Chronicle 
reported. Under current law, liquor 
stores are closed on Sunday, and 
grocery and corner stores can only 
sell beer and wine. 

State Sen. Kelly Hancock, R-
North Richland Hills,  fi led his ver-
sion of the bill recently. 

“As industries innovate and new 
products become staples in the mar-
ketplace, it only makes sense for us to 
take a look at ways government can 
reduce regulatory red tape,” Hancock 
said. A twin version of the bill was 
fi led in the House by state Rep. Justin 
Holland, R-Rockwall.

Liquor stores would still be re-
quired to be closed on Sunday under 
the bills.

Pedestrian, 
bike fatalities 

on the rise
Pedestrian fatalities resulting 

from traffi c crashes increased 34% 
from 2017 to 2021, while bicyclist 
deaths increased 58% during the 
same period. The Texas Department 
of Transportation has kicked off a 
pedestrian and bicyclist campaign 
this month to urge all Texans to fol-
low the state’s traffi c laws and reduce 
those fatalities.

“We have a shared responsibility 
to every member of our community – 
to every family and every individual 
– to help reverse these trends and 
reduce traffi c fatalities in Texas,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams. 

Texas law requires drivers to stop 
and yield for pedestrian and bicy-
clists in crosswalks, to yield while 
turning, and to pass bikes at a safe 
distance. Pedestrians, in turn, are 
urged to cross only at intersections 
and crosswalks, to obey all traffi c 
signs and signals, and to use side-
walks when possible.

Bicyclists are required to stop at 
red lights and stop signs, to ride in 
the same direction as traffi c, and to 
use bike lanes when available.

Jim Bardwell and Cathy Shipp were awarded 
the 2021 Woman & Man of the Year Award

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s big 
night - the 92nd Annual Chamber of Commerce 
Banquet - is this Thursday night when the “Man 
and Woman of the Year” will be announced, along 
with “Educator of the Year,” “Marilyn Godfrey 
Volunteer Award,” “Youth of the Year” and “Busi-
ness of the Year.”

This year’s chamber banquet will also highlight 
the city’s 150th birthday. 

Last year Jim Bardwell and Cathy Shipp were 
honored at the 91st Annual Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce banquet with the “Man of the Year” 
and “Woman of the Year” awards.

Also honored last year were Darla Ferguson 
with the “Marilyn Godfrey Volunteer Award” and 
Sasquatch Trading Post was named “Business of 
Year.” “Educator of Year” was Megan Morris and 
Tanner Gothard was named “Youth of the Year.”

The coveted “Bradley Award,” which was pre-
sented by Chamber President Lois Reed to those 
who went above and beyond the call of duty for 
the chamber throughout the year went to Michael 
Hines and Todd Clifton.

Farrell Alexander will assume the chamber 
president’s duties at the conclusion of Thursday’s 
affair, as Lois Reed moves to chairman of the 
board. Other offi cers in 2023 will include Jon 
Keller, fi rst vice president; Marsha Byrd, second 
vice president; and Jim Bardwell, treasurer.

Who will
be this year’s 

Gladewater Chamber’s 
Man & Woman of the Year?

2021 Youth of the Year 
Tanner Gothard

2021 Volunteer of the Year 
Darla Ferguson

2021 Educator of the Year 
Megan Morris

2021 Bradley Award 
Michael Hines

2021 Bradley Award 
Todd Clifton

2021 Business of the Year 
Sasquatcha Trading PostBy Phillip Williams

A Gilmer man was killed in a 
head-on collision on Texas 135 
near Jacksonville late last Thursday 
afternoon, said the Texas Depart-
ment of Public Safety. 

Matthew John Brown, 36, was 
pronounced dead at the scene by 
Cherokee County Precinct 2 Justice 
of the Peace Amber Hood, said 
DPS Sgt. Chris Willliamson.

The other driver, Tommy Wayne 
Kerzee, 51, of Jacksonville, was 
taken to Christus Mother Frances 
Hospital-Tyler with “non-incapac-
itating injuries,” said Williamson.

Preliminary investigation indi-
cated Brown’s northbound 2009 
Toyota Corolla auto collided with 
Kerzee’s southbound 2011 Chev-
rolet pickup, the sergeant said in a 
press release.

The statement didn’t say where 
in the roadway the crash occurred. 
“This investigation is ongoing and 
no additional infomation is avail-
able” for now, Williamson wrote in 
the release issued Saturday. 

The 5:53 p.m. collision, investi-
gated by Trooper G. Polyard of the 
DPS’ Jacksonville offi ce, occurred 
5.6 miles southwest of Jacksonville 
in clear, dry conditions, said Wil-
liamson. 

Gilmer man 
killed in wreck

 Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar recently announced he will send cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose districts $1 billion in local 
sales tax allocations for March, 9.9 percent more than in March 2022. 

These allocations are based on sales made in January by businesses that 
report tax monthly.

Gladewater continues to roll - recording its 18th-straight month of ex-
ceeding previous year’s sales tax revenue numbers.

For this round, Gladewater posted a 20.36-percent rise over 2022 - 

$122,633.18 compared to $101,880.61.
White Oak also posted an upswing of 21.25-percent - $132,503.52 

compared to 2022’s $109,278.29.
Clarksville City recorded a 53.99-percent increase in 2023 when com-

pared to 2022 - $8,577.23 vs. $5,569.87, while Warren City experienced a 
drop of -16.63-percent - $1,147.71 compared to $1,376.74 in 2022.

East Mountain posted a 63.49-percent - $4,479.66 in 2023 compared 
to $2,739.86.

Local sales tax revenues continue to grow
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Don’t miss the Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce 

Banquet in conjunction with 
Gladewater’s 150th 

Celebration next week, 
March 23. Contact the 

Chamber Office at (903)845-
5501 to purchase tickets. A 

table seats 8 and costs $200. 

Baseball, Softball in full swing

Union Grove’s #34 Kayden Day catches the ball from teammate #1 Judson George and takes out the runner at first base.
Photo by Kim Hill

Kenzie Jester belted a 2 run homer over the center field wall in White Oak’s 7-0 shutout of Pleasant Grove. She was met at Kenzie Jester belted a 2 run homer over the center field wall in White Oak’s 7-0 shutout of Pleasant Grove. She was met at 
home plate by her teammates to celebrate her big blast in the first inning of the ball game. Larkin Daniels dominated on home plate by her teammates to celebrate her big blast in the first inning of the ball game. Larkin Daniels dominated on 
the mound for the Ladynecks, striking out 11 while allowing only 2 hits and she also clubbed a homerun in the contest.the mound for the Ladynecks, striking out 11 while allowing only 2 hits and she also clubbed a homerun in the contest.

Photo by Mike PeeryPhoto by Mike Peery

Man shot, dies 
after chase 
with WOPD

LONGVIEW - One man was 
killed after two East Texas police 
departments were involved in a 
shooting early Sunday morning 
following a chase that traveled 
from White Oak to Longview. 

The  suspec t ,  Danny Ray 
Jackson, 47, of Longview, died at 
a Longview hospital. The Texas 
Rangers are investigating the 
shooing.

According to DPS Sgt. Adam 
Albritton the chase started in White 
Oak, where White Oak police 
initially responded.

At about 3:37 a.m., Longview 
police were notified that an active 
vehicle pursuit was entering the 
city limits, and they joined the 
response, according to a post from 
the Longview Police Department.

During the pursuit, at about 4 
a.m., a DPS trooper also became 
involved, the DPS reported. 

The chase ended near the 
intersection of W. Loop 281 and 
SH-31, Longview PD reported.

“Shots were exchanged and the 
suspect was struck sustaining life-
threatening injuries,” Longview 
PD said in its social media post. 
First aid was administered at the 
scene by officers, and EMS was 
called. The suspect was then taken 
to a local hospital for treatment.

Justice of the Peace Precinct 2 
Tim Bryan was called to pronounce 
the death.

“I was called to Good Shepherd 
ICU, a surgical ICU, at about 
1:45 this afternoon, on Sunday,” 
Bryan told reporters. “There was 
some sort of pursuit with police 
interaction this morning. I know 
that there was an officer-involved 
shooting. My understanding is 
there were some shots fired, and 
a person was struck, immediately 
taken to the hospital. There was 
surgery done on this subject, 
and he expired at the hospital 
a couple hours — three or four 
hours — after the surgery had been 
completed. They called me a few 
hours after surgery. He expired; 
they were unable, I guess, to stop 
the bleeding.”

“It’s my understanding there 
were about four rangers that 
came in,” Bryan said. “We have a 
Ranger assigned to Gregg County 
that was here, and then he called 
other rangers in to come assist 
just because of the amount of 
evidence and people that had to be 
interviewed, and so they’ve been 
in town all day, I believe, working 
on that.”

Details remain limited as the 
investigation is underway. The 
reason for what started the chase 
has yet to be released by local 
police and Both DPS and Longview 
PD confirmed no officers involved 
were injured.

Congratulations to the Gladewater High School Band on 
their performance at concert and sightreading contest last 
week. They received straight 1’s from all judges. When 
combining these ratings with their 1’s from marching 
contest, the 2022-2023 GHS Band is a Sweepstakes band.

See Sports 
Roundup 

inside

The Gladewater City Council will meet Thursday at 6 p.m. to discuss 
the city’s baseball park facility. They will meet in executive session to 
hear complaints on fees to local ball clubs.

In other business, a public hearing will be held regarding a request for 
a front set-back variance to ordinance at 2025 E. Lake Drive

The council also will consider a  request for The Villa subdivision in 
the vicinity of W. Martin Street.

The council will get an update regarding progress at the Lee-Bardwell 
Public Library.

The council will consider a Gladewater Airport Advisory Board 
recommendation regarding “G” Hangar lot size adjustments 

The council will consider approval of a certification of unopposed 
candidates and order the cancellation for the May 6, 2023 general election 
since no incumbents drew opponents.

The council will consider amending “Payment Procedures; 
Discontinuing Service” of the Gladewater Code of Ordinances. 

The council will consider temporarily reducing the speed limit on 
Highway 80 from 0.112 miles west of the Gregg County/ Upshur County 
line to just east of the Glade Creek bridge during construction. 

The council will consider amending the schedule of rates for solid 
waste. Residential garbage pick-up service will be $15.51 per month .

The council will consider duct work repair at the police department
The council will consider of Opioid Abatement Trust Fund
Last week the council met on March 7 to discuss a proposal for the 

city’s lake store, which has been vacant for several months. The special 
meetign was called after three council members complained the mayor 
had left them out of the loop on choosing the best proposal.

But instead of discussing the lake store proposal, the council diverted 
from the agenda and voted 4-3 to have Gladewater Fire Chief Mike 
Simmons assume the lake warden’s duties and possibly live at the city-
owned house next to the store. That left the lake store and its proposed 
tenant in limbo. And it left some questioning if the vote was proper since 
the specific issue was not on the agenda. 

Ballpark on council agenda
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State’s Rainy 
Day Fund hits 

cap for first time
The state’s piggy bank is nearly 

full.
Comptroller Glenn Hegar predicts 

the state’s so-called Rainy Day Fund, 
officially the Economic Stabilization 
Fund, will reach its statutory limit by 
2025, which is 10% of what is depos-
ited in the General Revenue Fund. 
Rising revenues fueled by spikes in 
energy prices and inflation have filled 
the state’s coffers, Hegar said.

“The revenue increases that we 
have seen truly have been historical 
and unprecedented. We have never 
seen anything like this in the past, and 
I don’t think we’ll see anything like 
this in the future,” he said.

The state experienced record 
growth in tax collections in 2022 of 
25.6% from the previous year, filling 
the state’s coffers with a surplus of 
$32.7 billion. 

“I am glad to see that lawmakers 
are giving careful thought to how 
this tremendous asset can be best put 
to work for Texans,” Hegar added.

Senate backs 
$$$ boost for 

retired teachers
The Texas Senate also unanimous-

ly approved a package that allocates 
$4.7 billion from the budget surplus 
to increase monthly payments for 
retired teachers and gives a one-time 
bump to retirees over 75, the States-
man reported. The bill is now headed 
to the House for consideration. 

The measure calls for a 2% raise 
for teachers who retired between 
Sept. 1, 2013, and Jan. 1, 2022, and 
a 4% raise for those who retired 
before Sept. 1, 2013. Senate Bill 10 
also provides a one-time stipend of 
$7,500 for retirees older than 75. 
The bill affects nearly a half-million 
retired teachers.

“This is a significant financial 
commitment from the state,” state 
Sen. Joan Huffman, R-Houston, 
said. “Many TRS retirees have been 
struggling for so long. We needed 
to do this.”

Retired teachers on average make 
$2,100 a month through the Teachers 
Retirement System.

Annual TABC 
compliance finds 

127 violations
AUSTIN — A series of covert 

inspections by agents from the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission 
found that 93% of businesses oper-
ated in full compliance with the law 
during the busy spring break season.

In all, TABC agents conducted 
1,726 underage compliance op-
erations during the agency’s annual 
spring break enforcement roundup, 
finding 127 instances of businesses 
selling alcohol to people under 21. 
This year’s results mark an improve-
ment from last year’s operation, 
which found a compliance rate of 
91%. The annual operation attempts 
to identify businesses selling alcohol 
to minors at popular spring break 
vacation spots such as South Padre 
Island as well as festival locations in 
Austin and Houston.

This year’s results show that most 
businesses are continuing to take 
their role in promoting safe and re-
sponsible alcohol service seriously, 
TABC Executive Director Thomas 
Graham said. This year’s spring break 
operation included covert inspections, 
high-visibility inspections at popular 
vacation destinations, and partner-
ships with businesses to help identify 
customers using fake IDs to purchase 
alcohol, Graham added.

“Spring break is obviously one of 
the busiest times for retailers across 
the state, which is why it’s important 
that retailers continue to do their part 
to keep their communities safe,” he 
said. “We’re all extremely grateful to 
our industry partners for helping us 
ensure Texans can enjoy the season 
safely and responsibly.”

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce welcomed the Gladewater Ranch, 
formerly the Jack Phillips ranch, and property manager Kim Matthews, to 
the chamber family last week at a formal ribbon cutting. The 145-acre 
estate, located at 2000 W Gay Ave., is owned and operated by two best 
friends, Blake DeWitt and Blaz Korosec, and their wives Kiara and Bolton, 
who share a passion for providing couples with the gift of a beautiful 
wedding. Kiara and Bolton share the same dream of having a perfect 
wedding venue, and their dedication to making Gladewater Ranch a 
family-owned and operated business. For information call (903) 292-4040 
or visit https://www.gladewaterranch.com.

Union Grove’s #8 Carter Cooper slides and is called safe at third base as the Lions go on 
to beat the Carlisle Indians 4-1. Read about more area sports inside.        Photo by Kim Hill

WALTER DERRICK RELAYS
at Jack V. Murphy-Bear Stadium, Gladewater

VARSITY BOYS
Team standings: Texas High 164, Gilmer 115, Center 101, West 
Rusk 89.5, Henderson 44.5, Spring Hill 44, Gladewater 35
Individual results
800 relay: Texas High (T. Austin, T. Ball, W. Winkfield, T. Gray) 
1:31.10; Gilmer 1:31.89; Gladewater 1:31.90
Long jump: K. Lewis, Gladewater 21-6.50; W. Winkfield, 
Texas High 20-10.50; A. Hamilton, Gilmer 20-6
High jump: B. Webb, Gilmer 5-8; C. Armstrong, Henderson 
5-6; H. Lofton, Gilmer 5-6; T. Maddox, Gladewater 5-6

VARSITY GIRLS
Team standings: Gilmer 149, Gladewater 98, Center 90, 
Pittsburg 66, Henderson 60, Spring Hill 45, Texas High 41, 
West Rusk 41
Individual results
100 meters: P. Hunter, Gladewater 12.87; M. Jacobs, 
Henderson 13.08; A. Pope, Pittsburg 13.08
200 meters: K. Floyd, Gladewater 24.62; K. Murphy, West 
Rusk 26.72; H. Balcorta, Gladewater 27.52
400 meters: R. Jeffery, Pittsburg 1:00.87; H. Balcorta, 
Gladewater 1:03.65; J. Jones, Texas High 1:03.78
800 meters: Y. Garcia, Center 2:31.78; H. Balcorta, Gladewater 
2:35.15; M. Chavez, Gilmer 2:36.68

400 relay: Gladewater (K. Floyd, P. Hunter, K. 
Lincoln, M. Police) 49.12; Center 50.42; Pittsburg 
51.10
800 relay: Gladewater (K. Floyd, P. Hunter, K. 
Lincoln, M. Police) 1:47.02; Center 1:48.62; Gilmer 
1:50.48
1600 relay: Pittsburg (R. Jeffery, B. Hooks, B. 
Hernandez, B. Clark) 4:23.02; Gilmer 4:25.08; 
Henderson 4:30.97
Long jump: T. Hill, Center 16-7.50; P. Hunter, 
Gladewater 16-3; J. Spurlock, Spring Hill 16-1.50

JV BOYS
Team standings: Texas High 250.5, Henderson 96, 
Gilmer 84, Gladewater 60, Spring Hill 51, West Rusk 
36, Center 35.5

JV GIRLS
Team standings: Texas High 184, Gilmer 133, 
Henderson 71, Pittsburg 58, Spring Hill 54, West Rusk 
45, Gladewater 24, Center 21

HAWK RELAYS
at Lowrance Field, Hawkins

VARSITY BOYS
Team standings: White Oak 109, Beckville 102, 
Troup 83, Frankston 81.5, Tyler Bishop Thomas K. 
Gorman Catholic School 56, Hawkins 49.5, Grand 

Gladewater’s Peyton Hunter captures 100m dash, helps Lady Bears to a 2nd Place finish.
Photo by Chris Jones

By Phillip Williams
A 45-year-old Gilmer man charged 

with murdering his father was jailed 
last week under a $1 million bond 
on that charge and without bond on 
a state warrant charging him with 
parole violation, said Upshur County 
sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel.

Michael Timothy Caffey is 
charged with killing 66-year-old 
Timothy Allen Caffey, whose body 
was found March 27 outside their 
home in the 2400 block of Airstrip 
Road in Latch community, said 
Hazel. 

The suspect was charged with 
murder of his father in Upshur 
County after being arrested on a mis-
demeanor charge in Gregg County 
that day, said Hazel.

Michael Caffey was transferred 
from the Gregg County Jail in 
Longview to the Upshur County Jail 
in Gilmer, where Upshur Precinct 2 
Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter on 
March 28 set bond on the murder 
charge, Hazel said.

The elder Caffey died from “as-
sault,” but authorities were awaiting 
autopsy results before discussing the 
means by which he was attacked.

$1M bond set 
in murder case

Congratulations to White Oak High School drama teacher Rick Higginbotham 
and his cast and crew of the 2023 One Act Play. They competed at Area 
Competition last week and are Area Champions advancing to Regionals at 
TJC in April.  And congratulations to Bailey Brondum who was chosen Best 
Performer, Levi Wright namdd to the All Star Cast, Mykey Feldhauser winning 
Honorable Mention All Star Cast and Lauryn Odoms recognized for Tech 
Award.  
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Deadline to register for 
May 6 election draws near
The deadline for eligible Texas voters to register in order to vote in the 

May 6 local elections is just around the corner, Secretary of State Jane 
Nelson announced. 

“If you are not already registered to vote in the upcoming local elections 
- there is still time! Make sure to submit your voter registration application 
to your county voter registrar by Thursday, April 6 so that you can have an 
opportunity to make your voice heard in your local community,” Nelson said.

Early voting begins on April 24 and ends on May 2.
Only White Oak ISD will be holding an election after incumbents on the 

White Oak and Gladewater city councils and the Gladewater ISD school 
board drew no challengers. Aaron Combs and Stephanie McKinney are 
seeking the Place 3, Position 1 seat on the WOISD school board.

Keller, Van Houten honored by chamber
Jon Keller and Judy Van Houten were hon-

ored at Thursday’s 92nd Annual Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce banquet with the “Man 
of the Year” and “Woman of the Year” awards, 
presented by Chamber President Lois Reed.

Also honored were Lois Reed with the “ Mari-
lyn Godfrey Volunteer Award” and Equipment 
Share was named “Business of Year.” 

“Educator of Year” was Michael Jackson and 
Matt Smith was named “Youth of the Year.”

The coveted “Bradley Award,” which was 
presented by Chamber President Lois Reed to 
those who went above and beyond the call of 
duty for the chamber throughout the year went 
to Elaine Roddy and Aaron Watson.

Gladewater’s four oldest continuous busi-
nesses were also recognized: The Gladewater 
Mirror - 95 years, J.O. Williams - 87 years, 
Brookshire’s - 75 years, and Shipp’s Marine - 
65 years.

 The banquet also recognized the city’s 150th 
anniversary.

See more about the banquet in the special 

2022 Youth of the Year 
Matt Smith

2022 Volunteer of the Year 
Lois Reed

2022 Educator of the Year 
Michael Jackson

2022 Bradley Award 
Elaine Roddy

Former Chamber Presidnet JD 
Shipp presented Lois Reed with 

her presidents plaque for service.

2022 Business of the Year 
Equipment Share

2022 Man of the Year - Jon Keller
2022 Woman of the Year - Judy Van Houten

Dr. William Paul introduces his family afater becaming the 
new superintendent at White Oak ISD at last week’s special-
called board meeting held March 23.       Photos by Mike Peery

After the 21-day mandatory wait-
ing period, the White Oak ISD 
school board Thursday officially 
hired Dr. William Paul to assume the 
helm of White Oak ISD.

Paul most recently serving as the 
superintendent of Windthorst ISO. In 
almost 20 years, Paul has served as 
a teacher, coach, middle school and 
high school principal prior to becom-
ing a superintendent. As a teacher, 
his specialty was high school social 
studies and he taught grade level and 
advanced placement classes. 

Paul is originally from Fort Worth 
and graduated from L.D. Bell High 
School before earning a bachelor’s 
degree from Texas A&M University 
in 2003. Advised and attracted to 
administration, he pursued a mas-
ter’s degree in administration from 
Lamar, finishing in 2011, and in 2019 
graduated from Texas Tech with a 
doctorate in Educational Leadership. 

Paul has been married to RaKel, 
an educator, for 19 years and they 
have 4 children: MagdaLynn, a 
freshman nursing student at Mid-
western State; Maverick a freshman, 
Maddox a 6th grader, and McKenna 
a 4th grader. 

When asked what attracted him 
to White Oak: “White Oak has a 
reputation around the state for being 
the premier school district in East 

Texas. The Roughneck Tradition of 
academic and extra-curricular prow-
ess speaks for itself. This is a place 
with high expectations from the 
community, board, administration 
and staff which allows our students 
to achieve at a high level and prepare 
them for excellence in the real world. 

“Every parent wants their child 
in a district like this one and that’s 
no different for us. Professionally, 
it was an opportunity that I just had 
to pursue for all of the reasons listed 

above. I am honored to have the 
chance to serve the community of 
White Oak as superintendent and 
thank the school board for their vote 
of confidence. 

“I look forward to building on the 
excellence that Mr. Gilbert and Mr. 
Gray helped establish before me and 
want to learn from the outstanding 
staff we have in place. I am excited 
about the opportunity White Oak 
provides and can’t wait to get to 
work.”

Its official ...

Paul WOISD’s 
new super

Congratulations to 
Rick Higginbotham 
and the WOHS cast 

and crew of this year’s 
one act play, Hamlet. 

They are Bi-District 
Champions, 

advancing with 
Hughes Springs 

and Sabine.

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Sheriff Larry Webb and Gregg County Sheriff 

Maxey Cerliano were among sheriffs and other law enforcement 
leaders who recently met in Kilgore to discuss “their growing 
concern related to school safety,” said a spokeswoman for a firm 
in charge of publicizing the gathering.

“Specifically, they (the representatives from 18 area counties) 
noted the urgent need for a technology system that would allow 
all first responders to immediately communicate with one another 
and to see real-time video inside the school in the event of an 
emergency,” said Laura Jackson of CWJ Strategies.

That would give responders “the exact location of a perpetrator as 
well as the layout of the building,” Jackson said in a news release.

“Reports detailing devastating failures in response to school 
shootings going back as far as the Columbine massacre (a 1999 
school shooting in Colorado) point to communications problems 
that cost lives,” Jackson wrote. “Because multiple agencies respond 
to the emergency, each with its own communications system, it 
is almost impossible to get all first responders on the same page.

“In the case of the Uvalde shooting at Robb Elementary, 376 law 
enforcement officers were on the scene, but it took 82 minutes to 
neutralize the shooter, in large part due to communication failures, 
a lack of real time information, and overall confusion,” she wrote.

Later, Jackson told The Mirror that the meeting, arranged by Cer-
liano and Smith County Sheriff Larry Smith, was among periodic 
gatherings of area sheriffs to discuss “issues they all are facing” 
and legislative issues.

A software vendor, Mutuallink, demonstrated its equipment, 
which could enhance school safety, at the recent gathering, Jackson 
added. She said Cerliano and Smith had already seen it demon-
strated.

Smith and Cerliano “recognized it (school safety) as a need that 
they faced” and “wanted to bring this potential solution to the whole 
group,” Jackson told The Mirror.

“The meeting was real good,” Webb told The Mirror last week. 
“Good thing about us here in Upshur County is we (his office) have 
a good relationship” with school superintendents, and “we have a 
large law enforcement presence at our schools” with school resource 

Sheriffs talk school safety

Former WOISD Superintendent Mike Gilbert and board 
member David Carr visit with Dr. William Paul.

Roofers spot body, 
man arrested in death

By Phillip Williams
A 45-year-old Gilmer man was charged with the murder of his father 

in Upshur County after being arrested on a misdemeanor charge in Gregg 
County on Monday, said Upshur County sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel.

Michael Timothy Caffey was charged with killing 66-year-old Timothy 
Allen Caffey, whose body was found Monday outside their home in the 2400 
block of Airstrip Road in Latch community, said Hazel. 

The elder Caffey clearly died from “assault,” but authorities are awaiting 
autopsy results before discussing the means by which he was attacked, Hazel 
said Tuesday. “We want to make sure we’re correct on the cause of death,” 
the chief deputy added.

Deputies “responded to a dead body call” at the home in southwest Upshur 
County about 9:30 a.m. Monday after members of a crew which had come 
to do a roofing job there found the body and contacted the sheriff’s office, 
Hazel said in a news release that day. 

Continued on Page 4
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TXDOT calls for safe 
driving in work zones

Following a year in which fewer people were killed in work zone crashes 
in Texas, TxDOT is calling on all drivers to stay vigilant and help continue 
that downward trend. As National Work Zone Awareness Week kicks 
off, TxDOT’s “Be Safe. Drive Smart.” campaign is reminding drivers to 
stay alert and exercise caution when going through road construction and 
maintenance areas.

 Traffi c fatalities in the state’s work zones were down 16% in 2022, 
decreasing for the fi rst time since 2018. Despite that, 205 people lost their 
lives and another 788 were seriously injured in Texas work zones last year. 
The vast majority of those killed, 85%, were drivers or their passengers.

  The “Be Safe. Drive Smart.” campaign offers fi ve tips for safely 
navigating work zones:

● Slow down. Follow the posted speed limit and proactively adjust your 
driving to match road conditions. Excessive speed is one of the leading 
causes of work zone crashes.

● Pay attention. Avoid distractions, keep your mind on the road and 
put your phone away.

● Watch out for road crews. Roadside workers want to get home safely, 
too. Always follow instructions and be mindful of construction area road 
signs. 

● Don’t tailgate. Give yourself room to stop in a hurry, should traffi c 
stop suddenly. Rear-end collisions are the most common type of work 
zone crashes.

● Allow extra time. Road construction can slow things down. Count 
on it, and plan for it.

With the severe weather season upon us, Texas Comptrol-
ler Glenn Hegar reminds Texans they can purchase certain 
items tax-free during the state’s sales tax holiday for emer-
gency preparation supplies, which begins at 12:01 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 22, and ends at midnight on Monday, April 
24.

“While we can’t know in advance when the next fl ood, 
tornado or hurricane may strike, we can make sure our 
families, homes and businesses have the supplies they need 
to face these and other emergencies,” Hegar said. “This tax 
holiday can help Texans save money while stocking up for 
emergency situations. Don’t wait for disaster to strike. Take 
the time now to get prepared.”

The Comptroller’s offi ce estimates shoppers will save 

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced last week he will send 
cities, counties, transit systems and 
special purpose districts $977.2 
million in local sales tax allocations 
for April, 12.8 percent more than in 
April 2022.

These allocations are based on 
sales made in February by busi-
nesses that report tax monthly.

Gladewater continues to ride a 
19-month wave - exceeding previ-
ous year’s numbers.

White Oak, Clarksville City and 
Union Grove also posted sales tax 
revenue numbers above 2022.

Sales Tax Holiday for emergency supplies, April 22-24
nearly $2 million in state and local sales taxes during the tax 
holiday, which was approved by the Texas Legislature in 2015.

There’s no limit on the number of qualifying items you can 
purchase. These include: 

household batteries, fuel containers and fl ashlights priced 
less than $75;

hurricane shutters and emergency ladders priced less than 
$300; and

portable generators priced less than $3,000.
For purchases made online, note that delivery, shipping, 

handling and transportation charges are part of the sales 
price. Consider these charges when determining whether 
an emergency preparation supply can be purchased tax-free 
during the holiday.

For example, if you purchase a rescue ladder online for 
$299 with a $10 delivery charge, the total sales price is $309. 
Because the total sales price of the ladder is more than $300, 
tax is due on the $309 sales price.

Purchases that do not qualify include:
● batteries for automobiles, boats and other motorized 

vehicles;
● camping stoves and camping supplies;
● chainsaws;
● plywood;
● extension ladders and stepladders; and
● tents.
A list of emergency preparation supplies that may be pur-

chased tax-free can be found on the Comptroller’s website.

Local sales tax revenue continues to exceed 2022 
Gladewater riding 

19-month wave, White 
Oak posting high numbers

Richard Wallace of Jacksonville took home the top prize in the 38th Annual East Texas 
Gusher Days CASI Chili Cook-off held Saturday in downtown Gladewater. Second place 
when to David Trice of Hallsville and third place went to Larry Russell of Shreveport. 
David Trice’s Dr. Dave VooDoo Stew took the top prize for Showmanship. Cooks came 
from as far as Frisco, Texas, and as close at Winona to compete to win points to make 
it to the World Championship chili cook-off later in Terlinqua.

Gladewater Mayor Scott 
Owens pitched in (or dropped 
in) at this year’s  dunking 
booth to help raise funds for 
the GFD Bucket Brigade.

The winner of the longest 
beard contest in honor of the 
city’s 150th  anniversary was 
John Gillespie. The Darrin Morris Band performed Saturday night, while 

Venture South kick off the 2-day event on Friday.

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury returned 26 indictments, 12 of them 

sealed, in Gilmer on April 6, District Attorney Billy Byrd announced last 
week. Jurors also passed one case and no-billed another, he said.

Defendants, charges and bond information in the open indictments were 
as follows, Byrd’s offi ce reported:

● Joseph Nathan Wilson, 48, of Gladewater, assault/family violence-
-occlusion last Dec. 26. He was freed on $75,000 bond.

● Joan Ann Payne, 63, of Longview, driving wile intoxicated; subsequent 
offense--habitual offender on Jan. 31. She was released on $20,000 bond.

● Christopher Chad Dykes, 47, of Gilmer, theft of property--less than 
$2,500--with two or more previous convictions on June 27, 2021. He was 
freed on $10,000 bond.

● Michal Lee Womack, 43, of Gilmer, assault/family violence with previ-
ous conviction on Feb. 14. He remained in county jail under $50,000 bond.

Reginald Taywan Perry, 43, of Longview, was charged with multiple 
offenses in two separate indictments.

One includes fi ve counts of aggravated assault with deadly weapon-
-(an) enhanced (charge). The other charges him with unlawful possession 
of fi rearm by felon.

Perry is accused of committing all the offenses Jan. 16. He remained in 
county jail under $400,000 bond on the indictment alleging assaults. No 
bond amount was shown on the possession charge.

● Rita Renae DeWeese, 43, of Big Sandy, abandon/endanger a child on 
Sept. 29, 2021. She remained in county jail on other charges.

● Logan Robert Benge, 18, of Ore City, possession of controlled sub-
stance (cocaine) on Jan. 22. He remained in county jail under $10,000 bond.

● Lageusila Danyl Black-Whitaker, 46, of Ore City, aggravated assault 
with deadly weapon on Feb. 2. He was released on $5,000 bond.

Joel Lee James, 39, of Gilmer, assault/family violence--occlusion on 
March 3. He remained in county jail under $35,000 bond.

Man indicted for assault/family violence
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House OKs 
$302 billion 
state budget 

The Texas House approved a 
$302 billion budget last week that 
included an amendment prohibit-
ing the use of state money on 
private school tuition — a major 
setback to Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
plan to establish a school voucher 
system. The Austin American-
Statesman reported that more 
than 20 Republicans joined nearly 
all House Democrats to pass the 
amendment, while 11 lawmakers 
voted present. 

The amendment is seen as a re-
buke to Abbott, who has traveled 
the state pushing what he calls 
“school choice.” 

The amendment’s sponsor, state 
Rep. Abel Herrero, D-Robstown, 
said his proposal to block using 
public money for private schools 
boiled down to “public money for 
public schools.”

The House’s budget now heads 
to the Senate, which has passed 
an education reform bill calling 
for $8,000 in state funding a year 
for a student who attends a private 
school. Since that funding is not in-
cluded in the House budget, the is-
sue could lead to tense conference 
committee negotiations between 
the two chambers. Some lawmak-
ers have speculated the conflict 
could lead to a special called legis-
lative session after the regular term 
ends on Memorial Day.

Among the highlights of the 
House budget are record funding 
increases for public schools and 
highway construction, as well as 
raises for state employees.

EastEast
Texas Texas 

GUSHER GUSHER 
DAYSDAYS

April 14-15, 2023April 14-15, 2023
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The East Texas Gusher Days, Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce, and the City of Gladewater invite our 
East Texas communities to join the family fun at the 
2023 East Texas Gusher Days. 

The main event will take place Friday, April 14th, 
1 p.m to 10 p.m and Saturday, April 15th, 9 a.m to 10 
p.m. with the Annual Gusher Days Bass Tournament 
at beautiful Lake Gladewater Saturday, April 22nd. 
Registration for the tournament is at 4:30 a.m. with 
the competition starting at 6 a.m.

 Friday April 14th Schedule
l 1 - 10 p.m. Food and Craft Vendors
l 7 - 10:00 p.m. – Venture South live on the Gusher 

Days Stage
 Saturday April 15th Schedule
l 7 - 10 a.m. - LIONS Pancake Breakfast at the Big 

Derrick Pavillion
l 9 a.m. - 10 p.m. Food and Craft Vendors
l 9 a.m. Gladewater Gusher Days 42 Tournament 

(event by Darrell Morgan and National 42 Player’s 
Association) at the BlueByrd Room

l 8 a.m - 1 p.m - CASI Chili Cook-Off
l 8 a.m - 12 p.m - Classic Car Show, with live per-

formance from Dale Cummings from 10 a.m - 12 p.m
l 12 and 3 p.m - League of Lions Wrestling
Gusher Days Saturday Stage Events
l 12 p.m. Contestants for this years Gladewater 

East Texas Gusher Days kicks off Friday
Round-Up Rodeo Little Miss and Miss Gladewater 
Rodeo Queen

l 12:45 p.m. - 1 p.m. GHS Cheerleaders
l 1 p.m. Brownie Bowl Licking Contest - Ages 

3 - 7 & 8 - 12 (register on-site)
l 2 p.m. Longest Beard Contest
l 2:30 p.m. Best Dressed Roughneck Contest
l 3 p.m. Dance Studio Entertainment
l 7 - 10 p.m. – Darrin Morris Band
 
Both days will feature a unique shopping and din-

ing experience with local arts and crafts and food 
vendors, live music with street dancing, health fair, 
and plenty of activities for the entire family to enjoy. 
Children’s activities include inflatables and games, 
face painting and airbrush tattoos, dunking booth 
and more.

 “This is one of Gladewater’s most cherished 
annual events,” said Ricky Burcalow, East Texas 
Gusher Days President. “We look forward to hosting 
East Texas Gusher Days, which raises much-needed 
scholarship funds.”

 A portion of East Texas Gusher Days proceeds 
fund scholarships for Gladewater High School and 
Union Grove students, supporting them in their higher 
education endeavors. 

For more information, visit Gusher-Days.com

Look inside for the Gusher Days special section

On Good Friday morning the Marion County Sheriff’s Office dispatcher received a call from 
a fisherman. The fisherman stated he was on the south side of Lake o’ the Pines in south 
west Marion County, Texas. He reported observing a black jeep submerged about forty feet 
from the Woody’s Camp boat ramp. Deputies arrived at the scene as well as a local wrecker 
service. As the jeep was being prepared for removal from the water, it was discovered a 
person was still in the vehicle and moving. With the assistance of the wrecker service, 
fisherman, and Marion County deputies, a female was safely rescued from the submerged 
jeep. EMS responded to the location and transported the female to a local hospital. During 
the incident, it was determined the woman was listed as a missing person from the 
Longview Police Department.

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit 

of the Upshur County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrested eight persons on drug-
related charges in March, Sheriff 
Larry Webb announced Monday.

Details of the cases, based on a 
report by sheriff’s Lt. Gary Shirley, 
were as follows, and all suspects 
were taken to the county jail in 
Gilmer after being arrested on traf-
fic stops, Webb said:

A man and woman were arrested 
March 23 as the result of a traffic 
stop which led to a search of his 
Ore City area home, and seizure 
of multiple types of narcotics from 
the vehicle and residence.

Lee James Taylor II, 59, was 
charged with three felony offenses-
-possession of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine), possession 
of controlled substance (cocaine), 
and manufacture/delivery of those 
drugs.

A passenger in the vehicle with 
Taylor, Jessica Danielle Nicole 
Sellers, 31, of Longview, was also 
charged with possession of con-
trolled substance.

The unit was working drug 
interdiction in the Ore City area 
when it stopped the pair’s vehicle 
at Camp Joy and Oliver Street, 
resulting in seizing 13.7 grams of 
methamphetamine, 4.4 grams of 
powdered cocaine and two grams 
of crack cocaine.

During its investigation, the SIU 
learned Taylor, who was driving, 
had more drugs at his residence. 
The officers searched the home 
with his consent and seized 594 
grams of methamphetamine, 5.3 
ounces of marijuana, and more 
than $2,500 believed to be pro-
ceeds from selling drugs.K

Margie Lois Stiles, 70, of 
Longview, was arrested March 6 
when the unit stopped her vehicle 
and seized 7.4 grams of metham-
phetamine in the Union Grove 
area.

She was charged with possession 

Deputies make 
multiple arrests

Continued on Page 6

Bardwell picked 
for newspaper 
Hall of Fame

Former Bardwellink owner/editor 
Suzanne Bardwell has been elected 
to the Texas Newspaper Hall of 
Fame.

Suzanne, along with her husband 
Jim, owned and operated the Glade-

water Mirror, 
White Oak In-
depedent and 
Lindale News 
& Times. She 
was killed in a 
car accident on 
Jan. 7, 2022.

S u z a n n e 
was an award 

winning and 
highly respected journalist after a 
long, successful career as a teacher.

 The Texas Newspaper Hall of 
Fame is to honor those who:

• Have made an outstanding 
contribution to Texas newspaper 
journalism or, through Texas jour-
nalism, to newspaper journalism 
generally, or

• Have made an extraordinary 
contribution to their communities, 
regions, the state of Texas or the 
nation through newspaper journal-
ism, or

• Have advanced the legacy of a 
free and responsible press, and

• Have inspired others to improve 
the quality of the profession of 
journalism.

Honorees must be natives of the 
state of Texas or have established a 
significant portion of their profes-
sional reputations in Texas. They 
must have shown exemplary con-
tributions to the newspaper industry 
during a period of at least 20 years 
prior to being nominated and may 
be living, retired or deceased. Nomi-
nees may come from any facet of the 
newspaper business, including edito-
rial, photojournalism, advertising, 
business, production, circulation, 
management or any combination of 
backgrounds.

Phil Major, publisher of the Wood 
County Monitor, nominated Su-
zanne stating:

• Have made an outstanding 
contribution to Texas newspaper 
journalism or, through Texas

journalism, to newspaper journal-
ism generally, or

• Have made an extraordinary 
contribution to their communities, 
regions, the state of Texas or the 
nation through newspaper journal-
ism, or

• Have advanced the legacy of a 
free and responsible press, and

• Have inspired others to improve 
the quality of the profession of 
journalism.

When Suzanne Bardwell passed 
away suddenly on Jan. 7, 2022, the 
breadth and depth of her contribu-
tion to community journalism was 
instantly brought into sharp focus.

She was my friend, so I did not 
think of her in Hall of Fame terms, 
but when the idea was suggested, my 
first thought was that she was one of 
the most Hall-of-Fame people I have 
ever known.

As I read through the description 
of those deserving nomination to 
the hall (above), she easily checks 
all those boxes.

Perhaps the greatest testament 
came in the days following her death 
when, thanks to social media, those 
offering accolades numbered well 
over 1,000. I’m sure she would have 
appreciated the irony that it came 
form a media she despised.

These poignant comments told 
many stories. What shone through 
was that she had accomplished her 
purpose. Many of those comments 
came from former journalism stu-
dents, and it was clear that she had 
taught them to write well, and to do 
so with passion.

I won’t print those comments but 
would invite you to view a sampling 

Continued on Page 8
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Continued on Page 5

House OKs 
$4.5 billion 
for teacher 
pay raises
The Texas House last Thursday 

passed two education-related bills, 
one that allocates $4.5 billion for 
teacher pay raises and another to 
increase the annual per-student base 
funding from $6,160 to $6,300 – a 
2.3% increase.

The Austin American-Statesman 
reported the bill would create mini-
mum salaries for teachers ranging 
from $35,000 to $63,000 depending 
on experience and level of educa-
tion. It would also increase funding 
for special education and fi ne arts.

Some education advocates worry 
the per-student funding is insuf-
fi cient to keep up with infl ation, 
which has grown by 17% in the last 
four years, the Statesman reported.

The bill also creates a method to 
adjust the per-student funding for 
infl ation every other year, starting 
in 2025.

Bill calls for 
armed offi cers 
at all schools
A bill that would require school 

districts to place at least one armed 
offi cer on each campus has passed 
the Texas House, the Statesman re-
ported. The measure comes almost 
a year after a gunman killed 19 
children and two teachers in a mass 
shooting in Uvalde last May.

Any offi cer or school employee 
would have to complete handgun 
safety training. The measure also re-
quires at least one audit for intruder 
detection each year in all districts. 
The state would provide at least 
$100 per student and $15,000 per 
campus to maintain and improve 
school safety.

