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Funeral services for retired Gladewater Fire Chief Wayne A. 
“Snuffy” Smith, 65, of Gladewater were held at 2 p.m. at the New 
Beginnings Baptist Church in Spring Hill on Monday, Jan. 4, 2021, 
with Bro. Ricky Wallace officiating. Interment followed at Rock 
Springs Cemetery in Gladewater. 

Chief Smith passed away Wednesday, 
December 30, 2020, in Gladewater at his 
home. 

Firefighters and law enforcement officers 
from throughout East Texas paid their final 
respects Monday.

A precession of more than 40 emergency 
vehicles, lights flashing followed Smith’s flag-
draped casket which was placed atop a vintage 
Kilgore fire truck.

Once at Gladewater Cemetery, Smith was given a traditional 
fireman’s “Last Call” as a fire bell was rung three sets of three, 
recalling a time when the fire bell rang to call firefighters to an alarm 
and then, again, to signal that the alarm had ended. Gladewater 
dispatcher then signed Smith  out of service for a final time, 
acknowledging he had completed his task.

Chief Smith was born January 16, 1955 in Gilmer to the late 
Herbert Wayne Smith and Alice Marie (Jones) Smith. He married 
Cathy Lynn Hancock on September 1, 1978 and they spent 42 years 
together. He was a dedicated servant to the people of Gladewater 
and served as the Fire Chief for more than 27 years. He was 
named Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s “Man of the Year” in 
2010. He also was a member of the Lions Club, where he served 
as president in 2012. Chief Smith was a friend to all and always 
ready to lend a helping hand.

Chief Smith was a Master Firefighter and also an instructor for 
the Texas A&M Fire School as well as an instructor at the Texas 
Municipal Fire School. He also served as President of the Kilgore 
College Fire Academy Board, Vice President LEPC, and was the 
Safety Officer at the Texas Eastman Fire School. He graduated 
from Gladewater High School in 1973 and studied at Kilgore 
College earning an Associate Degree of Applied Science.

He is survived by his loving wife Cathy Lynn Smith; two sons 
Randy Smith and wife Chantel; their children Audrey and Christina, 
Brian Smith; his children Kyler and Chance; two sisters Brenda 
House and husband Randy, Beverly Tryon and husband Darrell; 

By Jim Bardwell
Four Gladewatre council 

seats will be up for grabs in the 
upcoming May election. And so 
far one incumbent has decided 
two terms is enough.

Place 4 councilman Nick Foster 
announced Monday he will not 
seek a third term. He said he felt 
he had been able to accomplish a 
lot of good things for the city in 
his four years and after discussing  
it which his wife, decided to not 
seek re-election. Foster said he 
thought the city was on the right 
track and he felt honored to have 
had the privilege to serve the 
citizens for two terms. 

Other councilmembers whose 
terms are expriing include  Place 
5 councilman Elijah “Sonny” 
Anderson, who also serves 
as mayor pro-tem; Place 6 
councilman Rocky Hawkins, who 
was appointment to the council 
after former councilwoman Karla 
Byrd resigned in July of 2020; 
and Place  7 councilman Kevin 
Clark.

The requirements/qualifications 
to serve on the Gladewater City 
Council are:  No person shall be 
eligible as a candidate for the 
Council unless he or she shall be 
eighteen (18) years of age or older 
on commencement of the term 
to be elected, a qualified voter, a 
citizen of the United States and a 
resident citizen of this State for 
a period of twelve (12) months 
prior to the date of the election.  

The candidate for Mayor and 
Council must be a resident of the 
City, must have resided in the 
City for a period of six (6) months 
prior to the date of election, and 
must continuously reside within 
the City during his or her term 
of office.

The first day to file for the city 
council is Jan. 13 and the last day 
to file is Feb. 12, by 5 p.m.

Anyone wishing to file or 
needing more information should  
contact Gladewater City Clerk 
Judy Van Houten at 903-845-
2196 ext. 4. 

Also on the May ballot will be 
a request to reallocate some of 
the sales tax revenue collected 
by the Gladewater Economic 
Development  Corpora t ion 
(GEDCO) to “quality of life” 
projects.

This is not a vote for new taxes 
- just voters’ authorization to use 
the existing tax money already 
being collected for a broader 
range of projects.

Currently GEDCO operates 
under “Type A” rules. Type A 
sales tax funding is primarily 
intended for manufacturing and 
industrial development. EDCs 
may use Type A revenue to fund 
land, buildings, equipment, 
facilities expenditures, targeted 
infrastructure and improvements 
for projects.

The Type B sales tax may 
be used for any project eligible 
under Type A rules and several 
other project types, including 
quality of life improvements 
such as professional and amateur 
sports and athletic facilities, 
tourism and entertainment 
facilities, convention facilities 
and public parks; related store, 
restaurant, concession, parking 
and transportation facilities; 
related street, water and sewer 
facilities; and affordable housing.

Type B EDCs can also promote 
and develop new and expanded 
business enterprises that create or 
retain primary jobs and may fund 
public safety facilities; recycling 
facilities; streets, roads, drainage 
and related improvements; 

Nick Foster not 
seeking third 

term on council

Pastor Mark Allen McWilliams 
was shot and killed and two 
others were injured in a shooting 
at a Starrville Church.

Law enforcement were able 
to capture and arrest 21-year-
old Mytrez Deunte Woolen of 
Marshall, in connection wih 
the 62-year-old pastor’s death. 
Woolen was charged with 
Aggravated Assault Use or 
Exhibit a Deadly Weapon, a 2nd 
degree felony – Bond: $750,000, 
Aggravated Assault Causes 
Serious Bodily Injury, a 2nd 
degree felony – Bond $750,000, 
and Capital Murder, a 1st degree 
felony – Bond $2,000,000.

The investigation revealed that 
this all began on Saturday, Jan. 2, 
officers with the Lindale Police 
Department responded to several 
calls for service regarding a driver 
of a dark-colored Volkswagen 
Jetta near the intersection FM 
849 and I-20 displaying a firearm 
out of the sunroof of the vehicle.  

Lindale Police Officers never 
observed the vehicle but were 
responding to the area when 
minutes later, around 7:30 pm, a 
Smith County Sheriff’s Deputy 
observed the suspect vehicle in 
the parking lot of the Chevron 
Convenience store at 303 S. Main 
Street in Lindale.  

At this time, the Smith County 
Deputy attempted to stop the 
suspect, but he fled at a high rate of 
speed and a pursuit was initiated.  
The suspect fled west on South 
St. and eventually east on FM 
16.  He then traveled south on FM 
849 before entering I-20 traveling 
east.  The pursuit proceeded east 
on IH-20 with Troopers from 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety assisting Deputies. The 
suspect exited I-20 at Hwy 271 
and proceeded north on Hwy 271 
before turning left onto FM 757.  
At the intersection of FM 757 and 
FM 16, the suspect vehicle ran off 
the road where it came to a stop 
on the property of the Starrville 
Methodist Church.  

The suspect immediately 
exited his vehicle and ran into 
a densely wooded area. Speeds 
in the pursuit reached 100 mph.

A perimeter was quickly 
established as additional law 
enforcement responded to assist.  
The Sheriff’s Office utilized K-9 
Deputies as well as a drone in 
an attempt to locate the suspect.  
After several hours, the search 
area was expanded as it was 
felt that the suspect had escaped 
the perimeter.  Evidence was 
located within the suspect vehicle 
leading law enforcement to a 
possible identity of the suspect.  
A shotgun was located within 
the fleeing vehicle which is 
believed to be the firearm that was 
brandished during the pursuit.  

Man arrested for 
pastor’s shooting

at Starrville church 
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New Gregg County Pct. 3 Commissioner Floyd Wingo was 
sworn into office and was joined by wife Karon at the cer-
emony.  Wingo takes over for Gary Boyd.

New Upshur County Pct. 1 Constable Tim Barnett was 
sworn into office Jan. 1 and had his father John partici-
pate in the ceremony by holding the bible.

Mytrez Deunte Woolen was 
charged in Pastor Mark 
McWilliams’ death.

Chief Smith given a farewell salute
A vinage fire truck carries retired GFD Fire Chief Wayne A. “Snuffy” Smith’s coffin to his final resting place.

Photo by Jim Bardwell 
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Bear FFA shines at Expo
The results of the Gregg County Youth Expo are in and the 

Gladewater FFA and Jr. FFA participants had a great showing.
Ag Mechanics results are:  Breanna Newman-2nd place yard 

convenience/Reserve Yard Convenience Division/Reserve Overall of 
the show, also earning second place honors were Blake Holder and 
Jordan Kinsey in the wildlife/division/Reserve Wildlife Division, 3rd 
place wildlife division Lyndsey Robertson, 3rd place fire pit division 
Jasper Taylor and David Flowers, and 4th place Jaxxon Cook in the 
yard convenience division.

Ben Alvarez was the Overall Grand Champion in the heifer show, 
Champion Exotic Heifer 1st in class, Logan Bohanon won Overall 
Reserve Champion Heifer, Champion English heifer 1st in class.

In the swine show Nathan Keller won 1st in class and 5th overall 
and Kaitlyn Smith won 2nd in class and 4th overall.

Nathan Keller won Reserve Champion Exoitic Heifer, 1st in class 
and senior Showmanship winner. And, Tristan Hogue won 1st in class.

Goat show results say Lyndsey Robertson with a 1st in class and 
4th overall.

Sheep Show Results saw Lyndsey Roberts take the senior 
showmanship honors and a 2nd in class and 4th overall.

In Steer Show results Nathan Keller took 1st in class and 3rd overall.
Broiler Show results saw Braedon Castello in 3rd place, Landon 

Brown with a 4th place and Sr. Showmanship winner, 5th place Chevy 
Sisson and eighth place Jaxxon Cook.

Rabbit Show results are: Haylee Boyce in 13th place, Madisyn 
McGuire in 15th place and Matthew Want in 18th place.

These three outstanding GHS FFA showman had superior results in the Gregg County 
Youth Expo Jackpot on Saturday:  Nathan Keller- 1st place in class, Reserve Breed 
Champion and in Heifer competition Ben Alvarez- 1st place in class, Grand Champion 
Breed, Reserve Champion Exotic, Tristan Hogue- 1st place in class, Reserve Breed 
Champion and Nathan Keller - 1st place in class, Grand Champion Breed.  

Courtesy Photo

GHS FFA member Landon 
Brown won fourth place 
with his broilers and earned 
the senior showmanship 
honors.        Courtesy Photo

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit 

of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested three suspects 
on drug charges in November, 
Sheriff Larry Webb said last 
Thursday.  

Based on a report from sheriff’s 
Lt. Gary Shirley, Webb gave the 
following details of the arrests, 
while James Grunden, chief 
deputy of the county jail in 
Gilmer, provided the details on 
the suspects’ bonds and releases 
from custody: 

A Tyler woman was arrested 
Nov. 2 when the unit stopped 
a vehicle while investigating 
suspicious activity at the Lucky 
7 game room on U.S. 271 in the 
West Mountain area. 

Chris ty  Apri l  Huey,  40, 
was charged with possession 
o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e 
(methamphetamine) when the 
unit seized 1.3 grams of the drug, 
which Webb characterized as a 
“little bit over a user amount.” 

Huey was freed Nov. 4 on 
a $10,000 surety bond set by 
Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace 
Lyle Potter. 

Michael J. Mumphrey, 37, of 
Tennessee Colony and Ramona G. 
Lacy, 38, of Tyler, were arrested 
Nov.10 on charges of delivery of 
a controlled substance--at least 
4, but less than 200 grams of 
methamphetamine. 

The unit was conducting a 
narcotics investigation at Lucky 
7 when it stopped a vehicle, 
resulting in seizing 16 grams 
of the drug and the arrests. The 
sheriff’s office’s K-9 dog Marco 
assisted with the stop.

Mumphrey was released Nov. 
29 on a $50,000 attorney’s bond 
set by Precinct 3 Justice of the 
Peace Rhonda Welch. Lacy was 
released Nov. 18 to Smith County 
authorities to face a charge of 
theft of property in that county.

Drug arrests 
reported by 
Upshur SO

The Gladewater City Council 
will meet Thursday in special 
session to consider the following:

* A blanket permit for MLK 
Jr. Day Parade to be held on 
Monday, Jan. 18, 2021 at 10 a.m.

* An agreement between 
the City of Gladewater and 
Schaumburg & Polk, Inc. for 
Water Treatment Plant Evaluation 
and Report.

The meeting starts at 6 p.m.

Council to meet

Mother, three 
children killed 
in house fire 

More than 877,000 Texans 
have received a COVID-19 
vaccine since they first began 
arriving in Texas nearly four 
weeks ago, and that number is 
expected to increase by at least 
50,000 more per day, Gov. Greg 
Abbott said Monday.

“Never before in the history of 
this state has Texas vaccinated 
so many people so quickly,” 
Abbott said during remarks at 
the Esports Stadium Arlington & 
Expo Center, a newly-designated 
“vaccination hub” that local 
health officials said can vaccinate 
thousands per day. “It’s stunning 
to see what we’ve accomplished.”

Abbott said Texas expects 
to see an additional 310,000 
first doses per week for the rest 
of January and up to 500,000 
second doses earmarked for those 
who have already received the 
injection in Texas. Continued 
increases are expected, Abbott 
said, depending on the federal 
government allotments.

More vaccine 
coming soon

One adult and three children 
died in a fire at a home Monday 
on DeVonne Drive near U.S. 271 
in the Starrville area.

“The information we have is 
that this is the mother of the three 
children that is inside the home,” 
Smith County Fire Marshal Jay 
Brooks said.

Brooks said one man was also 
taken to the hospital by EMS. He 
said crews arrived and attempted 
to check and see if anyone else 
was inside the home, but the 
fire was to great and they had to 
back up.

Units from Winona, Chapel 
Hill, Lindale, Red Springs, 
Jackson Heights, and ESD 
responded to the scene.

The  f i re  remains  under 
investigation and the identities 
of the fire victims have not been 
released pending notification of  
next of kin.

Sunday night and Monday morning snowfall meant no 
school for Gladewater and Union Grove students and a great  
excuse for snowman building. But the wet snow - 3 inches 
in some areas - caused power outages on tree limbs to sag 
and touch power lines, resulting in tripped transformers and 
cold dark homes and malfunctioning traffic lights.

SWEPCO reported a total of 60,400 customers were 
without power at the height of the snowstorm, while Upshur 

Rural Electric Coop reported about 1,100 customers were 
affected by outages.

Fortunately the snowfall didn’t result in any major accidents 
and by late Monday afternoon most roadways were clear 
and dry. 

Many folks shared their snow fun with the Mirror on its 
Facebook Page and we picked some of our favorites to share 
with our readers here.

Continued on Page 3
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Upshur wants 
vaccines for 
rural areas

FLOYD

Floyd named 
GHS Principal

By Suzanne Bardwell
New Gladewater High School Principal Derrick Floyd has the 

education, the experience and the family heritage that has prepared 
him for his new position. 

“Everyone who knows who my grandpa was and what he stood for 
without saying too many words,” Floyd said. “His actions promoting 
Gladewater ISD and in his latter years the whole town of Gladewater 
spoke volumes. He is someone I hope to be in the same league as 
they say.”

Floyd’s grandfather, Walter Derrick, was a 
Weldon High School teacher and head football 
coach, GHS teacher and coach and Gladewater’s 
first Black mayor. Floyd’s grandmother 
EverGrace worked in the GISD Business Office 
and his wife Kamisha is currently Weldon 
Elementary assistant principal.

Floyd earned his Master in Educational 
Leadership, as well as his Bachelor’s degree in 
Education from Stephen F. Austin University. 
He earned national Dean’s List honors while 
doing so. He has served as Gladewater Middle 

School assistant principal since 2017. 
“I am pleased to appoint Mr. Floyd to this position,” Supt. 

Sedric Clark said. “GMS and our district have benefitted from his 
employment. Mr. Floyd’s love for kids, his character and energy will 
all be assets as he tackles this new assignment. I’m excited about the 
future of GHS under Derrick Floyd’s leadership.”

Prior to coming to GISD, Floyd was a chemistry and integrated 
physics teacher, as well as head track coach and first assistant football 
and basketball coach at Big Sandy ISD from 2006 until 2017. He had 
previously taught and coached at Trinity and Pittsburg high schools.

“While coaching at Big Sandy I felt I needed to do more for 
students,” Floyd said. “An opportunity came by the way of a now good 
friend at Gladewater named Chris Langford. He saw my application 
and granted me an interview. While working at GMS the position 
opened up at the high school and I applied. So many people have 
wished me well and want me to have this opportunity.”

Langford has been serving as GHS interim principal since the 
December retirement of longtime educator Cathy Bedair who had a 
33 year career in public education. Floyd will assume the position 
on Feb. 1.

“My goals for the high school are to promote our students and help 
them get to where they want to go,” Floyd said. 

Several new programs for the high school are in the planning 
stages and Floyd looks forward to implementing more options and 
opportunities for students. 

“Over the past years the daily duties and responsibilities that I have 
completed as GMS assistant principal will be the same,” Floyd said. 
“There is more accountability at the high school and that will be a 
challenge, but as our motto says, ‘We Can!’”

Floyd’s mother Lanita Smith is a GHS alum and his stepfather 
Butch Smith is a former Bear coach. His father John Floyd also 
graduated from GHS and played football for the San Diego Chargers. 
His daughter Kamryn is a GHS sophomore and his son Aubry is a 
seventh grader at GMS. Bear spirit runs deep in his family and for 
Floyd personally.

“I am excited for this opportunity to lead Gladewater High School,” 
Floyd said. “I want to thank everyone for the support so far. I am 
looking forward to helping the high school students achieve their 
dreams and goals. My educational philosophy is a simple one, ‘kids 
first’, and I can not wait to get to work.”

Miss Gladewater Rodeo entries are now open! 
For the first time in a little over thirty years, the 

Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo is proud to announce 
that the rodeo queen contest will be brought back to 
life! The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo will be seeking 
candidates each year to compete for the title of “Miss 
Gladewater Rodeo.” After holding the title of Miss 
Gladewater Rodeo, the queen will be an ambassador for 
the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo, the sport of rodeo, 
and our western heritage. All entries are due on March 
3, 2021 by 5 p.m..

Contact Ashley Smith at 903-841-2177 or Marla 
Moore at 903-918-9675 for more information. You 
can also email them at missgladewater@gmail.com.

The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo has an abundance 
of history and tradition. The rodeo was founded in 1937 
by local businessman, J.N. “Jack” Yates, a Sioux Indian 
from North Dakota who moved to Gladewater during 
the oil boom. Yates, a veteran of World War I, organized 
the first ever rodeo to be held in France as entertainment 
for the soldiers. According to historical documents, he 
sought to recreate the event in Gladewater.

Yates owned an operated J.N. “Jack” Yates Pipe and 

Supply Company, and recruited citizens to donate 
either funds or supplies to construct a rodeo 
arena. The structure was originally built from 
lumber, but the rodeo was such a success that 
it was reconstructed out of steel two years later. 

The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s recognition 
received a substantial boost in 1971 when Johnny 
Quintana scored 98 points in its bull riding 
competition -- a feat that held world-record status 
for three years.

Since its humble beginnings, the rodeo has 
become nationally known and ranks among 
the top rodeos in the state, as well as top ten 
percent in the nation. The arena has hosted 
some of the nation’s most notable competitors, 
including Don Gay, an eight-time PRCA World 
Champion Bull Rider, and Trevor Brazile, who 
holds thirteen all-around cowboy titles and is a 
twenty-six time world champion between the 
events of tie-down roping, team roping and steer 
roping. Other notable cowboys and cowgirls that 
have competed in the rodeo are Jim Shoulders, 

Miss Gladewater Rodeo entries are now open

A Day of ServiceA Day of Service

Anyone wanting to apply to run 
for the Gladewater City Council 
has until 5 p.m. on Feb. 12 to pick 
up an application from City Clerk 
Judy Van Houten.

Seats available include Place 
4, Place 5, Place 6 and Place 7.

Thus far, Place 4 councilman 
Nick Foster has decided to 
not seek re-election. Place 6 
councilman Rocky Hawkins said 
he has filed to run for the seat 
he was appointed to, Place  7 
councilman Kevin Clark said he 
plans to seek re-election.

Place 5 councilman Elijah 
“Sonny” Anderson, who also 

Feb. 12 deadline 
for city council

The MLK Day of Service inspires hundreds of thousands of Americans to come 
together to serve their community. Citizens in all 50 states deliver meals, refurbish 
schools and community centers, and collect food and clothing. Volunteers also recruit 
mentors, support jobseekers, build homes and provide other services for veterans 
and military families, and help citizens improve their financial literacy skills. 

In Gladewater Monday citizens gathered with organizer Odette Alexander to 
participate in a downtown car parade and food drive to honor Dr. King’s legacy. 
Residents gathered at the Garfield Hill Community Center on Eleanor St. where 
they dropped off non-perishable food items, which will be donated to the Manna 
House in Gladewater.

After a long struggle, legislation was signed in 1983 to mark the birthday of Dr. 
King as a federal holiday. Americans first observed the holiday in 1986. In 1994, 
Congress designated the holiday as a national day of service.

Gladewater firefghters, as well as Gladewater police, 
Christus EMS and Gladewatre ISD personnel rushed to 
the scene of a school bus accident Friday morning after 
the bus  struck a tree on Coach Cooksey Road. Some 
students sustained minor injuries and were checked 
out by EMS personnel, while three other students were 
taken to a nearby hospital where they were treated and 
released. GISD Superintendent Sedric Clark said the 
cause of the accident reamins under investigation.
“We are very grateful for the outstanding job that our 
older kids did helping get all the students off the bus 
just as they were trained to do through the emergency 
door in the back. They immediately went into action,” 
Clark said. “Our staff did an outstanding job as well car-
ing for our students especially GMS Interim Principal 
Derrick Floyd, GPS Attendance Clerk Amanda Brown, 
Coach Scott Mann and Nurse Jones.” GFD Photos

By Phillip Williams
A bare quorum of the Upshur 

County Commissioners Court 
on Friday approved a resolution 
asking the Texas Department of 
State Health Services “allocate 
COVID-19 vaccine to rural 
counties” like Upshur “to be 
administered by local health 
authorities.”

County Judge Todd Tefteller 
said he proposed the resolution 
as “basically just a plea for help” 
because targeting the vaccine 
toward highly-populated urban 
areas is not good for senior 
citizens here.

Whenever the vaccine units 
are distributed, he complained, 
seemingly “none of ‘em come 
here” with the exception of 300-
400 doses which were allotted to the 
Divine Grace Pharmacy in Diana 
community. County Emergency 
Management Coordinator Marc 
Nichols said that drug store used 
up its allotment in three days, and 
Precinct 2 Commissioner Dustin 
Nicholson said “We had a lot 
of citizens that stood out in the 
weather” to receive the vaccine.

County Extension Agent Julie 
York added that the vaccine had 
been distributed to residential 
facilities such as nursing homes 
in the county.

Tefteller, who said State Rep. 
Jay Dean (R-Longview) is “raising 
cane” about the lack of overall 
distribution here, contended 
the state is eyeing how to get a 
million doses in a million arms 
most quickly to develop “herd 
immunity.” The judge indicated he 
thought this was why the vaccine 
was being sent to urban areas, 
saying the state is “worried they 
can’r get vaccines into arms” in 
rural locales.

Tef te l le r,  however,  sa id 
allocating “”to some of our 
outlets” was in the works. Nichols 
added that some outlets here 
(such as Divine Grace) have been 
approved to distribute the vaccine, 
which he said goes directly from 
the manufacturer to “approved 
vendors” such as a drug store or 
supermarket. 

On Monday, the coordinator 
said there has been no word when 
more vaccine will be sent here.

The Northeast Texas Public 
Health District and the University 
of Texas Health Science Center 
were reportedly receiving 1,500 
doses each this week.

Tefteller argued that the state 
could tell the UT Tyler facility to 
reserve 150 of its 1,500 doses for 
Upshur residents. “What they’re 
doing (in distributing the vaccine) 
is this free-for-all” where “the 
senior citizens aren’t the fastest 
runners (to obtain the vaccine),” 
Tefteller complained. “It’s not 
fair.”
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Anyone wanting to apply to run 
for the Gladewater City Council 
or Gladewater ISD School Board 
has until 5 p.m. on Feb. 12 to pick 
up an application.

On the city side of the upcoming 
elections, seats Place 4, Place 5, 
Place 6 and Place 7 are up for 
grabs.

Place 4 councilman Nick Foster 
has decided to not seek re-election 
and that has resulted in political 
newcomer Michael  Webber 
tossing his hat into the Place 4 
race. Place 6 councilman Rocky 
Hawkins has formally filed to run 
for the seat he was appointed to, 
as has Place  7 councilman Kevin 
Clark and Place 5 councilman 
Elijah “Sonny” Anderson, who 
also serves as mayor pro-tem.

The requirements/qualifications 
to serve on the Gladewater City 
Council are:  

No person shall be eligible 
as a candidate for the Council 
unless he or she shall be eighteen 
(18) years of age or older on 
commencement of the term to be 
elected, a qualified voter, a citizen 
of the United States and a resident 
citizen of this State for a period 
of twelve (12) months prior to the 
date of the election.  

The candidate for Mayor and 
Council must be a resident of the 
City, must have resided in the 
City for a period of six (6) months 
prior to the date of election, and 
must continuously reside within 
the City during his or her term 
of office.

On the school side of the local 
elections, Place 6 board member 
Jamie Robertson and Place 7 
board member George Glenn are 
up for re-election.

The seven trustees are elected 
for rotating three-year terms.  
When a member’s term has 
expired, elections are held in 
May annually.  Although board 
members are elected to numbered 
positions, trustees represent the 
District as a whole, not specific 
geographic areas.

Those wishing to run must 
be 18 years of age and must 
have resided continuously in 
Texas  for 12 months and in the 
school district for six months im- 
mediately preceding the election. 

Applications may be obtained 
online or by contacting Tina Bigler, 
Secretary to Superintendent/
Board at 903-845-6991.

Remember, filing for city and 
school board ends on Feb. 12 at 
5 pm.  

City council, 
school board 

candidate
filing underway
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GLADEWATER ISD
By Jon Keller

GISD School Board President
I was asked a few weeks ago to write an article for the Mirror – 

whatever I wanted to write about it was mine. I have thought about 
several topics – school finance, the challenges of COVID-19 on GISD, 
district happenings, our great teachers etc. There are so many things 
and not enough space in our great community paper nor enough 
words. Mostly good but we have our shortfalls and challenges as 
well; however, with January being School Board Appreciation Month 
I thought I would discuss what a school board member really does.

You may be surprised by the simple fact that as the Board of Trustees 
of The Gladewater County Line Independent School District we have 
very limited power. We have three basic roles (duties/powers): 1. We 
hire and fire the superintendent; 2. We set the budget for the district; 
and 3. We set the District policies. Seems big but everything hinges 
strongly on the first role with hiring and firing the Superintendent. All 
other hires within the district come from the campus level or higher.  
The board only approves contracts of employees that are eligible for 
contracts.  

As Board members we do not run the day to day operations of 
the district. We don’t tell teachers how to teach. Board Members 
are heavily dependent on Mr. Clark as Superintendent and his 
GISD Leadership Team for all of that. That’s why that first role is 
so important. Sure, we have control over the budget and can watch 

UNION GROVE ISD 
By Jody Day

UGISD Board President
2020 was a challenging time for all teachers, administrators and 

school boards across the state. Just like everyone during this time there 
was confusion, uncertainty and  disappointments. At Union Grove 
we faced the same confusion, uncertainty and disappointments.  But 
with that we also saw dedication, perseverance and a work ethic 
unmatched by our administration, teachers and staff along with our 
board of education.  

We started in May having board meetings virtually every two 
weeks or even more frequently sometimes. There were times we did 
not know what the future would hold for local schools In our area. 
Many times we would  make a decision with the information we 
were given by the state and then the very next day that information 
changed. We had to be flexible and vigilant in marking sure we had 
the most up to date information from the state so we could make 

Continued on Page 6

On Jan. 17, members of the 
Gladewater High School Band 
earned the prestigious honor of 
being named Texas All-State 
Musicians. 

Freshman Clarinet player 
Madisyn Bedair, sophomore 
Euphonium player Matt Smith, 
and sophomore trumpet player 
Sarah Walbridge were chosen for 
this honor through a competitive 
process that began last fall and 
included Region and Area levels. 

Walbridge and Smith not only 
made the band but did so by 
placing first chair in the area on 
their respective instruments. All-
State is the highest honor a Texas 
music student can receive. The 
ATSSB (Association of Texas 
Small School Bands) sponsors the 
Texas All-State audition process 
to promote students’ dedication 

to their musical knowledge and 
skill and to encourage educators 
to support their students in this 
development.

Over 50,000 students from 
around the state initially entered 
the audition process, and 1,860 
students have been selected for 
2021. This competitive process 
begins throughout the state in 
auditions hosted by 33 ATSSB 
Regions. Individual musicians 
perform selected music for a 
panel of judges who rank each 
instrument. 

From this ranking, a select 
group of musicians advances 
from their Region to compete 
against musicians from other 
areas in eight ATSSB Area 
competitions. The highest-
ranking musicians judged at 
the ATSSB Area competitions 

qualify to an ATSSB All-State 
music group. These students will 
come together with students from 
other schools across Texas in June 
to perform in the ATSSB Texas 
All-State Band Concert. 

“Most students who try will 
never make the All-State Band. 
Those that do will mostly likely 
make it in their junior or senior 
year,” GMS band director Rhett 
Pilcher said. “The fact that our 
three students made it so young 
in their high school tenure is very 
rare. These students have worked 
extraordinarily hard and will see 
the fruits of their labor when 
universites come calling their 
senior year.”

Directors of the Gladewater 
High School Band are Jeff Smith, 
Rhett Pilcher, Mitchell Smith, and 
Donald Kitchell.

Bedair, Smith, Walbridge named All-State Musicians

City council hears department quarterly reports
The Gladewater City Council met last Thursday and 

discussed a number of items, including approving an 
agreement between the city and Schaumburg & Polk, 
Inc. for a Water Treatment Plant Evaluation and Report. 
The report will cost about $42,000 and will be paid from 
leftover grant funds that are earmarked for water projects. 

The council also added two members to the city’s 
Beautification Board - former councilmen Dennis 
Robertson and Farrell Alexander.

In other business, the city approved the city’s HOT 
(Hotel/Motel Tax) report for October - December 2020 
which was $192.51 in revenue, passed an ordinance 
ordering the city officer election to be held on Saturday, 

May 1, 2021 and approved a joint election agreement 
between the city and Gladewater ISD for the May 1, 2021 
elections and contracted for election services between city 
and  the Gregg County Elections Administrator.

The council also approved a blanket permit request 
from Melba Gordon for a Craft & Trade Show to be held 
on February 13 at 303 W. Commerce.

The council also heard quarterly reports from the city’s 
various department heads, who for the most part reported 
their expenses thus far in the fiscal year were within budget.

The Gladewater Economic Development Corp. 
(GEDCO) presented its quarterly reported and told the 
council it currently had $1,476,767.76 in assets and 

$566,575.45 in cash. Jim Bardwell, GEDCO president, 
said 24 local businesses were helped through the 
distribution of $500 utility grant checks for a total of 
$12,000 and GEDCO had paid to get all the decorative 
downtown street lamps hooked up to power. Bardwell 
also said GEDCO recently agreed to pay for new sewer 
lines to be run to a new business at Loop 485 and US 271.

City manager Ricky Tow took the opportunity to tell   
the council just how hard the public works department 
had worked over the past year - 1,263 calls for service, 
154 repairs, 394 sewer backups fixed, 128 water leaks, 
110 lines located, 897 disconnects, 306 meter problems, 
just to name a few.

Being a School 
Board Member

Continued on Page 3
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With Super Bowl LV just days away from being played before 
socially-distanced fans, the personal-finance website WalletHub  
released its Super Bowl LV “By The Numbers” infographic together 
with its report on 2021’s Best & Worst Cities for Football Fans, as 
well as accompanying videos.

To determine the best places for loving on America’s favorite sport, 
WalletHub compared more than 240 U.S. cities with at least one 
college or professional football team based on 21 key metrics. The 
data set ranges from the number of NFL and college football teams 
to stadium capacity to fan engagement.

Make sure to check out the infographic for cool stats about the 
biggest sporting event of the year.
 Best Cities for Football Fans   Worst Cities for Football Fans
1. Pittsburgh, PA 236. Fort Collins, CO
2. Dallas, TX 237. Louisville, KY
3. Boston, MA 238. New Britain, CT
4. Green Bay, WI 239. Columbia, SC
5. New York, NY 240. Ithaca, NY
6. Miami, FL 241. Davidson, NC
7. New Orleans, LA 242. Valparaiso, IN
8. Los Angeles, CA 243. Providence, RI
9. Indianapolis, IN 244. Stephenville, TX

Moore moves mountains to 
preserve Red Rock heritage

By Suzanne Bardwell
Bennie Moore’s roots in the Red Rock community run deep 

and are watered by family heritage, faith and the wisdom of 
elders who have gone before leaving a legacy that Moore works 
to continue.

“Clay, Lockett, Cannon, these are the family names that I am 
rooted in,” Moore said. “As an adult I recognized who I am 
and why I am. To me this community was the epitome of the 
proverb, ‘It takes a village to raise the kids.’”

Moore’s village of Red Rock had great influence on her 
development. She was baptized in Ira Lockett’s pond into the 
fellowship of St. James Baptist Church under the pastorate of 
Rev. G.H. Adams when she was seven years old.

“Most of us (in Red Rock) were related by blood, but all of 
us were related by that communal spirit and attitude,” Moore 
said. “Families looked out for each other, we all got along with 
each other, we respected each other and not a lot of one trying 
to take advantage of another.”

She says that the community could rally behind the leadership 
of the senior men because “we knew that in their hearts was 
what was best for the community. Everything that made them 
moral and decent then, would make us humane today.”

Moore says that she was raised surrounded by family and 
love.

“We did chores at our house and our grandparents’ houses, 
ate and played at all threes houses,” Moore said. “But equal to 
this, we sat at the feet of these people to hear words of wisdom 
from their experiences and of guidance for a better future. I am 
who I am because I was nurtured by these people.”

Moore said that after standing at the gravesites of an 
earlier generation and watching relics and documents of past 
generations be lost or destroyed she became dedicated to the 
founding of the Red Rock Historical Association and preserving 
the legacy of the community’s past and ongoing achievements. 
Moore has been at the heart of the vision which is now being 
realized with the summer groundbreaking and site dedication 
of a community center which will preserve the heritage 

Continued on Page 8

BENNIE MOORE

Bennie Moore Fast Facts
What advice would you give young people today for their future?
Seek to learn to be an individual of ambition, moral character, and 
one to take responsibility for self and be self-reliant. Only when you 
have done this as an individual can you become a positive influence 
and contributing member of your family, community and world.

What does being an American mean to you?
Being a part of a society with all of its flaws, faults and failures, I must 
participate as an individual to improve the conditions while I am here.

America feels really divided right now. What can we do as 
individuals to create greater unity?
Every American must learn to be at peace with self and our fellowman. 
Value others as much as we value ourselves. Accept that God did not 
give His power over the world to anyone of us. No one of us is better 
than the rest of us.

Continued on Page 8
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By Jim Bardwell 

After seeing most of his 
firefighters leave before the end 

of year for better 
paying  jobs, 
G l a d e w a t e r 
F i r e  C h i e f 
Cory Crowell 
is heading out 
the  door  for 
the same larger 
paycheck.

Chief Crowell 
provided the City of Gladewater 
with a resignation letter on Friday, 
Jan. 29 stating his resignation 
would become effective on 
Friday, Feb. 14. 

According to Gladewater City 
Manager Ricky Tow, Crowell has 
accepted a position within Smith 
County ESD 2. 

“In his resignation letter, Chief 
Crowell stated that he felt this 
transition would help him better 
his leadership skills, allow for 
more opportunities to affect that 
organization, and assist it with 
moving forward in the future,” 
Tow told the Mirror. “We would 
like to thank Chief Crowell for 
his dedication to the City of 
Gladewater during his tenure 
and wish him the very best in his 
new role.”

Tow told the Mirror he had 
not decided on a successor for 
Crowell and would consult with 
the city council on what direction 
they wished him to pursue.

In November 2019 voters 
approved the new Smith County 
ESD No. 2 and its request to raise 
sales taxes in the county with 
the aim to raise funds and hire 
additional firefighters for stations 
across rural Smith County. The 
sales tax increased from 6.75% 
to 8.25%.

That extra funding - estimated 
at as much as $20,000 more 
annually compared to GFD 
firefighters - has resulted in 
Smith County ESD No. 2 cherry 
picking from many East Texas 
fire deparments.

Smith County Emergency 
Services District No. 2 plans 
to hire additional firefighters 
for stations across rural Smith 
County. The ultimate goal is to 
have paid firefighters at each fire 
department 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week. According to the Smith 

CROWELL

GFD Chief
leaving for

SC ESD 2 job

BARDWELL

Mirror publisher 
elected president 
of Texas Press 
Jim Bardwell,  owner and 

publisher of the Gladewater 
Mirror, Lindale News & Times 
and White Oak Independent was 
elected president of the Texas Press 

Association in a 
statewide virtual 
T P A  b o a r d 
meeting on Jan. 
21. 

B a r d w e l l 
b e g a n  h i s 
n e w s p a p e r 
career  as  the 
c o - e d i t o r  o f 

the Daily Planet newsletter as a 
fifth grader at William L. Cabell 
Elementary School in Farmer’s 
Branch. The Daily Planet was 
short lived due to labor issues, 
but it set the course for a life-long 
career in journalism.

At Longview High School, 
Bardwell was a member of the 
school newspaper staff. He went 
on to work on Kilgore College’s 
Flare staff, and eventually at East 
Texas State University’s student 
newspaper the East Texan and 
ETSU’s magazine.

Whi l e  a t t end ing  ETSU, 
Bardwell worked at the Commerce 
Journal newspaper. He was 
promoted to sports editor after 
just six months. A year later he 
joined the Sulphur Springs News-
Telegram as sports editor. His 
work led him home to the staff 
of the Longview Daily News and 
Longview Morning Journal, now 
the Longview News-Journal.

After several years on the sports 
staff, Bardwell moved to the news 
department, where after breaking 
several news stories, he was 
promoted to East Texas Editor, 
a position covering 12 counties. 
Bardwell was recognized by the 
Associated Press for breaking 
numerous nat ional  s tories , 
including the New Year’s Eve 
fatal airplane crash of teen idol, 
singer Ricky Nelson in Northeast 
Texas and exposing the National 
Weather Service’s flawed billion 
dollar nationwide NEXRAD 
radar system which left swaths 
of East Texas unprotected. 
Bardwell’s reporting resulted in 
a Congressional investigation 
and revamp of the program. He 
also covered the kidnapping and 
murder of three East Texas teens 
by Jerry “the Animal” McFadden, 
as well as his violent escape and 

Resurrecting the red bricks
With funding from the Gladewater Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, Seasonal Landscaping began work 
last Friday on Center Street. Multiple water line breaks 
and repairs over the years have left the street with nu-
merous craters as the red bricks have settled, leaving 
drivers to zig and zag their way north and south. The 
leveling project will expand to Quitman Street - another 
red brick downtown street that resembles the moon’s 
cratered surface.      Photos by Jim Bardwell  

Super Bowl LV - Sunday

DEAN
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By Suzanne Bardwell
Deja Martin is a very busy scholar-athlete. The varsity cheer 

captain is a member of the National Honor Society, serves as 
the student council’s secretary and is a 4-year standout member 
of the volleyball and track teams. She also participated in 
powerlifting for two years. 

Martin said that her proudest GHS achievement is being 
named to the Volleyball All Academic First Team.

“It shows that you don’t have to be just an athlete, or student,” 
Martin said. “It’s about being able to handle whatever is thrown 
at you and becoming successful at both, which is the true 
definition of a student-athlete.”

The proud 13-year Bear says that being a part of Bear tradition 
has impacted her in several ways.

“It helped prepare me for many life situations,” Martin 
said. “In Gladewater you don’t hear much about the African-
American students unless it’s a sport-like event. I have been 
underestimated multiple times in and outside of school, but one 
thing about being a Bear is that it has taught me that nobody 
can stop you from succeeding but yourself.”

And little seems to have stopped this powerhouse. She has 
been a 2-year regional track finalist for the 4x1 and 4x2 relays 
and her track coach throughout high school knows where her 
success comes from.

“Deja is a very disciplined and respectful young lady,” track 
coach Kelly Berry said. “The thing that stands out is her work 
ethic and determination to succeed. On top of her being a 2-sport 
athlete and cheerleader, she has always had a job outside of 
school working 20 plus hours a week”

Her peers, teachers and even community members have 
recognized Martin’s leadership and character in a variety of 
ways.

In 2017 Martin was chosen as a Homecoming Duchess and 
in 2019 was named Most Outstanding Student in Spotlight on 
GHS. She also was chosen and sponsored by the Gladewater 
Rotary Club to attend RYLA at a leadership retreat. Martin says 
there are many people who have impacted her success.

“Leslie Lincoln, Karlie McQueen, Coach Scott Mann are 
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DEJA MARTIN

DEJA MARTIN Fast Facts
What do you believe are your strongest character traits?
Determination, Self-motivation, Responsible

What does being an American mean to you?
Being independent to have the same freedom as the next person and 
to be able to make mistakes without judgment.

If you had a motto you live by what would it be?
I can and I will.

What are your favorite things about GISD?
The diversity, Friday Night Lights and the girls’ track season.
What do you consider your three most important values?
My Faith in God—I believe that God is Creator and ruler over all 
creation and I trust my life in all things to Him. Self-responsibility—I 
know that I am responsible for me. Willingness to consider others—I 
know that I am not always right.

