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“IF YOU CAN'T FLY THEN RUN,
IFYOU CAN'T RUN THEN WALK,
IF YOU CANT WALK THEN
CRAWL, BUT WHATEVER YOU
DO YOU HAVE TO KEEP
MOVING FORWARD."

Mt AE.

Red Rock hosts MLK
brunch Monday

“Change Starts With Me.”

That's the theme organizers are bringing to this year's Martin Luther
King Jr. Day activities in Gladewater, centered on the Red Rock com-

munity.

With no parade planned for 2024, this year's observance kicks-off at
10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 15, at the Red Rock Community Center at 2629

South Rodeo.

The 'MLK Gospel Brunch' will feature chicken wings and waffles, ac-
cording to co-organizer Sandra Smith of Aunt Sandra's Boudian & More.

The program's keynote speaker will be Dr. Sedric Clark, superintendent
at Gladewater ISD, and entertainment will include a performance by
the Gladewater Community Choir. The event will also include recogni-
tion of several Gladewater residents for their service to the community,
including Elijah “Sonny” Anderson, Marilyn Bolden, Andre Clay, Lois

Reed and 'Ma Bell's Kids.'

Admission for the MLK Day brunch is $10 per person, or attendees
can bring five canned goods each to benefit Gladewater's Manna House.
Tickets are on sale from Odette Alexander, Raymond Johnson and Smith.

Per Smith, look forward to a parade tied to summer's Juneteenth

observance.

For more information, contact the Gladewater MLK/Juneteenth Com-

mittee.
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WO loads bases
for Mid-America
League Saturday

The Mid-America League’s
ready to play ball — first, though,
the driver behind White Oak’s new
summer collegiate baseball fran-
chise aims to cut the ribbon on its
‘Piney Woods’ HQ this weekend.

White Oak’s the latest inaugural
and as-yet-unnamed team in the
league, the third franchise along-
side Sherman and Amarillo. The
effort received an official green
light from White Oak City Council
members late last year.

The organizers are now ready
to make their public debut with a
media day and ribbon cutting at
noon Saturday (Jan. 13) at White
Oak Baseball Field at 500 E. Mag-
nolia St. in City Park.

It’s a chance to meet league of-
ficials and team ownership. The
Piney Woods franchise is being
led by David Upchurch, a former
19th round draft pick in 1994 for
the Kansas City Royals.

January is

Human trafficking involves the
use of force, fraud, or coercion
to obtain some type of labor or
commercial sex act. Tragically,
it is taking place every day right
in our own backyards. January is
National Human Trafficking Pre-
vention Month. As trafficking can
take place right in front of our own
eyes, itis critical to be aware about
this scourge, how to recognize
possible warning signs and how to
prevent it.

January 11 is National Human
Trafficking Awareness Day. In
recognition of this important day,
and throughout the month of Janu-
ary, the Department of Homeland
Security’s Blue Campaign en-
courages others to take photos of
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City renames road in Anderson’s honor

By James Draper

Since 1968, Elijah “Sonny” An-
derson’s lived in the same house on
Roden Lane.

Well, most of that time, anyway
— the house is the same, but for al-
most a week, Gladewater’s Mayor
Pro Tem and his neighbors have
been residing on Anderson Lane.

Surrounded by a crowd of about
40 friends, family, city officials and
well-wishers Saturday, Anderson
unveiled the new street sign at the
road’s intersection with Dr. MLK
Jr. Drive.

“I just thank God for all of y’all
and thank God for this moment,”
he told the crowd.

Born and raised in Gilmer, An-
derson moved to Gladewater in
1962. He worked hard in the meat
industry and in cooking, saving up
to purchase a family home.

“My wife always said, ‘Sonny,
I want you to get me a house.” We
bought this house in ‘68.”

Anderson choked up a bit Satur-
day as he looked down the street
toward the home they shared for
so many decades.

“I hope she is looking down on
what is happening today,” he said.

Anderson Lane is actually the
second road in Gladewater that’s
been rechristened in his honor.
Elijah Street was previously re-la-
beled with the East Texas native’s
given name then, on Sept. 21, the
Gladewater City Council unani-
mously approved (with Anderson

Sonny Anderson unveils the new street sign that bears his
name at Anderson Lane’s intersection with Dr. MLK Jr.
Drive.

abstaining) the renaming of Roden
Lane between Miller and the loop.

“I’m proud to serve with Son-
ny,” Mayor Scott Owens said
Jan. 6.

next 50, 100 and 150.

are the name of the game.

we don’t.”

for patients in the coming year.

because it is a priority to them.

have to take care of.

added.

One step at a time
City aims for step-by-step improvements in 2024

By James Draper

Looking back on 2023, Gladewater City Manager
Charlie Smith’s particularly pleased with the amount
of antiquated infrastructure that’s been replaced.

Bear in mind, there’s a lot more to go, but there’s
been incremental progress, and the City of Gladewater
aims to make more before the end of 2024.

Making the observation on the heels of the city’s
sesquicentennial celebration, Smith acknowledges it’s
part of life in a community with roots that go back
to the 19th century — 150 years after Gladewater was
founded, today’s city leaders have to look forward to

“That’s one of the biggest deals that I’ve seen, and
that is extremely important for the city,” Smith said.
Fortunately, “I feel like our council is extremely
proactive on getting things done.”

For example, streets. They’re a “big deal” on coun-
cil members’ priority lists, and regular improvements

“If we had all the money we could spend, they
would use it on taking care of stuff,” he added, “but

Taking that into consideration, Smith asks residents

“Be patient with the employees that work for the
city,” he said. “The big picture is we’ve got 6,000
people to take care of. People see their problem as
being a priority, which I don’t disagree with that

“But, when you multiply that number by the number
of people that we serve, there’s a lot of priorities we

Gladewater Public Works personnel, firefighters,
police officers, they’re out there working, Smith
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Gladewater Public Works employees
install one of downtown’s new trash
containers Monday morning. About 15
of 20 units have been replaced so far in
one of the department’s first projects of
2024.

“While most people are dead asleep, there’s
someone out there doing something for the city.
I think people forget that.”

Last year, the city did make some gains as far
as helping its workers do their jobs. For example,

Continued on Page 5

themselves wearing blue clothing

and share them on social media

with the hashtag #WearBlueDay.

Be sure to also tag #EIETWEETS!
By the Numbers

@ Human trafficking is the 2nd
largest criminal enterprise in the
world

@ The average age of victims is
14-16 years old

@ In 2022, the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children
(NCMEC) received more than
19,000 reports of possible child sex
trafficking.

@ 1 in 6 of the more than 25,000
cases of children reported missing
to NCMEC in 2022 who had run
away were likely victims of child
sex trafficking.

@ Since 2000, traffickers have
recruited 55% of sex trafficking
victims online, usually through
social media platforms, web-
based messaging apps, online
chat rooms, dating apps, classi-
fied advertisements, or job boards
(Federal Human Trafficking Re-
port, 2020)

Fact or Myth?

Myth #1: Sex trafficking only
happens in foreign countries.

Reality: Sex trafficking is a
significant problem globally, but
it also occurs within the United
States, affecting American citizens
and foreign nationals alike.

Myth #2: Victims of sex traf-
ficking are always kidnapped or
physically forced.

Reality: While abduction and
physical force can occur, traffick-
ers often employ psychological
manipulation, coercion, threats,
or fraud to control victims and
keep them trapped in exploitative
situations.

Myth #3: Only women and girls
are victims of sex trafficking.

Reality: Although females are
disproportionately affected, males
and transgender individuals are
also at risk of being trafficked for
sexual exploitation.

Myth #4: Victims of sex traf-
ficking will always seek help or
try to escape.

Reality: Due to fear, threats
against loved ones, trauma bond-
ing, or a lack of viable alternatives,

Photo by James Draper

“The two people you could al-
ways go to for good solid counsel
on doing what was right was Sonny
and Walter (Derrick), and I appreci-
ate both of them.”

Man indicted on
drug charges

By Phillip Williams

The Upshur County Grand Jury
returned 11 indictments, three of
them sealed, on Jan. 4 in Gilmer,
District Attorney Billy Byrd an-
nounced Monday.

Defendants, charges and bond
information in the open indictments
were as follows, Byrd’s office
reported:

Jabar Okeith Miller, 49, of Glade-
water, possession of controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine)--repeat
offender last Sept. 6. He was freed
on $25,000 bond.

Alisha Nichole Robberts, 42, of
Longview, possession of controlled
substance (methamphetamine)
last Aug. 17. She was released on
$10,000 bond.

Megan Nicole Barrington, 33,
of Gilmer, was charged in separate
indictments with possession of
controlled substance (methamphet-
amine) and unauthorized use of
vehicle, both last April 20.

She was freed on $10,000 bond
per charge.

Kelsey Lynn McCown, 30, of
Kilgore, aggravated assault causing
serious bodily injury last Oct. 29.
She remained in the county jail in
Gilmer under $10,000 bond.