State Sen. Roland Gutierrez, D-
San Antonio, has fi led several gun 
control measures in that chamber 
that have yet to receive a hearing. 
Gutierrez represents Uvalde and 
says more needs to be done besides 
the House measure.

“Let me be very clear: I’m for 
anything that’s going to make our 
schools safer,” Gutierrez said in 
the Statesman story. “But the three 
things that is going to really make 
our schools safer is extreme risk 
protective orders, you take guns 
out of the hands of the mentally ill, 
Florida did it, it worked; raising the 
age limit, take guns, AR-15’s out of 
(the hands of) 18-, 19- and 20-year-
olds, Florida did it, it worked; 
closing the gun show loophole and 
universal background checks.”

Special delivery on tap

The White Oak City Council  
approved two road improvement 
projects at its April 25 meeting and 
honored Mrs. Monteen Anderson 
Pruitt on her 101 Birthday.

The city will spend $697,753 
to repair Old Hwy 80 - fund-
ed through a grant - and spend 
$365,688 from previously obtained 
federal grant money to fi x another 
portion of Old Hwy 80.

The council also approved the 
sale of its Fire Rescue 2, 1996 
Ford F-350 to Clarksville City for 
$7,500.

The council also approved a 
resolution suspending for 45 days 
the effective date proposed by 
CenterPoint Energy Resources 
Corp. in its application fi led on or 
about March 2, 2023, pursuant to 
section 104.301 of the Gas Utility 
Regulatory Act.

The recognition proclamation 
for Mrs. Pruitt reads:

RECOGNIZING THE 101 
BIRTHDAY OF MRS. MONTEEN 

ANDERSON PRUITT
WHEREAS, longevity of life 

is a blessing for an individual and 
for a community which benefi ts 
from the knowledge, creativity, and 
experiences this individual brings 
to all; and

WHEREAS, the town of White 
Oak recognizes with respect and 
admiration the contribution

of citizens to our community; 

By Tyler Sutton
It was a big week for Glade-

water track and fi eld as they had 
multiple students qualify for the 
state meet in Austin later this 
month by having great perfor-
mance’s at the 3-A regional meet 
in Whitehouse.  

The Lady Bears relay team 
consisting of MaKayla Police, 
Kamryn Floyd, Kyla Lincoln and 
Payton Hunter coming in 2nd in 
the regional meet and qualifying 
for the state meet. Also Kamryn 
Floyd once again took home 1st 
place in the 200 meter sprint. 
Punching her ticket to a  third 
consecutive state meet in the 200 
meters. She just missed a state 
record by mere fractions of a 
second. In the 300 meter Payton 
Hunter came in third. Karlee 
Moses also came in third in the 
shot put and Hadassah Balcorta 
having a good showing in the 400 
and 800 meter dashes.

White Oak track and fi eld was 
also in action at the area meet in 
Whitehouse and also had many 
strong performance’s. In the 400 
meters, Noah Carter fi nished 3rd, 
Mitchell Carter fi nished 7th in 
the 300 meter hurdles, the men’s 
4x400 meter relay team com-
ing in 4th, Kyler Priest fi nished 

2nd in the pole vault and Grayson 
Thompson fi nishing 3rd in the same 
pole vault. On the ladies side, Emma 
Nix came in 4th in the discuss, Anna 
Iske came in 4th in the high jump, 
Johanna Pennington came in 6th in 
the pole vault 

Union Grove track and fi eld also 
had their own area meet in Palestine.  
On the boy’s side : Brendon Fuller 
fi nished 11th in the 800 meters, Jase 
Roberts fi nished 10th in the 110 
meter hurdles and 13th in the 300 
meter hurdles, Lane Turner fi nished 
8th in the pole vault, Jacob griffi n 

15th in the discuss. 
One the girl’s side: Gracie 

Winn fi nished 5th in the 800 me-
ters, Gracie Stanford fi nished 7th 
in the 1600 meter and 5th in the 
3200 meters, Sophie Pyle fi nished 
9th in the 3200 meters, Taylor 
Campbell finished 12th in the 
long jump, Addi Smith fi nished 
4th and Sumeet Mattu 7th in the 
discus, Savanna Clark fi nished 
9th in the shot put.   

Team results included: Union 
Grove fi nished 14th in the 4x200 
relay, 5th in the 4x400 relay

Gladewater Lady Bears state-boundGladewater Lady Bears state-bound
Kamryn Floyd destroys the field in the 200m dash at the Regional Track Meet held in White-
house to earn her ticket to the State Track meet with a sizzling time of 24.63.

Thank a teacher 
on this very 
special week

As we honor our local teachers 
this next week during Teacher Ap-
preciation Week - May 8-12 - it is 
seesm appropriate for us to have 
some homework and learn jutt how 
teaching began.

Teaching is one of the oldest 
professions – in 561BC, the fi rst 
private teacher in history was one 
of the most learned men of all time, 
Confucius. In Ancient Greece, 
there was huge value placed on 
educating children, and in the 
1600s the Pilgrims also placed a 
similar emphasis on the practice. 

By the 19th century, politicians 
began to believe that education 
was needed for political order, and 
elementary through college educa-
tion was widespread and public, 
and the need for teachers has been 
growing ever since!

Though the origins of Teacher 
Appreciation Week are somewhat 
murky, it’s clear that it was in 1944 
that an Arkansas school teacher, 
Mattye White Woodridge, wrote to 
politicians and educational profes-
sionals about the demand for a day 
to appreciate teachers. However, it 
wasn’t for nearly a decade until the 
idea was introduced to Congress 
by none other than Eleanor Roos-
evelt. In 1953, she was successful 
in convincing lawmakers to adopt 
the day.

After the National Education 
Association (NEA) and Kansas 
and Indiana state affi liates lobbied 
Congress again to create National 
Teacher Day on March 7, 1980, 
they continued to observe it yearly 
even though Congress did not. 
They did this until 1985 when the 
Assembly transformed the single 
day into the fi rst full week of May. 

Teacher Appreciation Day is 
described by the NEA, which 
spearheads the weeklong event, as 
“a day for honoring teachers and 
recognizing the lasting contribu-
tions they make to our lives.” Each 
year they provide social media 
kits, printable teacher achievement 
certifi cates, contests, and gift sug-
gestions to help teachers feel all 
the appreciation we have for them.

WO city to fix 
roads, honors 
101-year-old

Peyton Hunter brings it home for the Lady Bear sprint relay team and their ticket to the 
State Track Meet in 4x100 as they clocked a time of 49.32. Members of the team 
areMakayla Police, Kamryn Floyd, Kyla Lincoln, and Peyton Hunter.

Saturday, May 13, marks the 31st anniversary of one of America’s great 
days of giving — the National Association of Letter Carriers Stamp Out 
Hunger Food drive.  

Letter carriers walk through the community every day, often coming 
face to face with a sad reality for too many, hunger.  So, each year on 
the second Saturday in May, letter carriers across the country collect 
non-perishable food donations from their customers. 

Volunteers from the local boy scouts, as well as local churches and 
organizations will assist the post offi ce to deliver the food to the local 
Manna House, according to Gladeewater Post Master David Knowles 
and food drive coordinator David Smith.

The need for food donations is great. Currently, more than 42 million 
Americans are unsure where their next meal is coming from. More than 
12 million are children who feel hunger’s impact on their overall health 
and ability to perform in school. And nearly 5.2 million seniors over age 
60 are food insecure, with many who live on fi xed incomes often too 
embarrassed to ask for help.  The food drive’s timing is crucial. Food 
banks and pantries often receive the majority of their donations during 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday seasons. By springtime, many 
pantries are depleted, entering the summer low on supplies at a time 
when many school breakfast and lunch programs are not available to 
children in need.  Participating in this year’s Letter Carrier Stamp Out 
Hunger Food Drive is simple. Just leave a nonperishable food donation 
in a bag by your mailbox May 13, and your letter carrier will do the rest.
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Congressman
Moran speaks 
to local GOPBy Jim Bardwell

After three years of trying to find the right 
location to build his distiller in Gladewater, 
David Passmore finally got the OK from the 
Gladewater City Council Thursday.

Zoning was the holdup for Passmore, after 
following Thursday’s public hearing at the 
monthly council meeting, his property on E. 
Commerce was rezoned from light industrial 
to oil & gas, which will allow for the  distillery 
to be built and operated.

The rezoning includes property at E. Com-
merce (820 E. Commerce Ave., 1013 E. Com-
merce Ave., 1011 E. Commerce Ave., 812 E. 
Commerce Ave.) and 700 E. Glade Street.

In other business, the council approved a 
resolution which will allow the city to seek a 
Texas Parks and Wildlife - possibly as much as 
$1.25million - for construction at Lake Glade-
water for rehabilitation of docks and ramps and 
other public use areas.

If approved, the city would pay 25% by ap-
propriations or in-kind services, with the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife providing 75% matching for 
the construction costs.

The council also filled several seats on city 
boards, including:

AIRPORT BOARD - Reappointment of Joe 
Wise, Winn King, and Dr. Bert Sharp. 

BEAUTlFICATION BOARD - Vabbie Fort-
son and Farrell Alexander both reappointed. Jon 
Keller resigned from the board. 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS - reappoint-
ment of Dean Simmons, Matt Maines, and 
Harold Wells.  

GEDCO BOARD -Reappointment of Mark 
Carpenter and Jim Bardwell and the appoint-
ment of Danny Darden to fill the seat vacated 
by Laura Talley. 

LAKE BOARD - Reappointment of Sam 
Chenoweth, Crystal Carroum, and Shari 
Midler. Noah Blackmon was named alternate 
member. 

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 
- Reappointment of Jesse Hawkins and Rick 
Maddox. Farrell Alexander was moved from 
alternate member to fill the vacancy left by Ann 
Clay’s departure. 

The council also will hear the annual Glade-
water Police Department “Use of Force Report” 
and  annual Gladewater Police Department 
“Racial Profiling Report.”

(See the full report on the Mirror website)
Following a lengthy executive session, the 

council gave raises the following employees:
1. City Prosecutor Madison Hood was given 

a 5-percent raise on top of her $14,700 salary.
2. City Judge Tim Bryan was given a 5-per-

cent raise on top of his 18,000 salary.
3. City Manager Charlie Smith’s car allow-

ance was increase by $400.
4. City Treasurer Meghan Davis was given 

a $15.000 raise to her current $70,000 salary 
and will take on additional duties of employees 
who are leaving and their slots won’t be filled.

5. City Clerk Judy Van Houten was given 
an $8,000 raise on top of her current $44,500 
salary.

Distillery approved 
by city council

The Texas Senate unanimously approved a $308 billion two-
year budget last week, the Austin American-Statesman reported. 
The next step is to reconcile that budget with one passed earlier 
by the Texas House.

The Senate’s budget funds $10 billion in electric grid reforms, 
provides pay raises to state employees, and devotes more than 
half of its budget to funding education.

“Over the next few weeks, I will be working with my col-
leagues in the Senate and the House to reach a consensus on 
the differences between the two chambers, and I look forward 
to sending the final appropriations bill to Gov. (Greg) Abbott 

Makayla Police won the gold medal in the long jump and Peyton Hunter won 
the bronze medal for the Gladewater Lady Bears.

Photos by Mike Peery

White Oak’s Noah Carter glances over his shoulder at the competition as he 
wins 400m dash easily at the Area Meet in a time of 50.37.

Peyton Hunter takes first place in the 4x100 relay for the Gladewater Lady 
Bears at the area track meet. Her teammates in the 4x100, Kyla Lincoln, 
Makayla  Police, and Kamyrn Floyd also took top honors in the 4x200 relay.

Roughneck pitcher Gavin Jones shut 
out the Gladewater Bears 8-0 while 
striking out 12 and allowing only 3 hits. 
Colton Millwood provided the  power 
for Roughnecks with a homerun and a 
double, driving in 3 runs. See more 
sports inside.        Photo by Mike Peery

Gladewater, White Oak excel at Area Meet

Senate, House begin budget reconciliation process
before the legislative session ends,” state Sen. Joan Huffman, 
R- Houston said in a statement. Huffman chairs the finance 
committee.

The main difference in the two budgets is in how to provide 
property tax relief. The House version dedicates $17.3 billion 
to cutting the annual amount a home’s appraisal can increase, 
from 10% to 5%. 

The Senate budget allocates $16.5 billion for property 
tax relief by increasing the homestead exemption from 
$40,000 to $70,000, with added breaks for homeowners 
65 and older.

MORAN

Emma Nix won the discus event with a throw of 111’ 8” at the Area Meet  
held in White  Oak.  She wil l  be competing at  the Regional  meet  this  
weekend in Whitehouse for a chance to return to the state meet in Austin

Johanna Pennington took the gold medal in the pole vault at the Area  
Meet with a jump of 9’ 9”.

Kyler Priest cleared the bar at 14’ 0” to take top honors in the pole  
vault at the Area Meet. Kyler will be joined by teammates Kirkland Cobb  
and Grayson Thompson to compete at the Regional meet held in Whitehouse  
this weekend for a chance to go to the state meet.

Makayla Police won the gold medal in the Long Jump and Peyton Hunter the  
bronze medal for the Lady Bears.

Noah Carter glances over his shoulder at the competition as he wins 400m  
dash easily at the area meet in a time of 50.37. Mitchell Carter finished 2nd in both hurdle events 
at the area track meet.

Peyton Hunter takes first place in the 4x100 relay for the Lady Bears at  
the area track meet.  Her teammates in the 4x100, K. Lincoln, Makayla  
Police, and K. Floyd also took top honors in the 4x200 relay.

By Phillip Williams
Freshman U.S. Rep. Nathaniel 

Moran (R-Tyler) told a Gladewater 
audience Monday night that saying 
“there’s a real problem with China” 
is the “understatement of the year.”

Foreign affairs was among several 
issues Moran 
discussed in 
a 54-minute 
presentation 
to the monthly 
mee t ing  o f 
the Cherokee 
Rose Republi-
can Women’s 
Club. About 
40 persons, in-

cluding several judges from area state 
appellate courts, attended the public 
meeting at The Blue Byrd Room. 

“We do not want a military con-
flict with China,” said Moran, who 
took office in January after serving 
as Smith County judge. “We need to 
flex our muscle” with diplomacy and 
“economics” since “economics drives 
foreign policy.”

He explained that China is building 
coal plants and water facilities “all 
over the world,” causing nations to 
shape their foreign policy around that 
country--something the United States 
doesn’t want.

Referring to speculation that China 
will attempt to take Taiwan, Moran 
said Taiwan is important partly be-
cause China taking it gives China 
semi-conductors. (According to 
Google, semi-conductors control and 
manage “the flow of electric current 
in electronic equipment and devices,” 
and is essential to nearly all sectors 
of the economy, ranging from autos 
and clean energy to medical devices.)

In addition,Taiwan matters because 
80% of the goods shipped around 
the world go through the straits of 
Taiwan, the congressman said.

America “can’t let China dominate 
this world because China is a Godless 
nation” which would like to “squeeze 
South Korea out of business,” Moran 
contended. Thus, the United States 
needs “military preparation so we 
don’t have to have military action,” 
he said.

Still, Taiwan has paid the U.S. for 
billions of dollars of military equip-
ment that “we can’t give to them,” 
Moran said. Since America is provid-
ing weapons to Ukraine, he added, he 
has been asking why the U.S. hasn’t 
done so for Taiwan.

Concerning another issue--illegal 
immigration--Moran said he intro-
duced a bill to “heighten penalties” 
for overstaying the time allowed to 
remain in the U.S. on visas, which 
the 911 hijackers did. That pro-
posal became part of another bill and 
passed, he noted. He also said a House 
committee had approved a “border 
security omnibus” bill, and that he 
was among those trying to put some 
of former President Donald Trump’s 
executive orders into law.

As for illegal immigrants, Moran 
said, “You either gotta detain people 
or you gotta return them.”

Concerning the political scene, 
the congressman predicted “We 
will get a Republican President 
in 2024.” As for who the party’s 
nominee will be, said Moran, “You 
guys pick who you want. I’m not 
gonna weigh in on it.”
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Gavyn Jones scores the winning run from 2nd base after an infield pop up  was dropped by Mineola. The 
Roughnecks defeated the Yellow Jackets 3-2 in the one game series for the Area playoffs. White Oak trailed 
2-0 going into the sixth inning but rallied to tie the game 2-2 and then won it in the bottom of the seventh inning.

Photo by Mike Peery

Floyd brings 
home silver 

at state meet
It was a successful trip to the 

state track and field meet for Glade-
water on Thursday, May 11th as 
they were able to come home with 
some hardware.

Kamryn Floyd finished second 
in the 3A girls 200 with a time of 
24.24. She finished behind Univer-
sal City Randolph’s Taylor Nunez. 
It the second year in a row that 
Floyd has medaled. 

The Gladewater relay team also 
made the trip down to Austin to 
compete in the 4x100 relay, but 
were unfortunately disqualified and 
were unable to finish. 

But it was still a huge achieve-
ment for them to make it to the 
state meet.

By Tyler Sutton
The White Oak Roughnecks baseball team had a 

winner-take-all situation on Thursday, May 11  as they 
played their second round playoff game against the 
Mineola Yellowjackets at Mike Carter field in Tyler. 
An error with two outs in the bottom of the seventh 
inning allowed Gavyn Jones to score to give White 
Oak a 3-2 win in the one-game playoff.

Mineola scored two runs in the top of the second 
inning and led 2-0 most of the way. White Oak scored 
two runs in the bottom of the sixth to tie the game 
before winning in the seventh. Braydon Alley had a 
single and an RBI for Mineola. Spencer Joyner allowed 
three runs — one earned —on four hits with seven 
strikeouts and five walks in 6.2 innings. Davis Toliver 
led White Oak with two hits, including a double. Jones 
allowed two runs on three hits with eight strikeouts in 
eight innings. Landyn Grant allowed no runs on two 
hits with five strikeouts and no walks in 2.2 innings.

The Roughnecks now advance to the regional quar-
terfinal round of the playoffs and a matchup with the 
Harmony Eagles. The Roughnecks will play Game 
1 Thursday 7 p.m. at Marshall High School, Game 
2 Friday 6:30 p.m. at Whitehouse High School, and 
Game 3 (if needed) Saturday at 6 p.m. at Longview 
High School.

WO Roughnecks 
advance in playoffs

White Oak High School Departmental Award Winners were presented last week, along with many other awards (See more photos inside) Front Row: Casen-Scott 
Cooper (Education & Training, Jordan Crum (Math, Science), Caroline Sandlin (Health Science), Sydney Caraway (Business), Trinity Noll (Suzanne Bardwell 
Journalism Award for the Gauger), Addison Clinkscales (Suzanne Bardwell Journalism Award for Yearbook), Danielle Lowery (Culinary Arts). Back Row: Fiona 
Rolland (Art), Bailey Cooper (Plant Science), Levi Kohl (Computer Science), Corbyn Fryant (Agricultural Mechanics), Caleb Maxted (Social Studies, Fire 
Academy), Mykey Feldhauser (Health), Emma Hill (English), Anna Iske (Debate)

Photo by Mike Peery

Appraisals draw ire of property owners
By Phillip Williams

The Upshur County Appraisal 
District’s major increases in indi-
viduals’ taxable property valua-
tions drew a storm of protests last 
week from a crowd of dozens in a 
standing-room-only meeting of the 
district’s board of directors.

Because of the way the agenda at 
the May 9 gathering was worded, 
board Chairman Brandon Dodd 
informed attendees at the outset 
the board couldn’t respond to their 
comments, “but we do understand 
your concerns.”

“Reach your (state) legislators 
to make the changes you want to 
see,” he said after hearing from 

numerous citizens.
The crowd of at least about 50 

(counting the five board members 
present) stood in the foyer and 
outside of the district’s office in 
Gilmer since the board’s meeting 
room was too small to accommo-
date it. At one point, an ambulance 
arrived when someone evidently 
became ill. 

Upshur County Sheriff Larry 
Webb was among law officers who 
were present during the peaceful, 
but heated protest from several 
taxpayers in Gilmer. The board and 
the appraisal district itself don’t set 
tax rates, which are determined by 
such entities as the county com-

missioners court, city councils 
and school boards, and are based 
on valuations.

During the midst of the com-
ments, Gilmer ISD Superintendent 
Rick Albritton explained that the 
state government regulates the 
appraisals, and urged those pres-
ent to contact State Senator Bryan 
Hughes, and State Representatives 
Cole Hefner and Jay Dean.

He also urged filing protests 
of valuations with the appraisal 
district’s Appraisal Review Board, 
which is separate from the board of 
directors that heard the comments 
last week.

“The tax law and the way things 

work at the state level are very 
complex,” Albritton said. “All 
taxable property is appraised at its 
market value as of January first.”

He said that as property values 
increase, the school district gets 
more local tax revenue from that, 
and the state government reduces 
its aid to schools. “That’s a prob-
lem” which needs addressing, the 
superintendent said.

Still, the state requires a certain 
“effort” at local taxation and “our 
values did not meet muster,” caus-
ing Gilmer ISD to lose $1.7 million 
in state aid last year, Albritton said.

The first citizen to address the 
board, Kevin Honeycutt, drew 
responses of “ohhhh” from the 
audience when he said his land 
value was raised from $162,000 to 
$933,000.

“What are you going to do to 
that $300,000 house (he owns) next 
year?” if this was done to vacant 
land, he asked.

Raymond Wright complained 
that “We’re all scared to death of 
these appraisal prices,” saying the 
district raised his house’s value by 
$105,000.

“I’m 74 years old. Retired,” 
Wright said, asking where he would 
get the money to pay higher taxes 
when he can hardly pay current 
ones. He asserted that “a lot of this 
is just misunderstanding” and “very 
disturbing.”

Don McNamee complained 
there was lots of information about 
the valuation hikes, but “(I) don’t 
understand half of it.” Noting his 
property value had been raised 
from $34,000 up to $67,000, he 
argued “it just doesn’t make any 
sense,” nor does comparing local 
values to those in Dallas.

Anna Iske
WOHS Historian

Alexandra Palmer
WOHS Salutatorian

Anna Iske
WOHS Historian

Graduation Ceremonies
May 20, 2023, 11 AM

Maude Cobb Conv. Center
100 Grand Blvd. 

Longview
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Clock ticking 
on moving bills

The clock is ticking on getting 
bills out of the House and to the 
Texas Senate, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
warned last week in a story in the 
Austin American-Statesman. Pat-
rick presides over the Senate and 
is worried many bills that have 
made it out of House committees 
but have not gone before the full 
chamber will not be considered 
before the session ends.

“I previously expressed concern 
the House was far behind in the 
passage of bills and a train wreck 
was coming,” Patrick tweeted. At 
that time, more than 1,100 bills 
had made it out of committee but 
still had not been set on the House 
calendar. All bills must meet a May 
11 deadline for a second reading 
to be further considered for fi nal 
passage.

House Speaker Dade Phelan did 
not comment on Patrick’s concern 
but has put that chamber on a six-
day work schedule for the rest of 
the session.

Poll: Raise minimum 
age for gun purchases

A new poll released by the Texas 
Politics Project at the University 
of Texas at Austin indicates three-
fourths of Texans polled said they 
support raising the minimum age to 
purchase a fi rearm from 18 to 21, 
the Texas Standard reported.

“That included 91% of Demo-
crats and 64% of Republicans,” 
Joshua Blank, director of research, 
said. “This is a consistent fi nding, 
to be quite honest. We’ve asked 
this question before. We’ve asked 
similar questions. So, there’s an 
appetite in some ways for stricter 
gun laws in Texas. It’s just not 
something that is politically palat-
able in the process that we have.”

Allred to challenge 
Cruz for Senate seat

A three-term Dallas-area con-
gressman is seeking the Demo-
cratic nomination for U.S. Senate 
in hopes of facing off against 
incumbent Republican Sen. Ted 
Cruz next year. The Dallas Morn-
ing News reported last week that 
U.S. Rep. Colin Allred, D-Dallas, 
is seeking the nomination. He 
released a video blasting Cruz for 
hiding in a supply closet during 
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the 
U.S. Capitol, and for leaving Texas 
weeks later for a Cancun vacation 
during the statewide electricity 
crisis caused by Winter Storm Uri.

May is Motorcycle 
Awareness Month
Thousands of Texas motorcy-

clists are seriously injured or killed 
in crashes every year, the Texas 
Department of Transportation 
reports. In 2022, 562 motorcycle 
riders were killed, an 8% increase 
over the previous year.

“People on motorcycles are more 
vulnerable on our roadways,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc 
Williams. “It’s important for driv-
ers to pay extra attention and look 
out for motorcycles — especially 
at intersections, when turning in 
front of oncoming traffi c and while 
changing lanes. We all want to get 
home safe.”

During May, which is Motor-
cycle Awareness Month, drivers 
are urged to observe these safety 
precautions:

● Stay alert. Even a momentary 
distraction, such as answering a 
phone call or changing the radio 
station, can have deadly conse-
quences.

● Pay special attention at inter-
sections. That is where one-third of 
motorcycle fatalities occur.

● Take extra care when making 
left turns. Always assume motor-
cycles are closer than they appear.

● Stay back and maintain a safe 
following distance.

● Slow down and observe 
posted speed limits.

Feeding the body and the soul ...
The National Association of Letter Carriers will be conducted its 31st annual national 
food drive on Saturday, May 13 with Letter Carriers joining forces with community 
leaders and others to help fight hunger in East Texas and throughout the country. The 
Stamp Out Hunger® Food Drive, the country’s largest single-day food drive, provides 
residents with an easy way to donate food to those in need in the community. Residents 
are encouraged to leave a sturdy bag containing non-perishable foods next to their 
mailbox prior to the time of regular mail delivery on May 13. Then letter carriers will take 
care of the rest. Life can deal ordinary hard working people very difficult hands. Millions 
of Americans live in challenging situations, uncertain of where their next meal will come 
from or if it will come at all. This is a way of giving back and hope to neighbors.
Last week - Gladewater Mayor Scott Owens led local citizens in observing the National 
Day of Prayer held at the downtown Gladewater War Memorial. He was joined by city and 
community leaders in prayers to uplift the country and pursue a just and honorable path 
for all Americans.               Courtesy photos

The coveted White Oak High School “Joe Roughneck Award” - for the best all-around male athlete and “Ladyneck Award” 
- for the best all-around female athlete - were presented to Noah Carter and Anna Iske at the recently held athletic award 
banquet. White Oak coaches Morgan High and Coach Richard Burks made the presentation. (See more award recipients 
inside)                 Photos by Mike Peery 

In Saturday’s White Oak ISD 
School Trustee Place 3 election, 
Stephanie McKinney won with 
428 (75.35%), beating challenger 
Aaron Combs, who garnered 140 
votes (24.65%).

Incumbents Lance Noll, Place 5, 
and David Trest, Place 4, were un-
opposed. Noll received 506 votes 
and Trest received 492.

The cities of White Oak and 
Gladewater and Gladewater ISD 
had no contested races and did not 
told May 6th elections.

McKinney wins 
seat on WOISD 
school board

Fly-In
JJn us ff High-Flying Fun!

Sattday, May 20th, 2023

Gladewatt Municipal AApft
8am - 1pm

Vintage Planes Lunch at nnn
Fun ff the whhe family!

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 

Office arrested 13 suspects on various charges in April, Sheriff Larry 
Webb announced Friday.

Details of the arrests, contained in a monthly report compiled by 
sheriff’s Lt. Gary Shirley, were as follows, and all defendants were 
taken to the county jail in Gilmer, Webb said:

A 34-year-old Gladewater woman was arrested April 11 on a 
charge of misdemeanor possession of marijuana after the unit 
stopped her vehicle at the intersection of U.S. 271  and Pacal Road.

The SIU was performing drug interdiction in the East Mountain 
area, and seized fewer than two ounces of the drug.

Trevor Neal McCurry, 19, of Gilmer was arrested April 13 on two 
Upshur County felony warrants charging him with violating proba-
tion he was serving for indecency with a child.

After being assigned to find him, the unit arrested McCurry at 

Man arrested for pot, another 
for tresspassing at school

‘This is going to be a game-changer for East Texas’
By James Draper

In a few years, an East Texas will be able to hop on pas-
senger rail here and go West to DFW and beyond to the coast, 
East to Meridian, Mississippi, and beyond to Atlanta, Georgia.

It’s been a long time coming – almost 20 years of negotia-
tions, advocacy and some arm twisting – but a coalition of 
East Texas elected officials on Tuesday announced the I-20 
Corridor Intercity Passenger Rail Service is on the federal 
drawing board.

“It’s extremely important. They’ve looked at all kinds of 
different wants to go around us, but they’ve decided this is the 
way to go,” Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt told local, regional, 
state and federal representatives gathered alongside members 
of the media in Longview’s Depot/Multi-Modal Transporta-
tion Center Dec. 19. “This marks a significant milestone for 
the long-advocated rail connection between Dallas-Fort Worth 
and Atlanta, Georgia.”

The Federal Railroad Administration designated the stretch 

in its FY22 Corridor Identification and Development Program. 
Part of a broader effort to connect the United States’ East 

Coast with the West via passenger rail, the regional route passes 
through Mineola, Longview, Marshall and into Northern Loui-
siana, a single path between DFW and Meridian.

“The east-west connection across our southern region will 
bring significant benefits to both urban and rural areas,” Stoudt 

JANUARY
Gladewater began 2023 celebrating its 150th 

anniversary. The sesquicentennial celebration 
lasted all year with various annual events and 
celebrations tweaked to include the city’s long 
history which began in the summer of 1873 
as the Texas Pacific Railroad began the push 
westward from Longview.

To meet the water needs of the trains, a stop 
was planned in the vicinity of the Sabine River 
and the Point Pleasant Community. The new 
community, which was named Gladewater, 
was created from lands purchased from Jarred 
Dean and Anderson White.

Also in January, Sean Denison, 29, from 
Louisiana, who had been arrested for alleged 
public intoxication earlier in the day, was found 
hanged in his Gladewater Police Department 
jail cell on evening of Jan. 20. The Texas Rang-
ers were called in to conduct the investigation, 
which is standard procedure. 

FEBRUARY
The top story as February began involved 

the investigation of a private, single-engine 
plane that crashed as it was approaching the 
Gladewater Municipal.

Officials said that the crash happened near 
Carter Road and Highway 271, south of the 
airport in a swampy area and heavy timber. All 
four people in the plane were taken to a nearby 
hospital for treatment of minor injuries.

Officials said the Beechcraft F35 Bonanza 
aircraft, registered to Danny Downing, came to 
rest in a pond 0.5 mile short of the runway and 
the passengers were able to exit the plane and 
were on the wings of the plane when emergency 
crews arrived at the location.

Late in February, several hundred GHS 
alumni turned out on a Saturday for a walk 
down memory lane at the old senior/junior high 
school on Melba Street.

While many whose hair that has gone from 
black to gray strolled the halls at a slightly 
slower pace with old classmates, no doubt fond 
memories were as vivid as the day they were 
born. Alumni from classes going as far back as 
the 1940s were given a wonderful opportunity 
to walk the halls one last time.

The school was sold a few months earlier and 
the new owners – who plan to revitalize the old 
school, invited former students to enjoy a day 
at their old stomping grounds.

MARCH
White Oak news got the month of March off 

to a good start with the announcement that the 
White Oak ISD school board welcomed its new 
Roughneck Head Football Coach and Athletic 
Director Michael Ludlow, who took over for 
Coach/AD Kris Iske, who retired at the end of 
this school year after nine seasons as the head 
football coach and athletic director for the White 
Oak Roughnecks. 

That same week, the White Oak Fire De-
partment celebrated receiving its new Pierce 
fire engine last Tuesday. The new engine took 
about a year and a half to be delivered since it 
was custom built and will replace the previous 
main engine which was aging out and parts 
were getting hard to find.

WOVFD firefighters took part in a long-
standing tradition called the “push-in” ceremo-
ny, which pays respect to fire departments from 
a time before there were motorized vehicles and 
were pulled by horses.

Just a week later, White Oak ISD trustees 
named Dr. William Paul its lone finalist for 
superintendent. Paul, who was the Windthorst 
ISD superintendent, replaced  Brian Gray, 
who retired over the Christmas holidays. Gray 
became superintendent in 2020, replacing Mike 
Gilbert.

The month ended on a positive note as Jon 
Keller and Judy Van Houten were honored at 
the 92nd Annual Gladewater Chamber of Com-
merce banquet with the “Man of the Year” and 
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WILL WORSHIP
Religions include two different extremes: making laws God has not made and 

setting aside laws that God has made. Both are wrong. In Col. 2: 16-23 Paul warned 
against man-made rules. Many feel that they can worship God any way they de-
sire so long as they are sincere and mean well. In Col.2: 22 Paul speaks of:  “the 
precepts and doctrines of men.” In verse 23 he says these things have a show 
of wisdom in “will worship” or “self-made religion,” and humility but are of no 
value. Will-worship is to worship God after one’s own will and desires. Jesus said: 
“And in vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men” (Matt. 15: 9). 

   God’s word is supreme and obligatory. To put human authority (doctrines and 
commandments of men) on equality with God’s authority is to bring God’s author-
ity down on an equality with man’s authority. In Lev. 10: 1-2 Nadab and Abihu 
were consumed with fi re from the Lord because they offered strange (profane) fi re 
before Him, WHICH HE HAD NOT COMMANDED THEM! Their problem was 
“will-worship” i. e., doing what they desired instead of doing what GOD COM-
MANDED! Romans 14: 4 says these happenings in the Old Testament were written 
for our learning. It is not up to us to worship God according to our own choice, 
without authority from Him. To set up any commandment of men, and honor it as 
a command of God, is wrong. To obey His commandment is to do His will and 
everything else is mere “will-worship.”  

 Think on these things.

   Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com. 

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

THE ECONOMIST
The recent United Nations Climate Conference in Dubai, 

known as COP28, ended with a historic agreement that, for 
the fi rst time, mentions transitioning away from fossil fuels. 
More than 190 nations were represented at the event. Al-
though the language regarding reduction in the future use of 
oil, natural gas, and coal is notable, it is far from a mandate. 

Major producers (OPEC+ and oth-
ers) naturally resist decreased use of 
petroleum. Production and exports in 
some cases account for the vast major-
ity of business activity, and it is diffi cult 
to contemplate eliminating the goose 
which is laying the golden eggs. 

Countries with rapidly developing 
economies (including China and India) 
have also been reluctant to curtail usage, 
as such fuels are helping to enhance 

growth while improving living standards. Demand for energy 
around the world is expanding, and affordable and reliable 
power is essential in lifting billions of people from extreme 
poverty. If you just peruse the numbers, there’s not a realistic 
way to get there without using fossil fuels for the foreseeable 
future under a vast array of assumptions regarding business 
activity, energy prices, and carbon reduction technology. 

On the other hand, some nations wanted an agreement 
calling for fossil fuels to be phased out entirely despite the 
impracticality of such a pattern. After intense negotiations, 
a compromise was forged. 

The COP28 agreement leaves countries considerable fl ex-
ibility regarding how they achieve climate goals, and it’s 
certainly not going to eliminate fossil fuels usage. However, 
valid scientifi c research clearly indicates that we have a le-
gitimate climate crisis and a closing window for addressing 
it. Perspectives differ dramatically, with the pragmatic solu-
tion being to strive to both assure adequate energy supplies 
and aggressively address environmental concerns. 

Clearly, fossil fuels must be produced and consumed 
responsibly and with the lowest carbon footprint possible. 
Fortunately, Texas is not only a leader in oil and gas, but also 
in lower-carbon oil and gas and in technologies to reduce the 
carbon footprint further at every stage of production. The 
state also continues to embrace wind and solar power, as 
well as emerging alternatives such as hydrogen. Additionally, 
Texas is prominent in carbon capture and other initiatives to 
effectively address climate issues. 

The COP28 agreement is certainly historic and could have 
a profound and positive impact. However, we must keep it 
in perspective and recognize it does not remotely suggest 
that fossil fuel usage is about to diminish. In fact, recent 
projections from our fi rm, the Department of Energy, and 
others suggest that we will be using more fossil fuels in 2050 
than today. Energy to support global prosperity and a livable 
planet are both laudable (indeed, indispensable) goals. We 
can (and must) achieve both! 

Stay safe!

COP28 ...

The Best of The Best of 
Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

The trash is overfl owing. The fridge is jam-packed with 
leftovers. And there is much to be done to get ‘Christmas’ 
packed away. What if we didn’t pack it all away? What if 
we held on to the things that make Christmas joyful, sacred 
and precious?

Of course we won’t. We will get too busy, too stressed and 
too pressed for time to hold the sacred in our hearts in such 
a way that we share the gifts of Christmas with the folks we 
rub shoulders with every day.

What if we committed to a better self. Maybe we should 
go on a social media diet. We certainly could use a little more 
kindness in our hearts and in our world. Maybe that would 
be easier if we weren’t spending too much of our time look-
ing at a screen and pon- tifi cating on our, oh so important, 
righteous opinions.

What if we tried, really hard to just treat other people with 
respect? Of course, we would need to embrace the concept 
that we should “treat others the way we want to be treated”. 
We can’t assume to know what other people believe, know 
and act upon based on our judgment. So maybe we ought 
to hook onto that lovely but diffi cult concept of “judge not 
lest you be judged”.

What a wonderful world it would be if we just followed 
those 2,000 year old instructions. Maybe they should be on 
our resolution list for 2019.

I have a few gifts I would like to share with you in the 
Spirit of Christmas. Unwrap them, use them, don’t put them 

It really is a wonderful life!

in that special drawer to be savored some day in the far 
distant future only to be lost in the chaos of life. These gifts 
are for today, and every day, and

they are for you.
I wish for you:
—a sense of wonder your whole life though so that life 

is ever new,
—the realization that the joys of life and good health are 

not found in things and wealth.
Along with your health may you always keep
The knowledge that to see, and hear, to walk and talk, 

and think
are miracles, gifts, not a promise that is cheap.
I wish for you love and the ability not to take it for 

granted, Whether it is a mate, a child or friend,
For we must remember that hearts are the hardest things 

to mend.
And, fi nally, when you are overwhelmed with the cares 

and problems of this life,
May someone remind you that it really is

A WONDERFUL LIFE!

Coumn from 2018

Gary Borders Gary Borders 
Capital Capital HighlightsHighlights

Legal groups sue to stop immigration law
The ink was barely dry on a law signed by Gov. Greg Abbott 

that makes unauthorized entry into the United States a state crime 
before a lawsuit was fi led by civil rights groups and El Paso 
County challenging its constitutionality. The Austin American-
Statesman reported the suit was fi led in an Austin federal court 
by the ACLU and two immigrant advocacy groups on behalf 
of the county. 

The complaint says Texas Senate Bill 4, passed in the recently 
concluded fourth special session, is “patently illegal” and that it 
violates “the federal government’s exclusive immigration powers 
and the sensitive foreign policy implications of these powers.” 
The law is set to go into effect on March 5.

SB4 allows any Texas law enforcement offi cer to arrest people 
who are believed to have entered the country illegally. Once in 
custody, they could either agree to leave the U.S. or face prosecu-
tion on misdemeanor charges of illegal entry. 

“These laws will help stop the tidal wave of illegal entry into 
Texas, add additional funding to build more border wall, and crack 
down on human smuggling,” Abbott said after signing the bill.

Border Patrol banned from cutting razor wire
An appeals court has ordered the Border Patrol to stop cutting 

razor wire installed by Texas offi cials, The Dallas Morning News 
reported. The 5th Circuit Court of Appeals reversed a lower court 
ruling that gave federal authorities the legal right to remove the 
fencing, which federal offi cials said had been done to prevent 
injuries to migrants. The state contended, however, that federal 
agents were removing the concertina wire simply to let migrants 
enter Texas without notifi cation. 

Col. Steve McCraw, Texas Department of Public Safety direc-
tor, said the state agrees that the wire should be cut in cases of 
emergency.

“We’re doing it to go rescue somebody,” he said. “We’re not 
doing it to allow a large number of migrants to enter between the 
ports of entry. We want them to go to the ports of entry.”

Texas has lowest gas prices in country
Gasoline prices in the state are at their lowest level in nearly 

three years, according to AAA. The current average is $2.57 a 
gallon — the lowest average gas price in the nation, according 
to a Texas Standard report. Matt Smith, an energy analyst for 
Kpler (stet), warned Texans that higher prices are likely during 
the holiday period. 

AAA is projecting 104 million travelers are driving at least 50 
miles to their holiday destinations, while air traffi c is expected 
to be the busiest ever, with 7.5 million air travelers this holiday 
season.

Smith said a number of factors, including unrest in Yemen and 
the Middle East, could cause oil prices to rise, leading to higher 
gas prices in the future.

“We’ve seen a lot of bearishness that has pushed these prices to 
multi-month lows here; we may be at the point now where we’re 
seeing a bit of a turnaround going forward here,” Smith said.

ERCOT chief: Grid is ready for winter
The chief of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas told his 

board last week that added power generation will be suffi cient 
this winter, despite population growth and lower output from 
wind power turbines because of less wind velocity. 

“We are as ready as we have ever been to deal with the chal-
lenges of the winter season,” ERCOT chief Pablo Vegas told 
the board.

The Statesman reported Vegas’ statement of confi dence in 
the grid comes just three weeks after ERCOT warned much of 
the state could face rolling blackouts starting next month, most 
likely in the early morning hours before solar generating facili-
ties can be utilized. 

“In the wintertime, the peak of the system tends to happen in 
the early morning hours as people are starting to wake up at 7 
a.m., 8 a.m.,” Vegas said. “It’s still cold from an overnight winter 
cold. And we don’t yet have the resources like solar resources on 
the system at that point in time.”

Vegas said 800 new projects have been added to the grid in the 
past year. ERCOT’s chief meteorologist  is predicting a milder 
than usual winter for much of the state.

Amount of state in drought declines
Drought conditions across Texas are declining, with 43% of the 

state in some stage of drought at the end of November — down 
22 percentage points from the end of October and 42 percentage 
points from early September.

“Despite the improvements on the landscape, our statewide 
surface water supply reservoirs haven’t seen a lot of recovery 
yet,” Mark Wentzel, hydrologist with the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board, wrote in his monthly report. “That’s not unexpected. 
Compared to the landscape, our water supply systems take longer 
to respond to drought.”

The surface water systems most adversely affected are clus-
tered in Central and South Texas, which are still experiencing 
drought conditions. Also still in severe-to-extreme drought are 
far West Texas counties and a scattering of counties in Deep 
East Texas.

State leads nation in population increases
Texas’ population grew more than any other state in the country, 

up nearly half a million people, according to the recent census 
estimate. The Texas Tribune reported the population growth is 
centered in the state’s cities. Nearly 70% of the state’s residents 
live in the four largest metro areas — Houston, San Antonio, 
Austin, and Dallas-Fort Worth.