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTHCELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Deja Martin pushes for 
success, works for future

City judge, JP 
Tim Bryan suffers 

heart attack

Rep. Dean gets 
key committee 
assignments

Speaker of the House Dade 
P h e l a n  l a s t  w e e k  n a m e d 
committee assignments for the 
87th Legislative Session and 
Representative Jay Dean was 
asked to serve on the Committee 
on Appropriations, the Committee 
on Environmental 
Regulation, and 
the Committee on 
Local & Consent 
Calendars.

Per the rules 
o f  t h e  Te x a s 
H o u s e ,  t h e 
Appropriations 
Committee has jurisdiction over 
the state budgeting process; 
the Environmental Regulation 
Committee has jurisdiction over 
state regulations governing 
air, land, and water, including 
o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  Te x a s 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ); and the Local 
and Consent Calendars Committee 
determines floor consideration of 
bills and resolutions that have 
been recommended as local and 
uncontested matters.

After learning of the committee 
assignments, Dean said, “I want 
to especially thank Speaker 
Phelan for asking me to once 
again serve on the Appropriations 
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  L o c a l  & 
Consent Committee, as well as 
the Environmental Regulation 
Committee. It is clear Speaker 
Phelan carefully considered each 
member’s skillset and expertise 
in these committee assignments. 
I  know my commi t t ees  - 
especially Appropriations and 
Environmental Regulation -- will 
draw on my experience both in 
local government and as a small 
business owner.

“This is an especially critical 
year for our state budget. We 
have a budget gap to close in 
our supplemental appropriations 
from last biennium as well as 
limited revenue to allocate wisely 
in this upcoming biennium. As 
always, I will be committed to 
a conservative, balanced budget 
that uses every taxpayer dollar 
wisely.”

Rep. Dean was elected to the 
Texas House of Representatives 
in 2016.  

With this background, Dean 
brings decades of experience in 
budgeting, resource allocation, 
and government operations.

Anyone wanting to apply to run 
for the Gladewater City Council 
or Gladewater ISD School Board 
only has until 5 p.m. on Feb. 12 
file.

For the city council - seats 
Place 4, Place 5, Place 6 and Place 
7 are up for grabs.

Since Place 4 councilman Nick 
Foster is not seek re-election, 
political newcomer Michael  
Webber has tossing his hat 
into the Place 4 race. Place 6 
councilman Rocky Hawkins has 
formally filed to run for the seat 
he was appointed to, and Place  
7 incumbent councilman Kevin 
Clark and Place 5 ncumbent 
councilman Elijah “Sonny” 
Anderson, who also serves as 
mayor pro-tem, have filed.

On the school side of the local 
elections, Place 6 board member 
Jamie Robertson has filed for 
re-election, but Place 7 board 
member George Glenn has not. 
Instead, Jeff Cook has filed for 
Glenn’s trustee seat.

Applications for school board 
should contacting Tina Bigler, 
Secretary to Superintendent/
Board at 903-845-6991.

Applications for city council 
should contacting City Clerk Judy 
Van Houten at 903-845-2196, 
ext. 4.

City council, 
school board 
filing deadline
nears - Feb. 12

Gregg County Pct. 2 Justice 
of the Peace and municipal court 
judge for the city of Gladewater. 
Tim Bryan suffered a heart attack 
last week - on his 49th birthday 
- just before the Gladewater 
Rotary Club was to meet at the 

BlueByrd Room 
i n  d o w n t o w n 
Gladewater.

T h e  j u d g e 
i s  n o w  i n  a 
Dallas hospital 
u n d e r g o i n g 
treatment after 
being transferred  
t h e r e  f r o m  a 

Longview hospital.
But Judge Bryan might not have 

even survived the heart attack had 
it not been for the quick actions 

Gladewater ISD Superintendent Sedric Clark presented the District Championship trophy to the very happy Lady Bear basketball team. The 
Lady Bears are 16-5 on the year and a perfect 12-0 in loop play and are on a 9-game win streak.They will play Elysian Fields in the first round 
of the playoffs on Thursday at 7 p.m. at Longview’s Lobo Colosseum.

Photo by Chris Jones

On Feb. 7, at approximately 7:43 
p.m. the Upshur County Sheriff’s Office 

and East Mountain Police 
Department responded to 
154 Posey Road in East 
Mountain for a Shooting 
incident that left two 
persons deceased. 

Leonard Faris Gibson, 
66 years of age, of East 

Mountain and Denene Suzanne Mosley, 
53 years of age, of East Mountain were 
both found dead at the scene. The bodies 
were transported to Tyler for an autopsy.

Upshur County deputies received 
information as to the whereabouts of the 
suspect in this case and responded to a 
nearby residence where he was taken into 
custody.

Arrested was Nichlous Cole Williams, 
19 yoa, of East Mountain. Williams 
was arraigned by Judge Lyle Potter on 
two charges of Murder. Bond was set at 
$250,000.00 on each charge.

The actor and victims were all known to 
each other.  The results of the investigation 
will be turned over to the Upshur County 
District Attorney’s Office. 

Two killed, 
teen arrested
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By Suzanne Bardwell
“I look to a day when people will not be judged by the color 

of their skin, but the content of their character,” Martin Luther 
King Jr. said in his historic “I have a dream” speech. Character 
is something Gladewater High School senior Tristan Holmes 
is known to possess.

“Tristan has a good moral compass that has been instilled 
in him by his family,” GHS Coach and GMS Principal Chris 
Langford said. “He has qualities you look for in a leader.”

Holmes directly credits his family for his foundation and 
his success.

“My parents (Stewart and Deedi Holmes) and my grandmother 
are the strongest people I know,” Holmes said. “My dad has 
been with me my whole journey through sports from coaching 
me through Little League all the way up until now.”

HIs father Stewart, a GHS alum, played for the Bears from 
1986 through 1989, earning All State and All District honors 
along the way. His son, Tristan Holmes, led the Bears as 
quarterback since his sophomore year with outstanding season 
and personal results. 

Holmes earned All District Offensive Most Valuable Player 
and All State Academic honors. He broke GHS school records 
for passing touchdowns against Tatum and passing yards 
in the game against Sabine. And Holmes broke the passing 
touchdowns in a season record which resulted in his District 
6-3A Offensive Player of the Year and All East Texas QB 
honorable mention honors.

“Leaving a legacy behind at GHS has always been a big deal 
for me,” Holmes said. “I never want to go anywhere and not at 
least leave something behind for someone to remember me.”

Holmes credits his former head coach John Berry for the 
maturity he gained on the field and off in his three years of 
playing for him.

“Coach Berry was always an amazing man to me, whenever 
I needed advice he was always there,” Holmes said. “When I 
was going through things on the field he was the main reason I 
never gave up. No matter the situation in a game I always had 
faith in him, and my team.”

Continued on Page 6

TRISTAN HOLMES

TRISTAN HOLMES Fast Facts
What does being an American mean to you?
It means being able to chase my dreams and being whatever I want 
with no one standing in my way.

Do you believe that Dr. KIng’s “Dream” has been fulfilled?
“I believe his dream as been fulfilled in part but has not fully been 
fulfilled until we all love each other as equals.”

Surprise Facts:
Related to legendary superstar athlete Earl Campbell on his 
maternal family branch.
“He grew up in Tyler with my Granny and my uncles. The one vivid 
memory I have of him was visiting his home in Tyler and getting to 
talk to him and taking a picture with the Heisman Trophy. It weighted 
like 25 pounds but it was an amazing experience.”

Continued on Page 8
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Tristan Holmes 
leads by example

Brrrrrrrr ...Brrrrrrrr ...

We survived SNOVID 2021!We survived SNOVID 2021!
Fallout from 

storm rocks state
State targets ERCOT reform

By Suzanne Bardwell
Hindsight is 2020 and Gov. Greg Abbott is exercising that hindsight 

with a directive to power companies and legislators calling for funding 
and legislation to ensure that Texas’ essential power infrastructure 
does not fail as it did last week amid the record setting snowfall and 
well below freezing temperatures.

How the failure became so severe has many contributing reasons, 
including temperate Texas weather which led many energy plants to 
either ignore needed upgrades or skimp on them even after a severe 
2011 winter storm caused extensive statewide power outages.

Millions of Texans lost power during last week’s storm and millions 
more were either out of water or on boil water notice, including 
Gladewater and Kilgore residents. The outages began last Monday 
when the power grid failed to cover statewide energy needs. Natural 
gas plants, utility wind turbines, coal and nuclear plants all suffered 
failures as the temperatures become deadly cold.

Many Texans had to suffer through “rolling” outages to prevent the 
entire grid from failing which could have left much of the state without 
power for weeks if not months according to the Electric Reliability 
Council of Texas (ERCOT) officials. The rolling outages lasted for 
days for millions of people.

Without the regulatory requirement to ensure that power 
infrastructure can withstand the extremely low temperatures, Texas 

A multi-agency, multi service operation - that started with 
the Air Force, Navy, Army, National Guard at the Naval Air 
Station JRB in Fort Worth and ended with the Texas Task 
Force which included the Texas Forest Service and Gregg 
County Emergency Management brought 46 pallets of bot-
tled water to Gregg County’s East Texas Regional Airport 
Sunday night. Twenty pallets of water made it to Glade-
water where it was distributed to residents who were still 
under a boil water notice.               Photo by Josh Bardwell

Water service improved Monday after several days of outages.
Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp said residents found on outer 

lines were reporting the return of water through both drips and 
trickles.  “We have also had reports of excellent water pressure 
from other residents.  We need to still conserve water as our 
system continues to recover and build pressure.  Please use water 
only when necessary.”

Shipp urged residents to refrain from washing their vehicles 
either at home or at a car wash.  “This was an activity noticed 
today (Monday) by some residents.  Remember that your efforts 
to conserve will help others with a drip or trickle gain pressure 
and the system will recover faster.”

After working almost nonstop for six days, city crews found 
no new line leaks to repair on Monday.  

“There were several residential and business cutoffs the city 
assisted in as lines thawed and leaks appeared,” Shipp said. “Two 
of the leaks today (Monday) at residences represented 24,000 
gallons of water use in a 24-hour period and another 17,000 
gallons of water use in a 24-hour period.  These are major leaks 
that negatively impact restoration of water pressure within the 
system.  Please continue to call in any leaks so they may be 
investigated.” 

Water leaks should be reported to City Hall during the hours 
of 8 am to 6 pm, Monday through Thursday, and 8 am to noon 
on Friday.  City Hall can be reached at 903-845-2196.  After City 
Hall has closed, leaks can be reported to Dispatch at the Police 
Department at 903-845-2166.

“As a reminder, we are still under a boil water notice.  Water 
treatment processes continued to improve again today,” Shipp 
added. “We are still hopeful that the boil water notice will be 
rescinded by Friday with the progress today (Monday).  We will 
attempt to pull samples for testing on Wednesday.  We will update 

City thaws, water
 service restored

Continued on Page 7
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By Suzanne Bardwell
Kim Chatman has worked her way to success as a professional 

educator and as an athlete. The Gladewater ISD Chief Operating 
Officer has a diverse background educationally, professionally 
and personally that uniquely equips her to lead.

She has been an English teacher, a coach, a gifted and talented 
teacher, a principal and a director of Human Resources before 
serving in GISD.

“As Chief Operations Officer, Ms. Chatman serves in a crucial 
role for GISD,” Supt. Sedric Clark said. “The departments of 
custodial, nutrition and warehouse, grounds and maintenance, 
Human Resources and transportation all fall under her 
supervision.”

Chatman hasn’t been taking it easy in her position 
either. The fireball of energy that she is has restructured all 
auxiliary departments streamlining and ensuring that all state 
requirements are met while taking care of employees. According 
to Supt. Clark, Chatman has improved district morale by 
recognizing excellence throughout the district with awards and 
building relationships.

“Ms Chatman’s past experience as a teacher, assistant 
principal, principal and HR Director has helped her succeed 
in her current position,” Clark said. “Ms. Chatman has proven 
herself to be an asset to GISD.”

Being an asset isn’t something new to this hard-working 
leader. She was a leader on the basketball court in high school 
as a Longview Lobo and then at Texas Woman’s University 
and LeTourneau University where she racked up the honors 
including NCAA National Player of the Year, First Team All 
American, Big State Conference MVP, Lone Star Conference 
Co-freshman of the Year and more. That she went from the 
court to the classroom was inevitable.

“I have always wanted to be a teacher because I liked bossing 
people around…just kidding,” Chatman said. “As I matured, 
I realized that it was a lot more to it than that. I enjoy learning 
and helping others learn as well. I had some great teachers 
throughout my life that had a positive impact on me. It’s what I 
have always felt that I was called to do and it came easy for me.”

Continued on Page 6

KIM CHATMAN

KIM CHATMAN Fast Facts
What advice would you give young people for their 
future?
“Dream Big. Define what success means to you, and 
don’t let the world decide for you.”
What does being an American mean to you?
“Freedom from what could be.”
If you have a motto you live by what is it?
“With God All Things Are Possible! Go get it! (You define 
what your ’it’ is).”
America seems divided right now, what can we do 
as individuals to create greater unity?
“Be the change and hold one another accountable.”

Holmes also loves poetry.
“Poetry has given me an appreciation for literature.”

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTHCELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Chatman’s success 

faith driven

678 N Main St. 
Gladewater

(903) 845-5566

www.citizensbanktx.com

Proudly
supporting

Black History
Month

Trash service changing,
lake store reopening

Gladewater’s DJ Allen and Trent Bolt joined Hallettsville running 
back Jonathon Brooks and Canadian linebacker Ethan Jackson on 
this year’s Texas Sports Writers Association’s Class 3A All-State 
Football Team.

Brooks and Jackson were named  players of the year by the TSWA. 
Brooks, who signed with the University of Texas, rushed for 3,530 
yards with 62 touchdowns for the Division I runner-up. He also had 
17 receptions for 319 yards and three scores. He rushed for 1,749 
yards and 27 TDs in just the playoffs. Jackson had 158 tackles, 30 
of them for losses in leading Canadian to the Division II title. Jim 
Ned’s Matt Fanning was the coach of the year, leading his team to 
the Division I title.

 FIRST TEAM
Offense

Guards – Jackson Anderson, Mineola, 6-4, 295, sr.; John Samuel 
Hermes, Hallettsville, 6-1, 238, jr.

Tackles – Blake Rogers, Vanderbilt Industrial, 6-5, 245, sr.; Jacob 
Bayer, Grandview, 6-3, 290, sr.

Center – (tie) Mason Davis, Rogers, 5-10, 220, jr.; Jose Marmolejo, 
Idalou, 6-0, 247, sr.

Wide receivers – Conner Eulenfeld, Orange Grove, 6-1, 152, sr.; 
Jarel Lilly, Jourdanton, 5-10, 160, sr.

Tight end – Reagan Cochran, Canadian, 6-3, 200, sr.
Quarterback – Josh Culwell, Canadian, 6-3, 190, sr.
Running backs – Jonathon Brooks, Hallettsville, 6-2, 193, sr.; 

Trevion Sneed, Mineola, 6-1, 235, sr. Xavier Wishert, Jim Ned, 6-1, 
190, jr.

Fullback – Seth Spiller, Franklin, 6-1, 185, sr.
All-purpose – Brenen Thompson, Spearman, 5-10, 165, jr.
Place-kicker – Adrian Zamudio, New Waverly, 5-8, 140, soph.
Offensive player of the year – Brooks, Hallettsville
Coach of the year – Matt Fanning, Jim Ned

Defense

D.J. Allen, Trent Bolt make All State team

Linemen – Colton Cooper, Canadian, 6-0, 195, sr.; Cade Ligon, 
Llano, 5-10, 195, sr.; Torami Dixon, West Rusk, 6-4, 225, jr.; Austin 
Martin, Jim Ned, 6-2, 235, sr.

Linebackers – Carson Carter, Brock, 5-11, 180, sr.; Ethan Jackson, 
Canadian, 6-1, 205, sr.; Price Pruett, Hallettsville, 5-11, 171, jr.; Haze 
Tomascik, Franklin, 6-0, 175, jr.

Secondary – Jay Cox, Pilot Point, 6-3, 185, sr.; Luke Dillingham, 
Brock, 6-1, 195, sr.; Bryson Washington, Franklin, 6-1, 185, soph.; 
Brayden Klafka, Spearman, 6-1, 180, jr.

Punter – Ayden Colbert, Huntington, 6-0,140, jr.
Utility – Tim Leatherman, Ingram Tom Moore, 6-1, 185, sr.
Kick returner – Jayleen Record, Dallas Madison, 5-8, 175, sr.
Defensive player of the year – Jackson, Canadian

 SECOND TEAM
Offense

Guards – Tate Williams, Wall, 6-5, 275, sr.; Gatlyn Cooper, Jim 
Ned, 6-0, 255, jr.

Tackles – Gage Stanaland, Jim Ned, 6-5, 255, soph.; Jon Branch, 

DJ ALLEN TRENT BOLT

By Jim Bardwell
Trash collection service is changing for Gladewater customers and 

the change is for the better.
 The Gladewater City Council met Feb. 25, after inclement weather 

canceled the regularly scheduled meeting on Feb. 18, and voted to 
require 95-gallon poly carts to be used curbside instead of placing 
trash bags and sacks at the street. This is expected to help keep dogs 
from tearing into the bags and scattering trash up and down streets. 
The cost will be the same - $11 per month, but the service will be 
reduced from twice a week to once a week.

In other business Thursday night, the city council voted to have 
Gladewater Police Chief Gordon Freeman temporarily oversee the 
Gladewater Fire Department until a new fire chief can be found. 
Freeman will be given a $3,000 per month bump in pay to compensate 
him for the extra workload. Former GFD Chief Cory Crowell recently 
resigned to seek another position with a neighboring fire service.

The lake store at Lake Gladewater, which has been vacant for 
many months, is going to reopen soon. The council approved a 
recommendation by the Gladewater Lake Committee to begin 
negotiations with Jamal and Jade Kelly to run the store and live in 
the house located next door to the store. The couple will pay the city 
$850/month for the lake store and house and will keep the restrooms 
and lake side  area clean in addition providing food items at the store.

The city council still has to sign off on the final agreement. The 

Queen Carleigh Paige Judd
Gilmer Rotary Club

Yam Queen pageant 
this weekend

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Yamboree Queen’s Coronation and Pageant will host three 

performances at the Gilmer Civic Center this weekend. The first will be 
Saturday at 7 p.m., a 1:30 p.m. Sunday matinee and the final performance 
at 7 p.m. Sunday. Tickets went on sale Monday. Seating is limited due 
to COVID-19 restrictions. Tickets will be sold at the door starting at 
6:30 p.m. The cost is $20 for riser seating and $25 for auditorium floor. 
Tickets may also be purchased from 8 a.m. until noon at the Gilmer Civic 
Center. Additional available tickets may be purchased at the Gilmer Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Kyle Bowden is the president of the 83rd East Texas Yamboree which 
was dramatically impacted by the COVID-19 epidemic. The Queen’s 
Coronation was moved from October to this weekend because of pandemic 
restrictions and many other activities were cancelled.

Carleigh Paige Judd representing the Gilmer Rotary Club will be 
crowned at this weekend’s festivities. She is the daughter of Mike and 
Carrie Judd and is the granddaughter of Mrs. Sue Stebbins and the late 
Dick Stebbins, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Judd Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kilgore 
and Mr. and Mrs. Larry Feurt. 

Carleigh is a proud Union Grove Lion where she is the captain of 
the varsity basketball and volleyball teams, class vice-president, FFA 
secretary, Fellowship of Christian Athletes and National Honor Society 
member. She attends First United Methodist Church in Gilmer. She 
plans to declare a college major that will enable her to purse a career as 

Leon Word was recognized by the city for his act of her-
oism on Feb. 4, after his quick actions saved Judge Tim 
Bryan’s life. Bryan suffered a heart attack at a Gladewater 
Rotary Club meeting.             Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Education Foundation of Gladewater’s 

grants have been primarily funded through the 
two annual auctions that have been held. The 
2020 auction raised approximately $30,000 
with a huge $50,000 leap in 2021. The EFG’s 
mission is to support instructional innovation 
and creativity in the classroom by funding ed-
ucational grants submitted by Gladewater ISD 
faculty and staff. 

The teachers of GISD strive to add engaging 
curriculum and learning tools to classrooms, 
but budget constraints at times limit purchase. 
By supporting Giddy Up & Give 2021, Bear 
Nation supporters help teachers develop richer 
learning environments for their students. The 

Gladewater EFG grants elevate classroom curriculum
Weldon Elementary 
music teacher A.J. 
Meals was awarded an 
$871.94 grant for his 
“Music to My Ears” 
project. Education 
F o u n d a t i o n  o f 
Gladewater members 
presenting the check 
were Katie Ellis, Jesse 
Hawkins, Todd Clifton, 
Frankie Alexander, 
Lois Reed and Mandy 
Wood.  

Courtesy Photo
(See more photos inside)

goal is to work in partnership with GISD and the 
community to create a premier school district. 
Honorariums and memorials are also a dedicated 
method of donation.

To learn more about the foundation go to: 
www.educationfoundationgladewater.org/giving 
or email: efgladewater@yahoo.com. EFG Board 
members are President Jesse Hawkins, Vice 
President/Event Chair Katie Ellis, Secretary Cori 
Arvelo, Treasurer Todd Clifton, Parliamentarian 
Cathy Shipp, and members Lois Reed, Christian 
Allen, Mandy Wood, Suzanne Bardwell, Lynn 
Ann Williams, Margie Collins, Darren Richard-
son, Jon Keller, Mark Carpenter, John Ussery, 
Scott Owens, Sam Cloud, Frankie Alexander, 
Jamie Cook and Sedric Clark, ex officio member.

2021 will soon be over, unfortunately COVID-19 remains a fixture 
that is expected to plow its way into 2022 in some form or fashion.

East Texans continue to navigate life during a nearly two-year 
pandemic, the number of new cases of COVID-19 rose during the 
last week of 2021 to 51,479, an increase of 41% from the previous 
week, according to the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns Hopkins 
University. The number of new deaths dropped to 266, a decrease of 
44%, however. Researchers have said that while the omicron variant 
is more contagious than the delta variant that sparked the last wave, 
its symptoms thus far are not as severe. 

The good news is the number of Texans who are fully vaccinated 
stood at 16.36 million as of Sunday, which is 56.1% of the state’s 
population. In addition, 4.35 million of the state’s residents have 
received an additional dose, according to DSHS.

Snowmageddon was the other big story in 2021. Its hard to believe 
East Texas was slammed with single-digit temperatures in February 
when the last week  of December 2021 has highs in the upper 70s and 
lower 80s. But we did get slammed - and pretty bad.

The City of Gladewater suffered major water issues - pipes bursting 
and water plant equipment freezing - just like the rest of Texas. But 
city officials and volunteers rose to the challenge and got cases of 
water and blankets to those in need over several days as the winter 
blast thawed and a sense of normalcy resumed.

Gladewater residents went to the polls in 2021 and approved a 

measure to give the Gladewater Economic Development Corp. more 
flexibility when it comes to helping the city grow. Voters also saw some 
changes on the city council as former councilman Dennis Robertson 
returned to the council. And as 2021 came to a close there was a push 
on to ask voters to approve liquor-by-the-drink. That measure may 
be on the May 2022 ballot.

The Gladewater Education Foundation found 2021 to be a very good 
year as donations from its fundraiser auction raised more than $80,000.

The eight-decade old Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo resumed in 2021 
after a 1-year   hiatus due to COVID concerns. And with its return 
came an added bonus as Miss Gladewater Rodeo competition was 
revived after a 30-year absence. Sierra Blankenship won the crown.

Also making a comeback in 2021 was the annual Gusher Days Fes-
tival, the July 4th fireworks celebration at Lake Gladewater, Holiday 
Open House and the annual Christmas Parade. All these had fallen to 
COVID in 2020 and had to be canceled or postponed.

We hope you all have a great 2022 and we offer up all the 2021 
front pages of the Mirror - Gladewater’s keeper of local history - for 
you to review and enjoy.

EXTRA...EXTRA...EXTRA
STARTING NEXT WEEK THE 
PAPER WILL MOVE FROM 

WEDNESDAY TO THURSDAY
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OPINION/EDITORIALOPINION/EDITORIAL

The latest jobs report for Tex-
as is replete with good news. 
November data shows strength 
across the economy and a new re-
cord for total state employment. 
In less than two years, Texas has 
completely overcome the devas-
tating loss of about 1.5 million 
jobs that occurred in early 2020.

For November, Texas added 
75,100 jobs, the eighteenth gain 
in the last 19 months, and the un-
employment rate has dropped to 
5.2%. There are now almost 13.0 
million nonagricultural jobs in 
the state. Topping pre-pandemic 
employment levels this quickly 
is quite impressive.

One noteworthy aspect of 
the increase is that it represents 
nearly 36% of the national gain 
for the month (210,000 net new 
jobs). Other significant increases 
occurred in Florida (up 51,100) 
and California (45,700).

It is also notable that every 
major industry group expanded 
during the month. In the past, 
we’ve seen periods where gains 
in some segments of the econo-

Getting Ahead ...
my were offset by drops in oth-
ers. The COVID-19 uncertainty 
and measures required to slow 
the spread caused extreme vol-
atility in sectors such as travel, 
retail, and energy. There were 
times when the state added jobs 
in retail, while core groups such 
as manufacturing or construction 
retrenched. In November, expan-
sion emerged across the board.

Additionally, this very positive 
report comes just as the energy 
sector is beginning to ramp up. 
Employment in mining and 
logging (which is virtually all 
oil- and gas-related in Texas) 
was up 3,700 for the month. 
When you consider all of the 
linkages across the state, energy 
accounts for 13-14% of business 

activity in normal times. As re-
covery continues with additional 
rigs added every week (275 as 
of December 17), the positive 
patterns in the industry should 
lead to additional gains across 
a broad spectrum of businesses 
and communities.

There are still risks to reckon 
with, both short-term and long-
term. A major surge in serious 
COVID-19 cases could certainly 
slow progress (a particular vul-
nerability as the spread of the 
omicron variant accelerates), and 
the lingering supply chain issues 
will dampen growth in specific 
industries at times. Long-term 
Texas challenges include ensur-
ing an adequate workforce for 
the future through enhancing 

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST
educational quality and access, 
providing adequate infrastruc-
ture, and assuring inclusiveness.

On balance, however, the state 
is well positioned to be among 
the stellar performers. The Texas 
economy is diverse, with a strong 
and varied base of production 
categories as well as ongoing 
emergence in advanced manu-
facturing and other technology 
sectors. The Lone Star State also 
has a favorable cost structure and 
premier economic development 
programs.

There’s indeed a lot to like 
in the most recent jobs report. 
As we enter the final weeks of 
the year, the Texas economy is 
hitting on all cylinders.

 Stay safe!

SEXUAL IMMORALITY
We read in 1 Cor. 6: 18: “Flee sexual immorality. Every sin a man does is outside the 

body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.” Also, in Heb. 13: 
4 the writer says: “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled, but fornicators 
and adulterers God will judge.” Sexual immorality is a unique sin that degrades one’s very 
being, and offends God.

   The prevalence of adultery, fornication, homosexuality, lesbianism, living together 
without marriage, pedophilia, pornography, and such like, have become descriptive of a 
culture that has been sucked into the vortex of sexual disorder and confusion. “Barnyard 
morality,” or better yet, “Barnyard immorality,” is slowly but surely becoming the order of 
the day! The abandonment of moral foundations that are clearly laid out in God’s Word, is 
resulting in a plethora of sexually deviant actions. The result of psychological, emotional, 
spiritual, and physical havoc on individuals involved, and on society at large, is clearly 
seen. Yes, there is a high price to be paid for sexual immorality. One said: “The wicked are 
punished now not so much FOR their sin as they are BY their sin.” 

   What is the remedy for the plague of sexual immorality? First Corinthians 6: 18 says 
FLEE! Titus 2: 11-12 says: Deny oneself or just say NO! But if you do not understand that, 
Joseph, is our example. When Potiphar’s wife did her best to seduce him to commit adultery 
with her, he said: “You are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God?” Joseph then literally FLED! (Gen. 39). I am pleading for a return to God’s moral 
standard: “FLEE SEXUAL IMMORALITY”!  The New Testament in Modern English by J. 
B. Phillips says: “Avoid sexual looseness like the plague”! Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

Gary Borders Gary Borders 
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…from dark to spark
I want to write a ‘feel good’ column about that post-Christmas glow 

we should all have, but it is hard to do. So let’s just deal with the nitty 
gritty. Many of you are in a dark place. And if you aren’t now, you 
have been, or will be, struggling with the holidays.

When we were children Christmas was magical. When we were 
young families and striving to please, we juggled holidays with stress 
and anticipation. Now we juggle time. And often we find there just 
isn’t enough…never enough.

This Christmas my daughter-in-heart experienced her first without 
her much loved Dad who died from COVID a few months ago. Her 
Mom and sister joined us for our family Christmas Eve dinner and 
presents, but Jim’s parents were ill and couldn’t come. There was 
sadness all the way around with everyone doing the best they could.

On Christmas Day my sweetheart, our son and I took dinner and 
gifts to Jim’s folks and tried to stir the embers of Christmas spirit. 
Then I packed to head to West Texas at the crack of dawn on Sunday 
to see my Mom, my brother and his family. My sister-in-law and 
brother now have their time consumed with caring for Mom who at 
94 is just flat worn out. 

For the first time, for the first Christmas in my life, I didn’t see that 
‘glow’ in many of the people I love. I did my best to stir the Christmas 
coals with special gifts. Everyone in my family makes fun of my 
abundance of sometimes unusual gifts selected very carefully for each 
person. Instead of gifts, if I could open Santa’s magic bag and pass 
out miracles, it would be for healing of hearts and bodies, clarity of 
thought, and joy once more…and most of all time. The one thing we 
are so very good at letting slip away from us.

My Christmas spirit is fueled by memories of Christmases across 
the years of my life. This year a new memory of a special gift from 
my sweetheart fed that spirit. It wasn’t the fact that he replaced my 
favorite Disney purse that touched my heart. I had given that much 
loved purse to a 6-year old because her mother said she would love 
it. And before you think too highly of my sacrifice, I have to admit it 
had become a bit worn.

This purse which is no longer sold in stores, somehow, some way 
through the magic of Santa’s World Wide Web, my elf honey found 
one that was new. Shiny tears trailed down my face when I opened 

the gift. Not because my favorite purse was replaced, but because 
it took great effort to do so. And that dear readers and neighbors 
is at the heart of Christmas…gifts of love require effort, time and 
sometimes sacrifice.

I am writing this after driving seven and a half hours to celebrate 
Christmas once again with my Mom. Bless her precious heart, she 
thought Jim and our son and daughter-in-heart would be with me. She 
thought the whole family would be together like we used to be. The 
truth I live by is that we are…together…even when there are empty 
chairs at the table. We are bound together forever by love. Love is 
indeed the ‘tie that binds’.

It is a tie that runs from a manger to a Cross through generations. 
Sometimes we need to remember that our hearts only break where 
there is great love. That great love will also heal and fill us. It will take 
the tiny spark of the Christmas glow and build it into a fire filled with 
memories of joy and the desire to create new memories, sometimes 
very different from those of our much loved past.

So, whether you are nursing a spark, basking in the glow, or simply 
struggling to get through and past the holidays, know that you are 
stronger than you think. You are a miracle meant to share the gift of 
you with those around you.

Every Christmas, Brian Odom, a former student of mine who was 
my 2010 high school yearbook editor sends me a text that reads:  “You 
can only take with you that which you have given away”. The quote 
is from my favorite movie, “It’s a Wonderful Life”. A simple text, 
a gift, that I have received for the last 11 years. The first time was 
three weeks before losing my John Wayne of a Dad. Each year that 
quote has touched my heart in a different way, but I always embrace 
the fact that this life is meant for living, giving, laughter, love and 
joy….and sadness? Well, that is often just a reflection of what has 
come before which was so very wonderful.

Capital Highlights Week of Dec. 27 - 31
State steps up DUI enforcement during holidays
The Texas Department of Transportation has kicked off its statewide 

“Drive Sober. No Regrets” drunk driving prevention program for the 
holidays. Throughout the month, TxDOT has released videos of peo-
ple who deal with the daily consequences of driving while impaired, 
either as an offender or survivor.

The stories and facts about drunk driving can be found at Sober-
Rides.org.

“It is our hope that these moving, first-hand accounts will encourage 
all of us to make the right choice and not ever drive after drinking or 
doing anything that can alter our judgment,” said TxDOT Executive 
Director Marc Williams. “We don’t want to turn a happy time of year 
into one that could be marked by tragic loss caused by someone’s poor 
decision to drink and drive.” 

During the December holiday season last year, there were 2,462 
DUI-alcohol related traffic accidents, killing 93 people and seriously 
injuring 215.

Texas to distribute additional 
$123.3 million in ed funding

The state will invest an additional $123.3 million in federal funds 
provided through pandemic relief legislation.

“The state of Texas remains committed to students and their success 
in our education systems — that includes ensuring parents have an 
option to send their kids to a high-quality charter school and provid-
ing direct support to families with children who have special needs,” 
Gov. Greg Abbott said.

This final round of funding includes money for students with severe 
cognitive disabilities; charter school grants; financial aid for nursing 
students; short-term credential training for front-line health care work-
ers; initiatives to improve student enrollment and retention; financial 
aid programs for higher education; cybersecurity enhancement; and 
aid for those seeking commercial driver license training. 

“For some of our most at-risk students, this significant new round 
of funding will prioritize getting families across Texas direct access to 
special education and other targeted supplemental services to support 
their children’s varied educational needs,” said Mike Morath, Texas 
education commissioner.

More funding for Operation Lone Star
The state’s Public Safety Office has awarded an additional $38.4 

million in funding to cities and counties along the Texas-Mexico 
border for law enforcement efforts. That amount doubles the funding 
provided for those counties since last March.

The funding is for specialized law enforcement equipment, labor 
costs including overtime, construction of additional communication 
towers and increased jail capacity and travel costs for law enforcement 
personnel from non-border counties that provide assistance.

“This additional funding will strengthen our response to the bor-
der crisis and ensure our law enforcement and local partners have 
the resources they need to keep our communities safe in the federal 
government’s absence,” Abbott said.

COVID-19 cases spike; omicron variant spreads
As Texans continue to navigate life during a nearly two-year pan-

demic, the number of new cases of COVID-19 rose during the past 
week to 51,479, an increase of 41% from the previous week, according 
to the Coronavirus Resource Center at Johns Hopkins University. The 
number of new deaths dropped to 266, a decrease of 44%, however. 
Researchers have said that while the omicron variant is more conta-
gious than the delta variant that sparked the last wave, its symptoms 
thus far are not as severe. 

The number of lab-confirmed hospitalizations of COVID-19 pa-
tients stayed at about the same level as the previous week, with 3,376  
reported by the Texas Department of State Health Services.

The number of Texans who are fully vaccinated stood at 16.36 
million as of Sunday, which is 56.1% of the state’s population. In 
addition, 4.35 million of the state’s residents have received an addi-
tional dose, according to DSHS.
Gary Borders is a veteran award-winning Texas journalist. He 

published a number of community newspapers in Texas during 
a 30-year span, including in Longview, Fort Stockton, Nacog-
doches and Cedar Park. Email: gborders@texaspress.com.

WE’RE MOVING
STARTING NEXT WEEK THE GLADEWATER MIRROR WILL MOVE FROM A WEDNESDAY EDITION TO A 
THURSDAY EDITION. THAT MEANS YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR PAPER IN THE MAIL ON THURSDAY.
WE ARE CHANGING PRINTING PLANTS AND THIS REQUIRES US TO MOVE OUR  PUBLICATION DAY.

WE APRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION WHILE WE MAKE THIS MOVE.

EXTRA...EXTRA...EXTRAEXTRA...EXTRA...EXTRA
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See your helpful 
hardware folks at... Bailey's �fCE 
Store hours: Gladewater, TX Mon-Fri 
Sat 

7:00-7:00 
8:00-6:00 
1 :00-5:00 903.845.5787 Sun 

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist• 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist• 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist• 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 First 

Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 Friendship 
Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 Gladeview 

Baptist• 903-845-3842 Gladewater 
Missionary Baptist• 903-845-517 4 Grace 

Baptist• 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist• 903-845-517 4 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist• 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist• 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist• 903-845-4894 
Joy Baptist• 903-790-4978 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
North Loop Church of Christ• 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Chtist • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa's Catholic Church• 903-845-2306 
CHARISMA TIC 

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran• 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First United Methodist Church • 903-845-2565 
McCrary's Chapel United Methodist 

FUNERAL HOME 
(903) 845-2155

croley _gwater_fh@yahoo.com 
401 N. Center St. (off Main St., Hwy 271) 

Mail: P.O. Box 706 • Gladewater, TX 75647 

Since 1936 
300 Hwy. 80 East 

Gladewater 
903.845.2222 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX 

903-845-2171
www .fbcgladewater.org 

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER 
SUNDAY - 10: 15 Morning Worship 

Get your message out for 
just $12/week 

Call 
903-845-2235

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Stanville Methodist• 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist• 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 

Grace Tabemade • 903-309-8801 
PENTECOSTAL 

First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 
Northside Pentecostal 

Abundant Ute Temple UP. C. • 903-845-6043 
Southern Pentecostal Church (Stanville) PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyte1ian • 903-845-2905 
OTHER 

Stanville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3205 
Friendship Community Church 

Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195 

St. James Missionary Baptist Church 
Jooiinn  uuss  eeaacchh  Weeddnneessddaayy  aatt  6::  330  ppmm  ffoorr  

ABBF//SBBF  aanndd  7::1155  ppmm  ffoorr  BBiibllee  Sttuuddyy  aanndd  
eeaacchh  Suunnddaayy  aatt  9  aamm.. 

2800 W. Commerce Street 
Gladewater, Texas 75647 

903-845-5028

America's · . 

Hwy. 80 
Gladewater, TX 

903.845.2559 
Drive•ln. We don't start coo kin' ti I we hear from you! 

Unforgettable QX-FMI 
The greatest music of the 40s, !50s, 60s & 
70's as well as today's really cool musicians( 

You'll hear Dean Martin; Frank Sinatra; 

��t0�j���re���;�e:;M�ie�i6i��:nK��i1t
Buddy Holly; The Beatles; Bobby Darrin; 

The Tijuana Brass; John Denver; Peter, Paul & 
Mary; ond hundreds of other 

fovorite.s. 

(903) 643-7711 FM 
r-t·'s -the music you grew up wi-th! ... LISTEN! 

Grace Baptist Church 
212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Morning Service 11 a.m. 
Evening Service 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer and Bible Study 

903-845-6440

Pastor Jim Withers 
www.gbcgladewater.org

Full Gospel Fellowship 
Gladewater Revival Church 

700 p.m. 

Living Hope Fellowship• 903-261-2023 
Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 

Union Temple CME Church• 903-845-1050 

Black Dog Designs and Builders 
Commercial and Residential Construction, 

remodeling and repair. 35 years experience. 
Excellent Reputation and References.Contact: 

Black Dog Gallery/Designs 

903-663-0936

Get your business noticed here! Just $12/week Call 903-845-2235

Download the FREE 
Gladewater Mirror 

Mobile App TODAY!
@ Gladewater360.com

Your News, Your Way

The Gladewater Garden 
Club held its annual 
Christmas luncheon 
last Monday at First 
C h r i s t i a n  C h u r c h 
with entertainment 
b y  N a n c y  H o l l y 
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y 
Happy Cabbage owner 
Phillip Phelps on piano. 
The event was hosted 
by Michelle Askew, 
Anja Morris, Nancy 
Holly, Phyllis Bethune 
and Janie Bal lard 
w i th  24  members 
in at tendance.  An 
ornament exchange 
between members 
and Manna House 
Toy Drive donations 
were also a part of the 
celebration.    
   

Courtesy Photo

Dean Hanssen director of the backpack supplemen-
tal community food program reports that for the fall 
semester three schools Gladewater Primary School, 
Weldon Elementary and Union Grove Elementary are 
being served. 

For the fall semester 136 children have received food 
in their backpacks weekly for a total of 1,928 meals at 
a cost of $7,448.65.

“That is just over three tons of food,” Hanssen said. 
“In September our food cost went from $3.65 per meal 
to $4.44 per meal. We have no administrative costs, no 
salaries and no delivery fees.”

Hanssen says that all financial donations go direct-
ly to providing food for children. Donations may be 
mailed to First United Methodist Church, Backpack 

Program, P.O. Box 1167, Gladewater, 75647 
or donations ma be sent to the East Texas Food 
Bank, 3201 Robertson Road, Tyler, 75701 with 
notation on check memo space that it is to be 
dedicated to the Gladewater Backpack program, 
agency #1277b.

“We want to give special thanks to all of our 
teachers, counselors and volunteers who help 
deliver to the schools giving freely of their time 
to serve others,” Hanssen said. 

“We also appreciate your financial help in this 
much needed ministry. We pray for God’s bless-
ings during this Christmas time for you and your 
families, for our great volunteers and especially 
the kids and their families that we serve.”

Backpack food program needs help
MARSHA GAYLE VALDETERO

Marsha Gayle Valdetero, 74, passed away December 27, 
2021.  She was born on January 20, 1947 in Gladewater, 
Texas to the late Phillip and Irene Hollifield Matlock.  
Marsha married Charles Robert Valdetero on December 
31, 1970.

Marsha worked for the Gladewater Chamber of Com-
merce for many years and was involved in several of the 
activities that were hosted by the community of Gladewa-
ter.  She was a member of the Church of Christ.

She is survived by her son and his wife, Shawn and 
Jane Valdetero; her daughter and her husband, Larissa and 
Ben Wages; her grandchildren, Bridgette Valdetero, Jakob 
Valdetero, Daisy Marsh, Danica Marsh, Savannah Wages 
and Jacob Wages; as well as her nieces and nephews.

Marsha is preceded in death by her husband, Charles 
Robert, as well as her parents.

Visitation is scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 30,  5:30-7:30 
at Croleys Funeral Home in Gladewater. Funeral services 
will be held on Friday, December 31, 2021, at 10  a.m. at 
Croley Funeral Home in Gladewater.  