Jacquelyn Rose Green, 41, of Big
Sandy, possession of controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine) on June

Continued on Page 3

National Human Trafficking Prevention Month

victims may not immediately seek
help or attempt to escape their
traffickers.
Myth #5: Sex trafficking only
occurs in illegal establishments.
Reality: Trafficking can take
place in various settings, including
illegal brothels, escort services,
street prostitution, hotel rooms,
private homes, or online platforms.
Myth #6: Sex trafficking victims
are always physically identifiable.
Reality: Victims may not display
obvious signs of physical abuse,
as traffickers often exert control
through psychological manipula-
tion and coercion, making it harder
to identify victims in plain sight.
Myth #7: Only marginalized or
Continued on Page 8
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INION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all

the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and

to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

We need a ‘Mr. Smith Goes to
Washington’ more than ever

From 2021

Where is starry-eyed, man of character Jefferson Smith?
We need him now.

Desperately.

On the edge of global war in 1939 Frank Capra made a
film entitled “Mr. Smith Goes to Washington”. In it a naive,
deeply patriotic young American is appointed to fill the seat
of a senator who has unexpectedly died. The good as gold
Jefferson Smith heads to Washington, D.C. full of excitement
and a desire to do a good job as a senator. And that is when
he hits head on the power machine of party politics and big
business ties. Because Smith won’t be a party to the corrup-
tion and refuses to be bought, he wages a one-man senate
filibuster to get the truth out.

See, here’s the deal, and it’s been a long time coming. We
no longer treat truth as black and white, fact or lie. “Your truth
is not my truth” is just a way of saying it doesn’t matter what
is true as long as I get what I want. Or, I like and agree with
“this truth” so now it is “my truth”. Can you see the problem?

The movie clearly shows the way that cynicism and influ-
ence peddling can affect, or infect, an entire system. At the
end of the film, a worn out, heartbroken, filibustering Jef-
ferson Smith says to the senator he admired who had chosen
subverting his convictions in trade for power: “I guess this
is just another lost cause...all you people don’t know about
lost causes. Senator Paine does. He said once they were the
only causes worth fighting for and he fought for them once,
for the only reason any man ever fights for them: Because of
one plain simple rule: Love thy neighbor. And in this world

Voter registration deadline for
primary approaches

The deadline to register to vote in the Texas Democratic and
Republican primary elections is Feb. 5. Voters on March 5 will
choose their nominees for president, U.S. Senator, all 38 U.S.
House members from Texas, and a number of other state and
local offices, from the Texas Supreme Court to district attorneys,
sheriffs and county commissioners.

Any registered voter can cast a ballot in either party’s pri-
mary election, but not both primaries in a single election cycle.
Successful nominees in the primaries advance to the general
election. Early voting begins on Feb. 20 and ends on March 1.

Anyone who wants to confirm their voter registration status
can go to votetexas.gov.

Novelty plate sales on the rise

Whether it is buying a personalized plate, supporting one’s
alma mater or opting for a plate with a black background,
Texans spent more than $10 million on novelty plates in 2023,
The News reported.

While plates with black backgrounds have been the top sell-
ers for the past three years, there has also been an increase in
personalized plates.

“More people are wanting to add their own personal message
on their plate that means something to them,” said Steve Farrar,
CEO of My Plates.

The maroon plate purchased by Texas A&M University fans
dominated the school-related novelty plates, followed by Texas
Tech University plates.

Razor wire case goes to Supreme Court

The U.S. Justice Department last week asked the U.S. Su-
preme Court for an emergency ruling to allow Border Patrol
agents to resume cutting razor wire installed by the state along
the U.S.-Mexico border, The Dallas Morning News reported.

“Texas’s placement of the wire near the riverbank in Eagle
Pass has proved particularly problematic for Border Patrol
agents,” the justice department wrote in its plea. “By prevent-
ing Border Patrol agents from reaching noncitizens who have
already entered the United States, Texas’s barriers in Eagle
Pass impede agents’ ability to apprehend and inspect migrants
under federal law.”

Gov. Greg Abbott has accused President Joe Biden of imped-
ing immigration enforcement.

“Americans and courts will reject Biden’s hostility to im-
migration laws,” Abbott posted on X. “Texas will continue to
deploy National Guard to build border barriers and repel illegal
immigrants.”

Community colleges get millions
in additional funding

The state’s community colleges are receiving millions in
additional funding under a move to merit-based funding and a
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today, full of hatred, a man who knows that one rule has a
great trust.”

That golden rule has nothing to do with being a Republican
or a Democrat.

Last week the mother of three of my former students, was
harassed while driving to the point that the driver almost ran
her off the road. According to the victim, the truck driver
slammed on the brakes when he got in front of her. The truck
had a Trump sticker, the mother had a Biden sticker on her
car. She believes that is the reason for the harassment. In her
words she was “terrified and shaking”.

Why is a grandmother, for that matter, anyone, being
subjected to violence and danger because they supported
a particular candidate? When did it become wrong and
unAmerican to disagree on politics? Democracy is built on
the compromise of the two-party system. If you know your
world history, you are well aware of how dangerous one
party systems are.

The radicalization of politics is something that happens in
third world nations, right? Or in unstable African or middle
eastern countries, right? Not in America...right?

It is time for all of us to work on becoming a little more like
Jefferson Smith and help remind people to stick to the plain
simple rules that this country was founded on. And, “a little
more watching out for the other guy” as Jeff Smith would say.

Gary Borders

departure from funding based strictly on enrollment numbers,
the Austin American-Statesman reported.

House Bill 8 was signed into law by Abbott in June. Com-
munity colleges now are receiving state money based on how
many degrees, certificates, transfers and “credentials of value”
are awarded. The state budget is allocating $683 million in
additional funds to the state’s 50 community college districts.

“It’s a game changer, not just for bottom line revenue that will
come to our colleges, which is sorely needed, but it is a game
changer again because it will really allow us to focus on what
we’re really there for and that is to serve the students that grow
in our colleges,” Ray Martinez, CEO of the Texas Association
of Community Colleges, said.

More than a third of state agencies using Al

More than one third of state agencies are using some form
of artificial intelligence, according to a 2022 report from the
Texas Department of Information Resources. The Texas Tribune
reported agencies such as the Texas Workforce Commission are
using chatbots to serve patrons. In the TWC'’s case, the chatbot
was designed to help Texans sign up for unemployment benefits
after the pandemic in March 2020 vastly increased the number
of jobless claims.

“This is going to totally revolutionize the way we do gov-
ernment,” said state Rep. Giovanni Capriglione, R-Southlake.
Capriglione wrote House Bill 2020, which is aimed at helping
the state make better use of Al technology. It creates an Al
advisory council to ascertain how state agencies are now using
Al and whether a code of ethics is needed.

Some of the current uses of Al by state agencies include
translating languages into English, enhancing cybersecurity and
fraud detection, and translating speech into text at call centers.

Texas economy still booming

New data released by the Bureau of Economic Analysis
indicates the Texas economy continues to grow faster than
the nation as a whole for the fifth quarter in a row. During the
third quarter of 2023, the state’s gross domestic product — the
value of all goods and services produced — grew in Texas at
an annual rate of 7.7%, considerably higher than the national
GDP’s growth of 4.9%.

“Texas is America’s undisputed economic leader, outpacing
the nation in economic expansion and job growth,” Abbott said.

Kansas posted the highest percentage increase in the nation
at 9.7%.
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THE ECONOMIST

By Dr. M. Ray Perryman

Looking back ...

As I've said before, one of the most striking characteristics
the US economy demonstrated in 2023 was resilience. Texas
set a blazing growth pace for the year, though things slowed
a bit toward the end. Let’s look back at the year and the key
developments from an economic perspective.

About a year ago, everywhere you looked there was another
prediction of a recession (possibly a
major one). Although I always thought
(and said and wrote) that the fears were
overblown, we were in an environment
characterized by rampant inflation, with
the Federal Reserve taking aggressive
actions and indicating that it would stay
the course until price increases slowed
their upward spiral.

The path toward a “soft landing,”
where inflation is tamed without foster-
ing a recession, is always difficult. Last January, it appeared
to many as if the chances of avoiding a downturn were next to
nil. It was a case of a recession that wasn’t, with month after
month of expansion despite ongoing challenges. We aren’t out
of the woods completely (as is always the case), but a gentle
touch down is looking increasingly likely.

Geopolitical tensions escalated during the year, with the
Russia-Ukraine war continuing and new conflict breaking out
in Israel-Gaza with the Hamas invasion. Additional regions
are showing increasing stress, including Venezuela-Guyana.
China’s faltering economy further rippled through world
markets. Even with these problems and others, expansion
continued.

Numbers of airline passengers finally got back to pre-pan-
demic levels, and the travel industry returned to profitability.
However, the banking sector encountered significant chal-
lenges, with federal action needed to deal with highly visible
(though not systematic) bank failures. Financial institutions
face some ongoing challenges in real estate portfolios. Labor
actions were also a major factor.

In Texas, official Census estimates indicated the state’s
population topped 30 million in July 2022, with an increase
of more than 470,700 over the prior 12 months. Numbers of
residents in several other states declined and continue to do so.
Another notable milestone is that the state’s largest racial/eth-
nic group is now Hispanics, followed by non-Hispanic whites.