While the state had the largest total increase in population, two 
other states had higher growth rates than the 1.6% recorded here 
— South Carolina and Florida. The South accounted for 87% 
of the country’s population growth in the latest census estimate.



 THE GLADEWATER MIRROR | THURSDAY, DEC. 28, 2023 3A

Continued from Page 1

ROLL YOUR 
OWN 

CIGARETTES
STARTING AT:

$14.99/
CARTON

11 EAST TEXAS LOCATIONS
MAIL ORDERS WELCOME:

903-2    -480800

‘This is going to be a game 
changer for East Texas’

said. “This is going to be a game-changer for East Texas in the 
years ahead. All citizens who call East Texas home will benefi t 
from this.

“It’s economic development, going forward.”
Marion County Judge Leward LaFleur is chairman of the East 

Texas Rural Transportation Planning Organization, affi liated 
with East Texas Council of Governments.

“This is an early Christmas gift for our region,” LaFleur said 
last week. “The other routes that were looked at just weren’t 
doable. They would cost a signifi cant amount of money.

“East Texas is the perfect route for this project, allowing the 
development of new services to align on existing infrastructure.”

A joint application to the Federal Railroad Administration 
submitted by the Southern Rail Commission secured a $500,000 
grant – with no matching funds component – to complete Step 
1 of the project. That includes further development of the scope 
of the effort, a schedule and cost estimates.

Right now, there’s no timetable, said Harrison County Judge 
Richard Anderson, a standout advocate for the intercity pas-
senger rail effort alongside his wife, Christina.

“This is a transportation alternative. This is an economic 
development issue,” Anderson said. “A half-a-million is a lot 
of money, but in the greater scheme it is not.

“The most important aspect of this is it puts us in line with the 
Federal Railroad Administration designation to receive money” 
for Step 2, completion of the service development plan, and Step 
3, actual implementation of the project.

It’s incremental, he said, echoing LaFleur, and each step must 
be completed in turn over time.

“This gets our name in the hat, it gets us in the line in order 
to be able to access this. That’s a generational investment.”

For 17 years, a coalition of county judges, mayors, elected 
offi cials and grassroots advocates have fueled the project which, 
upon completion, would see passenger trains operating at 79 to 
125 miles per hour between the connected cities.

“Instead of fi ghting the horrifi c traffi c in DFW and I20 in 
spots between here and there,” LaFleur said, “you can jump 
on a rail car in Marshall, Texas, and be in downtown Dallas in 
an hour and 20 minutes, get in an Uber and go wherever you 
want and be back that day.

“It’s a bar none great thing.”
A feasibility study for the concept was completed with Am-

trak in the past, LaFleur noted, giving the latest push a jump 
start. Stoudt thanked Amtrak for years of partnership with East 
Texas’ communities. 

“We look forward to the continued collaborative efforts go-
ing forward.”

Not everybody can afford to fl y in an airplane, he added later. 
Not everyone can afford the upkeep on a car.

“A train is much more adaptable to the lifestyle they have.”
According to Stoudt, there are no land acquisitions antici-

pated, with plenty of right-of-way along the existing rail route, 
much of which is already double-tracked.

Cost estimates are still in the ether, and implementation could 
be a 10 years off, 15 or more.

The important thing: “They have formalized the route,” 
Stoudt said, straight through East Texas. “Up until two days 
after Thanksgiving, there were other areas they were looking 
at and other routes possibly going north of here.

It’s a big deal for everyone in the region, said ETCOG Execu-
tive Director David Cleveland. 

“It’s gives all the residents in East Texas another alternative 
transportation between the East coast and West coast,” he said. 
As far as economic development, “Especially if you’re a manu-
facturer, you’re looking for these transportation options that can 
get your product to market as fast as possible. 

For residents, “If you have looked at the ticket price, it’s 
pretty inexpensive as opposed to driving your own vehicle. 
It also reduces congestion on I20 which should reduce traffi c 
fatalities as well.”

By James Draper
Earlier this month, the Texas Water Development Board 

approved fi nancial assistance of almost $2.8 million for 
the City of Gladewater for planning, design and construc-
tion a local water system improvements.

On Thursday, Gladewater City Council members 
unanimously-approved the selection of three fi rms to 
move the project forward.

Seeking proposals, “We only received one for bond 
counsel, one engineering fi rm and one fi nancial advisor,” 
Gladewater City Manager Charlie Smith said. “We only 
received three, in that order, and that’s what we chose.

“We’ve done business with all of these guys before.”
The council’s unanimous vote chose McCall Parkhurst 

& Horton LLP as Bond Counsel, Schaumburg & Polk for 
Engineering Services and Specialized Public Finance Inc. 
for Financial Advisory through the course of the project.

The council also rubber-stamped a rezoning request 
during their Dec. 21 meeting and updated the roster of 
the city’s Charter Review Committee.

In a public hearing on the residential-to-commercial 
rezoning of 426 S. Tyler, City Hall’s Al Harrison noted 
the spot is adjacent to Gladewater’s Public Works De-
partment.

As for the property, “Currently the front half of it is 
zoned commercial, the back half is zoned single-family,” 
and owner Hank Pavlovsky of Valkyrie Holdings wants 
to build two quad-plexes in the rear section. “Seeing as 
how it’s already commercial, which allows him to do 
multi-family,” Harrison said, “we fi gured it was a better 
option, and for resale in the future, to have the whole lot 
commercial.”

Pavlovsky will maintain his electrical business on 
the front portion of the space and intends for a property 
management company to oversee tenants.

“That’s going to be good,” council member Rocky 
Hawkins said. “It’ll be more tax revenue.”

The city’s Planning & Zoning Board unanimously-ap-
proved the request before it reached council, and the city’s 
elected offi cials gave unanimous 7-0 approval as well.

The council opted to postpone choosing a law fi rm to 
collect delinquent taxes, aiming to put it on their January 
agenda after an outstanding legal question is addressed.

After a brief discussion, the group unanimously-
approved Gladewater Mirror Publisher Jim Bardwell to 
replace Leon Word on the charter review committee. The 
group includes Mayor Scott Owens in an ex-offi cio role as 
well as former Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp, Gladewater 
ISD Superintendent Dr. Sedric Clark and Sam Cloud.

Already, Owens told the council, the committee has 
identifi ed 12 charter issues: “We’ll have others to come 
and bring to you in January or February for consideration,” 
he said. Several council members said they’ll also be 
submitting notes on proposed charter updates.

Gladewater council 
moves forward on 

$2.8M water project

Gladewater Public Works personnel put the 
city’s new wood chipper to the test last week 
alongside Mayor Scott Owens.

It took about a year and approximately 
$45,000 to manifest (with East Texas Council 
of Governments covering about a third of 
the cost) and the aim’s for the equipment to 
circulate through the community regularly to 
dispose of residents’ limbs and brush.

“That thing is a powerful machine,” Owens 
told council members Dec. 21.

The city will host monthly chipping days 
for anyone with yard debris who arranges a 
visit by the chipper by calling City Hall at 
903-845-2196.

Importantly, “This is not construction mate-

Gladewater Public Works personnel put the city’s new wood chipper to the 
test Wednesday morning alongside Mayor Scott Owens, and they plan to be 
out and about chipping on a monthly basis. Residents should call the city 
at 903-845-2196 to get their home on the rotation then pile their green waste 
for the chipper at the curb so it’s in easy reach — city employees can’t go 
into a homeowners’ yard to pick up the tree debris. Importantly, “This is not 
construction material. It’s not for a commercial operation,” Owens noted. 
That said, in time “Hopefully you’ll be able to come and get free mulch from 
this also.”                  Photo by James Draper

rial. It’s not for a commercial operation,” 
Owens noted. 

That said, “If you have limbs and things 
around your house, if you will cut them up 
and place them near the curb and call City 
Hall, once a month we’re going to be com-
ing by and chipping all this up.

Once they’ve made the call and gotten 
their house on the rotation, homeowners 
should then pile green waste for the chip-
per at the curb so it’s in easy reach — city 
employees can’t go into a resident’s yard 
to pick up the tree debris.

In time, Owens said, “Hopefully you’ll 
be able to come and get free mulch from 
this also.”

City begins cleaning up wood debris

Gladewater’s towering downtown tannenbaum has seen 
its last Christmas.

Don’t fret: The plan’s to have a new community Christmas 
tree in-hand well ahead of the 2024 holiday season, and 
Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s Lois Reed has already 
priced a replacement at about $25,000, including shipping.

She has the pricetag covered, too. In addition to about 
$5,000 Reed’s already raised, an unnamed donor has stepped 
up with an additional $5K, and Gladewater council members 
last month re-upped the city’s $15,000 commitment.

“It’s going to be gorgeous,” Reed told the council last 
month. “I think this would be a nice investment for our 
downtown area.”

In particular, she said, the tree adds to the excitement of 
events like downtown’s annual Holiday Open House in No-
vember and the Gladewater Christmas Parade in December.

The current tree’s showing its age, though.
“At night the tree is beautiful, but during the daytime, 

we’re lacking,” Reed said.
Erecting the central decoration is also becoming more and 

more challenging for city workers as the equipment ages.
Ultimately, council member Teddy Sorrells’ motion to 

approve the $15,000 expense “for a better quality of life” 
was unanimously approved by the council.

Mayor Scott Owens requested Gladewater Economic De-
velopment Corporation help defray the city’s contribution to 
the new tree to the tune of $5,000. After considering the pitch 
during the regular GEDCO board meeting in mid-December, 
the organization’s directors opted to table the issue until a 
fi nalized quote is in-hand.

New downtown Christmas 
tree coming in 2024
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BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist • 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist • 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist • 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 

First Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 
Friendship Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 

Gladeview Baptist • 903-845-3842 
Gladewater Missionary Baptist • 903-845-5174 

Grace Baptist • 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist • 903-845-5174 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist • 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist • 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist • 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church • 903-806-2411 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871

North Loop Church of Christ • 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Christ • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church • 903-845-2306 
CHARISMATIC

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran • 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First Methodist Church Gladewater • 903-845-2565 
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Starrville Methodist • 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist • 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church • 281-682-3397 

NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 
Grace Tabernacle Church • 903-309-8801 

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 

Northside Pentecostal 
Abundant Life Temple • 903-845-6043 

Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) 
PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyterian • 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship 

Gladewater Revival Church 
Living Hope Fellowship • 903-261-2023 

Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 
Union Temple CME Church • 903-845-1050 

OTHER 
Starrville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3220 

Friendship Community Church 
Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195

Pastor Steven Zanjter
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“Woman of the Year” awards.  Also honored were Lois Reed 
with the “Marilyn Godfrey Volunteer Award” and Equipment 
Share was named “Business of Year.” 

“Educator of Year” was Michael Jackson and Matt Smith 
was named “Youth of the Year.” The coveted “Bradley Award,” 
which was presented by Chamber President Lois Reed to those 
who went above and beyond the call of duty for the chamber 
throughout the year went to Elaine Roddy and Aaron Watson.

Gladewater’s four oldest continuous businesses were also 
recognized: The Gladewater Mirror - 95 years, J.O. Williams - 87 
years, Brookshire’s - 75 years, and Shipp’s Marine - 65 years. The 
banquet also recognized the city’s 150th anniversary.

APRIL
Former Bardwellink owner/editor Suzanne Bardwell was 

elected to the Texas Newspaper Hall of Fame in April. Suzanne, 
along with her husband Jim, owned and operated the Gladewater 
Mirror, White Oak Independent and Lindale News & Times. 
She was killed in a car accident on Jan. 7, 2022. Suzanne was 
an award winning and highly respected journalist after a long, 
successful career as a teacher.

MAY
Upshur County taxpayers got upset in May when tax notices 

went out and property values skyrocketed. The Upshur County 
Appraisal District’s major increases in individuals’ taxable prop-
erty valuations drew a storm of protests from a crowd of dozens in 
a standing-room-only meeting of the district’s board of directors.

JUNE
Suzanne Bardwell’s legacy endured in 2023 – look no further 

than the thriving Japanese Maple freshly planted in downtown 
Gladewater. The crimson-leafed tree is not only a tangible 
example of Bardwell’s dedication to beautifying her adopted 
community but also a tribute to her ‘We can do this’ mantra. It’s 
one her colleagues from Gladewater’s Beautifi cation Board re-
membered fondly as they gathered to honor their late chairperson 
alongside family and friends.

“She was our leader and she was our driving force,” said Todd 
Clifton, Austin Bank president and leader of the beautifi cation 
committee. “When Suzanne was determined to do something, 
she was all in. It wasn’t a little bit. She was gung-ho.”

The dam at Lake Gladewater, the community’s only water 
source and a ‘critical asset,’ took front and center in June as the 
dam infrastructure was evaluated.

Local offi cials focused on protecting, maintaining and en-
hancing the lake, but aspects of the dam have been allowed to 
deteriorate across years and decades. Changing administrations, 
staff turnover, evolving priorities, mixed messaging, incomplete 
information – there are a variety of causes, but at least a consensus 
is rising to the surface. Some elements of the dam are now ap-
proaching critical condition. Some, perhaps, are already at that 
point or past it. Considering the whole, there’s a growing sense 
of urgency driving a fresh dialogue among the community’s 
leadership.

In general, the dam has voids in the concrete spillway to leaks 
to slough off the earthen dam to a litany of other needs, large and 
small, that must be tended – some immediately. Offi cials said 
“The focus has been on the fun part of the lake instead of under-
standing that we also have to protect this critical infrastructure. 
It needs a good long-term thought and vision process.”

JULY
A popular retired veteran East Texas fi reman, Jared Scott 

Maddox, was killed, and four persons injured, in an accidental 
explosion of fi reworks and blaze at his rural Upshur County event 
center on Independence Day, July 4.

Maddox was pronounced dead at the scene by Upshur County 
Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace Wyone Manes. Upshur County 
offi cials said Maddox and all the injured were preparing at his 
business, Firehouse 9 Farm and Event Center, for a professional 
fi reworks display that night in Kilgore when the accident oc-
curred.

Also in July, Kimberly Alexander, 61, of White Oak was found 
shot and killed and her husband was arrested and jailed as the 
suspected murderer. James Michael Alexander, Sr’s bond was set 
at $250,000. The 63-year-old man had two shell casings linked to 
his wife’s murder still in his pants pocket when he was arrested 
two days after her body was discovered. 

AUGUST
Both White Oak and Gladewater city councils wrestled with 

service issues in August. For White Oak - after keeping water 
rates as low as possible as long as possible, the future caught up 
with the City of White Oak. Aging infrastructure is pitted against 
growing demand, resulting in water rates to climb.

But basic services cost money and citizens were forced to pay 
more for their water.

And In Gladewater, the issue at hand was trash cans and how 
to get residents to pull them back off the street after trash pick-up. 
Some residents weren’t cooperating with the city’s ordinance, so 
the council set a fi ne of up to $500 if they run afoul of the relevant 
municipal code, but city leaders agreed they haven’t been putting 
any sting behind the regulation. 

Also, on the municipal front – Gladewater Mayor Scott Owens 
proudly announced – as many East Texas mayors did – that the 
city’s 2024 tax rate would be about 10-cents lower than the cur-
rent rate – 0.626978 compared to 0.739089. While that would 
normally be good news, with this year’s property appraisals 
soaring in Gregg and Upshur counties – local taxpayers paid the 
same - if not more taxes - than this year.

On the education front - three local high schools began working 
together with Kilgore College to open the workforce to students 
as soon as they’re ready.

Based at White Oak ISD and ready to serve students from 
both Gladewater and Union Grove as well, the developing KC 
satellite puts dual credit coursework in even easier reach. With 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) options in the mix as 
well, it also emphasizes student safety, sparing them a regular 
commute for their advanced coursework.

SEPTEMBER
Gladewater High School’s Hadassah Balcorta was chosen Miss 

Gregg County on Sept. 14 – just one of a number of crowning 
achievements the past month.

Facing a cacophonous crowd of friends, peers and fans while 
standing beside fellow contestants including Miss White Oak, 
Addison Clinkscales, Balcorta’s white satin sash of Miss Glade-
water was soon complemented by her new regalia, including a 

sparkling tiara. Balcorta was also voted Miss Congeniality by 
her fellow contestants, cheered on by a contingent of Gladewater 
High School students, staffers and parents at the Gregg County 
Fairgrounds.

In addition to Miss Gladewater and Miss Gregg County, Bal-
corta – daughter of Sakkinah and Paul Balcorta – was named 
Gladewater High School’s 2023 Homecoming Balcorta crowned 
Miss Gregg County Queen earlier in the month.

OCTOBER
“You are Gladewater. You showed up. You showed out. You 

showed your heart.” That’s how Education Foundation Gladewa-
ter president Katie Ellis shared the good news to a packed house at 
Tempest Club for the fourth annual fund-raiser’s night’s activities 
that netted about $65,000 for the foundation and its efforts to fuel 
innovation in classrooms throughout the district. The evening’s 
tally included some $16,000 in table sponsorships, almost $6,000 
from sponsors and more than $42,000 in auction proceeds.

In White Oak, city council members gave the green-light to 
the formation of a summer-collegiate team tied to White Oak’s 
ballpark. The team name’s to be determined as the organizers of 
East Texas Sports & Entertainment prepare to reach out to the 
community for ideas. That name, too, is temporary while they 
develop a localized ‘Piney Woods’ moniker, but they’re hitting 
the gas to get things lined up well-ahead of a May 2024 debut.

NOVEMBER
A Gilmer man was charged with capital murder in connection 

with the slayings of two sisters in rural Upshur County. Alvin 
Charles McKnight Jr., 41, fl ed the area and was later arrested in 
California and brought back to Upshur County.

He is charged in the deaths of Mandy Ray, 35, and Dermetrica 
Dashaunda Waters,

37. They were killed at Ray’s residence in the 2800 block of 
U.S. 271 south near Bluebird Road south of Gilmer, authorities 
said.

Laquesha Monique McKnight, 38, of Longview, was arrested 
by Longview police offi cers and bond was set at $500,000 after 
being charged with hindering her brother’s apprehension.

DECEMBER
Greater Longview United Way held its 12th Book Vending 

Machine ribbon-cutting ceremony as part of their Read to Suc-
ceed program, a fi rst for Gladewater ISD, at Gladewater Primary 
School. Read to Succeed is an education initiative of Greater 
Longview United Way dedicated to promoting literacy and a 
love for reading among children in the community. Through in-
novative initiatives like Read to Succeed, the organization aims 
to make books more accessible to children, fostering a lifelong 
passion for learning.

Gladewater Mirror publisher Jim Bardwell has agreed to pay 
to keep the vending machine full of books on behalf of his late 
wife Suzanne, who was a teacher and a passionate reader. Suzanne 
also was instrumental in saving the Gladewater city library after 
an ice/snow storm nearly destroyed it. The library was renamed 
in her honor - Lee-Bardwell Public Library.

Gladewater wrapped up the year with good news - the Texas 
Water Development Board (TWDB) approved fi nancial as-
sistance in the amount $2,791,380 to the City of Gladewater, 
consisting of $850,000 in fi nancing and $1,941,380 in principal 
forgiveness, from the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 
(DWSRF). The city will use the assistance for the planning, 
design, and construction of a water system improvement project. 
In addition to the loan forgiveness, the City could save approxi-
mately $274,000 over the life of the loan by using the DWSRF.
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By Tyler Sutton

“Coot’s Corner”
By Coot Putley

Gladewater, White Oak basketball roundup 

Notice! 
REPUBLIC SERVICES 
garbage pickup will be 

delayed one day all week 
Christmas and New Years  

rc_R� 
 REPUBLIC 

SERVICES 

�'\\ WISHES YOU A HAPPY

PRESS RELEASE

Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation 
Executive Director Michelle 
Palmer's ready to build 
a successful 2024 on the 
gains of 2023.

"We are in the process 
of reviewing the strategic 
plan to update it for the 
next two years," Palmer 
said. "I'm doing a deep 
dive into the strategic plan 
to really break it apart and 
see what is productive, 
what goals we may want to 
pivot toward a new direc-
tion and, now that we have 
a more robust foundation 
than ever, what do we want 
to take away from this?"

Early in the year, GEDCO 
spearheaded a success-
ful Job Shadow Day with 
Kilgore College, putting 
Gladewater High School 
seniors into workplaces 
throughout the community. 
Likewise, February's 'Walk 
Down Memory Lane' event 
gave GISD alumni one last 
chance to tour the old mid-
dle/high school before its 
slated renovations.

"We collaborated with 
Gladewater 150 to be able 
to do that," Palmer said, 
coordinating with the buy-
ers of the historic property. 
"The closure is still pend-
ing, but we're almost there. 
Former students wanted 
to go through and walk 
the building before they 
didn't have the chance. 
We opened it up and gave 
tours throughout the build-
ing on a set path.

"The buyers of the build-
ing actually came in that 
day and brought their fam-
ilies to walk them through 
the building. It was a really 
cool experience."

February also saw the 
launch of the Grow Glade-
water Grant Program and, 
within just a couple of 
months, its first recipient – 
licensed salvage grocer and 
auctioneer Martin Pessink 
successfully applied for and 
received funds to make 
necessary upgrades to 'The 
Sasquatch's Trading Post' 

on Highway 80.
The grant program went 

through its first revision this 
month ahead of, hopefully, 
a stack of applications in the 
new year.

"We're beating the bush-
es looking for people to ap-
ply," Palmer said. "We have 
funds available, and we want 
them to go to qualifying ap-
plicants who are going to put 
the monies to use to better 
our community and enhance 
our economy by investing in 
their properties. That won't 
happen without applicants, 
and it's not a complicated 
application at all."

Spring brought a change 
to the GEDCO board: the 
organization thanked Laura 
Talley for her years of ded-
icated service as a director 
and welcomed a new volun-
teer board member, Danny 
Darden.

Meanwhile, "We had a 
huge emphasis on training 
and education this year," 
Palmer said, as well as net-
working. She completed 
multiple accredited classes 
necessary for certification 
in economic development. 
"I went through two week-
long sessions and have 
acquired more than 80 col-
lege hours," putting her en-
hanced experience to work 
here and in interactions with 
other EDCs through multi-
ple conferences.

"Those have benefited 
us in connections that have 
involved GEDCO in region-
al projects that we wouldn't 
have an open door to oth-
erwise."

For example, in 2023 
GEDCO helped ensure 
Gladewater (through East 
Texas Council of Govern-
ments) was part of a grant 

award from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 
The funds cover the initial, 
Phase I assessment of po-
tential contaminants on the 
site of the former laundro-
mat at 705 W. Upshur Ave.

Another emphasis in 
2023 was promotion and 
education: GEDCO's on-
going sponsored articles 
aim to inform the public 
of the organization's role 
while a new marketing firm 
has expanded the EDC's 
presence on social media. 
The ongoing enhancement 
of GladewaterEDC.com is 
shooting for the same tar-
get as the New Year dawns.

GEDCO has multiple 
ongoing projects in-house, 
coordinating with various 
prospects. One, 'Project 
Big Man Expand' was rati-
fied by the Gladewater City 
Council Dec. 21. Two more 
are in their final stages and 
will likely be announced in 
some form early in '24.

"I have another which is 
an entity collaboration that 
I am eager to get approved 
and get announced at the 
beginning of the year," 
Palmer said. In the mean-
time, the organization will 
continuing educating the 
public about the EDC and 
its activities in order to seed 
more development: "We 
don't want GEDCO to be 
an unknown. We want it 
to be an organization that 
is public-facing, future-for-
ward and transparent.

"I want the public to feel 
comfortable coming to see 
us, asking questions and re-
ferring their friends, associ-
ates and business leaders to 
us to increase the awareness 
of what Gladewater and its 
economy have to offer."

GEDCO's ready to turn the page, 
launch projects for New Year '24

The story goes that Yogi Berra was at 
an Old-Timers Game at Yankee Stadium.  
As the scoreboard displayed the names of 
the New York players who had died, Yogi 
looked at a friend and said, “Boy I hope I 
never see my name up there!”  He sure had 
a way with words.  I was reviewing a list 
of people who passed away in 2023 and 
noticed a large number of baseball players.  
You already know about my admiration for 
Brooks Robinson and what he meant to me; 
I’d like to pay tribute to some others.

As a kid I was a Yankees fan.  Joe Pepi-
tone was a fi rst baseman who was fl ashy 
on and off the fi eld.  It has been reported 
that he was very particular about his hair 
and was the fi rst to bring a blow dryer into 
the locker room.  I was crushed when New 
York was upset by the Pirates in the 1960 
World Series. The Pittsburg shortstop was 
Dick Groat, who also won a Series in 1964 
with the Cardinals.  Groat is one of only 
thirteen in history who played both Major 
League Baseball and in the National Bas-
ketball Association.  Three others from the 
‘64 Cardinals died in 2023 – Tim McCarver, 
Mike Shannon, and Roger Craig.

McCarver was a catcher who was a fa-
vorite receiver for Bob Gibson and Steve 
Carlton.  He entered the Hall of Fame as a 
television Commentator.  Mike Shannon 
was a St. Louis native who played for the 
Cards for nine years and was their radio 
broadcaster for fi fty years.  Roger Craig, 
who had also pitched for the original New 
York Mets team in 1962, went on to become 
a renowned pitching coach and manager.  

Along about this time I was accumulat-
ing a baseball card collection.  I remember 
opening a pack to find Jesus Alou and 
learned that he had two brothers (Felipe 

and Mateo) who were also on the San 
Francisco Giants.  In 1963 they made 
history by playing together in the same 
outfi eld.  That record will probably never 
be broken.

The Oakland A’s helped revolution-
ize the game in the early 70’s.  Sporting 
green and gold uniforms and white shoes, 
they had long hair and sideburns, were 
paid bonuses by their owner to grow 
mustaches and won back-to back-to 
back Championships from ’72 to ’74.  
Their team captain was Sal Bando, who 
later became a general manager for the 
Brewers.  The other player from that 
team who died in 2023 was pitcher Vida 
Blue.  In 1971 he won both the Cy Young 
and Most Valuable Player awards, one of 
only eleven players to accomplish that 
feat.  One of the other ten was Willie 
Hernandez with the Tigers in 1984, who 
also passed away this year.

In 1972, the Washington Senators 
moved to Arlington and became the Texas 
Rangers.  One of their original players 
was catcher Ken Suarez.  After he retired 
from baseball, he lived in Fort Worth and 
was a regular at Ranger alumni events.  
Another legend lost was Frank Howard.  
The “gentle giant” was well known for his 
tremendous power.  He hit the last home 
run by a Senator, and the fi rst home run 
by a Ranger.  The other Texas Ranger 
we lost in 2023 was Pat Corrales, a fan 
favorite who coached and managed in 
the late ‘70’s.

These are just a few highlights from 
the careers of those players.  I am grate-
ful for their contributions to my baseball 
memories.  

That’s one man’s opinion – what’s yours?

Gone But Not Forgotten

Gladewater’s Sasquatch is getting even bigger.
With a bit of help from Gladewater Economic Develop-

ment Corporation, local salvage grocer and auctioneer 
Martin Pessink aims to add an additional 1800 square-
foot building at The Sasquatch’s Trading Post at 701 W. 
Upshur Ave.

Gladewater City Council members signed off on GED-
CO’s ‘Project Big Man Expand’ following a brief closed 
session discussion during their end-of-year session Dec. 21. 
Bottom line, the business will receive a $25,000 incentive 
from the local EDC upon successful completion of some 
key milestones tied to the project.

Pessink was the fi rst recipient of GEDCO’s Grow Glade-
water Grant earlier this year, putting the economic develop-

GEDCO assisting in Sasquatch’s Trading Post’s expansion
ment corporation’s public revenues to use to enhance his 
property and, consequently, enhance the local economy. 
The latest project goes beyond the grant program’s pa-
rameters, however, which prompted Gladewater EDC to 
develop a standard project with the operation.

“The Sasquatch Trading Post is in need of expanding 
their facility to accommodate shipments they are currently 
have to turn away,” said Michelle Palmer, executive direc-
tor at the EDC. “This expansion will enable them to serve 
the public at a greater capacity. 

“They are planning to build a 60x30 metal building to 
house an industrial freezer. They’ll also have a new repack-
aging area that will free up space in their current building, 
and it will provide much-needed storage.”

To receive the project incentive, the business’ covenants 
include spending $200,000 on property improvements as 
well as $60,000 on FFE (furniture, fi xtures and equipment), 
all by Dec. 31, 2024 along with securing a Certifi cate of 
Occupancy on the new building by the same date.

Once the Trading Post receives the $25,000 boon, long-
term expectations include maintaining retail operations for 
the next fi ve years while maintaining a minimum of six 
part-time employees, “which they expect to far exceed in 
the upcoming couple of years,” Palmer said. 

Overall, she noted, the value of the incentive was cal-
culated based on the project’s anticipated benefi t to the 
community in increased property taxes and sales tax: “The 
net benefi t warranted this particular amount.”

The THSCA Board of Di-
rectors announced the 2024 
Hall of Honor inductees 
and Gladewater coach Jack 

Murphy is 
among the 
honorees.

T h e s e 
e x c e p -
tional in-
dividuals 
j o i n i n g 
M u r p h y 

in the Hall of Honor include 
- Ken Cook, Lee Bridges, 
Chris Koetting and Mel 
Maxfi eld - will be celebrated 
at the THSCA Hall of Honor 
Banquet, sponsored by Bal-
four, on July 20 at 7 p.m.. 
The event will take place 
at the Henry B. Gonzalez 
Convention Center in San 
Antonio coinciding with the 
annual THSCA Coaching 
School and Convention from 
July 21 to 23, 2024. 

Tickets will be available 
starting March 1. 

Coach Jack Murphy, a 
graduate of Chapel Hill 
High School, distinguished 
himself as a three-year letter-
man, earning recognition as 
an all-district linebacker and 
team captain. His athletic 
journey continued at Tyler 
Junior College, where he 
excelled as an all-conference 
tackle and earned a spot 
on the Junior College All-
American Team. Following 

Coach Murphy among THSCA 
2024 Hall of Honor inductees

his tenure at Tyler, he tran-
sitioned to Tulsa Univer-
sity, showcasing his football 
prowess over three impactful 
years.

Murphy’s coaching odys-
sey commenced in 1961 at 
Tulsa as a graduate assistant 
before assuming roles at 
Clarendon High School and 
subsequently becoming the 
head junior high coach at 
Judson Longview. However, 
it was in 1965 that Murphy 
embarked on his enduring 
legacy at Gladewater High 
School, initially serving as 
an assistant football coach 
before assuming the mantle 
of head coach in 1969.

A piece in the Tyler Morn-
ing News in October 1995 
commemorated Murphy’s 
achievements, noting his 
versatility in coaching win-
less teams, guiding state 
semifi nalist squads, and ev-
erything in between. In pur-
suit of his 200th career victo-
ry at Gladewater, Murphy’s 
dedication shone brightly.

Murphy’s coaching jour-
ney at Gladewater spans 27 
illustrious years, marked 
by remarkable milestones. 
From 1982 to 1992, his 
teams secured playoff berths 
for 11 consecutive seasons, 
reaching the quarterfinals 
on fi ve occasions and clinch-
ing 38 consecutive district 
games.

Beyond wins and losses, 
Murphy’s coaching ethos 
centers on molding charac-
ter. His focus extends be-
yond the game, emphasizing 
life lessons. Teaching young 
men to exhibit class, respect, 
and integrity is his ultimate 
goal. ‘They grow up and 
they become something or 
somebody,’ refl ects Murphy 
on his coaching philosophy.

In endorsement of Coach 
Murphy, his brother, Don 
Murphy, affirms: ‘Jack’s 
unwavering dedication as a 
member of the Texas High 
School Coaches Association 
for 35 years and his tenure 
as head football coach at 
Gladewater High School 
speak volumes. His accom-
plishments rival those of 
other esteemed coaches 
previously honored.’

Oscar Cripps, sharing a 
two-decade-long associa-
tion with Murphy, lauds his 
leadership, both in coaching 
and in shaping young minds: 
‘Jack’s willingness to en-
gage in discussions about 
football, mentoring kids, 
and life refl ects his dedica-
tion to both the sport and 
the development of future 
outstanding citizens.’

Jack Murphy’s contribu-
tions extend beyond the 
fi eld; he served on the THS-
CA Board of Directors from 
1984 to 1988.

The Gladewater Bears basketball team 
wrapped up their pre Christmas break portion 
of the home schedule on Tuesday, December 
19th as they hosted the Winnsborro Red 
Raiders. 

It was a close game after 1 quarter as it 
was tied 11-11, but Winnsborro took over in 
the 2nd quarter shutting out the Bears 20-0 
in their way to a 57-33 victory. The Bears are 
now 1-14 on the season and will participate in 
the Hawkins Holiday tournament December 
27th-29th. 

The Lady Bears are on their holiday break 
and will be back in action on January 2nd 
with a road game at Beckville.

Moving over to White Oak, the Rough-

Necks were off this past week and will be 
back in action this coming week as they 
get ready to take part in the Teneha tourna-
ment beginning on Wednesday, December 
27th. The LadyNecks fell in their only ac-
tion this week, falling 46-40 to Big Sandy 
on Monday, December 18th. Elyse Paiz 
had 11 points in the loss for White Oak. 

Lauryn Rosado added 10 points, Gray-
cen Sipes nine, Gentry Whittington six 
and Kalyn Hepler four. Hepler also had 
five rebounds, and Whittington added 
fi ve steals and three rebounds. Peyton 
Thompson chipped in with four rebounds. 

White Oak now sits at 7-9 on the season 
and will be back in action in the new year 
on January 5th when they open district 
play with a road game at Hughes Springs. 
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MOBILE SERVICE

MUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
903-360-8392

MANICURES, PEDICURES & ACRYLIC NAILS AND TOES
@polishmeprettybydivadee

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater
Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

20

28

39

47

52

55

58

59

60

61

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  “____ 2” (twice the
      speed of sound)
  5  Kick____ 
      Traditional Tribe
      of Texas
  6  small channel
      made by running
      water
  7  “____ Bird”
      Johnson
  8  retire. acct.
  9  TXism: “confused
      __  _  ____ on
      astroturf”
16  stock exchange for
      Texas-based
      Caterpillar (abbr.)
18  newspaper in
      Houston or
      Double Mountain
21  TXism: “can’t hunt
      with __ empty
      gun”
22  “the ____ of 
      society” 
      (problems)
23  once Egypt and
      Syria (abbr.)
24  “get _  _____ on 
      reality”
      (quit fantasizing)
30  like 37-across
34  TXism: “dance
      with who brung
      __”
35  TX rancher Chuck
      Norris film: “An 
      ___  ___ an Eye”
36  subdivision of a
      military grouping
37  “March of _____”
39  Border ______
      ______ try to keep
      illegals out
43  ham it up
44  you can catch this
      in the Gulf
45  TX-__ Weekend

  1  Falls County seat
  2  place for honey
      bee hives
  3  TXism: “____  __
      __ outhouse seat
      in January”
  4  is Palestine the
      “____ city” of
      Texas?

46  extra points (abbr.)
47  TXism: “cream _____
      __ the top” (quality)
49  Beyonce and Willie
      are Texas _______
52  WFAA-TV commercial
53  this Otto directed TX
      Linda Darnell in 1945
      “Fallen Angel” (init.)
54  Fort Stockton’s
      county

55  TXism: “useless
      as _  ______ door
      on a submarine”
58  Gossett Jr. of
      “Diggstown” with
      Randall “Tex” Cobb
59  TX Gary Morris
      was in “___
      Miserables” on
      Broadway
60  TXism: “his facts
      ___ elastic” (liar)
61  TXism: “ram___”
      (boss)

  9  Texas summer
      necessity (abbr.)
10  TXism: “could wear
      his work _____ 
      __  _ church
      social” (lazy)
11  PBS “____ Guthrie
      Show” was filmed
      in Austin
12  popular Texas
      pastime
13  type of kickoff
14  smart machines
      abbr.
15  private univer. in
      Fort Worth
17  TXism: “looks good
      ______  __ give a
      sermon”
      (dressed up)
19  onesies, e.g.
20  TXism: “wipes the
      slate clean”

24  smart enough to
      be a Texan, Albert
      (init.)
25  cheat or swindle
26  TX Chester Nimitz
      became a ____
      admiral in 1938
27  TXism: “attacked
      like grandma ____
      _ chicken snake”
28  sleazy
29  college teachers
      (abbr.)

31  dir. from Plainview
      to Borger
32  “don’t ___ all your
      hopes on it”
33  in Shelby County
      on U.S. 59 & 84
38  ditches around
      castles
40  Texas tall tale
41  biblical donkey
42  caught off guard
48  gem found in
      coastal Texas
50  pegs for 12-down
51  Texas-based Blue
      Bell ___ cream  
56  some Texans put
      _____ panels on
      their roofs  
57  seat of DeWitt
      County

P-1669

2221

30 31 32

23

34

36 37

40

29

41 4342

33

38

48

45 46

49 50 51

56 57

35

54

44

53

17

Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m.-noon

Thomas Cash, Owner

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1669

       M A C H
       A P O O
       R I L L
       L A D Y
       I R A   A S A G O A T
       N Y S E  C H R O N I C L E
         A N   I L L S  U A R
  A G R A S P  N O N P R O F I T  Y A
  E Y E F O R   U N I T   D I M E S
   P A T R O L A G E N T S  E M O T E
    R E D F I S H   O U   P A T S
     R I S E S T O  A R T I S T S
     A D    O P   P E C O S   
           A S C R E E N
           L O U I S
            L E S
            A R E
            R O D

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Partnering throughout the years to 
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101 
Gladewater, TX 75647 
903-845-6680

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235   JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS

SHOP LOCAL ... SHOP LOCAL ... SHOP LOCAL 

There’s a local moratorium on Gladewater’s permits to dispose 
of yard debris, but that doesn’t mean residents can’t sit outside and 
warm themselves by the fi re this season.

During the Gladewater City Council’s regular session Thursday 
evening, City Manager Charlie Smith reiterated the current permit 
pause only applies to disposal burns while Fire Chief Mike Sim-
mons updates local regulations.

That said, “You can have a ceremonial fi re, a warming fi re, a 
cooking fi re in your yard,” Smith noted. “If you have a fi re pit and 
want to do those things, it just has to be six square feet, nothing large. 

“You don’t have to get a permit from the city to do that. You can 
burn sticks and things under those circumstances.”

As for the update to the guidelines goes, Smith noted there’ll 
soon be a local primer on the dos and don’ts of outdoor burns 
inside city limits.

“We’re going to meet with TCEQ after the fi rst of the year at 
the library, and we’re going to invite the public to come talk to 
TCEQ regarding the burn regulations throughout the state,” Smith 
concluded. “I think that’ll be a good thing.”

In his regular city manager’s report, Smith also reported the 
extensive road rehabilitation of Hendrix Street is almost ready to 
begin.

“We’re going to try to get that thing kicked off about January 
2,” Smith said, noting he’s been in dialogues with Gladewater ISD 
about the work. “That’s moving right along.”

Also, he added, there’s been a surprise development at Lee-
Bardwell Public Library, an end-of-year, long-belated gift for the 
sake of city history.

“There’s a lot of microfi lm-type stuff at the library with old news-
papers,” Smith noted, and librarian Brandy Winn has been on the 
lookout for grants to help cover the cost of digitizing the resources 
to make it readily-accessible to locals and other researchers.

In a happy discovery, Winn recently learned the late Suzanne 
Bardwell, one of the library’s staunchest advocates and it’s co-
namesake, had already gotten the ball rolling – and then some.

“(Winn) found out when she started making phone calls that 
Suzanne had already started that process,” Smith said, successfully 
getting grant funds on tap. Thanks to Bardwell’s efforts before her 
death in January 2022, “No cost.”

Moratorium remains on permits 
to dispose of yard debris
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Prepare for power 
outages today with a 

GENERAC home standby 
generator

$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment 

Options

Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next 

power outage: 

1-903-996-3189

AUSTIN— As the year 
ends, so does Texas State 
Parks’ Centennial Celebra-
tion, but the fun doesn’t stop 
when the clock strikes mid-
night. Kick off your resolution 
to explore the outdoors in 
2024 with a First Day Hike 
at a state park, which will host 
ranger-guided and self-guided 
walks, bike rides, paddling 
trips and polar plunges in 
honor of the national initia-
tive aimed at getting people 
outdoors.

Last year, nearly 8,000 
participants shattered the pre-
vious attendance record New 
Year’s Day by ringing in Tex-
as State Parks’ 100th birthday 
with a First Day Hike. Texans 
across the state traveled to one 
of the 83 participating parks 
and hiked, biked and paddled 
a combined 17,190 miles.

“Texas State Parks’ staff 
had so much fun celebrating 
the 100th birthday with the 
people of Texas this year,” 
said Rodney Franklin, direc-
tor of Texas State Parks. “Last 

year, Texas led the nation in 
First Day Hikes participation 
and miles walked.  We invite 
everyone to come back and be 
part of the fun again this year 
as we usher in the next century 
of memories. Whether visiting 
for the fi rst time, or returning 
to your favorite park for more 
fun, there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy.”

Trails at Texas State Parks 
range in length and diffi-
culty levels. Some short, easy 
trails are perfect for family-
friendly scenic strolls, while 
more strenuous ones can 
challenge experienced hik-
ers. Trail maps for all Texas 
State Parks can be found on 
TPWD’s website, the recently 
redesigned offi cial Texas State 
Park app and individual park 
webpages.

“I am thrilled to see the con-
tinued growth and success of 
the First Day Hikes program,” 
said Lewis Ledford, execu-
tive director of the National 
Association of State Park 
Directors. “This initiative has 

become a cherished tradition, providing individuals and families 
with the opportunity to embrace the outdoors, and kick off the 
year with a commitment to health and well-being.” 

TPWD strongly encourages anyone planning a trip to a Texas 
state park to reserve a day pass in advance since some parks 
are expected to reach their capacity limit. Reserve day passes 
online through the TPWD reservation website or by calling 
(512) 389-8900.

Soar Into 2024 With a First Day Hike

Connect Anywhere, 
Anytime.
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CALL TODAY (866) 336-0461

• Medicaid
• Veterans Pension
• Housing Assistance
• WIC
• SNAP
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• SSI

Gladewater ISD is beginning the referral process 
for Gifted/Talented (GT) services for the 2023-
2024 school year. We are Committed to provid-
ing challenging learning experiences for students 
with exceptional intellectual and creative thinking 
abilities. Anyone wishing to refer a student attend-
ing Gladewater ISD in Kindergarten through 12th 
grade can pick up or request a copy of the referral 
form at their school office after January 9, 2024. 
This form must be returned to the school by Feb-
ruary 2, 2024. Those unable to go by the school 
office should call and request a form to be sent to 
them.