CHRISTOPHER
 JONATHAN WEAVER

Christopher Jonathan Weaver, age 46 of 
Emory, passed away on Wednesday, De-
cember 1, 2021, in Greenville. Christopher, 
known as CJ to all who knew and loved him, 

was  born  on 
May 23, 1975, 
to Dean Hen-
ry Weaver and 
Arietta Eleanor 
Weaver at the 
Naval Hospi-
tal in Jackson-
ville, Florida. 
CJ grew up in 
and graduated 
from Gladewa-
ter High School, 
and Kilgore Col-
lege. He was a 

police officer who loved music, and of 
course, The Dallas Cowboys!

He is survived by his loving Mother, 
Arietta “Miss Sue” Weaver, his Sister and 
Brother-in-law, Tammy and Steve Parker, 
numerous nieces, nephews, great nieces and 
great nephews.

CJ is preceded in death by his Paternal 
Grandparents Charles Weaver and Arlene 
Weaver. His Maternal Grandparents Roy Eu-
gene Marks and Adolfine Marie Steinbrenner 
Marks. His father, Dean Henry Weaver, and 
his Brother Dean Henry “Boo” Weaver Jr.

The family will receive friends at CJ’s 
Celebration of Life service, held Wednesday, 
December 29, 2021, at 5 p.m. in the BlueBryd 
Room in Gladewater. In lieu of flowers, the 
family asks that you consider making dona-
tions to your favorite charity.
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Senator Bryan Hughes, along with Governor Greg Abbott, addressed 
a coalition in East Texas regarding his filing of Senate Bill 12 to 
protect Texans’ right of free speech.  Senator Hughes issued the 

following statement on the collusion by Big 
Technology companies to stifle free speech:

 “Americans are seeing an explicit and 
increasingly intense attack on free speech 
by Big Tech giants such as Facebook 
and Twitter.  These sites have become 
the modern public square, wielding 
unprecedented power over public discourse 
without being subject to traditional 
safeguards for individual voices.   I filed 
SB12 to prevent social media companies 
from discriminating against users based 
on their social or political viewpoint, to 
allow Texans who are wrongly silenced 

to quickly get back online, and to hold these enormously powerful 
companies accountable for their overt political favoritism.

 Online censorship by these companies has meant the throttling, 
banning, and in some cases the deletion of countless Texans who 
merely attempted to express their points of view online. Remarkably, 
these tech giants will reflexively bend the knee to woke-ism and even 
the Chinese Communist Party, yet they cannot muster the courage 
to tolerate online speech that questions their narrow and misguided 
world view.

 Big Tech is about to learn that Texans are a free and independent 
people, and we are not accustomed to yielding to bullies.”

GISD Supt. Sedric Clark received his Doctor of Education 
in Educational Leadership degree Saturday from Louisi-
ana Tech University in Ruston, Louisiana. His disserta-
tion concerned the impact of block scheduling on student 
achievement, graduation rate and attendance at the high 
School level. His research found there was no significant 
statistical difference between the performance of students 
on block schedules and those on a regular schedule.
Dr. Clark was named GISD Superintendent in 2017. At that 
time he had finished all of his post graduate work for the 
degree except his comprehensive exam and his disserta-
tion.
“I completed comps in the fall quarter of 2017 and took the 
next two years off to focus on learning how to be GISD’s 
superintendent,” Dr. Clark said. “I resumed my studies 
during the fall quarter of 2019 and began work on my dis-
sertation. I successfully defended it on Nov. 19, 2020. I 
would not have been able to do this without the guidance 
from my major professor Dr. Bryan L. McCoy, and support 
from my wife, family and friends.”
Dr. Clark said that he pursued the advanced degree be-
cause he wanted to get the terminal degree in his field 
and to enhance his candidacy for the position of super-
intendent.
“The Gladewater Board of Trustees took a chance on me 
four years ago when I didn’t have it,” Clark said. “In an 
attempt not to betray the trust they put in me, I essentially 
took two years off from pursuing the degree to learn as 
much as I could as soon as I could about being superin-
tendent. I believe in seeing things through and was con-
sistently inspired by the faith that my wife, family, friends 
and the GISD Board that I would finish.”  Courtesy Photo

Carleigh Paige Judd of Union Grove was crowned as the 83rd Yam Queen this past weekend at the Gilmer Civic Cen-
ter. Queen Judd represented the Gilmer Rotary Club. She is the daughter of Mike and Carrie Judd and is the grand-
daughter of Mrs. Sue Stebbins and the late Dick Stebbins, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Judd Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Keith Kilgore 
and Mr. and Mrs. Larry Feurt. 
Carleigh is a proud Union Grove Lion where she is the captain of the championship varsity basketball and volleyball 
teams, class vice-president, FFA secretary, Fellowship of Christian Athletes and National Honor Society member. She 
attends First United Methodist Church in Gilmer. She plans to declare a college major that will enable her to purse a 
career as a pharmacist.                Courtesy Photo

Gov. lifts mask mandate 
What does that mean for you?

HUGHES

Sen. Hughes files ‘Freedom 
From Censorship Act’

Daylight saving time Daylight saving time 
will begin at 2 AM Sunday, will begin at 2 AM Sunday, 
March 14. Spring forward, set March 14. Spring forward, set 
your clocks ahead one hour. This is a your clocks ahead one hour. This is a 
great time to change smoke alarm batteries.great time to change smoke alarm batteries.

Starting today (March 10) Gov. Greg Abbott’s executive order to 
lift the mask mandate and open Texas to 100 percent takes affect.

Abbott said the announcement “doesn’t abandon safe practices that 
Texans have mastered over the past year. Instead, it’s a reminder that 
each person has a role to play in their own personal safety and  the 
safety of others.

“With this executive order, we are ensuring that all businesses and 
families in Texas have the freedom to determine their own destiny.”

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp shared the following concerning what 
Texas Gov. Abbott’s recent lifting of the statewide mask mandate next 
Wednesday means for you here in Gladewater:

As most are aware, Gov. Abbott will be lifting the mask mandate 
effective March 10th and Texas will also be 100% open on this date.

What lifting the mask mandate means to us is:
Mayor Shipp said - “An individual may choose to continue to wear 

a mask or not while in public.
“A business owner may choose to require that its employees and 

patrons continue to wear a mask or not.
“A local government may choose to require that citizens entering 

public buildings need to continue to wear a mask or not.
“At this time, Gladewater City Hall will continue to ask citizens to 

wear masks while at City Hall.
“While the mask mandate is being lifted and vaccines are being 

administered, the City of Gladewater still encourages citizens to 
continue the practice of wearing masks until there is a larger national 
consensus among the medical community on lifting this practice.  
However, it is your choice.   PLEASE be respectful of one another’s 
choices.  We are in this TOGETHER.”

Gladewater ISD officials said they plan to continue with their current 
plan and require masks until the end of this school year. At that time 
they will review the situation and come up with a workable plan for 
the next school year.

The Texas Department of State Health Services late last week  
notified all vaccine providers that they should immediately include 
school and child care workers in vaccine administration.

The DSHS received a letter from the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services directing states to expand eligibility to include people 
who work in school and child care operations. The federal directive 
defined the people eligible as “those who work in pre-primary, primary, 
and secondary schools, as well as Head Start and Early Head Start 
programs (including teachers, staff, and bus drivers) and those who 
work as or for licensed child care providers, including center-based 
and family care providers.”

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp and Gene Kennon of 
Republic Services joined other East Texans and 
East Texas Chambers of Commerce in Austin last 
week at the annual  East Texas Coalition. It gave 
local leaders a chance to visit with local  state leg-
islators like Rep. Jay Dean and State Senator Byran 
Hughes to discuss discussing a wide range of chal-
lenges and opportunities facing our communities. 

Annual banquet March 25
The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s annual awards banquet 

will be held March 25 at the Gladewater Former Students Building, 
2509 Hendricks St., starting at 6 p.m.

Last year’s banquet was canceled due to COVID-19 restrictions, 
so this year’s event will feature awards - Man of the Year, Woman of 
the Year, Business of the Year, and others - for both 2019 and 2020. 

Tumbleweed Smith, creator and producer of “The Sound of Texas” 
one of the longest running syndicated radio programs in Texas, will 
be the feature speaker.

Seating is limited due to CDC guidelines - six people to a table 
instead of the usual eight - so call the chamber soon at 903 845-5501 
to reserve your table.

Continued on Page 3

Wednesday, March 17, 2021                             Vol. 93, No. 11                            1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

AUSTIN – The Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) is 
stepping up enforcement efforts as traffic picks up for spring break. 
DPS Texas Highway Patrol Troopers will increase traffic enforcement 
as part of Operation CARE (Crash Awareness and Reduction Effort) 
from March 13 through March 21, including St. Patrick’s Day. 

“Spring break can be a time of fun, but we want the people of 
Texas, and visitors to our state, to enjoy themselves responsibly,” said 
DPS Director Steven McCraw. “The public can help our Troopers 
by driving safely and obeying traffic laws. DPS will join other law 
enforcement agencies in patrolling our highways to help keep them 
safe from reckless drivers or anyone who is not following the law.”

Troopers will be looking for intoxicated drivers, speeders, people 
not wearing their seat belts and other violations. During the 2020 
Spring Break enforcement effort, DPS Troopers issued more than 
59,000 citations and warnings, including 5,580 speeding citations and 
824 seat belt and child seat violations. Troopers also made 398 driving 
while intoxicated arrests, 315 fugitive arrests and 175 felony arrests. 

In order to encourage everyone to have a fun and safe holiday, DPS 
offers the following tips:

Don’t drink and drive. If you plan to have alcohol outside of your 
home, designate a driver or take alternate transportation.

Move Over or Slow Down for police, fire, EMS, Texas Department 
of Transportation vehicles and tow trucks stopped on the side of the 
road with emergency lights activated. Show the same courtesy to 
fellow drivers who are stopped.

Slow down, especially in bad weather, heavy traffic, unfamiliar 
areas or construction zones.

Buckle up everyone in the vehicle — it’s the law.
Eliminate distractions while driving, including the use of mobile 

devices. Texas law prohibits the use of portable wireless devices to 
read, write or send an electronic message unless the vehicle is stopped. 
Also, if you’re using a navigation device or app, have a passenger 
operate it so you can keep your eyes on the road.

If you can Steer It, Clear It. If you are involved in a non-injury 
crash and your vehicle can be moved, clear the traffic lanes. On some 
highways, if you don’t move your vehicle when it’s safe to do so, it’s 
against the law.

Don’t drive fatigued — allow plenty of time to reach your 
destination.

Monitor weather and road conditions wherever you are traveling. 
For road conditions and closures in Texas, visit Drive Texas.

Union Grove’s Sabetay Fernandez won first place in the 800m(2:07:23) and Kole Burns 
placed 2nd (2:09:44) at last week’s Sabine Cardinal Relays.

Photo by Chris Jones

Legislation backed by casino giant would allow casinos, sports gambling in Texas
Texas Tribune

Two Texas lawmakers last week filed legislation backed by the 
gaming empire Las Vegas Sands that would legalize casino gambling 
in Texas.

The legislation was filed by Rep. John Kuempel, R-Seguin, in 
the House and Sen. Carol Alvarado, D-Houston, in the Senate. Rep. 
Toni Rose, D-Dallas, was later added as a joint author on the House 
proposal.

The proposals would create special casino licenses for four 
“destination resorts” in the state’s four largest metropolitan areas: 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Houston, San Antonio and Austin. At the same 
time, it would establish a Texas Gaming Commission to regulate the 
casinos, tax table games and slot machines and separately legalize 
sports betting.

The legislation would require amending the Texas Constitution, 
which currently bans most gaming in Texas. That is only possible 

with a two-thirds vote of lawmakers in both chambers, and then voter 
approval in the November election.

Kuempel is the vice chair of the House Licensing and Administrative 
Procedures Committee, which oversees industries regulated by the 
state, including current gaming options. Alvarado, meanwhile, chairs 
the Senate Democratic Caucus.

Las Vegas Sands, founded by the late GOP megadonor Sheldon 
Adelson, has spent the past few months building a massive push 
at the Capitol, spending millions of dollars to hire nearly six dozen 
lobbyists. The bill-filing deadline for the biennial legislative session, 
which got underway in January, is Friday.

“We appreciate the work of the bill’s sponsors and we are excited 
to engage in further discussion with elected leaders and community 
stakeholders on the possibilities for expanding Texas’ tourism 
offerings through destination resorts,” Andy Abboud, Las Vegas Sands 
senior vice president, said in a statement.

The legislation is consistent with the vision that Las Vegas Sands 

The John Ben Shepperd 
Historical marker, which stood 
for years outside the Capital 
One Bank on Main Street has a 
new home - it was moved to 116 
W. Pacific, the location of the 
Gladewater Museum. 

A formal dedication ceremony 
will be held at 10 a.m. on April 3. 

The marker was placed in the 
garden of the bank in 1992 and 
honors Gladewater native son 
John Ben Shepperd, who was 
elected to the Gregg County 
Commissioners Court in 1946 
at the age of 30, then in 1950 he 
was appointed Texas Secretary 
of State by then-Governor Allan 
Shivers.

Two years later he was elected 
Texas Attorney General,  a 
position to which he was re-
elected in 1954. He was also 
elected president of the National 
Association of Attorneys General 
in 1956.

 The museum is now the home 

Unveiling of Shepperd marker set for April 3

of the John Ben Shepperd exhibit 
and his marker. The exhibit and 
the marker honor his life and his 
extensive accomplishments.

The Gladewater Museum and 
the Gregg County Historical 

Commission would like to thank 
Gary Boyd, former Precinct 
3 Commissioner and current 
commissioner Floyd Wingo for 
helping relocate the historical 
marker.

Visitors who have been waiting for Mrs. Lee’s Daffodil Garden to reopen will have to wait until 2022. The 816 acre tract 
of land hosts millions of daffodils scattered over 28 acres. Normally Mother Nature determines when and how long the 
garden is open to the public, but February’s winter blast of snow and ice in February have taken its toll on the flowers. 
According to an announcement on the garden’s answering machine, 90-percent of the flowers are without blooms, 
leaving the popular tourist attraction closed for the second year in a row. To hear the announcement call 903-845-5780.
So how did Mrs. Lee’s Daffodil Garden come about?
Helen Lee loved her land so much she transformed it into a budding paradise, converting a gravel pits into a 5-acre 
lake and a 3-acre pond. Both of these were stocked with bass, perch, and catfish, while surrounded by abundant wild-
life of all kinds, some of which were deer, wild turkey, all types of birds, snakes, and bobcats.  Mrs. Lee purchased an 
entire boxcar load of daffodil bulbs from Holland and they were all planted by approximately 40 workers. To add to the 
setting, Mrs. Lee had a one room pioneer log cabin replica constructed in 1954. It rests overlooking the 3-acre pond 
named Lake Josephine, after her mother. This is where she enjoyed spending quiet time with her flowers and nature.  
Mrs. Lee died in July of 1984 and at her request the garden was opened to the public each spring, Approximately 
2,500-6,000 visitors enjoy the gardens each year.          File photo By Suzanne Bardwell

mrs. lee’smrs. lee’s
garden is garden is 
CLOSED ... CLOSED ... 

Continued on Page 3
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East Texas Regional 
Airport to receive $1M 
in COVID Relief Funds
 
East Texas Regional Airport was awarded two federal grants 

totaling $1,015,044 in relief funds following the economic distress 
caused by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, U.S. Sen. John Cornyn 
announced Monday. The funding, which was appropriated by 
Congress in December as part of the Coronavirus Relief and Response 
Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act, comes through the U.S. 
Department of Transportation.

 “As we look to turn the corner on this deadly pandemic, it’s critical 
that Texas airports are given every resource they need to handle 
the coming increase in travel,” Sen. Cornyn said. “I applaud this 
announcement that will benefit the health and well-being of travelers 
in Gregg County.”

One grant for  $1,009,227 provides economic relief funds for costs 
related to operations, personnel, cleaning, sanitization, janitorial 
services, debt service payments, and combating the spread of 
pathogens at the airport.  

A second grant worth $5,817 provides economic relief from 
rent and minimum annual guarantees to on-airport car rental, on-
airport parking, and in-terminal concessions located at primary 
airports.  

City trash pick-up change  

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $5,291.78 $5,131.96 3.11% $17,523.97 $14,725.84 19.00%
Easton 1.000% $3,777.70 $2,574.98 46.70% $10,318.35 $10,281.92 0.35%
Gladewater 1.500% $84,438.88 $91,151.49 -7.36% $279,767.99 $331,789.85 -15.67%
Kilgore 1.500% $546,310.41 $627,353.27 -12.91% $1,774,046.22 $2,108,196.07 -15.85%
Lakeport 1.500% $17,794.74 $16,536.83 7.60% $55,139.62 $50,183.09 9.87%
Longview 1.500% $2,519,508.46 $2,433,569.86 3.53% $9,062,804.44 $8,951,206.90 1.24%
Warren City 1.000% $1,268.54 $1,262.22 0.50% $4,099.42 $4,689.27 -12.57%
White Oak 1.500% $84,823.01 $82,318.46 3.04% $276,249.23 $266,651.77 3.59%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $19,737.67 $16,658.58 18.48% $65,464.81 $52,917.10 23.71%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,297.13 $2,908.15 13.37% $12,209.94 $11,458.68 6.55%
Gilmer 1.500% $162,883.88 $150,754.18 8.04% $538,169.10 $510,175.83 5.48%
Ore City 1.500% $18,002.91 $15,592.54 15.45% $56,675.45 $51,285.00 10.51%
Union Grove 1.000% $0.00 $258.87 -100.00% $1,267.60 $971.04 30.54%

Sales tax revenue down 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced this week he will send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $762.5 million in 
local sales tax allocations for March, 0.5 percent less than in March 2020. These 
allocations are based on sales made in January by businesses that report tax 
monthly.

Gladewater’s local sales tax, which had posted double-digit increases for 
most of 2020, showed a -7.36-percent decline over the same  period last year. 
Gladewater’s sales tax posted $84,438.88 in January 2021 compared to $91,151.49  
for January of 2020. 

Kilgore was the only other Gregg County city to post a drop in sales tax revenue 
-  $546,310.41for January 2021 compared to $627,353.27 in 2020.

Neighboring White Oak also posted a slight increase with a 3.04-percent up 
tick - $84,823.01 compared to $82,318.46 in January 2020. Gilmer posted an 
8.04-percent increase  - 162,883.88 compared to $150,754.18 last January.  Warren 
City was up 0.50-percent and Clarksville City was up 3.11-percent.

Gladewater Lake store 
has new tenants

Tumbleweed Smith featured 
speaker at chamber banquet

In his 50 professional years, Tumbleweed Smith has interviewed 
some true Texas characters and assembled the largest private collection 

of oral history in the United States. He writes a 
syndicated weekly newspaper column and teaches 
broadcasting at the university level. 

As the creator and producer of The Sound of Texas, 
one of the longest running syndicated radio programs 
in Texas, Tumbleweed seeks fascinating people who 
embody the spirit of the lone star state and brings them 
into the homes and hearts of thousands.

He will bring his wit and humor to Gladewater Thursday night 
as the featured speaker at the 90th Annual Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce Banquet. Tickets sold out fast for this year’s affair, which 
promises to have twice as much excitement as awards will be presented 
for 2019 and 2020 recipients. The banquet was canceled last year due 
to COVID-19 concerns, lake many other annual events throughout 
the state and nation, so this year there will be two Man of the Year, 
Woman of the Year, Business of the Year, Educator of the Year and 
Student of the Year recognized.

All the winners will featured in a special publication in next week’s 
edition of the Gladewater Mirror. So pick up a copy next Wednesday.

Gladewater Lake goers will soon have a place to buy food and drink 
and bait to fish with now that the city council has agreed on a lease 
to have Jade Kelly operate the bait shop.

The new business will be called “Off the Clock Bait Shop,” and 
will open in May, if not sooner.

The city council voted to approve the lease at Thursday night’s 
council meeting.

The new store operators will pay $850/monthly, which includes the 
use of the house next door to the store. The new store operators   will 
issue lake permits on behalf of the city and clean and mow swimming 
and boating areas as part of the lease agreement. The lease also calls for 
the new tenant to lock the gates when access to the lake is prohibited 
and maintain the area around the buildings in an attractive manner. 

The store will be open weekdays 8 a.m.-10 p.m. and on weekends 
7a.m.-10 p.m. The store has been vacant for more than a year.

In other business, the council: 
* Passed a resolution authorizing transfer of property to the 

Gladewater Independent School District.
* Passed a resolution regarding the TxDOT Aviation Runway 

Lighting Project with will enhance runway visibility for pilots. The 
project is a $90,500 project, but the city only has to pay 10-percent.

* Passed a resolution suspending CenterPoint’s proposed effective 

By Jim Bardwell
Local trash collection service is changing soon - going from twice a week 

to once a week and everyone will need to start using 95-gallon rolling plastic 
containers supplied by Republic Services.

And while the price will not be going down with the one-time-a-week collection, 
the price will not be going up with the addition of the plastic containers. The 
city council, which approved the new five-year service contract, could have kept 
twice-a-week collection service, but it would have cost residents more than the 
council felt they would want to pay.

The new trash collection service plan was suggested by the Gladewater 
Beautification Board (GBB) and sent to the council to consider. The GBB said 
going to this new form of trash collection would have two major benefits - the 
plastic containers would stop stray dogs and cats from digging into bags placed 
on the street curb and leaving trash scattered in yards and streets, and by reducing 
the damage to the city’s aging streets by cutting in half the number of days large 
heavy trash trucks roll down city streets and up alleys.

Officials understand there will most likely be some who will not like the new 
trash collection plan, but Gene Kennon, manager of government affairs for 
Republic Services said Gladewater was one of only four cities in his 30-city area 
that has twice-a-week collection service.

Kennon said people will begin to notice a cleaner Gladewater once the new 
system is online. He said “believe me, stray dogs know when it is trash day.” 

The City of Gladewater has posted a detailed list of Do’s and Don’ts that will 
be  associated with the changing service. An interactive mapping system will 
also be available soon.

Here is hat you will find at the City of Gladewater digital site:
New Residential Trash Service - Effective Monday, May 31, 2021
• One 95-gallon trash cart will be delivered to residential and commercial 

hand collect addresses prior to May 31 , 2021.
• Trash will be collected once per week. If your trash was previously 

collected Monday- Thursday your new route day will be on Monday. If you 
previously had Tuesday -Friday trash collection your new route day will be either 
Tuesday or Friday. Please review the map for your designated trash collection 
day or call for assistance with your address ready.

• All trash must be bagged and placed inside the cart to be picked up. 
Bagging your trash and keeping it in the provided container helps keep the city 
clean and litter free by preventing trash from blowing before and during service. 
Carts must be placed at the curb no later than 7 a.m. on your service day or the 
night before route day. All trash must be inside Republic Services issued trash 
poly-cart to be picked up by the automated truck.

• Additional trash carts will be available for order after June 1, 2021 for an 
additional charge per month. Call Republic Services at 903.986.5324 for details.

• Carts must be at least Three feet away (for safety) from any other 

Continued on Page 4

the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce welcomed Wild’s 
Creek Company, located at 110 N. Main St. in downtown 
Gladewater, into the chamber family Friday. Owners Mi-
chele and Stoney Stone performed the formal ribbon cut-
ting honors.            Photo by Jim Bardwell

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce welcomed Gone 
East Boutique & Coffee, located at 207 N. Main St. in down-
town Gladewater, to the growing chamber family Thursday 
afternoon. Amy Stuart and Shana Evans Toney performed 
the ribbon cutting honors.                Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Chamber honors citizens, businesses of the year

Karla and Matt Byrd were awarded the 
2020 Woman & Man of the Year Award

Shelia Faggans was awarded the 2019 Woman of the 
Year Award by chamber president Lois Reed

Darren Richardson was awarded the 2019 Man of the 
Year Award by chamber president Lois Reed

Jim nd Suzanne Bardwell accepted the 2019 Business of the Year Award on behalf of 
the Gladewater Mirror Newspaper from chamber president Lois Reed

Katie, April and Michael Hines accepted the 2020 Business of the Year Award on 
behalf of the Scubby Love from chamber president Lois Reed

It was double your pleasure, double your fun for those attending 
the 90th Gladewater Chamber of Commerce Banquet Thursday night.

Instead of just getting to honor a single year’s worth of outstanding 
citizens, this year’s banquet featured 2019 and 2020 recipients. 
Concerns over COVID-19 and state mandated shutdowns last year 
caused the annual banquet to be canceled.

The winners for 2019 included: Shelia Faggans for Woman of the 
Year and Darren Richardson for Man of the Year, while the Gladewater 
Mirror (Jim and Suzanne Bardwell) were presented the Business of the 
Year award. The 2019 Educator of the Year was Sakkinah Bal Corta.

Bradley Awards, which Gladewater Chamber President Lois Reed 
explained were the highest award given for service to the chamber, 

were presented to Harold Wells, Karla Byrd and Chris Downing. 
And the 2019 Marilyn Godfrey Volunteer of the  year Award was 
given to Clayton Burrows for his continued service to Gladewater’s 
recycling program.

The winners for 2020 included: the first husband and wife team to 
win Woman of the Year and Man of the Year - Karla and Matt Byrd, 
while Scrubby Love (Katie, April and Michael Hines) were presented 
the Business of the Year award. The 2020 Educator of the Year was 
Emily Brown.

Bradley Awards, presented Chamber President Reed, were presented 
to Farrell Alexander and ,Jim Bardwell. And the 2020 Marilyn Godfrey 
Volunteer of the  year Award was given to Brandy Flanagan.

Several special awards were also presented at this year’s banquet, 
as Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp gave the 2020 Ken Bennett Award 
to Paul Foster, who developed a promotional video for the city 
highlighting the many positive attributes the city has to offer. The 
video can be viewed at the City of Gladewater and the Gladewater 
Mirror Facebook Pages.

Mayor Shipp also honored four citizens for “Distinguished Service 
to the City of Gladewater During a Crisis Event” with the “Hero 
of  Snowmeggedon 2021” award. Shipp said Ricky Tow, Brandy 
Flanagan, Christian Allen and Jim Bardwell had gone above and 
beyond the call of duty during the February Arctic storm blast that 

Shepperd marker 
rededication 

Saturday
The  John  Ben  Shepperd 

Historical Marker was moved from 
its former site at the now vacant 
Capitol One building on Main 
Street to the Gladewater Museum 
grounds. A rededication ceremony 
will be held Saturday at 10 a.m.

The marker honors Shepperd, a 
Gladewater native, who served as 
the Texas Secretary of State and 
as Texas Attorney General among 
many other honors and offices 
held. Gregg County Historical 
Commission board member Gem 
Meecham will host the ceremony.

“On behalf of the Commission it 
is a great relief to have the marker 
removed from property that we 
don’t know what will happen to it,” 
Meecham said. “The museum, with 
its extensive exhibit of Shepperd’s 
achievements makes the new site 
most appropriate.”

UT Health East Texas opens more COVID-19 vaccine appointments
UT Health East Texas has 

opened additional COVID-19 
vaccine appointments for anyone 
16 and older. Vaccines will be 
given by appointment only.

 Va c c i n e  a p p o i n t m e n t s 
may be made at https://www.

signupgenius.com/go/ut. New 
appointments will continue to 
open at this link as more vaccine 
arrives. Those who need help 
navigating online sign-up or who 
are without access to internet 
can call 903-747-4VAC (4822) 

from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to get a vaccine 
appointment.

 The vaccines will be given 
at UT Health North Campus 
Tyler, 11937 U.S. Highway 
271. Appointment time slots are 

available this week and from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday of next week. Anyone 
wanting a vaccine must have an 
appointment; vaccines for walk-
ins will not be available.

 There is no charge for the 

vaccine, but residents are asked 
to bring their insurance card. 
During the appointment, residents 
will be registered, vaccinated and 
monitored for 15 minutes and  
a second appointment will be 
scheduled.

Night at Museum features 
cultural contributions

By Suzanne Bardwell
A Night at the Museum on Saturday, April 10 will feature the 

cultural contributions of Gladewater community members across the 
media spectrum. From artists, authors and actors, to photographers and 
musicians exhibits have been created to share the gifts of native talent.

“Our Night at the Museum event is usually held in January, but 
due to pandemic circumstances, it was postponed,” Museum Director 
Elaine Roddy said. “Gladewater is very fortunate to have many 
individuals, past and present, who have won awards for their amazing 
talents. You will recognize some of the names of authors, actors, 
photographers, painters, producers and musicians.”

Several of the talented individuals who have contributed to local, 
state, national and even international culture through their work will 
be on hand to share their experiences, knowledge and gifts. The event 
will run from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the Gladewater Museum at 116 
W. Pacific Avenue.

Museum goers will see the evidence of the cultural excellence, 
literacy and diversity of hometown talent that extends far beyond 
community boundaries. The museum also welcomes new members 
at this time to support their efforts to preserve the ongoing history of 
Gladewater and its surrounding community. Membership envelopes 

Continued on Page 8

Mr. GHS Nick Lincoln & Miss GHS Cinthia Vicente
See next week’s Gladewater Mirror for complete coverage of Spotlight on GHS.  

Photo by Chris Jones

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 8
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Senior Top ten percent
Cinthia Vicente, Carlos Menjivar, Edith Alvarez, Riley 
Bewley, Nayeli Aguillon, Garret Glenn Not pictured: 
Kaylee Alderson, Suzy Lopez, Ryan Martin, Karen Peralta, 
Jennifer Rivera

Junior Top Ten percent
Avery Glarborg, Michael Lewis, Gabi Montelongo, Antonio 
Menjivar, Jade Thomas, Tanner Gothard, Trinity Mooney 
Not pictured: Kaitlynn Canaguier, Riley Crane, Hannah 
Edwards, Adamaris Lopez, Katelynn Moses

Sophomore Top 10 percent
Jenna Watson, Celeste Harris, Matthew Smith, Lexi Betts, 
Austin Verner, Kylie Jalomo, Austin, Allen, Kamryn Floyd 
Not pictured: Karter Bocanegra, Tyler Milstead, William 
Perry, Sarah Walbridge

Gladewater High School’s Top 10 Percent

The GHS Bear Band received division 1 ratings from all six judges in both concert and 
sight-reading at the Region 4 UIL Concert and Sight-reading competition. These results 
combined with the first division earned at the fall marching contest earned the band 
the coveted Sweepstakes A award for the year. The band is directed by Jeff Smith and 
assisted by Rhett Pilcher, Mitchell Smith and Donald Kitchell.  

Courtesy Photo

Special 
election set 

for May 1

Man arrested in Upshur 
County murder case

GFSA building hidden gem

By Phillip Williams
A 31-year-old Diana man was arrested Sunday morning on charges 

of murdering a 60-year-old Diana man found dead at his home late 
Saturday evening, said Upshur County sheriff’s 
Chief Deputy David Hazel.

Jeffrey David Swanner is charged with killing 
Kenneth Wadel Burcalow, who “appeared to 
be the victim of assault, “ Hazel said in news 
releases. Swanner, who resided near Burcalow 
on Swan Road, remained in Upshur County Jail 
at Gilmer Monday under $250,000 bond set by 
Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace Anthony Betterton, 
said Hazel.

Burcalow, who was “known to neighbors,” was 
found dead in his home in the 1600 block of that road, Hazel wrote. 
Sheriff’s deputies responded about 11:38 p.m. Saturday to a call on 
the road, “where witnesses advised they had found an individual 
deceased,” and officers located the body inside the residence.

Deputies arrested Swanner near his own home about 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Hazel said. The suspect and Burcalow “were known to each 
other,” but “the motive for the incident is still under investigation,” 
the chief deputy said.

Betterton said Monday he pronounced Burcalow dead at the scene 
Sunday, and ordered an autopsy performed at Southeast Texas Forensic 
Center outside Tyler. As of Monday, he said, he had not received the 
autopsy results.

There’s a special election 
coming up on May 1, along with 
the city council election, and this 
one could help change the course 
the city’s infrastructure and future 
development.

The City of Gladewater and 
the  Gladewater  Economic 
Development  Corpora t ion 
(GEDCO) are asking voters to 
approve five propositions that 
would allow existing sales tax 
revenue to be used on projects 
other than just industrial-related 
opportunities. This election is not 
a new tax. It is simply allowing 
GEDCO to use its 1/2-cent sales 
tax revenue on a wider variety of 
projects. 

“These ballot items are not a 
request to raise taxes,” Gladewater 
Mayor JD Shipp explauned. “ 
They are a request to allow us 
to diversify our investment with 
existing tax dollars. Each item 
must be approved separately.  
We feel these ballot items 
represent the best opportunities 
for diversification for our EDC 
of today and tomorrow.”

Currently GEDCO operates 
under “Type A” rules. Type A 
sales tax funding is primarily 
intended for manufacturing and 
industrial development. EDCs 
may use Type A revenue to fund 
land, buildings, equipment, 
facilities expenditures, targeted 
infrastructure and improvements 
for projects.

The Type B sales tax which the 
city and GEDCO wish to tap into 
may be used for any project eligible 
under Type A rules and several 
other project types, including 
quality of life improvements 
such as professional and amateur 
sports and athletic facilities, 
tourism and entertainment 
facilities, convention facilities 
and public parks; related store, 
restaurant, concession, parking 
and transportation facilities; 
related street, water and sewer 
facilities; and affordable housing.

Voting will be held from  7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. May 1 on the following 
propositions for the Gladewater 
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation:

Proposition A: The use of a 
portion of the existing one-halt 
cent sales and use tax for land, 
buildings, equipment, facilities, 
and improvements found by 
the board of directors to be 
required or suitable for use for 
professional and amateur sports, 
including children’s sports, 
athletic, entertainment, tourist, 
convention, and public park 
purposes and events, authorized 
by Section 505.152 of the Texas 

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater native son John Ben Shepperd 

(b.1915-d.1990) achieved much during his 
busy life, including the high office of Texas 
Secretary of State and State Attorney General. 
He also earned many honors throughout his 
career such as being named an Outstanding 
Young Man in America in 1949. He served 
as both the state and national president of the 
Jaycees, Junior Chamber of Commerce.

Shepperd was honored, and remembered, 
in a historical marker rededication Saturday at 
the Gladewater Museum. The event was made 
even more unique by the fact that Shepperd was 
responsible for the creation of the historical 
marker recognition designations that have 
become staples of communities throughout the 
state. The plan energized local county historical 
and art commissions with the designation that 
each county committee would identify 20 sites, 
buildings or subjects that merited marking. 
Shepperd set the gaol of 5,000 markers in five 
years. The accomplishment came much earlier.

Judge Paul Banner, a senior district state 

Native son Shepperd celebrated 
with state marker rededication

Continued on Page 3
This cutout of John Ben Shepperd is part 
of a display at the Gladewater Museum.
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By Suzanne Bardwell
One of Gladewater’s best assets can be found at the Gladewater 

Former Students Association Building at 2509 Hendricks Street. 
With 5,000 square feet, a working commercial kitchen, a refurbished 
interior, state of the art sound system, a 5K lumens projector and a 
105” screen the possibilities are limitless.

A popular prom site, the building has a dance floor and disco ball, 
plus the rest of the flooring is stained concrete. Tables and chairs, 
dishes, glassware and silverware for any size group is also available. 
The lovely building has been used for chamber banquets, Round 
Up Rodeo luncheons, Veteran’s Day ceremonies, class and family 
reunions, weddings, showers, Quinceanera, anniversary and birthday 
celebrations of all kinds. There are two large restrooms and a dressing 
area available.

The building is made possible by the dedication of the Gladewater 
Former Students Association. An association that is seeking alumni 
now to join them in their service and mission of continuing Bear 
pride. The group depends on dues, events, rentals and fundraisers for 
income to maintain the building and utilities. The group also awards 

GFSA Officers Corresponding Secretary Leslie Blount 
Willeford class of ’77, President Larry Clemens class of 
’68, Treasurer Jon Keller class of ’92 and Recording Sec-
retary Cheryl Moore Copeland class of ’69 display the Ko-
diak bear alum membership for those who have donated 
$1,000 or more to support the service, scholarship, and 
maintenance of the GFSA building. Not pictured are Vice 
President Shirley Elliott Willett class of ’68 and Parlia-
mentarian Barry Cook class of ’68. GFSA dues of $25 and/
or contributions may be mailed to: GFSA, P.O. Box 1425, 
Gladewater, 75647.               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Continued on Page 8
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Gladewater Boy Scout Troop 198 did their part in Saturday’s citywide cleanup picking 
up more than 30 bags of trash and debris along the loop. The troop has adopted the loop 
as a part of their community service.             Courtesy Photo 

Elizabeth Ferguson was the 
raffle winner of the stunning quilt 
handmade by Gladewater Museum 
Director Elaine Roddy as a fundraiser 
for the museum.  

Courtesy Photo

Bardwell INK, LLC owner/publisher Jim Bardwell 
was one of the featured speakers at the joint spring 
convention of the North & East Texas Press Association 
and the West Texas Press Association convention held 
this past weekend in Rockwall. Bardwell, who is an 
NETPA board member and currently serving as the 
statewide Texas Press Association President led a 
panel in the discussion of “Real Journalism Making 
a Difference.”

“It is important that newspapers - big and small, 
weekly or daily - serve as not only a voice for the 
people of the community, but also a watchdog for the 
taxpayers,” Bardwell explained. 

The Gladewater Mirror earned first place honors 
in Community Service out of the entire weekly 
division. Bardwell also won first place in Advertising 
Design. Suzanne Bardwell won first place in Editorial 
Writing. The Gladewater Mirror also earned second 
place in Page Design, third place in Sports Writing 
and Sports Photography. In News Writing the Mirror 
placed third. Jim Bardwell also earned honorable 
mention in Column Writing. In overall Sweepstakes 
competition the Mirror earned third place honors out 

of their region-wide division.
“I am always pleased to be recognized by our 

peers, but to win the Community Service award 
and the Editorial Writing award for the fifth year 
in a row says we are doing our job for our town 
and the people,” Bardwell said. “I am proud that 
we are so involved in our community and we 
can make a difference. Most of all, I am so very 
proud we can serve as a trusted vehicle so others 
can  help their neighbors. It is truly a team effort 
including our readers and advertisers.”

Bardwell also presented the TPA annual report, 
legislative update and the annual memorial 
tribute. Suzanne Bardwell also is an NETPA 
board member serving as scholarship chair 
for NETPA. The Bardwells have both served 
as NETPA past presidents. Jim Bardwell is a 
past recipient of the Sam Holloway Journalism 
Award, and the Bardwells have both received the 
Tom Mooney Friend of the Newspaper Award.

Bardwell INK, LLC includes the Gladewater 
Mirror, White Oak Independent and the Lindale 
News & Times.

Mirror earns NETPA honors

BELOW - City Council member and author Rocky Hawkins, is joined by 
legendary Gladewater photographer Curtis Bright, city councilwoman and 
author Brandy Flanagan and best-selling author, screenwriter and Glade-
water native son Joe Lansdale were presenters at Gladewater’s Night at 
the Museum Saturday evening. A host of creative community members 
were honored or remembered for their artistic contributions. This group of 
writers were just a few of the contributors on hand to share their stories 
and talent with museum visitors who attended the annual event.                      

Courtesy Photo

DENNIS ROBERTSON MICHAEL WEBBER

Robertson, Webber seek Place 4 Council seat
Dennis Robertson and Michael Webber are seeking the Place 4  

Gladewater City Council seat currently held by Nick Foster, who 
chose to not seek another term.

Place 5 Councilman and Mayor Pro-Tem Elijah “Sonny” Anderson, 
Place 6 Councilman Rocky Hawkins and Place 7 Councilman Kevin 
Clark are unopposed in their bid for another term in office.

The local polling place will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., on May 1 
at Gladewater City Hall, 519 East Broadway. Early voting by personal 
appearance will be conducted each weekday at Gladewater City Hall 
between the hours of 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. beginning April 19  through 
April 27, and on Friday, April 23 from 8 a.m. until noon. On April 26 
and April 27, early voting by personal appearance will be conducted 
between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Applications for a ballot by mail should be mailed to Judy Van 
Houten, City of Gladewater, P.O. Box 1725, Gladewater, Texas 75647. 
Applications for ballot by mail must be received no later than the close 
of business on April 16.

The Gladewater Mirror asked the two candidates to answer four 
questions to help give voters better insight into the two men who are 
asking to represent them for two years on the council. 

Q: Briefly tell us about your educational and/or business background 
and how that experience and expertise will help you in representing the 
City Council if elected.

Webber: I have a bachelor’s degree in Management with Industrial 
Management Concentration and a Master’s Degree in Business Administration 
from LeTourneau University.  I work for J-W Power Company as a Business 
Process Supervisor, where I specialize as a project planner, an efficiency 
expert, and one who can find creative solutions to challenging situations.  My 
chosen field has put into a position where I have been able to develop, deploy, 
and replicate sound financial decisions, project planning, and teamwork that 
not only exceeded original objectives but also came in under budget.  All 
three of these items are key for City Council and something I will bring to 
the table if elected.

Robertson: I spent my career in higher education, as a professor and 
administrator at universities in California, Arkansas, and Texas. Most 
recently I was Professor of Communication and Chair of the Department of 
Communication at The University of Texas, Tyler. My expertise is Business 
Communication and Public Relations. I believe my background and 
experience could be a tremendous help to the City of Gladewater as we 
reach out farther and wider for new audiences for our downtown area and 
new businesses for the much-needed industrial growth the city requires. As 
a Vice President at East Texas Baptist University, I dealt with infrastructure 
issues, business development, safety, lighting, emergency services, and 
a host of other city-like functions as the University grew at a rapid pace 
during my tenure. All these experiences can be correlated to the needs of 
the City of Gladewater and its residents. My campaign motto is “Let’s Build 

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Tax Assessor-Collector Luana Howell said Monday 

she temporarily closed her office’s Gladewater branch two weeks ago 
because her office is “short-staffed,” but indicated it could re-open 
soon.

“We are trying to hire two positions,” Howell said in an email 
after this newspaper learned of the branch’s shutdown, and asked her 
about it. One employee was out for two weeks on emergency leave, 
she added,  while “last week and this week both, we have a person 
out for vacations that were already on the schedule before the other 
situations took place.