Texas also won Site Selection magazine’s “Governor’s
Cup” for an impressive eleventh consecutive year; the Cup is
awarded to the state with the most major corporate locations
and expansion projects. Several moves by the state legislature
(such as maintaining key economic incentives) helped ensure
ongoing competitiveness, although other actions were more
problematic. Voters approved measures to fund expansion of
broadband, water supplies, state parks, and higher education.

Looking back on 2023, the biggest story for the economy
was continued growth despite some major challenges and
increasing global tensions. Consumers led the way, and the
job market was robust. Let’s hope 2024 is a little calmer.

Stay safe!

WHO JUST FELL OFF THE TURNIP TRUCK?

The phrase “Who fell off the turnip truck’ refers to someone who is naive or
easily fooled.” Keep that in mind as you read this article.

Publishers Weekly, said, when reviewing Richard Dawkins, well-known atheist
apologist, book: The Greatest Show on Earth: The Evidence for Evolution: “Bi-
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ologists depend on the reality of evolution. It's the theory that makes every other
theory possible...Since many people actively ignore the idea of evolution, since it
seems to contradict the Bible and diminish the role of God, Dawkins decided to
write a book for these “history-deniers.” In his book, Dawkins calls those who
don’t subscribe to evolution ignorant, fatuously ignorant and ridiculous, and com-
pares them to “holocaust deniers.” The word “fatuously” means “silly, foolish,
stupid, insane, nonsensical, childish, infantile.” Now, read one of Dawkin’s typi-
cal diatribes in his book: “Only ignoramuses and those who just fell off the turnip
truck would dare question science...It is absolutely safe to say that, if you meet
somebody who claims not to believe in evolution, that person is ignorant, stupid
or insane (or wicked, but I'd rather not consider that). Evolution is a fact, beyond
reasonable doubt, beyond serious doubt, beyond sane, informed, intelligent doubt,
evolution is a fact... It is a plain truth that we are cousins of monkeys, more distant
cousins still of aardvarks and manatees, yet more distant cousins of bananas, and
turnips...continue the list as long as desired.” After reading this, perhaps you are
wondering, like myself, who it is that is “ignorant, ridiculous, stupid or insane,
nonsensical, and just fell off the turnip truck!” Think on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Night at Museum
set for Jan. 20

Music, memories & mo-
ments!

Be sure and mark your
calendar for the Gladewater
Museum’s Annual Night at
the Museum on January 20,
from 6-8 p.m..

WO plans public

water rate update

The City of White Oak
will hold a Town Hall meet-
ing next on pending changes
to the community’s water
rates.

The gather is set for 5:30
p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 16, in the
new White Oak Community
Building at 1103 S. White
Oak Road, next to VeraBank.

The Town hall will feature
consultant Phillip Givens of
Superior Water Management
of Texas. Recruited by the
city for a second-opinion
analysis of water data, Giv-
ens will present his recom-
mendations for changes to
the town’s water rates — an
increase is on tap for this
year.

According to White Oak
officials, handouts will be
distributed at the meeting,
but they’re available now for
review via cityofwhiteoak.
com by clicking “Down-
load the Water Rate Study
Handout.”

Forestry grant now
open until Feb. 16

The submission window
for the Texas A&M Forest
Service Community Forestry
Grant Program is now open
and will close February 16,
2024.

These grants will help
communities promote the
management and enhance-

ment of urban and com-
munity forest ecosystems
and provide positive im-
pacts throughout the state
of Texas.

The seven grant catego-
ries include Human Health
Equity and Accessibility,
Municipal Foresters, Geo-
spatial Analysis 65, Climate
Resiliency, Tree City USA,
Tree Planting and School-
yard Forests.

Another goal outlined in
the foundation of the grant
program is to increase tree
coverage to 30% on Texas
school campuses through
schoolyard forests grants.
Access to green spaces and
trees are essential in human
development.

They serve as a strong
physical and mental health
aid while also providing a
practical introduction to the
important role of forests and
trees play within their local
ecosystems.

Learn more about the
grant, application re-
quirements and important
dates here: https://ow.ly/
YiTR50Qhvyf

County library
hosts storytime

Two books by James Howe
will be read to small children
at both of the Upshur County
Library’s “Storytime” ses-
sions in Gilmer on Thursday
(Jan. 11.)

“Brontorina” and “Tyrone
O’Saurus Dreams”will be
presented at the 10 a.m.
and 4:15 p.m. sessions, said
Kari Dunn, the library’s
children’s coordinator.

A craft will follow each
Storytime at the library,
702 W. Tyler (which is also
Texas 154).

While the events are free
to the public, children under
12 must be accompanied by
an adult.

For more information, call
the library at (903) 843-5001
or visit its website at www.
youseemore.com/upshur.

Seed swap set
Jan. 27 at library

There’s still wintry weath-
er ahead, but a gleam of
spring is just around the
corner, and local garden-
ers can get a jump-start on
their 2024 seed stock later
this month at Lee-Bardwell
Public Library.

Glade Creek Garden will
host a ‘Seed Swap’ at the
facility. Set for 10:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan.
27, the rain-or-shine event is
free and open to the public.

Learn more about the
event through Glade Creek’s
event page at https://fb.me/
¢/49j0QfU3K.

“All are welcome and
encouraged to bring their
seeds, spores, rhizomes,
tubers, bulbs and cuttings
(mess free) to swap with
other local folks for new
and interesting garden trea-
sures.”

According to the organiz-

ers, guests should arrive
early to set up at a table
before swapping starts at 11
a.m. As a free event for all
gardeners and garden lovers,
attendees are encouraged to
also bring a seed donation
for the facility to help set up
a new seed library for the
community.

“You can bring any kind
of seeds, whether they are
dollar store seeds (which
grow great), open polli-
nated stock of your own
or purchased seeds from
other vendors. They can be
flowers, fruit, veggie, herb,
medicinal (nothing illegal),
houseplant, etc. type seeds.”

Importantly, don’t bring
plants to trade, nor dirt or
water as it’s an inside-event.

“Cuttings are welcome as
long as they are mess-free
inside closed containers or
bags. Bulbs and bulb-like
items are welcome. They
must be washed clean, dried,
put in a bag, and labeled.”

Seeds must be labeled as
well, and visitors are wel-
come to bring garden tools,
gloves, plant containers, gar-
den art and similar items for
trade as well, “New or used,
as long as they are clean/free
of dirt.”

Man indicted on drug charges

Continued from Page 1

15, 2022. She was released
on $10,000 bond.

Nathan Cole Jones, 32,
of Tyler, possession of con-
trolled substance (metham-
phetamine) on Aug. 18,2022.
He was freed on $10,000
bond.

Marsha Jane Haldren, 57,
of Diana, possession of con-
trolled substance (metham-

phetamine) on Aug. 27,2022.
She was released on $5,000
bond.

Identity of anyone charged
in the sealed indictments
wasn’t disclosed as Byrd said
no arrest had yet been made.

They included two for ag-
gravated assault with deadly
weapon, and one for deliv-
ery of controlled substance
(methamphetamine)--repeat
offender
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Rags continue to sap
city’s limited resources

If there’s one New Year’s resolution Charlie Smith would
ask of Gladewater residents, it’s put trash where it belongs
—not in the toilet.

Seriously.

“One of our major problems is people putting rags in our
sewer,” Gladewater’s interim city manager lamented last
week. While that’s one of the more frequent items wreaking
havoc on the city’s waste system, it’s not the worst: “We
found a brick in one of our motors the other day, in one of
our pumps.”

Replacing motors and repairing pumps at the city’s lift
stations was a common theme on the Public Works agenda
last year (and in years prior). With 17 lift stations operating
throughout the city limits, that’s a lot of spots that can be-
come problems when they pick up the detritus in the sewer
lines. The cost of fixing the issues add up quickly.

“Because of the man-hours,” Smith said. “We have to go
out, pull the pump out the hole, clean it out and put it back
in. It’s just an ordeal, and it pretty much happens two or
three times a week.”

The labor alone is averaging about $1,000 per week. A
recent job took five hours with multiple city employees
responding.

“When they clog up, we have to go right then because it’11
start an overflow in that sewer,” Smith said, and several of
the lift stations are on the lake.

The issue becomes even more expensive when the pump
has to be replaced.

Depending on the size, “Those things are running about
eight grand to replace,” Smith said. “And that’s not the big
pump.”

Fortunately, not every instance requires a pump replace-
ment, but they still have to be serviced.

“The bad part is the number of lift stations that we have
— TCEQ requires us to check those lift stations every day.”

B! s Lo L L A v it
A brick clogs one of the City of Gladewater’s lift
station pumps in mid-December 2023, necessitat-

ing yet another time-consuming and costly repair.