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 24-30, 2023

ACREAGE
LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement. 
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas. 
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down. 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ALMANAC
The gift that keeps you learning – the Texas 
Almanac  2024-2025 is the premier reference for 
everything Texas. The entire book is revised with 
the latest information, including the 254 county 
maps and population estimates for every Texas 
town. https://www.legacyoftexas.com/product/
texas-almanac-2024-2025.

BASEBALL
BOB’S BASEBALL TOURS – August 2-12, 2024. 
See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit 
Baseball, Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock 
& Roll Halls of Fame, guided Tour of Manhattan. 
$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy. 
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets. Call/text 
507-217-1326. Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon 
Spring Training Tour & New York/New England Fall 
Foliage Tour in ’24!

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Applying for Social Security Disability or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our case 
managers simplify the process & work hard to help with 
your case.  Call 1-844-494-0689 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

LOG HOMES
Estate Sale Log Homes – Log Home kits selling 
for balance owed, free delivery. Model #101 
Carolina, bal. $17,000; Model #203 Georgia, 
bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, bal. $14,500; 
Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View plans 
a t  www.americanloghomesandcabins .com, 
704-368-4528.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus 
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a 
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage and 
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals 
do complete repairs to protect your family and your 
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

   WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes 
–Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper 
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty 
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we 
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR 
Enterprises, 956-466-7001.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

BOB’SBASEBALL TOURS

August 2-12, 2024

See MLB games in Cincinnati, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburgh, Toronto, Boston & NY Yankees. Visit Baseball, 
Hockey, Basketball, Pro Football and Rock & Roll Halls of 
Fame. Guided Tour of Manhattan.

Free Brochure:  Call or Text 507-217-1326

$3,500/person based on double hotel occupancy
Quality motor coach, hotels & game tickets.

Also offering Arizona/Grand Canyon Spring Training 
Tour & New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour in ’24!

NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVs & 
MOBILE HOMEs

OBITUARYOBITUARY
ROBERT “DOC” BURNETT

Early morning, November 12, 2023, Robert “Doc” Burnett 
passed away peacefully at Houston Methodist Hospital, sur-
rounded by loved ones.

Robert was born to Robert F. And Hellen M. Burnett in 
1958 in Lenard, TX. 

He lived a full life serving in the Air force, raising three 
sons and sharing his love and wisdom with those around 
him. He enjoyed working with his hands, often tinkering 
with anything mechanical or electronic and was a skilled 
woodworker. 

Robert is preceded in death by his 3 sons John, Eric and 
Gregory his sister, Beverly Nuckles. He will be laid to rest 
at the Houston National cemetery.
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By James Draper
The City of Gladewater is apply-

ing for federal funds for the devel-
opment of a ‘Safe Streets’ strategy, 
and residents’ roadway insights are 
integral in the process.

Locals will have the chance to of-
fer their two cents and more during 
a public Town Hall meeting set for 
6 p.m. Tuesday, June 13, at Glade-
water City Hall.

Code Enforcement Offi cer Maria 
Tidwell is spearheading the commu-
nity’s application for Safe Streets & 
Roads for All (SS4A) monies from 
the U.S. Department of Transporta-
tion. An initial $250,000 grant (in-
cluding a 20 percent match from the 
city) would fund the development of 
an Action Plan.

That overview will cover ev-
erything from adding sidewalks to 
upgrading crosswalks, installing 
lighting, improving signage and 
more. Tidwell presented her working 
plan to city council members May 
18, emphasizing the draft is meant to 
spark a conversation with residents. 

Town Hall on 
streets set

By James Draper
“Today, we gather to remember and honor the sacrifi ces that many of 

our young men and women have made in service to this great nation by 
paying the ultimate prices with their lives so that we can continue to live 
and enjoy the freedom they’ve given us.”

It’s a remembrance that is near, dear and absolutely essential for United 
States Navy veteran Amy Clemens, whose family ties to the Armed 
Forces and whose journeys to battlefi elds and soldiers’ grave sites have 
underscored the sanctity of their sacrifi ce. Guest speaker for Monday’s 
Memorial Day Service at the Gladewater War Memorial, Clemens found 
a warm welcome from the veterans, families and others paying their 
respects May 29.

“What is the offi cial purpose of Memorial Day?” pondered Danny 

Saying ʻThank You’ 
on Memorial Day

Forty-six seniors turned their tassels and tossed their caps at Union Grove’s graduation on 
Friday, May 26.                 Photo by Kimber Smith

The Gladewater Beautification Board honored former board president and community leader 
Suzanne Bardwell with a Japanese Maple tree planting and plaque Friday at the pocket park 
at Broadway and Pacific, next to the antique fire truck. Suzanne, who was killed in a car wreck 
on Jan. 7, 2022, was a strong advocate for beautifying Gladewater and keeping the city clean. 
Board members, along with chamber of commerce and city officials joined Jim, Josh and 
Jennifer Bardwell at the ceremony. Although Suzanne wasn’t from Gladewater, she embraced 
the community and worked tirelessly to leave her adopted home a better place than she 
found it. Suzanne loved nature and the beautiful of the turning of the leaves in the Fall and 
the Japanese Maple’s red leaves gave her that beauty year round.     Photo by James Draper

Photos by Kim Hill EMILY LYNCH 
UGHS SALUTATORIAN

GRACIE STANFORD 
UGHS VALEDICTORIAN

GRACIE WINN
UGHS HISTORIAN

Continued on Page 10Continued on Page 10

Bardwell’s 
living legacy

continues

Tristen Linwood’s grandmother couldn’t contain 
her excitement when her grandson graduated.

By James Draper
Suzanne Bardwell’s legacy en-

dures – look no further than the 
thriving Japanese Maple freshly-
planted downtown.

The crimson-leafed tree is 
not only a tangible example of 
Bardwell’s dedication to beautify-
ing her adopted community but 
also a tribute to her ‘We can do 
this’ mantra. It’s one her colleagues 
from Gladewater’s Beautifica-
tion Board remembered fondly as 
they gathered to honor their late-
chairperson alongside family and 
friends Friday afternoon. 

“She was our leader and she 
was our driving force,” said Todd 
Clifton, Austin Bank president 
and leader of the beautification 
committee. “When Suzanne was 
determined to do something, she 
was all in. It wasn’t a little bit. She 
was gung-ho.

“Suzanne cared deeply about 
the appearance of our city, our 
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Anna Iske
WOHS Historian

Alexandra Palmer
WOHS Salutatorian

Emma Hill
WOHS Valedictorian

Gracie Stanford
GHS Salutatorian

Matthew Smith
GHS Valedictorian

Emily Lynch
UGHS Salutatorian

Sarah Walbridge
UGHS Valedictorian

Special Supplement to the Gladewater Mirror - May 25, 2023

See all the 2023 Gladewater, White Oak and Union Grove 
graduates in this week’s special graduation issue located 
inside. Best wishes to all our area Grads!

The Union Grove High School Graduating Class of 2023 
will walk across the stage on May 26, 2023 at 7 p.m. at 

Union Grove Lion Center.

The Gladewater High School graduating Class of 2023 
will receive their diplomas Friday, May 26, at 8 p.m. in 

Jack V. Murphy Stadium.

White Oak defeated Harmony in the Regional Quarterfinals, winning the best 2 out of 3 
games. After losing the first game 2-6 in 8 innings, the Necks rebounded with 5-1 and 5-3 
wins, to move on to the next round of the playoffs. They will face the Boyd Yellowjackets 
Thursday at 2:30 pm, Friday at 12 pm, and Saturday at 4 pm (if necessary), at North Forney 
High School in Forney.

Photo by Mike Peery

By Tyler Sutton
As the playoff run for White Oak baseball continues to go deeper, the 

Roughnecks began their series with the Harmony Eagles in the regional 
quarterfinal round. 

The series opened up on Thursday night, May 18th at Marshall high school 
and Riley Patterson belted a two-run home run in the top of the first inning 
to give Harmony an early lead, but the Eagles had to put things away late - 
scoring four times in the top of the eighth to earn a 6-2 win over the White 
Oak Roughnecks in the opening game of the series to go up 1-0. Patterson 
had two hits on the night. Hayden Johnson, Ollie Trimble, Braxton Baker, 
Tucker Tittle and Brayden Phillips all added singles, and Trimble drove in 
two runs. Baker and Aiden Tranhold also contributed RBI for the Eagles. 
Tittle struck out six, walked two and gave up two earned runs in 6.2 innings. 
Boston Seahorn fanned three with no walks in a scoreless 1.1 innings of 
work. Drake Kneifl and Kash Y’barbo had two hits apiece in the loss for 
White Oak. Gavyn Jones homered, and Noah Carter added a single. Mill-
wood drove in a run. Jones went 6.2 innings on the mound, striking out 11 
with four walks and no earned runs allowed. Kelton Cates walked one and 
struck out one in 1.1 innings.

Moving on to game 2 on Friday night, May 19th where the series moved 

‘Necks keeping 
state crown in sight

150th fly-in celebration lands
By James Draper

The aviation bug sunk its teeth in quick Sat-
urday morning.

“What would it take if I wanted to become a 
pilot?” Preston Grissett asked veteran airman 
Dana Sneed. “Or, at least, to be able to fly planes 
like this with you,” he added, admiring the lines 
of the Kilgore flyer’s meticulously-restored mid-
century Stearman PT-27 two-seat biplane.

It’s a question Sneed and his colleagues at 
Gladewater Municipal Airport love to hear, 
and he was eager to walk Grissett through the 
details Saturday morning during the Gladewater 
Airport Fly-In, part of the city’s year-long 150th 
Anniversary Celebration.

The May 20 event drew hundreds to the air-
field for an almost-ideal extravaganza – the one 
thing beyond the local organizers’ control, clouds 
and a lower than expected ceiling level forced the cancellation of free plane rides for the young attendees.

Mayor Scott Owens, along with council members Sonny Anderson and Rocky Hawkins, presented a proc-
lamation describing aviation’s importance to Gladewater and welcoming the crowd of aviation enthusiasts 
who turned out for the free event which also included free hot dogs and hamburgers, aircraft demonstrations, 
hot air balloons, a clown making balloon animals and a paper airplane making contest.

The city aims to make the fly-in an annual event, especially with so much excitement from visitors and 
dedication from flyers like Sneed with his prized Stearman.

“It’s my Dad’s old crop duster from way back when. Been in our family for a long time – our first one,” he 
said. “When I inherited everything, I wanted to rebuild one of them. I went and picked out parts and pieces 
from each one of his planes so I would have a conglomeration. I’ve restored it all back to original military 
configuration.”

White Oak’s Noah Pittman (left) and Preston 
Grissett inspect Dana Sneeds Stearman PT-27 
two-seat biplane Saturday morning during the 
Gladewater Airport Fly-In.

Local Memorial Day event 
on tap for downtown

Memorial Day honors for local veterans are set for 11 a.m. To 1 p.m. 
Monday, May 29, at the Gladewater Veterans Memorial at 119 E. Pacific 
Ave. Hosted by the Gladewater Former Students’ Association – which 
funded the construction of the memorial and dedicated the site in 2002 
– the annual event is free and open to the public. Attendees are encour-
aged to bring a lawn chair.

Learn more about the association at GladewaterFormerStudents.comSee more photos inside

The Class of 2023 topped off the 87th White Oak High School Commencement exercise 
on Saturday, May 20, at Maude Cobb Convention Center with the traditional cap toss!

Photo by Mike Peery
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The 2023 White Oak Softball Camp was hosted by Head Softball Coach Ninevah Blankenship. 
The 8U and 10U groups of future Ladynecks are  pictured here with their assistant coaches.

Photo by Mike Peery

GISD adopts $21M 
budget for ’23-24

Districts statewide 
await word from Austin 

on school taxes
By James Draper

Gladewater ISD trustees unan-
imously-approved the district’s 
financial plan for the 2023-2024 
school year Monday night – the 
balanced budget includes total es-
timated revenues of $21,078,340, 
a 6.9 percent increase over the 
prior year.

Importantly, the 4-0 adoption 
June 26 only considered the GISD 
budget based on preliminary prop-
erty values – adoption of a tax rate 
for the district won’t come until 
after certified values are released.

“We always adopt our budget on 
the preliminaries because that’s the 
information we have available at 
that time,” GISD Chief Financial 
Officer Glenda Hickey reminded 
the board. Other factors outside the 
district’s control come into play as 
well: “Honestly, we don’t know 
what our max compression rate 
will be. It’s still being discussed in 
legislation right now,” tied up in 
special sessions in Austin.

According to TexasPolicy.com, 
tax rate compression means “us-
ing state funds to buy down school 
district M&O tax rates to reduce 
property tax bills.”

While that’s still being debated 
by elected officials at the state 
level, Gladewater ISD and other 
districts have to keep moving for-
ward – the tax rate used for budget-
ary purposes includes Maintenance 
& Operation at $0.9309 per $100 
valuation plus Interest & Sinking 
at $0.2336.

“That’s going to give us a tax rate 
of $1.1645,” Hickey said, repeating 
its preliminary nature. “I believe 
last year when we actually adopted 
it was $1.28 – it has definitely gone 
down.

Once solid numbers are in-hand, 
“We’ll recalculate again. If it makes 
a significant difference, we may do 
a budget amendment. If the differ-
ence is minor, we may leave the 
budget as it is.”

Balancing revenues with spend-
ing, the school board adopts the 
budget on the function level, Hick-
ey noted. That includes categories 
for everything from Instruction 
(50.05 percent of the budget) 
to Maintenance & Operation 
(14.26%) to Student Transporta-
tion (5.55%) and other functions.

“Our budget is 76 percent sala-
ries. That’s pretty good,” she 
added. “As you would expect, in-
struction is going to be the highest 
percentage, and anything related to 
instruction.

“Everything should lean toward 
serving students, what we’re here 
for.”

Among a variety of other agenda 
items June 26, the board heard a 
brief Superintendent’s Report from 
Dr. Cedric Clark, including an up-
date on how the school weathered 
the June 16 storm: “Fortunately, 
we experienced minimal damage,” 
Clark said. Among various dam-
ages, the tennis court fence will 
need repairs and six trees were 
lost at Gladewater High School. 
Meanwhile, “We were in the last 
week of summer school but had to 
cancel and close all of our offices 
due to widespread power outages.”

Clark thanked the school’s em-
ployees and supporters who turned 
out to lend a hand during recovery 
efforts.

Board members also considered 
final budget amendments for the 
2022-2023 school year, approved a 
handful of tax refunds and adopted 
legal policy updates passed on from 
the Texas Association of School 
Boards.

By James Draper
Gladewater has great history and is a really important 

part of the 1st Congressional District, U.S. Rep. Nathaniel 
Moran told local officials Friday during a ranging tour 
of the town: “I wanted to remind you how important 
you are.”

Facetime with officials in the district has been an es-
sential component of the former Smith County judge’s 
first six months in office, and he was quick to ask about 
local needs during his June 30 visit.

“This is the kind of thing I love to do,” the freshman 
Republican told the local leaders during their face-to-face. 
“Growing up in East Texas, being from Whitehouse, I 
just love this.

“With some great communities in East Texas, we’re all 
the same. We can deal with just rural East Texas stuff, 
and I like that.”

Gladewater Chamber of Commerce President Lois 
Reed coordinated the tour for the congressman and Senior 
Advisor Jalam Lewis. They were joined by the bulk of 
Gladewater City Council along with City Manager Char-
lie Smith, Police Chief Gordon Freeman, City Inspector 
Al Harrison,  Fire Chief Mike Simmons and City Clerk 

‘I wanted to remind you how important you are.’
... U.S. Rep. Nathaniel Moran

Judy Von Houten on a GoBus from East Texas 
Council of Governments.

It was Moran’s third official visit to the com-
munity the last 5 weeks after taking in the fly-in at 
Gladewater Municipal Airport then the Round-Up 
Rodeo.

“We had a fabulous time out at the rodeo,” Moran 
said. “It was great. We had a really wonderful time. 
My two little ones, it was their first time at a rodeo.”

First stop on Friday’s tour was the chamber’s 
Business of the Year, EquipmentShare.

“They’ve been here three years. They’re already 
in an expansion,” Reed said. She’s doubly grateful 
this week – after inviting the company to sponsor 
a portion of the year’s pyrotechnics at Lake Glade-
water, “They said, ‘Oh, no, we want to pay for the 
whole fireworks show.’

“Obviously, they’re a great business to have here.
Their plans are still ongoing. They own 20-plus 

acres. It can be a dream for us.”
After a quick stop in the main facility, the tour 

It started with a phone call.
The person on the other end of 

the line told Gladewater’s interim 
city manager a key flag in the 
community was worn and frayed 
– it needed to be replaced. Charlie 
Smith knew the military veterans 
in Gladewater’s fire department 
would complete the task quickly.

Soon enough, it became an all 
new venture for the department 
and a long-term commitment: the 
firefighters and their supporters 
would not only replace the flags at 
the gravesite of U.S. Army Master 
Sergeant Travis E. Watkins, they’d 
revitalize it – in perpetuity.

“I’m a veteran myself,” said 
GFD Captain Kevin Palmer. He 
joined the U.S. Army in ‘98. 
“That’s a big deal when you come 
across a Medal of Honor winner’s 
grave. That’s why it’s super impor-
tant for us as well.”

Watkins was an Army soldier 
and veteran of World War II who 
was killed August 31, 1950, during 
the Battle of Yongsan in the Korean 
War following courageous action 
on the battlefield. He was interred 

GFD pays respect to Medal of Honor recipient

in Gladewater Memorial Park and 
was posthumously awarded the 
Medal of Honor in February 1951.

For years, U.S. Marine Corps 
veteran and long-term veterans 
advocate Leon Watson tended the 
site with other VFW volunteers and 
other helpers, but they need more 
hands on deck to keep up the effort.

“It can’t be just one person,” 
Palmer said. “It’s got to be the 
community. The community’s got 
to care about it.”

There was a gap and a need, 
GFD Chief Mike Simmons said, 
praising his firefighters for step-
ping in.

“Most of us didn’t know there 
was a Medal of Honor award 
winner gravesite out there,” he 
added. “When they got out there 
and realized it was, they saw the 
gravesite needed some TLC. The 
flag was tattered, the pole was 
leaning, people hadn’t been out 
there in a while.

“We started talking about it, and 
(Palmer) wanted to know if we 
could do more to help out.”

First task, get the flag replaced 
and the pole fixed. Then, come up 
with a plan for the future.

That strategy quickly centered 

Reporting system 
helps curtail 

illegal dumping
The East Texas Council of Gov-

ernments (ETCOG) is proud to 
announce the launch of a new 
reporting system designed to com-
bat illegal dumping and keep East 
Texas clean. The system, called 
RID – Report Illegal Dumping, 
is a simple and convenient way 
for residents to report instances of 
illegal dumping in their neighbor-
hoods and communities.

Illegal dumping is a persistent 
problem in many communities, 
creating health and safety hazards, 
detracting from the beauty of our 
neighborhoods, and negatively 
impacting the environment. The 
new online system provides a con-
venient solution to this problem, 
allowing residents to quickly and 
easily report incidents of illegal 
dumping with just a few clicks.

RID features a user-friendly 
interface and easy-to-follow in-
structions that guide users through 
the reporting process. Users can 
submit a report by providing a 
description of the incident, a photo 

Continued on Page 3

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

recently indicted a 46-year-old 
Gilmer man on charges of murder-
ing his father, said District Attorney 
Billy Byrd’s office.

Michael Timothy Caffey is 
charged with killing 66-year-old 
Timothy Allen Caffey on March 26 
through “blunt force trauma with 
a hammer,” Byrd said. The elder 
Caffey suffered “multiple blows” 
to the head, he added.

Michael Caffey, indicted June 
22 in Gilmer, remained in Upshur 
County Jail there under $1 million 
surety bond after being indicted, 
Byrd’s office said.

Timothy Caffey’s body under-
went an autopsy after being found 
outside his and his son’s home 
March 27 in the 2400 block of Air-
strip Road in Latch community, said 
sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel.

Michael Caffey was charged with 
the murder after his March 27 arrest 
on a misdemeanor charge in Gregg 
County, Hazel said in a press release 
at the time. 

Sheriff’s deputies “responded to 
a dead body call” at the home in 
southwest Upshur County about 
9:30 a.m. after members of a crew 
which had come to do a roofing job 
there found the remains and contact-
ed the sheriff’s office, Hazel said.

He also said authorities believed 
Timothy Caffey had been dead no 
longer than 24 hours. In the news 
release, Hazel said “evidence at the 
scene clearly indicated” the man 
“was the victim of a homicide.”

Hazel gave these details of subse-
quent events:

After investigators learned the 
father and son lived together, the 
Upshur sheriff’s office sent a bul-
letin to northeast Texas area law 
enforcement agencies asking to 
be notified if Michael Caffey was 
located. In early afternoon, Gregg 
County deputies contacted Upshur 
County and reported having found 
him in a neighborhood near Liberty 
City.

Residents there had contacted 
the Gregg sheriff’s office due to 
Caffey “wandering the street and 
walking onto residential properties.” 
Gregg County also reported it had 
a warrant for his arrest on a class C 
misdemeanor charge of some sort.

Upshur County Sheriff Larry 
Webb and other Upshur personnel 
responded to the scene near Liberty 
City to talk to Caffey, and “while 
there, investigators located evidence 
linking Mr. Michael Caffey to the 
homicide.”

Man indicted in 
father’s death
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Gladewater’s Happy 247th Birthday America event and fireworks 
show is set for 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday, July 3, at Lake Gladewater.

A Sky Dive Team will drop in at 6 p.m. followed by DJ Randy and 
games at 7 p.m.

As always, the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce event is co-hosted 
with the City of Gladewater and Austin Bank is once again sponsoring the 
Boat Parade at 8 p.m. and the 2023 fireworks finale at 9 p.m. is sponsored 

this year by Equipment Parade.
“We’re supposed to have a really great end because we’re celebrat-

ing 150 years,” said Lois Reed, chamber manager and chairman of 
the board.

There will be some minor street closures during the event – Pinecrest 
Street and Woodbine Street will be on-way. There will be no parking on 
either street after barricades are put in place early in the day.

2023
The City of Gladewater’s audi-

tor recently gave council members 
kudos for their healthy fund bal-
ances and efficient bookkeeping. 

Albert Garcia of Mays & As-
sociates attended the council’s 
June 15 gathering to lay out the 
basics of the audit for Fiscal Year 
2021-2022.

“We will be issuing an unmodi-
fied report,” Garcia noted, “which 
is a clean report.

“You guys have a good balance 
sheet.”

Walking the council through the 
key elements of the audit, Garcia 
noted the city’s $3.8 million fund 
balance in the General Fund. 
That’s an increase of $220,000 
over the prior year.

“We like to see increases,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, $825,000 in debt 
service has been reduced to 
$77,000.

“Not only being good stewards,” 
Garcia added, “but also paying off 
some debt. We like to see that.”

In the Water/Sewer Activity 
Fund, Garcia noted the city has 
a net position of $7.2 million, a 
$400,000 increase.

“Overall, the city has increased 
fund balances and is looking 
good.”

The council unanimously ac-
cepted Mays & Associates’ update, 
a 6-0 vote (with one member 
absent).

“We do look forward to a favor-
able report,” Mayor Scott Owens 
said.

City gets clean 
audit report

By James Draper
With council support, Interim 

City Manager Charlie Smith is de-
termining who will take the wheel 
out at Lake Gladewater and get the 
ship righted in the days, weeks and 
months ahead. 

“We’ve really come to the con-
clusion that we’re needing some-
body out there on a routine basis,” 
Mayor Scott Owens said during the 
Gladewater City Council’s June 15 
meeting. “It may take some time to 
hire one.”

After conferring with Smith as 
well as Police Chief Gordon Free-
man, “We do have some officers 
available that we could call on 
to use,” Owens said, particularly 
during the budget season and an 
application process for the post.

Councilman Teddy Sorrells 
moved to establish an official 
position of Lake Warden (under 
the city manager’s supervision) 
to oversee safety and emergency 
management at Lake Gladewater. 
Councilwoman Brandy Flanagan 
second the motion.

For Sorrells, the council’s June 1 
joint meeting with the Lake Board 
and Gladewater Economic Devel-
opment Corporation was a helpful 
conversation.

“From what I could tell, the 
overwhelming consensus in the 
room was that we needed to address 
safety considerations at the lake,” 
he said. It’s imperative to improve 
the atmosphere out there and have 
an authority on site, “Not only for 
patrol but also for safety, rules and 
regulations, vandalism…”

That’s the purpose of the motion, 
he added, which puts the decision 
to Interim City Manager Charlie 
Smith to choose  who becomes that 
authority.

“I have mentioned in the past 
about the fire chief,” Sorrells 
added, “but that’s not the issue. It’s 
whatever the city manager decides 
is going to best suit that position. 
This motion makes that possible. 

Lake warden
discusssion
underway

By James Draper
After more than a week of storm clean up and all its challenges, 

Gladewater firefighters have been forced to shift their focus to the heat.
Earlier this week, GFD Chief Mike Simmons was eyeing a boiling 

forecast and crafting plans to spread the word – don’t take chances 
outdoors in this weather as heat indices hit 105 to 110 degrees through 
the weekend.

“It’s going to be extremely hot,” he said.
It’s old news at this point: the weather’s been unforgiving lately. 
Following the rough weather mid-month, Gladewater officials have 

Storm Round-Up ...
been working on crafting their local disaster declaration tied to June 
15-16 while collecting supporting stats about the storm’s aftermath.

“It was 18 homes damaged,” Simmons noted Monday. He doubles 
as the city’s Emergency Coordinator. “It ranged from severe damage 
to ‘effective,’ which means there was some kind of damage.

Locally, “No reported injuries or fatalities, which is awesome.”
The only widely-reported death following the June 16 devastation 

was 35-year-old Appalachia Power Lineman Cory Foster who died 
June 19 in Marshall after reportedly overheating while he worked 

Continued on Page 9
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NO OUTDOOR BURNING 
within the White Oak, 
Gladewater and East 
Mountain city limits, as well 
as all of Gregg, Upshur and 
Smith County until further 
notice.

As summer draws to a close 
and children start heading back to 
school, family life can get pretty 
hectic. It’s important to remember 
– and share with your children – 
some key tips that will help keep 
them safe and healthy throughout 
the school year.
Transportation Safety Tips
Whether children walk, ride their 

bicycle or take the bus to school, 
it is extremely important that they 
take proper safety precautions. 
Here are some tips to make sure 
your child safely travels to school: 

Walkers:
Review your family’s walking 

safety rules and practice walking 
to school with your child.

● Walk on the sidewalk, if one 
is available; when on a street with 
no sidewalk, walk facing the traffi c

● Before you cross the street, 
stop and look left, right and left 
again to see if cars are coming

● Make eye contact with drivers 
before crossing and always cross 
streets at crosswalks or intersec-
tions

● Stay alert and avoid distracted 
walking

Bike Riders:
Teach your child the rules of the 

road and practice riding the bike 
route to school with your child.

● Ride on the right side of the 
road, with traffi c, and in a single fi le

● Come to a complete stop be-
fore crossing the street; walk bikes 
across the street

● Stay alert and avoid distracted 
riding

● Make sure your child always 
wears a properly fi tted helmet and 
bright clothing

Bus Riders:
Teach your children school bus 

safety rules and practice with them.
● Go to the bus stop with your 

child to teach them the proper way 
to get on and off the bus

● Teach your children to stand 
6 feet (or three giant steps) away 
from the curb

● If your child must cross the 
street in front of the bus, teach him 
or her to walk on the side of the 
road until they are 10 feet ahead 
of the bus; your child and the bus 
driver should always be able to see 
each other

● Get the facts on bus safety 
from Injury Facts

Driving Child to School:
Stay alert and avoid distracted 

driving.
● Obey school zone speed limits 

and follow your school’s drop-off 
procedure

● Make eye contact with chil-
dren who are crossing the street

● Never pass a bus loading or 
unloading children

● The area 10 feet around a 
school bus is the most dangerous 
for children; stop far enough back 
to allow them to safely enter and 
exit the bus

Teen Drivers:
Car crashes are the No. 1 cause of 

death for teens. Fortunately, there 
is something we can do.

● Teens crash because they are 
inexperienced; practice with new 
drivers every week, before and 
after they get their license

● Set a good example; drive the 
way you want your teen to drive

Backpacks:
Choose a backpack for your child 

carefully; it should have ergonomi-
cally designed features to enhance 
safety and comfort.

● Ask your children to use both 
straps when wearing their backpack 
to evenly distribute the weight on 
their shoulders

● Don’t overstuff a backpack; it 
should weigh no more than 5% to 
10% of your child’s body weight

By James Draper
After keeping water rates as low as possible as long 

as possible, the future has caught up with the City of 
White Oak.

Aging infrastructure is pitted against growing de-
mand. Rising costs are vying with offi cials’ desire to 
keep local rates low.

Add into the mix a couple of loans mandated by 
the state for roadwork that hasn’t yet begun, and it 
becomes a frustrating brew for residents, city workers 
and council members alike. Many people gave voice 
to those frustrations during a second public meeting on 
water and sewer fees July 25. 

Inevitably, the rates will rise in coming weeks. The 
question before council members is how much. For 
residents, it’s how they’ll pay for the difference.

“We’re all White Oak, none of us want to go up,” 
council member Thomas Cash insisted. “We all want 
our water bill to stay down.”

There’s no offi cial decision yet, but a couple of op-
tions are in discussion. On one plan, a sample water bill 
from June would rise by a minimum of 37 percent; it’s 
almost 60 percent on another. Even steeper increases 
are on the table after consulting water experts.

“Their numbers of what they suggest where we 
should be, I hate to say it, it is close to $50 on the wa-
ter rate,” Purcell said later. The base rate is currently 

‘We have to do this or we go under.’
White Oak City Coordinator Jimmy Purcell

$24.60, and another consultant says a minimum of $45 
is necessary to move forward.

Council members have tried to be thoughtful for 
residents, he added. For years, they’ve tried to avoid 
a ‘boom’ in utility bills all at once.

“Now we have to do it all at once. We’re basically 
getting to where we should have been incrementally 
going up,” council member Kevin Hood said Aug. 
3. At the same time, the council has yet to decide if 
they’ll just modify the base rate or update the city’s 
tier system – they’re unsure which plan is fairest for 
the most users. “I think it’s going to be painful no 
matter what you do.”

There’s a lot of variables to be answered, either way, 
and the core concept is a hard one to swallow.

“We’re a small town, we’re very medium to low-
income,” Sean Butler told council members July 25. 
He can’t afford to see his utilities bill increase to $135 
or $140 a month: “There’s a limit where we can’t do 
it. We’re not making enough to make the difference.”

According to City Hall, with its current debts White 

White Oak water rates going up

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit of the Upshur Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Offi ce arrested four suspects, including a 
Gladewater woman, on various charges in July, Sheriff 
Larry Webb announced Monday. All were apprehended 
following traffi c stops and taken to the county jail in 
Gilmer, he said. Details, based on a report from sheriff’s 
Lt. Gary Shirley, were as follows, said Webb:

Jackeline Kaluakini, 32, of Gladewater, was arrested 
July 6 on a felony charge of possession of controlled 
substance--more than four, but less than 400 grams 
of MDMA (commonly called Ecstacy). She was also 
charged with misdemeanor unlawful carrying of a 
weapon.

The unit was performing drug interdiction in the 
Ore City area when it stopped her at the intersection 
of Texas 155 and U.S. 259, resulting in seizure of 11.4 
grams of Ecstasy pills and a fi rearm.

The fi rearm charge resulted because carrying a gun 
while committing an offense is illegal.

Darin S. Wooten, who was apprehended after exit-
ing his vehicle and leading the unit on “a short foot 

pursuit,” was arrested July 12 on several felony war-
rants from surrounding counties and for misdemeanor 
evading arrest/detention.

The unit was doing drug interdiction in the Ore City 
area when it stopped Wooten, 44, of Ore City, at the 
intersection of Similax Road and 259. No drugs were 
found on him or in his vehicle, however.

Webb said he had no details on the charges from 
other counties.

Diane J. Martin, 52, of Gilmer, was arrested July 13 
on a charge of possession of a controlled substance-
-less than one gram of methamphetamine.

While performing drug interdiction in the Gilmer 
area, the unit stopped Martin at the intersection of FM 
1650 and Texas 154, east of city limits, and seized 
the drug.

A 32-year-old White Oak woman was arrested on a 
misdemeanor possession of marijuana charge July 18.

While doing drug interdiction in the Union Grove 
area, the SIU stopped her at the intersection of U.S. 
271 and Silk Tree Road and seized less than two 
ounces of the drug.

Gladewater woman arrested by deputies

By James Draper
Kay Williams is grateful for the trash containers 

Allied Waste provides to residents through its sanita-
tion contract with the City of Gladewater.

That said, she doesn’t want to see them all the time.
Both Williams and her husband, Dirk, addressed 

Gladewater council members July 20. While her 
husband lamented the  condition of Phillip Springs 
Road (“I know it’s beating a dead horse – it’s got-
ten pretty bad.”), Kay Williams focused on the lax 
enforcement of the city’s rules for trash containers.

Residents could incur a fi ne of up to $500 if they 
run afoul of the relevant municipal code, but city 
leaders agree they haven’t been putting any sting 
behind the regulation.

Without regular reminders, Williams said, more 
and more containers are left at the curb well beyond 

Don’t get trashed by can ordinance

Continued on Page 5

“The burn ban goes into effect 
today.”

Gladewater Fire Chief Mike 
Simmons was ready for the ques-
tion fi rst thing Monday morning 
– between runaway temperatures 
and too many dry days, the only 
thing he was waiting for was of-
fi cial word from the Gregg County 
offi cials on blanket restrictions.

As of Monday’s regular commis-
sioners court session, the prohibi-
tions are in place: following the 
elected officials’ vote, a 90-day 
burn ban is in effect for the unin-
corporated areas of Gregg County. 
Violations of the ban are a class C 
misdemeanor, punishable by a fi ne 
of up to $500.

Gladewater Fire Department 
echoed the fi re prevention measure 
throughout the city limits – includ-
ing tamping down the city’s ongo-
ing burn of tree debris. 

“Due primarily to weather con-
ditions as well as burn bans, there 
will be no burning inside the city 
limits and no permits will be issued 
until further notice,” Simmons an-
nounced.

Gregg County and Gladewater 
join a slew of other locales stepping 
up for the cease-fi re: Nacogdoches 
County’s ban went into effect July 
25 for 90 days. Rusk County and 
Panola County followed suit July 
27, Smith County enacted a ban 
Aug. 1 then both Upshur County 
and the City of Big Sandy instituted 
restrictions Aug. 4.

City of Gladewater public works 
employees and fi refi ghters spent a 
good portion of last week carefully 
burning green debris from the June 
16 storm, tending (and regularly 
hosing down) a burn pit on Com-
merce Avenue with permission 
from the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality.

Not anymore.
“Due to Gregg County going un-

der a burn ban, the city has paused 
the controlled burn efforts to clean 
up the storm debris,” Simmons 
said. “All debris will be collected 
and stored until the ban is lifted, 
then we will continue all burn 
operations.”

Tree debris collection will con-
tinue in the interim – City Hall 
recently brought in an outside con-
tractor to take on the effort, freeing 
public works employees to focus on 
other immediate tasks.

“Asplundh is working on that 
and started today,” city manager 
Charlie Smith reported Aug. 4. “I 
think it’s going to turn into a little 
more than what they thought it 
would be. They’ll probably work 
through this week then be back 
next week.”

Sports is back!Sports is back!
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State sales tax free weekend set for Aug. 11-13
The Comptroller encourages 

all taxpayers to support Texas 
businesses while saving money 
on tax-free purchases of most 
clothing, footwear, school supplies 
and backpacks (sold for less than 
$100) during the annual Tax-Free 
weekend. 

Qualifying items can be pur-
chased tax free from a Texas store 
or from an online or catalog seller 
doing business in Texas. In most 
cases, you do not need to give the 

seller an exemption certificate to 
buy qualifying items tax free.

This year’s sales tax holiday 
begins Friday, Aug. 11, and goes 
through midnight Sunday, Aug. 13. 
Many local schools started classes 
ahead of the sales tax holiday.

The sales tax exemption applies 
only to qualifying items you buy 
during the sales tax holiday. Items 
you buy before or after the sales 
tax holiday do not qualify for ex-
emption, and there is no tax refund 

available.
Qualifying items:
During the sales tax holiday, 

you can buy most footwear and 
clothing (sold for less than $100) 
tax free. You do not need to give 
the seller an exemption certificate.

The exemption applies to each 
eligible item sold for less than 
$100, and there is no limit to the 
number of qualifying items you 
can buy.

For example, if you buy two 

shirts for $80 each, each shirt 
qualifies for the exemption because 
each is less than $100, even though 
the total purchase price is $160.

Items That Do Not Qualify:
The following items do not 

qualify for exemption during the 
sales tax holiday:

l items sold for $100 or more
l clothing subscription boxes
l specially-designed athletic 

activity or protective-use clothing 
or footwear

For example, golf cleats and 
football pads are usually worn only 
when people play golf or football, 
so they do not qualify for the ex-
emption.

l Tennis shoes, jogging suits 
and swimsuits, however, can be 
worn for other than athletic activ-
ity and qualify for the exemption.

l clothing or footwear rentals, 
alterations (including embroidery) 
and cleaning services

By James Draper
According to online data, the average annual pay 

for a registered Sanitarian in Texas is about $41,500 
– an ‘environmental health officer’ salary isn’t in 
the budget for the City of Gladewater right now, so 
Al Harrison continues doing what he can to keep a 
watchful eye on local commercial kitchens.

Officially, Harrison is Gladewater’s ‘Chief Build-
ing Official,’ but the nature of his post is such that 
myriad other duties become attached to the office 
– from public works to code enforcement to health 
inspections – even as the number of hours in a given 
week stays the same.

In Gladewater, “I inspect a restaurant when they 
open and when they get started,” Harrison said. 
“When everything’s clean and they hit all the require-
ments, I let them operate until someone complains, 

then I go and inspect them again.”
If there are no complaints, the eatery operates 

as-is.
Those aren’t the only food safety inspections, 

of course.
“I do the schools once a semester, then I do the 

daycares once a year so they can meet the state 
requirements.”

All things considered, Gladewater ISD is the 
prime example of a food prep operation that’s do-
ing everything right, Harrison praised.

“The school’s great at it. The school’s excellent. 
Their staff is excellent,” he added. “Not saying 
anything about the other restaurants, but the school 
and their food dating process and the way they 
do stuff is top-notch for the kids – so they can 

Local restaurant health inspections limited 

Muggles manage mischief at 

library for Potter's birthday

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners 

Court on Monday awarded Sheriff 
Larry Webb and all four county 
constables major pay raises--a re-
quirement for the county to qualify 
for a possible state grant.

Webb’s annual salary was in-
creased by $15,210 to a total 
$75,000. The constables--Tim 
Barnett, Jason Weeks, Ronnie 
Mitchell, and John Thompson-- 
received yearly hikes of $11,409 
to a total $45,000.

Newly-enacted state Senate Bill 
22 required the salary increases 
to make the county eligible for a 
Rural Law Enforcement Salary 
Assistance Grant.

The hikes were the minimum 
amounts required to receive the 
proposed grant.  County Auditor 
Connie Williams told the court the 
grant was aimed at raising pay for 
rural counties’ law officers in order 
to make those counties more com-
petitive in hiring, so “this is really 
good for small counties.”

She said the sheriff’s and con-
stables’ raises would be covered 
by the grant if the county obtains 
it. If the county doesn’t receive 
the funds, though, the court would 
adjust the higher salaries next year, 
Williams said.

Continued on Page 3

Upshur sheriff, 
constables get 
major raises

Salary gaps discussed at budget workshop

NO OUTDOOR BURNING 
within the White Oak city 
limits until further notice.

By Phillip Williams
Monday’s meeting of Upshur 

County Commissioners Court 
turned up two major pieces of wel-
come news for local taxpayers--that 
the court may lower its property 
tax rate by about 10 cents, and that 
the state has awarded an additional 
$2.3 million to the county for the 
forthcoming courthouse renovation 
project.

Upshur County Judge Todd Teft-
eller announced the court will lower 
the tax rate from the current 59.9 
cents per $100 valuatIon, possibly 
to 49.6 cents. That would be the 
county’s lowest tax rate since about 
2011, he added.

The court will not formally vote 
on setting the tax rate until Sept. 
15, said County Auditor Connie 
Williams.

Tefteller gave no reason for the 
planned decrease, but the Upshur 
County Appraisal District raised 
property valuations so much this 
year that several citizens recently 
attended a protest of the hikes at a 
meeting of the district’s board of 
directors.

A property’s taxable value, not 
just the tax rate itself, affects the 
amount of taxes assessed on it.

In other major news emerging at 
Monday’s meeting in Gilmer, the 
court’s adviser on the courthouse 
restoration, Marion County Judge 
Leward J. LaFleur, told commis-
sioners the Texas Historical Com-
mission has increased the amount 
of grant money it will give counties 
doing such projects.

He credited the state’s multi-
billion dollar budget surplus for 
the move.

After the court went into a lengthy 
closed session, LaFleur said during 
a brief interview that the county 
will get $2.386 million more than 
originally expected, bringing the 
total to $7.605 million. 

He also said, though, that local 
officials are waiting to see if the 
county’s share of matching funds 
will go up, down or stay at 15%.

“Really, honestly, I don’t think 
they’re (state officials) gonna” 
change the percentage, LaFleur 
said. 

“If everything goes right, we 
should be swinging hammers in 
October,” added the judge, who 
was hired to oversee the project 
because his own courthouse in Jef-
ferson underwent such a historical 
restoration. 

When LaFleur told the court 
about the expected boost in the grant 
Monday, Tefteller said he couldn’t 

County may cut 
property taxes

Carter BloodCare of Tyler plans 
a blood drive in Gladewater, and 
two in Gilmer, this month. 

A drive at CHRISTUS Glade-
water is scheduled from 9 a.m.-12 
noon Aug. 21. For more informa-
tion, contact 903-315-5193.

The Gilmer Community Blood 
Drive is set at 110 Buffalo on the 
downtown square from 10:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 10. For 
more information call 903-680-
8128. Another drive is scheduled 
at Tractor Supply on U.S. 271  in 
Gilmer from 1 p.m.-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 20. For more information call 
903-843-4444.