“When I only have four people available to work the counter in 
the main office (in Gilmer), I can’t afford to send anyone else out,” 
Howell wrote. “I will re-open (the Gladewater branch) once we have 
enough staff to cover the Gilmer office.

“That could be next week or next month, depending on the staffing 
situation in the Gilmer office,” Howell continued. “I am sorry for any 
inconvenience; however, the Gilmer office is the top priority and must 
be staffed before the substations.”   

The Gladewater branch, located on U.S. 80 in the same building as 
Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda Welch’s office, was closed part 
of last year after the COVID-19 pandemic surfaced. It draws business 
from nearby Big Sandy residents as well as the Gladewater area.

Local Upshur tax office closed 

The Gladewater City Council will meet Thursday at 6 p.m. to discuss 
the Lee Public Library, which sustained heavy winter storm damage 
to the roof and major water damage to the interior.

The city council and members of the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation (GEDCO) toured the library Monday 
evening as part of a special workshop session to assess the damage and 
formulate a plan to save the library. City manager Ricky Tow said the 
city’s insurance, through the Texas Municipal League, will not cover 
the roof which was severely damaged from February’s Arctic Storm. 
Tow said TML insurance adjusters said the roof would not be covered 
because the roof wasn’t properly maintained. They based their findings 
on multiple poorly executed repairs found on the roof.

Repairs are expected to cost between $110,000 and $224,000, 
depending on which roof design is chosen. Suzanne Bardwell, a 
member of the Friends of the Library and co-owner of the Gladewater 
Mirror, has already reached out to several foundations in an attempt 
to secure grants to keep the library open.  Thursday night the council 
will try and figure out what direction it will go concerning the library’s 
future.

Lee Library damage assessed 

Continued on Page 3
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By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 

Office arrested six suspects on various charges in March after detaining 
and charging, but not arresting, two other persons in February, Sheriff 
Larry Webb announced on Wednesday of last week.

Details of the cases, based on a report from sheriff’s Lt. Gary 
Shirley, were as follows, Webb said. All arrested suspects, who were 
all apprehended as the result of traffic stops, were taken to the Upshur 
County Jail in Gilmer.

While investigating suspicious activity at the Lucky 7 game room 
on U.S. 271 in West Mountain community Feb. 1, the unit made a 
traffic stop which resulted in Mark Shane McTyre, 59, of Gladewater, 
being charged with possession of controlled substance--less than one 
gram of methamphetamine.   

With the assistance of the sheriff office’s K-9 dog Marco, officers 
searched the vehicle after halting it at the intersection of 271 and Gum 

Upshur County special unit makes multiple arrests
Creek Road, and found less than a gram of the drug. Pending further 
investigation, a case was filed with District Attorney Billy Byrd’s 
office in lieu of an arrest.

On Feb. 2, the SIU was investigating suspicious activity at the 
Country Store game room in the 1700 block of U.S. 259 in Diana 
when a traffic stop in the parking lot of the nearby Brookshire’s 
Spring Market resulted in the driver, a 44-year-old Gilmer man, 
giving a fictitious name for a passenger who was wanted on a Rusk 
County warrant.

The driver was charged with misdemeanor hindering apprehension. 
The investigation continues, and a case was filed with Byrd’s office 
in lieu of arrest.

A Henderson man and Longview woman were arrested March 1 
on drug charges when the unit was probing suspicious activity at the 
Lucky 7.

Joshua Dale Castleberry, 33, and Kara Kristine Wells, 25, were 

charged with possssion of controlled substance--less than a gram of 
heroin--after officers seized that amount during the stop in the 2500 
block of Silk Tree Road.

While again investigating suspicious activity at the Lucky 7 
March 9, the unit arrested Edward Earl Davis, 55, of Big Sandy, on 
charges of possession of controlled substance--four grams or less of 
methamphetamine.  

Four grams of the drug were seized during the stop at the intersection 
of 271 and Red Hen Road. Davis was also found to have arrest 
warrants on a felony charge of possession of controlled substance in 
Gregg County, and a misdemeanor possession of marijuana charge 
in Rusk County. 

While conducting a narcotics investigation March 16 in the East 
Mountain area, the SIU arrested Jimmy Ray Gibson, 32, of Gilmer, 
on a charge of possession of controlled substance--less than one gram 

Analysis: 
Texas Legislature starts 

biennial race against clock
By Ross Ramsey, The Texas Tribune

This legislative session began quietly in January, during the state’s 
worst peak of cases, hospitalizations and deaths from the coronavirus. 
With just six weeks left of the 140-day regular session, and the 
pandemic down to a pre-surge level, the pace is quickening.

Legislators are still working on the big problems that were apparent 
at the beginning — pandemic, voting and election laws, policing 
and the state budget among them. And they’ve added the disastrous 
electrical outages during a five-day February freeze that killed more 
than 200 Texans.

Their list of big and not-so-big things that still need doing is long 
and varied. The Texas Senate has been racing through Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick’s priority legislation in the last few days, but the obstacle 
course known as the Texas House is still ahead.

The state budget is on track, but what looked like a belt-tightening 
budget back in January has changed considerably, as the economy 
improved and federal COVID-19 relief came pouring in. Lawmakers 
started this adventure hoping to protect the improvements they made 
to public education two years ago; now they’re trying to figure out 
the best way to use almost $18 billion in federal funds directed to 
public and higher education. That’s on top of $16.7 billion in federal 
COVID-19 funds intended for the state itself.

Schools want that money to catch students up on “learning loss” that 
has resulted from a year of classes disrupted by virtual, half-virtual 
and face-to-face classes. Many of them hope to get it in time to help 
with summer school.

And lawmakers want to handle problems like that themselves, 
instead of leaving them to the governor and the executive branch. 
Before their time in Austin runs out, they’re looking at legislation that 
would require a governor to get lawmakers to Austin if emergency 
executive orders need to run longer than 30 days. They’re talking 
separately about small panels of legislators who would need to be 
consulted before the state spends any federal relief funds during times 
when the Legislature is not in session.

Both the House and Senate have passed legislation they hope will 
prevent the kinds of regulatory and market failures that caused the 
outages during the hard freeze that swept Texas in February. But 
they’re not the same, and that needs work.

The legislative wishes still ungranted — everything from casinos to 
unlicensed handgun carry to police reform — are formidable. That’s a 
regular feature of the last weeks of a session, but it’s made harder by 
the slow start and the difficulty of conducting a very social process 
— legislating — during a dangerous and highly contagious pandemic.

Those constraints show in the work lawmakers aren’t doing as much 
as in the work they’ll complete before they leave.

An easy example: The House passed a bill delaying reviews of a 
dozen and a half state agencies for two years. Those “sunset reviews” 
are periodic examinations; technically, agencies go out of existence 
— the sun sets on them — if legislators don’t review them and set 
new deadlines. It would be a must-do job, except that legislators can 
postpone the work by extending the deadlines to the end of the next 
legislative session.

Among the agencies that were supposed to get reviewed this year 
and now might not: the Department of Agriculture, the Commission 
on Jail Standards, the Office of State-Federal Relations, the 
Department of Licensing and Regulation, the Texas Commission on 
Law Enforcement, the Texas Racing Commission, and the Parks and 
Wildlife Department.

That means, in turn, that issues that might have been attached to 
those bills — gambling issues to the Racing Commission, for example 
— have one less road to consideration.

Sunset bills are magnets for special interests working to change or 
protect the agencies that most affect their industries or businesses. 
They can become time-consuming feeding frenzies. If House Bill 
1600 passes, lawmakers won’t have to worry about all of that until 
2023, giving them some breathing room in a session that’s almost 
two-thirds complete.

They don’t have to worry about redistricting, either, which would 
normally have been one of the biggest chores of this session. The 
pandemic-delayed U.S. census means the numbers used to draw 
political maps in Texas won’t be available until Sept. 30. The 
mapmaking has to wait until after that.

Some things won’t. The governor has said he’ll keep lawmakers in 
town until they’ve made winter electric outages much more unlikely. 
The state has to have a budget. Voters have demanded and legislators 
have promised much more.

This is the final sprint. The must-dos have a way of getting done. 
As for the rest, wait and see.

Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow and the city council 
thanked councilman Nick Foster for his service to the City 
at last Thursday’s meeting. He was awarded a plaque of 
recognition that evening at his last official council meet-
ing, since he will be unable to attend May’s meeting. Fos-
ter’s decision to not seek a third term resulted in Michael 
Webber and former city councilman Dennis Robertson 
seeking the Place 4 council seat. Election day is May 1 
with voting held from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at City Hall. Early 
voting began Mnday and will run to April 27. Last week 
the Gladewater Mirror ran a Q&A on the two contenders 
for Foster’s seat.
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Council votes to apply 
for $2.9M water grant, 
refinance $2.4M bond

By Phillip Williams
A Marshall woman was killed 

when her pickup, which was 
towing a stranded vehicle from a 
ditch, collided with a truck-tractor 
semi-trailer on U.S. 271 near 
Gladewater early Saturday, said 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety.

Addison Claire Grace, 21, had 
stopped to help a motorist stuck 
in the highway’s western ditch 
when she pulled into the path 
of the 18-wheeler, which was 
northbound in the inside lane 
and struck her 2019 Dodge Ram 
1500 pickup’s left front, DPS 
sources said. 

Driver of the 2019 Kenworth 

rig, Luis Alejandro Ruiz, 23, of 
Lufkin, was wearing a safety belt 
and not injured, the DPS said. He 
was towing a 2014 utility trailer, 
said a DPS spokeswoman.

Grace’s boyfriend was outside 
her vehicle when the collision 
occurred, and the woman was 
not wearing a safety belt, the 
spokeswoman said.

Upshur County Precinct 3 
Justice of the Peace Rhonda 
Welch said she pronounced Grace 
dead at the scene of the 3:28 
a.m. accident 3.5 miles north of 
Gladewater, and that the victim 
was ejected from the vehicle.

Describing the crash scene as 
“one of the worst things I’ve ever 

seen,” Welch said Grace would 
not have survived even if she had 
not been thrown from the pickup.

DPS Trooper James Payne 
investigated the accident.

In an unrelated traffic incident, 
a woman who led law officers 
on a multi-county, high-speed 
daytime chase Friday was 
captured when she “just pulled 
over and stopped” in front of a 
Gilmer convenience store, said 
Upshur County sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy David Hazel.

The woman, who had been 
driving a Ford Fiesta auto, was 
being loaded into an ambulance 
a f t e rward  a s  i t  appea red 
authorities were “concerned 

about her mental capacity,” Hazel 
said Monday. “I know of no one 
who was hurt in this,” he added.

He said the chase, involving 
Texas Department of Public 
Safety troopers, started in Morris 
County and that he understood it 
went through Pittsburg in Camp 
County. 

He said he knew neither the 
woman’s name nor whether she 
was charged with any crime.

She was apprehended at the 
CEFCO store at the intersection 
of Texas 300 and U.S. 271, 
he said. The Upshur County 
Sheriff’s Office blocked some 
traffic in connection with the 
incident, Hazel said.

US 271 wreck leaves 1 woman dead

By Phillip Williams
115th District Judge Dean Fowler sentenced 10 defendants on 

felony charges, and two for misdemeanors, between April 6 and 
13 in Gilmer, Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd’s office 
announced Thursday.    

Eleven pleaded guilty, while the other’s probation was revoked when 
he admitted violating terms of it, the office said.

Details of the felony guilty pleas were as follows, Byrd’s office 
reported: 

James Michael Guin, 35, of Gladewater, received concurrent four-
year prison terms April 6 for two counts of sexual assault.

He must also pay court costs, an attorney fee, contribute to the crime 
victims fund and register as a sex offender.

The Upshur County Sheriff’s Office investigated Guin’s Aug. 1, 
2015, offenses. Byrd represented the state at sentencing; Longview 
attorney John Moore represented Guin.  

Kaylie Brooks Jackson, 20, of Gilmer, was placed on five years 
“deferred adjudication” probation April 6 for possession of controlled 
substance--less than one gram of methamphetamine.

“Deferred adjuducation” means no final conviction appears on 
a defendant’s record if he/she successfully completes probation. If 
such probation is revoked, however, the person can receive up to the 

maximum sentence for the offense.
Gilmer police probed Jackson’s Feb. 23, 2018 crime. Like all others 

placed on probation, she was ordered to pay court costs and a fine.
Some other terms of her probation include paying a “Crime Stoppers” 

fee, a fee to the crime victims fund, a fee to the Texas Department of 
Public Safety for testing the drug in the case, 250 hours of community 
service, counselng and an alcohol/drug evaluation.

Byrd represented the state at sentencing. Gilmer attorney Michael 
Martin represented Jackson. 

Christopher Ronnie Faulkner, 48, of Gilmer, received five years in 
prison April 6 for unlawful possession of firearm by felon.

The sheriff’s office investigated his July 18, 2019 offense. He must 
also pay court costs.

Byrd represented the state in the case; Mt. Pleasant attorney Laura 
McCoy represented Faulkner. 

Kara Kristine Wells, 25, of Longview was placed on five years 
deferred adjudication April 6 for evading arrest/detention with vehicle.

The sheriff’s office probed the March 1 crime. 
Some terms of probation include 300 hours of community service, 

“life skills” training, and participating in a “drug program” in Bowie 
County. Byrd represented the prosecution at sentencing; Longview 

Local man sentenced in sexual assault case

Continued on Page 3

The Gladewater City Council met last Thursday and approved a 
resolution authorizing the application for financial assistance from 
Texas Water Development Board for water system improvements and 
they authorized the issuance of City of Gladewater General Obligation 
Refunding Bonds.

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp explained that the city was just applying 
for the $2.9 million grant at this point.

“At this point, we have only approved the application process.The 
application is for financial assistance from the Texas Water Development 
Board for water system improvements.  

“Repayment would occur over a 30 year period. We could qualify for 
up to 30-percent loan forgiveness which is why we chose this program 
for funding. Toll 49 (a new state highway project connecting Tyler and 
Longview and running through Gladewater) is upon us and we must 
acquire funding to perform the necessary projects to accommodate the 
moving of infrastructure and any other related water projects, repairs 
or maintenance which may compliment this work.  

“For example, rehabilitation of the water tower at Allison St.  
Similar work has recently been performed on the Gay Ave water 
tower.  Therefore, our request for funding was broad.  It is listed as 
‘an application is hereby approved and authorized to be filed with the 
TWDB seeking financial assistance in an aggregate amount not to 
exceed $2,900,000 for purposes of the planning, acquisition, design and/
or construction of improvements to the City’s water system, including 
repairs, rehabilitation, and/or improvements to water treatment plant, 
storage facilities, water lines and related infrastructure improvements.’  

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 6
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State 
Bound

The Gladewater Bears are 
state-bound. ABOVE - DJ 
Allen qualified for state in 
both the long jump and the 
100M dash by finishing 1st 
in both. Allen set a Region-
al record with a jump of 22-
8.25 and won the 100M in a 
time of 10.82, edging White-
wright’s Xavier Cox-Dunlap 
by .03 seconds.
RIGHT - Gladewater’s Kam-
ryn Floyd won the 200M 
Dash in a time of 25.17 to 
advance to State as a soph-
omore.

Photo by Sam Major
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City council seat, 
GEDCO election 
set for Saturday
Polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at City Hall

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury has indicted a 

20-year-old Gladewater man on a capital murder 
charge in connection with the Feb. 7 shooting 
deaths of a man and woman in East Mountain, 
said District Attorney Billy Byrd’s office.

Nichlous Cole Williams was originally charged 
with two counts of murder, but the cases were 
combined and upgraded to one capital murder 
charge since there were multiple victims, said 
Byrd’s office. 

Under state law, capital murder is punishable 
only by lethal injection or life imprisonment 
without parole.

Williams, who was indicted April 15 and 
remained in county jail under $1 million bond set 
by 115th District Judge Dean Fowler, is accused 
of killing East Mountain residents Leonard Faris 
Gibson, 66, and Denene Suzanne Mosley, 53, 
authorities said. Byrd’s office announced the 
indictment on Tuesday of last week.

Gibson and Mosley, slain at night, were found 
dead at 154 Posey Road after sheriff’s deputies 
and East Mountain police responded to the scene 
about 7:43 p.m., sheriff’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel said soon after the incident.

After receiving information on Williams’ 
whereabouts, deputies went to a nearby home 
“within running distance” and arrested him within 
20 minutes after responding to the call, said Hazel. 

Adding that he wanted to avoid “contaminating 
the investigation,” the chief deputy declined at the 

time to reveal some specifics of the incident, such as 
motive or whether the bodies were found indoors or 
outdoors. He said, however, the slayings were not 
drug-related.

Williams, who turned 20 on March 30, was 
originally jailed under $500,000 bond set by Precinct 
2 Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter, but Fowler 
increased the bond after the indictment.

Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace Anthony Betterton 
pronounced Gibson and Mosley dead at the scene 
and ordered autopsies.

Williams’ indictment was among six returned by 
the grand jury, four of them sealed, on April 15 in 
Gilmer, said Byrd. Jurors also no-billed one case (the 
nature of which was not disclosed), he said.

In the only other open indictment, Adrian Ramirez, 
34, of Gladewater, was charged with three counts of 
assault/family violence with previous conviction. 
Accused of committing the crimes last Oct. 3, he 
remained in county jail under $50,000 bond.

Identity of anyone charged in the sealed indictments 
was not disclosed as Byrd said no arrest had been 
made in those cases. 

They included, said his office:
l A single indictment for 11 counts of aggravated 

sexual assault of a child and two counts of sexual 
assault

l A single indictment for eight counts of 
aggravated sexual assault of a child and five counts 
of sexual assault.

l One indictment each for indecency with a child, 
and aggravated sexual assault of a child.

Man indicted on capital murder charges

By Phillip Williams
A jury in Gilmer sentenced a White Oak man with 23 prior criminal 

convictions to life imprisonment on Wednesday of last week after 
convicting him of assault/family violence by occlusion, said Upshur 
County District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Joshua David Verhoef, 38, was convicted of assaulting an unnamed 
woman last Aug. 20 at her home in the Union Grove area, Byrd said.

Verhoef, who acted as his own attorney with assistance from court-
appointed Marshall lawyer Brandon Roth, had pleaded not guilty on 
grounds he was acting in self-defense and that his purported female 
victim was lying, said Byrd. The case, featuring two days of testimony, 
was tried in 115th District Court before 115th District Judge Dean 

Fowler. Byrd wrote that Verhoef “was in a dating relationship with 
the victim, who he had known since grade school, and they had just 
recently reconnected. The relationship became very abusive and 
evidence showed that he had assaulted the victim multiple times.” 

Byrd add that last Aug. 20, sheriff’s deputies responded to a 911 
call after Verhoef “struck his victim and strangled her multiple times 
inside her home. She was able to flee out the door and run” to the 
home of a neighbor, who called 911.

When deputies arrived, they met the victim, who “was clearly 
upset, crying, and had visible signs of multiple injuries.” She told 
officers what Verhoef “had done and that he was combative and on 
methamphetamine.” Afterward, an attempt was made to speak with 

him, but “he had locked himself inside and refused to exit the house. 
After over an hour of trying to get him to comply, officers knocked the 
glass out of the back door,” entered the home and arrested Verhoef. 

“The defendant had previously been convicted of assault/family 
violence against his mother, as well as four felony offenses within 
the last four years,” Byrd wrote. “He was currently on parole and had 
been arrested in Gregg County for possession of methamphetamine 
just a week prior to this offense.” 

Because of the 23 prior convictions, “including multiple felonies,” 
the prosecution “filed notice to increase his punishment range to 25 
(years) to life,” Byrd wrote. The 7-man, 5-woman jury deliberated 
about 20 minutes to convict and about 30 to decide the sentence.

23-prior convictions earn life sentence for White Oak man

Gladewater Public Works crews worked all morning Sunday on an emergency repair to 
a 10” inch line on West Lake Drive. Water was restored to the neighborhood and crews 
monitored the repairs before reopening the street between Harold and Pecan. 

Photo by Christian Allen

When voters go to the polls this Saturday to decide between Dennis 
Robertson and Michael Webber for the Place 4 council seat, they also 
will be asked to cast their vote on a special election that could help 
change the course the city’s infrastructure and future development.

Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. at City Hall, located at 519 
East Broadway Ave (US 80).

The City of Gladewater and the Gladewater Economic Development 
Corporation (GEDCO) are asking voters to approve five propositions 
that would allow existing sales tax revenue to be used on projects 
other than just industrial-related opportunities. This election is not a 
new tax. It is simply allowing GEDCO to use its 1/2-cent sales tax 
revenue on a wider variety of projects. 

“These ballot items are not a request to raise taxes,” Gladewater 
Mayor JD Shipp explained in an earlier interview. “ They are a request 
to allow us to diversify our investment with existing tax dollars. Each 
item must be approved separately. We feel these ballot items represent 
the best opportunities for diversification for our EDC of today and 
tomorrow.”

Visit downtown Gladewater this Saturday between10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and admire the many classic cars and trucks that 
will be on display at the Oilfield Special Car Show, spon-
sored by the Gladewater Mirror, Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce and Booshay’s Central Station Cafe. Better 
yet, bring your prize ride and compete for prizes.

Continued on Page 6
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Voters approve EDC 
propositions, elect 

Robertson to Place 4 
Gladewater voters went to the polls Saturday and decided  to put 

former city councilman Dennis Robertson back on the council by a 
118-80 vote over Michael Webber.

Robertson will fill the  Place 4 council seat currently held by Nick 
Foster, who decided not to seek re-election.

Voter turnout was low in Gladewater and across East Texas. Only 
100 people in Gladewater voted early with Robertson taking 59 of 
those votes and on Saturday he won 57-40 on walk-in voting.

Three incumbents who drew no opposition 
- Elijah Anderson in Place 5 and Kevin Clark 
in Place 7, were easily re-elected to another 
two-year term. Rocky Hawkins was elected to 
Place 6. This was his first time to be elected 
for the seat, which he was appointed to by the 
council after Karla Byrd resigned. 

Robertson said his “focus will always be on 
the three-legged stool of water infrastructure, 
sewer infrastructure, and improved city 
streets. To do all those projects adequately, 
however, we must develop new city revenue 
streams that are substantial, so our focus 

will have to be on bringing to Gladewater new businesses and new 
industries that can provide a long-term revenue base that can generate 
millions of dollars over time. That’s the only way we can ever pay 
for the construction that must take place to propel our city forward.”

One way the city might pay for such projects as water infrastructure, 
sewer infrastructure, and improved city streets could come in the five 
Economic Development Corporation propositions voters approved 
Saturday. The propositions will allow Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation (GEDCO) to use some of its 1/2-cent sales 
tax revenue for projects other than just industrial-related opportunities. 
The election did not create a new tax, nor did it change GEDCO from 
a Type A EDC to a Type B EDC. It will allow GEDCO to diversify 
its investment with existing tax dollars. 

Type A sales tax funding is primarily intended for manufacturing 
and industrial development. With the taxpayers approval, GEDCO 
will now be able to use its sales tax revenue for any project eligible 
under Type A rules and several other project types, including quality 
of life improvements such as public parks; related store, restaurant, 
concession, parking and transportation facilities; related street, water 
and sewer facilities; and affordable housing.

“The GEDCO ballot options were not about a tax increase, 
taking money away from GEDCO, or changing our EDC to a Type 
B Corporation,” Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp emphasized. “The 
successful passing of each ballot option has opened the door for the 
GEDCO of today and that of tomorrow to diversify their investment 

The Union Grove Lady Lions entered the playoffs at full steam. Coming in as undefeated 
District Champions, Union Grove easily dismantled Cayuga 2 games to none in a best of 
3 series. Cayuga hosted Game 1 on Thursday. The Lady Lions got things started early 
scoring 4 runs in the first. The Grove garnered 18 runs over the course of the game, led 
by Ali Yohn with 4 with 4 at bats. Leading 1-0 in the series, UG met Cayuga in Hallsville 
for game 2 Saturday. The Lady Lions picked up where they left off, knocking off Cayuga 
11-1. Union Grove earned their 11 runs off 12 hits with 6 runs coming in the 2nd inning. 
Lainey Ledbetter gets the win with 6 strikeouts. Ledbetter also homered in the 4th with 
Kaitlyn Vaughn on 2nd base. With the series win, the Lady Lions will move on to face 
Linden-Kildare in the second round. Game 1 of the best of 3 begins Friday at 7:30 p.m. 
in Marshall.                 Photo by Chris Jones

Thomas Youngblood holds his “Best of Show” trophy Saturday at the Oildfield Special Car Show held in downtown 
Gladewater. Youngblood won for this 1969 C-10 Pickup. The event, sponsored by the Gladewater Mirror - represented 
by Jim Bardwell , Gladewater Chamber of Commerce - represented by Lois Reed, Booshay’s Bayou Cafe - represented 
by Brandon Edmonds, and RGcarshows Productions - represented by Kylie Gorman, was the first of three car shows 
planned for downtown. The next show will be August 14, followed by a show on October 2.  See a complete list of all 
the winners and many of the classic cars that were on display inside. 

Gladewater will host a “National Day of Prayer” on Thurs-
day, May 6 at noon at the downtown War Memorial located 
on Pacific Street.

Ross Morgan’s 1967 Mustang won the 
People’s Choice Award

Robert Shield’s 1968 Lincoln Conti-
nental won Booshay’s Sponor Award

Charles Bloomberg’s 1967 Buick Riv-
iera won the Kid’s Choice Award

Tom Hopkin’s 1939 Ford won the 
Gladewater Mirror Sponsor Award

Sandra Kinn’s 1968 Mustang won the 
Gladewater Chamber Award

Tommy and Pam Vaughn won the 
RGcarshows Choice Award for their 

1949 Willy Overland Jeepster.

Liquor by the 
drink petition 

currently being 
circulated locally

ROBERTSON

The owners of Booshay’s 
Bayou Cafe  in  downtown 
Gladewater are leading an effort 
to place a local liquor option 
before voters in November 
2021.  At this time, restaurants 
can only serve wine or beer in 
Gladewater.   If voters approve 
the proposal, mixed drinks can 
then be served within the city 
limits.  This is already available 
in the neighboring communities 
of Longview and Tyler.

 Texas alcohol laws allow local 
voters to decide on the types of 
alcoholic beverages that can be 
sold in their communities through 
election of ballot proposals.  

However, the State doesn’t make 
it easy for those wanting to change 
the status quo. According to Texas 
law, the petition must contain 35 
percent of the registered voters 
in the political subdivision who 
voted for governor in the most 
recent gubernatorial election 
(as indicated by the official 
returns for that election).   Since 
Gladewater sets in two counties - 
Gregg and Upshur - proponents of 
the measure will need 35 percent 
from each county.

 So - Booshay’s Bayou Cafe 
is seeking 509 signatures for its 

petition. The petition will then be 
presented to the Gladewater City 
Council.  If all 509 signatures 
are valid, the measure can then 
be placed before the voters in 
November 2021.

 
Proponents of the mixed drink 

measure say if passed, it will 
mean greater economic growth 
for Gladewater.  The city will 
see bigger sales tax revenue 
and make our community a 
more appealing location for 
restaurants that traditionally sell 
mixed drinks.   

Continued on Page 8
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 The Union Grove Lady Lions make school history in dramatic fashion last week, winning 
the Area Round championship by beating Linden-Kildare. For the first time, Union Grove 
will advance to the Regional Quarterfinals. They will face off against Alba-Golden Friday 
at Rains High School. Game 1starts at 6:30 p.m.            Photo by Chris Jones

The Lions swept LaPoynor to earn a Bi-District Championship last week. The Lions will 
travel to Rains for a best-of-3 against Maud in an Area match-up. Game 1 begins Thursday 
at 7 p.m. with Game 2 on set for Friday at 7 p.m.. If necessary, Game 3 will begin at 1:30 
p.m. on Saturday.               Photo by Chris Jones

84th Round-Up Rodeo 
a month away, queen’s 
contest reintroduced

After having to cancel last year’s rodeo due to COVID-19 health 
concerns - a first in the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s eight decade-
plus run - this year’s rodeo promises to be a barn burner - June 9-12.

Gates open at 6 p.m. daily, with rodeo action starting at 8:15 p.m. at 
the Gladewater Rodeo Arena off U.S. 80 here in Gladewater. Tickets 
are $16 for adults and $8 for children ages 12 and younger. Tickets 
can be purchased online at GladewaterRodeo.com.

With 8-time world champion Don Gay providing the color 
commentary from the arena floor aboard his horse and veteran rodeo 
announcer Greg Simas perched up in the booth fand are sure to get 
an education about rodeo and all the skills it has to offer for four full 
nights. Also on hand this year will be the men who keep the rodeo 
athletes safe - professional rodeo clowns and bullfighters Mike Driver, 
Wacey Munsell and Judd Napier.

The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s also will feature its nightly 
Mutton Bustin’ at 7:45pm for little Buckaroos between the ages of 
5 and 7 and who weigh 50 pounds or less. This year entries will be 
taken ONLINE ONLY between the dates of May 31st at noon and 
June 7th at noon. Go to: https://gladewaterrodeo.com/info/mutton-
bustin to register.

The rodeo will once again will feature its nightly calf scramble 
which is free to kids in two age groups: 10 & Under and 11 & Up. 
No pre-registration is required.

After a lengthy absence, five ladies will be competing for the title of 
Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo Queen at this year’s rodeo.The winner 
will be crowned at Saturday’s finale.

The Rodeo Queen contestants include:
Alexis Howard is a 17-year-old junior at Gilmer High 

School. She is involved in the school’s JROTC program 
and the Buckeye Brigade, a spirit group of the school. 
Alexis has a deep interest for equine science, and enjoys 
volunteering at local equine rescues and handicapable 
rodeos. She is a member of Sit ‘Em Down Cowboy 

church, where she is on the youth and arena teams. In her spare time, 
Alexis loves reading, writing, art and music. In the future, she would 
like to attend Texas A&M University to become a veterinarian, and 
eventually open her own practice and equine rescue. If Alexis were 
to win the title of Miss Gladewater Rodeo, she says that she “would 
like to visit schools to teach students about western heritage and the 
culture of the ‘cowboy/girl way,’ and “promote more handicapable 
opportunities in the rodeo world.”

Sydni Coats is an 18-year-old resident of Big 
Sandy, Texas, and is homeschooled. Some of the 
school activities she participates in are horse judging, 
horticulture, photography, art, music and is a member 
of the FFA. Sydni is passionate about horsemanship 

Front Row (Left to Right): Sydni Coats, Meagan Hodge, Si-
erra Blankenship, Back Row (Left to Right): Kallie Rogers  
and Alexis Howard.           Photo by Jim Bardwell

The National Day of Prayer was held locally last Thursday at noon at the 
Gladewater veterans’ memorial plaza with Body of Believers Ministeries’ 
Kelton Wilson serving as emcee and concluding the service with a 
prayer for unity. Other pasters participating were Bruce Beam of Elevate 
Worship Center, First United Methodist Church’s Bud Miller, Union Grove 
Baptist’s Brian Zappa and Farrell Alexander who pastor’s Eastview 
Baptist in Kilgore as well as serving in a variety of volunteer position 
in his hometown of Gladewater.  Chamber of Commerce President Lois 
Reed organized the event which the chamber hosted. Gladewater Mayor 
JD Shipp opened Thursday’s local celebration of the National Day of 
Prayer with a proclamation recognizing the importance of intercessory 
prayer locally and nationally.                           Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Center Street’s historic red brick streets were under repair last week to return them 
to level heights and to their original brick design eliminating the patching done by 
city and utility crews after water and gas line breaks. Work has been completed on 
Quitman Street. The project is sponsored by the Gladewater Economic Development 
Corporation.               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

The Texas House has passed 
State Sen. Bryan Hughes’  sweeping 

e l e c t i o n 
r e fo rm b i l l 
f o l l o w i n g 
a  mara thon 
session which 
ended after 3 
a.m. Friday.

The House 
r e t u r n e d 
F r i d a y 
a f t e r n o o n 

and gave the bill final passage 
after about 90 more minutes of 
testimony.

According to the Austin 
Amer i can  S ta t e sman ,  SB 
7, authored by Sen. Hughes 
(R-Mineola) passed on an 81-64 
vote. The passage came with 
18 amendments after the bill 
authors met with Democrats 
behind closed doors to come up 
with an agreement. This made 
the bill look much different than 
the version passed by the Senate.

The bill passed after a third 
reading on a 78-64 vote on Friday 
afternoon.

SB 7 would require applicants 

Sen. Hughes 
gets 2 major 
bills passed

HUGHES

GHS Senior activities/graduation plans 
announced, car parade set for May 21

Continued on Page 4

Gladewater High School principal Derrick Floyd has announced that 
on Wednesday from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Kilgore College will present 
a FAFSA night with Butcher Shop hamburgers served. The workshop 
is to open to seniors and their parents to help them complete financial 
aid applications.

On Friday, May 21 seniors will line up on Pacific Street at 6 p.m. 
for the Senior Parade which will begin at 6:30 p.m. The Top 10% 
will lead the processional and line up in rank order. Seniors will wear 
caps and gowns but may wear casual attire under their gowns. Each 
graduate is limited to one car and no trailers will be permitted. The 
parade route will be posted on social media and in the Gladewater 
Mirror newspaper. The parade will end at the back of the GISD 
Administration office on the Broadway Campus where every senior 
will receive 10 guest tickets to the graduation ceremony.

On Wednesday, May 26 the seniors will need to arrive at school by 
8:30 a.m. in their caps and gowns ready to board buses at the back of 
the school for the traditional Senior Walk. The first stop will be Weldon 
Elementary followed by GMS and Gladewater Primary School stops. 

The last stop will be back at the high school where the seniors will 
parade the halls for the final time. The soon-to-be graduates will be 
dismissed after the Senior 2021 picture is taken.

On Thursday, May 27 the seniors will meet in the GHS Cafeteria 
at 8:40 a.m. in business attire and proceed to the auditorium for the 
Senior Awards Assembly at 9 a.m. Parents are warmly encouraged 
to attend.

On Friday, May 28, the seniors will meet in the gym before 
commencement at 7 p.m. Graduation ceremonies will be held at the 
Jack V. Murphy Bear Stadium beginning at 8 p.m. Seniors will be 
required to attend graduation practice at 9 a.m. in the gym, as well as 
return the letter signed by student and parents previously sent home. 
Students owing fines will not receive a diploma or final transcript 
until all fines are paid.

The dress code for graduation requires that boys wear a collared 
shirt and tie or bowtie (white shirt works best for photos), with dress 
pants and dark dress shoes. Girls should wear modest heels (walking 

Continued on Page 8
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 The Union Grove Lady Lions make school history in dramatic fashion last week, winning 
the Area Round championship by beating Linden-Kildare. For the first time, Union Grove 
will advance to the Regional Quarterfinals. They will face off against Alba-Golden Friday 
at Rains High School. Game 1starts at 6:30 p.m.            Photo by Chris Jones

The Lions swept LaPoynor to earn a Bi-District Championship last week. The Lions will 
travel to Rains for a best-of-3 against Maud in an Area match-up. Game 1 begins Thursday 
at 7 p.m. with Game 2 on set for Friday at 7 p.m.. If necessary, Game 3 will begin at 1:30 
p.m. on Saturday.               Photo by Chris Jones

84th Round-Up Rodeo 
a month away, queen’s 
contest reintroduced

After having to cancel last year’s rodeo due to COVID-19 health 
concerns - a first in the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s eight decade-
plus run - this year’s rodeo promises to be a barn burner - June 9-12.

Gates open at 6 p.m. daily, with rodeo action starting at 8:15 p.m. at 
the Gladewater Rodeo Arena off U.S. 80 here in Gladewater. Tickets 
are $16 for adults and $8 for children ages 12 and younger. Tickets 
can be purchased online at GladewaterRodeo.com.

With 8-time world champion Don Gay providing the color 
commentary from the arena floor aboard his horse and veteran rodeo 
announcer Greg Simas perched up in the booth fand are sure to get 
an education about rodeo and all the skills it has to offer for four full 
nights. Also on hand this year will be the men who keep the rodeo 
athletes safe - professional rodeo clowns and bullfighters Mike Driver, 
Wacey Munsell and Judd Napier.

The Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s also will feature its nightly 
Mutton Bustin’ at 7:45pm for little Buckaroos between the ages of 
5 and 7 and who weigh 50 pounds or less. This year entries will be 
taken ONLINE ONLY between the dates of May 31st at noon and 
June 7th at noon. Go to: https://gladewaterrodeo.com/info/mutton-
bustin to register.

The rodeo will once again will feature its nightly calf scramble 
which is free to kids in two age groups: 10 & Under and 11 & Up. 
No pre-registration is required.

After a lengthy absence, five ladies will be competing for the title of 
Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo Queen at this year’s rodeo.The winner 
will be crowned at Saturday’s finale.

The Rodeo Queen contestants include:
Alexis Howard is a 17-year-old junior at Gilmer High 

School. She is involved in the school’s JROTC program 
and the Buckeye Brigade, a spirit group of the school. 
Alexis has a deep interest for equine science, and enjoys 
volunteering at local equine rescues and handicapable 
rodeos. She is a member of Sit ‘Em Down Cowboy 

church, where she is on the youth and arena teams. In her spare time, 
Alexis loves reading, writing, art and music. In the future, she would 
like to attend Texas A&M University to become a veterinarian, and 
eventually open her own practice and equine rescue. If Alexis were 
to win the title of Miss Gladewater Rodeo, she says that she “would 
like to visit schools to teach students about western heritage and the 
culture of the ‘cowboy/girl way,’ and “promote more handicapable 
opportunities in the rodeo world.”

Sydni Coats is an 18-year-old resident of Big 
Sandy, Texas, and is homeschooled. Some of the 
school activities she participates in are horse judging, 
horticulture, photography, art, music and is a member 
of the FFA. Sydni is passionate about horsemanship 

Front Row (Left to Right): Sydni Coats, Meagan Hodge, Si-
erra Blankenship, Back Row (Left to Right): Kallie Rogers  
and Alexis Howard.           Photo by Jim Bardwell

The National Day of Prayer was held locally last Thursday at noon at the 
Gladewater veterans’ memorial plaza with Body of Believers Ministeries’ 
Kelton Wilson serving as emcee and concluding the service with a 
prayer for unity. Other pasters participating were Bruce Beam of Elevate 
Worship Center, First United Methodist Church’s Bud Miller, Union Grove 
Baptist’s Brian Zappa and Farrell Alexander who pastor’s Eastview 
Baptist in Kilgore as well as serving in a variety of volunteer position 
in his hometown of Gladewater.  Chamber of Commerce President Lois 
Reed organized the event which the chamber hosted. Gladewater Mayor 
JD Shipp opened Thursday’s local celebration of the National Day of 
Prayer with a proclamation recognizing the importance of intercessory 
prayer locally and nationally.                           Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Center Street’s historic red brick streets were under repair last week to return them 
to level heights and to their original brick design eliminating the patching done by 
city and utility crews after water and gas line breaks. Work has been completed on 
Quitman Street. The project is sponsored by the Gladewater Economic Development 
Corporation.               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

The Texas House has passed 
State Sen. Bryan Hughes’  sweeping 

e l e c t i o n 
r e fo rm b i l l 
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a  mara thon 
session which 
ended after 3 
a.m. Friday.

The House 
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F r i d a y 
a f t e r n o o n 

and gave the bill final passage 
after about 90 more minutes of 
testimony.

According to the Austin 
Amer i can  S ta t e sman ,  SB 
7, authored by Sen. Hughes 
(R-Mineola) passed on an 81-64 
vote. The passage came with 
18 amendments after the bill 
authors met with Democrats 
behind closed doors to come up 
with an agreement. This made 
the bill look much different than 
the version passed by the Senate.

The bill passed after a third 
reading on a 78-64 vote on Friday 
afternoon.
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GHS Senior activities/graduation plans 
announced, car parade set for May 21
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Gladewater High School principal Derrick Floyd has announced that 
on Wednesday from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. Kilgore College will present 
a FAFSA night with Butcher Shop hamburgers served. The workshop 
is to open to seniors and their parents to help them complete financial 
aid applications.

On Friday, May 21 seniors will line up on Pacific Street at 6 p.m. 
for the Senior Parade which will begin at 6:30 p.m. The Top 10% 
will lead the processional and line up in rank order. Seniors will wear 
caps and gowns but may wear casual attire under their gowns. Each 
graduate is limited to one car and no trailers will be permitted. The 
parade route will be posted on social media and in the Gladewater 
Mirror newspaper. The parade will end at the back of the GISD 
Administration office on the Broadway Campus where every senior 
will receive 10 guest tickets to the graduation ceremony.

On Wednesday, May 26 the seniors will need to arrive at school by 
8:30 a.m. in their caps and gowns ready to board buses at the back of 
the school for the traditional Senior Walk. The first stop will be Weldon 
Elementary followed by GMS and Gladewater Primary School stops. 

The last stop will be back at the high school where the seniors will 
parade the halls for the final time. The soon-to-be graduates will be 
dismissed after the Senior 2021 picture is taken.

On Thursday, May 27 the seniors will meet in the GHS Cafeteria 
at 8:40 a.m. in business attire and proceed to the auditorium for the 
Senior Awards Assembly at 9 a.m. Parents are warmly encouraged 
to attend.

On Friday, May 28, the seniors will meet in the gym before 
commencement at 7 p.m. Graduation ceremonies will be held at the 
Jack V. Murphy Bear Stadium beginning at 8 p.m. Seniors will be 
required to attend graduation practice at 9 a.m. in the gym, as well as 
return the letter signed by student and parents previously sent home. 
Students owing fines will not receive a diploma or final transcript 
until all fines are paid.

The dress code for graduation requires that boys wear a collared 
shirt and tie or bowtie (white shirt works best for photos), with dress 
pants and dark dress shoes. Girls should wear modest heels (walking 

AUSTIN— Welcome 2022 with a First Day Hike at one of 
89 Texas State Parks. Parks statewide will be hosting a variety 
of self-guided and guided events  so visitors can walk, bike or 
paddle their way into the new year.