GPD Activity Report

ALARMHUMAN ERROR | 20240070 22:11 1050 BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
12131123 /ABANDONED VEHICLE 20237105 2:09|CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 3601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE ABANDONED VEHICLE 20240071 22:59|LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR
ALARM/OTHER 20237106 4:04|CITY NATIONAL BANK 895 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20240072 23:27 107N LEEN LEE
MISCELLANEOUS 20237107 5:25|DOLLAR GENERAL 1621 N MAIN MAIN ST 115124 SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20240073 1:03) 1509 N DAISEY N DAISEY
MISCELLANEOUS 20237108 9:42) 407 PARADISE HILL PARADISE HILL ABANDONED 911 20240074 1:29[ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 20237109 11:16{GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD MISCELLANEOUS 20240075 1:42) 107 N LEE ST N LEE ST
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20237110 12:09) HWY 271 HWY 271 EMS 20240076 6:03) 519 MELBA MELBA
EMS 20237111 12:30 5377 SWEETGUM ROAD SWEETGUM ROAD EMS 20240077 6:09) 519 MELBA MELBA
MISCELLANEOUS 20237112 14:56| 2808 W GAY GAY AVE FIRE DEPT 20240078 7:14] 383 W SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR
MISCELLANEOUS 20237113 16:52| 1707 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR FIRE DEPT 20240079 7:54] 13 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE
ABANDONED 911 20237114 18:16] 317 AMES AMES ST EMS 20240080 8:56) 519 WEST MARSHALL AVE WEST MARSHALL AVE
EMS 20237115 18:32| 1007 N LYNN LYNN ST EMS 20240082 9:30 1102 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20237116 18:48| DANIELLE'S HOUSE OF HOPE 1014 N LYNN LYNN ST ABANDONED 911 20240083 14:45 200 S DEAN DEAN ST
FIRE DEPT 20237117 20:37 2005 NORT POINT PLESENT NORT POINT PLESENT RD MISCELLANEOUS 20240084 15:12) 802 COACH COOKSY COACH COOKSY
MISCELLANEOUS 20237118 20:43 901 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR EMS 20240085 15:55) 1208 E MARY MARY AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 20237119 21:01 106 W GREGG GREGG AVE RECKLESS DRIVING 20240086 16:37|RBS LIQUOR 1601 S TYLER TYLER RD
FIRE DEPT 20237120 22:29) 1106 E SHEPPERD SHEPPERD DR MISCELLANEOUS 20240087 16:53| BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
11124 FIRE DEPT 20240001 0:01 PINECREST PINECREST ABANDONED 911 20240088 17:40 NO ADDRESS NO ADDRESS
MISCELLANEOUS 20240003 0:07] 506 S CLINTON CLINTON EMS 20240089 1917 1201 MCKINLEY MCKINLEY ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20240004 0:39| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD MISCELLANEOUS 20240090 19:41 104 GROVES GROVES ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20240005 2:18| 205 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE 1/6/24 MISCELLANEOUS 20240091 1:44 N LEEN LEE
FIRE DEPT 20240006 2:50) 365B E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE EMS 20240092 2:56) 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
ANIMAL CONTROL 20240007 3.00) 1020 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE EMS 20240093 6:12] 512 HANCOCK HANCOCK ST
EMS 20240008 3:07| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER  |2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR MISCELLANEOUS 20240094 7:30|SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
EMS 20240009 8:55|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685 10-50 MINOR 202400951 819 HWY 135 AND 271 HWY 135 AND 271
ANIMAL CONTROL 20240010 11:39) 2633 WILLOW OAK WILLOW OAK RD ALARM/OTHER 20240097] 9:16{CASH AMERICA PAWN 552 207 S MAIN MAIN ST
EMS 20240012 11:48) 4 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE MISCELLANEOUS 20240098} 9:28|EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
ASSIST 20240013 12:20) 801 TENNERY TENNERY ANIMAL CONTROL 20240099 12:15 801 RODEN RODEN LN
[ABANDONED 911 20240016} 18:09) 365 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20240101 12:35 213 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE
ASSAULT CLASS A 20240017} 18:52| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT  [511 S TYLER TYLER RD MISCELLANEOUS 20240102 13:12) S 271 AT BRIDGE, SB S 271 AT BRIDGE, SB
MISCELLANEOUS 20240018} 19:26 205 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20240103} 13:19
MISCELLANEOUS 20240019 19:41 2302 WOODBINE WOODBINE DR EMS 20240104 13:22] TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
MISCELLANEOUS 20240020 21:52) 307 S MAIN MAIN ST EMS 20240106} 17:49|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
EMS 20240021 22:39 519 MELBA MELBA AVE RECKLESS DRIVING 20240107 19:00|BODACIOUS BBQ 1105 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
1/2/24 EMS 20240024} 9:09 519 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE THEFT 20240108 19:08|SKIPPERS PIER 103 N MAIN MAIN ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20240025} 10:25|REGENCY INN AND SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY MISCELLANEOUS 20240109 19:25 2207 PINECREST PINECREST DR
10-50 MINOR 20240026 10:39 271271 THEFT 20240110 19:41|CVS PHARMACY 1402 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
10-50 MINOR 20240027] 1229 S TYLER TYLER ST FIRE DEPT 20240111 20:19|DOLLAR GENERAL 2870 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 20240028} 13:27) 121 N VILLAGE VILLAGE CIR MISCELLANEOUS 20240112 2338 601 COLLEGE COLLEGE
MISCELLANEOUS 20240029 16:42) 508 VIRGINIA VIRGINIA DR MISCELLANEOUS 20240113} 2352 205 JEANETTE JEANETTE
EMS 20240030 20:34|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685 17124 ALARM/OTHER 20240114 0:32) 501 N AIMES N AIMES
RECKLESS DRIVING 20240031 21:41|SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE FIRE DEPT 20240115} 21 301 W COMMERCE W COMMERCE
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20240032 22:19 LEE LEE HARASSMENT 20240116} 405 2805 RAMPY RAMPY AVE
1/3/24 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20240033 2:42) 2186 N MAIN N MAIN CRIM TRESPASS 20240117 7:21[EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
EMS 20240034 5:50) 13 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE EMS 20240118} 810 106 BOWDEN BOWDEN RD
20240036} 12:10[JULIAWOOD HOMES 21 JULIAWOODS JULIAWOODS EMS 20240120 1007, 322 W SUNSET SUNSET
ESCORT 20240037 12:24| CROLEY FUNERAL HOME 401 N CENTER CENTER ST EMS 20240121 10:28 700 N HOLLY HOLLY ST
ASSIST 20240038} 12:58| TEXAS BANK AND TRUST 1623 E BROADWAY BROADWAY EMS 20240122 11:50| ABUNDANT LIFE ACADEMY 407 MONEY MONEY ST
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20240039 13:54 315 TAYLOR TAYLOR FIRE DEPT 20240123 13:58 HWY 271 HWY 271
10-50 MINOR 20240040 14:47 HWY 80 HWY 80 DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20240124 14:38 710 TENERY TENERY N
CRIM TRESPASS 20240041 1556 904 E MARY MARY ST ALARM/OTHER 20240125} 14:51|3D PLASTICS QUANTIUM PLASTICS 1095 E COMMERCE COMMERCE ST
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20240043} 16:48 904 E MARY MARY ST SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20240126} 15:18 710N TENERY TENERY ST
ALARM/OTHER 20240044 16:50) 309N COTTON COTTON ST ANIMAL CONTROL 20240127} 15:46| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT  [511 S TYLER TYLER RD
MISCELLANEOUS 202400451 17:50) GAY GAY MISCELLANEOUS 20240128] 15:55|BUMBLE BEE PARK 637 COACH COOKSEY ST COACH COOKSEY ST
EMS 202400461 17:57 621 STARNES STARNES ST
FIRE DEPT 20240047} 20:23 145 PR 1013 PR 1013
ST — WOPD POLICE ACTIVITY
1/4/24 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20240049 1:45|BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20240050 2:59|PENNYS FOOD & FUEL 807 S TYLER TYLER ST
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20240051 6:02} HWY 135 HWY 135
THEFT 20240052 6:39|SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE . . . .
TERROR THREAT 20240053} 7:43 605N GARY GARY ST For the r eportlng p eriod of J anuary Ist w . .
EMS 20240054 941 205 HURLEY HURLEY AVE through the 7th, 2024, officers for the Below are the White Oak Pohcg Department totals
EMS 202400551 942 2019 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE White Oak Police Department responded for the entire year of 2023. They |nc!ude all calls and
TSCS::NT e zzzﬁ: 12::2 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT :‘IC'I)ZT:‘(TEC;R::LER RD to, or initiated, 179 czlls for servli:)ce and contacts, regardless of severity. Also listed are some of
CT/WARNING 20240058 10:27|BOOM TOWN RV PARK 301 W COMMERCE COMMERCE ST aS’SlStanCe, SO’l’ne Of the m()st common It::gl:;césé\flreer(j/utigtetypes Of Calls or ContaCtSY bUt does nOt
ASSIST 20240059 13:10) 365 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE .
EMS 20240060 1353 408 W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE calls were, Traffic Problems (COlli- TOTAL CALLS/CONTACTS: 8686
ABANDONED 911 20240061 15:13) UNKNOWN UNKNOWN SiOl’lS, traffic COI]tI'Ol, reckless drivers, TOTALARRESTS (not including warrants obtained): 70
ALARM/HUMAN ERROR | 20240062 15:18 501 N AMES AMES ST . . . . TOTAL WARRANTS OBTAINED: 90
MISCELLANEOUS 20240063 1552 1099 SHERWOOD SHERWOOD ST etc.), Animal Complalnts, Investlgatlve TOTAL INCIDENT REPORTS: 321
MISCELLANEOUS 20240064 15:50) 605 GARY GARY ST Follow-uPS, Suspicious Activities, and CITATIONS & WARNINGS ISSUED: 3516
MISCELLANEOUS 20240065} 16:18| TEXAS TRADITIONS 607 E BROADWAY BROADWAY : : :
EMS 20240066 16:19| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER (2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR Communlty Relations (burn permlts,
THEFT 20240067 1649 363 W SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR welfare checks, vacation home security Most common call types:
EMS 20240068 16:51| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER (2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR checks, etc.). COMMUNITY POLICING: 737
One traffic collision was investigated I\BAllJSRCGELEBI:é'XEgIgl\j S4 1;-6 8
GPD Arrest Report which resulted in no injuries and no con- 5)SpiCiOUS PERSON/ACTIVITY/VEHICLE: 288
p tinuing criminal investigations. INVESTIGATIVE FOLLOW-UPS: 220
One arrest was made by White Oak ANIMAL COMPLAINTS: 211
Police during this reporting period: WELFARE CHECKS: 184
172124 1/2/24| 22:26|DANIELS, DAMARCUS DAJUAN __[B M |FAILURE TO IDENTIFY N LEE William Gene Phelps, 35, of White Oak }r/gz::cl::ll_g 8gmgleoﬁgM1F;|éAlNTs' 166
1/2/24] 22:26|DANIELS, DAMARCUS DAJUAN _ |B M |[UNLAWFUL CARRYING WEAPON [N LEE on an outstanding White Oak warrant for MOTORIST ASSISTS: 1'1 9
Speeding. DOMESTIC DISTURBANCES: 116
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One step at a time
City aims for step-by-step
improvements in 2024