HOGWARTS LIBRARIAN IRMA PINCE 
WOULD BE PROUD – Lee-Bardwell 
Public Library Clerk Dotti McCoy 
snaps a picture of Library Volunteer 
Nick Brewer holding a Harry Potter-
themed ‘Wanted’ poster Monday 
afternoon during a birthday party for 
‘The Boy Who Lived.’ McCoy and 
Library Director Brandy Winn whipped 
up a wide range of activities, snacks, 
crafts, games and other entertainment 
celebrating the 43rd birthday of Harry 
James Potter, the protagonist in 
author J.K. Rowling’s internationally-
acclaimed book series. (Right) 
Dressed for Hogwarts School of Witchcraft & Wizardry, Regina Tilton leads daughters Anna 
and Lyndsay on the Horcrux Hunt Monday.               Photos by James Draper

By James Draper
The first draft of the City of Gladewater’s proposed $7.7 million budget 

for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 initially cuts about 10 cents off the tax rate 
– with a broad increase in appraised values, though, City Hall will still 
pull in about $50,000 more this year.

Even cutting a dime off the rate, “That does not necessarily mean that 
people’s taxes are going down because the values went up,” Mayor Scott 
Owens repeated Monday evening during the city council’s second budget 
workshop of the year. Meanwhile, “We’ve got some changes with the 
legislature coming with the increase in the Homestead Exemption and 
the Over-65 exemption that may shift some of that.

“All in all, people’s taxes should remain pretty close to the same.”
If the 10-cent decrease remains in the proposed tax rate – $0.626978 

per $100 valuation – City Hall will still take in a bit less than 2 percent 

more ($50,260) in property tax revenues on top of the budget for the 
current FY23.

Interim City Manager Charlie Smith, his department heads and staff-
ers took council members on a page-by-page walkthrough of ‘Version 
1’ of the coming year’s budget. They lingered on salary increases for 
city employees, on streamlined procedures for Public Works and on a 
looming, as-yet-undetermined increase in fees for Fund 2, which covers 
water, sewer and other areas.

Still early in the budget process, it was a fairly standard annual discus-
sion with few fireworks to speak of beyond a brief back-and-forth on 
employee compensation and retention – year after year, Gladewater’s 
top police and fire chiefs request additional funds to make their depart-
ments’ salaries more competitive against similar communities. There’s 
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Gladewater vs Malakoff
7:30 p.m. Friday at Gladewater

Union Grove vs Linden-Kildare
7:30 p.m. Thursday at Linden

White Oak vs Brook Hill
7:00 p.m. Friday at White Oak

WEEK 4

The 50th Annual Gladewater & Crafts Festival will 
be held Sept. 16-17 on the GISD Administration 
Building grounds, located at 200 Broadway Ave. 
The two-day event will feature  arts and crafts, 
homemade goods, jewelry, unique handmade 
works, food, toys and much more! for more 
information contact the Chamber of Commerce at 
info@gladewaterchamber.org or 903-845-5501.

This coming weekend

Gladewater, White Oak post positive sales tax numbers
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, counties, transit systems and 

special purpose districts $1.1 billion in local sales tax allocations for September, 3.4 percent more than in 
September 2022.

These allocations are based on sales made in July by businesses that report tax monthly.
Gladewater continues to ride the wave of positive sales tax revenue numbers - 11.73-percent above last 

year’s numbers for the same reporting time. Gladewater is not had a negative month in almost two years.
White Oak also is posting strong numbers - 10.77-percent ahead of last year’s sales tax revenue fi gures.

Haddassah Balcorta, daughter of Paul and Sakkinah Balcorta  
was crowned GHS’ 2023 Homecoming Queen at Friday’s 
ceremonies at Jack V. Murphy Stadium. Others honored 
were GHS Band Sweetheart and Beau Johnnay Hawley and 
Timothy Heashe, and GHS Football Sweetheart and Beau 
Brianna Willson and Tristan Collins.

Photo by Kim Hill

By James Draper
White Oak’s tax rate and water 

charges will be increasing in coming 
weeks as city leaders strive to close 
the gap toward sustainable numbers 
after years of relatively low fi gures.

Council members have spent 
recent weeks and months discuss-
ing the city’s budget as well as the 
property taxes and water revenues 
that support it. On Tuesday, they 
fi nished up some of those dialogues 
with a unanimous record vote to 
propose a tax rate of $0.64241 per 
$100 valuation for the coming fi s-
cal year.

Working with City Hall’s leader-
ship and considering updated data 
from local tax personnel, the elected 
officials opted for the so-called 
‘voter-approval tax rate’ Sept. 5, the 
highest rate the municipality may 
adopt without putting it to voters. It’s 
a 2.2 percent increase on the current 
tax rate for FY ‘22-23 ($0.62875) 
and will reap more revenue relative 
to this year after recent countywide 
increases in appraised values.

Those revenues total about 
$2,647,000, according to White 
Oak City Coordinator Jimmy Pur-
cell said. 

“And if we went with that route, 
that’s about $23,000 short,” he told 
the council.

Only a couple of residents attend-
ed the Sept. 5 Special Meeting, fol-
lowing on a handful the week before 
who exchanged brief comments with 

the council during public hearings on 
the tax rate and budget (projected at 
about $4.1 million in the latest itera-
tion posted at cityofwhiteoak.com).

That meeting also saw the council 
members reach a consensus on the 
city’s looming water rate increase. 
From their discussion, average water 
usage in White Oak (approximately 
5,000 gallons per month) will cost 
about 82 percent more moving for-
ward from this fall. 

On Aug. 29, the elected offi cials 
and city workers agreed the base 
rate should be increased from $24.60 
to $41.75. Customers will then be 
charged for usage per 1,000 gallons 
on an updated tier system with rela-
tive increases.

Currently, the adjusted water rates 
are scheduled to go into effect in 
October.

Following their end-of-August 
meeting, Purcell reached out to the 
city’s attorney to clarify how funds 
from White Oak Economic Develop-
ment Corporation can and cannot be 
used, particularly how they could be 
employed to offset city expenses. 
The council had discussed dipping 
into reserves to cover an anticipated 
shortfall and also debated asking 
WEDCO to assist in the purchase 
of a VeraBank property. Purcell 
suggested acquiring he 2,627 square-
foot building on South White Oak 
Road to use as a community center.

“Our city is a Type B sales tax rev-
enue,” Purcell reminded the council 

Sept. 5. “They can pretty much do 
a lot except for when it comes to 
putting money together for a loss 
to make up. They can do just about 
anything else,” from buying land and 
buildings to paying for equipment, 
facilities, infrastructure, street repair, 
water repair, drainage, demolition…

“There’s a lot there that WEDCO 
can help. With that being said, I feel 
that the area where we’re short, by 
going through the budget and pull-
ing out what has been budgeted for 
‘23-24, WEDCO can make up the 
difference.”

WEDCO was scheduled to meet 
Sept. 12, part of the city’s overall 
itinerary for wrapping up fi nancial 
plans for Fiscal Year 2023-2024, 
which begins Oct. 1. Requisite public 
hearings on the proposed tax rate are 
set for Sept. 19 before the council’s 
fi nal consideration.

“Either way, whatever our defi cit 
is, WEDCO can pick it up,” Mayor 
Kyle Kutch said. “No going into the 
reserves.”

White Oak’s reserves currently 
total $2,431,564, about seven months 
of operating costs, according to City 
Secretary & Finance Director Kris-
tine Toon.

Notably, the all-but-fi nal budget 
includes a requisite 15 percent in-
crease in health insurance premiums 
as well as a 3 percent raise for city 
personnel. Property insurance and 
worker’s compensation costs have 
increased as well, Toon noted.

Water, tax increases offi cially on 
tap for White Oak residents

Temperatures have been markedly cooler and recent 
rains have certainly been refreshing, but the area is still 
very much in the wildfi re danger zone.

Gladewater Fire Chief Mike Simmons’ is as grateful 
as anyone for the milder weather of recent days, but 
he’s especially thankful local residents have respected 
the county burn bans that have been in place since early 
August.

Fortunately, there have been no major incidents to 
speak of within Gladewater, though fi refi ghters have 
responded to other fl are-ups and are taking reports of 
smoke very seriously.

“We’ve had a few tiny things, and most of those are 
outside the city limits,” Simmons said. “We’ve been 
holding our own and doing well.”

Don’t let the break in the high temperatures and a hand-
ful of rainy days create a false sense of security, he says.

Burn ban remains in place
“I know we’ve got some cooler weather coming, but 

I don’t know when they’ll lift the burn ban.”
According to the Keech-Byrum Drought Index 

(KBDI) the area is sitting at 738 on the dryness refer-
ence scale, which has a max of 800. Even with recent 
precipitation, Simmons added, dryness is still increasing.

It will take signifi cant moisture to make up for the cur-
rent defi cit and other positive developments to mitigate 
the fi re risk overall.

“It doesn’t have to do with just rainfall, but also 
temperatures, heating, fuel loads, winds and, also, pre-
cipitation,” Simmons noted. “We typically go into the 
burn ban at 600. It’s 738 with the arrow going up, so it’s 
still drying out.”

When the local KBDI drops below 600, offi cials will 
consider lifting the burn ban. Meanwhile, “We appreciate 
our citizens for adhering to the burn ban.”
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Gladewater vs Spring Hill
7:30 p.m. Friday at Gladewater

Union Grove vs Cushing
7:00 p.m. Thursday at Union Grove

White Oak vs Harleton
7:30 p.m. Thursday at Harleton

Continued on Page 1B

Gladewater High School’s Hadassah Balcorta and White 
Oak High School’s Addison Clinkscales will join fi ve other 

Gregg County school contestants vying for 
the title of Miss Gregg County at the Gregg 
County Fair’s Sept. 14 event.

The pageant will be held on the main out-
dor stage, 9-11 p.m., and will also include 
the traditional “School Spirit” contest where 
area schools attend and loudly root on their 
contestant.

Miss Gregg County will receive the 
covenant crown and a sash, roses and a gift 
basket. Scholarship money will be awarded 
to each participant to help them achieve 
their college education.

Other contestants include: Spring 
Hill’s Keaton Elizabeth Croom, Kilgore’s 
Journee Moore, Sabine’s Camryn Tatum, 
Longview’s Cristina Guerrero, and Pine 

Tree’s Jaidyn Attaway.

 Past winners include:
2022 - Elle Woods, Longview High School
2021- Randi Floyd- Longview High School
2019 - Samantha Sommerfi eld - Pine Tree High School
2018 - Victoria Shipman - Kilgore High School
2017 - Raygan Barnhill - Spring Hill High School
2016 - Sallee Spencer - White Oak High School
2015 - Avery Ann Barnhill - Spring Hill High School
2014 - Taylor Neighbors - Sabine High School
2013 - Autria Compton - Kilgore Hill School
2012 - Ashley Phillips - Spring Hill School
2011 - Amber Bennett - Spring Hill School
2010 - Brook Davis - Spring Hill School
2009 - Amanda Goodson - Gladewater High School
2008 - Megan Cameron - Spring Hill High School
2007 - Ashley Alms - Spring Hill High School
2006 - Jessica Massey - White Oak High School
2005 - Lindsey Martin - Pine Tree High School
2004 - Ashley Elder - White Oak High School
2003 - Jackie Johnston - Gladewater High School
2002 - Mederith Ylitalo - Pine Tree High School
2001 - Heather Powdrill - Sabine High School

2000 - Destine Burks - Gladewater High School
1999 - Melissa Cloud - Gladewater High School
1998 - Racheal Beets - Kilgore High School
1997 - Lauren Gaunt - Longview High School
1996 - Kathryn Johnson - Pine Tree High School
1995 - Laura Merkly - Sabine High School
1994 - Jessica Swank - Pine Tree High School
1993 - Dawn Cambell - Spring Hill High School
1992 - Kathryn Felsenthal - Longview High School
1991 - Kristen Carter - Pine Tree High School
1990 - Merideth Dotson - Longview High School
1989 - Dena Trammel - Pine Tree High School
1988 - Laura Armstrong - Pine Tree High School
1987 - Eva Lee - Longview High School
1986 - Ginger Harris - Sabine High School
1985 - Lacy Holmes - Kilgore High School
1984 - Cindy Sloan - Spring Hill High School
1983 - To Be Announced - To Be Announced
1982 - Gwen Black - Spring Hill High School
1981 - Carol Green Spring Hill High School
1980 - Kelly Mills - Spring Hill High School
1979 - Andrea Druschke - Spring Hill High School

Gladewater High School Senior Homecoming Court: Hadassah Balcorta, Emma Langford, 
Jaiden Eeds, and A’mya Belcher. GHS Homecomign 2023 will be held Friday night prior to 
the kickoff between the Bears and Spring Hill.

GHS Freshman: Paytin 
Thompson and Kailey 

Kistler

GHS Junior: Melanie Perez 
and Gracie Sumner

GHS Sophomore: Ally 
Albright and Ella Williams

Balcorta, Clinkscales competing for Miss Gregg County crown

By James Draper
After weeks of research, water rate debates and wrangling the numbers, 

the City of White Oak’s leaders have reached a rough consensus on the 
community’s fi scal forecast and are getting all their ducks in a row to 
offi cially wrap things up this month.

Only a handful of residents turned up Aug. 29 for initial public hearings 
on the city’s 2023-2024 budget and tax rate. But for a few comments 
from their visitors, council members and city offi cials spent the bulk of 
the meeting hammering out the latest iteration of a looming increase to 
water costs. They then went several rounds on their fi nancials, reach-
ing some non-binding agreement. They were scheduled for a follow-up 
meeting Sept. 5 to make things offi cial – as that meeting fell after the 
print deadline for the Mirror, visit GladewaterMirror.com for the latest 
version of this article.

As of Tuesday morning, the short version is:
• Soon, the average White Oak water user will likely be paying about 

82 percent more on that portion of their utility bill as the community 
catches up on years of relatively low rates. There’s a little more number 
crunching to be done, but city staffers and council members generally 
agree on increasing the water base rate from $24.60 to $41.75 before 
adding usage costs per 1,000 gallons on an updated tier system with 
higher levels. As it stands, a homeowner who uses 5,000 gallons a month 
would see their water cost increase from $41.70 to $76.00 monthly, 
about $412 annually.

• Meanwhile, considering that imminent increase to water costs (sewer 
and waste remain the same), most council members prefer to keep the tax 
rate level, dip into their reserves a bit and put off an inevitable increase 
there until next year.

• While property tax revenues increase overall (after a countywide 
spike in appraised values) there’s about a $300,000 defi cit in the FY24 
budget at the current consensus tax rate – covering that with a minimum 
portion of available reserves, General Fund expenses total about $2.65 
million for the coming year. 

Notably, the all-but-fi nal budget includes a requisite 15 percent in-

White Oak council ready 
to vote on tax, budget

White Oak trustees wrapped up their annual 
fi nancial planning Thursday with the adoption of 
a decreased tax rate and a balanced budget for the 
coming year, and they fi nished with plenty of time to 
spare before the junior varsity football game against 
the Harmony Eagles.

After requisite public notice and a public hearing 
that drew no speakers, the board members unani-
mously approved the rate recommended by White 
Oak’s superintendent, approximately $1.18 per $100 
valuation.

“That’s about 11 cents less than what we had last 
year and about eight cents less than what the template 

says we need to raise the same amount of funding,” Dr. 
William Paul said, noting increased state funding helps 
cover the difference between what the district needs 
and what it will collect from taxpayers.

Supporting a balanced $16.4 million budget, the tax 
rate approved by trustees Aug. 31 includes 0.769800 
per $100 valuation in Maintenance & Operations plus 
0.416345 for Interest & Sinking for a combined total 
of $1.186145.

“We’re actually taxing at a much lower rate on the 
M&O side and much higher on the I&S because we 
have to pay more on our debt this year.”

WOISD tax rate dropping 11-cents

Continued on Page 5A

By Jayme Lozano Carver
After a tornado barreled through the small West 

Texas town of Matador last month, volunteers mobi-
lized to pick up the pieces — so many that the town 
was closed by law enforcement the following day.

The scene of neighbors helping neighbors sift 
through debris offered a fresh reminder that in lonely 
stretches of rural Texas, help after a natural disaster, 
a house fi re or a heart attack is likely to come in the 

Rural Texas — already starved for health 
care — faces a dearth of volunteer first responders

form of volunteers.
An abundance of volunteers, however, is not 

commonplace throughout Texas. In fact, in nearby 
Olton, the volunteers who answer the pleas of their 
fellow residents are worn out and ready to hang 
up their boots. There is uncertainty about who will 
refi ll the ranks.

“We’re getting older and some of us would like 

WEEK 3

CLINKSCALES

BALCORTA
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Continued on Page 3

Gladewater vs Jefferson
7:00 p.m. Friday at Gladewater

Union Grove vs Ore City
7:00 p.m. Thursday at Ore City

White Oak vs Atlanta
7:00 p.m. Friday at Atlanta

WEEK 8

Paul Foster

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar recently announced he will send cities, counties, transit systems and special 
purpose districts $1.1 billion in local sales tax allocations for October, 4.5 percent more than in October 2022.

These allocations are based on sales made in August by businesses that report tax monthly.
Gladewater, which is riding a 22-month positive posting of local sales tax revenue, and White Oak both 

recorded numbers that exceeded the previous year. Gladewater’s monthly numbers were up 3.49-percent and 
White Oak was up 12.31-percent. For the year, Gladewater was up 19.52-percent and White Oak was up 
11.27-percent.

Gladewater residents topped off 
13 roll-away trash containers in just 
four hours Saturday morning.

“Getting the tonnage is a near-
impossible guess,” according to 
City Hall’s Al Harrison. 

From mattresses to planters, 
furniture, clothing, appliances and 
plenty more in-between, locals 
turned up with truckloads of trash 
to pass on to city workers on East 
Commerce Street.

What was the oddest thing that 
ended up in the heap this time 

Gladewater’s city-wide 
cleanup big success

around?
“To me, there’s nothing odd any-

more,” Harrison said. He’s seen it 
all pass through on the way to the 
dump. “We’ve seen pretty much 
anything and everything thrown 
away. The next one will be the 
second Saturday in April. “That’s 
when we’ll have the tire recycling 
trailer.”

Five citizen-volunteers helped 
out during the four-hour garbage 
drive along with 13 Gladewater 
Public Works employees.

City workers help locals toss their trash Saturday morning 
during Gladewater’s Fall 2023 cleanup event. The next col-
lection drive is set for the second Saturday in April.

Photos by James Draper

Gladewater, White Oak sales tax revenue growing

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

recently returned 18 indictments, 
11 of them sealed, and no-billed 
one case, said District Attorney 
Billy Byrd.

Defendants, charges and bond 
information in the open indict-
ments, returned Oct. 5 in Gilmer, 
were as follows, Byrd’s office 
reported last Thursday:

Johnathan William Charles 
Darden, 35, of Longview, pos-
session of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) on Sept. 10, 
freed on $35,000 bond

Eddy Dwane McCartney, 37, 
of Longview, theft of property 
(worth) less than $2,500 with two 
or more previous convictions on 
July 19. He remained in county jail 
under $10,000 bond.

Eric Shon Cathey, 44, of Gilmer, 
aggravated assault with deadly 
weapon last Nov. 26, released on 
$45,000 bond

Jenna Lea Campos, a Big Sandy 
resident who turns 32 Saturday, 
assault police offi cer or judge on 
April 16, freed on $45,000 bond. 
(The assault was on an Upshur 
County sheriff ’s deputy, Byrd 
said.)

Domonique LeJoyce Auston, 25, 
of Pittsburg, assault police offi cer 
or judge on May 27, released on 
$50,000 bond. Byrd said that case 
also involved a sheriff’s deputy.

Stormy Dawn Clark, 30, of New 
Summerfi eld, evading arrest/deten-
tion with vehicle on March 10, 
released on $25,000 bond

Barak Ray Flinn, 20, of Gilmer, 
evading arrest/detention with ve-
hicle on Aug. 1. He was freed on 
$10,000 bond.

Nobody charged in the sealed 

Upshur County 
indictments 

handed down

Early voting for the Nov. 7 elec-
tions on 14 proposed amendments to 
the state constitution opens Monday.

Early voting dates and hours for  
Upshur voters at the civic center are 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, Oct. 
27, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
28, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Oct. 30-Nov.1, 
and 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Nov. 2-3.

Gregg County early voters can 
cast their ballot at the Gregg County 
Courthouse, 101 E Methvin St, in 
Longview, and LISD  Education 
Support Center at 1301 E. Young 
St., Pine Tree Community Center at 
1701 Pine Tree Rd and Lakeport City 
Hall at 207 Milam St. in Longview.

Polling places will be open from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. on election day, but 
not at the civic center. In Gladewa-
ter, voting is scheduled at St. James 
Baptist Church, 2800 W. Commerce 
on election day.

Under “countywide” voting,  
voters can cast election-day ballots 
at any polling place in the county 
whether they live in that precinct 
or not.

Early voting 
begins Monday 
in state election

City council members have greenlit the formation of a 
summer-collegiate team tied to White Oak’s ballpark.

The team name’s to be determined as the organizers of 
East Texas Sports & Entertainment prepare to reach out to the 
community for ideas. That name, too, is temporary while they 
develop a localized ‘Piney Woods’ moniker, but they’re hitting 
the gas to get things lined up well-ahead of a May 2024 debut.

“After touring the baseball fi elds, they liked what they saw, 
and now they want to see about coming in and leasing the fi eld 
from the city,” White Oak City Coordinator Jimmy Purcell 
told council members ahead of Scott Kirk’s initial pitch for 
the developing team last week.

According to Kirk, the team will be part of the burgeoning 
Mid America League under president Matt Perry, running 
from late-May through mid-August. The current plan is a 
68-game schedule, 34 at home, the other half on the road.

“Most of our markets are about this size. We’re not a 
league that goes into bigger cities looking for huge crowds. 
We’re very comfortable in places like this,” Kirk told council 
members. Initially, the group was also eyeing Kilgore for the 
opportunity, but a variety of circumstances shifted the focus 
to White Oak.

Summer-collegiate team OK’d at WO ballpark
“To say that it met our expectations is an understate-

ment. We couldn’t believe how nice the fi eld is, how nice 
the facility is.”

Importantly, Purcell noted, none of the new team’s 
activities will interfere with White Oak ISD baseball at all.

“Absolutely,” Kirk reiterated. Schedules are unlikely to 
clash anyway, but “If they have a home playoff game, it’s 
theirs, no questions asked.

“We’re in charge of our own schedule, so we understand. 
We’re not running anybody out of there.”

Under the agreement unanimously-approved by council 
members Oct. 16, the group will lease the fi eld for $100 to 
$200 per game (depending on the results of a utility study) 
for a period of fi ve years. The term can be extended to 10 
years with council approval.

The agreement also anticipates capital improvements of 
up to $100,000 throughout the life of the lease, a mixture of 
temporary and permanent upgrades from extending netting 
for protecting the audience from line drives to adding and 
improving seating or other enhancements that could be 
enjoyed by high school players and fans as well.

Continued on Page 7
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Gladewater vs Sabine
7:00 p.m. Friday at Sabine

White Oak vs Tatum
7:00 p.m. Friday at White Oak

Continued on Page 3
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October is Breast Cancer Aware- 
ness Month — a time when the 
disease affecting hundreds of 
thousands of American women 
each year gets renewed attention.

American women have a one in 
eight chance (12.9%) of developing 
breast cancer during their lifetimes, 
while American men have a one in 
800 chance (0.13%), according to 
the National Institutes of Health’s 
National Cancer Institute.

Each year about 264,000 women 
are diagnosed with breast cancer, 
and approximately 42,000 women 
die of the disease, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) reports. (About 2,400 men 
are diagnosed with breast cancer 
each year and some 500 men die 
from it annually, CDC data shows.)

Since breast cancer is more com- 
monly found in women aged 40 
and up, medical professionals and 
orga- nizations recommend routine 
breast cancer screenings for mid-
dle-aged and senior women. This 
includes mammograms — a breast 
cancer screening method that’s led 
to age-based debate among experts.

There are also important breast 
cancer risk factors to note, say 
experts.

“Having one fi rst-degree rela- 
tive with breast cancer doubles a 
woman’s risk,” said Dr. Kathleen 
Ki- ernan Harnden, director of 
breast oncology at the Inova Schar 
Cancer Institute in Annandale, 
Virginia.

Other high-risk factors include 
a family history of breast cancer, 
a known genetic mutation or a 
previous breast biopsy, according 
to Harnden.

Given this, Harnden said there 
are key questions all women should 
ask themselves before they request 
a mammogram consultation or ap- 
pointment:

1. Do I have an increased risk of 
breast cancer and how can I reduce 
my risk for breast cancer?

3. Will my mammogram be 
three-dimensional (3D) or two- 
dimensional (2D)?

Harnden recommends 3D mam- 
mography over 2D because mul-
tiple images are taken from differ-
ent angles, which may make breast 
tissue analysis clearer.

Here’s a deeper dive into these 
topics.

What is breast cancer?
Breast cancer is a disease that 

occurs in breast tissue when
cells in the breast “change and 

grow out of control,” according to 
MedlinePlus, an online health in-
formation service produced by the 
U.S. National Library of Medicine.

The cells that cause breast cancer 
usually form a tumor — an abnor-
mal mass of tissue.

Cancer cells and cancerous tu-
mors (malignant) are danger- ous 
because they can disrupt organ 
functions and kill healthy cells if 
left to spread, which can cause 
serious harm or death if left un-
treated, according to a report from 
MedicalNewsToday, a medical 
news website owned by Healthline 
Media.

Breast cancer is the second 
most common cancer in women 
after skin cancer, says the National 
Cancer Institute.

Breast cancer diagnoses are 
extremely rare in teens. Teen girls 
between ages 15 and 19 have an 
incidence rate of 0.2 per 100,000, 
the CDC indicates.

Girls younger than 15 don’t 
have a calculated breast cancer 
incidence rate because the CDC 
suppresses data when there are 
fewer than 16 cases, which the 
agency notes on its “United States 
Cancer Statistics: Data Visualiza-
tions” webpage.

Come this Saturday and next April, the best place to be will be deep 
in the heart of Texas. That’s where the brightest star of all will be at the 
center of two celestial phenomenons.

Within a span of six months, Texas will be the only state to witness 
not one, but two solar eclipses: an annular solar eclipse on Oct. 14, 2023, 
and—the one many are eagerly awaiting—the total solar eclipse on April 
8, 2024. Whether you’re an astronomy buff or just have a passing interest 
in celestial events, don’t be left in the dark. 

The annular solar eclipse on Oct. 14 will be at least partially visible 
from all of the Lower 48 states as well as parts of Mexico and Canada.

Here’s everything you need to know about the event, also called a 
“ring of fi re.”

An annular solar eclipse depends on where the moon is located. When 
it’s at or near its farthest point from Earth, the moon looks smaller. That 
phenomenon is what creates the fi ery orange circle at the peak of the 
eclipse, rather than blocking out the sun completely.

The ring of fi re’s path over the U.S. starts in Oregon at 9:13 a.m. local 
time, or 12:13 p.m. EDT. It will then move southeast across parts of Cali-

fornia, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico to the Texas 
Gulf Coast. The farther you are in either direction, the less you’ll see. 
NASA has an interactive map that can tell you exactly when you’ll see the 
eclipse in your location, what to expect it to look like and for how long.

It’s a little too early to say for sure what the weather will be, but gener-
ally fall is favorable in many areas along the ring of fi re’s path. 

“For parts of the Southwest, it’s a typically drier time of year, which 
means odds lean toward clearer skies in mid-October vs. other times of 
year like winter when storm systems track through the region and summer 
when the monsoon is active,” senior weather.com digital meteorologist 
Chris Dolce.

It’s really important to protect your eyes. No one should ever look 
directly at the sun, and an eclipse is no different. Experts recommend 
using special glasses or viewers. Make sure they are from a reputable 
source and meet the safety standard for sun viewing. 

This eclipse will pass over a part of Texas that will be treated to a total 
solar eclipse on April 8. The April event will also be at least partially 
visible from all the Lower 48.

First of two solar eclipses this Saturday 

It’s been a long time in the works, but after about four years of back-
and-forth with Union Pacifi c Railroad, the City of Gladewater is just 
shy of acquiring property south of the railroad tracks in the center of 
downtown.

It means offi cials now have to choose how they’ll fence the stretch, and 
they’re working toward a community-funded monument-style fenceline 
to enhance the overall aesthetic.

“The paperwork is still not fully-signed,” Mayor Scott Owens said, 
“but it’s laying on somebody’s desk to be signed.”

According to City Manager Charlie Smith, the city will wire $86,000 
to Union Pacifi c as soon as the deal is set.

“We had been leasing that property over there for years and years and 
years,” he said. Previously, when Union Pacifi c opted to increase the lease 
costs, the city attempted to acquire the land through Eminent Domain, 
exercising its legal authority to take private property for public use. “It 
got into a lawsuit and one thing after another. 

After four years and lots of dialogue, “They came up with an agreement 
that the city would buy that southern part for $86,000.”

The City of Gladewater will continue its upkeep of the remaining 
property held by UP.

“We are leasing the property on the north side… with the lease payment 
being on us to maintain mowing and trimming of the bushes,” Owens 
noted. Meanwhile, “We purchased four different blocks of property on 
the south side of the railroad tracks. 

“We are required on the south side at the 50-foot line to put up a fence. 
That fence is designed then to push people to the intersections for any 

City, Union Pacific finalize land deal

crossing when we have events downtown –instead of them crossing in 
the middle and maybe getting stuck on the track.”

The City of Gladewater will 
sponsor a free “City-Wide Clean-
Up Day” to its residents this Satur-
day, Oct. 14, 8 a.m. to noon. 

Dumpsters will be positioned by 
the railroad track beside East Com-
merce Street. City workers will be 
on hand to help unload items.

The following are items that are 
NOT allowed in the downtown 
dumpsters:
● Tires
● Construction materials
● Roofi ng Materials
● Any materials resulting from 

contractual work or commercially 
related activities
● Hazardous Materials

● Paint
● Batteries
● Motor Oil
● Refrigerant containing items 

(Refrigerators, freezers, air condi-
tioning units, etc.) 

Please note-Refrigerant units 
may be collected, but only if they 
have been tagged by a certifi ed 
technician to be free of CFC’s.

If you miss this event, the city 
also has a recycle receptacle at the 
end of the City Hall parking lot for 
residents.

Residents are asked to not  leave 
items or trash outside of the recep-
tacle. Place the items inside the 
recyling bin.
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THREE DEATHS A DAY IN TEXAS 
DUE TO DRUNK DRIVING
TxDOT campaign aims to deter 

drunk driving this summer
 
AUSTIN – Drunk driving deaths increased again 

last year in Texas, and TxDOT is urging all Texans 
to save lives and reverse this trend by choosing a 
sober ride.

 Monse Montoya’s family was destroyed when a 
drunk driver ran through a stop sign and T-boned her 
parents’ car. The crash instantly killed her father and 
her 15-year-old brother. Her mother survived, but she 
spent a week in the ICU.

 The driver 
of the other 
car had been 
drinking with 
his coworkers 
before getting 
b e h i n d  t h e 
wheel, instead 
of arranging 
a sober ride. 
He’s now in 
prison, while 
Monse’s fam-
ily has been 
l e f t  b r o k e n 
b e c a u s e  o f 
his  reckless 
choice.

 It’s a tragic 
but  dis turb-
ingly common 
story — 1,162 people were killed in drunk driving 
crashes in Texas in 2022, a 2% increase from the 
year before.

 That’s equivalent to three people dying every day 
of the year. TxDOT is sharing stories like Monse’s 
as a part of its Faces of Drunk Driving campaign. 
Through these stories, TxDOT hopes to remind Tex-
ans that behind every statistic is a person from our 
community—a brother or sister, a parent, a neighbor, 
a friend.

 “Numbers can sometimes feel abstract,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. “But 
these are real people whose lives were either lost or 
forever altered by someone’s decision to drink and 
drive. We hope that the stories featured in our Faces 
of Drunk Driving campaign will inspire Texans to 
always arrange a sober ride home.”

 Last year, a staggering 26% of all traffic deaths 
in Texas involved a drunk driver. Those crashes led 
to one person dying every 7 hours and 32 minutes.

 The Faces of Drunk Driving campaign reminds 
us that driving under the influence can have seri-
ous and often irreparable physical, emotional and 
financial consequences for survivors and offenders 
alike. Beyond the all-too-real possibility of taking a 
life, a DWI/DUI can be expensive and can lead to 
difficulty finding or keeping a job, loss of trust from 
loved ones, and a lifetime of regret.

 This year’s campaign will feature events around 
the state to share stories from Texans who deal every 
day with the consequences of a drunk driving crash. 
Events will include an exhibit of powerful video 
testimonials. Full video stories and other impaired 
driving information are available online, at https://
www.soberrides.org/.

 TxDOT’s Faces of Drunk Driving campaign is a 
key component of #EndTheStreakTX, a broader so-
cial media and word-of-mouth effort that encourages 
drivers to make safer choices while behind the wheel 
to help end the streak of daily deaths. November 7, 
2000, was the last deathless day on Texas roadways.

A DWI CAN COST UP TO 
$17,000 IN FINES AND FEES

The cost of a DWI in Texas ranges from 
place to place. See how the costs could 
add up:
1st DWI offense fine: $250 to $2,000
Bail: up to $1,000
Court costs: up to $500
Attorney fees: average is up to $9,400
Probation fees (12 months): up to $1,200
Alcohol Education Course: $70 to $200
Increased car insurance: about $1,000
Car impound and towing fee: about $200
Car storage fees (up to 5 days): $100
Ignition interlock device (1 year): $1,400
Restitution amounts: not included

GRAND TOTAL:UP TO $17,000

We’ll get through this

Gregg County Sheriff’s Office, along with Gladewater firefighters, assisted Truman Smith Children’s Care 
Center in time of crisis following last week’s storm. The Gregg County Sheriff’s Office is sent a trustee 
crew to the center to lend a helping hand during the ongoing power outage and heat warning. They helped 
locals offloading a shipment of generators and air conditioners to help keep the facility cool and ensure 
the well-being of the children and staff. Power outages and heat warnings can be especially challenging 
for vulnerable individuals.

City stresses streets at packed town hall meeting

East Texas recovers 
after hurricane-like storm

By James Draper
Last week’s storm raged in, roared out and left dam-

aged homes, block streets, oppressively hot days, muggy 
nights and dark screens in its wake.

Recovery began immediately across the region Friday 
as first responders from Gladewater and other communi-
ties deployed to help their communities. Thousands of 
linemen from Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative and 
SWEPCO gathered from multiple states to tackle downed 
lines, wrecked poles, fried equipment.

With about a quarter of a million SWEPCO customers 
in the dark and approximately 97 percent of URECC’s 
network down, they had their work cut out for them, but 
the hours and days since the ‘hurricane-like’ incident saw 
block after block of power restored.

There’s more work ahead, but at least the combined 
efforts of emergency workers, utility personnel, local 
public servants, friends and neighbors are working to 
lift the burden for others in need.

“We’ll get through this,” Jerry Howell told his friend, 
grabbing a belated cup of coffee and swapping storm 
stories on the phone in the bustling Gladewater Donut 
Shop the morning of June 16. “The power’s starting to 
come back on in Gladewater.”

Texas Governor Greg Abbott’s initial disaster dec-
laration included Upshur County in addition to Cass, 
Franklin, Harrison, Marion and Wood. The Governor’s 
declaration later added Camp, Gregg, Hopkins, Panola, 
Smith, and Titus counties. Abbott’s proclamation detailed 
the wide array of dangerous weather that stretched across 
this corner of Texas, beginning on June 14 and continu-
ing through Friday morning, which brought the worst 
damage to Gladewater and the surrounding area: gusting 
winds, hail, lightning, pounding rain and flash flooding. 
In addition to a deadly tornado in Perryton, a second 
was confirmed to have touched down in Panola County.

Though multiple homes and other property in Glade-
water sustained damaged from water, wind and falling 
trees, Gladewater Fire Chief and Emergency Coordinator 
Mike Simmons said the community escaped the storm 
with no fatalities or injuries reported.

In an initial assessment, “We’re looking at 2-3 days 
possibly before power’s fully restored,” Simmons said. 
“Talking to the Gregg County emergency manager, it’s 
just a lot of trees down and power lines.”

The estimate rang true for many local utility customers, 
but some were still in the dark as the next week began.

Gladewater City Hall was among the many spots with-
out power, nevertheless deploying crews to tackle trees 
across many roads and main routes – Gay Avenue, for 
example, was unpassable in the 2100 block with a large 
tree covering the roadway after it pulled down multiple 
lines. It was just one of many, though, a scene repeated 
numerous times across town as locals woke up to the 
chaos left by the June 15-16 tempest.

As local drivers struggled to remember how to navigate 
flashing red lights and dark traffic signals, they also got 

to clean-up.
Matt Kates set to cleaning up his property on Rodeo at Woodbine 

immediately. He said the storm roared through “like a freight train” 
and he wouldn’t be surprised if the winds hit 90 mph – his back 
fence is a mess.

By James Draper
But for a bit of road rage, most of last week’s 

Town Hall Meeting about ‘Safe Streets and Roads’ 
grant funds stayed on topic – How can Gladewater 
best use federal funds to make its pedestrian and 
driving routes safer?

It was, at times, a challenge for city officials to 
keep the focus on the future. The public dialogue 
drew a packed house at Gladewater City Hall, and 
multiple attendees came ready to unload their cur-
rent concerns about common complaints – from 

potholes to damaged driveways, subpar pavement, litter 
and more.

Gladewater officials listened and took notes on ev-
erything, but their key task was to collect suggestions 
from the community about how they might eventually 
use federal funds to improve roadway safety within the 
constraints of a governmental grant program. 

“Right now, this is a planning grant,” said Al Harrison, 
city inspector.

One relevant note came from Claudette Clay, who sug-
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Dam’d ...
if they don’t

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
announced last week he will send 
cities, counties, transit systems and 
special purpose districts $1.03 bil-
lion in local sales tax allocations 
for June, 2 percent more than in 
June 2022.

Gladewater continues to ride a 
positive wave - 20 months in-a-
row - posting a 23.57% increase 
over last year’s sales tax revenue, 
and White Oak’s numbers posted a 
13.30% rise over 2022.

Gladewater riding 
20 months of growth

Round-Up Rodeo beats rain, 
posts successful 86th event

Marla Moore was presented the coveted “Director of the 
Year” award at Saturday’s 86th Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo.               Photo by Jim Bardwell

Jeff Askey was presented the “Silver Spurs” award at thsi 
year’s 86th Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo. Rodeo President 
Kyle Moore made the presentation.    Photo by Jim Bardwell

Meagan Hodge was named Rodeo Queen of the 
86th Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo. She was 
crowned by 2022 Queen Kallie Rogers.

Scout Speed was named “Gladewater 
Round-Up Rodeo Little Miss” at this 
year’s rodeo.

By Jim Bardwell
Four great nights of rodeo action 

wrapped up Saturday at the 86th 
Annual Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo and Round-Up Presidnet 
Kyle Moore said this was one of the 
best attended rodeos in years - even 
with the threat of stormy weather.

Moore said ticket sales exceeded 
prior years and the two queen 
pagents - Round-Up Queen and 
Round-Up Little Miss - brought 
in thousands of dollars which will 
help the rodeo association continue 
to award scholarships to deserv-
ing graduating seniors in the East 
Texas area.

Meagan Hodge was crowned 
2023 Queen of the Round-Up Ro-
deo, while Scout Speed took home 
the grown for the first-ever “Litte 
Miss” contest.

Heavy rains might have made the 
arena muddy and caused the calf 
scramble to be canceled - much to 
the delight of parents who would 
have had to tote the mud-covered 
kiddos home - and it made it tough 
to wrestle the steers to the water-
soaked ground - but it didn’t stop 
the “greatest show on dirt” (or in 
this case - mud).

Jeff Askey was presented with 
the coveted “Silver Spurs” award, 
joining rodeo legends like Jim 
Shoulders, Don Gay, John Quin-
tana, Freckles Brown, Joe Beaver, 
Neal Gay and Deb Mohonto name 
just a few.

The other big winners from the 
week were the fans, who got to 
watch some if the best cowboys 
and cowgirls in the PRCA and 
WPRA compete each night for big 
money - a total purse of $62,532 - 
and points for a trip to the nationals 
in Las Vegas later this year.

Here are the results:
Bareback riding: 1. Bodee Lam-

mers, 88.5 points on Rafter G Rodeo’s 
Ankle Biter, $1,525; 2. Ben Kramer, 
83.5, $1,155; 3. Lane McGehee, 83, 
$832; 4. Yance Day, 81.5, $554; 5. 
Kade Berry, 79, $323; 6. A.J. Ruth, 

73, $231.
Steer wrestling: 1. Walt Arnold, 

3.4 seconds, $2,202; 2. Rowdy Par-
rott, 3.7, $1,915; 3. Jace Land, 3.9, 
$1,628; 4. Boyd Sawyer, 4.0, $1,340; 

5. (tie) Slammer Powers and Tyler 
Waguespack, 4.1, $910 each; 7. 
Matt Reeves, 4.3, $479; 8. Termaine 
Debose, 4.6, $191.

Continued on Page 10

Lake stakeholders launch ‘critical’ 
conversations about safety issues

By James Draper
Lake Gladewater is the community’s only water source. It’s a ‘critical as-

set,’ first on the list for the city, and that makes its dam critical infrastructure.
Local officials are focused on protecting, maintaining and enhancing the 

lake, but aspects of the dam have been allowed to deteriorate across years 
and decades. Changing administrations, staff turnover, evolving priorities, 
mixed messaging, incomplete information – there are a variety of causes, 
but at least a consensus is rising to the surface.

Some elements of the dam are now approaching critical condition. 
Some, perhaps, are already at that point or past it. Considering the whole, 
there’s a growing sense of urgency driving a fresh dialogue among the 
community’s leadership.

There was recently a joint meeting of the Gladewater City Council, the 
Lake Board, Gladewater Economic Development Corporation and other 
stakeholders and residents. Their focus shifted quickly, and relatively 
smoothly, from developing a vision for the lake’s future to immediately 
crafting a strategy that addresses present issues.

“I love Lake Gladewater. I love this city. I love this town,” Gladewater 
Fire Chief Mike Simmons told the various officials and residents assembled 
in Gladewater City Hall June 1. “I am just as passionate about that lake as 
anybody in here, and I am tasked with protecting that lake.

“It’s a bigger picture thing that we have to think about. That’s our primary 
and only water source for the City of Gladewater.”

In most cities, people don’t routinely access that kind of critical asset on 
a regular basis, he added, underscoring the need to enforce safety regula-
tions for users of the lake alongside maintenance that keeps it in the best 
condition possible.

Meanwhile, the dam that’s responsible for the existence of the lake needs 
work – immediately and daily, monthly, quarterly, annually. It’s a hybrid of 
an earthen dam, a concrete spillway and a nearby emergency spillway that 
comes into play when the water’s level exceeds 302 feet above sea-level.

What’s the rating for the dam? Gladewater Council Member Rocky 
Hawkins asked the fire chief.

Officially-rated as a ‘High’ hazard dam, according to Simmons the front 
side is in ‘Fair’ condition so long as it’s maintained. The back side of the 
earthen dam is in ‘Poor’ condition – see separate story on Page 1.