First Day Hikes at Texas’ state parks and natural areas aim 
to help visitors commit to their New Year’s resolutions to get 
healthy. Last year, 2,668 visitors ushered in 2021 by hiking, 
biking and riding a total of 8,173 miles statewide. Find a list of 
this year’s First Day Hikes on the TPWD calendar page.

 “Each new year brings about new opportunities and a fresh start 
for a new adventure,” said Rodney Franklin, Director of Texas 
State Parks. “Many first-time park users chose state parks last 
year and discovered the joys of getting outdoors.  We cannot wait 
to welcome those visitors back again in 2022.  I want to invite 
all visitors, new and returning, to join us in beginning 2022 with 
a First Day Hike at your favorite Texas State Park.”

Bid 2021 Adieu With a First Day Hike in 2022
Trails at Texas State Parks range in length and difficulty 

levels across the state. Some short, easy trails are perfect for 
family-friendly scenic strolls, while others are more strenuous 
for experienced hikers. Trail maps for all Texas State Parks can 
be found on the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) 
website and individual park webpages.

Anyone planning a trip to a Texas State Park is encouraged to 
reserve a day pass in advance since some parks are expected to 
reach their capacity limit. Reserve day passes online through the 
TPWD reservation website or by calling (512) 389-8900.

Start the year off with a splash at the 6th annual Dino Dive from 
2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at Dinosaur Valley State Park. Plungers will 
meet at the Rock Beach by the Main Track Site and are encour-
aged to bring a towel, water, change of clothes, and a costume 
or fun outfit. Participants must register online to receive a medal 
for jumping into the frigid Paluxy River. All proceeds benefit 

Dinosaur Valley’s Friends group.
Celebrate New Year’s Eve at Fort Parker State Park with a 

late-night hike. The easy half-mile guided hike starts at 10:30 
p.m., Dec. 31, exploring the Bur Oak Trail with black lights. The 
fun will continue with a “Riddle-Me-This” scavenger hunt until 
12:30 a.m. Jan. 1, 2022. The night will conclude at a campfire 
with hot chocolate and cookies. Visitors are encouraged to bring 
a flashlight, wear closed-toe shoes and dress for the weather.

Put the pedal to the metal for a First Day Bike Ride at San 
Angelo State Park. This guided bike ride begins at 2 p.m., Jan. 
1, and visitors must bring their own bike and helmet to partici-
pate. Participants enter through the South Gatehouse located at 
362 South FM 2288, San Angelo, TX, 76901, then meet at the 
Chaparral Pavilion.

For more information about hiking or other activities in Texas 
State Parks, visit http://www.texasstateparks.org.

The December Lion’s Club Students of the 
Month for Gladewater Middle School are 
Aleigha McGuyer and Jeremiah Flanagan.  

Courtesy Photo

The Lion’s Club Gladewater Middle School 
Students of the Month are Lizzet Jaramillo 
and Tucker Macklin.             Courtesy Photo
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Get your business noticed! Just $15/week Call 903-845-2235

YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

SM Tree Service, Stump 
Grinding & Lawn Care
No job is too small!!!

Tree service, hauling off 
trees, stump grinding, box 
blading, driveways, brush 
hogging, lawn care, weed 

eating and clean up

903-402-9647

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

Your money shouldn't stop 
working when you do.

Dallas D Long 
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101 
Gladewater, TX 75647 
903-845-6680

Turn your Clunker into CASH!

Pickers will pay TOP DOLLAR for your unwanted vehicle!

121 S. Main St., Gladewater
903-399-8157  l  gladewaterknifecompany.com

facebook.com/gladewaterknifecompany
We are a family-owned local business. We sell quality 
knives for work, hunting, gifts and family heirlooms. 

We carry a great selection from several makers. 
We have several made in Texas.

Gladewater, TX
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $12,634.46 $9,265.27 36.36% $35,094.67 $29,995.93 16.99%
Easton 1.000% $6,274.67 $4,852.83 29.29% $20,438.88 $17,753.79 15.12%
Gladewater 1.500% $125,178.82 $103,007.99 21.52% $483,990.83 $513,020.90 -5.65%
Kilgore 1.500% $777,260.54 $716,084.29 8.54% $2,973,598.08 $3,366,089.86 -11.66%
Lakeport 1.500% $26,568.33 $23,762.02 11.81% $98,584.57 $90,477.92 8.95%
Longview 1.500% $3,938,681.05 $2,995,536.81 31.48% $15,234,616.57 $14,104,439.36 8.01%
Warren City 1.000% $1,811.18 $1,309.48 38.31% $6,960.36 $7,218.74 -3.57%
White Oak 1.500% $93,807.57 $97,106.91 -3.39% $441,334.00 $432,107.57 2.13%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $27,994.22 $21,677.79 29.13% $112,290.03 $88,664.37 26.64%
East Mountain 1.000% $5,151.99 $3,204.66 60.76% $20,252.68 $17,421.23 16.25%
Gilmer 1.500% $241,500.61 $208,572.21 15.78% $926,039.49 $859,643.11 7.72%
Ore City 1.500% $21,086.26 $23,176.18 -9.01% $93,936.78 $89,627.36 4.80%
Union Grove 1.000% $574.48 $268.49 113.96% $2,044.88 $1,641.64 24.56%

Gladewater’s local sales 
tax revenue up 21.52% 

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $1.06 billion in 
local sales tax allocations for May, 28.4 percent more than in May 2020 and 21.9 
percent more than in May 2019.

These allocations are based on sales made in March by businesses that report 
tax monthly and sales made in January, February and March by quarterly filers.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-digit increases, showing a 
21.52-percent rise over the same  period last year. Gladewater’s sales tax posted 
$125,178.82 in March 2021 compared to $103,007.99  for March of 2020. For 
the year Gladewater is down -5.65-percent.

Kilgore posted a 8.54-percent increase in sales tax revenue, while neighboring 
White Oak slipped -3.39-percent. Gilmer posted a 15.78-percent increase and 
Warren City was up 38.31-percent. Clarksville City was up 36.36-percent.

Continued on Page 7

Toll 49 is coming through Gladewater and if you want to voice your 
opinion on the TxDOT project plan to tune in to the virtual public 
meeting this Thursday at 7 p.m. The proposed project would, subject 
to final design considerations, require approximately 123 acres of 
additional right of way, and potentially displace 37 residences and 
15 non-residential structures. 

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is proposing 
to widen US 271 from FM 16 in Smith County, north to the Upshur 
County line, for a total distance of approximately 10 miles. The 
widening will follow Loop 485 around the city of Gladewater rather 
than continuing through the downtown district. 

A draft environmental assessment (EA) is available for public 
review and TxDOT will be conducting a virtual public hearing on the 
proposed project with an in-person option. The virtual hearing will 
be held on May 20 at 7 p.m. To log into the virtual public hearing, go 
to the following web address at the date and time indicated above: 
www.txdot.gov, and in the upper right-hand search box, enter the 
keywords “US 271 Public Hearing”. The virtual hearing will consist 
of a pre-recorded video presentation and will include both audio and 
visual components. TxDOT offcials said the presentation will not be 
available on the website until the time and date listed above. However, 
the presentation will remain available for viewing at the web address 
indicated above until June 4 at 11:59 p.m.

Additionally, TxDOT is providing an in-person option for individuals 
who would like to participate in person instead of online. In-person 
attendees will be able to view the same presentation delivered in 
the online public hearing, which will be playing on a screen, review 
hard copies of project materials, ask questions of TxDOT staff from 
a socially distanced approach, and leave written comments. 

The in-person option will be held on May 20 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
TxDOT Tyler District Office, 2709 W. Front St. in Tyler.  Attendance 
at the in-person option will be by appointment only. 

Toll 49 virtual meeting set
for Thursday at 7 p.m. Rodeo Time nears ...Rodeo Time nears ...

AD Clower proposes athletic updates 
The Union Grove Lady Lions continue their historic playoff run 

beating Alba-Golden 9-7 in a one game playoff for the Regional 
Quarterfinal Championship. Union Grove moves on to face West 
Sabine in the Regional Semifinals. The first game in the best 2 out 
of 3 series begins Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.. Game 2 will be Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. and Game 3 will be Saturday at 10 a.m. (if necessary). All 
games will be held at Rusk High School.

Union Grove dug a deep hole, giving up 6 runs in the first two 
innings without scoring any of their own. The Lady Lions began the 
rally in the bottom of the 3rd when Jocy Saurez doubled to left field, 
scoring Sydney Chamberlain from 1st. Mia Rust also doubled to left 
field to bring Saurez home. 

Saurez would double to left field again in the bottom of the 5th to 
get Jolea Robertson in for Union Grove’s 3rd run. The Lady Panthers 
padded their lead with a run in the top of the 6th, but it wouldn’t hold. 

With one out, AG loaded the bases, giving up a double to Gracie 
Winn, walking Ali Yohn, and allowing Daytona Vaughn on base on an 
error. Robertson reached on a walk, scoring Winn. Yohn and Vaughn 
scored off a double to center field by Chamberlain. Saurez doubled 
to left field on the next pitch to score Robertson and Chamberlain, 
giving the Lady Lions their first lead of the game. Saurez scored an 
insurance run on a ground out by Katelyn Vaughn before AG could 
get out of the inning. Rust would get the final out, tagging the runner 
attempting to steal home from 3rd. 

Lady Lions advance in playoffs

It’s official now - the banners have been hung and the chutes have been painted. The 84th 
Annual Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo will bust out of the gate June 9-12. Gates open at 6 
p.m. daily, with rodeo action starting at 8:15 p.m. at the Gladewater Rodeo Arena off U.S. 
80. Tickets are $16 for adults and $8 for children ages 12 and younger. Tickets can be 
purchased online at GladewaterRodeo.com.             

Photo by Jim Bardwell

City under Boil 
Water Notice
At presstime, water customers 

in Gladewater remained under 
a boil water notice. The notice 
is due to reduced pressure and 
a water outage and the Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ) requires the 
city to notify customers of the 
need to boil their water prior to 
consumption. 

City Manager Ricky Tow said 
Monday water samples were 
being pulled and he hopes to have 
results back by Wednesday which 
could left the boil water notice.

To ensure destruction of all 
harmful bacteria and other 
microbes, water for drinking, 
cooking, and making ice should 
be boiled and cooled prior to use. 
The water should be brought to 
a vigorous, rolling boil and then 
boiled for two minutes. In lieu of 
boiling, you may purchase bottled 
water or obtain water from some 
other suitable source.

If you have questions call City 
Hall at 903-845-2196.

By Suzanne Bardwell
Athletic Director Scott Clower spoke at Monday’s GISD school 

board meeting about repairs, refurbishments and repurposing that 
needs to be done to bring high school athletic facilities safe and up 
to par. Clower pointed out that GHS is the only school in the district 
that has six tennis courts and could be hosting tournaments if they 
were resurfaced. Clower said that the gym floor needs reconditioning 
and needs a new sound system, that the track has problems, as well as 
the press box, field house and ballfields. He said that the field house 
needs to be updated to meet the needs of the girls’ and boys’ teams 
now sharing space.

“This is a very, very significant amount of money we are talking 
about,” Garth Cockerell said. “I would like some time to come out 
and look at these issues.”

Board President Jon Keller asked Clower how he would prioritize 
the projects.

“To be honest they are equal in my sight,” Clower said. “It’s all 

important in my opinion. It will take time to get there. If it is the gym 
or track, we need to start immediately because those are going to be 
used at the start of school. Whatever we decide to do it is going to be 
real important and make a difference for our kids.”

Clower said that the projects are going to take time and planning 
in moving forward.

“I appreciate everything you have done to bring this to our attention,” 
trustee Ross Morgan said. “You are the right person for the job.”

Trustee Rickie Blackmon recommended gathering quotes, as well 
as warranty and maintenance requirements for the projects.

Supt. Dr. Sedric Clark told the board that the projects would come 
from the fund balance which sits at about $4.7 million at this time. 

The board voted to table the request while they studied the list of 
projects to be done and gathered more information. The board will 
possibly hold an emergency meeting to vote on moving forward on 
some of the projects this summer.

Continued on Page 5
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Following the swearing in of newly-elected Gladewater City 
Council members Dennis Robertson, Elijah Anderson, Rocky 
Hawkins, and Kevin Clark Thursday evening, the council got down to 
work concerning the possible rehabilitation of the Lee Public Library.

The council approved going out for bids for a roof, A/C, and interior 
remodeling. The library sustained severe damage from the February 
ice storm, that left the building flooded. Bids are being gathered so 
council members can make an  informed decision as to which way 
the city plans to go concerning the library, which following a major 
cleanup effort, is now a blank slate ready to be re-purposed. 

Councilman Clark told the audience that any city funds used on 
the library would not come from funds designated for roads or water 
projects.

Currently volunteers are working to obtain grants from outside 
sources to be used for the library’s rebuild. If successful, the city 
would not be responsible for the complete price tag. 

Estimates to replace the roof are expected to be around  $150,000. 
In other business the council:

• Held a public hearing and then approved a variance to a city 
ordinance dealing with “Connection to City System” at 2179 W. 
Lake Drive.

• Approved the delinquent tax report presented by MVBA
• Approved amending the city’s “Solid Waste ordinance.”
• Approved amending the city’s swimming regulations, fishing 

regulations to include no fishing in the swimming area.
• Approved the abandonment of 19.6’ x 79.8’ west extension of the 

Allison Street Water Tower.
• Approved adding purple martin housing at Lake Gladewater Park
• Approved revisions to the “Blanket Permit Policy”

City goes out for 
bids on possible 
Library repairs

KC to open hub-center here

GW, UG graduation ceremonies set for Friday

EDITH ALVAREZ
GHS VALEDICTORIAN

CATALINA COLLING
UGHS VALEDICTORIAN

Commencement exercises for the Gladewater 
Class of 2021 will be held in Jack V. Murphy Stadium 

on May 28, 2021 at 8 p.m.  

Commencement exercises for the Union Grove 
Class of 2021 will be held in the  Glyn Johnston 

Stadium on May 28, 2021 at 8:00 p.m.  

Union Grove High School will hold its commencement ceremony 
Friday, May 28 at 8 p.m. in Glyn Johnston Stadium.

Valedictorian Catalina Colling graduates with a GPA of 103.15128. 
She serves as the Class of 2021 President, NHS secretary, Lion Band 
Vice President and Head Drum Major. She says her biggest accom-
plishment was advancing to state marching contest where the band 
was named Texas’ Best 2A Military Marching Band. 

Colling participated in Systems Go Rocketry, academic UIL 
accounting, literary criticism, calculator apps, math and number 
sense competition. The accounting team recently earned the state 
championship. 

She plans to attend the University of Texas at Austin to pursue a 
degree in the College of Natural Science as a biology major with the 
goal of attending medical school. Colling’s proud parents are Jeremy 
Colling and Mary Rambin.

Salutatorian Carlos Escobedo with a GPA of 101.51739 is the 
Class of 2021 Vice President, Lion Band Vice President, NHS Vice 
President and participated in Systems Go Rocketry and the Culinary 
Arts Program. He also participated in academic UIL competition in 
literary criticism, calculator apps, mathematics and science. 

Escobedo says his biggest accomplishment was writing a 20,000 
word novel in junior honors English. He plans to attend Texas State 
University to pursue a degree in nursing with the goal of becoming a 
nurse anesthetist. His proud parents are Carlos Escobedo and Ruby 
Barrios.

UGHS Historian Camille Hanson has a GPA of 100.806.25. She 
is the daughter of proud parents Anna and Gary Hanson. She served 
as her class’s president all three underclassmen years.

She was voted Most Likely to Succeed and is graduating with 12 
dual credit college hours. She is a member of NHS and the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes. Hanson plans to attend Texas A&M University 
and major in engineering.

Gladewater High School’s commencement exercises are Friday, 
May 28 at Jack V. Murphy Stadium at 8 p.m.

Valedictorian Edith Alvarez earned a 3.983 GPA and in Spotlight 
on GHS was named Most Studious Girl.

“Maintaining my spot as number 1 in my class throughout high 
school and earning the title of valedictorian is my most important 
achievement. 

The motivation instilled in me by my parents, who were not able to 
obtain the education that I received enabled me to achieve this goal.”

Alvarez was a Lion’s Student of the Month, NHS member and 
proud Bear Band member. 

She plans to attend UTT to pursue a nursing degree with the goal 
of becoming a nurse practitioner.

“I want to use my knowledge and abilities to help those in need,” 
Alvarez said. “I hope to be able to offer my service pro bono in the 
future once I obtain my dream career.”

Her proud parents are Juan Alvarez and Erika Martinez.
Janet Aguillon with a GPA of 3.966 is GHS Salutatorian. She says 

her greatest high school achievement includes her class rank honor 
and her success at Solo & Ensemble competition. 

She is a member of NHS and has been named a Lion’s Club Stu-
dent of the Month. At Spotlight on GHS she was named Most Likely 
to Succeed. 

After graduation she plans to attend UTT to earn a nursing degree 
with the goal of becoming an emergency care nurse. Her proud parents 
are Norma Aguillon and Alejandro Aguillon.

Jennifer Rivera-Hernandez with a GPA of 3.965 is the class His-
torian. She is an NHS member and 7-year proud Bear Band musician. 
She plans to attend Kilgore College and then transfer to UTT to pursue 
a degree in nursing. 

Her proud parents are Elias Rivera and Araceli Hernandez.

By Suzanne Bardwell
Kilgore College President 

Dr. Brenda Kays met with 
about 30 Gladewater business, 
education, civic and community 
leaders last Tuesday at the 
GISD Administration Building. 
The group shared ideas about 
innovation and collaboration to 
enhance opportunities for high 
school graduates. 

“Institutional effectiveness is 
about being in a continuous cycle 
of improvement,” Dr. Kays said. 
“We are always looking for ways 
to do that.”

That cycle of improvement 
includes plans for an educational 
hub in Gladewater partnering 
with Gladewater, Big Sandy and 
Union Grove ISDs with career 
and technology certification 
offerings that will enable high 
school graduates to pursue skilled 
labor jobs after graduation.

Dr. Kays began the meeting by 
asking what Kilgore College is 

doing well. Affordability, the dual 
credit program and the importance 
of access to college courses along 
with special services Kilgore 
College offers was touted by 
community members. Between 
25-30% of GHS students are 
enrolled in dual credit courses.

Recently Gladewater and 
Gilmer high schools held a KC 
sponsored competition with 

the highest number of FAFSA 
(financial aid) applications 
completed. The college held 
a drive through workshop at 
both campuses with Gladewater 
winning the competition with 56 
cars participating. Dr. Kays said 
that was the largest turnout the 
college has had with participating 
schools.

“For our community, I think 
one of KC’s biggest success 
stories is with Ms. Hester,” GHS 
Principal Derrick Floyd said. 
“She’s there to bring assistance 
and help to our students. She is 
always in the halls working with 
our kids.”

Krystal Hester’s title is Success 
Coach. Her salary is funded by 
Kilgore College. 

“Ms. Hester focuses on GHS 
seniors to assist them with 
planning for life after high school 
and offer guidance and counseling 
for college, trade school or 

Kilgore College President 
Dr. Brenda Kays

This private drive that feeds into the Gladewater High School parking lot adjacent to 
the Upshur County Extension office sustained major damage from recent rains. The 
culvert, as well as dirt and roadway materials,  have been washed out leaving a mas-
sive sinkhole. This drive, although not frequently used, has been made available by 
the school district in the past during high traffic events such as football, shows at 
the high school, and more. This may be the end to this access road depending on 
what the district wants to do with it in the future. 
            Photo by Christian Allen

Gladewater City Clerk Judy Van Houten swore in newly-elected Gladewater City Council members Elijah Anderson, 
Dennis Robertson, Rocky Hawkins, and Kevin Clark Thursday evening.          Photo by Jim Bardwell

Continued on Page 5
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Gladewater High School senior Edith Alvarez with a GPA 
of 3.983 earned the honor of Valedictorian of the Class 
of 2021. Her proud parents are Juan Alvarez and Erika 
Martinez.               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

GHS Valedictory Speech
“Solely by giving me the opportunity to 

receive an education in this country you 
have given me everything.”

By Edith Alvarez
Good evening. I’d like to thank everyone for being in attendance 

tonight as the class of 2021 closes one chapter and opens a new one. 
Your presence is highly appreciated by each one of us. 

So.... as some of you may know, I definitely procrastinated when it 
came to the writing of this speech. Mostly because I was in slight fear 
of actually giving the speech itself since I am not the most outgoing or 
talkative person there is; my classmates can attest to that. That aside, 
here I am standing before you as valedictorian of the class of 2021 and 
I would like to tell you about what motivated me up to this point and 
will continue to do so the rest of my life. Each person has a specific 
thing that motivates them, mine consists of two people, mom and dad. 
Motivation in me stems from hearing my dad wake up early in the 
morning, despite the physical pain he may be in from the previous 
work day, drive 45 minutes to his work office just so he can then drive 
to the destination he will actually be working at that day. Motivation 
is the sweat dripping down my dad’s face when he is working on a 
hot Texas day, in a place with no air conditioning. Motivation is my 
mother going to help my dad on some occasions, where she is doing 
what some would say, a “man’s job.” There are times after she gets 
home from working with my dad all day, tired as she may be, and 
will stay up past midnight making tamale orders because they are 
to be delivered early the next day.  That is my motivation. The way 
my mother and father are not ashamed of working humble jobs, if 
it means helping our family progress, motivates me to work harder 
so that one day I can give to them and more, what they have to me 
and my brothers, who I also want to express gratitude for since they 
are always there to hear me out when I just need a listening ear. My 
motivation is to one day have the ability to treat my parents to what 
they deserve and that life has not allowed them to have due to certain 
circumstances up to this point. Their situations did not allow them to 
obtain the education that I received here. Therefore, I will be the first 
in my family to graduate from high school. Their advice and wise 
words helped immensely in that regard and will be carried with me 
daily to maintain my motivation for a successful future. Now that I 
have told you mine, what is yours? 

Whether you are motivated simply by the career you want to obtain 
and not by hardships, everyone has the ability to succeed. I know that 
sounds cheesy or basic, but it is true. As we walk into this new stage 
in our lives, everything is up to us. Big decisions or small, we have 
the power in our hands to make what we assume are the best choices 
and will be most beneficial. I feel confident in saying that each one 
of my classmates is more than capable of leaving this stadium here 
tonight and going out into the world to make an impact wherever they 
decide to go. Whether you are planning to further your education, go 
directly into the workforce, or join the military, we all have one thing 
in common, which is the feelings of fear,  excitement, frustration, or 
reluctance we have when arranging for our future. Whether you have a 
detailed plan or not, you can not deny that becoming independent has 
a form of intimidation attached to it, but do not allow that to prevent 
you from prospering. Take that intimidation and use it. Do things, 
especially if they are out of your comfort zone, because those are the 
ones that help you grow, learn, and gain experience in life. 

Through the years we spent in GHS, we’ve learned valuable lessons 
that will apply to situations in and out of the classroom. We have also 
had opportunities to create memories with our friends, teachers, and 
all the esteemed staff at this school. In an instant, we’ve made our last 
memories here. Our last time sitting in class as students, or walking 
the halls with our friends and laughing hysterically at the least funny 
things like Jennifer, Nayeli and I do. We attended our last football 
games as students, where we created memories that we will reminisce 
on in years to come. I had my last meaningless argument with Yahir 
in Mrs. Ernst’s class this week, that will definitely be missed. As 
well as the after school conversations I had with Hunter which would 
literally be about anything, but still managed to brighten up my day. 
Or our talks at lunch that consisted of Shanillah and Jason singing 
for the most part. We even had our last temperature check by either 
one of the principals or coaches when we walked through the doors 
in the mornings. In my case, I will miss those halls and classrooms 
of GHS, and obviously my amazing teachers. Mrs. Aldredge, who is 
always ready to greet someone with a smile, even though I couldn’t 

POTHOLE OF THE WEEKPOTHOLE OF THE WEEK

The harsh spring weather has played havoc with roads 
and streets. This pothole of the week is on Hendricks 
Street is just off Rodeo Drive.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater High School and Union Grove High School seniors celebrated Graduation 2021 Friday night. Congratula-
tions to all our graduates.       Photos by Jim Bardwell and Chris Jones

The 2021 legislative session ended Sunday. And Texas state 
lawmakers ended their biennial regular session with a list of 
Republican priorities to boast of, leading some in the party to declare 
it the “most conservative session” they can recall.

We’ve recapped some of the session’s legislative highlights below. 
You can also check out our bill tracker here to see what’s on Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s desk, what he’s signed into Texas law and what failed. 
And read all of our Legislature coverage here. 

Voting: In a last ditch attempt to block Senate Bill 7, all Democrats 
walked off the House floor Sunday night, preventing a vote on the 
legislation before a fatal deadline. The bill includes provisions to limit 
early voting hours and curtail local options. On Saturday, President 
Joe Biden called legislation like SB7 that restricts voting access is 
“un-American.” Read more. 

Abortion: Abbott this month signed into law Senate Bill 8 that 
would prohibit abortions in Texas as early as six weeks — before 
some women know they are pregnant — and open the door for almost 
any private citizen to sue abortion providers and others. Read more. 
Last week, House Bill 1280 was also passed by the Legislature, a bill 
that if signed by the governor would ban abortion in Texas if the U.S. 
Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. Read more. 

Winter storm: The Texas House and Senate on Sunday approved 
sweeping legislation to overhaul the state’s power grid following 

‘Most conservative 
session’ concludes, 

special session expected

Marine veteran and GFSA member Leon Watson 
salutes the flag during the playing of the National 
Anthem at Monday’s Memorial Day observance 
downtown. Watson and his wife Pat led the event.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

“…the most expensive holiday”
GFSA Memorial Day observance

By Suzanne Bardwell
With over 75 in attendance the annual Memorial Day observance 

hosted by the Gladewater Former Students Association honored 
military servicemen and women who sacrificed their lives in 
the cause of freedom. GFSA President Larry Clemens gave 
the welcome and noted that the downtown ‘war memorial’ was 
dedicated in 2002. He also acknowledged John Paul Tallent as 
a driving force in its creation. Clemens went on to note that 16 
additional names had been added to the memorial this past year.

“Memorial Day is the most expensive holiday on the calendar,” 
Clemens said. “It is in honor of whose who paid in life and blood. 
It is not simply a day off, it is a day paid for in sacrifice. We want 
to remember what this day is for.”

Clemens also said that there was a misconception that the 
individuals must have graduated from Gladewater to have their 
names inscribed. He said that was inaccurate. That those who 
have lived in the community are eligible.

City Councilman Rocky Hawkins offered the opening prayer. 
Before the invocation, he said, “I wasn’t called by God to serve 
in the military but I have lain awake many nights in regret, and 
in relief thinking about it.”

Hawkins prayer was followed by a City Proclamation read by 
Mayor J.D. Shipp.

Continued on Page 7
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Polish your boots and pull that cowboy hat out of the closet - because WE’RE BACK and 
it’s rodeo time in Gladewater - as the 84th Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo breaks out of the 
             chutes - and it all starts today.
             After taking an unexpected break last year due to COVID-19 health precautions,
        sponsor signs have again been hung at the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo arena 
and all the chutes have a fresh coat of bright red paint courtesy of all the loyal rodeo 
volunteers. Concession stands have been loaded, vendors have set up their booths 
around the arena and hundreds of professional cowboys and cowgirls are on their way
 to Gladewater this week for four nights of fun and hopefully a nice paycheck tucked 
in their pocket.
 The 2021 Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo is set to thrill you with four nights of top 
rodeo action at the Gladewater Rodeo Arena, starting Wednesday, June 9th with a 
        full night of XTreme Bulls, followed by three nights of PRCA rodeo excitement Thursday, June 10th through Saturday, June 12th. Gates open nightly at 6 p.m.,
                and all proceeds from the rodeo fund scholarships for area students.
  Tickets for the 84th Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo are $16 for adults / $8 for kids (12 and under) and can be purchased in person at Cavender’s Boot
             City in Longview or online at GladewaterRodeo.com. On Thursday, June 7th, the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo will proudly offer special half-price
	 	 	tickets	for	members	of	the	military	and	first	responders	who	present	a	valid	ID	at	the	Rodeo	Ticket	Office.	The	Ticket	Office	on	the	rodeo	grounds	is
        located just north of Highway 80 on North Rodeo Street in Gladewater and will be open at 9 a.m. daily.
   Registration for Kids Mutton Bustin’ (5-7 years of age; under 50 pounds) went online only this year and participating children will receive
    one (1) free adult ticket for signing up. Mutton Bustin’ starts at 7:45 p.m. nightly. And as usual - the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo’s nightly
    Calf Scramble will be free to kids in two age groups: 8 and Under and ages 9-12. No pre-registration is required so come on out and try to
     grab that ribbon off the calf’s tail and win a big prize.
       And a new highlight of the rodeo - back after a 30-year absence - will be the crowning of Miss 
       Gladewater Rodeo during the Tough Enough to Wear Pink performance on Saturday, June 12th.
       The rodeo queen nominees will be presented at the annual rodeo luncheon on today - 
      Wednesday - held at the First United Methodist Church’s Jeter Hall, then immediately after that 
    they will be available for a meet-and-greet at City National Bank, located at 895 
    E. Broadway Ave (US 80) in  Gladewater. 
	 	 	 	Starting	tonight,		professional	bullfighters	Wacey	Munsell,	Mike	Driver	and	Judd	Napier	
  will be put to the test as they try and keep cowboys out of harms way at the XTreme Bulls competition 
        - a full evening of bullriding by some of the best cowboys in the whole country. Last year Cole Melancon of 
           Liberty, TX won the Cavender’s Gladewater Round-Up Xtreme Bulls “John Quintana Memorial” 
           competition posting a score of 92. John Quintana was one of the great bull riders of all time, breaking the 

ROUND-UP RODEO SCHEDULE
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 9 – XTREME BULLS – Sponsored by Cav-
ender’s Boot City & Xtreme Bulls

THURSDAY, JUNE 10 – Sponsored by City National Bannk

FRIDAY, JUNE 11 – Sponsored by Superior HealthPlan

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 –  “Tough Enough to Wear Pink,” sponsored 
by Texas Oncology

world record for highest-scored bull rides twice in the 1970s. In 1971 Quintana rode Billy Minick Rodeo 
Company’s V61 in Gladewater for 94 points.
All proceeds from the Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo go to funding scholarships for area students. 
Last year even though the rodeo wasn’t held, the four scholarships were presented to area graduates 
- Luke Thomas Davidson of Union Grove ISD, Audrey Nolan of Gilmer ISD, Bailey 
Nicole Smith of Gladewater ISD and Maci Brooke Childress of Big Sandy ISD. This year 
the Rodeo Association was able to give out seven scholarships. The recipients were - 
Wyleigh Rachel Wilson of Union Grove ISD, Tristan Clint Hogue of Gladewater ISD, Sierrah 
Daniele Richter of Sabine ISD, Cannon Matthew Cowan of Union Grove ISD, Karsyn Stilley 
Lindsey of Gilmer ISD, Chase Vermillion Borders of Kilgore ISD and Spencer Alisa Pruitt of 
Harmony ISD. Congratulations to all..
	 Don	Gay	will	again	provide	the	color	analysis	for	rodeo	fans,	lending	his	insight	and	flavor	in	a	style	
all his own. And Don has the credentials to back up every word – he won a record 8 PRCA World Bull 
Riding Titles 1974-77. 1979-81, 1984 and he broke PRCA’s Bull Riding Single Season Record 8 
consecutive years 1974-81, just to list a few of his many accomplishments. 
“Gladewater has been a part of my life since 1970, and the second 
week of June is rodeo time. My memories in Gladewater 
are not just rodeo, they are friends, family, rodeo 
milestones, but most of all looking forward to the next 
performance because it’s always good! Gladewater 
Roundup Rodeo...I never get tired of saying that!” 
            PRCA announcer Greg Simas will be back this
year bringing rodeo fans the play-by-play from the 
Gladewater Round-up Rodeo announcer’s booth. This 
will be Simas’ third year on the Gladewater scene, and 
will bring rodeo fans expert commentary.

Greg SimasGreg Simas
Rodeo AnnouncerRodeo Announcer

Don Gay
Rodeo Color Analyst

Judd NapierJudd Napier
Professional BullfighterProfessional Bullfighter

Wacey Munsell
Professional Bullfighter

WE’RE BACK!!!

Five vying 
for rodeo 
queen’s 
crown

ALEXIS HOWARD KALLIE ROGERSSIERRA BLANKENSHIP SYDNI COATS MEAGAN HODGE

After a 30-year absence, the 
Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo will 
crown its rodeo queen Saturday 
night. Five young ladies are 
competing for the crown and the 
prizes that come with the title. 

The ladies will be presented 
at the annual rodeo luncheon on 
Wednesday at the First United 
Methodist Church’s Jeter Hall, 
then immediately after that they 
will be available for a meet and 

greet at City National Bank, 
located at 895 E. Broadway Ave 
(US 80) in  Gladewater. Hope to 
see you all there.

 Here are the contestants. Good 
luck!

Alexis Howard is a 17-year-old 
junior at Gilmer High School. 

She is involved in the school’s 
JROTC program and the Buckeye 
Brigade, a spirit group of the 
school. Alexis has a deep interest 
for equine science, and enjoys 
volunteering at local equine 
rescues and handicapable rodeos. 
She is a member of Sit ‘Em Down 

Cowboy church, where she is on 
the youth and arena teams. In her 
spare time, Alexis loves reading, 
writing, art and music. In the 
future, she would like to attend 
Texas A&M University to become 
a veterinarian, and eventually 
open her own practice and equine 

rescue. If Alexis were to win the 
title of Miss Gladewater Rodeo, 
she says that she “would like to 
visit schools to teach students 
about western heritage and the 
culture of the ‘cowboy/girl way,’ 
and “promote more handicapable 
opportunities in the rodeo world.”

Sydni Coats is an 18-year-old 
resident of Big Sandy, Texas, and 
is homeschooled. Some of the 
school activities she participates 
in are horse judging, horticulture, 
photography, art, music and is 
a member of the FFA. Sydni is 

8484 THTH
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8 Union Grove Junior High 
musicians make All-Region Band

Eight Union Grove Junior High band students were recognized for their outstanding 
musicianship by being selected to the Region IV ATSSB All-Region Middle School Band 
on Dec. 3. Karen Chavez-flute, Thomas Navarro-trombone, McClane Handorf-trumpet, 
Atley Alston-clarinet, August Vestal-French horn, Ryan Hickerson-trumpet, Madyson 
Lowe-French horn and Parker Haley-tuba.

These students participated in tryouts against hundreds of other students from area 
schools.  From those auditions the judges choose the best in each section to perform with 
the All-Region Band. The All-Region clinic and concert will be held Jan. 14 at Gilmer 
High School where the students will rehearse and perform a concert with other members 
of the All-Region Band. The concert will be held in the Gilmer High School Auditorium 
on Friday, Jan. 14 at 5:30 p.m.

The Union Grove Junior High Band will be participating in UIL Concert & Sight-reading 
Contest April 1 at Gilmer High School and will hold their annual spring concert in May. 
The UGJHS Band is directed by Jonathan Stafford and Andy Thompson.
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Need Quick Cash? 
Sell it in the Mirror! 

Call us today @ 903-845-2235

TexSCAN Week of 
Dec. 26-Jan. 1

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. Starting 
at $650/acre. Trans Pecos region. Also the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde Counties - 
free ranging exotics), South Texas (Duval County 
- whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 30-year 
fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. Call 
toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup 
power during utility power outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 value!). Request a free 
quote today! Call for additional terms and conditions. 
855-704-8579.

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722. 

EVENTS
Bob’s Baseball Tours – Field of Dreams Tour Aug. 
15-21, 2022: Home games for Chicago (Cubs/White 
Sox), Brewers and Twins. Also a visit to the Field of 
Dreams movie site. Tour begins/ends in Minnesota. 
New York/New England Fall Foliage Tour Sept. 
26-Oct. 2, 2022: Home games for New York (Yankees/
Mets) and Red Sox. Guided Tour of NYC, free time in 
Boston, Trolley Tour in Maine, travel through White 
Mountain National Forest in New Hampshire & scenic 
train ride in Vermont. Tour begins/ends in Newark, 
NJ. Tours include deluxe motor coach transportation, 
additional sightseeing opportunities and quality game 
tickets/hotels. FREE brochure: 507-217-1326.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress   #6258

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

FOR SALE
GENERAC Standby Generators provide backup power 

during utility power outages, so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare now. Free 7-year extended 

warranty ($695 value!). Request a free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and conditions. 

1-855-672-2446

CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

12/19/21 MISCELLANEOUS 202107000 0:39 5411 SWEETGUM RD. SWEETGUM RD.

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107001 1:18 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

RECKLESS DRIVING 202107002 3:40 HWY 80 HWY 80 E

BURGLARY/BUILDING 202107003 7:36 CENTER STREET DAYCARE 405 S CENTER CENTER ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202107004 10:49 1606 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP RD

MISCELLANEOUS 202107005 10:56 BROOKSHIRE'S GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ALARM/OTHER 202107006 11:59 404 S MAIN MAIN ST.

FIRE DEPT 202107007 12:23 202 S CULVER CULVER

10-50 MAJOR 202107008 12:53 N POINT PLEASANT POINT PLEASANT

ABANDONED 911 202107009 14:02 312 SARAH SARAH LN

FIRE DEPT 202107010 14:14 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107011 14:56 1624 W LAKE W LAKE

EXTRA PATROL 202107012 16:25 3022 GEORGE RICHEY GEORGE RICHEY RD

ABANDONED 911 202107013 17:08 60 E EDDY E EDDY

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107014 18:16 1622 W LAKE W LAKE

MISCELLANEOUS 202107015 18:18 11500 FM 2685 FM 2685

SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 202107016 19:08 PIZZA HUT 1210 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUICIDE 202107017 19:28 2802 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

EMS 202107018 19:38 207 N FERRY N FERRY

EMS 202107019 22:23 21 GARDEN LANE GARDEN LANE

WARRANT 202107020 22:01 W GREGG GREGG

12/20/21 ABANDONED 911 202107021 2:41 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

ASSIST 202107022 3:22 509 S MAIN MAIN ST.

FIRE DEPT 202107023 7:33 532 NORTH NORTH

EMS 202107024 7:58 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDREN'S CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

FIRE DEPT 202107025 11:03 532 NORTH NORTH

ABANDONED VEHICLE 202107026 11:21 402 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107027 15:14 1603 N MAIN N MAIN

MISCELLANEOUS 202107028 15:18 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

10-50 MINOR 202107029 16:30 BROOKSHIRE'S GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/19/2021, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/26/2021, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 12/26/2021

Police Activity ReportPolice Activity Report

EMS 202107030 18:57 1509 N IVY LEA IVY LEA ST

THEFT 202107031 19:06 312 W OLIVER W OLIVER

ABANDONED 911 202107032 20:21 1403 E VIOLA E VIOLA

EXTRA PATROL 202107033 20:49 204 E EDDY EDDY ST

ASSIST 202107034 21:32 403 W GAY W GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 202107035 22:31 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

ABANDONED 911 202107036 23:37 313 W OLIVER OLIVER AVE

12/21/21 ABANDONED 911 202107037 1:25

ASSIST 202107038 8:59 AJ'S FAST STOP EXXON 1708 N MAIN MAIN ST

THEFT 202107039 11:14 407 JOHNSON JOHNSON

FIRE DEPT 202107040 11:18 532 NORTH NORTH

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202107041 12:10 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

ASSIST 202107042 13:57 LEE PUBLIC LIBRARY 312 PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

EMS 202107043 15:22 FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 309 N COTTON COTTON ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202107044 16:38 N MAIN MAIN ST.

ALARM/OTHER 202107045 17:37 1308 N RODEO RODEO DR

ANIMAL CONTROL 202107046 19:58 2103 WOODBINE WOODBINE DR

FALSE 9-1-1 202107047 20:26 9617 UNION GROVE UNION GROVE RD

ALARM/OTHER 202107048 22:47 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

10-50 MINOR 202107049 23:18 GLADEWATER MIDDLE SCHOOL 414 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

12/22/21 ABANDONED 911 202107050 1:37 703 DANIEL DANIEL ST

ASSIST 202107052 4:42 206 MELBA MELBA ST

ABANDONED VEHICLE 202107053 8:57 N LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ASSIST 202107054 9:42 E BROADWAY E BROADWAY

ASSIST 202107055 9:44 NATUR CHEM 135 TEXAS TEXAS ST

EMS 202107056 10:21 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

ASSIST 202107057 12:57 517 FERRY FERRY ST

UNAUTHORIZED USE MOTOR VEH 202107058 13:05 511 GODFREY GODFREY ST

ASSIST 202107059 14:45 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ALARM/OTHER 202107060 15:17 AEP SCHOOL 700 MELBA MELBA ST

FIRE DEPT 202107061 15:42 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 3601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ABANDONED 911 202107062 16:00

RECKLESS DRIVING 202107063 16:25 SHIPPS MARINE SERVICE 4120 HWY 80 HWY 80 E

10-50 MINOR 202107064 16:33 E STATE HWY 154 STATE HWY 154

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202107065 17:21 SECURITY FINANCE 103 E PACIFIC PACIFIC ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202107066 17:38 217 W MAPLE MAPLE AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202107067 20:06 BOOM TOWN RV PARK 301 W COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

EMS 202107068 20:35 37 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To: Matthew Jacob a/k/a Brent Pelky Greetings:

You are commanded to appear by filing a written answer to 
the plaintiff’s petition at or before 10 o’clock A.M. of the first
Monday after the expiration of 42 days from the date of issu-
ance of this Citation, the same being Monday the 24th day of
January, 2022, at or before 10 o’clock a.m. before the Honor-
able County Court at Law 2 Court of Gregg County, at the
Court House in Longview, Texas. Said plaintiff’s petition was 
filed on this the 28th day of June, 2021.