Continued from Page 1

there’s a new air conditioning system in place at City Hall
— crews brought some relief to city workers sweltering in
the building’s dead air after the high heat and antiquated
equipment forced the closure of the building and relocation
of services to Lee-Bardwell Public Library last summer.

“That’s made it bearable,” Smith said. “There’s a lot of
little things we do that makes it better for our employees.

Likewise, “We got new equipment last year for our em-
ployees because some of the equipment they were trying to
operate was just wore out.”

There are a lot of ‘wants’ on the list, but right now City
Hall is keeping focus not on shiny, new things, but on fixing
what’s broken and addressing needs.

Step-by-step, he said, things are getting better and they’ll
continue along that path in ‘24.

“We’re going to do our best to make things better this year
than what it was last year,” Smith concluded. “I think we’re
building some connections with different organizations that
we can enhance and work together with other organizations
in our city just to make Gladewater even better.

“It’s got a lot to offer.”

Gonsumer Cellular

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

859-493-3803

©2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

Gladewater streets top priority this year

By James Draper

The city’s streets continue to be a top priority for Gladewater’s
elected officials and residents, and City Hall aims to carry a
‘proactive’ mantra into 2024. Granted, they always take time.

Especially with a limited budget, strategic improvements
require more planning on the front-end, Gladewater City
Manager Charlie Smith said. The wheel turns slowly, but the
advance work behind-the-scenes ensures better results once the
project’s underway.

“Sometimes it takes a little bit of time before people start
realizing there are things going on.”

There will be some visible progress this year.

For example, “I’ve talked to the Gregg County Commis-
sioner about working with us on redoing some roadways around
town,” and the same conversation’s ahead with Rusk County.

Meanwhile, this year’s chip-seal projects, Smith said, will
help certain roads last longer until the city can afford to move
forward with overlay work.

“It really does help,” he added. “It seals the cracks —when
they get water in them, especially during the wintertime, that’s
when we have a lot of issues arise. That water freezes in those
cracks, it really tears the roadways up.”

The Texas Department of Transportation made good progress
on local roads last year, Smith said. It may have been a strain
at the time, but it’s getting the work done.

“We’ve got a good working relationship with TxDOT,”
he noted, coordinating with the agency’s new engineer in
Longview. “It’s been expedited, and they get things done, and

White Oak’s to-do

By James Draper

White Oak’s sales tax had a great 2023, and things are looking
good for the year ahead. With an array of projects on the city’s
to-do list that puts just a bit of breathing room in the budget.

Sales tax collections last year totaled $1,653,244, a 10.1
percent increase on the prior year’s $1.5 million (which was
22.5 percent ahead 0of 2021). Gains haven’t been consistent, but
2023 showed almost twice the numbers reported a decade ago.

“Overall, the sales tax was wonderful,” White Oak City
Manager Jimmy Purcell said. “We had a good year, and if we
go like we’ve been going, ‘24 is looking the same or even better.

“We had quite a few big businesses that moved from
Longview over to White Oak. I think the word has gotten out
that the best place to have a business is here in White Oak.”

The city works to incentivize that kind of growth as much
as possible, he added, and there’s more in the works such as
$300,000 in funds from White Oak Economic Development
Corporation (halfup-front and the remainder at completion) to
help fund developer Doss Rossouw’s new destination shopping
hub in the 1800 block of Hwy. 80.

In the coming year, the city is also part of the development
of the Sabine River Paddling Trail across Gregg County, and
plans aim to enhance the community’s bike trail as well. The
coming year will also include the launch of the Mid-America
League summer collegiate baseball team based in White Oak
(see separate story in today’s edition).

2024 will also be the first year of operations at the White Oak
Community Building after city / WOEDCO officials finalized

I’ve been very pleased with him.

“Granted, he got a lot of phone calls about 80. But, they’ve
gotabigjobto do. There’s a lot of roads TxDOT is working on.”

Long-developing work on Hendrix Street should kick off in
the next week or so.

“That’s going to be a major repair because we’re redoing the
water and sewer lines under that road,” he added. “That’s been
one of the issues with the city —it’s hard to go in and redo a road
then turn right around and tear it up because the infrastructure
is so bad underneath.

“That’s the expense we have to incur, is fixing the infra-
structure first before we spend a lot of money on the roadway.”

When the funds are there, each project’s chipping away at the
very long-term goal of getting roads in the best shape possible
for as long as possible.

“You can pretty much put your finger anywhere in the city and
there’s going to be some type of road issue,” Smith said. “East
Lake’s bad. West Lake’s bad. I want to go down Henderson
Lane and at least put some chip-seal on that.”

Fortunately, there are more dollars already bound for the
city’s coffers, even if they’re already earmarked — it will be
many months before there’s visible progress, but the recent
grant award from the Safe Streets 4 All Program will have an
impact in the future.

“Since we got the $240,000 for that planning phase, now
we get to move forward with that project. That’s more along
the lines of sidewalks and crosswalks. Of course, we’re at the
federal government’s mercy on that.”

list grows for 2024

the $350,000 purchase of the White Oak Road facility Dec. 28.

“Since we bought it from VeraBank, we were able to make
one payment of $175,000 now. Twelve months from now the
final payment of $175,000 is due. That really helped us out,”
Purcell said. “That’s ready to be rented out to anyone. I think
we’re looking at $350 a day plus $200 deposit.”

Another water rate increase is on tap for ‘24 — the latest
numbers estimate a 19 percent increase on the base amount for
water, sewer and trash, roughly $20 a month more for average
users, plus additional costs for actual usage. A town meeting
on the issue is set Jan. 16.

Elsewhere on the Public Works agenda in 2024, the city will
begin relocating water/sewer lines on Hwy. 42 ahead of the
planned expansion of the highway about five years from now.
The work will cost about $1.7 million more than anticipated
due to two years of delays since original funding.

Meanwhile, work on George Richey Road is good to go.

“They should be finishing putting in the sewer and water
lines in the next few months.”

There are resurfacing/repaving projects in the works for
streets throughout the city, Purcell noted.

Likewise, “We have some drainage issues that we’re looking
into and are possibly going to get some grants for.”

The upgrade of the community’s smart water meters is also
pending —$500,000 has been set aside for the $850,000 project.

Looking ahead, “We also are talking about replacing the
water storage tank out on the north end of town and changing
that to an elevated water tank.”

See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Bailey's ACE

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX

Sé 8:00-6:00

San T 100-2:00 903.845.5787
BAPTIST

Calvary Baptist « 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist « 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church ¢ 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church « 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church « 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist « 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist ¢+ 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist « 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible « 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist + 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist « 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist « 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church ¢ 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ « 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ » 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church « 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church « 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran « 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center » 903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene * 903-845-4425
METHODIST
First Methodist Church Gladewater * 903-845-2565
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church « 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist « 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist « 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Since 1936
300 Hwy. 80 East
Gladewater
903.845.2222

J.O.

Williams

Hwy. 80
Gladewater, TX
903.845.2559

We don't start cookin’ til we hear from you!