In general, “It’s in decline,” Simmons said, from voids in the concrete 
spillway to leaks to slough off the earthen dam to a litany of other needs, 
large and small, that must be tended – some immediately. He’s loathe to 
be an alarmist but insistent on working on problems without delay, getting 
things back up to speed that have been neglected. “The focus has been 
on the fun part of the lake instead of understanding that we also have to 
protect this critical infrastructure. It needs a good long-term thought-and-
vision process.

“Step one, we’ve got to get back to the basics. We’ve got to protect our 
critical infrastructure.”

Retiree Dustin Minton is already making his living out on the lake and 
says he’s eager to become a private investor in developing the local amenity.

However, that prospect’s a bit further down the road, he added during 

‘We’re hoping to make it better’
Dam demands proactive approach for long-term safety

By James Draper
Lake Gladewater and its dam are on Mike Simmons’ mind.
A lot.
As Gladewater Fire Chief and the community’s emergency coordi-

nator, Simmons and his team are tasked with keeping relevant crisis 
management plans up-to-date. They’ll be among the first responders 
implementing those strategies if the need arises.

They’re the kind of plans a person never wants to pull off the shelf, 
but they’d better be up-to-date and on-hand, regardless. So, Simmons 
and other staff members are in the midst of updating the 3-ring binder 
tied to the city’s most critical asset, its water source.

Meanwhile, the fire chief’s been making the rounds of the city’s 
elected and appointed officials as well as city staffers, contractors 
and residents, gathering information and getting everyone on the 
same page: This is the reality of the dam. These are the facts at Lake 
Gladewater. This is what the law, physics, best practices and common 
sense dictate needs to be done and when.

All that said, Simmons doesn’t want to be an “alarmist,” and he’s 
working with city leaders, employees and contractors to ensure the 
alarm never has to be sounded.

“It happens. It happens all over the country,” Simmons told a joint 
Continued on Page 5
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Gladewater council members spent 
a good portion of their July 20 session 
talking about rules of order, and the 
dialogue soon proved the need for 
some form of guidelines to streamline 
discussion.

It likely won’t be Robert’s Rules 
of Order – if there was anything the 
elected officials could agree on last 
week, it was that the minutiae of that 
standard guide to parliamentary pro-
cedure is probably more than Glade-
water’s dais needs.

Rather, council members estab-
lished a committee (eventually) to 
review what the body is currently do-
ing, to see what can be improved and 
to codify it enough for a vote.

“Let’s put something back in front 
of the council that we can talk about,” 
councilman Kevin Clark said. “If we 
put down what we do and what we do 
well on a piece of paper, I think that 
would suffice.”

Clark brought the topic for council 
discussion at their regular meeting for 
July, following up after he missed a 
previous meeting and watched it via 
the Gladewater Mirror’s livestream 
on Facebook. That outside perspec-
tive revealed the need for established 
procedures, he said. 

It’s not the first time council mem-
bers have debated adopting Robert’s 
Rules as a meeting guide – about 15 
years ago, a similar discussion went 
nowhere.

“We do, oddly enough, follow 
quite a bit of Robert’s Rules,” Clark 
added, bettering it in some ways. That 
said, “Nothing that we do is written 
down. It does seem that we can make 
a codified version of Robert’s Rules 
that fits us.

Acknowledging the minutiae of par-
liamentary procedure is rife for abuse 
by bad actors, “I don’t want to be like 
Congress. I do think we need a set of 
rules that we can adhere to. I would 
like to have them written.”

Council member Rocky Hawkins 
agrees.

“It would make our job a lot easier 
if somebody had something to refer 
to,” he said.

According to Gladewater City Man-
ager Charlie Smith, as a home rule 
city, the council members can adopt 
whatever procedures they want.

“This would be really beneficial for 
on-boarding new council members,” 
councilwoman Brandy Flanagan said. 
“I would have to say that it needs to 
be very simple.”

Previously, Mayor Scott Owens 
noted, past council members adopted 
an ordinance to regulate how items are 
added to the agenda. Previous officials 
declined to adopt Robert’s Rules for 
the sake of not getting bogged down.

“Those rules of order do need to be 
adhered to in generalities,” he said. 
“The most important thing, I believe, 
is that every voice needs to be heard. 
We do not need to speak over each 
other, that everybody has a chance to 
speak, to offer rebuttal on things…”

For council member Teddy Sorrells, 
that’s why such procedures exist – to 
ensure every person has an equal op-
portunity to weigh in. The Texas Open 
Meetings Act has some provisions and 
regulations, he added, but Robert’s 
Rules of Order is the standard for a 
reason.

“We’ve been in a number of discus-
sion where Robert’s Rules would have 
settled some issues that we didn’t get 
settled and we’re still having conver-
sations about them,” Sorrells said. “I 
feel like it is very important for us 
as a council to have rules in place so 
that we can be able to do our business 
and every council member has an 
opportunity to discuss and engage in 
that business.”

Ultimately, after rounds of discus-
sion, the council members approved a 
new rules committee chaired by Sor-
rells and including Flanagan, Owens 
and Hawkins who will bring back 
proposed rules at a later date.

Gladewater
council rules 
it needs rules

By James Draper
As Gladewater firefighters focused on rescue and damage control the 

night of the mid-June storm that wrecked the community and surround-
ing area, the emergency responders were blocked in both directions on 
Hwy. 80.

Large trees had been downed on the roadway, and clearing them was 
going to be a major undertaking at that time of night in the midst of 
sideways rain and roaring weather.

Fortunately, GFD Capt. Kevin Palmer says, Troy Bradley of 271 
Wreckers was inbound.

To the first responders’ relief, Bradley was ready to make short work 
of the blockages: “He would back his flatbed wrecker up to the trees and 
we would hook a cable around the tree. He would then pull these large 
trees parallel to the highway,” Palmer described. “We would unhook 
the cable, and he would back up and use the ‘stinger’ to push the trees 
completely off the road.

“What would have taken 3-5 hours to complete, we were able to com-
plete in just under an hour. Additionally, this whole time it was raining 
very hard.”

Bradley just kept working, Palmer emphasized in his after-action report 
on the June 16 storm.

“He never complained and was very happy to help,” Palmer concluded, 
recommending the man for recognition from the City of Gladewater.

Bradley got the spotlight July 20 during Gladewater council members’ 
monthly meeting. Gladewater Fire Chief Mike Simmons also recognized 
Palmer and firefighter Tim Basham for their contributions during the 
harsh weather and recovery.

“Troy did all this without us even calling and asking. This is a particular 
incident where a lot of folks did a lot of things right,” Simmons said, 

First responders recognize 
helpers after storm

Gladewater Fire Chief Mike Simmons (right) celebrates 
three local men for their help to the community during the 
June 16 storm including (from left) 271 Wreckers’ Troy 
Bradley, GFD Firefighter Tim Basham and Capt. Kevin 
Palmer, who served as incident commander as the mid-
June weather roared through town.    Photo by Lois Reed

By James Draper 
With more than two dozen trans-

fer applications in-hand and more 
incoming, White Oak ISD Superin-
tendent Dr. William Paul was quick 
to remind trustees the district’s 
transfer policy is in flux.

“Keep in mind, this is kind of 
a fluid situation,” he told board 
members at their mid-July session.

When transfer guidelines were 
first issued earlier this year, they 
had a cut-off date of June 29. 

“At that point, we hadn’t quite 
reached the number that I was look-
ing for,” Paul said. “We pushed it 
back to July 20.”

By the time their July 14 meet-
ing rolled around, the district had 
received 28 transfer applications, 
accepting 23 – the five denials 
were for a variety of factors include 
grades, attendance, disciplinary 
history and other factors. Available 
space was an issue as well with 
both the second and fifth grades 
full and not taking any transfers at 
the moment.

Following the most recent meet-
ing and the final cut-off, Paul 
anticipates the district’s policy 
will ultimately accommodate year-
round applications.

“If we want to be open to trans-
fers, we need to be open to them 
whenever, not when it’s convenient 
for us.”

That said, all transfers remain 
subject not just to the school’s rules 
but also to regulations set by the 
University Interscholastic League.

“I think what people need to 
understand is there’s definitely a 
divide between what a local school 
district has as transfer policy and 
eligibility for UIL purposes.”

The website UILtexas.org con-
tains the complete breakdown of 
guidelines for student eligibility 
for all UIL contests, including ar-
eas impacted by transfers. WOISD 
Athletic Director Michael Ludlow 
walked board members through 
highlights from the UIL policies 
– simply put, the regulations are 
complex, touching everything 
from residency to guardianship to 
options for waivers.

“If the UIL doesn’t do this, it 
turns into the Wild Wild West,” 
Ludlow said. “It’s tough. There’s 
gotta be checks and balances.”

More parents 
seek transfers 

for kids into 
WOISD schools

Gladewater Fire Department’s Russell Webb sprays down the pavement at Hwy. 80 and 
Shell Camp with help from James Lynn July 18 following a concrete spill at about 11 a.m. 
With the westbound lane of 80 closed for the cleanup, drivers were redirected down Shell 
Camp to Lynn Street.              Photo by James Draper

There’s an ongoing disparity between White Oak 
ISD’s local property valuations and the tallies by the 
state’s appraisers.

Estimates put the gap at more than 10 percent 
year-to-year, and it’s on the district to square up the 
two sets of numbers or lose funding for it – as much 
as $1 million.

The task falls to a law firm of the district’s choos-
ing. That team of experts can bring the school and 
the state together through various means: by making 
sure top appraisers are looking at what they ought to, 
by ensuring the values are accurate, double-checking 
nothing’s been missed locally and challenging num-
bers when necessary.

“They want to bring those values together so we 
stand to lose the least amount of money or none,” 
according to Dr. William Paul, White Oak Super-
intendent.

During their July 14 meeting, WOISD trustees 
heard from Gregg County Chief Appraiser Mark 
Cormier as well as representatives from three law 
firms vying to be the district’s advocates on ap-
praisals. 

For almost four decades, that’s been McCreary 
Veselka Bragg & Allen, based in Round Rock. Paul 
also wanted pitches from Perdue Brandon Fielder 
Collins & Mott (out of Houston) as well as Line-
barger Goggan Blair & Sampson (Austin). 

Each firm made their case to carry the torch for 
White Oak. No decision was made July 14 as the 
district’s leaders continue to grapple with the situ-
ation, looking for the best representative to take up 
the challenge.

“Local appraisals have to be within a certain range 
of what Austin’s appraisals are in order to be compli-
ant, for lack of a better word,” Paul explained. “If 

White Oak works to close gap 
between local, state valuations

you are below 95 percent (of the state’s figures) then 
you get put into what they call a ‘grace period’ where 
the state does not dock your funding for three years. If 
after three years your local appraisals have not come 
into that threshold of what Austin says they have to 
be then we start losing funding from the state.”

Lately, the state’s values have skyrocketed, he 
added.

“What’s happened is basically the state’s appraisal 
district values have escalated a lot faster than what our 
local property values are. Whatever curve they’re on is 
much steeper than ours. Ours is still steep, we’ve come 
up a bunch, but theirs has gone up as much and more.”

Paul doesn’t want to see White Oak go through 
the same rigors as other districts that reached the end 
of their three years of grace. If the state won’t go 
backward for the district to catch up, at least someone 
could put the brakes on the increases.

“The entity that stands to lose the most is the school 
district because we’re the one who it’s going to cost 
funding,” he said. “As a school district, we don’t 
want to hurt taxpayers any more than they already 
are. Property values have gone up so much, we know 
they’re feeling the pain. It’s a pickle.”

With White Oak nearing the end of that grace 
period, Paul brought in the law firms to get ahead of 
any problems.

“At the end of the day, I’ve got to do what’s best 
for White Oak and I want to make sure that whoever’s 
working for us is going to be in the best interests of 
White Oak,” Paul said. “If that means getting them all 
in the same room competing for our business, that’s 
what we’ll do.”

It’s a statewide issue, Paul said, nothing that the 
district is facing alone. It’s not simple, however, and 

Continued on Page 8
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Proponents are calling it the 
“biggest property tax cut in Texas 
history.” Both chambers of the 
Texas Legislature passed an $18 
billion package during the second 
special session, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman reported.

If signed as expected by Gov. 
Greg Abbott, the bill raises the 
homestead exemption to $100,000, 
with an additional $40,000 exemp-
tion for owners 65 and older. It also 
dedicates more than $12 billion to 
lower school property taxes.

Agreement on a tax cut plan 
took months of haggling between 
competing plans in the House and 
Senate. After House Speaker Dade 
Phelan and Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick 
met, a plan began to fall into place.

“I thank my partners in the Texas 
Legislature for coming together to 
honor the best interests of hard-
working Texans who want to own 
their property—not rent it from 
the government,” Abbott said in a 
statement following the passage of 
the tax plan.

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
will send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose dis-
tricts $1.1 billion in local sales tax 
allocations for July, 7.5 percent 
more than in July 2022. These al-
locations are based on sales made 
in May by businesses.

Gladewater is seeing its 21st-
straight month of growth with a 
13.60% rise over last year, while 
White Oak is posting a 15.80% 
increase over 2022’s revenue.

21 months of growth 
posted in Gladewater

Tax-relief 
plan headed
to governor

White Oak FFA Chapter has had a full passion fi lled, 
uplifting, successful, connection based, and week fi lled with 
growth but it also was a week to highlight this outstanding 
past YEAR!! 

White Oak FFA made history. For the 1st time ever the  
members were named state champions not 1, but 3 times.

Here is a list of the FFA’s accomplishments and a year 
of success to cultivate a chapter of passion for agriculture, 
service, leadership, connection and growth. 

● GOLD RATED STATE GOLDEN HORIZON 
AWARS WINNING CHAPTER 

●  NATIONAL 3 STAR AWARDED CHAPTER- NA-
TIONAL advancement 

● STATE CHAMPION Star Greenhand in Production- 

Merritt McMahon
● STATE CHAMPION Star Chapter in Placement- 

Kynlee Bright
● STATE CHAMPION Ag Communication Profi -

ciency- Kynlee Bright - national advancement
● STATE Top 4 FINALIST Star Chapter in Agribusi-

ness- Brody Miller 
● 9th Place OVERALL STATE Soil Stewardship 

Speaker- Kynlee Bright 
● STATE TEXAS FFA AMBASSADOR- Meredith 

Anderson 
● 12 STATE Lonestar Degree Recipients 
● 6 STATE Voting Delegates 
● 7 STATE Courtesy Corp Members 

White Oak FFA finds Gold at convention

Kimberly Alexander, 61, ofWhite 
Oak was found shot and killed last 
week, and her husband was soon 
arrested and jailed as the suspected 
murderer.

James Michael 
Alexander, Sr., re-
mains incarcerated 
in Gregg County 
Jail on $250,000 
bond,  charged 
with Kimberly 

Alexander’s murder. Reportedly, 
the 63-year-old man had two shell 
casings linked to his wife’s murder 
still in his pants pocket when he was 
arrested two days after her body was  
discovered.

White Oak Police Department’s 
case actually goes back to July 8, 
days before Kimberly Alexander’s 
body was found by her adult son in 
the family home. About 11:30 p.m. 
that Saturday night, offi cers were 
dispatched to the intersection of 
Hwy. 80 and 42 for a multi-vehicle 
collision.

“One of the drivers in that wreck 
was injured and ended up going to 
the hospital,” Lt. Brannon Robertson 
reported. “The offi cers investigating 
the collision located two handguns 
in and around that car,” including 
a .45 caliber handgun and a .9 mm 
handgun.

That driver – Alexander, Sr. – 
was transported to Christus Trinity 
Mother Frances Hospital in Tyler.

“Fast forward a couple of days 
to Monday, the 10th. We get a call 
from a man who had just arrived at 
his home on Larkspur and found his 
mother deceased, in the bedroom, ly-
ing in blood,” Robertson said. There 
were no signs of forced entry. “When 
offi cers arrived, they realized she 
had what at the time appeared to be 
a gunshot wound to the head.”

Justice of the Peace Tim Bryan 
pronounced the 61-year-old’s death 
and ordered an autopsy. It ultimately 
revealed the victim had two gunshot 
wounds to the head.

“While the offi cers were still at the 
scene with the diseased person, one 
of the offi cers remembered the hus-
band who lives at the house as well 
was one of the drivers in the wreck 
that happened Saturday. He knew 
the details of fi nding the guns in 
and around the car,” Robertson said.

 “We ended up getting a search 
warrant for the husband’s clothing, 
who was at the hospital still. The 
investigator took custody of the 
clothes and later, while searching 
those clothes, found two empty shell 
casings. There were no empty shell 
casings found at the scene of the 
homicide.

“The shell casings found matched 
bullets that were found in the car 
from the wreck, and one of the guns 
that was found of the same caliber 
(.45) was missing two rounds of am-
munition from its magazine.”

Ballistic results are still pending 
on the bullets recover from the vic-
tim’s body and the guns recovered 
from the suspect’s vehicle.

Alexander, Sr. was taken into 
custody at a Longview hotel shortly 
before 4 p.m. July 12, hours after 
the two shell casings were recovered 
from his clothing.

Husband charged 
in wife’s murder 

in White Oak

A still image from the teaser for “The Hadnott Man” shows the former Gladewater Middle 
School campus, doubling as ‘Hadnott Elementary’ in the supernatural horror/thriller being 
produce by Paul Foster and his team of East Texas cast and crew members. The production 
is currently crowdfunding the project via Indiegogo – learn more at tinyurl.com/
thehadnottman.

By James Draper
A Gladewater fi lmmaker and his team from across 

East Texas are in hot pursuit of “The Hadnott Man.”
It’s the second feature for veteran indie creator Paul 

Foster. A crowdfunding teaser for the horror crime 
thriller has been completed, and the fi lm’s company is 

in the thick of preparations ahead of 
full production this winter. 

Set in 1977, “The Hadnott Man” 
follows Detective Michael Cole,  
who becomes entangled in a series 
of cryptic murders spanning a de-
cade in a small town. 

“It’s based off a dream my step-
daughter had a few years back,” 
Foster said. “It slowly developed 
into a project. I really wanted to 

get back to my roots of doing thrillers and suspense-
ful work.”

In Foster’s script, as Cole gets closer and closer to 
identifying a suspect, his own daughter mysteriously 
disappears, turning the investigation on its head. 

“She’s playing outside an abandoned school with a 
bunch of kids, and she vanishes,” Foster added. The 
timing of her disappearance coincides with a sudden 
halt of the killings. “A year goes by and the next thing 
you know, the other detective who’s investigating her 
disappearance, they fi nd him dead from suicide with a 
cryptic note that basically sends our main protagonist 
in a tailspin, believing his daughter’s still alive. 

“At its core, it’s really a story about a father’s per-
severance in dealing with the search for his daughter 

while peeling back the layers of a city that’s dealing 
with these cryptic murders.”

Foster has fi ve independent fi lm projects under his 
belt already in addition to working on 22 fi lms in vari-
ous capacities through his Second Hand Productions, 
established in 2016.

“The fi rst fi lm we did was called ‘Unwanted.’ That 
was shot in Pittsburg, Texas. We’ve worked in post-
production for a lot of fi lms. We do a lot of consulting 
work, especially on the indie fi lmmaking side, help-
ing fi lmmakers clean up their stories and their edits. 
We also do post-production visual effects for fi lms.”

Foster was born and raised in California, and wrote 
his fi rst script at 16. Writing was always his desire – an 
aspiring storyteller, he wrote out of necessity.

“Like a lot of people, I’ve always been into fi lm. 
It’s always been an interest of mine,” he said. “But it 
was never feasible, I never really had an avenue into 
the business. It wasn’t until I got a bit older that I saw 
opportunities presenting themselves.

“After I failed to be a location scout on a guy’s 
project, I fi gured I needed to go learn how to do this 
correctly.”

The fi rst feature, ‘Unwanted,’ became Foster’s 
fi rst profi table success, achieving distribution. His 
second short fi lm was domestically and internation-
ally rewarded. 

“My third fi lm received even more awards and was 
a fi nalist for some prestigious awards. It didn’t win, 
but we were stoked that it was nominated.”

Following a successful shoot for the “Hadnott” 

FOSTER

‘The Hadnott Man’ has local ties

By Phillip Williams
A Big Sandy man charged with 

the May 23 aggravated robbery of a 
game room near that city remained 
jailed Monday after turning him-
self in last Thursday to the Upshur 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce.

Dewayne Michael Stevenson, 39,  
remained in county jail in Gilmer 
under $250,000 bond set by Precinct 
2 Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter, 
said Webb.

Stevenson had just recently been 
freed on bond from that jail on an 
unrelated felony charge when an ar-
rest warrant was issued in connection 
with the incident in which the Real 
Sweepstakes game room and several 
customers were robbed at gunpoint, 
according to authorities.

Stevenson reportedly worked at 
the business on FM 1002 near the 
intersection with Texas 155, and of-
fi cials noted they shut it down soon 
after the daytime robbery for alleg-
edly violating game room regula-
tions. It rermained closed this week.

The day after the robbery, Webb 
had said Stevenson was being sought 
for questioning. In a subsequent 
press release, sheriff’s Chief Deputy 
David Hazel said a tip to Upshur 
County Crimestoppers resulted in the 
suspect’s July 3 arrest by Longview 
police in that city, on an Upshur 
warrant charging him with unlawful 
possession of fi rearm by felon.

Stevenson, who was charged with 
that before the robbery, was ini-
tially lodged in Gregg County Jail in 
Longview before being moved to the 
Gilmer jail. Before being formally 
charged with the holdup, he was 
released July 7 on the possession 
charge on $10,000 bond. 

Hazel recently said Stevenson has 
“acknowledged his involvement” in 
the robbery.

Game room
robbery suspect 

turns self in
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Gladewater vs Mount Vernon
7:30 p.m. Friday at Gladewater

Union Grove vs Cumby
7:00 p.m. Thursday at Cumby

White Oak vs Harmony
7:30 p.m. Friday at Harmony

http://tfsweb.tamu.edu/burnbans
County burn bans are established by county judges and/or county commissioners courts. 
Texas A&M Forest Service is not responsible for establishing or removing bans on outdoor 
burning. Texas A&M Forest Service only provides burn ban information as a public service.

Texas A&M Forest Service is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action/Veterans/Disability Employer committed to excellence through diversity. 

It’s that time of the year again, Texans. Starting Septem-
ber 1, more than 750 new lawswill be enacted in the Lone 
Star State. We compiled the signifi cant new laws Texans 
should know about that will have a noticeable impact on 
people’s lives. 

State lawmakers in Texas only meet once every two years, 
in odd-numbered years. Since the 1960s, regular sessions 
have lasted for 140 days. Before then, they ranged from as 
short as 45 days in 1863 to 177 days in 1949, according to 
the Texas House of Representatives website.

The Texas Legislature in 2023 surprised many with its 
bills, such as getting rid of mandated water breaks for out-
door workers and billing electric vehicle drivers an extra 
$200 a year. These new rules will last through at least until 
2025:

‘Death Star’ bill strips authority from cities
The new Texas law that overrides city and county ordi-

nances will also eliminate protections currently in place for 
outdoor workers, such as mandated water breaks, even in 
extreme heat. The city of San Antonio sued the state over 
this law, dubbed the “Death Star bill,” in July. 

New laws take effect in Texas on Sept. 1
Texas Governor Greg Abbott signed House Bill 2127 on 

June 13, which aims to remove “patchwork” local ordinances 
around the state. It would put an end to safeguards such as 
the ordinance the City of Austin passed in 2010 that requires 
rest and water breaks on construction sites for at least 10 
minutes every four hours. It also strips the city and county 
ordinances from determining whether women can be dis-
criminated against based on their hair, according to The Hill.

Simply put, the bill could require cities to stick strictly 
to state law on certain matters without allowing additional 
ordinances on the subject. Those matters include agriculture, 
business and commerce, fi nance, insurance, labor, property, 
and more. 

Texas law bans COVID mask mandates
During the coronavirus pandemic, city leaders and state 

lawmakers didn’t see eye to eye on enforcing masks or shut-
downs due to a rise in COVID-19 cases. Come September 1, 
lawmakers prioritized to “end COVID restrictions forever.”

In June, Abbott signed into law Senate Bill 29, which 
prohibits local governments from requiring COVID-related 
masks, vaccines, or business shutdowns. The law does not 

On Saturday units from Sabine Fire & Rescue, Gladewater Fire Department, Clarksville City 
- Warren City Volunteer Fire Department, Smith County ESD2, White Oak Volunteer Fire 
Department, Texas A&M Forest Service, as well as several Gregg County S.O. Deputies and 
the Fire Marshal’s Office responded to an approximately 11 acre fire near Hwy 135 and FM 
2207. Excellent work by all involved lead to a successful outcome and the fire was brought 
under control and contained. The cause of the fire was most likely an over heated power 
line that sparked. Remember it is very dry out there and the County is still under a burn ban.

Tony Handy has a new fi sh tale 
for years to come after hauling in a 
42-inch, 55-pound Flathead catfi sh 
at Lake Gladewater Aug. 18. 

According to the White Oak resi-
dent, he was fi shing by himself on 
a little boat, just using his regular 
dip net to haul the catch in when he 
realized how large the catch was. 

“That sucker come up, man,” 
Handy said, “then he jumped out 
of the net. He wasn’t hooked good. 
“I just kind of bear-hugged him 
and rolled him over in the boat 
with me.” 

Lake Gladewater’s a regular 
haunt for the fi sherman, but he’d 
never imagined it was home to 
an Opelousas catfi sh as large as 
this one.

“I’ve got a 35-pounder out there 
before,” he said. “I thought it was 
a big fi sh – it Is a big fi sh. This is 
the biggest one I’ve ever caught.

“It took me two days to fi nish 
cleaning it. The hide’s so thick – 
just like cowhide.”

The solid white belly meat has 
been pretty tasty, too.

“You just make nuggets out of it. 
The belly is the best part.”

White Oak fisherman Tony Handy hefts his personal-best 
55-pound Opelousas catfish. He caught the 42-inch flathead 
Aug. 18 in Lake Gladewater. 

Courtesy photo by Sunni Smith

A ‘handy’ 
haul for Tony

restrict pandemic rules by private entities, according to the 
Texas Tribune.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention continues 
to recommend vaccination against COVID-19 for those 6 
months and older as the best way to prevent serious illness.

Texas toll road changes
Toll agencies have to warn customers with credit cards on 

fi le that their payment failed under a bill by Texas lawmakers.
House Bill 2170 was the only bill to become law out of 

at least nine toll-related bills during this year’s legislative 
session, according to the Texas Tribune. It also mandates 
toll entities to send the invoice by mail with a clear mes-
sage outside the envelope indicating it contains a bill that 
must be paid.

The law applies to users who have TxTag electronic stick-
ers issued by the Texas Department of Transportation for 
automatic toll payments.

Lawmakers look to tame street takeovers
High profi le street takeovers have led to dozens of arrests 

across the state, and in cities like Austin, Houston, and San 

By James Draper
New teachers at Gladewater ISD 

will be getting a $2,000 sign-on 
stipend after an ‘Aye’ vote from 
trustees last week.

The school board members 
also accepted a key building and 
property donated to the district by 
Gladewater Economic Develop-

GISD accepts building donation by GEDCO
ment Corporation.

Dr. Sedric Clark says he’s glad 
to see more money headed into 
teachers’ accounts following the 
trustees’ action.

“At the end of the year, they gave 
a $2,000 commitment stipend to 
those who will return,” the GISD 
superintendent recalled. “For those 

who came to us, they did the same 
thing Monday,” Aug. 21.

“The more they get, the less that 
have to worry about it.”

The Gladewater Center for Com-
munity Education sits in front of 
the high school, and the 2,196 
square-foot structure has long been 
a part of campus operations though 

owned by the economic develop-
ment organization.

“GEDCO has allowed us to use 
that building for years as a class-
room for our dual credit classes,” 
Clark confi rmed.

Built in 1969, the facility sits 
on about 1.2 acres. On Aug. 9, the 
GEDCO Board of Directors voted 

4-1 to donate the property to GISD.
“Now we can use that for other 

purposes, and it’s ours,” Clark said, 
grateful for the support.

That’s the prevailing mood at the 
district right now, the superinten-
dent added: the 2023-2024 school 
year kicked-off smoothly, with 
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Gregg, Upshur and Smith  
County continue to be under 
a burn ban due to extreme dry 
conditions. That means no 
burning of trash piles or 
brush. Outdoor cooking is 
allowed, but please be careful. 
Fines for violating the burn 
ban can start at $500.   

The Gladewater Mirror  - 2023The Gladewater Mirror  - 2023A Special Supplement to:A Special Supplement to:

LOOK INSIDE!
Check out the 2023 Fall Sports 

special section in this week’s 
newspaper. It features our 

area football, volleyball and 
Xcountry teams, as well as 

cheerleaders and drill teams.

By James Draper 
The City of Gladewater’s budget 

and tax rate were all but ready for a 
vote Thursday night – a key piece 
of bookkeeping had to be squared 
away fi rst, though.

Ultimately, the council members 
in attendance completed mandatory 
roll-call votes and unanimously 
approved the $8.1 million fi nancial 
plan for Fiscal Year 2024, paid for 
with a tax rate of 0.626978 per 
$100 valuation.

That’s a 1.78 percent increase on 
the current rate, netting the city ap-
proximately $46,230 more in tax-
payer revenues compared to FY23.

Before they could get to a vote, 
the city’s elected offi cials had to 
hold public hearings and a fi nal 
budget workshop. They had one 
with a crucial task at-hand: to bal-
ance the budget by eliminating an 
anticipated $100,000 defi cit.

There were two philosophies 
debated by the council members: 
take the amount out of the city’s 
reserves or reduce one of two line 
items for street work (a combined 
$540,000).

City Manager Charlie Smith said 
he was comfortable removing the 
funds from the streets allocation – 
not permanently but, rather, in an-
ticipation excess sales tax revenues 
will inevitably cover the difference 
with room to spare.

“We’re going to be well over $1 
million in our sales tax this year,” 
he said. “If things continue moving 
as they are, we’re probably not go-
ing to have to touch our reserves.

“I think the City of Gladewater 
is in a lot better shape than it has 
been for several years.”

Council members Brandy Fla-
nagan and Teddy Sorrells echoed 
that plan.

Rather than dip into reserves, “I 
like the idea of taking that $100,000 
that we know exists already in our 
funds for streets,” Sorrells said, 
putting it to use now and replacing 
it when the opportunity comes.

Streets are a key priority for 
residents, Mayor Scott Owens said, 
and there’s much work to be done.

“I don’t want to touch the streets 
(budget). We’ve got a bunch allo-
cated plus we’ve got more that we 
have to get done.”

Ultimately, Owens agreed the 
street line items – eventually 

Gladewater city 
council approves 

tax rate cut

Continued on Page 3

Gladewater vs Daingerfi eld
7:00 p.m. Thursday at Tiger Stadium 

Bishop Gorman vs Union Grove
7:00 p.m. Thursday at Glyn Johnston Stadium

White Oak vs Troup
7:30 p.m. Friday at Roughhneck Stadium 

Its football time in East Texas, 
but sweltering heat and sweating 
at the game can completely ruin 
the experience. Feeling hot is one 
thing, but when your body begins 
to feel dehydrated and shut down, 
it’s tough to focus on the game and 
enjoy it! You’ll need the right kind 
of hot weather clothing in order to 
avoid the heat.

This week football games are 
expected to be really, really hot. 
So wear the right colors.

When you go to a game, you’re 
kind of stuck wearing the colors 
of your team. But there are still a 
lot of choices that you can make 
based on the color schemes that the 
team offers to you. If you can wear 
lighter colors in the sun, you can 
refl ect a lot more of the heat than 
you will with the darker colors. 
For example, if you can choose 
between a dark green and a neon 
green, go for the bolder neon. It 
will refl ect more sunlight than go-
ing with your team’s darker color 
kit. Lots of baseball teams use 
lighter pants for this reason, it’s 
a smart way to do clothing when 
fi guring out how to keep baseball 
players cool in hot weather.

 Keep the sun out of your eyes 
Continued on Page 4

HOT on and off the field - stay safe

Inside the Gladewater City Lim-
its, there’s been just one alleged 
burn ban violation since Gregg 
County Commissioners approved 
the measure Aug. 7 – that was on 
Sunday, Mike Simmons says, and 
when fi refi ghters arrived on seen, 
there was nothing to speak of.

On the whole, Gladewater’s fi re 
chief says, residents are defi nitely 
doing their part.

He’s grateful.
“We put out the warnings, and 

we thank everybody for participat-
ing and following the rules,” Sim-
mons praised. “Due to that fact, we 
have not had any signifi cant events 
take place.”

In fact, he suspects the burn ban 
– and residents’ respect of it – has 
reduced the average number of fi re 
calls overall. A recent house fi re 
(one not sparked by errant behav-
ior) was disastrous, but contained 
without further incident.

“As far as grass fi res go, knock 
on wood, we’ve been pretty fortu-
nate,” Simmons added, fewer than 
fi refi ghters would see at any given 
time. “Grass fi res are typically the 
most common fi re call we get. In 
the 11 days since the burn ban was 
put in place, I’d say it’s uncharac-
teristic not to have grass fi res in 
that span.”

Thank goodness, he added, 
because conditions are ripe for 
signifi cant problems if people don’t 
toe the line.

“We are hotter and drier than 
we were a week ago. As the winds 
pick up, things will become drier 
and more critical.”

Simmons encourages everyone 
to be vigilant, hyper-aware of their 
surroundings, on the lookout for 
cinders and stray smoke.

“It’s the team working together. 
We’re all in this together, we’re 
all doing our part, and we’ve had 
success.”

Upshur County Commissioners 
Court last week extended the ban 
on rural outdoor burning through 6 
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 31.

The ban was prompted by con-
tinuing extremely hot, dry weather 
that has caused several other area 
counties and incorporated cities to 
impose such restrictions. 

Upshur’s order, extended on 
Aug. 15, doesn’t apply to incor-
porated cities, but some cities in 
the county, including Gilmer, have 
issued their own bans.

Violation of the county’s ban 
in a rural area is a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fi ne of up to $500. 

The order allows certain excep-
tions to the prohibition, namely 
“outdoor burning activities related 
to public health and safety that are 
authorized by the Texas Commis-
sion on Environmental Quality.”

Those include activities related 
to fi refi ghter training; public util-
ity, natural gas pipeline or mining 
operations; planting or harvesting 
of agricultural crops or “burns that 
are conducted by a prescribed burn 
manager certifi ed” under the Natu-
ral Resources Code and meeting 
that code’s standards.

Residents doing 
their part during 
current burn ban

By James Draper
Three local high schools are working together with Kilgore College to 

open the workforce to students as soon as they’re ready.
Based at White Oak ISD and ready to serve students from both 

Gladewater and Union Grove as well, the developing KC satellite puts 
dual credit coursework in even easier reach. With Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) options in the mix as well, it also emphasizes student 
safety, sparing them a regular commute for their advanced coursework.

“Right now it’s kind of a seedling program, but it’s got a lot of poten-
tial,” according Dr. William Paul, WOISD superintendent. “Hopefully 
it’ll get some momentum and it’ll grow.”

But for a handful of fi nal items on the punchlist, the ‘Kilgore College 
at White Oak’ campus is ready to launch this semester. Already, talks are 
underway to integrate more students, an open invitation to Sabine and 
Big Sandy ISDs that would add even more cost effi ciencies and learning 

options to a project focused on practicality.
“It’s kind of come out of necessity,” Paul said, a need to get students 

the education they need as soon as possible, whether it’s core subjects 
or vocational skills in (eventually) a myriad of careers. “The workforce 
right now is so thin. It’s hard to fi nd people qualifi ed to do these things. 
That’s kind of created an issue, but we can’t slow down in preparing our 
kids for the real world. 

“This is an innovative way to continue serving kids, which is what 
we’re here for – hopefully boosting the economy down the road.”

All the partnering districts are already working to grant students access 
to academic dual credit or career dual credit options, he added.

“The issue you run into there is you can’t always fi nd individuals who 
are qualifi ed to teach those courses. You wind up with a mismatch of 
what you can and can’t offer.”

Local schools join KC for workforce program 

DUE HONORS
Veterans entrust Medal of Honor 

recipient’s legacy to local firefighters
By James Draper

The torch has been passed.
For decades, U.S. Marine (ret.) 

Leon Watson was the principle 
caretaker of the Medal of Honor 
gravesite of U.S. Army Master 
Sgt. Travis E. Watkins. Watson 
and other area veterans ensured 
the fi nal resting place of the Ko-
rean War hero was well-tended 
at Gladewater Memorial Park.

Years pass and so do the du-
ties people bear – on Monday, 
Watson laid a symbolic penny 
on Watkins’ gravestone, followed 
moments later by four Gladewa-
ter fi refi ghters in a simple cer-
emony to ensure the grave will 
be respected for years to come.

More honors and activities 
are being planned for the weeks, 
months and years ahead. For 
now, though, a crisp fl ag fl ies 
cracks in the wind over a bright-
ly-painted flagpole. The plot 
below is newly-landscaped, 
the marble is freshly-polished 
and the bronze Medal of Honor 
plaque has been given an extra 
shine.

“I’m glad they’ve taken this 
on,” Watson said, admiring 
GFD’s recent handiwork. “We’d 
hate to have someone like this 
who’s not recognized.”

Watkins was an Army soldier 
and veteran of World War II 
who was killed in the Korean 
War in action that began August 
31, 1950, during the Battle of 
Yongsan. Following courageous 

acts on the battlefield, Watkins 
was killed Sept. 3, 1950, and 
later interred in Gladewater Memo-
rial Park. He was posthumously 
awarded the Medal of Honor in 
February 1951.

Watson served in the Marines 
from 1959 to 1963. Naturally, the 
Gladewater native and veteran 
knew of Watkins’ legacy and of 

his gravesite at Gladewater 
Memorial Park, but it wasn’t 
until the 1980s that a represen-
tative of the National Medal of 
Honor Society visited town and 
recruited Watson to help install 
an offi cial plaque on Watkins’ 
fi nal resting place.

“At the time, I was active in 

Leon Watson, U.S. Marine (ret.), places a penny on the 
gravestone of local Medal of Honor recipient Travis E. 
Watkins. The U.S. Army master sergeant was killed in action 
in Korea on Sept. 3, 1950, and later interred at Gladewater 
Memorial Park – for the past several decades, Watson and 
his fellow veterans have tended the grave. In a private 
ceremony Monday, the retired gunnery sergeant passed the 
responsibility to Gladewater firefighters who recently 
completed a revitalization of Watkins’ final resting place.

Photo by James Draper
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Paul Foster

Gladewater vs Tatum
7:00 p.m. Friday at Gladewater

Union Grove vs Harleton
7:30 p.m. Friday at Union Grove

White Oak vs Jefferson
7:00 p.m. Friday at Jefferson

Continued on Page 5

WEEK 7

Paul Foster

AUSTIN – Fall and winter months bring shorter days and 
less light, making it harder for drivers to see—and safely 
avoid—pedestrians. October saw the highest number of 
pedestrian crashes in 2022. That’s why TxDOT is using 
National Pedestrian Safety Month to continue its “Be Safe. 
Drive Smart.” campaign and remind Texans that pedestrians 
are our most vulnerable road users.

When he was 6 years old, Misael Rico was walking to 
school with his mother when a distracted driver crashed 
into them, dragging him underneath the car. That night, 
doctors told his parents he might never walk or talk again. 
After countless surgeries and years of physical therapy, Rico 
started college this year, and joins TxDOT to urge drivers 
to pay attention and watch for people walking.

Only 1% of crashes in Texas involve pedestrians, yet they 
make up 19% of all traffi c deaths. In the last fi ve years, 
pedestrian traffi c fatalities in Texas increased 29.6%, refl ect-

October is deadly month for Texas pedestrians
As fall brings less daylight, TxDOT urges drivers to be extra vigilant about protecting pedestrians

ing nationwide trends. In 2022, 5,764 traffi c crashes involving 
pedestrians occurred in Texas, resulting in 829 deaths and 1,526 
serious injuries.

“As we shift to fewer hours of daylight, it’s up to drivers 
and pedestrians to adapt and help keep our roads safe,” said 
TxDOT Executive Director Marc Williams. “Motorists need 
to stay alert and look for people walking, and pedestrians can 
take measures to be seen by drivers who may be inattentive 
behind the wheel.”

TxDOT encourages everyone to follow these safety tips to 
prevent a deadly encounter:

For drivers:
l Stop and yield for pedestrians in crosswalks.
l When turning, yield the right of way to pedestrians.
l Be cautious when passing stopped buses or other vehicles 

that can block your view of pedestrians.
l Pay attention and put your phone away so you’re prepared 

if pedestrians enter your path.
l Follow the posted speed limit and drive to conditions.
For people walking:
l Cross the street only at intersections and crosswalks. 

Look left, right, then left again before crossing.
l Make eye contact with drivers before crossing. Don’t 

assume traffi c will stop for you.
l Follow all traffi c and crosswalk signals.
l When walking, put away electronic devices that take 

your eyes and ears off the road.
l Stay visible. Wear refl ective materials or use a fl ashlight.
In the Tyler District (Anderson, Cherokee, Gregg, Hender-

son, Rusk, Smith, Van Zandt and Wood Counties) in 2022, 
there were 93 crashes involving pedestrians, resulting in 24 
fatalities and 38 serious injuries. Also in 2022, pedestrians 
failing to yield the right-of-way was the fi fth-leading con-
tributing factor of fatalities in the Tyler District.

Hillie Shirley, Gladewater’s resident artist and the 
Chamber’s Volunteer of the Month, has completed the 
150th Logo Mural on the Rodeo Annex. It is amazing and 
very prominent, so stop by and take a selfie. 

“You are Gladewater. You showed up. You showed out. You showed your heart.”
It was a packed house at Tempest Club Saturday night for the fourth annual fundraiser 

from Education Foundation Gladewater. Acting as emcee, foundation president Katie 
Ellis exhorted, encouraged and extolled the crowd’s generosity throughout the evening 
at Tempest Golf Club.

Ultimately, the night’s activities netted about $65,000 for the foundation and its efforts 
to fuel innovation in classrooms throughout the district. The evening’s tally included some 
$16,000 in table sponsorships, almost $6,000 from sponsors and more than $42,000 in 
auction proceeds.

It was an overwhelming night, Ellis said later, thanking attendees and other supporters 
Continued on Page 3

Thanks for Giddying Up and Giving 

By James Draper
Gladewater’s burn ban has not been lifted, folks.
Not only hasn’t there been enough signifi cant rainfall 

to improve drought conditions, in fact the situation’s 
become more severe.

That’s not just Gladewater, of course. The Keetch-
Byram Drought Index shows the entire area remains 
at risk for wildfi res, regardless of whether or not burn 
bans are still in place.