The file number of said suit being No. 2021-1127-CCL2

The name of the parties in said suit are:
William D. Farrar, PLLC Plaintiff
and
Maverick Natural Resources, LLC , Breitburn Operating, LP 
and Mathew Jacob a/k/a Brent Pelky Defendants,

The nature of said suit being substantially as follows, to wit:
Damages

The name and address of the attorney for plaintiff, or the 
address of plaintiff is:

CHARLES H CLARK
PO BOX 98
TYLER TX 75710
903-593-2514

Issued this the 9th day of December, 2021

Given under my hand and seal of said Court, at office in 
Longview, Texas this the 9th day of December, 2021

Trey Hattaway, Clerk
County Court at Law 2 Court
P.O. Box 711 Longview, Tx 75606
Gregg County, Texas

By Deputy
Debbie Kinney

Gladewater ISD is beginning the referral process for 
Gifted/Talented (GT) services for the 2021-2022 school 
year.  We are Committed to providing challenging learn-
ing experiences for students with exceptional intellectual 
and creative thinking abilities.  Anyone wishing to refer a 
student attending Gladewater ISD in Kindergarten through 
12th grade can pick up or request a copy of the referral 
form at their school office after January 4, 2022.  This 
form must be returned to the school by January 28, 2022.  
Those unable to go by the school office should call and 
request a form to be sent to them. 

ASSAULT CLASS A 202107069 20:40 213 W GLADE GLADE ST

FIRE DEPT 202107070 22:17 S HWY 271 HWY 271

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107071 22:37 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

12/23/21 DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107072 0:11 RES-MOR APARTMENTS 700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202107073 0:34 300 GAY GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 202107075 5:30 CITY NATIONAL BANK 895 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

THEFT 202107076 7:04 303 S COOPER COOPER

ABANDONED VEHICLE 202107077 7:43 S LOOP 485 S LOOP 485

ALARM/OTHER 202107078 10:21 3D PLASTICS//QUANTIUM PLASTICS 1095 E COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

ASSIST 202107079 12:06 517 S FERRY FERRY ST

EMS 202107080 12:13 2803 ELIJAH ELIJAH

EMS 202107081 13:44 16 JULIAWOODS JULIAWOODS ST

ASSIST 202107082 15:17 N MAIN MAIN ST.

THEFT 202107083 15:59 TRADER'S MALL 355 E PACIFIC PACIFIC

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107084 16:42 2201 W GAY W GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 202107085 17:01 138 TEXAS ST TEXAS ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202107086 18:20 104 N NORTH WEST NORTH WEST

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107087 18:22 501 N AIMES N AIMES

MISCELLANEOUS 202107088 18:23 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 202107089 19:44 1008 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

EMS 202107090 21:25 1003 RICHEY RICHEY DR

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202107091 22:26 103 NORTH DEAN ST NORTH DEAN ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107092 22:28 407 JEANETTE JEANETTE ST

EXTRA PATROL 202107093 22:33 104 NORTH DEAN ST NORTH DEAN ST

12/24/21 ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107095 1:20 WARD PLAZA 501 N AMES AMES ST

EMS 202107097 5:07 11500 FM 2685 FM 2685

ANIMAL CONTROL 202107098 7:35 701 WHITE WHITE

ASSIST 202107099 11:31 2013 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

ASSIST 202107100 14:58 517 S FERRY FERRY ST

ABANDONED 911 202107101 15:04 51 GREENWAY GREENWAY VLG

DWI 202107102 15:21 CVS PHARMACY 1402 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107103 15:45 101 WOODLAND TRAILS WOODLAND TRAILS

ASSIST 202107104 16:28 4300 W COMMERCE W COMMERCE

MISCELLANEOUS 202107105 16:55 306 MAPLE MAPLE AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107106 17:07 108 LOCKER PLANT LOCKER PLANT RD

10-50 MINOR 202107107 17:36 CEFCO #79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 202107108 19:02 ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107109 20:19 WARD PLAZA 501 AMES AMES ST

Police Activity ReportPolice Activity Report

HARASSMENT 202107110 20:28 316 MELBA MELBA AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107111 20:36 1300 WALNUT ST WALNUT ST

EMS 202107112 20:59 1014 MARTHA MARTHA DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107113 21:18 1106 N RODEO N RODEO

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107114 21:24 2516 W GAY W GAY

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107115 21:38 303 W COMMERCE W COMMERCE

ABANDONED 911 202107116 21:39 217 SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST

ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 202107117 22:07 BROOKSHIRE'S GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107118 22:13 1107 E MARY E MARY

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107119 23:08 69 WELDON HOMES WELDON HOMES

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107120 23:28 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202107121 23:37 510 WOOD WOOD ST

12/25/21 ANIMAL CONTROL 202107122 0:10 N CENTER CENTER

MISCELLANEOUS 202107123 0:12 1211 RODEO RODEO ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202107124 1:26 102 PINE RIDGE PINE RIDGE RD

MISCELLANEOUS 202107125 1:42 1501 VESTA VESTA AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107126 2:34 503 S TYLER TYLER

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107127 2:58 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202107128 8:28 517 N FERRY N FERRY

ABANDONED 911 202107129 9:49

MISCELLANEOUS 202107130 14:01 EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 202107131 14:27 1105 NORTH NORTH ST

ABANDONED 911 202107132 14:53 2206 PINECREST PINECREST ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202107133 15:33 1210 SANDERS SANDERS ST

EMERGENCY COMMITMENT 202107134 15:33 HURLEY HURLEY

THEFT 202107135 15:47 302 MAPLE MAPLE ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107136 17:56 215 E QUITMAN QUITMAN AVE

EMS 202107138 19:28 906 E MARY MARY AVE

FIRE DEPT 202107139 20:21 PR 3478 PR 3478

RECKLESS DRIVING 202107140 20:40 HWY 80 HWY 80 W

MISCELLANEOUS 202107141 21:12 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE

ABANDONED 911 202107142 21:34 1001 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

EMS 202107143 22:40 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 202107144 23:50 BRIAR WOOD BRIAR WOOD DR

ALARM/OTHER 202107145 23:57 WARD PLAZA 501 AMES AMES ST

12/26/21 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202107146 0:42 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202107147 0:50 1300 E MARY MARY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202107148 1:48 EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES

Gregg County Emergency Services District No. 2 (“GCESD 
No. 2”) is requesting qualifications information (“RFQ”) for 
Architectural services related to the construction of a new 
fire station on a site located at 4589 FM 1252 W, Kilgore, 
TX 75662. RFQs should be submitted by one (1) electronic 
copy via email to Chief Richard Sisk at rsisk@greggcoun-
tyesd2.com and six (6) hard copies via first-class mail or 
hand-delivery to Chief Richard Sisk, Sabine Volunteer Fire 
Department, 736 W. Wilkins Rd., Gladewater, TX 75647. 
Please identify the electronic and hard- copy submission 
as “Architect RFQ”.

RFQs, both electronic and hard-copy, may be submitted 
starting Monday, January 3, 2022. The deadline for all 
RFQ’s, both electronic and hard-copy, is 12:00 noon on 
Tuesday, January 18, 2022. RFQs will be opened at the 
GCESD No. 2 regular meeting at 6:00 p.m. on January 18, 
2022. The Board of Commissioners will review, score and 
evaluate the RFQs. The Board of Commissioners reserves 
the right to reject any or all RFQs, or to accept any RFQ or 
combination of RFQs deemed advantageous to it. Please 
direct all questions about the RFQs and project scope to 
Chief Richard Sisk in writing at 
rsisk@greggcountyesd2.com.

Project Description: The project is construction of a new 
Fire Station in Gregg County Emergency Services District 
No. 2, including the possible incorporation of an existing 
building on the site. The following are preliminary require-
ments for the project, which are subject to change as the 
design process progresses: architect must understand 
need to meet NFPA 1500 requirements, 3-5 Fire Apparatus 
drive thru bays, 6 sleeping dorm rooms, 4 restrooms/show-
ers, fitness room, conference/training room, 911 communi-
cations/dispatch center, EMS medical storage, decontam-
ination room, offices, kitchen, and helicopter landing pad. 
This facility is to be fully functional 24/7, 365 days a year.



The Gladewater Mirror, Wednesday,  Dec. 29, 2021, Page 7

GLADEWATER MIRROR
903-845-2235

Earn up to $20,000 by renting
your RV through RVshare!
Learn more and sign up for free today 

rvrent.org/mirror

Continued on Page 3

Wednesday, June 16, 2021                             Vol. 93, No. 24                           1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $7,600.30 $5,692.23 33.52% $42,694.97 $35,688.16 19.63%
Easton 1.000% $2,716.86 $3,259.79 -16.65% $23,155.74 $21,013.58 10.19%
Gladewater 1.500% $109,565.31 $90,951.92 20.46% $593,556.14 $603,972.82 -1.72%
Kilgore 1.500% $585,893.90 $447,349.32 30.97% $3,559,491.98 $3,813,439.18 -6.65%
Lakeport 1.500% $18,986.19 $17,359.98 9.36% $117,570.76 $107,837.90 9.02%
Longview 1.500% $3,147,148.23 $2,182,633.37 44.19% $18,381,764.80 $16,287,072.73 12.86%
Warren City 1.000% $1,109.02 $1,290.98 -14.09% $8,069.38 $8,509.72 -5.17%
White Oak 1.500% $94,970.47 $86,464.39 9.83% $536,304.47 $518,571.96 3.41%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $22,162.31 $23,413.48 -5.34% $134,452.34 $112,077.85 19.96%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,870.64 $3,717.25 4.12% $24,123.32 $21,138.48 14.12%
Gilmer 1.500% $192,176.10 $181,488.82 5.88% $1,118,215.59 $1,041,131.93 7.40%
Ore City 1.500% $19,271.39 $18,752.97 2.76% $113,208.17 $108,380.33 4.45%
Union Grove 1.000% $303.73 $379.24 -19.91% $2,348.61 $2,020.88 16.21%

Gladewater’s local sales 
tax revenue up 20.46% 

 Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced today he will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $907.6 million in local sales 
tax allocations for June, 31.5 percent more than in June 2020.

These allocations are based on sales made in April by businesses that report 
tax monthly.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-digit increases for the second 
month in-a-row, showing a 20.46-percent rise over the same  period last year. 
Gladewater’s sales tax posted $109,565.31 in April 2021 compared to $90,951.92 
for April of 2020. For the year Gladewater moved from -5.65-percent below 2020 
to -1.72-percent.

Kilgore posted a 30.97-percent increase in sales tax revenue, while neighboring 
White Oak rose 9.83-percent. Gilmer posted a 5.88-percent increase, but Warren 
City was down 14.09-percent. Clarksville City was up a helathy 33.52-percent.

Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo Results

June 10-12
All-around cowboy: Caleb Smidt, $1,176, tie-down roping and team rop-
ing.
Bareback riding: 1. Bodee Lammers, 85 points on Rafter G Rodeo’s Dap-
per Dan, $1,525; 2. Kolt Dement, 83.5, $1,155; 3. Bill Tutor, 83, $832; 4. Til-
den Hooper, 82, $554; 5. Luke Thrash, 64.5, $323; no other qualified rides. 
Steer wrestling: 1. Walt Arnold, 3.3 seconds, $2,591; 2. Heath Thomas, 
3.6, $2,253; 3. (tie) Landris White, Tanner Brunner, Remey Parrott and A.D. 
Davis II, 4.0, $1,408 each; 7. Ryan Shuckburgh, 4.1, $563; 8. (tie) Grady 
Payne and Ty Erickson, 4.2, $113 each. 
Team roping: 1. (tie) Aaron Macy/Zane Bruce and Brenten Hall/Tyler Wor-
ley, 4.0 seconds, $2,298 each; 3. Reno Stoebner/Pace Blanchard, 4.2, 
$1,817; 4. Chad Masters/Joseph Harrison, 4.6, $1,496; 5. Caleb Smidt/B.J. 
Dugger, 4.7, $1,176; 6. (tie) Tyler Waters/Richard Durham, Brandon Webb/
Kollin VonAhn and Nick Sartain/Reagan Ward, 5.2, $534 each. 
Saddle bronc riding: 1. (tie) Lefty Holman, on Rafter G Rodeo’s Assault, 
and Logan Cook, on Rafter G Rodeo’s Citation, 88 points, $1,721 each; 3. 
Samuel Kelts, 85.5, $1,068; 4. Jake Clark, 84, $712; 5. Brody Cress, 83.5, 
$416; 6. Kole Ashbacher, 83, $297. 
Tie-down roping: 1. Shad Mayfield, 7.5 seconds, $3,257; 2. John Douch, 
8.1, $2,914; 3. Tyler Milligan, 8.4, $2,571; 4. Matt Kenney, 8.5, $2,228; 5. 
Mesquite Mahaffey, 8.6, $1,885; 6. Haven Meged, 8.8, $1,543; 7. Randall 
Carlisle, 9.0, $1,200; 8. Reid Zapalac, 9.1, $857; 9. Tyson Durfey, 9.2, $514; 
10. (tie) Treg Schaack and Tyler Prcin, 9.3, $86 each. 
Barrel racing: 1. Shelley Morgan, 17.13 seconds, $2,142; 2. Wenda John-
son, 17.18, $1,821; 3. Cassidy Kruse Deen, 17.19, $1,500; 4. Ilyssa Riley, 
17.24, $1,285; 5. Emma Charleston, 17.26, $1,071; 6. Cheyenne Wim-
berley, 17.31, $750; 7. Ashley Castleberry, 17.32, $536; 8. Steely Steiner, 
17.34, $428; 9. Jimmie Smith, 17.37, $375; 10. Chani Graves, 17.44, $321; 
11. Lisa Thornton, 17.49, $268; 12. (tie) JJ Baldwin, Sarah McCormick and 
Abby Pursifull, 17.52, $71 each. 
Bull riding: * 1. Jeff Askey, 89 points on Rafter G Rodeo’s Chosin One, 
$1,750; 2. Dustin Boquet, 87, $1,338; 3. Trevor Reiste, 86.5, $978; 4. JR 
Stratford, 82.5, $669; 5. Toby Collins, 78, $412; no other qualified rides. *(all 
totals include ground money).
Breakaway roping: 1. JJ Hampton, 2.00 seconds, $2,184; 2. (tie) Sloan 
Anderson and Laramie Johnson, 2.10, $1,756 each; 4. Martha Angelone, 
2.20, $1,329; 5. (tie) Shelby Boisjoli, Kelsie Chace and Lari Dee Guy, 2.30, 
$760 each; 8. Taylor Hanchey, 2.40, $190. Total payoff: $9,494.
Total payoff: $77,385. Stock contractor: Rafter G Rodeo. Sub-contrac-
tor: Frontier Rodeo. Rodeo secretary: Lauranne Smith. Officials: Mark 
Longoria and Glenn Sullivan. Timers: Terri Gay and Raine Gilley. An-
nouncers: Greg Simas and Don Gay. Specialty act: Johnny Dudley. Bull-
fighters:  Wacey Munsell and Judd Napier. Clown/barrelman: Johnny 
Dudley. Flankmen: Summer Gay and Dusty Duba. Chute  boss: Casey 
Harp. Pickup man: Jared Groene. Photographer: James Phifer. Music 
director: Dakota Riggin.

Xtreme Bulls – Wednesday Night Results
1. Bodee Lammers, Dapper Dan, Rafter G Rodeo, 85, $1,525
2. Kolt Dement, Andy, Rafter G Rodeo, 83.5, $1,155
3. Bill Tutor, Southwest, Rafter G Rodeo, 83, $832
4. Tilden Hooper, Texan, Rafter G Rodeo, 82, $554

Sierra Blankenship was crowned 2021 Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo Queen at Saturday’s grand finale held at the Round-Up Rodeo 
arena.

Suerra is a 22-year-old resident of Big Sandy and is graduate of 
Salon Professional Academy and Hughes Springs High School. She 
is currently employed as a cosmetologist. 

While at Salon Professional Academy, she was on the student 
council and was an Honors Cutter. While at Hughes Springs High 
School, she was class president, an FFA officer, HOSA Officer and an 
FCCLA officer. She also was varsity cheer captain and participated 
in varsity athletics. Outside of school, she competed in barrel racing, 
was the Blue Ridge Rodeo Club Queen for 2013-2014, was Miss 
Wildflower Trails, and Miss March of Dimes. Sierra enjoys crafting, 
and volunteering, along with church activities at Sit ‘Em Down 
Cowboy Church. 

She founded the Cinderella’s Closet Prom Dress Drive for those 
in need, as well. Sierra’s goals are to be successful in her career, and 
be a positive impact on people’s lives. She would also like to run for 
Miss Rodeo America someday. 

Sierra, who also was chosen Miss Personality, said she will, 
“promote the association in a positive light,” and “go above and 
beyond to show gratitude and humbleness” of the title.

Round-Up Rodeo First Runner-Up was Sydni Coats with the 
Horsemanship Award and Miss Congeniality was awarded to 
Meagan Hodge. The coveted President’s Award was given to Alexis 
Howard.

Ashley Smith and Marla Moore of the Gladewater Round-Up 
Rodeo ressurected the queen’s contest after a 30-year absence. 

Blankenship crowned rodeo queen at 84th Annual Round-Up Rodeo

Rodeo president Kyle Moore and contest coordinator Ashley 
Smith join Queen Sierra Blankenship at the crowning.

Photo by Jim Bardwell 

From Mutton Bustin’ to bullriding, from bareback riding to barrel racing - rodeo fans got their fill June 9-12 as capacity 
crowds packed the rodoe arena and enjoyed top notch entertainment.                    Photos by Jim Bardwell

Bardwell elected TPA President,
Mirror ties for FIRST in state

Jim Bardwell was inducted as the 141st Texas Press Association 
President at its annual convention last Friday in Denton. Bardwell 
presided over the three day event which included presentations 
by Dallas Morning News Publisher Grant Moise and Texas A&M 
Chancellor John Sharp among others. 

Texas Press is one of the nation’s oldest and largest newspaper 
trade associations and represents 429 daily, semi-weekly and 
weekly newspapers from across the state. TPA is governed by 
a 30-member board of directors. Bardwell has the distinction of 
being one of the longest serving members of the TPA Boards. 

Bardwell twice served as president of the North & East Texas 
Press Association and is currently a board member of NETPA. 
Along with his wife Suzanne, he serves on TPA’s Legislative 
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Juneteenth, Bell youth 
center celebrated

By Suzanne Bardwell
Juneteenth was celebrated in Gladewater with a Saturday morning 

parade downtown and ending at the new Margaret and Robert Bell 
Adolescent Place Empowering Youth building. The new federal 
holiday has long been observed in Texas. At last June’s “Unity in 
the Community” Prayer Vigil Mayor J.D. Shipp pledged that the 
City Council would recognize Juneteenth as a city holiday which 
the council unanimously approved at its July meeting. Originating in 
Galveston in 1865, the holiday has been celebrated annually on June 
19 throughout Texas and in much of the nation in observance of the 
end of slavery.

Community activist Marilyn Bolden extended a warm welcome to 
the crowd of about 75 who filled the new youth center.

“We want to thank our country, our nation, for our first officially 
recognized Juneteenth celebration,” Bolden said. “Today is a tribute to 
those who have gone before. We are reminded that we are our brother’s 
keeper and that we stand on the shoulders of giants.”

Community leader and noted musician Darren Richardson led 
the audience in inspirational singing including “Leaning on the 
Everlasting Arms”, “I Woke Up in the Morning” and “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing”.

Rev. Emmitt Pettigrew of New Hope Baptist Church led the crowd 
in prayer and praise for the blessings of life. At the close of the 
celebration he dedicated the facility by covering it in prayer.

Odette Alexander read General Order No. 3 which was issued by 
U.S. Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger on June 19, 1865 which informed 
the people of Texas that all enslaved people were now free. Granger 
commanded the headquarters for the District of Texas. 

Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp read a proclamation that included in 
its closing remarks the following:

“Whereas, African-Americans’ purposeful celebrations reflect a rich 
and enduring culture, benevolence for life, and a true understanding of 
liberty. Now, therefore, I J.D. Shipp, Mayor of the City of Gladewater, 
Texas, do hereby proclaim June 19, 2021 as a day to celebrate.”

There was even more to celebrate with the opening of the new 
community youth center. Dr. Margo Bell who is the founder of the 
Margaret and Robert Bell Adolescent Center for Empowering Youth 
shared that the building was originally built as a laundromat by 
Gladewater’s Winston Hill who played for the New York Jets. She 
said that she looks forward to the building’s renewed impact on the 
community. A portion of the facility will host a barbershop and a 
beautician. Bell said that because of the love and support her parents 
gave her she wanted to provide a place of support for the city’s youth. 

Bell’s mother Margaret is a retired school teacher. She taught 
math and French at GISD for 35 years and coached tennis at Weldon 
High School. The center’s introductory pamphlet notes:  “She has 
fostered the development of many young people through her caring 
spirit and guidance. Her dedication to the development of youth has 
been carried forward by her daughter, Doctor Margo Bell, a retired 
pediatrician who specialized in adolescent health care. Robert L. Bell 
made a career in the Air Force and was killed in 1973. He did tours 
of duty in the Vietnam War and the Korean War. His motto: “Finish 
what you start and do it well”.”

Bell has certainly done that and her career reflects her father’s 
words to live by. She worked as the inpatient director of pediatrics of 
Cook County Hospital in Chicago. She was also the medical director 
of the Cook County Juvenile Detention Center. Prior to her medical 
career she taught high school English and was a tennis coach for two 
years. Bell’s love for teenagers is obvious not only in her career and 
in her words but in the construction of the youth center’s programs.

“We have the opportunity to give a kid a chance,” Bell said. “Being 
there for kids is so important. There is often so much missing in their 
lives and it is important that we give back.”

The center’s programs will include health and nutrition, a reading/
book club, sewing program, art projects, financial responsibility, 
gardening, music and a game day.

Operating hours for the summer are Monday through Friday 11 

Former mayor, State Farm Insurance Agent and collector 
of artifacts Harold Wells gets an assist from Vabby Fortson 
and Erik Little with an original sign he donated to the 
Margaret and Robert Bell Adolescent Place Empowering 
Youth. The refurbished building was built by Winston Hill 
and housed a variety of businesses over the years.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Doctor Margo Bell 
shares her vision for the 
Margaret and Robert 
Bell Adolescent Place 
Empowering Youth 
Center. Dr. Bell created 
the center to meet the 
needs of Gladewater 
youth regardless of 
race or religion. The 
youth center boasts 
gaming tables, pool 
table, music and 
sewing lessons, health 
and nutrition and 
financial responsibility 
programs and more.  

Visitor after visitor paid tribute to Margaret Bell at 
Saturday’s dedication of the Margaret and Robert Bell 
youth center established by her daughter Dr. Margo Bell. 
Mrs. Bell taught at both Weldon High School and GISD for 
35 years.  

a.m. until 3 p.m. and Saturdays 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. During the school 
year the hours are Monday through Thursday 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. and 
Saturdays 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. The youth center is located at 212 
MLK Jr. Drive.

“Kids are kids everywhere, they are all the same,” Bell said. “All 
kids need something and it takes a village to meet those needs. The 
center is open to all kids of all races and religions. The programs are 
free and we want the kids to come and get involved.”

By Joe Lansdale
Legends of wandering guitar 

players, mostly those who played 
the blues, or as thick as flies 

on  sp i l l ed 
m o l a s s e s , 
bu t  Henry 
R a g t i m e 
T e x a s 
Thomas is as 
singular as a 
three-legged 
duck wearing 
a  b e r e t —

color optional.
 He played a few tunes that 

could be called blues, and 
certainly he is an influence on 
later blues performers, but his 
music was a mixture of rags, 
ditties, reels, and a style of music 
that is best described as the roots 
of jazz. 

Born in Big Sandy, Texas, and 
often associated with Gladewater, 
Texas, Thomas, looking for a 

Noted author Joe Lansdale shares history 
of local blues giant Henry Ragtime Thomas

way out of the cotton fields, an 
escape from burning hot days and 
fingers cut and scarred by cotton 
bolls, decided on music. He was 
an early wandering minstrel 
who included the names of the 
Texas towns on his itinerant 
path in some of his songs. A 
troubadour who traveled by foot 
and hitched rides on trains, where 
kindly conductors frequently 
let him travel in exchange for a 
performance for the passengers. 

He made and taught himself 
the quills, which is similar to the 
Pan Pipes. A reed instrument that 
has an eerie sound reminiscent of 
the whistle of the wind through a 
stand of sugar cane on a blustery 
day, and a sound that can only be 
described as the personification 
of lonesome. 

Thomas also taught himself 
the guitar, and his banjo stylings 
on guitar are more varied than 
much of the old-time blues that 

was developing, which even at its 
best (and I’m a fan) can become 
as monotonous as a drive through 
the Texas panhandle. I say that 
with love. 

Thomas’s recordings influenced 
a wide variety of performers from 
Bob Dylan and Canned Heat, to 
Taj Mahal and the Nitty Gritty 
Dirt Band, both of which did 
versions of Thomas’s “Fishing 
Blues.”

Canned Heat’s famous “Going 
up Country”, with its pan pipe 
sounds, are a version of Thomas’s 
song of a similar title, and even 
imitates his kind of forlorn vocal 
stylings.

My plan isn’t merely to write 
about Thomas, but to capture the 
spirit of the times in which he 
played, primarily the twenties. 
He is thought by some to have 
died in the thirties, though there 
are unconfirmed “sightings” of 
Thomas in Dallas and Tyler, 

Texas in the fifties, long after he 
had hung up his guitar and put 
away his quills.

 I want to examine the place 
where he was born, and follow 
some of his meandering path 
through Texas, show how it 
influenced him. I’d like to deal 
with both the truth and the legend.

In many ways, Thomas is 
more enigmatic than the revered 
Robert Johnson, minus the deal 
with the devil. Like Johnson, 
Thomas came and went in the 
blink of an eye. In Chicago he 
recorded twenty-five songs, and 
those meager twenty-five songs 
still echo through modern music.

Thomas is unique musically, 
and he is uniquely Texan. 

(Editor’s Note:  Joe Lansdale 
is a best-selling author from 
Gladewater. His works have 
been adapted for movies and 
television. His first job was at the 
Gladewater Mirror.)

Continued on Page 9
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY USA!Fireworks 
on tap at 

lake Friday

Council tours city facilities 
as budget process begins

A f t e r  l a s t  y e a r ’s  m a n y 
cancellations of the area fireworks 
shows, concerts, and other events 
due to COVID-19 and social 
distancing precaution guidelines, 
many people are fired up for this 
year’s July 4th celebration.

Not only are they ready to 
celebrate the freedom of this 
country, but also the freedom from 
mask mandates and pandemic-
related closures.

Almost every East Texas town 
will be pulling out all the stops 
this weekend, with Gladewater’s 
Chamber of Commerce leading 
the way on Friday, July 2, at Lake 
Gladewater. 

The day-long lake event will 
feature swimming, games and 
food trucks, followed at 8 p.m. 
with the annual Boat Parade, 
sponsored by Austin Bank. That 
event will lead into the chamber-
sponsored fireworks and music 
extravaganza.

If you miss Gladewater’s fun 
fest, here’s is a list for those who 
want to have some Independence 
Day fun.

Longview
The Ci ty  of  Longview’s 

annual Fireworks and Freedom 
Celebration will return on July 4. 
This year, the best-in East Texas 
fireworks display will top off an 
evening of great food vendors 
and Texas country music legend 
Mark Chesnutt in concert. Vendors 
open at 4. Concert starts at 6:30 
p.m. Fireworks begin at 9:30 
p.m. Maude Cobb Convention 
& Activity Center, 100 Grand 
Boulevard.

Hawkins
Lake Hawkins 4th of July 

Fireworks Show 2021 at Lake 
Hawkins RV Park, Sunday, July 
4, 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. $5 entry fee.

Kilgore
Festivities will begin with choir 

By Jim Bardwell
In preparation for this Thursday’s budget workshop 

at 6 p.m. at Gladewater City Hall, council members 
climbed aboard a bus at 8 a.m. Saturday and toured 
the city’s many facilities.

The tour of the wastewater treatment plant, 
municipal airport, Lake Gladewater, water treatment 
plant, Gay Hagen Cemetery and city ball park proved 
beneficial as it allowed council members to see what 
improvements have been made in the past year and  
what needs have yet to be addressed.

Earlier in the week Gladewater City Manager 
Ricky presented a $9,574,125 preliminary budget 
to the council for fiscal budget 2021-22. The tour 
allowed him to show off the city’s recently completed 
$3,900,000  wastewater treatment rehabilitation and 
the $1.600,000 water treatment plant improvements.

The on-site inspections will help the council when 
it comes to deciding which city department gets 
more funding this year and which has to wait until 
next year.

And with some revenue sources declining this year, 
squeezing as much as possible out of what tax dollars 
are available will be harder and harder.

One way of funding 2021-22 expenses, which calls 
for a 3-percent raise for all employees would require 

a 3-cent tax hike. That wish list item might be hard 
to get past council members.

The city hasn’t handed out raises in three years 
and that has resulted in some employees taking 
their  talents to neighboring cities. 

Council member Brandy Flanagan said while 
she understands the need to reward hard-working 
employees, selling a 3-cent tax hike to taxpayers 
won’t be easy.  Flanagan asked Tow to work up a 
second proposed budget that doesn’t include the 
raises and tax increase for Thursday’s meeting.

The current proposed budget’s wish list from 
department heads also asks for the addition of 
an animal control officer - a position that was 
eliminated a few years ago during a budget crunch 
- and new computers for the police department and 
the rehab of the city jail.

But with a proposed tax rate of $0.7865, which 
contains all the wish list requests - Gladewater 
would have one of the highest tax rates in East 
Texas. Gilmer was at $0.649195 in 2020, while 
White Oak was at $0.60240 on each $100 of 
assessed valuation of all taxable property. Kilgore 
is at $0.539000, Clarksville City is at $0.647520 
and Bullard is at $0.595599. Only the City of 
Troup is currently higher at $0.829434.

Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow guides council members through the various de-
partments that will be funded in the 2021-22 city budget during a four-hour tour Satur-
day on a bus, making stops at the water treatment plant, ballpark, lake and other city 
owned and operated facilities.                         Photo by Jim Bardwell

After canceling in 2020 and 
rescheduling from the third week 
of April - all due to the Pandemic 
and health concerns - East Texas 
Gusher Days is back and will 
be held June 9-10 in downtown 
Gladewater.

Come check out Sunshine 
Midway’s exciting rides and 
attractions Friday and Saturday, 
then cruise on over Saturday from 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. and check out 
the awesome line-up of award 
winning classic cars. Sign-up 
for the Car Show starts at 9 a.m..

And don’t miss out on the 
dozens of arts and crafts vendors 
and tempt your taste buds at the 
dozens of food vendors lining the 
red brick streets.

And if chili is your thing - and 
what Texan isn’t a chili fan - 
come try your hand at cooking 
up a winning chili recipe in 
the CASA-sanctioned event on 
Saturday. Turn in will be at 1 p.m. 
and the entry fee is $20. 

Sign up begins at 8 a.m. at the 
chili tent located at Center and 
Commerce street. Remember if 
you plan to compete - use meat 
chili grind and NO beans in the 
chili.

If you just cook beans, signup 
for the Jackpot Beans contest.  
Entry fee is $5 with turn-in at 
noon. Trophies and prizes will be 
awarded for 1st Place Chili, 1st 
Place Bean, and Peoples’ Choice 
Award. For more information 
call the Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce at 903-845-5501 or 
Jim Bardwell at 903-235-8543 
or jbardwell@ gladewatermirror.
com. Entry forms and rules may 
be viewed and downloaded at 
www.gusher-days.com 

Mark your calendar, grabs up 
the kids and come on down for 
some hometown fun.
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Council finds way to give 
raises without tax hike

By Jim Bardwell
After first considering a 3-cent tax hike to fund 

a 3-percent raise for all employees next year, the 
Gladewater City Council Thursday night managed 
to hammer out a new plan that would fund raises 
without jacking up the tax rate.

Two weeks ago Gladewater City Manager Ricky 
presented a $9,574,125 preliminary budget to the 
council for fiscal budget 2021-22. 

One way of funding the 2021-22 expenses, which 
called for the 3-percent raise for all employees would 
have required a 3-cent tax hike. And while the council 
was well aware that employees hadn’t had a raise 
in three years and some employees had taken their  
talents to neighboring cities for more pay, they still 
didn’t want to burden taxpayers any more. 

Councilmember Scott Owens said he wouldn’t 
vote for any tax increase and councilmember Brandy 
Flanagan had questioned the rate hike at the council’s 
first workshop and asked for a second budget to be 
prepared - one that didn’t have the rate hike and raises.

After several hours of discussion, Mayor JD Shipp 
proposed the city use some of its $710,000 reserve 
funds to pay for many items on the city’s “wish list” 
such as - $45,000 four new computers for the police 
department and the rehab of the city jail, $3,000 for 
an employee incentive program, $70,000 for a sewer 

jetter for public works, $20,000 for much-needed 
air tanks for the  fire department, and a $7,775 
phone system. 

To fund the $22,500 in pay raises, Shipp and 
other council members decided to revamp the 
city fire department - going from a 13-man fully 
staffed crew to a 10-man crew (a chief, three 
captains and six firefighters) with more volunteers 
recruited like Gilmer and White Oak does. The 
change could save the city over $100,000 and will 
help provide other services to taxpayers, such as 
a much-needed animal control officer.

The city was forced to cut out the animal control  
officer position a few years back during a budget 
crunch. And while the elimination of the position 
did save money, the decision has never set well 
with residents who continue to have problems 
with stray animals in the city limits.

By staying at $0.751568/$100 valuation, 
Gladewater still has one of the highest tax rates 
in East Texas, but not as bad as it would have 
been with an additional 3-cents added. Gilmer 
sat at $0.649195 in 2020, while White Oak was 
at $0.60240 on each $100 of assessed valuation. 
Kilgore is at $0.539000, Clarksville City is at 
$0.647520 and Bullard is at $0.595599. Only the 
City of Troup is higher at $0.829434.

Whitney Simmons-Grubb placed eighth in the Olympic trials on Saturday as well as a 
personal best record of 67.82 meters. The former White Oak High School athlete was 
seeded 20th out of a field of 24 in the trials.           Courtesy Photo

By Suzanne Bardwell
The road to last  week’s 

Olympic trials in Oregon for 
White Oak 2013 alum Whitney 
Simmons-Grubb was paved with 
hard work, commitment and faith. 
The journey wasn’t easy, nor is 
it finished. Simmons-Grubb has 
her sight set on the 2024 Olympic 
trials after finishing eighth against 
world class athletes and setting a 
67.82 meter personal best record 
in the hammer throw.

“I was a top eight Olympic 
Trials finalist after coming into 
the meet seeded 20th out of 24 
women,” Simmons-Grubb said. 
“God was showing off. I had a 

WO alum makes Olympic trial finals despite injury
severely strained oblique. I had a 
mediocre season. I had to throw 
personal bests in order to survive 
the competition. I had God. I had 
peace.”

White Oak Road played its 
part in the Simmons-Grubb 
Olympic journey as well. She 
was a standout athlete at White 
Oak High School setting the 
school record in discus. From 
there she attended the University 
of Texas at Tyler where she was 
the school record holder in the 
women’s hammer, the American 
Southern Conference record 
holder, a  7-time All American 
and a 3-time National Champion. 

She has held the Division III 
national record since 2017. So 
how does a 3A high school/
Division III collegiate athlete 
make the biggest show of all?

“After graduating from UTT 
in 2017 I was passionate about 
continuing my career as a post-
collegiate thrower, with dreams 
of becoming a true professional 
and training to make the Olympic 
Team,” Simmons-Grubb said. 
“To make a living and stay close 
to my coach, I got a coaching job 
at UTT. For two years, Simmons-
Grubb worked with her college 
coach training around her work 

Gusher Days is back!
After canceling in 2020 and rescheduling from the third week 

of April - all due to the Pandemic and health concerns - East Texas 
Gusher Days is back and better than ever.

All the fun begins this Friday, June 9, in downtown Gladewater 
and runs through Saturday, June 10. Come check out Sunshine Mid-
way’s exciting rides and attractions Friday and Saturday, then cruise 
on over Saturday from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. and check out the awesome 
line-up of award winning classic cars, trucks and motorcycles. Entry 
for this year’s 2021 Crusin’ Downtown Car, Truck & Motorcycle 
Show is just $15 (cash only) per vehicle. Awards will be handed out 
for: People’s Choice, Best Upholstery, Best Rat Rod, Judge’s Choice, 
Best Pain JOb, Koolest Kustoms and Best of Show. There also will be 
a 50/50 Pot for all who wish to participate. For more information call 
the Chamber of Commerce at 903-845-5501. Entertainment will be 
provided by Dale Cummings “Mr. C” from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.. 
Sign-up for the Car Show starts at 9 a.m..

And don’t miss out on all the arts and crafts vendors and tempt 
your taste buds at the various food vendors lining the downtown red 
brick streets. And don’t forget about the anual Gladewater Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast held on Saturday morning, July 10. Breakfast 
begins at 7 a.m. at the Oil Derrick Pavilion at East Commerce and 
US 271. The cost is just $5 per person and the menu includes all-
you-can-eat pancakes and syrup, sausage, orange juice and coffee. 

And if chili is your thing come try your hand at cooking up a win-
ning chili recipe in the CASA-sanctioned event on Saturday. Turn in 
will be at 1 p.m. and the entry fee is $20. Sign up begins at 8 a.m. at 
the chili tent located at Center and Commerce street. Remember if 
you plan to compete - NO beans in the chili.

Carter BloodCare of Tyler will hold a mobile blood drive in down-
town Gladewater during “Gusher Days” Friday-Saturday. The unit will 
be stationed from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily next to the public restrooms 
which are beside the railroad tracks on U.S. 271.

Mayor JD Shipp explains how raises can be given without a tax hike.  Photo by Jim Bardwell

LOOK INSIDE!

FIRST PLACE - AARON AIKEN

SECOND PLACE - KERRY PRAZAK

THIRD PLACE - HEATHER TISON

WINNERS OF THE JULY 3rd CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE BOAT PARADE, SPONSORED 

BY AUSTIN BANK, WERE:

Rain-delayed fireworks show 
lights up the sky over lake

Mother Nature was not cooperative on July 2. The annual boat pa-
rade finished just before the heavens opened up and washed out 
the fireworks show. So the fireworks were moved to Monday night 
and proved to be just as magnificent.         Photo by Suzanne Bardwell
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No tax hike for 2021 
and city employees 
will get 3% raises

By Jim Bardwell
At last week’s final budget workshop, the Gladewater City Council 

settled on keeping the current tax rate at $0.751562 for fiscal year 
2021-22 and approved a 3-percent raise for city employees.

City employees have not had a raise in three years and the city has 
lost many trained employees to neighboring cities over wages. The 
council hopes this will help the city retain quality employees.

Initially Gladewater City Manager Ricky presented a $9,574,125 
preliminary budget to the council for fiscal budget 2021-22. And the 
only way to fund those 2021-22 expenses would have required a 3-cent 
tax hike. Council members Scott Owens said Brandy Flanagan were 
vocal in their opposition to any tax increase.

Mayor JD Shipp then came up with a solution - including using 
some of the city’s $710,000 reserve funds to pay for many one-time 
purchases on the city’s “wish list” and revamping of the city fire 
department. The revamping would call for going from a 13-man 
fully staffed crew to a 10-man crew (a chief, three captains and six 
firefighters) with more volunteers recruited to fill in where and when 
needed. The change will save the city over $100,000 and will help 
provide other services to taxpayers, such as a much-needed animal 
control officer. The city was forced to cut out the animal control  
officer position a few years back during a budget crunch. And while 
the elimination of the position did save money, the decision has never 
set well with residents who continue to have problems with stray 
animals in the city limits.

With the cuts and using reserve funds, the new budget is $6,831,883. 
In an effort to save the fire department from future cuts, several 

firefighters developed a plan to create a city-owned ambulance service 
run by the fire department. Firefighter John Williams offered the 
presentation at Thursday’s budget workshop and told the council a 
city-run ambulance service would much-needed generate revenue for 
the city and would provide residents with faster health care.

The council was told the current ambulance service, provided by 
Christus at no cost to the city, is not meeting nation standards of 13 
minutes when it comes to response times. Williams said locally, the 
response is between 12 and 25 minutes. And the council was told the 
current ambulance was not always around when needed.

That gave some council members serious concerns, since they had 
been assured the ambulance service was providing good coverage.

The city manager said he had all the ambulance reports and he 
indicated he did not agree with the firefighter’s assessment.

Williams said a city-owned ambulance service would require an 
initial capital outlay of about $500,000 for two vehicles and six more 
staff members. Williams said the city could recoup its investment by 
being able to charge what other ambulances services charge -  around 
$1,875 per run. Williams said the city could potentially charge out 
about $3.4 million annually. The council will study the proposal.

A public hearing on the budget will be held Aug.19 at 6 p.m..

GFD wants to start ambulance service

Winning first place in Saturday’s Gusher Day Chili Cookoff sponsored by the Gladewater Mirror was David Trice of 
Hallsville, second place Jerry Hunt of Shreveport, Greg Lindsey of Houston placed third, Judy Russell of Shreveport 
placed fourth, Denoing Key of Tyler placed fifth, sixth place was Mandy Lindsey of Houston, seventh place went to 
Cherry Powell of Shreveport, eighth place Pat Anderton of Royce City, ninth place went to Sherry Burns of Point and 
tenth place went to Suzanne Sweet of Dallas. This was Trice’s first win at the Gusher Days cook-off. The win put him 
over the top in points and pnched his ticket to the World Champion Cook-Off in Terlingua, Texas.
Best of Show was Dr. Dave’s Voodoo Stew/David Trice, second place was Lil’ More Chili Greg Lindsey and third place 
Terlingua Star Suzanne Sweet. The champion bean cook was Larry Russell of Shreveport. The CASI sanctioned chili 
cookoff in Gladewater is one of many competitions that lead to the world champion cookoff in Terlingua, Texas in the 
fall.                      Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

These two Brownie Bowl competitors appear to have had 
different reactions to the contest which was held at 2:30 
p.m. Saturday at Gusher Days. There were enough kiddos 
for two age divisions but every kid who loves chocolate 
was a winner.                     Photo By Darla Ferguson

Wrestler Tamaris Shepard takes a victory lap around 
the ring with a very excited fan picked from the crowd 
after defeating “The Hammer” Andy Brown in their noon 
wrestling match. Shepard is a member of the League of 
Lions Pro-Wrestling group.    Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

A vehicle, which had been reported stolen in February, 
was found in the Sabine River just east of the Highway 
271 bridge in Gladewater. Gladewater Fire Departmen 
firefighters, Gladewater police officers, and Texas Parks 
and Wildlife game warden Nathan Skeen were on hand 
when a towing company pulled the vehicle out of the river 
Saturday afternoon. The vehicle appeared to be a black 
passenger car and no one was inside. Boaters who left 
a nearby launch ramp near the 271 bridge in Gladewa-
ter and traveled around a quarter mile down river spotted 
something jutting out of the water and called autorities.