NI

America’s
Drive-in.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

New Vision M.B.C.-West

415 Marshall Street, Gladewater

PASTOR BISHOP R. L. MOORE SR.
2ND LOCATION SERVICE DETAILS:
EVERY 1st & 3rd SUNDAY
STARTING: JAN. 7, 2024
12:00 NOON SUNDAY WORSHIP

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church « 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal » 903-845-2922
Northside Pentecostal
Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian ¢ 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church
Living Hope Fellowship « 903-261-2023
Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holinesss 903-845-8195

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church

Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater

Schedule of Services

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School 10am Prayerand Bible Study 7 00p.m
Morning Service Mam
Evening Service 6p.m 903-845-6440

Pastor Steven Zanijter
www.gbcgladewater.org

Local company.

Local journalists.
Local stories.
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Gladewater, White Oak basketba

By Tyler Sutton

2024 kicked off this past week and the
Gladewater and White Oak boys and girls
basketball teams were in action wrapping up
their non district and beginning district play.

The Gladewater Bears basketball team
wrapped up their non district schedule on Fri-
day, January 5" as they traveled to Rivercrest.
In a back and forth battle, the Bears fell 65-55.

The loss dropped Gladewater to 2-17 on the
season. The Bears will be back in action as
they open up district play on Friday, January
12" with a road game at Daingerfield. Mov-
ing over to the Lady Bears, they played both
their final non district game and district opener
this week.

On Tuesday, January 2" Gladewater went
on the road to Beckville and came home with
a 70-54 victory. Five Lady Bears scored in
double figures, led by Paytin Thompson with
18 points, seven rebounds and five steals. Kyla
Lincoln added 15 points, seven assists, four
steals and two rebounds, Calice Henderson 13
points, seven rebounds, five assists, two steals
and six blocks, Ava Langford 12 points, two
rebounds and four steals and Khera Lincoln
10 points.

Ramya Ransom chipped in with two points,
two rebounds, two assists and five steals.
Then on Friday, January 5% the Lady Bears
opened up district play on the road in New
Diana and came away with a 47-23 win. The
2 victories improve the Lady Bears record to
9-12 and 1-0 in district play. Gladewater will

roundup

be back at home on Tuesday, January 9" as
they host rival White Oak. Then on Friday,
January 12" Gladewater will be on the road
at Daingerfield.

Moving over to White Oak, the Rough-
necks played their next to last non district
game with a home game vs Tyler HEAT
and fell to them 69-32.

Scotty Breitenberg led the way for White
Oak with 13 points. Henry Lattin added 10,
Kanaan Moore six, Campbell Sutton five
and Kaleb Sorgee, Gavin Sipes and Jacob
Sorgee two apiece.

The RoughNecks now sit at 6-15 and
try to end their 7 game losing streak as
they wrap up their non district schedule
with a home game on January 9" with a
home game vs Joaquin. Then they will
begin district play on Friday, January 12"
hosting Sabine.

The LadyNecks opened up district play
with a a road matchup with Hughes Springs
and came away with a thrilling 31-29 over-
time victory. Elyse Paiz knocked down six
3-pointers on the way to a 22-point night.
Kalyn Hepler added four points, Graycen
Sipes three and Gentry Whittington two for
White Oak. Lauryn Rosado had four steals
and Paiz three.

White Oak is now 8-13 on the season and
1-0 in district play. The LadyNecks next
hit the court on Tuesday, January 9" when
they make the short trip to take on rival
Gladewater. Then host Sabine on Friday,
January 12",

“Coot’s Corner”

By Coot Putley

Gone But Not Forgotten - Part 3

This will be the final col-
umn looking back at sports
figures who passed away in
2023. We have talked about
baseball and football; today
we’ll discuss others.

Chris Ford attended Vil-
lanova University and was
drafted by the Detroit Pistons
but was traded to the Boston
Celtics and is one of a hand-
ful who won an NBA Cham-
pionship as a player and as a
coach. Ford is remembered
as the first to be credited with
a three-point basket in 1979.

The New York Knicks
have won two NBA Champi-
onships. One in 1970 and the
other in 1973. In both years
the MVP in the playoffs was
6’10” Willis Reed. He was
the first in league history to
be named MVP in All Star
game, regular season, and
playoffs in the same year,
1970. That championship
series against the Lakers
was especially memorable.
In game 5 Reed suffered
a severe muscle tear in his
thigh and had to leave the
game. He also missed game
6. Without Reed’s interior
defense, Laker center Wilt
Chamberlain had 45 points
and 27 rebounds. New
York’s prospects were dim.

It was doubtful that Willis
would be able to play, and
ever more doubtful that the
Knicks could stop Chamber-
lain and the Lakers in game
7. As the teams were prepar-
ing for the game, the crowd
erupted when they saw Reed
come limping on the court,
pulled off his warmups and
began to loosen up. The team
played inspired basketball
and beat the Lakers. Never
before had 4 points and 3
rebounds provided so much
motivation. Later, when
asked about his decision,
Reed said he would have
always regretted missing the
opportunity to help his team,
so he gave it his best shot.
That’s the stuff legends are
made of!

Two great college coaches
died in 2023. Their per-
sonalities couldn’t be more
different, but they both won.
Denny Crum coached at Lou-
isville for 31 years, took his
team to 6 final fours, and won
2 national championships.
His calm demeanor on the
sideline led to the nickname
“Cool Hand Luke.”

Bobby Knight was the
polar opposite. He won three
national championships and
his Indiana team in 1975-76

is the last men’s team to go
undefeated and win the title.
Unfortunately, despite the
winning record (902-370)
he is better remembered for
his temper. He had many
episodes with referees, other
coaches, and players, and
once threw a chair across the
court to protest a foul call.
Sadly, his lack of self-control
tarnished his image.

If you are my age, you
remember when high jump-
ers faced the bar and tried to
jump over sideways. Then,
along came Dick Fosburg.
He ran to the bar, turned
with his back to the bar, and
flopped over like he was land-
ing on a mattress. In 1968, he
won the Olympics in Mexico
City. Suddenly, others de-
cided the “Fosburg Flop” was
a better way to jump. Now
hardly anyone tries to roll or
straddle, everyone does “the
Flop.” How many people can
say they totally revolution-
ized a sport? Dick Fosburg
could!

We’ve paid our respects
for the last three columns;
now it’s time to look forward.
Hope 2024 is your best year
ever!

That’s one man’s opinion —
what’s yours?
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Consumer Cellular

NO HIDDEN
FEES.

NO HIDDEN
ANYTHING.

PERFECTION
IS FFFORTLESS

Omaha Steak;are hénd—selected for unmatched

quality, naturally aged for maximum tenderness,
and flash-frozen to lock in that unforgettable flavor.
All you have to do is thaw, cook, and Mmmmm.

Plans start at just $20/month.

Butcher's Deluxe Package

4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)

4

y

8

AWARD-WINNING
CUSTOMER SUPPORT

1007 U.S. BASED
CUSTOMER
SUPPORL.

All of our support
teams are just a
call or click away.

Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)
Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

We've been ranked “#1 in
Customer Service among
Wireless Value MVNOs,
15 Times in a Row.”

844-651-1213

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. For ].D. Power 2023 Wireless Customer
Care Value Mobile Virtual Network Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

742227ER  separately $224.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

39999

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Order Now!

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8154 | 1.877.299.6956
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 74222ZER

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos
exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers
will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222.
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems
may be substituted due to inventory limitations. All products,
prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of
Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/23.

AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER

OMAHA STEAKS

23M4858 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.




6A

THE GLADEWATER MIRROR | THURSDAY, JAN. 11, 2024

Automotive
Restoration
&ﬁmml

903-295-3883

ne.

automotiverestorationsystems.com

205 W US Highway 80

White Oak
(903) 295-8883 "oy

7am.-5p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m.-noon
Thomas Cash, Owner

OBITUARY

JASON BROWN

Jason Brown, age 45, of Liberty City, passed away on
December 29th at UT Health in Tyler. Jason was born March
16th, 1978 to Ricky and Debbie Brown.

Jason was best known for
his ability to fix almost any
small engine and his skills at
a pool table. Jason was in a
committed relationship with
his girlfriend of 6 years Serina
Poorman and helped raise her
three boys, Kris, Kyler, and
Kellen Harju.

Jason was preceded in
death by his paternal grand-
parents; Jim and Faye Brown,
| his maternal grandfather; JL
Landers, and his uncles; Todd
Brown, Mackey Meadows

Jason is survived by; his parents Ricky and Debbie Brown,
his only brother and wife; Donald and Amanda Brown, one
niece, Saige Piper and one nephew Landon Brown. Also,
cousins Sabrina Brown, Cody Brown, and several other
cousins spread across east Texas.

A celebration of life for Jason will be held on Saturday,
January 27th, at 2 pm at Go Forth Baptist Church in Kilgore.
Please come help the family reminisce over all the good
times.

To Advertise Your
Business

Call Us At
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SMALL BY

KING PLUMBING
NEW CONSTRUCTION ® REMODELS @ SERVICE
RMP DENNIS KING
903-539-1716

M36233

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter
3%3 All Major Credit Cards Accepted n
=

Call Dr Barry Hail, Chiropractor

Don’t Just Lrve With
Neck Pain ..:=
Headaches ...
Shoulder
& Lower
Back Pain ...