“We are currently in high fi re danger conditions,” 
Gladewater Fire Chief Mike Simmons reiterated Mon-
day. “We are at 767 on the KBDI.”

It’s another degree worse than a few weeks ago, 
when Simmons was hopeful enough rainfall was ahead 
to lower the local KBDI to 600 – the threshold to lift 
citywide restrictions on outdoor burning of any form. 

Gladewater still under burn ban
The rain the area received wasn’t nearly enough.

A small burn pile can quickly become a big problem, 
and Gladewater fi refi ghters have been responding to 
more incidents in unincorporated areas where counties 
have lifted burn bans despite the KBDI’s cautions.

“If you’re in a county where the burn ban has been 
lifted,” Simmons warned, “burn small piles, make sure 
you have a water supply, do not leave the fi re unattended. 
Make sure you fully extinguish the fi re, that there’s no 
smoke coming out of it.”

Importantly, again, that only applies to unincorporated 
areas – the city’s ban trumps a county’s lack of one.

“The City of Gladewater is still under burn ban along 
with Gregg County,” Simmons emphasized. “Until rain 
comes, and a signifi cant amount of rain, we’ll defi nitely 
be in it.”

By Phillip Williams
The capital murder trial of one of two suspects who 

were arrested in connection with the 2018 slaying of a 
Longview woman is scheduled in Gilmer next week.

Jury selection for Carlton Lamar Grant is set for 9 
a.m. Monday at the Gilmer Civic Center, said Upshur 
County District Attorney Billy Byrd. The trial starts at 
9 a.m. Tuesday in 115th District Court at the Upshur 

County Justice Center.
Grant is charged with strangling Rachel Ann Rhoads, 

24, on or about March 29, 2018. Grant was 37 and 
of the Dallas-Ft. Worth area when he and female 
co-defendant Lindsey McFadden, then 29 and of 
Longview, were arrested April 5, 2018, in Fort Worth, 
authorities said.

Jury selection for murder trial on tap
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Union Grove vs Frankston
7:30 p.m. Friday at Frankston

By James Draper
When elderly man fell from his step into his front yard in the high 

heat of an early August afternoon, the Union Grove resident fought 
for more than an hour to get back on his feet. Elbows bleeding, heat 
stifl ing, sun beating down, he was stuck.

Sunset and slightly cooler temperatures were still hours away. The 
man was rapidly dehydrating, sweating and baking with the mercury 
at 104°.

Fortunately, 17-year-old Jeremiah McGee was out and about that 
day with his father and brother.

“We were going to get a boat,” 
recalled McGee, who lives not far 
from the 85-year-old’s home. “I’m 
driving, and we’re about to take a 
turn. I recognize the house. I don’t 
know what caught my attention.”

At just the right moment, at just 
the right angle he spotted the older 
man in the grass, still pushing to get 
back on his feet.

“At fi rst, I thought he was work-
ing on something,” the Union 

Grove youth said. 
That wasn’t the case, though. Even from a distance, the UGISD 

senior realized something was wrong. He pointed it out to his father, 
John.

“Stop for a minute.”
Rushing to the man’s side, he seemed near death to John. The man 

wasn’t thinking clearly, couldn’t stand – certainly fading quickly from 
the heat. John quickly beckoned to his sons.

“It was a pretty bad situation. He had been dehydrated,” Jeremiah 
McGee said. Quickly, they lifted the bleeding man into the truck and 
the air conditioning, calling for an ambulance. “Right then, I was just 
relying on the Lord to save his life and any others out here in this 
heat. It’s not a good thing. It’s dangerous.”

In this case, McGee’s brief glimpse probably made all the differ-
ence – paramedics transported the elderly man to a local hospital for 
treatment and soon, but for some cuts on his elbows, he was relatively 
OK. According to his granddaughter, physicians released him the 
same day about 9 p.m.

Reportedly, the man – whose name isn’t being released – was 
just getting birdseed out of his shed when he simply tripped coming 
down the stairs. He certainly wasn’t easy to spot in that position, his 
granddaughter added, and he was a good distance from the roadway.

Weeks later, the man’s family says he’s very much back to normal.
“I’m just really thankful that they saw him,” his granddaughter said. 

“They said it was a God-thing, and I really do think it was.
“I think it was just God making (Jeremiah) look over and see him, 

Quick  actions saves man’s life

WEEK 6

(Gladewater and White Oak have Bye Weeks)

Union Grove senior Sarah Clowers was crowned Homecoming Queen for 2023. She was 
joined by (L to R) Rachel Potter, Kaki Pharr, Faith Woodall, Kathryn King, Queen Sarah 
Clowers, Maria-Paulina Navarro-Gonzalez, Jenna Scott and Hannah Coulter. Front (L to R) 
Homecoming Prince Greyson Webb and Princess Kimarie Parsons.

Photo by Kim Hill

Gladewater Chamber Of Commerce members, City of Gladewater leaders 
and other well-wishers joined Kathleen Pool and Agim Ejupi for their official  
ribbon cutting at Texas Pizza House, at 709 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater,  
last Wednesday morning.

Photo by James Draper

Vice City owners Jeremy Montana and Seth Tanksley officially cut the 
ribbon on their retail storefront at 807 S. Tyler St. Ste 101 Friday morning 
alongside representatives from Gladewater Chamber Of Commerce and 
other supporters.

Photo by James Draper

A stretch of Roden Lane will soon have some new 
street signs: Anderson Lane.

Gladewater City Council members unanimously re-
christened a portion of the roadway Sept. 21 in honor 

of community leader 
and Mayor Pro Tem 
Elijah “Sonny” An-
derson.

“A good, faithful 
resident and hard 
worker for the city,” 
counc i l  member 
Rocky Hawkins said. 
“His heart’s always 
in the right place.”

The change will 
impact the length of 

Roden Lane between Miller Street and the loop.
Before the vote during their regular Thursday evening 

session last week, the council heard from fi ve locals in 
a requisite public hearing on the agenda item, including 
a handful of Roden Lane residents along with well-
wishers for the longtime councilman.

“I’m for it,” said Shalandria Timmons. “Mr. Sonny 
is the nicest person in the world to me. He saved my 

Councilman Anderson honored with street naming
grandmother’s life some years back. I’m all for it.”

In a letter outlining the prospect, Gladewater 
City Clerk Judy Van Houten noted upon approval 
“it will be the responsibility of each property owner 
to update your address accordingly. This includes 
but is not limited to: the US Post Offi ce, all taxing 
entities, the posted number on your structure and/
or mail receptacle, and anyone else from whom you 
receive mail at your Roden Lane address.”

Odell Cooper was concerned about the paperwork 
and costs involved.

“On changing our address, I disagree with it 
because we got to change all our addresses, we 
got to change everything – driver’s license, all this 
stuff – and the city said they weren’t going to be 
responsible for that. I don’t think it’s fair. That’s all 
I got to say about that.”

Neighbor Mike Vazquez was enthusiastic about 
the change.

“I’m in favor of it. I feel if you guys want to honor 
Mr. Sonny for all his work in the community and 
all his years here, a simple address change is not a 
big deal when you go through the post offi ce,” he 
said. “Yes, there is a small cost. On that part, I agree 

Continued on Page 3

Even with the weekend’s weather, the water level at Lake 
Gladewater is well below average, putting the community well 
within a Stage One Water Conservation situation.

“According to the city’s drought plan, when we’re four feet 
over our highest intake we’re supposed to go to ‘voluntary 
conservation,’” says Gladewater’s public works chief, Al 
Harrison. At that point – i.e. right now – the lake’s already 
four feet below its typical level.

At Stage One, the city’s asking residents to conserve, to 
reduce their water usage as much as possible until enough 
precipitation boosts the level back toward normal.

“Everything’s voluntary right now,” Harrison repeated. 
Keeping a close eye on forecasts, “What we’re hoping is 

people north of us get rain and it fl ows into Glade Creek then 
into the lake.

“We’ve got to come up at least a foot and maintain that 
depth for two weeks to get out of this.”

Continued on Page 3

Water level concerns prompts 
city to ask for conservation
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Gladewater vs Mount Vernon
7:00 p.m. Friday at Pine Tree Pirate Stadium

Playoff Time

Continued on Page 8

Holiday Open 
House among 
full weekend
Gladewater’s Holiday Open

house (and the Jolly Old Elf’s 2023 
debut) is set for 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
this Saturday, Nov. 11.

The evening is co-hosted by 
Gladewater Chamber of Com-
merce, Gladewater Economic De-
velopment Corporation and the City 
of Gladewater in conjunction with 
downtown’s retailers, restaurateurs 
and other stakeholders.

The event opens with the light-
ing of downtown’s Christmas tree 
at 6 p.m. followed by a night of 
holiday shopping alongside an array 
of food trucks, hot chocolate and a 
children’s play area.  The evening 
will also feature  carriage rides. 
For more information, contact Lois 
Reed at Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce at 903-845-5501.

Veterans luncheon 
on tap at GFSA

The Gladewater Former Students’ 
Association will treat local vets to a 
pulled pork luncheon Saturday in 
honor of Veterans Day.

The complimentary meal is set 
for 11 a.m. Nov. 11 in the GFSA 
building at 2509 Hendricks St. and 
visitors are welcome to join and 
celebrate the veterans’ service. Guest 
tickets are $10 per person and help 
offset the cost of treating the former 
service members.

In addition to lunch, the day’s pro-
gram will include patriotic music and 
a guest speaker as well as a drawing 
for a TV and a gift card.

Veterans are asked to register for 
the event through either City Nation-
al Bank or Austin Bank. Additional 
visitors can purchase their tickets at 
the same locations. For more infor-
mation, call 903-780-1375.

Take aim at Lions’ 
turkey shoot

Gladewater Lions Clubs annual 
Turkey Shoot & Gala Bake Sale is 
set for 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday at 
the Gladewater Airport – hit the tar-
get, win a turkey. Eight shots cost $7 
at the Nov. 11 event, and rifl es will 
be furnished to all shooters. There’s 
a limit of one turkey per household. 
In case of rain, the event will be 
rescheduled to Nov. 18.

Man sought in double homicide

Union Grove’s Thomas Navarro-
Gonzalez is the nation’s runner-up 
in the Future Farmers of America’s 
Spanish Creed Speaking competi-
tion.

It’s the inaugural year for the 
contest, and the UG High School 
sophomore clinched the No. 2 spot 
Nov. 1 during the 96th annual Na-
tional FFA Convention & Expo in 
Indianapolis, Indiana.

Notably, Navarro was already 
Texas Champion going into the 
event after advancing through three 
levels of competition to reach – 
and capture – the state accolade in 
December 2022.

The teen’s achievement repre-
sents two major milestones for 
Union Grove’s FFA chapter, estab-

lished in 1950.
“To the best of our abilities, we 

can tell that Thomas was the fi rst-
ever state champion in any FFA 
competition and, of course, the fi rst 
national runner-up that we’ve ever 
had,” said Josh Shafer, Ag Science 
Teacher and FFA Advisor.

The FFA Creed is five para-
graphs. Whether in English or, now, 
Spanish the competitors are tasked 
with memorizing and reciting the 
creed with their particular emphasis 
and style. They then answer ques-
tions related to the statement and 
their lives.

While the English FFA Creed 
contest has been around for de-
cades, the Spanish-centered event 
is still new. In addition to their reci-

tation, all questions and responses 
were in Spanish as well.

For Navarro, the key challenge 
was fi nding the best, sincere an-
swers to the questions, especially 
considering the short amount of 
time contestants have to ponder it.

“We are judged to see if we make 
any mistakes,” he said, “the way 
we say it, how we sound, the way 
we act and how well we answer 
questions.”

At Navarro’s request, Shafer 
waited out in the hallway during 
his student’s spotlight – in order 
not to add to the teen’s nerves. 
After plenty of practice, though, 
he knows Navarro’s style and 
has a good idea how the judges 

UG’s Navarro-Gonzalez national runner-up in the FFA’s Spanish Creed Speaking competition
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Join us and our faithful 
sponsors in saluting our 
men and women who served 
in the military and protected 
our freedom. Pick up this 
week’s special Veterans Day 
section.   

It’s Holiday Open House time in 
Downtown Gladewater, so come 
on down Saturday and join Santa in 
the Historic Antique District where 
merchants say “Thank You” for 
being their guest this year. Treats 
and festivities begin at 5 p.m. and 
run until 7:30 p.m., complete with 
the traditional hot chocolate spon-
sored by the Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce and free horse-drawn 
carriage rides sponsored by the 
Gladewater Mirror and Shipp’s 
Marine.

By Phillip Williams
A Gilmer man charged with capital murder in connection with the 

Saturday night slayings of two sisters in rural Upshur County remained 
at large Tuesday.

An arrest warrant for Alvin Charles McKnight Jr., 
41, was issued following the apparent shooting deaths 
of Mandy Ray, 35, and Dermetrica Dashaunda Waters, 
37, said sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel.

They were killed at Ray’s residence in the 2800 
block of U.S. 271 south near Bluebird Road south of 
Gilmer, authorities said.

Anyone seeing McKnight should not confront him 
as he is considered armed and extremely dangerous, but should instead 
contact their local law enforcement agency or Upshur County Crime 

Stoppers, authorities added. The sheriff’s offi ce’s phone number is 903-
843-2541, and Gladewater police’s number is 903-845-2166. 

Crime Stoppers raised its original $1,000 reward for information lead-
ing to McKnight’s arrest to $10,000, but someone submitting a tip must 
call its number at 903-843-3131 to receive that money. Callers to Crime 
Stoppers need not give their names.

McKnight, who is black, is described as 6-5, approximately 280 pounds 
and muscular, having braided hair with blonde highlights, Hazel said. 

The Gladewater Police Department, which said on its Facebook page 
that it found his truck on Tenery Street, said he is known as “Pookie” 
and that he was thought to be near Gay Avenue in that city at one time, 
but his whereabouts were now unknown.

Hazel said McKnight reportedly has several relatives and friends in the 

Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Gladewater vs White Oak
7:00 p.m. Friday at Gladewater

Union Grove vs Beckville
7:30 p.m. Friday at Beckville

WEEK 11

White Oak Football Sweetheart and Nominees
Senior Calee Carter was named the 2023 White Oak Football Sweetheart at Roughneck 
Stadium on Friday night. Pictured from L to R are Jessica Lowery, Katie Hinch, Kylie 
Dugger, Calee Carter, Kynlee Bright, Sabreena Gonzales, and Tristyn Cox.

Photo by Mike Peery

Barrett Williams and Katie Hinch were named the 2023 Band 
Beau and Sweetheart for the White Oak Roughneck Marching 
Band.

Photo by Mike Peery

Union Grove’s football sweetheart for 2023 is Maddie Byers 
and this year’s Union Grove band beau & sweetheart are 
Elijah Parham and Sarah Clowers.             Photos by Kim Hill

Local VFDs among those getting rural volunteer fire department assistance funding
Texas A&M Forest Service 

awarded 260 rural volunteer fire 
departments with more than $15.7 
million in assistance grants last 
week through the Rural Volunteer 
Fire Department Assistant Grant 
Program. And several local VFDs 
will be receiving a check.

“Our agency is very thankful to 
state leadership for allowing us the 

opportunity to assist volunteer fi re 
departments in Texas,” said Jason 
Keiningham, Texas A&M Forest 
Service Capacity Building Depart-
ment Head. “Without question, 
volunteer fi re departments in Texas 
are among the best in the nation, and 
they make a huge difference in the 
lives of people on their worst days.”

The funds from these grants will 

reimburse rural volunteer fi re depart-
ments for equipment purchased such 
as fi re trucks, training aids, slip-ons 
and chassis and various fire and 
rescue equipment. This includes the 
purchase of 70 fi re trucks.

Local VFDs getting funds include:
White Oak VFD - $20,000 for 

Personal Protective Equipment
City of Big Sandy VFD - $20,000 

for Fire and Rescue Equipment
Hawkins VDF - $240,000 for 

Large Brush Truck
Sabine VFD - $120,000 for Small 

Brush Truck
“We have a shared mission to pro-

tect life and property, and therefore, 
it is our wish for our fi rst responders 
to be equipped and well-trained to 
handle a wide array of emergencies,” 

said Keiningham.
Created in 2002, the Texas Rural 

Volunteer Fire Department As-
sistance Program provides funding 
to rural volunteer fi re departments 
for the acquisition of firefighting 
vehicles, fi re and rescue equipment, 
protective clothing, dry-hydrants, 
computer systems and firefighter 
training. 

- Daylight Savings starts Sunday, 
November 4th.

This weekend is also a good 
time to take these steps to make 
sure your household is prepared 
for emergencies.

On average:
7 people die every day from a 

home fi re.
36 people suffer injuries as a 

result of home fi res every day.
Over $7 billion in property dam-

age occurs every year.
Test Smoke Alarms : Take a few 

minutes to test and replace smoke 
alarm batteries if needed. Push the 
test button on each alarm to ensure 
the alarms are working. It is also a 
great time to check carbon monox-
ide detectors.

Install Smoke Alarms: If you 
don’t already have smoke alarms, 
install them ASAP! At a mini-

mum, put one on every level of 
the home, inside bedrooms, and 
outside sleeping areas. Check your 
local building codes for additional 
requirements.

Practice An Escape Plan: Make 
sure everyone in the household 

knows how to get out of every 
room and how to get out of the 
home in less than two minutes. If 
a fi re occurs in your home: GET 
OUT, STAY OUT, and CALL FOR 
HELP. Never go back inside for 
anyone or anything.

Get ready to FALL backwards

There were tricks, treats, and more in store for the 
costumed sweet-seekers at Gladewater’s Emergency 
Services Fall Fest Saturday night on the playground 

at Broadway Elementary...

Photos by James Draper
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By James Draper
There’s a reason Dr. William Paul applied for the top 

post at White Oak ISD.
He got rolling at the district April 3. About two-

thirds through his first 100 days as Superintendent, 
he’s getting consistent 
confirmation he made 
the right call.

“First impressions: 
There’s a reason I ap-
plied for White Oak, 
and it’s even better 
than I thought,” Paul 
said. “We’re in really 
good shape. We have 
great people. We’re 
highly competitive in 
extracurriculars, and 
our academics are rock 
solid.

“Of course I knew all that going in, and it’s validated 
everything I thought.”

There are things beyond the district’s control – loom-
ing moves by the state legislature come to mind im-
mediately – but what’s in-hand at the local level gives 
Paul hope for what’s ahead.

 “I’m in my first 100 days. That just means I’m asking 

a lot of questions, not making too many moves yet 
unless they just have to be made,” he said. “Short-
term, right now, it’s really a good time. I’ve gotten 
to meet everybody, get to know people, get to know 
the lay of the land. 

Helming a quiet campus over the summer, “Now, 
I’ve got about two months to get with our adminis-
trators, get a feel for what the strategy of the school 
year will be like. That gives me time to slow down 
and put my eyes on things I need to.”

In the short-term he’s focusing on personnel, in-
cluding his own assimilation into the day-to-day of 
the district. In recent weeks, WOISD has welcomed 
a series of new, key hires: assistant superintendent, 
high school principal, intermediate principal, business 
manager and more.

All those folks are integrating into the district’s 
systems, Paul said, “Which is nice, because I’m 
integrating with them. We’re all learning together. 
I’m most impressed with the quality of hires that we 
were able to get. I feel like the people we’ve gotten 
so far are just really good people, they’re really going 
to fit into White Oak.”

Also on the near horizon: the Texas Legislature.
“What’s going to happen with the state? We really 

Roughneck Superintendent 
enjoys smooth start at ISD

By James Draper
The Gladewater Rodeo is tradition, Kyle Moore says.
“American tradition. Western tradition. Cowboy tradition. It’s 

just so many things,” Moore said. “It’s just a way of life. It’s a good 
way of life. I’ve always rodeo’d, my whole life in one fashion, 

form or another.”
It takes the Gladewater Round-

Up Rodeo Association President a 
second to count the years he’s been. 
Twenty-plus, easily, and touching 
each aspect of the organization 
along the way.

“Mowing, picking up trash, 
working scoops and picking up 
poop,” Moore laughed. “I started 
as low as you can start in the as-
sociation.”

It’s the same across the board – 
dozens of people volunteering time, 

and other resources, for a tradition they believe in. For some, rodeo 
is year-round: it never stops for the president, secretary, financial 
officer and others as one year’s festivities begin on the heels of 
the last.

“Public service has always been a part of my life,” Moore added. 
He worked 19 years and six months in the public sector for the 
City of Gladewater, ultimately retiring from the fire department. 
“This another form of public service, raising money for these kids 
to go to college.”

“We don’t make a dime. We do not make one red cent. We take 
money out of our pockets just to do this: We pay for our own gas. 
We use our own lawnmowers. We pay for the gas for that. Every-
thing that we can, we do ourselves.”

All-told, it’s an extensive group of people making the annual 
even happen, from almost 30 directors (the ‘stockholders’ of the 
Round-up) to no-less than two dozens Wranglers, the group’s 
volunteer base.

As president, “It’s a great honor to follow people like James 
Moore, his daddy who was a judge in Gregg County,” Moore said, 
“Jack Phillips – these men were upstanding citizens of the city and 
the area. It’s a great honor for me to be able to do what they did 
and keep the tradition alive.”

The Gladewater Round-up Rodeo was founded in 1937 by Jack 

Yates. 
“Shoot, the City of Gladewater’s 150 years-old now. The Glade-

water Rodeo’s 86 years-old,” Moore said. “I wish I’d been a fly on 
the wall to watch the parade when you had 200 or 300 horses. Just 
the grandeur of it all. Some of the older folks that remember that 
stuff and their eyes get big. We don’t do that anymore. Times do 
change, unfortunately – everybody doesn’t own a horse like they 
used to or a wagon.”

“It’s one of those things that there ain’t much of anymore. It’s a 
time for the folks around the area to see old friends – it’s a home-
coming for us, the ones at rodeo. We get to see our rodeo family 
that only comes once a year, the cowboys and cowgirls. Some of 
them we watched grow up.”

He’s quick to run down a list of names: people who are close to 
the Round-up, to his own heart; men and women who have passed 
through Gladewater’s rodeo grounds, who return year after year.

Summer and Megan Gay, daughters of Jim Gay. Eight-time 
consecutive World Champion Don Gay. Legendary bull rider John 
Quintana, gone too soon after a plan crash in Australia – Wednesday 
night is the John Quintana Memorial Bull Ride, not to be missed.

“There’s lot of history there,” Moore said. “We have a board 
of Silver Spurs recipients over the years from the very first one 
in 1959, Freckles Brown – he rode an unridable bull, Tornado. 
He came to Gladewater and won it. His grandson won it almost 
59 years to the day – a barrelman, John Harrison, one of the best 
barrelmen in the world.

“You name the names of the big ones that have come to Glade-
water and they’ve won that award. Naturally, Donnie Gay’s won 
it. Eight time world champion bull rider. Not just eight times, eight 
times in a row. You oughta see the names on that board. It’s history.”

History, yes, but with an ongoing impact on the present, too. The 
Round-Up’s an annual economic boost for the community.

“It bring money into the city, the surrounding area – people buy 
gas, they buy food, it perks up the economy during that period,” 
Moore said. “Right now, we’re a qualifier for Fort Worth Live-
stock Show & Rodeo, so we have quite a few that come, even on 
Thursdays and Fridays during Slack. You’ll have over 100 barrel 
racers show up on Thursday or Friday. You’ll have steer wrestlers 
and team ropers and tie down ropers that show up.”

They’re all part of a growing Round-Up family.
“During the ‘Perf,’ the three performance days that you have all 

Rodeo rides into town
86 years and going strong

By James Draper
“I’ve been doing rodeo all my life, and I still 

get excited.”
Eight times Don Gay locked in the world 

championship bull riding title from the Pro-
fessional Rodeo 
Cowboys Asso-
ciation, earning 
his induction 
into the Pro-
Rodeo Hall of 
Fame in 1979 
and the Bull 
Riding Hall of 
Fame in 2015. 
It’s a legacy 
he shares with 
his late father, 
Neal Gay, who 

also earned a place in the ProRodeo Hall in 
his career as a rodeo contender, producer and 
stock contractor.

Easy to say, rodeo’s family. In the blood, 
at this point, but never routine – it still gets 
‘Donnie’ Gay’s blood pumping, heart racing.

“To me, it’s just great entertainment. It’s just 
exciting. You can’t really plan it, but there’s 
something every night that gets my attention,” 
he says, keen to get this year’s festivities un-
derway at the Gladewater Round-Up arena. 
“We’re gonna have two hours of fun. The rodeo 
starts at 8:15 p.m. We sell you a seat, it doesn’t 
cost that much money, and you’re only going 
to use the front edge of it.”

Gay’s relationship with the Round-Up goes 
back to the early ‘70s when the high school 
entered the competition for the first time – 
Bareback, Saddle Bronc and Bull Ride.

“That first year, my entry fees wound up 
being added money to some of the winners. I 
didn’t do very good,” he says.

Everybody’s gotta start somewhere. This 
week might be some other young cowboy or 
cowgirl’s first foray into the arena.

Whether brand new or experience, “They 
better be on the top of their game. Just because 
it’s not Rodeo Houston or the National Finals 
Rodeo, you better bring you’re ridin’ britches 
to Gladewater.”

They know the game, of course, the chal-
lenge of making their own way in rodeo.

“It’s really unimaginable how tough it is to 
be your own boss,” Gay says. “When you’re 

Don Gay, Round-Up 
Rodeo like family

Continued on Page 3

Even Elmo gets into the act at the rodeo - going eye-to-eye with a bull at the Xtreme Bull Riding competition at 
the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo.                  Photo by Jim Bardwell

Texas journalists induct Bardwells 
into state’s top press circles

Following Friday afternoon’s Texas Press Association luncheon in 
Round Rock, Gladewater Mirror Publisher Jim Bardwell (right) poses 
with son Josh, and daughter-in-law Jennifer – the late Suzanne Bardwell 
was inducted into the Texas Newspaper Hall of Fame and Jim Bardwell 

Josh Bardwell holds a crystal pyramid honoring the induc-
tion of his mother, Suzanne, into the Texas Newspaper Hall 
of Fame, standing alongside wife Jennifer and Gladewater 
Mirror Publisher Jim Bardwell, who received the Texas Press 
Association’s Golden 50 Award June 2, honored for five 
decades in journalism during TPA’s annual convention and 
trade show in Round Rock.

Continued on Page 3
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By Kimberly Smith
Jacob McNeal grew up watching his family drag race: his mother and father, grandparents, cousins, aunts 

and uncles. 
He wanted nothing more than to become a race car driver, like his entire family before him. 
But he didn’t just want to drive. 
He wanted to win. 
“I always wanted to be the fastest there ever was,” McNeal said. “I’d race anyone at anything, whether it 

was a foot race or driving my dad’s lawn mower.” 
Instead of watching cartoons like other children, McNeal watched drag racing. His whole life centered 

on racing.
“All I had to talk about was racing,” McNeal said. “That Ricky Bobby movie ‘Talladega Nights’ was 

basically me but in drag racing. I didn’t steal my mom’s car, but, if I could have, I probably would have to 
go race it somewhere.”

He drove his first drag race in a one-cylinder junior dragster at nine years old. And he won. As a teen, 
he moved into a full-scale rear-engine dragster and won a Race of Champions Wally, drag racing’s most 

Former Lion roars down the track

White Oak 
seeking water 
rate increase

By James Draper
Water treatment costs are “sky-

rocketing,” the pipeline that provides 
White Oak’s water isn’t getting any 
younger and regular repairs aren’t 
getting any cheaper.

City officials are grappling with 
their second water rate increase this 
year, and there was an air of gloom in 
City Hall as council members faced a 
packed house July 7. However, city 
Coordinator Jimmy Purcell’s blunt 
description of the challenges ahead 
for White Oak’s water service soon 
led to a healthy back-and-forth with 
community members.

There’s no definite solution yet, 
and no action was taken at Friday’s 
meeting – the dialogue will continue 
as council members, city employ-
ees and residents wrangle the best 
solution they can muster given the 
circumstances.

“The city has never been there to 
increase rates on anything. Period. 
That’s not what we really are here 
for,” Purcell insisted. “That is some-
thing that has to be done, and that is 
the bad part of this job. 

“We have to see where we are at 
and then look at our future of where 
we want to be.”

For years, he added, elected of-
ficials have kept rates as low as 
possible. Costs everywhere are 
rising from inflation, however, and 
even an expert’s proposed water 
rate increase only puts the city at a 
break-even point.

“We all want to make sure that 
we hear what you have to say, your 
concerns, but also look at what we’re 
presenting to know this is why we’re 
doing this, this is why we have to 
raise the rates.”

Since 1936, White Oak’s water 
has come from Big Sandy Creek 16 
miles away, piggybacking on a line 
that serves Longview. The smaller 
town compensates its neighbor to 

Photo by Kay Wright

Fireworks 
mishap leaves
1 dead, 4 hurt

City Hall lays groundwork for FY-2024

Area residents shared their patriotism with their neighbors at Lake Gladewater last 
week (July 3rd) for the annual chamber fireworks display sponsored by Equipment 
Share and boat parade. See more photos at the Gladewater Mirror Facebook Page.

By Phillip Williams
A popular retired veteran East 

Texas fireman was killed, and four 
persons injured, in an accidental 
explosion of fireworks and blaze 
at his rural Upshur County event 
center on Independence Day Tues-
day, July 4.

Killed was Jared Scott (Mutley) 
Maddox, 58, of Gilmer, who began 
his career as a Gilmer volunteer 
firefighter before a 28-year stint 
with the Longview Fire Depart-
ment. He had attended Union 
Grove High School.

Maddox was pronounced dead at 
the scene by Upshur County Pre-
cinct 1 Justice of the Peace Wyone 
Manes, who ordered an autopsy.

Upshur County Sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy David Hazel said Friday 
he couldn’t release names of the 
injured due to the federal HIPPA 
medical privacy law, but that 
nobody suffered life-threatening 
injuries “to my knowledge.” 

Maddox and all the injured were 
preparing at his business, Fire-
house 9 Farm and Event Center, 
for a professional fireworks display 
that night in Kilgore. The city can-
celed the show after the accident, 
Taylor said.

Numerous area fire departments 
battled the blaze, reported that 
morning. 

Dozens of firefighters from 
numerous area fire departments 
gathered at the First Baptist Church 
in Gilmer for Maddox’s funeral 
Saturday morning. Fire engines 
filled the downtown area and the 
body was loaded onto a Gilmer fire 
truck as part of a funeral procession 
that included the area fire vehicles.

A medical helicopter also flew 
overhead in tribute. Maddox’s 
obituary said he served with the 
Gilmer Fire Department after 
his 2016 retirement from the 
Longview FD, and that he and his 
family had begun the Firehouse 9 
firm in 2012.

The state fire marshal’s office 
and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
investigated the accident. In a 
press release, Hazel quoted ATF 
Agent Kevin Mack as saying the 
five persons killed or injured had 
nearly completed approximately 
300 three-inch firework shells 
when the incident occurred. 

“Evidence and witness state-
ments indicate that the electric 
match that feeds a shell caused 

By James Draper
First things first: Gladewater’s city manager doesn’t anticipate an increase 

in the city’s tax rate for the coming fiscal year.
A year into the job here (after 24 years in similar civic roles) Charlie Smith 

gave council members a bird’s-eye view of the community’s financial forecast 
July 6 in the first budget workshop for Fiscal Year 2023-2024. There’s a lot 
to do and not enough funding for everything; city staffers aim to do the best 
they can with what they have.

“I think that everybody has gotten their taxes already from the county. I 
know there was quite an increase there,” Smith said later. “We don’t have 
any hard numbers yet for me to take a look at.

That said, “I don’t think they’re going to see any major change from us.”
After summertime prep, budget adoption for the city usually comes in 

September. Fiscal years here run Oct. 1 through Sept. 30.
“This is going to be different from the way you’ve done it before,” Smith 

told the council. He gave them a heads-up around the time he started on the 
job as city manager July 11 last year: “When we come into the new budget, 
we’re going to start doing some new line item stuff. I want it broken down.”

Having departmental details early helps position the council for decision-
making once accurate revenue projections arrive.

For council member Brandy Flanagan, “The cry of the city is, can we 
please get everything that we already have running its best and then take 
care and move forward with other things? We can’t sit here and build for all 
this stuff coming if we can’t take care of what we already have.”

Smith isn’t anticipating a significant amount of expenditures in the com-

Continued on Page 10
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By Dalton LaFerney
Stacey Hall has taught and coached for nearly 30 years, the last decade of which as White 

Oak ISD’s head cheer coach. She’s planned dozens of pep rallies and shuttled glitter-faced 
cheerleaders to football fields and gyms across East Texas after working full days as a middle 
school science teacher. At twice-a-week practices and August camps, Hall has watched girls 
evolve into proud young women.

But all that will come to an end soon. She has not announced her retirement with the 
school district, but Hall knows it’s not far off. There will come a time when she is no longer 
the “Coach Hall” White Oak’s cheerleaders answer to.

On a recent Monday practice, Stacey looked on as her oldest daughter, Alexa Hall, de-
manded her group of middle school cheer leaders do push ups in the same space where Alexa 
used to practice at Stacey’s command. It was only minutes in, but a couple of the girls did 
not have closed fists during a routine — an oversight that is easily noticed by Alexa, who 
started cheering in the 3rd grade until her senior year.

This summer White Oak ISD hired the younger Hall to teach 5th grade science and coach 
the 7th and 8th grade cheer squad. 

“Alexa is a tough cookie and wants her girls to be the best they can be,” the elder Coach 
Hall said. “The girls will need to be willing to take some heat if they come to practice not 
prepared.” 

It isn’t the first time they join each other on the same team. In 2012, Stacey began coach-
ing the varsity cheer squad just as Alexa was finishing high school before graduating from 
White Oak in 2013.

After college and four years at Kilgore ISD, where she taught 2nd grade and most recently 
8th grade science, Alexa decided she needed a change. And so did her mother.

For the past two years, Stacey coached both the varsity and middle school teams. She had 
support from longtime assistant varsity coach Dana Mizell, but coaching both teams meant 
twice the workload for everybody.

“Having two cheer squads, as rewarding as it is, has taken a toll on me,” Stacey said. 
“Having Alexa has been a breath of fresh air already.”

Though at opposite ends of their careers, Stacey and Alexa could not be more similar. 
Dressing them in the same outfit and standing them side-by-side would not do much more 

to liken them. The two science teachers already have near-identical country twangs, com-
manding presences, and an unrelenting sense for how things should run.

During her job hunt, Alexa first interviewed at Pine Tree ISD, but the opportunity did 
not pan out. Seemingly out of nowhere, White Oak school leaders wanted to interview her.

Alexa said she was a little hesitant to take the coaching job at first, because she and her 
mother bump heads at times, but she recognizes the sweetness of this opportunity.

“I love my mother, but we fight like sisters,” Alexa said. “I’m just like her. I never thought 
I would be doing this, but we work well together. We’re both tough, and we both like things 
to look a certain way. It’s cool I get to coach with my mom.”

Alexa took the job the day she got the call.

Cheering is the family business

Alexa Hall has joined her mother Stacey leading White Oak cheers.
Photo by Mike Peery

Gladewater superintendent Dr. 
Sedric Clark welcomes 
Gladewater Primary School 
students for their first day last 
Thursday morning. Gladewater 
joined other area schools last 
week in kicking off the new 
school year. 

Photos by James Draper 
(See  more photos on Facebook)

Gregg, Upshur and Smith  
County are  currently under a 
burn ban due to extreme dry 
conditions. That means no 
burning of trash piles or 
brush. Outdoor cooking is 
allowed, but please be 
careful. Fines for violating the 
burn ban can start at $500.   

By James Draper
A series of live tests on the calcu-

lations for White Oak’s inevitabil-
ity-increasing water rates found no 
happy medium last week – a large 
portion of the community may see 
their water costs double on utility 
bills as early as November.

“Thirty-one percent of the peo-
ple are fixin’ to take a hit,” council 
member Thomas Cash said Aug. 
8. “I hate that. What do you do? 
Somebody that’s on a fixed in-
come, that can’t be fixed.”

The council members will feel 
the same surge in their costs, but 
that doesn’t make the prospect 
any easier to sell to frustrated 
constituents.

“I can justify it – we’ve got to 
pay bills,” council member John 
Frazier said. “It stinks. 

“How much more we go up 
because of what’s coming, that’s 
probably going to be debated.”

The city’s base water rate is 
currently $24.60 per month after a 
recent increase. According to city 
officials and consultants, White 
Oak City Hall has to increase the 
base to $35 just to break-even – 
that’s the minimum necessary to 
cover the $3 million annual cost 
to run the city’s water operations 
while also covering the commu-
nity’s debt service for its part of 
the state’s road widening projects 
on George Richey and Hwy. 42.

“Anybody that uses their right 
of way, they’re going to charge 
them,” Public Works Director 
Tracey Fears said. “They’re going 
to get their pound of flesh.”

WO Water Rates
‘Thirty-one percent of the 

people are fixin’ to take a hit’

Continued on Page 8

By Jim Bardwell
Two public hearings will be held 

Thursday by the Gladewater City 
Council – one regarding the pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2024 
and the other regarding the pro-
posed tax rate for fiscal year 2024.

The council is also expected to 
vote on both items Thursday after 
holding a budget workshop later 
that evening.

At last week’s budget workshop 
Mayor Scott Owens proudly an-
nounced the city’s 2024 tax rate 
would be about 10-cents lower 
than the current rate – 0.626978 
compared to 0.739089. While that 
would normally be good news, 
with this year’s property appraisals 
soaring in Gregg and Upshur coun-
ties – local taxpayers will most 
likely pay the same - if not more 
taxes  - than this year.

And that money will be needed 
to fund the proposed $7.8 million 
budget – which will include major 
pay raises for police, fire, and pub-
lic works employees. The raises are 
needed, according to both the fire 
and police chiefs and city manager, 
to keep current employees from 
jumping ship to neighboring cities 
that pay better. While Gladewater 
pays 100-percent of an employee’s 
insurance, that isn’t enough to re-
tain or attract quality employees. 
With the new budget, local police 
are expected to get a raise of around 
$6,000 annually. Fireman also will 
be receiving a raise and public 
works employees base pay will go 
from $13-14 to $15-$20/hour.

The city hopes to help pay for the 

Gladewater 
tax rate to 

drop 10-cents
But appraisals may 
negate lower rate

Continued on Page 8
The Gladewater Bears kicked off the 2023 season with a scrimmage 
against Gilmer last Friday.     Photos by Chris Jones
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Gladewater vs Gunter
7:30 p.m. Friday at Gunter

Union Grove vs Ore City
7:30 p.m. Friday at Union Grove

White Oak vs Elkhart
7:00 p.m. Friday at White Oak

WEEK 5

Gladewater High School’s Hadassah Balcorta was crowned 2023 Miss Gregg County 
Pageant at the Gregg County Fairgrounds Thursday night. Facing a cacaphonous crowd of 
friends, peers and fans while standing beside fellow contestants including Miss White Oak, 
Addison Clinkscales, Balcorta’s white satin sash of Miss Gladewater was soon complemented 
by her new Miss Gregg County regalia, including a sparkling tiara. Balcorta was also voted 
Miss Congeniality by her fellow contestants, cheered on by a contingent of Gladewater High 
School students, staffers and parents.

Photos by James Draper

By James Draper
Dr. William Paul’s fi rst ‘100 Days’ as White Oak ISD superintendent have 

been productive.
Skipping to the end: “The reality is, we’re in great shape,” Paul said. “We 

really are.” 
Case in point, prior to Paul’s hundred days report Sept. 11, WOISD’s school 

board members applauded alongside the friends and families of an extensive list 
of students and teachers who earned accolades after their fi rst month of classes.

Likewise, trustees heard an update on the ongoing success of the district’s 
FFA program before diving into a litany of necessary tasks.

According to Paul, after taking on the district’s top job in the spring, he’s 
attended 60-plus school and community events. He’s survey parents in addition 
to dialogues with businesses as well as local government and church leaders.

“One of the things it did is just kind of affi rm what I already thought: We 
have a great district,” Paul said. “Our students are respectfully, take school 
seriously and hold staff in high regard. Our staff cares about students. Our 
facilities are well-maintained. Our budget is in good shape.”

There are some areas with room for improvement, of course.
First, Paul said, he’s eager to take a more in-depth look at the district’s facili-

ties plan and align it with a vision for the future: “Where do we want to be in 
10 years in terms of facilities?”

Meanwhile, “We need to overhaul our business offi ce and personnel proce-
dures,” he added, and to continue assessing and improving safety and security. 
The district also needs to be proactive in preparing for the inevitable retirement 
of senior staff members during the coming decade. “We are very top-heavy in 
that regard. We need to be very intentional about how we transition as these 
staff members retire and make sure they’re being replaced with high-quality 
individuals.”

For students’ sake, Paul has two main goals: to win the Lone Star Cup – “Ev-
ery year we’re on the cusp.” – and to continue enhancing Career & Technical 
Education (CTE) options. 

That’s not necessarily to add more, he added, but to ensure the district is 
maximizing potential in current programs. He’s excited about WOISD’s new 
partnership with Kilgore College (along with Gladewater ISD and Union 
Grove ISD) and the opportunities that creates for adding a healthcare pathway 
for interested students.

By the end of the school year, 10 White Oak students will be certifi ed as 
Patient Care Technicians.

“That’s what they need the most in healthcare facilities,” he said. “That’s 
becoming a more popular program by the day.”

Among other practical steps for improvement, the district will post available 
jobs by March in order to get the “best and brightest” applying for the next 
school year. Another annual goal will be a balanced budget with six months 
of operating expenses in hand.

“With our overhaul of procedures,” he said, “I think we’re going to become 
more effi cient.

Likewise, “We’re going to work on overhauling our bus fl eet through grants.”
All things considered, based on everything he’s seen, Paul is excited for the 

weeks, months and years ahead.
“It’s easy to see why we’re still a destination district.”

WOISD’s chief looks 
back at first 100 days

2023 Union Grove Homecoming Court
Freshman Duchess: Rachel Potter, Sophomore Duchess Kaki Pharr, Junior Duchess Hannah 
Coulter, Senior Duchess Sarah Clowers, Senior Duchess Faith Woodall, Senior Duchess, Maria 
Paulina Navarro-Gonzalez, Senior Duchess Jenna Scott and Senior Duchess Kathryn King. 
         Photo by Kim Hill

By James Draper
Gladewater High School’s Ha-

dassah Balcorta was chosen Miss 
Gregg County Sept. 14 – just one 
of a number of crowning achieve-
ments the past month.

Facing a cacophonous crowd of 
friends, peers and fans while stand-
ing beside fellow contestants in-
cluding Miss White Oak, Addison 
Clinkscales, Balcorta’s white satin 
sash of Miss Gladewater was soon 
complemented by her new regalia, 
including a sparkling tiara.