Photo by Christian Allen
Gladewater’s Winston Hill, the man who blocked Joe Namath’s 

blindside in Super Bowl III and was part of the line that helped 
Matt Snell run for 121 yards and a touchdown in the Super Bowl 
III upset over the Colts, was enshrined at the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in a special ceremony held in May for nine inductees who 
are entering the Hall posthumously.

Hill was chosen as part of a special Centennial Slate in 2020, but 
the induction ceremony was canceled due to COVID-19. Hill will 
be honored during two separate events - the annual Enshrinement 
Week in August and the Centennial Celebration in September.

The Hall of Fame held a special ceremony in May to honor the 
inductees who are deceased and give them special recognition.

The Hill family had 10 members at the ceremony in Canton, 
Ohio. Heather Hill, Winston’s daughter, said her father would use 
this honor to lift up those around him.

“More people have tried on his Super Bowl ring than any other 
ring in the world,” Heather Hill said. “He would say, ‘What are 

you interested in? How can you be a champion in your life?’ and 
he would motivate and inspire. If he was here and able to enjoy 
this moment, he would be thinking about and thrilled about the 
possibilities to use that platform to lift other people up and inspire 
other people to do their best in whatever they do.”

Hill, who died in 2016 and played 14 seasons with the Jets from 
1963-1976, was posthumously elected into the Pro Football Hall 

Winston Hill enters NFL Hall of Fame

By Suzanne Bardwell
The GISD 2021-22 budget has been set by school trustees following 

the recommendation of Chief Financial Officer Glenda Hickey. 
Maintenance & Operation is set at $18,902,219 and $1,768,490 in 
Interest & Sinking. The tax rate for M&O is set at $1.0834 and for 
I&S at $0.3663 for a total rate of $1.447.

“The 2021-22 budget is a balanced budget,” Supt. Dr. Sedric Clark 
said. “Through the approval of this budget, our Board of Trustees 
gives raises to all employees. Substitute teachers will also see a pay 
increase.”

In Dr. Clark’s state of the district report he said that with the 
approval of the budget the school board has the opportunity to employ 
the individuals selected by the campus principals and vetted by Chief 
Operating Officer Kim Chatman.

“Work is going on across the district to make sure that our students 
return to the best possible teachers, learning environments and 
programs,” Dr. Clark said.

Hires included first grade teacher Christie Warner, first grade special 

Gladewater ISD sets budget/tax rate
ed teacher Noellee Cole, fourth grade science/social studies teacher 
Collin Bunn, fifth grade science/social studies teacher Catherine 
Garland, fifth grade math Charlotte Jones, dyslexia teacher Sheree 
Griffin, GHS special ed/inclusion teacher Larita Hill and GHS asst. 
band director Joshlyn Marsh.

Board embers approved a $27,000 budget amendment to purchase 
band instruments as requested by GHS Band Director Jeff Smith. 
The board also approved a $12,000 budget amendment for school 
resource officer salary.

The Board approved use of ESSER Funds to purchase a sufficient 
number of Chromebooks to complete the district’s transition into a 
1-to-1 district with each student having access to a Chromebook. 
In addition each classroom will be upgraded to include a BenQ 
interactive board to provide a significant technology upgrade for 
enhanced instructional delivery options. The district’s wireless 
infrastructure will also be upgraded to better accommodate the 
upgrades in technology hardware and software.’

Continued on Page 3
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $6,464.26 $8,263.03 -21.76% $49,159.23 $43,951.19 11.84%
Easton 1.000% $5,668.08 $5,163.20 9.77% $28,823.82 $26,176.78 10.11%
Gladewater 1.500% $103,045.91 $83,788.97 22.98% $696,602.05 $687,761.79 1.28%
Kilgore 1.500% $537,401.20 $454,206.32 18.31% $4,096,893.18 $4,267,645.50 -4.00%
Lakeport 1.500% $24,267.30 $20,770.37 16.83% $141,838.06 $128,608.27 10.28%
Longview 1.500% $3,034,620.85 $2,570,752.49 18.04% $21,416,385.65 $18,857,825.22 13.56%
Warren City 1.000% $1,299.03 $1,358.62 -4.38% $9,368.41 $9,868.34 -5.06%
White Oak 1.500% $100,561.48 $105,660.87 -4.82% $636,865.95 $624,232.83 2.02%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $25,153.93 $24,999.13 0.61% $159,606.27 $137,076.98 16.43%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,779.90 $3,603.46 -22.85% $26,903.22 $24,741.94 8.73%
Gilmer 1.500% $186,232.30 $196,199.49 -5.08% $1,304,447.89 $1,237,331.42 5.42%
Ore City 1.500% $18,175.74 $20,312.02 -10.51% $131,383.91 $128,692.35 2.09%
Union Grove 1.000% $261.00 $599.66 -56.47% $2,609.61 $2,620.54 -0.41%

Local sales tax 
revenue up 22.98% 

 Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar sent cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose 
taxing districts $893.2 million in local sales 
tax allocations for July, which was 20 percent 
more than in July 2020.

These allocations are based on sales made 
in May by businesses that report tax monthly.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-
digit increases for the third month in-a-row, 
showing a 22.98-percent rise over the same  
period last year. Gladewater’s sales tax 
posted $103,045.91 in May 2021 compared 
to $83,788.97 for May of 2020. For the year 
Gladewater moved from -1.72-percent below 
2020 to a positive 1.28-percent.

Continued on Page 6

Local man 
killed in 
Texas 31
accident

City taking on 
railroad over 

downtown land

The Delta variant is spreading fast, especially where vaccination rates are low
With just 48 percent of the U.S. population fully vaccinated, and 

other countries struggling to secure vaccines, public health experts 
are concerned that the Delta variant—the most dangerous and 
transmissible form of the coronavirus to date—will trigger dramatic 
surges in cases and deaths in the U.S. and around the world.

First identified in India in March, Delta is now the dominant 
variant in the U.S. and accounts for more than half of new infections, 
according to the latest data from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention. It has spread to more than 90 countries and is also the 
most dominant variant in India, the United Kingdom, Russia, Israel, 
Singapore, and more than a dozen others.

The Delta variant is 60 percent more transmissible than the Alpha 
variant—first identified in the U.K.—which in turn was about 50 
percent more transmissible than the ancestral Wuhan strain. “It’s a 
super spreader variant; that is worrisome,” says Eric Topol, founder 
and director of the Scripps Research Translational Institute in 
California.

Delta has features that allow it to evade some of the body’s immune 
system defenses, says Topol. “Plus, it has the highest transmissibility 
of anything we’ve seen so far. It’s a very bad combination.”

In the U.S., Delta is responsible for more than 50 percent of new 
COVID-19 cases, up from 26 percent the week ending June 19. In 
parts of the Midwest and the Mountain States, where vaccination 
rates are lower, genetic analyses of virus samples suggest Delta could 
account for more than 80 percent of cases, said CDC director Rochelle 

Walensky during a press briefing on Thursday. She also presented 
data showing that less than 40 percent of residents were vaccinated 
in the roughly 170 U.S. counties with the highest case rates. Data 
from the past few months suggest that 99.5 percent of people who 
died from COVID-19 in the U.S. were unvaccinated. “So deaths were 
preventable with a simple, safe shot,” Walensky added.

Indeed, data show that a complete dose of a COVID-19 vaccine 

is still effective at preventing serious illness from Delta infection. A 
study published yesterday in the New England Journal of Medicine 
showed that both the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA vaccines 
will likely protect against Delta, though not as well as they did with 
previous variants.

A separate study estimated that two doses of the AstraZeneca or 
Pfizer vaccines will be be 60 and 88 percent effective, respectively, 
against symptomatic disease caused by Delta. And there is direct 
and indirect evidence that the single-shot vaccine from Johnson and 
Johnson is effective against the Delta variant, according to Anthony 
Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases.

However, a single dose of either mRNA vaccine, or a previous 
natural infection, barely inhibited the Delta variant, write the authors 
of another study published yesterday in the journal Nature.

Alarmed by the reduced efficacy against Delta, Pfizer is planning to 
ask for FDA authorization for a booster dose of its vaccine within the 
next month. Pfizer and BioNTech also announced on Thursday that 
they had developed an updated version of their COVID-19 vaccine 
that would specifically target the Delta variant. The companies expect 
to begin clinical trials in August.

“The only conclusion one can reasonably come to … is please, get 
vaccinated. It will protect you against the surging of the Delta variant,” 
Fauci said at a press conference on Thursday.

A Gladewater man was killed 
around 4:34 Sunday morning in 
an auto vs. pedestrian fatal crash 
on SH-31, approximately six 
miles west of the city of Kilgore 
in Gregg County.  

According to DPS Troopers, 
the preliminary report indicates 
that the driver of a 2011 Toyota 
Corolla was traveling east on SH-
31 and struck a pedestrian that 
was walking across the roadway.

 DPS officials said the pedestrian 
was identified as Marino Gunter, 
45, of Gladewater. Gunter was 
transported to Christus Good 
Shepard Medical Center – 
Kilgore where he later died. The 
driver of the Toyota was identified 
as Christopher J. Toon, 27, of 
Kilgore. 

The crash remains under 
investigation.

By Jim Bardwell
The City of Gladewater is planning to turn the tables in the Union 

Pacific Railroad, using the long-standing practice of eminent domain 
to gain ownership of downtown land that straddles the railroad tracks.

The city council has been trying to work out a deal with the Union 
Pacific for more than a year on the downtown property owned by the 
railroad. The city has been leasing the land along the railroad tracks 
for many years. However, recently the Union Pacific chose to renew 
the lease with the city, but at a significant increase. The previous 
agreement called for a $1,000 annual payment for 35 years. But the 
new deal proposed by the Union Pacific called for a three-year lease 
at $10,925 annualy. The city was able to get that down to $3,000/year.

But instead of leasing at the higher price, the city would like to buy 
the property. But Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp said railroad officials 
haven’t been willing to get together and hammer out a deal. So, the 
city decided last Thursday night at the monthly council meeting to 
authorize its legal counsel to begin the process of eminent domain 
on the railroad property.

“With UP (Union Pacific) no longer considering long term leases 
and the frequency of ever increasing lease payments over time, we as 
a council felt it in the best interest of our city and citizens to pursue 
purchasing the land from UP,” Shipp explained. “The land of interest 
is not being used by UP. We maintain it. As a result, we feel it is in 
our economic interest to buy it in lieu of leasing it. This is what has 
led us here today.”

Railroads used eminent domain since the 1880s to gain right-of-
way as it trekked across the country. But it is rare a city would use 
eminent domain on a railroad.

Eminent domain is the power of the sovereign (the government) 
to take property for public use without the owner’s consent. In some 
cases, the power may be used by private persons or corporations 
who are authorized to exercise functions of public character. And the 
Texas Transportation Code provides that a “railroad company” may 
acquire property by condemnation if the property is required for certain 
purposes listed in the statute, such as the right-of-way, a roadbed, or 
the construction and operation of tracks.

The power of eminent domain is actually a holdover from English 
feudalism and has long been accepted as one of the inherent powers 
of government. The idea is even recognized in the Magna Carta. 

In other business at Thursday’s meeting, the council held public 
hearings regarding the demolition of various structures around the 
city. The properties discussed and the action were:
l 412 Johnson – the owner asked for more time to remove the 

structure and was given 30 more days to do so.
Continued on Page 4

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court last Thursday 

voted not to change the salaries of elected officials 
in the forthcoming fiscal year, but County Judge 
Todd Tefteller said he was now proposing to raise 
the county’s retirement match, and grant a federally-
funded “stipend,” for both elected officials and all 
county workers.

While the proposed increase in the retirement match-
-now 1 to 1--to 1 to 1.5--would come from county 
funds, Tefteller said the stipend funds would come 
from the county’s share of the American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 which President Biden signed into law.

Tefteller said, however, he did not know the amount 
each individual would receive under the federally-

funded potential benefit. The county has received 
part of the $8.1 million allocated to it under the 
act.

County Auditor Connie Williams said Monday 
that what Tefteller called a “stipend” is referred 
to as “premium pay” under the federal grant’s 
guidelines, and is targeted for employees who 
worked through the COVID-19 crisis.

The court had recently voted to propose either 
raising elected officials’ and workers’ annual 
pay by $1,200, or instead increase the county’s 
retirement match to 1.5. Tefteller said at last 
week’s meeting in Gilmer that it was the court’s 
“consensus” not to raise salaries.

Upshur nixes pay raises for elected officials

Continued on Page 4

Students from the Margaret 
and Robert Bell Adolescent 
Place Empowering Youth 
Center toured the town last 
week, stopping off at Glade-
water City Hall and helping 
lead the prayer and Pledge 
of Allegiance, as well as the 
Gladewater Museum where 
they learned about the city’s 
rich an diverse history.

Photos by Jim Bardwell 
and Lois Reed

Free lunch 
for all GISD 

students
By Jim Bardwell

There’s an old saying that 
goes -  “there’s no such thing as 
a free lunch.” Well that may so 
elsewhere, but not in Gladewater.

Gladewater ISD board members 
were advised Monday night that 
the USDA will extend its free 
lunch program through June 
2022, so all students pay “zero” 
this school year for breakfast and 
lunch.

Parents can still add to a 
student’s lunch account for any 
extras that might be wanted.

In other business Monday 
night, the board approved a 
$890,000 budget amendment 
from 2020-21 for the purchase 
and installations related to athletic 
facility upgrades at Gladewater 
High School.  The purchase 
includes repairs to the tennis 
courts, Bull Waters Gymnasium, 
weight room and fencing and 
screen work for the baseball and 
softball fields.

A second budget amendment  
for $27,000 from 2020-21 was 
approved for the purchase of band 
instruments and a third 2020-21 
budget amendment in the amount 
of $90,000 was approved for 
the purchases and installations 
related to the Gladewater High 

Current
COVID-19 

Community 
Spread Levels

Continued on Page 7
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Texas Sales 
Tax Holiday 
is Aug. 6-8
Texas Comptroller Glenn 

Hegar is reminding shoppers 
they can save money on clothes 
and school supplies during the 
state’s sales tax holiday on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 6-8.

State law exempts sales tax on 
qualified items — such as clothing, 
footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks — priced below $100, 
saving shoppers about $8 on 
every $100 they spend. The date 
of the sales tax holiday and list of 
tax-exempt items are set by the 
Texas Legislature.

“For many families with 
children who are going back to 
their school campuses for the 
first time since the pandemic 
began, the sales tax holiday is 
the perfect opportunity to save 
money on school supplies and 
other tax-free items,” Hegar said. 
“As a father with three school-
aged children myself, I know how 
these expenses can add up.”

School supplies that may be 
purchased tax-free include: Only 
the school supplies on this list 
priced under $100 qualify for 
exemption from tax during the 
sales tax holiday.
Binders
Blackboard chalk
Book bags
Calculators
Cellophane tape
Compasses
Composition books
Crayons
Erasers
Folders – expandable, pocket, 
plastic, and manila
Glue, paste and paste sticks
Highlighters
Index cards
Index card boxes
Kits*
Legal pads
Lunch boxes
Markers (including dry erase 
markers)
Notebooks
Paper – loose leaf ruled note-
book paper, copy paper, graph 
paper, tracing paper, manila pa-
per, colored paper, poster board, 
and construction paper
Pencil boxes and other school 
supply boxes
Pencil sharpeners
Pencils
Pens
Protractors
Rulers
Scissors
Writing tablets

During the annual sales tax 
holiday, qualifying items can be 
purchased tax free online or by 
telephone, mail, custom order 
or any other means (including 
in-store purchases) when either:
l the item is both delivered

to, and paid for by, the customer 
during the exemption period; or
l the customer orders and pays

for the item, and the seller accepts 
the order during the exemption 
period for immediate shipment, 
even if delivery is made after the 
exemption period ends.

Texas’ sales tax holiday 
weekend has been an annual event 
since 1999, allowing consumers 
to save millions of dollars in 
state and local sales taxes each 
year. The Comptroller’s office 
estimates that shoppers will save 
an estimated $107.3 million in 
state and local sales tax during 
this sales tax holiday.

Preparing for a Heat Wave
The American Red Cross North Texas Region reminds North Texans 

that this week could bring the highest temperatures we’ve seen this 
summer. A little preparation can go a long way in helping to keep you, 
your family and your fur babies safe during intense heat.

EXTREME HEAT CONDITIONS
As with severe weather there are several key terms that you need 

to pay close attention to so that you and those you care about can stay 
safe or know when to call and ask for help.

Extreme Heat Watch is issued if the potential for extreme heat could 
occur within the next 24-72 hours.

Extreme Heat Advisory is issued if the forecasted Heat Index is 
expected to hit 100 degrees. This type of weather condition increases 
the potential for heat related illness.

Extreme Heat Warning is issued if the forecasted Heat Index is 
expected to hit or exceed 105 degrees. This type of weather condition 
significantly increases the potential for heat related illness.

Spending too much time or over-doing it in extreme heat and 
humidity makes it hard for our bodies to stay cool. When our bodies 
can’t cool down enough, we can suffer from heat-related illness.

Young children, older adults, individuals with chronic medical 
conditions such as heart disease, individuals taking prescription 
medicines, outside workers, and those who live alone are more 
susceptible to the heat and are at greater risk of experiencing a heat-
related illness.

HEAT RELATED ILLNESS
Heat Cramps - the mildest heat-related illnesses, are involuntary 

muscle spasms and pain that usually occur in the arms, legs, and 
stomach.

Heat Exhaustion - is more severe than heat cramps and affects the 
entire body, not just your muscles. Heat exhaustion occurs when your 
body is unable to cool itself.

Heat Stroke – is the most dangerous of all heat-related illnesses. 
It develops when the body’s systems are overwhelmed by heat and 
stop functioning – usually because the signs of heat exhaustion are 
ignored. Heat stroke can lead to permanent damage of your body’s 
organs and can be life-threatening.

5 TIPS TO STAY SAFE DURING EXTREME HEAT
Stay Aware – watch weather warnings and adhere to the safety 

precautions. NEVER leave children or pets in your vehicle.
Keep Cool – if you do not have a working air conditioner, seek 

relief during the hottest part of the day in places such as libraries, 
theaters or malls.

Stay Hydrated – drink plenty of fluids, even if you do not feel thirsty. 
Avoid drinks with alcohol or caffeine.

Limit Outdoor Activity – avoid strenuous exercise during the hottest 
part of the day and wear loose-fitting, lightweight and light-colored 
clothing.

Stay Connected – check on friends, family and elderly neighbors 
who may not have air conditioning or live alone.

See a complete list of 
clothing, footwear and 

other items – qualifying and 
nonqualifying items - 

Inside on Page 4

Upshur County man 
given eight life sentences

 An Upshur County jury returned a maximum sentence of eight (8) 
Life sentences with each sentence carrying a $10,000.00 fine against 
37-year-old Thomas Alan Auld, for eight separate counts of Indecency
With a Child committed against a 10 year-old female relative.

The jury began hearing testimony last Wednesday and after a two-
day trial, returned a verdict of guilty for all eight counts contained in 
the indictment. Then after hearing evidence in punishment, the jury 
assessed the maximum sentence at life in prison.

 Prosecutors said in 2019, between the months of March and August, 
the defendant had access to the child who was his relative and during 
times he drove her home, he began playing Truth or Dare games that 
led to Dare or Die. He would take the child’s hand and place it on his 
exposed private area and then would do the same to her. Evidence 
showed that there was a time period that the defendant lived with the 
victim and her family and while babysitting, he touched the child and 
used a candy item called Fun Dip to try to make the child touch him.

 Additionally, the State was able to prove that another cousin, who 
was 15 at the time, was forcibly touched in her private area by the 
defendant. Further, a child who was 11 at the time and now 17, told 
the Jury under Oath that she was also isolated by the defendant to 
play Truth or Dare and that led to inappropriate truths being revealed 
by the defendant with a threat of not to tell.

 The victim in this case was 10 when the abuse began and during 
trial took the stand and told the Jury what her Uncle did to her. The 
defense attempted to try and show the time line of events could not 
be accurate, yet the Jury did not believe that evidence. The child out-
cried to a friend in confidence who then told her mother. That mother 
alerted the victim’s mom. Otherwise, the abuse would likely continue 
today. Since telling of her abuse, the child, like so many others, has 
attempted to take her own life two times. She is and will remain under 
counselors’ and doctors’ care for a long period of time.

This charge is normally a Second Degree felony. However, the 
defendant had already served prison time for burglary of a habitation 
and jail time for stealing food stamps, so the district attorney’s office 
filed a Notice to Enhance Punishment because of his prior offenses.

GISD Athletic Director Scott Clower has 
announced that Bear football tickets will be sold 
online through Event School Tickets. Starting Aug. 9 
through Aug. 20 all seats will be open to the general 
public for purchase of reserved tickets for the season 
online. Ticket prices remain the same but a small 
transaction fee will be added. The purchased tickets 
can be printed out or may be used by phone swipe at 
the entrance to the stadium. For questions call GHS. 

Step-by-step procedure for first time buyers:
Visit schooleventticketslogin.com and click “Sign 

Up” in the upper right corner.
Fill in the prompted information and press submit 

to create an account.
An activation emaill will be sent to you, click 

the link within the email and your account will be 
activated.

Once account is activated you can log into your 
account and follow the steps below:

TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
1. Go to the event webpage.
2. Select the quantity from the type of tickets you 

wish to purchase.
-If you were provided an access code, select

“Click Here to Enter PROMO” and you will be 
able to input your access code to get to your tickets.

If you are on your mobile phone, you must scroll 
within the ticket box to see all tickets.

To select a quantity, you must click on the white 
quantity box and scroll within the quantity box to 
see all numbers.

3. Click “Buy Tickets”.
4. Enter the ticket buyer and credit card

information.
5. Select “Pay Now”.
6. Click “GO TO MY TICKETS” on this page

or go to your email to view your tickets
7.  Your current orders will appear. Select “View

Order”.
8. Select “Download Tickets”. You can print

them, or you can download them onto your mobile 
device to bring to the event.

PLEASE NOTE:  If you are purchasing tickets 
on your mobile device and the system is not 
processing your transaction, please turn off your 
pop up blocker on your browser so that it will allow 
your transaction to be processed by taking you to 
the next page where you can download your tickets.

Man indicted on murder charges
By Phillip Williams

The Upshur County Grand Jury has indicted 
Jeffrey David Swanner on charges of murdering 
a Diana man last April 3, Upshur County District 
Attorney Billy Byrd’s office announced last week.

Swanner, 31, of Diana, was indicted July 8 on 
charges of killing Kenneth Wadel Burcalow, 60, by 
“striking him on or about the head and body with 
an ax or other sharp-edged object,” the indictment 
alleges. The suspect remained in county jail at 
Gilmer under $1 million bond, Byrd’s office said.

Burcalow, who was known to neighbors, was 

found dead at his home in the 1600 block of Swan 
Road and Swanner, who lived on the same road 
nearby, was arrested near his own residence the next 
day, said Upshur County sheriff’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel at the time of the incident. 

Hazel said then that Burcalow “appeared to be the 
victim of assault” and that the men “were known to 
each other,” but “the motive for the incident is still 
under investigation.”

Sheriff’s deputies responded about 11:38 p.m. April 
3 to a call on the road, “where witnesses advised 

Up-to-date equipment can improve safety 
procedures in times of response while protecting 
firefighters and public a like. West Mountain 
Volunteer Fire Department received a $19,800 
grant to help purchase several pieces of fire/rescue 
equipment. 

“One of our major upgrades is six new radios 
with 25-channel frequencies,” said West Mountain 

Area VFD receives equipment grant 
VFD Fire Chief Steve Bayne. “Communication 
is the key to properly coordinating emergency 
response. It is essential for the safety of not only 
our department members but also when several 
departments are responding to an event it is essential 
in synchronizing teamwork among the responders, 
keeping everyone safe.”

Continued on Page 5

Fire Chief Steve Bayne and Retired Fire Chief/ Department Mentor Andy Killian 

The Gladewater Police Department recently received 15 new pistols - Glocks - courtesy 
of John Paul and Beverly Tallent. Gladewater Police Chief said the $6,000 donation will 
allow each of his officers to be better equipped and will provide better protection for 
residents. And with each officer carrying the same type weapon, ammunition will be easier 
to obtain and in an emergency officers can share weapons.       Photo by Jim Bardwell

Bear tickets sold online Aug. 9-20
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Bear tickets 
sold online 
Aug. 9-20

GISD Athletic Director Scott 
Clower has announced that Bear 
football tickets will be sold online 
through Event School Tickets. 
Starting Aug. 9 through Aug. 
20 all seats will be open to the 
general public for purchase of 
reserved tickets for the season 
online. Ticket prices remain the 
same but a small transaction fee 
will be added. The purchased 
tickets can be printed out or 
may be used by phone swipe at 
the entrance to the stadium. For 
questions call GHS. 

Step-by-step procedure for first 
time buyers:

Visit schooleventticketslogin.
com and click “Sign Up” in the 
upper right corner.

Fill in the prompted information 
and press submit to create an 
account.

An activation emaill will be 
sent to you, click the link within 
the email and your account will 
be activated.

Once account is activated you 
can log into your account and 
follow the steps below:
TO PURCHASE TICKETS:
1.  Go to the event webpage.
2.  Select the quantity from 

the type of tickets you wish to 
purchase.

-If you were provided an access 
code, select “Click Here to Enter 
PROMO” and you will be able to 
input your access code to get to 
your tickets.

If you are on your mobile 
phone, you must scroll within the 
ticket box to see all tickets.

To select a quantity, you must 
click on the white quantity box 
and scroll within the quantity box 
to see all numbers.

3.  Click “Buy Tickets”.
4.  Enter the ticket buyer and 

credit card information.
5.  Select “Pay Now”.
6 .   C l ick  “GO TO MY 

TICKETS” on this page or go to 
your email to view your tickets

7.  Your current orders will 
appear. Select “View Order”.

8.  Select “Download Tickets”. 
You can print them, or you can 
download them onto your mobile 
device to bring to the event.

PLEASE NOTE:  If you 
are purchasing tickets on your 
mobile device and the system is 
not processing your transaction, 
please turn off your pop up 
blocker on your browser so that 
it will allow your transaction 
to be processed by taking you 
to the next page where you can 
download your tickets.

The cheer squad of seniors Jade Thomas-mascot, Aniya Sanders-mascot, Lexi Hart, Timber Smith, Adasyn Williams and Alise Sanders; juniors Gracie George and Makayla 
Police and sophomores Kyla Lincoln and Hadossah Balcorta attended cheer camp at Southern Methodist University. Junior Kamryn Floyd was not able to attend because of knee 
surgery. Mascots Aniya Sanders and Jade Thomas both received All American awards along with squad manager Rebecca Kinsey and Kaila King. The Bear mascot team earned 
the Mascot Leadership award. Co-captains Timber Smith and Lexi Hart both earned All American Cheerleader honors. The majority of the squad earned nominations to try out for 
All American honors. Sponsors for the squad are Angie Townsend and Claudia Barnhill.            Courtesy Photos

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Sheriff’s 

Office, investigating a shooting 
which left a woman dead and 
her husband seriously injured at 
their Union Grove home Saturday 
night, is “treating her death as a 
homicide” while her husband’s 
wound is believed to be self-
inflicted, said sheriff’s Chief 
Deputy David Hazel.

Investigators were initially 
trying to determine whether the 
wounds suffered by Jennifer 
Abigail Lile, 34, and her husband, 
Mark James Lile, 37, were both 
self-inflicted or whether her death 
was a homicide, Hazel said. 
Based on preliminary autopsy 
results received Monday, officers 
consider it a homicide, he said.

Jennifer Lile was pronounced 
dead at the scene at 288 Private 
Road 1016, off of Willow Oak 
Road, by Precinct 1 Justice of 
the Peace Wyone Manes, who 
had the body sent to Tyler for 
an autopsy, said Hazel. Mark 
Lile was reported in serious 
condition Monday at UT Health 
North Campus--Tyler, the chief 
deputy said.

Officers responded to the small 
home about 7 p.m. and, upon 
arriving, found the woman’s 
body and Lile seriously wounded, 
he said. The couple had been 
married several years and had a 
Gladewater address, he added.

By coincidence, sheriff ’s 
deputies were at  a nearby 
residence, where they were 
attempting to get a man to 
leave a house after an unrelated 
disturbance call, when the officers 
heard shots behind that house 
which turned out to have come 
from the Liles’ home, he said.

Union Grove 
homicide being  

investigated

The Manna House peanut butter shelf is full but is missing the jelly kids like to make their sandwiches with, In The Manna House peanut butter shelf is full but is missing the jelly kids like to make their sandwiches with, In 
addition to jelly, other items in immediate need are pasta, rice, cornbread mix or meal and flour. Donations may addition to jelly, other items in immediate need are pasta, rice, cornbread mix or meal and flour. Donations may 
be dropped off during Manna House hours Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. or at the  be dropped off during Manna House hours Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. or at the  

    Gladewater Mirror newspaper weekdays during business hours at 211 N. Main Street.    Gladewater Mirror newspaper weekdays during business hours at 211 N. Main Street.
      Financial donations may be mailed to: Manna House, P.O. Box 808,      Financial donations may be mailed to: Manna House, P.O. Box 808,
             Gladewater, 75647. All contributions are tax deductible.               Gladewater, 75647. All contributions are tax deductible.  
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COVID-19 cases up in area
The monthly Gladewater 

recycling. program - which has 
been on hold for more than a 
year due to COVID-19 health 
concerns - had planned to return 
on Aug. 14.

But recyclers will have to hang 
on to all their paper and cardboard 
boxes for  another month. 
Organizers decided Monday to 
move the free recycling effort to 
Sept. 11 because of growing delta 
variant of COVID-19 cases in 
the area. Organizers did not feel 
it was prudent to put volunteer 
at risk.

The state’s positivity rate, 
which is the percent of virus 
tests coming back positive, has 
increased to levels not seen 
since January. This indicates the 
highly transmissible delta variant 
of COVID-19 is spreading 
rampantly and mostly among 
the unvaccinated. Hospitals 
across the state are seeing 
dramatic jumps in COVID-19 
patients, straining an already 
overburdened health care system.

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention is now 
recommending vaccinated 
people start masking up again 
in indoor public spaces in 
“areas with substantial and high 
transmission,” which includes 
most of Texas. And some of the 
state’s largest counties are also 
asking everyone — vaccinated 
and unvaccinated — to wear 

masks again. However, Gov. 
Greg Abbott has said public 
schools and government entities 
cannot require masks, which has 
upset parents and teachers as 
students — most of whom are 
unvaccinated — prepare to return 
to in-person learning.

Meanwhile, almost 44% of 
all Texans are fully vaccinated, 
but the number of vaccines 
administered has been declining 
each month since April. New 

preliminary data released by 
DSHS shows 99.5% of COVID-
related deaths in Texas were 
unvaccinated people between 
Feb. 8 and July 14.

Everyone age 12 and older 
is eligible for the vaccine in 
Texas, regardless of occupation 
or health status. Only the Pfizer 
vaccine is available to people 
ages 12 to 17.

As of July 31, 14.9 million 
people have received at least 

one dose, which is 51.5% of 
Texas’ population, and 12.7 
million people, or 43.8%, are 
fully vaccinated. A total of 
26.6 million doses have been 
administered. The Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines require 
two doses, and the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine requires 
one dose.

Texas received its first 
shipments of the COVID-19 
vaccine on Dec. 14. 

Texas Sales 
Tax Holiday 
is Aug. 6-8
Texas Comptroller Glenn 

Hegar is reminding shoppers 
they can save money on clothes 
and school supplies during the 
state’s sales tax holiday on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 6-8.

State law exempts sales tax on 
qualified items — such as clothing, 
footwear, school supplies and 
backpacks — priced below $100, 
saving shoppers about $8 on 
every $100 they spend. The date 
of the sales tax holiday and list of 
tax-exempt items are set by the 
Texas Legislature.
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Car Show, Sip and Stroll this Saturday
This weekend promises to be a very busy, but  fun 

and productive time for just about everyone. 
It all begins Saturday, Aug. 14 at 9 a.m. with the Oil 

Field Special car, truck and motorcycle show on the 
downtown bricks. Awards will be handed out at 1 p.m.

The event will include door prizes, lots of awards, 
and a 50/50 drawing. For more information; contact 
Ronnie 903-253-3213

Also on Saturday will be a special treat for art and 
wine lovers as the “Gladewater Annual Art & Wine 
Stroll” returns to the brick streets with art viewing, 
wine tasting, and shopping in the Antique Captial of 
East Texas. 

Recycling postponed 
until September

DPS urges drivers to be aware DPS urges drivers to be aware 
as school year beginsas school year begins

 With the school year beginning in person for many districts across the 

state, the Texas Department of Public Safety is reminding the public of 
steps they can take to keep students and staff members safe. This includes 
slowing down in school zones, staying off cell phones and being aware 
at all times while around school buses.

 “Going back to school is an exciting time for students, parents and 
staff, but it is paramount that drivers are more alert when around buses 
and schools,” said DPS Director Steven McCraw. 

 DPS offers the following tips for school safety:
l Give students extra room and don’t assume they are paying attention 

to traffic. 
l Don’t block a crosswalk when stopped at a red light or stop sign.
l Follow the directions of school crossing guards.
l Watch for children on bicycles traveling to and from schools.
l Reduce speed when you spot a school bus and know children may 

unexpectedly step into the road without checking for oncoming traffic.
l Be careful around railroad crossings. School buses are legally 

required to stop at them.
l Know laws regarding school buses. According to Texas law, if a 

bus has alternating flashing red signals visible from the front or rear, 
drivers MUST stop before reaching the bus. Drivers can only proceed 
if the flashing lights are no longer activated, the driver signals you to 
proceed or the bus has resumed driving. Approaching drivers do NOT 
have to stop for a school bus that is operating a visual signal if the road 

Continued on Page 7

The Chamber of Commerce/Gladewater Economic Development Corporation mixer 
last Tuesday at the museum’s Rodeo Annex was a well-attended event. Gladewater 
Museum Director Elaine Roddy, Sandra Ayers Smith owner of Aunt Sandra’s Restaurant, 
beautification board member Cabbie Fortson and chamber president Lois Reed paused 
for a picture while visiting at the mixer.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

$1 sample tastings will be available from the 11 
participating wineries. Tickets may be purchased 
at eventbrite.com or by calling 903-845-7054, or 
in-person at the check-in point at Walker Manor 
Bed & Breakfast 214 E Commerce Ave.

Ticket holders (must be 21 or older) will 
receive free food samplings at various locations, 
a wine glass, event bracelet, wine bag, and an 
opportunity to purchase $1 sample tastings from 
the 11 participating wineries. In addition, free 
wine samples will be provided to ticket holders 
at the 2 bed & breakfasts in town and Gladewater 
Traders Mall.

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce welcomed Aunt Sandra’s Boudin & More 
Restaurant at 212 MLK Jr. Drive with a ribbon cutting last Friday. Owner Sandra Ayers 
Smith’s restaurant was celebrated by chamber members and friends at the ceremony.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Spirited varsity cheerleader Spirited varsity cheerleader 
junior Makayla Police, helped junior Makayla Police, helped 
lead the crowd in a cheer beforelead the crowd in a cheer before
the introduction of the GHS football the introduction of the GHS football 
team at Friday night’s Meet the Bears. team at Friday night’s Meet the Bears. 
The Bears open the regular season on Aug. 26The Bears open the regular season on Aug. 26
 against the Buckeyes in Gilmer.  against the Buckeyes in Gilmer. 

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Meet Meet 
the Bearsthe Bears

Gregg County officials urge vaccinations
COVID-19 cases on the rise in East Texas and expected to get much worse

Dr. John DiPasquale
Christus GSMC 

Emergency Services

By Suzanne Bardwell
“I need you,” Gregg County 

Judge Bill Stoudt said as he opened 
Monday’s noon press conference 
about an overwhelming third 
wave of COVID. The “need” is 
to get the message out about the 
importance of getting vaccinated. 
Stoudt said that the seven day 
average of cases had risen 92% 
which is much faster than the 
past two waves of COVID in the 
greater Gregg County area.

Stoudt said that there was a 
49% increase in COVID related 
hospitalizations among all ages 
and that deaths from the disease 
were up 15% and climbing. He 
went on to say that 75% of the 
current cases are due to the Delta 
variant in those who are not fully 
vaccinated.

“Our community needs to take 

care of each other,’ Stoudt said. 
“There are no new orders from 
the governor, or my office but 
I am begging you to encourage 
people to get vaccinated. You are 
saving lives when you do.”

Stoudt said that there are 40 
sites within the county where 
vaccinations may be administered 
at no cost to those seeking them. 
He also encouraged Gregg 
County citizens to wear masks, 
avoid crowds and to keep hands 
clean.”

This virus can be beat, but 
we need help,” Judge Stoudt 
said. “We need everyone to 
understand the growing danger 
of this disease.”

Dr. John DiPasquale, head 
of Christus GSMC Emergency 
Services spoke passionately 
about the latest battle with the 

Delta variant of the COVID virus.
“I wish we were all here to 

celebrate a victory but we are 
not,” he said. “We are about to 
face our darkest hours.”

Dr. DiPasquale said that the 
clinical and nonclinical staff are 
demoralized.

“Nearly 100% of the patients 
we are seeing are unvaccinated,” 
he said. “They are younger and 
struggling to breathe. Every 
death we have had came from 
someone else. Please avoid others 
if you have symptoms, wear your 
mask.”

Dr. DiPasquale said that the 
FDA will give full approval to the 
vaccines shortly and the fact that 
the very ill are overwhelmingly 
unvaccinated is proof of its 
importance.

“Patients are coming in sooner, 
sicker and are deteriorating 
faster,” he said. “We have not seen 

or treated anyone with serious 
reactions to the vaccinations.”

Symptoms include runny nose, 
slight fever, chronic cough or 
sneezing.

“By the time we see them they 
can’t breathe,”  Dr. DiPasquale 
said. “With the Alpha strain the 
disease presented after about five 
days, with the Delta variant it is 
three and patients are running out 

of time.”
Christus Good Shepherd 

Medical Center CEO Todd 
Hancock said that the third wave 
poses a potential healthcare crisis.

“In January we peaked in cases 
but today we are already at half 
that number and it has happened 
in just a few weeks,” Hancock 
said. “The state provided us with 
nurses and funding last time but 
not this time. We need a whole 
cadre of health care professionals. 
We have a void in our present 
situation.”

Hancock said that he is reaching 
out to nurses in the area who are 
licensed.

“Nurses are the tip of the 
spear,” Hancock said. “We are 

asking in an unprecedented way 
to step up and help us.”

Besides the shortage in 
staffing, he said that there is a 
growing shortage of available 
beds in the state.

“We have people in ER’s 
all across Texas waiting for a 
hospital bed,” Hancock said. 
“There are no beds available. You 
can help by getting vaccinated.”

Longview Regional CEO 
Steve Gordon took time to thank 
first responders before he gave 
his stark warning. “If everyone 
were vaccinated we would have 
a hospital population of zero,” he 
said. “Currently our emergency 
room is overwhelmed. If you are 

‘We are about to 
face our darkest 
hours.’
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $9,221.62 $9,460.99 -2.53% $58,380.85 $53,412.18 9.30%
Easton 1.000% $6,831.85 $4,389.13 55.65% $35,655.67 $30,565.91 16.65%
Gladewater 1.500% $123,114.65 $111,446.51 10.46% $819,716.70 $799,208.30 2.56%
Kilgore 1.500% $778,220.55 $654,659.29 18.87% $4,875,113.73 $4,922,304.79 -0.95%
Lakeport 1.500% $30,798.62 $26,639.27 15.61% $172,636.68 $155,247.54 11.20%
Longview 1.500% $3,843,298.05 $3,311,682.62 16.05% $25,259,683.70 $22,169,507.84 13.93%
Warren City 1.000% $1,936.61 $1,546.99 25.18% $11,305.02 $11,415.33 -0.96%
White Oak 1.500% $128,121.76 $116,053.46 10.39% $764,987.71 $740,286.29 3.33%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Ore City 1.500% $19,394.74 $23,802.98 -18.51% $150,778.65 $152,495.33 -1.12%
Union Grove 1.000% $605.21 $407.49 48.52% $3,214.82 $3,028.03 6.16%
East Mountain 1.000% $4,881.28 $4,020.14 21.42% $31,784.50 $28,762.08 10.50%
Gilmer 1.500% $234,505.08 $198,911.71 17.89% $1,538,952.97 $1,436,243.13 7.15%
Big Sandy 1.250% $27,309.83 $24,508.53 11.42% $186,916.10 $161,585.51 15.67%

Local sales tax 
revenue still up 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced 

last week he will send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose taxing districts 
$1.07 billion in local sales tax allocations for 
August, 17.4 percent more than in August 
2020. These allocations are based on sales 
made in June by businesses that report tax 
monthly and on sales made in April, May 
and June by quarterly filers.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-
digit increases for the fourth month in-a-row, 
showing a 10.46-percent rise over the same  
period last year. Gladewater’s sales tax 
posted $123,114.65 in June 2021 compared 
to $111,446.51 for June of 2020. 