Affordable Cash Rates

903-725-4357

116 N. Mimosa, Gilmer (Rosewwood, 7 miles west of Gilmer on Hwy 154)

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

é%S

MKT-5894N-A

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor
1420 N Main St Suite 101

Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

edwardjones.com

TRADESMAN

Handyman Services

Carpentry ® Trim ® Cabinets ¢ Plumbing
Decks ® Drywall Pazntmg ® Electrical ® & More

903-720-0034

30+ Years Experience markrector000@gmail.com

SM Tree Service, Stump
Grinding & Lawn Care

No job is too small!!!
Tree service, hauling off
trees, stump grinding, box
blading, driveways, brush
hogging, lawn care, weed
eating and clean up

903-402-9647

s\
ablf BB,
20

DISCOUNT “igé‘l""gy 8°tEa?‘
T’ R E s adewater
———— | 845-5186
BUD MAHAFFEY HOURS
Owner & Operator 7:30 AM. - 5:30 P.M.

Bring this ad in
for a free scoop

of Blue Bell!
GLE0RY

MERCANTILE

¢ 3 yssS
105 N. Kilgore St. in Kilgore, TX

MAKE YOURSELF AT HOME * DOWNTOWN

Handcrafted , Painted Custom

Jewelry X Gourds s Paintings

Pet
Portraits

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

dasweat? @gmail.com

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS
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REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL
LAKE STORE /
BAIT SHOP

The City of Gladewater is requesting propos-
als from qualified individuals or businesses to
operate a Lake Store / Bait Shop located at
1604 Lakeshore Dr., in Gladewater, Texas.
Please visit our website at www.cityofglade-

WE BU

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To: Estate of Edward V. Toles, Estate of Jessie Albert
Toles, Fred George Toles, Estate of Neal Toles, Estate
of William “Willie” James Anderson, Estate of Gussie
Mae Anderson Graham, Estate of Sanford J. “S.J.”
Anderson, Clara Anderson, Estate of Katie Mae Gamble,
Betty Sue Gamble, Paula Eugenia Salter, Estate of Roy
“Pro” Thompson, Deborah F. Thompson Wheeler,
Estate of Allen J. Thompson, Estate of James Edward
Thompson, Estate of Clifford Thompson, Estate of
Lucy Lee Mitchell, Estate of Willie Ben Boyd, Estate of
Love/Lovie/Lovey Davis Huffman, Estate of Louise

0IL, GAS, &
MINERAL RIGHTS

LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

water.com for more information and full pro-
posal preparation instructions. Proposals will
be received until 2:00 p.m. on Friday, March 8,
2024, at Gladewater City Hall, 519 E. Broad-
way Avenue, Gladewater, Texas 75647.

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Gladewater is an equal opportunity employ-
ment provider and does not discriminate
based on race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, or disability in employment or
the provision of services.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 855-704-8579 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
———————

ADVERTISEMENT AND INVITATION FOR BIDS

The City of Gladewater will receive bids for Gay Avenue Elevated Stor-
age Tank Rehabilitation. Bids will be received until 2:00 p.m., Tuesday,
January 30, 2024, at Gladewater City Hall, 519 E Broadway Ave, Glade-
water, TX 75647. The bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at
2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 30, 2024, at Gladewater City Hall, 519 E
Broadway Ave, Gladewater, TX 75647. Bids received after 2:00 p.m. will
be returned, unopened.

Bid/Contract Documents, including Drawings and Technical Specifica-
tions, may be examined without charge at Gladewater City Hall. Bid
forms and plans may be examined or obtained at the office of Schaum-
burg & Polk, Inc., 320 S Broadway Ave, Suite 200, Tyler, TX 75702. One
copy of each set of documents may be obtained from Schaumburg &
Polk, Inc. upon payment of $100. No refunds will be made. Bid/Contract
Documents can also be found online at www.civcastusa.com.

A Bidder’s Bond, Certified or Cashier’s Check in an amount not less than
(5%) of the total bid shall accompany each bid as a guarantee that, if
awarded the contract, the bidder will promptly enter into a contract with
the City of Gladewater, Texas.

This project consists of an interior near-white blast (SSPC-SP 10/Nace
No.2) with protective coating application on a 300,000-gallon Elevated
Storage Tank. Additional tank improvements include a weld repair on a
1/2-inch hole in the tanks side wall plates with exterior spot touchups on
coatings damaged by the weld.

The project is to be substantially complete within 30 calendar days from
the notice to proceed and shall be fully complete within 60 calendar days
from the notice to proceed. Liquidated damages of $300.00 per day shall
be assessed for any days in which contract time is exceeded.

No bidder may withdraw his bid within ninety (90) days after the actual
date of the opening thereof.

The City of Gladewater reserves the right to reject any or all bids.

Adv. Dates: Thursday, January 4, 2024 City of Gladewater
Thursday, January 11, 2024 By:Scott E. Owens
Title: Mayor

GENERAC home standby

Call now before the next

Doris “L.D.” Hatcher Burch, Estate of Ricky Edgar
Stallworth, Sharon Fay Stallworth, Rita Stallworth,
Estate of Deborah Louise Stallworth Estate of Mable
Rose Davis Harris Brown.

You and each of you are hereby cited, required and
commanded to appear before the County Court at Law
#1 of Gregg County, Texas, to be held in the County
Court at Law # 1 courtroom in the courthouse of said
county in the city of Longview, Gregg County, Texas,
such appearance to be at or before ten o’clock a.m. of
the first Monday next after the expiration of ten days
from the date of service, exclusive of the day of such
service, which day and date of service shall be the date
of publication that this newspaper bears, and which
appearance shall be at such time on such Monday,
which will be the 15th day of January, 2024, by filing
written answer to the application hereinafter mentioned,
contesting same, should they or any of them desire to
do so, which application will, at such 10 o’clock hour
and such place be acted on, said application having
been filed by Matthew Harris, Dependent Administrator,
in said court on the 30th day of October, 2023, and now
pending there, in a proceeding on the probate docket
of said court, styled

“In the Estate of Catherine Caruthers, Deceased”

Prepare for power
outages today with a

generator $0 Money
Down + Low Monthly
Payment Options

Request a FREE Quote.

power outage:
1-903-996-3189

the file number of which application and the docket
number of which proceedings is 88000203P, the nature
of such application being for

FIRST AMENDED APPLICATION
TO DETERMINE HEIRSHIP

If this citation is not served within 90 days
after the date of its issuance, it shall be returned
unserved.

Witness, Michelle Gilley, Clerk of the County
Court at Law #1 of Gregg County.

Given under my hand and the seal of said
court, at office in the City of Longview this the 3rd day
of January, 2024

READ
LOCAL

WYWhen you support
yvour local newspaper,
WOU SUpPOrt your

Michelle Gilley
Clerk of County Court at Law #1

SRR Gregg County, Texas
America’s g5 C. Garrett
Newspapers Deputy

Find out more at
WAL TFRWS P EDeTS.org

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED AD

RTISING NETWORK

OIL& GASRIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the

TexSCAN Week of
Jan. 7-13, 2024

ACREAGE

LAND FOR SALE. Hunting, recreational, retirement.
Hill Country, Trans Pecos Region, South Texas.
30-year fixed rate, owner financing, 5% down.
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com. 800-876-9720.

ADOPTION

California couple assures loving home for newborn.

Full time mom, devoted grandparents, education, gentle ; X
pets. Generous living expenses. David/Lori 818-415-  compact designand long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
7022 or attorney 310-663-3467. Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983

= RRS R 0N =R==\Vi[o}=l DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus procedures.

Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide

coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more
information, call 855-493-3803

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac

Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental5SOplus.com/txpress #6258

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:

Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

A small amount of water can lead to major damage and
mold growth in your home. Our trusted professionals
do complete repairs to protect your family and your
home’s value! Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

221 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

NOTICE OF RATE CHANGE REQUEST

Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO or the Company) pub-
lishes this notice that on September 29, 2023, it filed its Statement of Intent and
Application for Authority to Amend Transmission Cost Recovery Factor (TCRF)
with the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) in Docket No. 55438.
The filing was made in accordance with the Public Utility Regulatory Act (PURA) §
36.209 and 16 Tex. Admin. Code (TAC) § 25.239. The TCRF will recover SWEP-
CO’s reasonable and necessary costs for transmission infrastructure improvements
as well as changes in wholesale transmission charges under a tariff approved by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to the extent that the costs or
charges have not otherwise been recovered. In this application, SWEPCO seeks
to recover its transmission capital investments from July 1, 2022 through July 31,
2023. SWEPCO also seeks to recover through the TCRF approved transmission
charges that are not otherwise being recovered through current rates. This notice is
being published in accordance with PURA § 36.103 and 16 TAC § 22.51(a)(1).

STATEMENT OF INTENT TO CHANGE RATES

SWEPCO requests that the Commission approve an increase of $3,461,491
above the revenue requirement approved by the Commission in SWEPCQO’s last
TCREF proceeding, Docket No. 54040 for its Texas retail customers. This amounts
to a 0.86% percent increase in SWEPCO’s overall annualized Texas retail revenue
requirement. SWEPCO proposes that its requested rate change become effective on
November 3, 2023, which is 35 days after the filing of the Statement of Intent and
Application. The proposed effective date is subject to suspension and extension by
actions that may be taken by the Commission.