Balcorta was also voted Miss 
Congeniality by her fellow contes-
tants, cheered on by a contingent of 
Gladewater High School students, 
staffers and parents at the Gregg 
County Fairgrounds.

“Gladewater’s trying to get put 
on the map for all of the good 
things,” Gladewater High School 
Principal Derrick Floyd told trust-
ees days later, presenting Balcorta 
with a litany of accolades Sept. 18: 
“She’s a self-starter. She is well-
poised. She is a lot of adjectives 
that I don’t even have time enough 
to list out.”

In addition to Miss Gladewater 
and Miss Gregg County, Balcorta 
– daughter of Sakkinah and Paul 
Balcorta – was named Gladewater 
High School’s 2023 Homecoming 

Balcorta crowned Miss Gregg County

Queen earlier this month.
The spark for Monday’s honors 

goes back even further.
“She took the PSAT last year and 

has gained national honors from 
this,” Floyd said. 

The College Board National 
Recognition Programs celebrate 
high school achievers, spotlight-
ing strong academic performance.

According to the program, 
“The academic honors for rural 
area, Black, Indigenous, and/or 
Latino students are an opportu-

nity for students to share their 
strong academic achievements 
with colleges and scholarship 
programs that are seeking to 
recruit diverse talent.”

With test scores, GPA, demo-
graphics and other factors in 
consideration, “She got recog-
nized in two different categories,” 
Floyd said, “the National Hispanic 
Recognition Program… and the 
National African American Rec-
ognition Program for outstanding 
academic achievement.”
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Gladewater vs Atlanta
7:00 p.m. Friday at Atlanta

Union Grove vs Hawkins
7:00 p.m. Friday at Uniom Grove

White Oak vs Sabine
7:00 p.m. Friday at White Oak

WEEK 10

Slow down, stay 
focused when 

driving through 
oil and gas areas  
Nearly one-quarter of Texas traf-

fi c deaths occur in energy produc-
tion areas.

Driving on busy roads in our 
state’s oil and gas production ar-
eas can be both challenging and 
dangerous. Energy exploration and 
production across Texas requires 
many large trucks and heavy tank-
ers, and drivers should take extra 
care to safely share the road with 
these vehicles.

In 2022, more than 78,000 traffi c 
crashes occurred in the state’s fi ve 
main energy sectors—the Permian 
Basin, Eagle Ford Shale, Barnett 
Shale, Anadarko Basin and the 
Haynesville/Bossier Shale—re-
sulting in 1,072 fatalities last year. 
These traffic deaths accounted 
for nearly 25% of the state’s total 
traffi c fatalities last year. In 2022, 
there were 17,594 traffi c crashes 
in the 15-county Haynesville/
Bossier Shale region (which in-
cludes Smith, Gregg & Angelina 
counties), resulting in 208 fatalities 
and 948 serious injuries.

 Failure to control speed and 
driver inattention are ranked as 
the top two contributing factors 
in crashes in the fi ve main energy 
regions.

 With all of this in mind, TxDOT 
is launching its new statewide “Be 
Safe. Drive Smart” campaign this 
week and urging motorists to stay 
alert and drive at a safe speed in our 
state’s oil and gas producing areas.  

 The Issue
● Oil and gas activity brings 

increased traffi c and more large 
trucks sharing the road with pas-
senger vehicles. Drivers should be 
aware that large trucks and tankers 
can limit visibility and provide less 
room to maneuver. Increased truck 
traffi c also leads to more wear and 
tear on roads, posing challenges 
to drivers.

Statistics
● Texas’ fi ve main energy re-

gions—the Permian Basin, Eagle 
Ford Shale, Barnett Shale, Anadar-
ko Basin and the Haynesville/
Bossier Shale—saw more than 
78,000 traffi c crashes, resulting in 
1,072 fatalities in 2022. Despite a 
3.8% decrease from the previous 
year, traffi c deaths in these regions 
accounted for nearly one-quarter 
of the state’s total traffi c fatalities.

● Failure to control speed and 
driver inattention are ranked as 
the top two contributing factors 
in crashes in the fi ve main energy 
regions.

Safety Tips
TxDOT offers these important 

safety reminders for motorists:
●  Follow posted speed limits 

and adjust your driving to match 
road conditions. In some situations, 
the only safe speed may be below 
the posted speed limit.

● Stay focused on driving and 
put your phone away: no talking 
or texting when behind the wheel.

● Give large trucks plenty of 
space. Be patient and pass only 
when it’s safe and legal to do so.

● Maintain a safe following 
distance.

● Never drive under the infl u-
ence of alcohol or other drugs.

● Obey stop signs and traffic 
signals.

● Always buckle up—drivers 
and passengers, day and night, 
every ride, every time.

 TxDOT is also investing heavily 
to improve mobility and safety on 
roadways impacted by traffi c in 
the state’s fi ve energy producing 
regions. Over the next 10 years, 
TxDOT is planning to invest a his-
toric level of $19.2 billion in rural 
areas through the 2024 Unified 
Transportation Program (UTP). 
This shows TxDOT’s commitment 
to building and maintaining a safe 
and effi cient transportation system 
in all parts of the state.

Annual Fall 
Fest set for 
Saturday

If 2023 is any indication, clas-
sics will likely always be the most 
popular Halloween costumes of 
all time. And that will be more 
than present at Saturday’s  An-
nual Emergency Services Fall 
Fest set for 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at 
the Broadway Elementary School 
Playground.

At just $1 per person, organizers 
at Gladewater Fire Department are 
crafting a wide variety of events 
and activities for the spooky soiree, 
from games and contests to hot 
dogs and other snacks, of course, 
sweets and treats for the turnout.

Bring the whole family and don’t 
forget to dress up.

As for costumes, cat costumes 
were the most searched nationwide 
in 2023, with 12 states googling 
them more than any other. Fairy 
costumes were a close second, 
racking up the most searches in 
10 states.

Classic Halloween-themed cos-
tumes, including skeleton, vam-
pire, zombie, and witch getups, 
topped the searches in 3 to 5 states 
each. Dinosaur costumes were 
similarly popular in 4 states.

Pop culture Halloween cos-
tumes, most of them movie and TV 
characters, were most searched in 
20% of the country.

Ariel was the favorite in 2 states, 
likely due to the popularity of the 
live-action Little Mermaid remake.

Barbie was a massive box offi ce 
success, with over a billion dollars 
in sales worldwide. The state that 
showed the most interest in Barbie 
costumes was West Virginia.

Elvis costumes were searched 
most in Mississippi, where Elvis 

was born, and in Tennessee, where 
Graceland was built. With not one 
but two Elvis biopics released in 
2023, the rock’n’roll star was an 
inevitable addition to the most 
popular costumes of 2023.

Swifties from Massachusetts and 

New Hampshire showed the most 
interest in dressing like their pop 
hero, Taylor Swift. Other 2023 TV 
and movie characters that made 
the list include Wednesday Ad-
dams and famous cartoon plumber 
Mario.

Gladewater City Hall’s ready to put some bite behind its rules for trash 
containers – there’s still a grace period ahead, but the clock is ticking.

Mayor Scott Owens addressed the issue as local elected offi cials 
mulled their consent agenda during last week’s regularly-scheduled city 
council meeting. He held up a bright warning tag, and there are plenty to 
go around. Residents might receive one if they put their trash containers 
out too soon before garbage collection or wheel their container in too 
late after Republic Services employees are fi nished with their pickups.

“We do have in-hand some orange stickers that will be going on the 
trash cans this week,” Owens told the audience in the council chambers 
Oct. 19. “These are a warning, but that doesn’t mean it needs to be ignored. 
There will be tickets issued if we need to get compliance with this.”

Such tickets could be as much as $500 for violators. Enforcement has 
been lax for some time, but as more and more people fl aunt the restric-
tions and complaints pile up, city personnel will be making the rounds 
in weeks ahead.

“We want people to be putting the trash cans back up by 9 p.m. the day 
it’s picked up,” Owens noted. “And, not put them out fi ve days early. Put 
them out the night before or early that morning.”

Find details on the city’s municipal regulations at tinyurl.com/glade-
watercodes.

According to Owens, “It’s about making the city better for our visitors 
and everybody who lives here.”

City ready to enforce 
trash container ordinance

Evergrace Derrick was the recipient of Friday night’s ceremonial 
game ball as the Gladewater Bears honored the Weldon 
Bumblebees. She was escorted by her grandson Damian 
Derrick. The Weldon Bumblebees were the city’s all Black high 
school football team before Gladewater ISD desegregated 
back in 1969. Weldon won 11 district championships and was 
runner-up to the state championship three times. Coach Walter 
Derrick, Evergrace’s late husband, led the Bumblebees to their  
third and final state championship game appearance in 1968.

Photo by Jim Bardwell
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TxDOT urges you 
to find a sober ride 

during holidays
 AUSTIN – The holiday season 

gets its official start next week as 
many Texans gather around the 
table for Thanksgiving dinner. But 
for the families of the 1,246 people 
killed last year in Texas by drunk 
drivers, holiday seasons will never 
be the same. 

 Starting Dec. 1, 2022, there were 
108 people killed and 229 people 
seriously injured in just 32 days in 
DUI-alcohol related crashes across 
the state. All of these families suf-
fered painful memories that will 
last a lifetime.   

 “Don’t turn your holiday event 
into a life-changing tragedy by 
drinking and driving,” said TxDOT 
Executive Director Marc Williams. 
“A safe and sober ride should be at 
the top of your list when making 
plans with family and friends. If 
not, you risk your job, your life 
and the lives of others. It’s just not 
worth it.”

 Drunk driving crashes are com-
pletely preventable, yet they can 
cause physical, emotional and 
financial consequences that last for 
years. If you drink any amount of 
alcohol this holiday season, never 
get behind the wheel. Instead, 
designate a sober driver, use a 
rideshare service or taxi, stay put, 
call a friend or family member, or 
use public transportation to ensure 
you get home safely.

 To remind Texans about the 
serious consequences of drunk 
driving and to always find a sober 
ride, TxDOT is bringing a mobile 
video exhibit across the state in a 
series of holiday-themed outreach 
events. Each interactive stop will 
feature powerful video testimoni-
als from people who have dealt 
firsthand with the consequences of 
drunk driving, either as an offender 
or survivor. These video stories and 
tips on finding a sober ride can be 
found at https://www.soberrides.
org/media-center/ 

 To encourage everyone to enjoy 
the holidays without drinking and 
driving, TxDOT’s Drive Sober. 
No Regrets. campaign will include 
PSAs on TV, radio, billboards and 
online, and at bars, restaurants 
and convenience stores statewide. 
The campaign runs in support of a 
heightened law enforcement period 
from Dec. 16 through Jan. 1, when 
more officers are on the road look-
ing for drunk drivers.

By James Draper
A new faith-based youth devel-

opment center is at work on FM 
1252 near Kilgore – Restoration 
of the Spectrum Ministries cur-
rently serves select students from 
Gladewater and White Oak along 
with a handful of other nearby 
communities. 

“Our mission is to provide edu-
cation and support to underserved 
individuals,” Josh Hunt said, spe-
cifically “special needs children and 
at-risk youth in the area.”

While the number of available 
spots is limited for the nonprofit 
outreach, when there’s an opening 
“We won’t turn anybody down as 
long as they’re willing.”

A Coast Guard veteran and for-
mer officer for the New Orleans Po-
lice Department, Hunt has 21 years’ 
experience as a certified chef and 
previously put those skills toward 
education, teaching culinary arts 
at Kilgore College and Longview 
High School. He’s since turned his 
focus toward Biblical studies and 
ministry.

According to Hunt, decades 
back he dropped out of his all-boys 
Catholic school in Louisiana two 
weeks before graduation. He made 
his way forward, embraced second 
chances and wants to help others 

Faith-based education outreach meets students ‘where they are’
do the same.

“Life happens and things hap-
pen. We have one student who’s 
on probation. We have another 
who had a child at 16. Regardless 
of circumstances, we believe that 
they deserve second chances,” 
Hunt said. Some students are on 
the autism spectrum or dealing with 
ADHD, anger issues and other chal-
lenges that make a public school 
education a particular challenge. 
Helping each navigate their hurdles, 
“We want to provide a community 
and be able to educate those in our 
community who have been passed 
over in the public school environ-
ment. We try to keep them geared 
in the direction of success instead 
of falling off the grid.

“We want to give them a well-
rounded spiritual and academic 
foundation for their life, to be 
successful and go forward. The 
program focuses on the individual 
students and their aptitude and abili-
ties. We meet them where they are.”

The nonprofit’s Tuesday through 
Friday school is free-of-charge to 
the students, covered by grants 
from corporate sponsors like ABC 
Auto, with public funds from or-
ganizations like Texas Workforce 
Commission and via contributions 
from the private sector.

“Everything is from donors,” 
Hunt said. “Everything is paid 
for. None of this costs the parents 
anything.”

With an all-volunteer staff, the 
program does have a limited ca-
pacity.

“None of us get paid. We want to 
do it, and we love the kids,” Hunt 
said. “With the current volunteers 
we have and the amount of space we 
have, we can take up to 20 now in 
the current location we’re in.

“We’re working on writing grants 

and working with partners to fund-
raise. Eventually, we’d like to have 
our own building. We are looking 
to grow and expand.”

Restoration of the Spectrum is the 
umbrella organization for a broad 

Continued on Page 3

Josh Hunt and other Restoration of the Spectrum instructors teach culinary arts to the 
youth development center’s young charges.

Thanksgiving is so close that we can practically smell it: that perfect 
roasted turkey, all those delectable sides, and at least a slice or two of 
pumpkin pie. But of course with a big meal comes a lot of preparation. 
There’s so much to do leading up to the big day, so if you haven’t started 
planning your Thanksgiving menu, you probably should soon - real soon.

Before you start to get stressed out though, we’ve got a few pieces of 
good news for you. First, you’ve still got time and we have a handy dandy 
Thanksgiving cooking timeline to ensure mealtime success. Second, 
your Thanksgiving dinner cost should actually cost less in 2023. With 
nationwide concerns about inflation and rising food costs, this is news 
we can all certainly be thankful for. 

According to CNN and the Wells Fargo Agri-Food Institute, the cost 
of a 10-to-15-pound turkey dropped 13% in October versus the price of 
a year ago and fresh cranberries are about 20% cheaper than last year. 
However, before you add to that Thanksgiving shopping list, it is worth 
noting that canned goods like cranberry sauce (up 7%), pumpkin puree 
(up 30%), and green beans (up 9%) are all more expensive in 2023.

With that mixed grocery bag of news, it might still seem a little hard 
to tell if you personally will spend more at the store. Well, that’s where 
Walmart comes in! The company announced that from November 1 to 
December 26, they are rolling back prices on the most popular holiday 
food items to ease the pressure of holiday spending. Even better? They 
have a Convenient Holiday Meal Calculator to help you budget for 
Thanksgiving.

The process is as simple as can be. First go to their “Holiday Food” 
page, choose “Quick & Easy” for packaged items like boxed stuffing or 
“From Scratch” for fresh items like cranberries. Then select the number 
of servings and add all the grocery items to your cart. (There’s even a 
recipe section in case you need some menu inspiration!) It will give you 
the total cost and the cost per person, so you know exactly what you’re 
spending before you spend it.

By Phillip Williams
Capital murder suspect Alvin Charles McKnight Jr. was captured by 

police in San Bernardino, Calif., Wednesday night, 11 days after the 
double homicide that led to him being charged, Upshur County Sheriff 
Larry Webb announced at a Thursday morning press conference in Gilmer.

McKnight, 41, is charged with the Nov. 4 apparent shooting deaths of 
sisters Pamela Ray, 35, and Dermetrica Dashaunda Waters, 37, both of 
Gilmer, Webb’s office has said. They were slain at Ray’s home on U.S. 
271 south of Gilmer in what sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel has said 
is considered an act of domestic violence.

Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd said at Thursday’s press 
conference that extradition proceedings to bring McKnight to Upshur 
County “will take several weeks,” but vowed that “justice will be served.”

McKnight, whose truck was found by Gladewater police on Tenery 
Street shortly after the nighttime homicides, is being held in the San 
Bernardino County Jail without bond.

He was arrested by a “takedown team” without resistance at a bus sta-
tion when he exited a bus about 11:30 p.m. Texas time, which was about 
9:30 p.m. California time, Webb said.

Authorities had received information Tuesday that McKnight was 
“possibly getting on a bus” and heading west, the sheriff said. Authori-
ties pinpointed that the vehicle was going from Abilene, Texas, to San 
Bernardino, he added.

“Last night, we were able to track him” and, for the passengers’ safety, 
the bus was allowed to go all the way to San Bernardino before he was 
arrested, Webb added. Upshur authorities had passed information on to 

city police there, the sheriff noted.
He also said authorities had found a new phone number allowing McK-

night to be tracked, but that he couldn’t discuss why the suspect headed 
to California, nor where he had been while a fugitive.

Byrd alluded to the Saturday arrest of McKnight’s sister, Laquesha 
Monique McKnight, on a charge of hindering apprehension or prosecu-
tion of her brother, and said authorities believe others helped him avoid 
arrest. “I will prosecute each and every one of these people,” he pledged.

Asked if he would consider seeking the death penalty for McKnight, 
Byrd said he had decided that, but “ethically” needed to wait until the 
suspect is returned to Gilmer before announcing his decision. In Texas, 
capital murder is punishable only by lethal injection or life imprisonment 
without parole.

Byrd also said McKnight won’t be getting out of jail. The suspect was 
arrested in a southern California city of reportedly more than 220,000 
population.

Webb had announced at a Tuesday press conference that McKnight had 
been placed on the Texas Department of Public Safety’s 10 most wanted 
fugitives list, and that rewards of up to $17,500 were being offered for 
information leading to his arrest.

After Thursday’s press conference, he said he couldn’t comment on 
whether anyone had received any of the reward money.

Webb stressed the work that not only his own office, but other law 
enforcement agencies did in seeking to capture McKnight. The sheriff 
said “Upshur County has really been turned upside down” with concern 
for citizens’ safety during the time the suspect was on the run.

Double homicide suspect caught in California
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The White Oak 4th Grade provided a musical program for the local veterans of the community Friday at C.C. Simmons 
Auditorium. The class was led by Elementary Music Director Brittany Fuller.
Photo by Mike Peery

By James Draper
As U.S. Marine Jim Jones looked out over the audience in the Glade-

water Former Students Association building Saturday, the veteran could 
count almost a score of them among the crowd.

There are many, many others, Jones said, sometimes sequestered away 
or harder to spot. He’s proud to serve them as he’s able as a veterans 
hospice volunteer.

“They live in our society,” Jones add-
ed, and this society must make every 
effort not to forget them, not to neglect 
them, not to ignore their sacrifice and 
the virtues they exemplify. “It’s been 
over 50 years, two generations, since 
we had a draft. Too few of us have skin 
in the game.”

The ‘son of a soldier and sharecrop-
per’ served from 1966 to 1969, includ-
ing several campaigns in Vietnam in 
‘67 and ‘68. In addition to a career with 
ExxonMobil, he’s been a consultant for 
historical documentaries and movies 
about the armed forces.

His concern Saturday was not the 
past but the years and decades ahead.

“I see a future when no one knows any veterans,” Jones lamented. 
“Patriotism is out of fashion,” in schools and on university campuses, 
in the halls of government, where veterans’ virtues are often forgotten.

That must change, Jones insisted.
“As war is apparently constant to mankind,” he quoted, “there will 

always be veterans.”
Saturday’s event, at least, honored them.
GFSA members served a pulled pork lunch to the veterans and their 

guests with patriotic music from Gary Cox and door prizes for the attend-
ees including a drawing for bespoke quilts. USMC veteran Leon Watson 
led a traditional POW/MIA observance ahead of  the Veteran’s Tribute 
to the Armed Forces, spotlighting each branch in turn as the gathered 
heroes stood at their anthem.

“For the most part, they came home and took their uniform off, never 
to be worn again,” Jones said. Fortunately, their legacy of service contin-
ues – in businesses, in boardrooms, in their families, in places they can 
continue to have an impact and help ensure they, their fellow veterans 
and those who continue to serve are not forgotten by their society.

‘We have heroes 
among us’ 

Pope removes Tyler’s Bishop Strickland 
after opposition to church reforms

From The Texas Tribune
Pope Francis has removed the 

bishop of Tyler, Joseph Strickland, 
who had been openly critical of 
the pope’s efforts to reform the 
Catholic Church to be more inclu-
sive of women in governance and 
LGBTQ+ people.

The removal Saturday comes 
after the Pope dispatched two U.S. 
bishops last year to investigate 
Strickland’s governance of the 
Diocese of Tyler. The two bishops, 
who lead dioceses in New Jersey 
and Arizona, found it was “not 
feasible” for Strickland to remain 
in office, Cardinal Daniel DiNardo 
of the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston said Saturday.

Strickland, who was born in   Fred-
ericksburg and raised in Atlanta, 
Texas, has not released a statement 
on his removal from office.

In a September public letter 
responding to the investigation, 
Strickland said he “cannot resign” 
because he would be abandoning 
the congregation the late Pope 
Benedict XVI charged him with 
leading.

“I have also said that I will respect 
the authority of Pope Francis if he 
removes me from office as Bishop 
of Tyler,” Strickland added.

The Pope asked Strickland to 
resign from office on Thursday. The 
bishop declined, leading Francis to 
forcibly remove him, DiNardo said. 
Pending “more permanent arrange-

ments,” the pope has appointed 
Bishop Joe Vasquez of Austin as ad-
ministrator of the Diocese of Tyler.

The Texas Catholic Conference 
of Bishops declined to comment 
beyond DiNardo’s statement.

Strickland, 65 and well below 
the 75-year-old retirement age 
for bishops, has been a prominent 
conservative critic of the pope. In 
May, Strickland accused Francis of 
“undermining the deposit of faith.”

More recently, Strickland criti-
cized the pope’s October meeting 
to discuss the future of the Catholic 
Church. 

There were no nearby polling locations available for 
Gladewater’s Gregg County residents last Tuesday, 
and it’s sparked a fresh conversation between local 
and county officials.

Importantly, a $19 million bond election for a county 
courthouse parking structure was on the ballot along-
side 14 state constitutional amendments. The county’s 
electorate signed off on the county’s proposal, and 
officials noted an increased turnout in what would typi-
cally be a relatively muted vote compared to election 
years with the president on the ticket.

Through countywide polling, Gregg County voters 
can cast their ballot at any poll. It wasn’t a substantial 
track for most residents with the closest polls in White 
Oak’s Jim Nall Training, Sabine ISD’s Old Elementary 
Cafeteria and the Greggton Community Center at 3211 
W. Marshall Ave.

The lack of a Gladewater polling station sparked 
frustration with some voters, however, and they were 
keen for details about why this election was different 
from past years.

There’s a straightforward answer from county of-
ficials: it saves residents’ tax dollars. 

Opening an Election Day polling location in 
Gladewater (or elsewhere) costs between $4,500 
and $5,000 to cover 4-6 workers for about 14 hours 
in addition to the expense for the location and for 
the polling equipment. The county election office’s 
decision also anticipated lower voter turnout based 
on prior years’ data.

Running an early voting location costs between 
$12,000 and $15,000. It’s why the county opted for a 
minimum number of polling spots this time around, 
focusing on county- and city-owned buildings.

Voters did use the opportunity to weight in, though. 
More than 8 percent of the county’s 73,723 regis-

tered voters had cast a ballot during Early Voting and 
the first hours of Election Day, Nov. 7. Total turnout 
was almost 15 percent by the day’s end.

Ultimately, slightly more than 54 percent of the 
voters OK’d the county’s parking garage bond – just 
shy of 6,000 votes in favorite to about 5,000 against.

Regarding future elections, Mayor Scott Owens 
says he and other Gladewater elected officials and 
administrators are reaching out to the county to rectify 
the local polling issue.

No local polling spot for Gladewater voters

Revelers young-and-old descended 
on downtown Gladewater Saturday 
night for the 2023 Holiday Open 
House, getting a tiny taste of 
(specially-crafted) snow, knocking 
out some of their seasonal shopping 
with family in tow and gathering 
around the city’s Christmas Tree to 
bask in the glow.

Photos by James Draper

Upshur murder suspect still at large
By Phillip Williams

As a capital murder suspect remained at large, his sister 
was arrested Saturday on a felony charge of hindering ap-

prehension or prosecution of him, 
said Upshur County sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy David Hazel.

Laquesha Monique McKnight, 
38, of Longview, was arrested in that 
city by Longview police officers and 
remained in Upshur County Jail in 
Gilmer on Tuesday under $500,000 
bond, Hazel said.

Her brother, Alvin Charles McK-
night Jr., 41, of Gilmer, is charged in the Nov. 4 apparent 
shooting deaths of sisters Mandy Ray, 35, and Dermetrica 

Dashaunda Waters, 37, both of Gilmer.
They were slain at Ray’s residence in the 2800 block 

of south U.S. 271 near Bluebird Road south of Gilmer, 
authorities said. Upshur County Crime Stoppers is offer-
ing a $10,000 reward for information leading to Alvin 
McKnight’s arrest.

Hazel has said Waters lived with Alvin McKnight 
until recently, so the slayings are considered “domestic 
violence.”  Gladewater police, meantime, said they found 
the suspect’s pickup on Tenery Street in that city after the 
double homicide.

In a press release Saturday, Hazel said the sheriff’s of-
fice obtained an arrest warrant for Laquesha McKnight 
after “investigators gathered information which provided 
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City gets $2,791,380 
for water system 

improvements
The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 

today approved by resolution financial assistance 
in the amount $2,791,380 to the City of Glade-
water (Gregg and Upshur counties), consisting of 
$850,000 in financing and $1,941,380 in principal 
forgiveness, from the Drinking Water State Revolv-
ing Fund (DWSRF). The City will use the assistance 
for the planning, design, and construction of a water 
system improvement project.

In addition to the loan forgiveness, the City could 
save approximately $274,000 over the life of the 
loan by using the DWSRF.

With the assistance approved today, the City 
will replace deteriorating water mains, add looping 
throughout the distribution system, and construct 
treatment and electrical upgrades at the water treat-
ment plant.

The TWDB is the state agency charged with 
collecting and disseminating water-related data, 
assisting with regional water and flood planning, 
and preparing the state water and flood plans. 
The TWDB administers cost-effective financial 
assistance programs for the construction of water 
supply, wastewater treatment, flood mitigation, and 
agricultural water conservation projects.

Man sentenced in 
drunk driving case

By Phillip Williams
A judge in Gilmer last Thursday sentenced a man 

to prison terms when the defendant pleaded guilty 
to intoxication assault in connection with a traffic 
crash which injured relatives of Upshur County 
Commissioner Michael Ashley, and resulted in his 
grandchild being prematurely born.

Rodney Dean Seahorn, 48, of White Oak, was 
sentenced by 115th District Judge Dean Fowler 
on a plea bargain to three 8-year prison terms, two 
of them concurrrent, announced Upshur County 
District Attorney Billy Byrd.

The April 5 crash injured Ashley’s pregnant 
daughter, son-in-law, and resulted in the premature 
birth of the couple’s daughter that day. All were 
hospitalized, but survived.

Ashley said at the time that Seahorn was also in-
jured and hospitalized. The commissioner provided 
these added details:

His daughter, Laura Craft, turned 35 that day and 
was eight months pregnant when the vehicle she and 
her husband occupied collided with another vehicle 
“more or less head-on” at the intersection of Texas 
300 and FM 1844 in East Mountain.

The baby, Alora Jane Craft, was born that day at 
Longview Regional Medical Center and was in the 
neonatal intensive care unit there.

Her mother, admitted to the same hospital, suf-
fered a fractured foot, broken shoulder, and frac-
tured femur, while her husband, 27-year-old Duncan 
Craft, was in Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport 
Academic Medical Center in Louisana with two 
broken femurs.

The Crafts, who reside in Gilmer, had just left 
a birthday celebration at the home of the commis-
sioner and his wife, Reggenia, and were en route to 
Longview for another celebration planned with her 
cousins and two brothers when the wreck occurred. 
They were in a Ford Explorer sport utility vehicle.

In a news release on the sentencing, Byrd said 
Seahorn left a residence in White Oak, traveled 
north toward Gilmer, and “entered the intersection 
illegally and in the wrong lane of traffic.” Laura 
Craft (who, like her husband and child, was not 
identified by name in the news release) was seven 
and a half months pregnant, said Byrd.

Gas escapes from a borehole at a Roden Lane construction site Dec. 6 after a utility crew 
punctured a four-inch lane in the residential neighborhood. Gladewater firefighters 
controlled the scene and issued shelter-in-place orders until CenterPoint Energy 
personnel could arrive and get the leak under control.                Photo by James Draper

Veteran Manna House volunteer John Kindt packs a grocery 
box during the food charity’s annual holiday food distribution 
Dec. 6-7 in the Christian Life Center at First United Methodist 
Church. In addition to a wide variety of food donations, 
volunteers provided toys to as many as 70 local families.

Photo by James Draper

Santa makes many stops Saturday
Jolly Ol’ Elf visits Gladewater 

parade, Truman Smith children 
and East Mountain community
Call it the ‘Magic of Christmas’ – Santa Claus was 

everywhere Saturday in the Gladewater area.
Every child knows the Kris Kringle lives at the North 

Pole but entrusts his Spirit of Christmas to deputy 
Santas around the world. Several descended on East 
Texas this weekend.

First, a Jolly Old Elf rolled into East Mountain, join-
ing the city’s annual Christmas Parade, meandering 
through the town to arrive at city hall and greet the 
community’s kiddoes.

By noon, another Claus had put on his leathers 
to gather with the two- and three-wheeled riders of 
Outlaws Longview Bar. There arose such a clatter as 
about 150 bikers thundered west on Hwy. 80 to arrive 
at the Truman W. Smith Children’s Care Center in 
Gladewater.

“Isn’t this awesome? I don’t even wear makeup 
because I cry every year,” said facility administrator 
Rhonda Rolen as the local elves unloaded a heaping 
pile of gifts for the hospital’s young charges.

Started by the late Nell Higginbotham – the ‘Mom’ 
of Mom’s Biker Bar – Outlaws inherited the effort 
about 11 years back.

“It’s all about these kiddoes, it really is,” said Lynn 
Kelly, owner/operator of Outlaws, the gathering point 
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By James Draper
School districts across the state 

are weighing in on Senate Bill 763 
– each has been required by the 
Texas Legislature to vote on policy 
outlining whether and, if so, how 
the school employs chaplains or ac-
cepts them as volunteers to provide 
counseling to students.

At Gladewater ISD, board mem-
bers adopted a basic volunteer 
option with no discussion Nov. 14 
and a rare roll call vote (per the 
88th Legislature’s requirements) 
that passed 4-0 with three trustees 
absent.

The issue is undecided at White 
Oak ISD. The bill set a deadline of 
March 1, 2024, for some degree of 
action on the law, and the district’s 
trustees followed Superintendent 
Dr. William Paul’s Nov. 13 recom-
mendation to consider their options 
further.

“Anybody that’s ever worked in 
or been around a school, especially 
in a small town, knows that your 
clergy are always there for sup-
port, if you need them,” Paul said. 
“Ours are no different. I think the 
ones we have in this town are pretty 
involved. 

“There’s really four options 
we have. First thing we can do is 
we can decline to adopt a policy. 
According to this information we 
have right here, it doesn’t really 
change anything about where we 
are right now.”

A second option is to keep cur-
rent policy in place and affi rm the 
district won’t expand it further. 

A third option is to not do any-
thing, officially acknowledging 
“We want to study it a little fur-
ther.” Fourth, the district can adopt 
a new policy and put standards in 
place.

“What those standards are is 
really up to us,” Paul said. “Keep 
in mind, anybody that’s going to 
volunteer on our campus is going 
to have some kind of background 
check anyway.”

There’s no need for immediate 
action, he repeated.

“When I asked around as far as 
what other districts are doing, it’s 
kind of all over the place,” Paul 
added. 

“You’ve got some that are say-
ing, ‘No, not at all.’ You’ve got 
others that want chaplains to come 
in and play a more active role. 

Maybe they don’t have the staff 
that we have access to.

“As far as the majority, I couldn’t 
tell you.”

Gladewater’s plans are still 
developing, Superintendent Dr. 
Sedric Clark confi rmed.

“We just adopted that we would 
use them as volunteers,” he said. 
“We have not laid out the way yet.

“Thankfully, we have pastors 
and ministers who have always 
been active at our schools. We’ll 
just be making it formal now… 
saying exactly what they can and 
will not do.”

Local school districts discussing how chaplains can assist school

Gladewater Christmas Gladewater Christmas 
Parade MarshalParade Marshal

Joe LansdaleJoe Lansdale

By Phillip Williams
Alvin Charles McKnight Jr., charged with capital murder in the Nov. 

4 apparent shooting deaths of two Gilmer women, was expected to be 
returned to Upshur County from California on Tuesday (Dec. 5) after 
waiving extradition, said Upshur sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel.

McKnight, 41, of Gilmer, was captured by police Nov. 15 at a San 
Bernardino, Calif., bus station, where he 
arrived after authorities electronically 
tracked his location. 

He is charged with killing sisters Man-
dy Ray, 35, and Dermetrica Dashaunda 
Waters, 37, both of Gilmer, at Ray’s home 
on U.S. 271 south of Gilmer, said Sheriff 
Larry Webb’s offi ce. Hazel has said the 
slayings are considered an act of domestic 
violence.

McKnight lived with Waters until re-
cently, and fathered a child by one of the 
sisters, authorities said.

Upshur County District Attorney Billy 
Byrd said at a Nov. 16 press conference 

that he would wait until McKnight returned to Upshur County before 
announcing whether he would seek the death penalty in the case.

Capital murder is punishable in Texas only by lethal injection or life 
imprisonment without parole.

McKnight’s truck was found by Gladewater police on Tenery Street 
shortly after the nighttime homicides, and he was arrested without re-
sistance in California.

At the joint press conference with Webb, Byrd alluded to the Dec. 11 
arrest of McKnight’s sister, Laquesha Monique McKnight, on a charge of 
hindering apprehension or prosecution of her brother, and said authorities 
believe others helped him avoid arrest. 

“I will prosecute each and every one of these people,” he pledged.

Double homicide suspect 
extradited back to East 
Texas from California

Capping the city’s 150th Celebration, the community is bringing ‘Joy to the Rails’ downtown 
Saturday as the annual Christmas parade rolls out at 4:30 p.m. Gladewater native and 
renowned author Joe Lansdale will serve as Grand Marshal while fellow GHS grad Tony 
McCullough lends his voice as 2023 parade announcer. Prizes will be awarded for the top 
three floats that best reflect the railroad theme during the sesquicentennial event. For more 
information, contact Gladewater Chamber of Commerce at 903-845-5501.

Greater Longview United Way is delighted to announce the 12th Book 
Vending Machine ribbon-cutting ceremony as part of their Read to Suc-
ceed program, a fi rst for Gladewater ISD. This event is scheduled for 
December 12th at 2 p.m. at Gladewater Primary School at 100 W Gay 
Ave, Gladewater.

Read to Succeed is an education initiative of Greater Longview United 
Way dedicated to promoting literacy and a love for reading among 
children in the community. Through innovative initiatives like Read 

to Succeed, the organization aims 
to make books more accessible to 
children, fostering a lifelong passion 
for learning.

Dr. Evan M. Dolive, the Execu-
tive Director of Greater Longview 
United Way, expressed his enthusi-
asm for the upcoming ribbon-cutting 
event. “We are thrilled to celebrate 
this milestone with the community. 
The Read to Succeed program has 
significantly impacted children’s 
lives, and adding the 12th Book 
Vending Machine underscores our 

commitment to nurturing a culture of literacy in the Gregg County area,” 
said Dr. Dolive.

Gladewater Mirror publisher Jim Bardwell has agreed to pay to keep 
the vending machine full of books on behalf of his late wife Suzanne, who 
was a teacher and a passionate reader. Suzanne was instrumental in sav-
ing the Gladewater city library after an ice/snow storm nearly destroyed 
it. The library was renamed in her honor - Lee-Bardwell Public Library.

The ribbon-cutting ceremony will take place at Gladewater Primary 
School, and the event promises to be a joyous occasion fi lled with 
community leaders, educators, and supporters of the Read to Succeed 
program. Attendees will have the opportunity to witness fi rsthand the 
positive infl uence that these book vending machines have on encourag-
ing a love for reading among children.

For those interested in learning more about the Read to Succeed pro-
gram and Greater Longview United Way’s commitment to community 
literacy initiatives, please visit longviewunitedway.org/readtosucceed.

Gladewater Primary 
School receiving book 

vending machine
White Oak kicked off the Christmas 
season in style Monday evening with 
the community’s annual Christmas 
parade rolling along White Oak Road. 
From Santa to the Grinch and 
everyone in between, a caravan of 
floats brought Christmas cheer (and 
handfuls of candy) to launch the 
holidays.     Photos by James Draper
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Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced 
last week he will send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose districts $1.2 bil-
lion in local sales tax allocations for Novem-
ber, 1.9 percent more than in November 2022.

These allocations are based on sales made 
in September by businesses that report tax 
monthly and on sales made in July, August 
and September by quarterly filers.

Gladewater remained on the positive side 
of the tally sheet - 23 months in a row - while 
many other Gregg County cities listed nega-
tive numbers. Gladewater posted a 1.60-per-
cent increase over the same period in 2022, 
while White Oak posted a -4.35-percent in 
sales tax revenue. 

Gladewater continues positive run on sales tax revenue

Gladewater Xmas
parade is Dec. 9
Gladewater kicked off its end-

of-year revelries with the Holiday 
Open House on  Nov. 11, but it’s 
the annual downtown Christmas 
Parade that really ushers in the 
season’s festivities.

This year, the event’s sponsors 
have a new carol for the commu-
nity, leading locals in a round of 
“Joy to the Rails” in honor of the 
city’s 150th celebration.

Parade entries who best reflect 
that theme Dec. 9 will be in the 
running for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place 
prizes. Entry in the parade is free.

Importantly, there will be a spot 
on the square at Pacific and Main 
to mail letters to Santa.

This year’s parade is sponsored 
by Citizens Bank, Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce, the City 
of Gladewater and Gladewater 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration.

For more information, contact 
Lois Reed at the chamber at 903-
845-5501.

White Oak Xmas
parade Monday
Mark your calendars and stay on 

the ‘Nice’ list – White Oak’s annual 
Christmas Parade is set for 7 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 4.

As the event’s planners get a 
jump-start on this year’s organiz-
ing, they’ve announced lineup is set 
for 6:30 p.m. That evening on West 
Old Highway 80 before the parade 
begins on South White Oak Road 
and City Hall and heads toward its 
end at White Oak ISD.

“We encourage all interested 
groups and individuals to take part 
in the parade,” the organizers an-
nounced. 

For questions or more informa-
tion, contact Maureen Carrigan at 
903-759-3936.

Greetings from WO FFA Alumni, Robert Early, from Antarctica!
He left on November 16th with 35 other TAMU Aggies to study abroad conducting research 
in Antarctica. They flew to Buenos Aires and then on to Ushuaia where they boarded a ship 
with one of the highest Polar Code 6 and Ice Class 1A ratings. They had to journey through 
the Drake Passage which is the most powerful convergence of seas and considered one of 
the most treacherous voyages with the strongest winds on earth. We can’t wait to hear 
more about his adventure! Thank you Robert Early and Danielle Early for sharing with us!!!

Antarctic adventure welcomes White Oak alum
Robert Early was out of the 

country for Turkey Day, but he 
spent a ‘Friendsgiving’ closer to 
the South Pole with a parcel of new 
pals as a penguin posse welcomed 
the White Oak alum to Antarctica 
this month.

The 19-year-old Aggie and 35 
other Texas A&M students are 
currently on ‘The Ice’ and out of 
contact to avoid the world’s worst 
roaming charges while visiting the 
base of the globe. With her son 
exploring the seventh continent, 
Danielle Early provided a quick 
update Monday.

“The attire we had to buy for 
him, from the base layers to the 
outer layers to the special pants 
and stuff was just amazing to me,” 
she said. “I’ve been snow skiing, 
so I know about some cold weather 
equipment, but I didn’t know about 
any of this at all.”

Par for the course when headed 
for the windiest, coldest continent 
on Earth, and good thing, too – the 
group has already weathered a 
“substantial snowstorm” according 
to reports from the expedition lead, 
who has some online access to send 
out updates, including photos.

Departing Nov. 16, “They flew 
out of Houston, and they went to 
Buenos Aires first,” Danielle Early 
said, before another trip further 
south: “They landed the second 
time in Ushuaia, Argentina. They 
spent a few days there, taking in 
some sights and experiencing the 
culture.

“They got on a ship specially 
designed to go through the ice and 
other things down there and made 
their voyage to Antarctica.”

That leg of the adventure got 
mom’s blood pressure up.

“They had to go through the 
Drake Passage where seas con-
verge,” she noted. “It’s the roughest 
waters, the most dangerous in the 
world. There’s about 800 ships at 
the bottom of it. I didn’t know that 
until right before he was leaving.

“I was delighted when I knew 
they were on the other side of it in 
Antarctica, because my momma 
heart was worried.”

With penguins huddling in the background, White Oak High School alumnus Robert Early 
sends best wishes to his FFA friends back home. Now studying at Texas A&M, Early and 
35 other TAMU travelers are currently on ‘The Ice’ of the world’s seventh continent after 
departing for Antarctica Nov. 16.

First responders get ready for water rescues

It’s a simple task but important to master – the proper 
throwing of a rope-bag can help speed up the extrication of 
a victim from water, and firefighters perfected their 
technique this week during water rescue training at Lake 
Gladewater.

Photos by James Draper

By James Draper
Frankly, none of the firefighters really took the time to check how 

cold the water was, they just got to work.
“We didn’t put a thermometer in,” Gladewater Fire Chief Mike 

Simmons said. “No one really wanted to know.”
Needless to say, Lake Gladewater’s pretty cold right now.
Simmons put on a dry suit as well as first responders from Glade-

water, Longview and Sabine got special water rescue training this 
week at the city’s primary water source. Almost a score of the various 
departments’ personnel attended one of the three days of exercises, 
including water rescue drills and skills as well as ropes rescue skills.

With the suit keeping moisture off the body, Simmons said Mon-
day, “The reality is it was warmer in the water than it was standing 
on the shore with the wind blowing over you.”

Key tasks for the trainees ranged from the best ways to enter the 
water in the midst of an emergency to refining their defensive swim 
position, proper boat paddling and boat flipping, rope-bag throwing 
and how to properly drag victims in and out of the boat during a 
water rescue.

The trainees’ water rescue equipment was covered by a granted 
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