All customers in SWEPCO’s Texas retail rate classes will be affected by
this change. The impact of the rate change on various customer classes will vary

from the overall impact described in this notice.
CONTACT INFORMATION

Persons with questions or who want more information on SWEPCO’s
Statement of Intent and Application may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street,
Shreveport, Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 216-3523 during normal busi-
ness hours. A complete copy of the Statement of Intent and Application and related

filings is available for inspection at the address listed in the previous sentence.

Persons who wish to intervene in or comment upon these proceedings
should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will
be imposed. A request to intervene or for further information should be mailed to
the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-
3326. Further information may also be obtained by calling the Public Utility Com-
mission at (512) 936-7120 or (888) 782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired indi-
viduals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136.
A request for intervention or for further information should refer to Docket No.
55438. Unless otherwise ordered by the presiding officer, motions to intervene will
be due 45 days from the date SWEPCO filed its Statement of Intent and Application

with the Commission.
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January is National Human Trafficking Prevention Month

Continued from Page 1

vulnerable populations are at
risk of sex trafficking.

Reality: While individu-
als facing vulnerabilities,
such as poverty, homeless-
ness, or a history of abuse,
are more susceptible, anyone
can be targeted by traffick-
ers, regardless of socioeco-
nomic background.

Myth #8: Victims of sex

trafficking are involved vol-
untarily or have chosen the
lifestyle.

Reality: Coerced consent
and manipulation make it
appear as if victims are par-
ticipating voluntarily, but
in reality, they are trapped
in exploitative situations
against their will.

Myth #9: Sex trafficking
is primarily an urban issue.

Longview
Trade Days |
| willbeheld |
January 13-14

| atthe Longview

Fairgrounds

1123 Jaycee Drive
Longview

= Saturday
- 9am.
= Sunday
- | 10a.m.-4pm. |
www.greggcountyfair.com

For Booth Rental Call

903-753-4478

-4 p.m.

Reality: Trafficking oc-
curs in both urban and rural
areas of the United States,
as traffickers exploit vulner-
abilities and target victims
wherever they can find them.

Myth #10: Victims of sex
trafficking can easily escape
and reintegrate into society
once rescued.

Reality: Survivors face
numerous challenges, in-
cluding trauma, fear, stigma-
tization, lack of resources,
and limited support systems,
which can make recovery
and reintegration a complex

More repairs
remain as dam
starts new year in
better shape ‘23

Last year may have been
a bit of a reset for the Lake
Gladewater Dam, but it’s
positioned the structure for
key improvements in 2024
and beyond.

Gladewater Fire Chief
Mike Simmons is also the
city’s emergency manage-
ment coordinator, and in
2023 he took the sad state
of the dam as a profession-
al affront and a personal
challenge. After a decade
or more of bare minimum
maintenance, if that much,
before his tenure with the
city, the time had come to set
things as right as they could
be and set the stage for seri-
ous improvements.

Following months of work
by a motley crew of city
workers and officials, first
responder representatives,
state authorities, engineers
and more, Simmons is confi-
dent 2024 will see some key
boxes checked on the dam’s
safety rundown.

“Last year’s annual in-
spection revealed the dam in
‘Fair’ condition in a declin-
ing state,” Simmons con-
firmed, but that assessment
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and lengthy process.
Warning Signs
@ Change in behavior or
mood
@ Change in dress or style
@ Signs of physical abuse
@ Increase in secrecy
@ Materialistic / Focus
on money
@ Sudden changes in peer
group or affiliation
@® An older, dominat-
ing/controlling boyfriend/
girlfriend
What You Can
Do Right Now?
@ Establish open and on-

going communication with
your kids about sex traffick-
ing, child exploitation and
predation.

@ Teach your kids about
online safety and how to
detect predators on social
media and online gaming
platforms.

@® Monitor their online
activity and social media/
gaming platforms and smart
phones. Watch for warning
signs such as being secre-
tive or hiding “new friends”
online.

@ Implement the guide-

lines contained in Enough Is
Enough’s “Rules ‘N Tools”
to protect children on all
internet-enabled devices.

@ Set Parental Controls
and use filters and monitor-
ing software on all devices
that connect to the internet.

@ Turn on privacy settings
on social media, gaming and
smart phone accounts.

® Know who your child
is communicating with via
texts, instant messages, so-
cial posts, and while using
voice chat on gaming sys-
tems.

Recent rainfall has raised the level of Lake Gladewater enough for a healthy

run-off over the concrete spillway. The most recent annual inspection of the
dam puts it in ‘poor’ condition as the City of Gladewater works toward con-
sistent maintenance and improvement while pursuing grant-funded repairs.

lacked important informa-
tion, minimizing the reality
that the city’s only water
source is contained behind a
‘high hazard’ structure. “For
this year’s annual inspection
we were able to get down
there in the water to inspect
it, and we found the voids
behind the concrete.

“There’s enough damage
and voids in the concrete
structure that will down-
grade it to ‘poor’ condition.”

City officials are always
quick to say, the sky’s not
falling. The dam’s not at im-
minent risk of failure.

It is decades-old, though,
and it is showing its age.
There are both visible, in-
visible and as-yet unknown
weaknesses and trouble-
arcas on both the earthen
dam and the concrete spill-
way that must be addressed
and mitigated to ensure the
ongoing reliability of the
structure.

To that end, a ‘poor’ des-
ignation isn’t entirely bad
news — it reflects the reality
authorities already see, and
it officially opens the door
for state and federal fund-
ing set aside to assist with
problematic structures.

The City of Gladewater
doesn’t have the financial
resources readily-available
to fix the dam. Grant monies
to address ‘poor’ conditions
will go a long way toward
getting the necessities done.

In the meantime, city per-
sonnel are getting regular
maintenance and inspections
back up to par.

Last year saw a significant
update to the emergency
plan tied to the dam (it’s still
ongoing, currently in review
at the state level), and 2023
also included the launch of
new flood modeling down-
stream — also ongoing, the
models should be finished
soon.

“We’ve just about got
that totally completed. That
was a big undertaking,”
Simmons said. “Now we’re
starting the vegetation con-
trol of the dam. All the veg-
etation on the front of the
dam needs to be removed.”

Already, the greenery on
the lake side of the earthen
dam is brown and dying
— it’s not because of the
season, but due largely to
spraying. The desiccated
remains will be removed
soon, along with work on the
back side of the dam and on
the concrete spillway, where
vegetation is another indica-
tor of voids in the works.

Combined with mechani-
cal cutting and cleaning,
the lake’s relief valve will
soon be uncovered ahead of
operational testing that had
to be put off last fall.

“They’ll spray around it to
where it never grows back
like that again.”

Upshur County special investigation
unit makes multiple arrests

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit of the
Upshur County Sheriff’s Office arrested six
individuals on various charges in December,.
All were apprehended in traffic stops and
taken to the county jail in Gilmer, said Webb,

who gave these details:

A 31-year-old Yantis woman was arrested
on two misdemeanor charges Dec. 12 when
the male driver of the vehicle they occupied
initially sped away from the unit before flee-

ing on foot.

The SIU tried to stop the vehicle in Rose-
wood community before the male drove
behind a residence in the 8000 block of Texas
154. The woman remained behind and was
charged with possession of dangerous drugs
and interfering with public duties.

Authorities know the driver’s identity and
are seeking him. The unit found prescription
drugs in the vehicle which were not legally

prescribed to anyone.

The SIU report didn’t show why the unit
initially attempted to stop the vehicle, nor
what drugs were allegedly found. The in-
terfering charge was brought under a statute
which prohibits interrupting, disrupting or in-
terfering with a peace officer’s lawful duties.

Victor Gomez, 40, of Irving, was arrested
Dec. 13 on an outstanding Dallas County
warrant charging him with felony injury to
a child, elderly or disabled person.

The unit discovered the warrant’s
existence when it stopped Gomez at the
intersection of Scott and Bledsoe Streets
in Gilmer. He was awaiting extradition to
the Dallas County Jail on Monday.

A 40-year-old Hawkins woman was

arrested Dec. 14 on an Ector County

warrant charging her with misdemeanor
theft of property.

Investigators were performing drug
interdiction in the Harmony area when

they stopped her near the intersection of

County.

Horse Road and FM 852. She was still
awaiting extradition Monday to Ector

A 29-year-old Gilmer man was arrested
Dec. 14 on a misdemeanor charge of fail-
ure to display a driver’s license after he
was stopped at the intersection of Texas
154 and FM 49 in Gilmer.

Two Gilmerites were arrested Dec. 20

on warrants involving motions to revoke

the respective felony probations they
were on in Harrison County for posses-
sion of a controlled substance. (The drug
wasn’t identified in the SIU report.)

The driver, Shannon L. Ryan, 45,
and passenger, Thomas L. Hopkins, 42,
were extradited to Harrison County after
investigators stopped them at the Dollar
Tree on U.S. 271 in Gilmer and learned
of the warrants.
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