With a little help from the GHS 
cheerleaders and Gladewater 
Primary School staff the Wee 
Bears were more than ready 
for the first day of school last 
Wednesday.  

Photos By 
Suzanne Bardwell

Austin Verner of the Gladewater Bear defense soared and the Bear offense scored at last Friday’s scrimmage 
against Brownsboro. This Friday the Bears will scrimmage the Tigers in Daingerfield. The JV will scrimmage at 6 
p.m., followed by the  varsity. The regular season begins on Thursday - August 26 - in Gilmer against the Buckeyes. 
On Sept. 3 the Bears will again be on the road, this time going up against the Spring Hill Panthers.

Photos by Chris Jones.

The Gladewater City Council 
will meet Thursday at 6 p.m. in 
City Hall and discuss a laundry 
list of requests, from the sale 
of beer and wine to awarding 
contracts for the repair of the Lee 
Library.

The agenda includes the 
following::

Consider and possibly approve 
the Hotel/Motel Tax report for 
April - June 2021, approved 
a School Resource Officer 
Agreement between the City 
and GISD for the 2021-2022 
school year, approve an East 
Texas Council of Governments 
lnterlocal Contract for 9-1-1 
PSAP Agreement FY 2022-
2023 and East Texas Council 
of Governments Interlocal 
Contract for City 9-1-1 Database 

Busy night on tap for 
Gladewater city council

Maintenance FY 2022-2023, 
approve a Fire  Protect ion 
Agreement between City of 
Gladewater and Upshur County 
ESD #1 and the City of Union 
Grove.

Three public hearings will be 
held Thursday - for the proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2022, 
for a request for a Specific Use 
Permit for the sale of off-premises 
consumption of beer and wine at 
100 E. Upshur and for demolition 
orders for structures located at: 
412 Johnson, 506 Jeanette and 
1008 E. Broadway.

The council will also consider 
closing and abandoning an  
undeveloped alley way that 
runs northeast and southwest 
within the properties at 500-508 
W.Upshur Ave., 302-318 N. 
Cotton St., 403 W. Gregg Ave., 
and 303-305 Tenery St. 

The council also will be asked 
to consider the Lake Board 
recommendation to fill vacant 
board member position, and 
they will be asked to create a 
Gladewater Sesquicentennial 
Planning Committee and approve 
a performance agreement between 
GEDCO and Red Rock Historical 
Association. 

The city council also will be 
asked to award a contract for the 
Lee Public Library roof repair, 
which was severely damaged 
in the February winter storm. 
The council also will consider  
awarding a contract for Lee 
Public Library A/C replacement.
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No tax hike 
called for
2021-2022
city budget Bears face tough 

test in Gilmer 
By Beth Mckamy 

The beginning of football 
season is always met with 
excitement for fans across the 
state of Texas. There is nothing 
better than “Friday Night Lights 
“ or in the case of Gladewater 
and Gilmer it’s “Thursday Night 
Lights.” 

For some coaches, players and 
fans there are high expectations 
of state championships. For 
many more, realistically, a trip 
to the playoffs is the prize and 
for others, just the joy of putting 
on that uniform or watching 
your child or grandchild make 
memories for years to come. 

When the Bears and Buckeyes 
kick off at 7 p.m. Thursday night 
at Jeff Traylor Stadium in Gilmer, 
opening night brings more than 
just high expectations. It brings 
a rivalry that dates back to 1929. 
Through the years the clash has 
been known as “The Battle of 
the Orange and Black “ and “The 
Battle of the G-Towns”. Except 
for a span of 23 years between 
1937 and 1960, the Bears and 
Buckeyes have never gone more 
than two years between games 
since. Gilmer fans will tell you 
that the match-up isn’t really a 
rivalry. They would say their 
dominance over Gladewater in 
the past 30 years (25-2) reflects 
that, but long time Bear fans 
remember years when the tides 
were turned in Gladewater’s 
favor. 

It would be easy for Gilmer 
to come into Thursday night’s 
game over confident. Ranked #2 
in state in 4A DII and a defending 
state finalist team, the Buckeyes 
return a veteran, all-star lineup 
on both sides of the ball.  They 
match-up against a Bear team 

that could need more time to gel 
together. Gladewater, no stranger 
to state rankings, is #3 in 3A D1. 
Filling positions at QB and on 
the offensive line are the keys 
to the Bears’ success when they 
have the ball. Either sophomore 
Calan Castles or Kyron Wilson 
will be behind center, but for 
the young signal callers to be 
successful they will need help 
from a senior offensive line of 
Chris Perry, Chase Wise, Tyler 
Smith and Zac Shipp. Castles and 
Wilson will have a talented cast 
around them that can pick apart 
the Buckeye defense.  Leading 
the way are senior WR DJ Allen 
(60 catches, 1,305 yds, 17 TDs) 
and Jr WR Kollin Lewis (33 
catches, 484 yrds, 5 TDs). Add to 
that a “ground and pound” attack 
of senior RB Malachi Gordon 
(123/596/6 TDs) and senior FB 
Devon Walker  (99/498/12 TDs) 
and the Bear offense could help 
give Gladewater their first victory 
over Gilmer since 2001. 

The experienced Buckeye 
defense won’t make it easy for 
the Bears. DB Rohan Fluellen 
(33 tackles, 7 int), DL Matthew 
Burton (104 tackles, 21 TFL, 17 
sacks) and LB Onero Orona (94 
tackles,10 TFL, 8 sacks) could be 
a nightmare for the Gladewater 
offense. 

If the Bears are going to claim 
the victory their defense will 
have to stop Gilmer’s dual threat 
QB Brandon Tennison. In 2020 
Tennison passed for 3,866 yards 
and 40 touchdowns and rushed 
for 985 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

With 10 starters returning on 
defense for Gladewater, they 
should be much improved.  
With seniors Logan Bohanon 
(72 tackles, 36 solo, 4 TFL), 
Za Campbell (62 tackles, 33 
solo, 3 TFL), Zach Polanco (55 
tackles, 32 solo, 6 TFL, 3 sacks), 
Rajuan Johnson (49 tackles, 30 

solo, 13 TFL, 1 sack) Eli Kates 
(35 tackles, 22 solo, 13 TFL, 6 
sacks) and juniors Austin Verner  
(57 tackles,  29 solo, 7 TFL) and 
Tyrone Maddox  (36 tackles, 29 
solo, 4 int) the Bears could stop 
the potent Gilmer offense. 

On paper it looks like the 
underdog Bears will go another 

year without that coveted victory 
over the Buckeyes, but games 
aren’t won or lost on paper and 
the fact that so many fans of other 
teams across all of East Texas 
will make the trek to Gilmer 
shows what exciting games 
these two teams play when they 
face off.
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Gladewater Beautification Advisory Board President Jon Keller presented Debbie 
Edmonds of Booshay’s Cajun Restaurant the Business of the Quarter recognition along 
with board member Suzanne Bardwell who was accompanied by King, and board member 
Dennis Robertson. The business was honored for its extensive, lush landscaping which 
helps promote the image of Gladewater with its beauty.                Photo By Jim Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
A possible $18,000 per year 

for five years added to qualifying 
teachers’ salaries was big news at 
the Aug. 16 GISD board meeting. 
Designations and the amount 
of the incentivized monetary 
awards will be based on teacher 
observation scores and student 
growth. This school year will be 

Up to $18K incentive pay for GISD teachers announced
the data capture year according 
to Supt. Dr. Sedric Clark with the 
first payouts in August of 2023.

“Through the TIA (Teacher 
Incentive Allotment), our teachers 
will be able to access an additional 
source of compensation that is 
tied to classroom observation 
and student academic growth,” 
Dr. Clark said. “As observation 

scores and student academic 
growth increases, so does the 
opportunity for addit ional 
compensation.”

Dr. Clark announced to the 
board that the GISD Team of 
Eight will present a session at 
the Texas Association of School 
Board and Texas Association 
of School Administrators joint 

conference. The session will 
focus on how the board selected 
a superintendent that matched 
their district and the vision for 
the future, how the Team of 
Eight involved the community 
in creating the GISD Vision 2025 
plan and how that has become 
the guiding document for district 
operations.

Trustees approved the purchase 
of the Capturing Kids’ Hearts 
program at a cost of $125,000 
which will come out of ESSER 
III funds. Those federal funds 
became available to help address 
pandemic related issues such as 
learning gaps.

“The first words of our mission 
statement are ‘Gladewater 
provides a safe and nurturing 
learning environment…’,” Dr. 
Clark said. “Capturing Kids’ 
Hearts will help ensure that 
this is true everywhere in our 
district.”

Capturing Kids’ Hearts is a 
program built to equip teachers, 
coaches, administrators and 
distr ict  leaders  in how to 
implement transformational 
processes focused on building 
relationships, improving school 
culture, building self-managing 
classrooms, accountabili ty 
a n d  i m p r o v i n g  a c a d e m i c 
performance. During GISD’s 
first two days of teacher inservice 

all teachers on all four campuses 
received training in the program.

ESSER III funds were also 
tapped to purchase six buses 
which will be used to transport 
students to and from after-school 
and Saturday tutoring sessions in 
order to address learning gaps. 
The buses at a cost of $600,000 
will not tap into local taxpayer 
funding of the district.

Board members also approved 
contracts for two school resource 
officers at salaries of $53,559 
each which are funded fully by 
the district.

The board approved several 
budget amendments including 
one for $43,900 for a new 
GPS food serving line, one for 
various campus facility upgrades 
including roof repairs on the old 
portion of Weldon Elementary 
School, play area canopies at the 
primary and Weldon campuses 
and a new marquee sign at 
GHS for a total expenditure of 
$295,000. Elementary software 
programs Edmentum and Exact 
Path was approved at a cost of 
$39,960.

A staff development waiver 
was approved which will allow 
GISD to count staff development 
days as instructional days if a 
school closure is required. The 
board has also approved the sale 
of district properties.

Taxes will remain the same for 
Gladewater taxpayers and the Lee 
Public Library is on the road to 
being repaired following action 
by the city council Thursday 
night.

During a public hearing on 
the proposed budget for fiscal 
year 2022, the city council was 
advised the 2021-22 tax rate 
will not change. It will remain at 
$0.751562/$100 valuation.

The 2021-2021 budget, which 
calls for $6.8 million in revenue, 
also includes raises for employees 
and the addition of an animal 
control officer. That position was 
cut out several years ago during  
a budget crunch, but has been a 
top priority with taxpayers and 
council members when asked.

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  A C 
Contractors won the bid to 
replace the AC units on the Lee 
Library roof, which sustained 
major damage from February’s 
snowstorm, in the amount of 
$65,500. AC’s bid was the middle 
bid of three bids, but was chosen 
because the company included 
cleaning the ductwork and the 
others did not.

The other bids were for $64,280 
from Acme Air and $90.222 from 
ERA Climate.

The roof that the AC units 
will  be sett ing on will  be 
repaired by Paragon Roofing 
for $105,858.53. The other two 
bidders were Landmark Roofing 
for $131,114.55 and Merritt 
Roofing for $131,146.

City Manager Ricky Tow 
said he hopes the roof can be 
completed by Thanksgiving.

And speaking of the library, the 
city got some good news Thursday 
night. Suzanne Bardwell of the 
Friends of Lee Library advised 
the council she had been notified 
that the city will get a $50,000 
grant from the Tocker Foundation 
to help replace the furniture and 
fixtures that were damaged from 
the flooding associated with the 
winter storm.

The Tocker Foundation was 
created in 1964 to implement 
the philanthropic interests of 
Phillip and Olive Tocker. Phillip 
and Olive Tocker endowed the 
foundation with their estates 
in 1994 and 1993 respectively. 
After years of supporting a 
wide range of community-based 
causes, the foundation discovered 
a need in small, rural Texas 
libraries serving populations 
of 12,000 or less. In 1992 the 
foundation board decided to 
focus grant distributions in this 
way. The foundation partners 
with community libraries to 
meet the particular needs of the 
community.

“ T h e  To c k e r  G r a n t  i s 
an investment in the city of 
Gladewater and its citizens,” 
Bardwell said. “The February ice 
storm damage ended up being a 
blessing in disguise. The interior 
of the library has been completely 
redesigned at no cost by a Tocker 
library architect to bring it into 
the 21st century. The grant will 
purchase all new furnishings 
and low profile shelving for 
the library. We have also been 
invited to apply for a Stillwater 
Foundation grant which will pick 
up the cost of the furnishings that 
the Tocker grant doesn’t cover. 
This is an enormous blessing for 
which we are very thankful.”

Libary gets $50,000 grant

Gladewater wrapped up its second scrimmage of the new season Friday against 
Daingerfield and will now get ready for Thursday’s matchup with the Gilmer Buckeyes 
in Gilmer.             Photos by Jim Bardwell

Continued on Page 3

Bear fans can go to 
gilmerbuckeyes.com to access 

the link to purchase tickets 
to Thursday night’s game 

Continued on Page 8
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The Gladewater City Council 
will meet this Thursday at 6 p.m. 
in a special session to possibly 
approve the City of Gladewater 
budget for the next fiscal year 
and approve the Gladewater 
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation budget for fiscal 
year 2022.

The council also will vote to  
increase the property tax revenue 
reflected in the City’s fiscal year 
2022 operating budget and vote to  
levy taxes for the use and support 
of the general government and for 
retirement of general obligation 
bonded indebtedness for fiscal 
year 2022.

At the regular August council 
meeting a public hearing was held 
and no one spoke in opposition 
to the budget, possibly because 
taxes will remain the same for 
Gladewater taxpayers.

During the public hearing on 
the proposed budget for fiscal 
year 2022, the city council was 
advised the 2021-22 tax rate 
will not change, remaining at 
$0.751562/$100 valuation and 
the council was told the 2021-
2021 budget, which calls for 
$6.8 million in revenue, will 
include raises for employees and 
the addition of an animal control 
officer. That position was cut 
out several years ago during  a 
budget crunch, but has been a 
top priority with taxpayers and 
council members when asked.

Council to 
approve 2022 

budget at 
special meeting

In November, three local 
volunteer and career firefighters, 
John Moore, and Josh and Jennifer 
Bardwell, are venturing to Kenya, 
Africa, to train firefighters and 
community outreach with the 
members of Africa Fire Mission. 

Africa Fire Mission (AFM) is 
a 501c3 organization founded in 
2012 by federal firefighter Dave 
Moore after a short eye-opening 
trip to Africa. He found locals 
there had little to no training to 
fight fires, there was a serious 
lack of personnel, inadequate 
resources and personal protective 
equipment. The firefighters in 
Africa risk their lives daily to 
save their communities under 
these conditions. 

The volunteers of AFM are 
committed to increasing the 
sustainable capacity of fire 
departments in developing 
communities across the globe 
through training, empowerment, 
support, and encouragement. 

The total cost of the November 
trip is $9,000, and anything 

Local firefighters John Moore, and Jennifer and Josh 
Bardwell are headed to Kenya, Africa, to train firefighters 
there and establish a community outreach through the 
‘Africa Fire Mission.’ A fundraiser will be held this Saturday.

Locals taking fire 
fighting skills to Kenya

additional will help provide even 
more resources to the Kenyan 
firefighters with the purchase and 
donations of personal protection 
equipment (PPE).  To help fund 
this effort, the local trio are 
hosting a public fundraiser on 
Sept. 4 at Rowdy Creek Winery 
in Gilmer from 1p.m. – 10 p.m. 

There will be a raffle and silent 
auction to raise additional funds 
for the trip and supplies. There 
will be food trucks, wine, music 
and more. All are welcome to 
attend the event and help support 
our mission.    

A l l  d o n a t i o n s  a r e  t a x -
deductible donations to send us 
on this fire mission trip to Kenya. 
For additional information about 
Africa Fire Mission please 
feel free to visit https://www.
africafiremission.org/

A long and controversial legislative session resulted 
in a mixed bag of new criminal laws in Texas. Here 
is a roundup of some of the new criminal laws and 
the biggest changes to existing criminal laws from 
the 87th legislative session.

Constitutional Carry
HB 1927: Signed June 16
Starting September 1, Texans over age 21 will be 

able to carry a handgun in public without license or 
training. House Bill 1927 eliminated the requirement 
for Texans to obtain a license to carry as long as they 
are not prohibited from possessing a gun by state or 
federal law. This legislation also makes a number 
of other changes and additions to the Penal Code 
concerning firearms, including:

Making it a crime to carry a firearm while 
intoxicated. This offense is a Class A misdemeanor, 
punishable by up to a year in jail and a maximum 
$4,000 fine.

Making it a crime for a gang member to carry a 
firearm in a vehicle. This offense is a third-degree 

felony punishable by two to 10 years in prison and 
a maximum $10,000 fine.

Allowing a peace officer to disarm a citizen at any 
time if he or she believes it is necessary to protect 
the person, the officer or another individual. The 
officer, however, must return the person’s handgun 
before leaving the scene if the officer determines 
the person was not a threat and didn’t commit a 
violation.

Allows for the expungement of records for those 
who have been previously convicted of unlawfully 
carrying a weapon before September 1, 2021.

Obstructing Emergency Vehicles
HB 9: Signed June 1
House Bill 9 makes it a state jail felony to 

knowingly block an emergency vehicle with its 
lights and sirens on or to obstruct access to a 
hospital or health care facility. A state jail felony is 
punishable by six months to two years behind bars 
and a maximum $10,000 fine. Individuals convicted 

New laws take affect today, Sept. 1

Continued on Page 7

Giddy Up & Give 2021
EFG calls all Bear Nation supporters

By Suzanne Bardwell
The second annual Giddy Up & Give event sponsored by the 

Education Foundation of Gladewater will be held Saturday, Sept. 
11 at the Tempest Golf Clubhouse from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m.. 
All the proceeds will be used to fund the unbudgeted needs of 
GISD teachers through classroom grants for special projects, special 
needs, equipment, curricula or training.

The Darrin Morris band will be performing, there will be cocktails, 
special prizes and presentations, and a live auction that boasts a one-
of-a-kind Gladewater “Mystery Cooler”. For the discerning cowboy 
or cowgirl a custom pair of boots from Cavender’s Western Wear 
along with one night of box seats at the 85th Gladewater Round Up 
Rodeo with VIP Pavilion passes will be up for grabs. 

A unique way to honor someone or highlight a super Bear fan 
family is a personalized street sign that will enable the auction item 
winner to name the drive by Bear Stadium for a year (sign provided). 
There will be a Randy Travis autographed guitar up for grabs, a fully 
guided 3-man thermal hog hunt with guns and ammo included, a 
New Orleans Jazz and Cuisine Trip that includes four days and three 
nights in the French Quarter and VIP tickets to Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band performance, dinner and includes a romantic historic NOLA 
carriage ride. 

Also on the auction block will be a Texas Wine Country 
Fredericksburg getaway. For a the ambitious or even novice 
hunters, the second annual Jack L. Phillips Memorial Hunt at 
Tequesquite Ranch donated by JP Safaris will be offered. In 
addition there will be many more surprises.

The silent auction will be filled with items from GISD community 
business and individual supporters that is so diverse everyone 
attending is sure to find a special treasure while supporting the growth 
and success of GISD teachers and students.

Tickets are $50 each and include dinner, entertainment and a whole 
lot of fun, as well as access to the auction events. Tickets may be 
purchased at the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce or online at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/giddy-up-give-2021-tickets-163390279725.

Tempest Golf Club is located at 568 East Wilkins Road off Hwy. 
135.

The EFG’s mission is to support instructional innovation and 
creativity in the classroom by funding educational grants submitted 

Continued on Page 3

DJ Allen goes up for a catch against the Gilmer Buckeyes in last Thursday’s season 
opener in Jeff Traylor Stadium in Gilmer. The Bears lost that battle 42-14. (See story on 
Page 8)                     Photos by Jim Bardwell  

Friday’s game with Spring Hill 
has been canceled

GISD closed 
until Sept. 7 

due to COVID
By Suzanne Bardwell

GISD Supt. Dr. Sedric Clark 
announced a district wide school 
closure Monday afternoon 
beginning Tuesday, Aug. 31 due 
to rising numbers of COVID-
related absences among both 
students and employees. School 
will resume for all campuses on 
Tuesday, Sept. 7.

All extracurricular and athletic 
activities for the rest of this week 
are also cancelled including 
football and volleyball games. Dr. 
Clark reported an 8% attendance 
drop from the first full week of 
school and a 5% attendance drop 
from the second full week until 
this past Monday. He said that 
as of 3:35 p.m. Monday there 
were a total of 60 confirmed 
student positives and 11 (nine 
school and two auxiliary staff) 
confirmed employee positives 
with many non-confirmed or 
self-quarantined students and 
several non-confirmed or self-
quarantined faculty and staff.

“With declining attendance 
from both adults and students 
and steadily increasing confirmed 
positive numbers, we felt that the 
decision to close and deep clean 
was best for us at this time,” Dr. 
Clark said. “While we had hoped 
to avoid any school closures, 
Gladewater ISD is committed to 
the health and safety of our Bear 
family.”

According to Clark the days 
will not need to be made up due 
to extra days that were built into 
the 2021-22 school calendar.

As of Monday, other East Texas 
school closing include: Frankston 
ISD, Garrison ISD, Groveton 
ISD, Kennard ISD, Leverett’s 
Chapel ISD, Martinsville ISD, 
Murchison ISD, Wells ISD and 
West Sabine ISD.
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Bears vs. Tatum
7:30 p.m. Friday

Eagle 
Stadium

Continued on Page 5

The Kilgore Bulldogs came into Jack V. Murphy Stadium Friday 
night and controlled the game from start to finish claiming a 54-0 
victory over the host Bears. In the last tuneup before opening district 
6-3A D1 play Gladewater once again let penalties and turnovers 
stop their offense from sustaining drives and putting points on the 
scoreboard. 

Starting their third quarterback in as many games the Bears were 
looking to find the right formula to get their offense over the hump, 
but it wasn’t to be against the stingy Bulldog defense. Despite rushing 
for 242 yards on 51 carries, the Bears,  who are averaging 9.3 points 
a game,  just couldn’t get the ball into the end zone against Kilgore. 
After being in the red zone eight times last week against Center, 
the Bears were held out of the red zone against the Bulldogs. Three 
fumbles, an interception and 10 penalties stopped Gladewater from 
sustaining drives. 

The Kilgore offense racked up 402 total yards scoring on eight of 
their nine possessions. Runningback Davin Rider rushed for 136 yards 
on seven carries for three TDs while Isaiah Ross added 99 yards on 
six carries for two touchdowns . Matthew Hardy had 92 yards on 11 
carries and a TD.  The Bulldogs added a score through the air when 
QB Da’Marion Van Zandt hit wide receiver Corey Rider Jr. on a 29 
yard strike.  Senior fullback Devon Walker also scored on a three yard 
run for Kilgore. 

Next week the Bears (1-2) travel to Tatum (4-0) to take on the Eagles 
in their district 6-3A D1 opener. Tatum picked to finish second in the 

Bears shut out by Kilgore, 
headed to Tatum Friday

By Beth McKamy 

Jade Thomas representing Gladewater High School in last Thursday’s Miss Gregg County Pageant had a large 
group of supporters to cheer her on. Randi Floyd of Longview High School was crowned Miss Gregg County. Floyd 
was the first LHS nominee to be crowned since 1997. Kilgore High School students won the Spirit Award this year.  

Photo By Chris Jones, Gladewater Mirror

Union Grove High School Homecoming Court 2021
Congratulations to Olivia Hudgens, who was selected UGHS Homecoming Queen 2021 Friday night. Other members 
of the homecomign court included: Analeice Jones, Kennedi Gordy, Katelyn Vaughn, Daytona Vaughn, Rylee Aiken, 
Princess Lily Williams and Prince Lee Smith.

Photo by Chris Jones

Sharing the state of the GISD school district at last 
Tuesday’s Chamber of Commerce monthly luncheon was 
superintendent Dr. Sedric Clark.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
GISD Supt. Dr. Sedric Clark 

shared the successes, vision for 
the future and current statistics 
of Gladewater public school 
campuses at Tuesday’s monthly 
Chamber of Commerce luncheon. 
After an introduction by school 
board president and CNB branch 
president Jon Keller, Dr. Clark 
shared an aptly titled “Achieving 
Excellence Together” power 
point presentation with chamber 
members..

“It is wonderful being a part of 
this community,” Dr. Clark said. 
“If everything goes as planned I 
hope to retire from this district.”

Dr. Clark shared the current 
district enrollment as 1,730 which 
is a decline over last year’s 
snapshot population day at 1,748. 
Prior to the COVID pandemic in 
2019 the enrollment was 1,835. 
GHS’ enrollment is 507, GMS is 
363, Weldon Elementary is 512 
and Gladewater Primary School 
is 348.

Clark said that currently 75% 
of the student population qualifies 
as economically disadvantaged. 
The present student population’s 
ethnic background is 54% 
Caucas ian ,  20% Afr ican-
American, 18% Hispanic and 
8% two or more races. He said 

GISD Supt. gives state of district to Chamber

the adopted balanced budget for 
2021-2022 is $18,902,219 with 
a TEA state accountability rating 
of B from 2019. He said the fund 
balance stands at $10 million. The 
district has an A+ financial rating.

“People in this district love the 
heritage and history and there 
is a lot to love, ” Dr. Clark said 
including a list of reasons he 
highlighted for chamber members 
including “a dedicated and hard-
working group of educators and 

staff. Don’t let anyone tell you we 
don’t have that because there isn’t 
a harder working group of people 
anywhere.”

Dr. Clark said that the goal 
at GISD is to always get better 
and in the pursuit  of  that 
mission all of the faculty and 
staff have been trained at the 
beginning of this school year 
in the “Capturing Kids’ Hearts” 
program which recognizes the 
social and emotional needs of 

children in achieving academic 
and personal success. In addition 
to that program the district is 
partnering with Kilgore College 
to create an educational hub in 
Gladewater to extend course 
offering in career and technology 
as well as dual credit to help 
students find a career path.

“Everybody needs a skill, 
everybody needs a talent and 
everybody needs a job,” Dr. Clark 
said. “Not everybody needs to go 
to college.”

Dr. Clark also touted the 
recently board approved teacher 
incentive allotment which will 
allow the faculty to earn up to 
$18,000 extra over five years 
based on observations and 
growth. 

“I want us to be the best we 
can be,” Dr. Clark said. “I want 
us maxed out and that we get 
better every day,” Dr. Clark said. 
“We have the best school board 
possible. They always put first 
what is best for kids. And, this 
staff is one of the hardest working 
staffs. We have a great situation. 
Everything we do is part of a 
strategic plan. The school board’s 
five year spending plan lines up 
with our Vision 2025. My goal is 
to make you proud of every part 
of GISD.”

Union Grove ISD recognized Mr. Glyn Johnston  before 
Friday night’s Homecoming Game. Mr. Johnston is the 
oldest alumnus at UGISD and taught and coached at Union 
Grove and later served as a board member and board 
president. Mr. Johnston still comes and supports the Lions 
by watching practices and attending home games. Last 
night he delivered the game ball and called the coin toss. 

Jamie Ballard was recognized with a special award at last 
week’s Gladewater City Council meeting for her dedication 
and service to the city. She was presented the award by 
Mayor JD Shipp and City Manager Ricky Tow, on behalf of 
the city’s Beautification Board. Ballard has been caring for 
the downtown flower pots that line Main Street for several 
years. She waters and maintains the plants throughout the 
year, even hauling water in her vehicle since in most cases 
there are no water faucets.

Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Bears vs. New Boston
7:30 p.m. Friday

Bear 
Stadium

Bears upset unbeaten Tatum 
By Beth McKamy

Gladewater QB DJ Allen hit tight end Eli Kates for the 2-point 
conversion with :28 seconds left in the game to give the Bears a 29-28 
victory at Eagle Stadium Friday night in their 6-3A D1 opener. The Bears, 
who had not scored in the second half of any ballgame this season, got 
the monkey off their backs putting up all of their 29 points in the second 
half. The Gladewater offense used a balanced attack and overcame five 
turnovers to put up their most points in a game all year. 

The first half was a game of “tug of war” as both teams let their 
defenses control the action. Tatum took the opening kickoff and marched 
down the field.  QB Kendric Malone completed passes of seven yards 
and 25 yards to WR Kendall Williams to give the Eagles a first down in 
Bear territory at the 26 yard line, but back-to-back QB sacks by Calan 
Castles, Rajuan Johnson and Kates snuffed out the Tatum threat and 
turned the ball back over to Gladewater. 

On the Bear’s first play from scrimmage a DJ Allen pass was picked 
off by Tatum’s Isaac Dancy-Vasquez, who returned the interception 38 
yards setting the Eagles up at the Bear 48. Five plays later Malone hit 
wide receiver Jayden Boyd with a 14 yard strike giving Tatum the first 
points of the night with 7:39 left in the first quarter. The extra point by 
kicker Jose Ventura was good and the Eagles took a 7-0 lead. Great 
defense, fumbles, interceptions and penalties kept both teams out of the 
endzone for the rest of the half and Tatum went into the locker room 
with the 7-0 advantage. 

The Bears started the second half much the same way as the first 
with an interception on their opening drive. Tatum went three and out 
on their ensuing drive and a Bear bounce on the Malone punt gave 
Gladewater good position at their own 48 yard line.  On the Bear’s first 
play a bad snap sailed over Allen’s head and pushed Gladewater back 
20 yards. D-lineman CJ Fite made the Tatum defensive play of the night 
when he stripped QB Kyron Wilson and caught the ball in the air and 
rambled 15 yards for the Eagle score. The PAT was good and Tatum 
increased their lead to 14.

Gladewater,  after being shutout in their last eight quarters,  finally hit 
paydirt in the second half.  The Bears went 64 yards in 12 plays scoring 
on a 12 yard Allen run. The extra point by Bear kicker Ozzy Chavarria 
split the uprights as the Tatum lead was cut to 7 points.  The Eagles 
wasted no time coming back.  A Malone run of 16 yards and a pass to 
Williams for 17 yards put the ball on the Bear 8-yard line where running 
back Jacoby Norris took it the rest of the way, putting Tatum back up 
by 14 with 30 seconds left in the third quarter. The Bears were not to be 
denied as they went 62 yards in seven plays, scoring on a 14 yard run 
by running back Za Campbell. The extra point was good and the Bears 
were back in the game trailing 21-14 with  10:29 left in the fourth quarter. 
The game went back and forth as the Eagles struck quickly.  Tatum only 
needed 1:04 to cover 59 yards on a pass from Malone to Williams. The 
PAT was good and the Eagles led 28-14 with 9:25 left.

Allen started the ensuing drive taking the kickoff 18 yards to give the 
Bears good position at their own 43 yard line.  Gladewater ate up yards 
and the clock moving the ball to the Eagle 1-yard line where fullback 
G’Braylon Polly got his only TD of the night. Chavarria hit the extra 
point and moved the Bears closer 28-21. 

Gladewater would try the onside kick but the ball just slipped through 
their hands giving Tatum the ball at their own 38 yard line with 5:51 
left in the game. It was the Bear defense’s time to shine and shine they 
did holding the Eagle offense to only one yard and putting Tatum in a 
punting situation. Malone hit a 30 yard punt to the Bear 31 yard line. Allen 
would take the offense on his shoulders running and passing Gladewater 
to the Tatum 42 yard line,  but sacks on second and third down left the 
Bears with a fourth and 25 at their own 43. On the play the Bears got a 
break when the Tatum defender was called for pass interference giving 
Gladewater a fresh set of downs at the Eagle 42 yard line.  

With new life Allen hit wide receiver Kollin Lewis over the middle 
on a 27 yard strike.  Four plays later Allen ran the pigskin in from two 
yards  out to put the Bears within one point with :28 seconds left in the 
game.  Bear Coach Jonny Louvier called his final timeout and kept the 
Bear offense on the field to go for two points and the win. Allen took 
the snap and backpedaled as the Tatum defense flushed him out of the 
pocket. As he was scrambling he lobbed a pass into the endzone where 
Kates out jumped the Eagle defender for the ball,  giving the Bears their 
first lead of the game 29-28. 

Gladewater’s kickoff went out of bounds for the penalty but the 
Tatum coaches chose to have the Bears re-kick. The re-kick went to 
dangerous Eagle return man Jackson Richardson who already has two 
returns for touchdowns this year but the Bear special teams swarmed 
him at the Tatum 35 yard line with :23 seconds left. Malone hit Boyd 
for eight yards and Williams for 17. On first and 10 from the Bear 40 
yard line a Gladewater roughing the passer penalty gave the Eagles their 
last shot from the 25 with :06 seconds left. With only one play left the 
Tatum coaches decided to pass up the field goal and try and go for the 
touchdown. Malone’s pass sailed over his receiver’s head and out of the 
endzone giving Gladewater the nail biting victory. 

Gladewater (2-2,1-0) will host New Boston (3-2, 0-1) Friday night 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Bears homecoming game. The Lions dropped their 
district opener to Sabine 48-21. The Bears and Lions have only met twice 
with Gladewater winning both contest 40-7 in the 1984 Region playoff 
game and 61-16 in last year’s contest. 
        District 6 3A D1 Standings 
                            Overall    District 
White Oak 4-1 1-0
Sabine   3-2 1-0
Gladewater 2-2 1-0
Tatum  4-1 0-1
Jefferson  3-1 0-0
New Boston 3-2 0-1
Atlanta  0-5 0-1

Week 1 Scores 
White Oak   30    Atlanta  20
Sabine         48    New Boston  21
Gladewater 29    Tatum  28
Jefferson    Open

Week 2 Games 
White Oak    vs    Jefferson 
Sabine          vs    Atlanta 

Gladewater  vs    New Boston 
Tatum        Open

Gladewater High Scholl  Homecoming Queen candidates include: seniors Trinity Monday, Adamaris Lopez, Timber 
Smith, Kaila King and Shelby Weaver. Gladewater will host New Boston Friday night at 7:30 p.m. in the Bears 
homecoming game. Homecoming ceremonies will be held prior to the game.

GHS Freshman Duchesses Sarya 
Miles and Ericka Evey

GHS Sophomore Duchesses Brianna 
Willson & Hadassah Balcorta

GHS Junior Duchesses 
Alexis Boys & Makayla Police

HOMECOMING 2021HOMECOMING 2021

By Phillip Williams
A Gilmer woman was killed when the sport utility vehicle she 

was driving overturned Friday morning on U.S. 80 near Big Sandy, 
said the Texas Department of Public Safety.

Dondi Young, 48, who was not wearing a seat belt and was 
ejected from the vehicle, was pronounced dead at the scene by 
Upshur County Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace Wyone Manes, 
the DPS said.

Investigators’ preliminary report indicated Young’s eastbound 

2003 Toyota Sequoia drifted onto the roadway’s right shoulder 
before she “overcorrected coming back onto the roadway, went into 
a side skid and rolled in the roadway,” said DPS Sgt. Jean Dark. 
The vehicle  then went off the highway’s north side and “started 
flipping end over end,” Dark said in a news release.

Troopers responded to the scene approximately 4.3 miles east of 
Big Sandy at 7:46 a.m., the sergeant reported. The crash remained 
under investigation Saturday, she said.

Young’s body was taken to Croley Funeral Home in Gilmer.

Woman killed in vehicle accident on US 80

Spotlight on 
freedom to read, 

to think
By Suzanne Bardwell

Banned Books Week is this week and 
in a nation that touts freedom of speech it 
might be interesting to see which books are 
the most commonly discarded from schools 
and other public book shelves. Some may 
surprise you. Here is a partial 2020 list of 
banned classics according to the American 
Library Association/

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
The Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
The Color Purple by Alice Walker
Ulysses by James Joyce
Beloved by Toni Morrison
The Lord of the Flies by William Golding
1984 by George Orwell
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
Animal Farm by George Orwell
The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway
Their Eyes were Watching God by Zora 

Neale Hurston
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
Gone With the Wind by Margaret Mitchell
Native Son by Richard Wright
The Call of the Wild by Jack London
The Lord of the Rings by JRR Tolkien
These books along with thousands of 

others have been banned, burned and denied 
public access in not only the United States but 
throughout the world. Many are a standard 
part of high school and collegiate required 
reading. The ALA supports intellectual 
freedom by highlighting challenges to 
freedom of access to literary works.

NFL Hall of Fame Referee and GHS alum Byron Boston visited the Gladewater 
Museum Saturday to see an exhibit which features his accomplishments. 
Boston has officiated in the NFL since the 1995 season and is a line judge. He 
has officiated in two Super Bowls. The Gladewater Museum is open Fridays 
and Saturdays from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. and by appointment.  Courtesy Photo

GHS alum David Mecy 
visited his exhibit 
at the Gladewater 
Museum recently. 
Mecy is a renowned 
photographer who 
has photographed 
many celebrities and 
worked for national 
publications. His work 
has been exhibited 
internationally.  

Courtesy Photo

Continued on Page 8
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Bears vs. Atlanta
7:30 p.m. 

Friday
Rabbitt 
Stadium

GHS HOMECOMING 2021GHS HOMECOMING 2021
Bears battle New 
Boston for win

By Beth McKamy
The Gladewater Bears put up their biggest point total of the year 

scoring six touchdowns,  all on the ground, enroute to a 42-35 victory 
over the Lions of New Boston. Playing without starting running back 
Malachi Gordon and starting wide receiver Kollin Lewis the Bears 
churned out 313 yards on the ground while adding another 118 yards 
through the air to stay one step ahead of the Lions all night. 

New Boston brought their ever dangerous Wing T offense into Jack 
V. Murphy Stadium and showed why they are in the hunt for a playoff 
spot representing District 6-3A D1. After being down 20-7 at the end 
of the first quarter the Lions matched the host Bears score for score 
battling back only to fall at the final gun.

The Lions won the opening coin toss and elected to receive the ball, 
relying on their ball control ground game to eat up yardage and the 
clock to keep the Bear offense off the field,  but the stingy Gladewater 
defense would not comply, holding New Boston to a three and out to 
force the punt. Lion punter Connor Bobbitt hit a 38 yard line drive to 
Bear return man DJ Allen,  who raced 22 yards up the sideline before 
being brought down near midfield. A holding penalty on Gladewater 
brought the ball back to the Bear 30 yard line. Ten plays later the Bears 
put their first points on the board on a 24 yard scamper by Allen with 
6:06 left in the first quarter. 

On the ensuing kickoff Bear kicker Ozzy Chavarria attempted to 
catch the Lions off guard by trying an onside kick. New Boston was 
ready for the trickery falling on the ball at their own 43 yard line. It 
took New Boston only three plays to answer Gladewater with a score 
of their own. Senior running back Dalton Daniel cracked the Bear 
defense for a 38 yard run and the score. The PAT was good and the 
game was knotted at 7-all with 4:37 left in the first quarter. 

The Bears took only 17 seconds to retake the lead when Allen outran 
all Lion defenders 71 yards for his second score of the night. The 
extra point was blocked and the Bears led 13-7 with 4:20 left in the 
opening quarter. Gladewater would add to their lead after defense end 
Eli Kates would partially block a Bobbitt punt to give the Bears great 
field position at the New Boston 40 yard line. Allen hit wide receiver  
Frank Sierra for 19 yards and wide receiver Tyrone for another 13 to 
the Lion 13 yard line. Three plays later running back Za Campbell 
(15 carries for113 yards and twoTDs) hit paydirt from eight yards 
out to give the hometown boys a 20-7 lead with four seconds left in 
the first quarter. 

New Boston, on their next possession, marched down the field 
to the Bear 27 yard line but stops by linebacker Calan Castles and 
Kates on third and fourth down put the ball back in the hands of the 
Gladewater offense. Three plays later the Lion defense got their only 
turnover of the night when DB Chris Ganaway intercepted an Allen 
pass. This time the New Boston offense wasn’t to be denied, going 
47 yards in five plays and scoring on a QB Xavier Rowden to wide 
receiver Jack Abston pass of 14 yards to narrow the Bear lead to 20-
14 with 6:23 left in the half. 

The Lions would try the first of their four onside kick attempts 
but Gladewater’s Levi Kegarise fell on the loose ball. The Bears 
would march down the field on runs by Allen, Campbell and fullback 
G’Braylon Polly and catches by Woods to set the Bears up with first 

Jim Bardwell, owner/publisher of the Gladewater Mirror, 
White Oak Independent and Lindale News & Times proudly 
represented Texas at last week’s National Newspaper 
Association convention held in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Bardwell, as Texas Press Association President, carried 
the Texas flag in the procession of all the state flags at 
the national event. TPA is the largest newspaper trade 
association and one of the oldest founded in 1880. As TPA 
President, Bardwell leads a 30 member board of directors 
and an association of well over 400 newspaper members. 

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Bear alums from the Class of 1971 celebrated their 50th reunion at the All School Reunion on Sept. 25. The event, 
sponsored by the GHS Ex Students Association, was well attended.           Photo By Chris Jones

David Holcombe, GHS 1962 alum was honored with the coveted Grizzly 
Award by the Gladewater Ex Students’ Association for his dedicated 
years of volunteering as an All School Reunion photographer. (See 
more on Page 5)      Photo By Chris Jones

The Gladewater Former Students’ Association held 
their All-School Reunion on Sept. 25 at the GFSA 
Building. The Class of 1971 was the host since they 
were celebrating their 50th class reunion. The theme was 
“Celebrating Unity Through Friendships”. The event 
began with a Meet & Greet followed by an opening 
message, invocation, dinner and visiting. The program 
centered around the announcing of the Outstanding 
Alumni and the Grizzly Award.

The Grizzly Award was given to David Holcombe, 
Class of 1962, for his many years volunteering as the 
All-School Reunion photographer. GFSA presented 
three Outstanding Alumni for 2020 and one Outstanding 
Alumni for 2021.  Awardees were Laura Jobe Kelly 
(Class of 1970), Jenny Wallace Preston (Class of 1969), 
John Ussery (Class of 1979) and Byron Boston (Class of 
1969). All were presented with a plaque at the ceremony.

Special recognition was given to attendees who had 
been past Presidents of GFSA, Outstanding Alumni, 
Grizzlies and Kodiaks.  The ceremony culminated with 
the passing of the Spirit Baton from the Class of 1971 to 
the Class of 1972. The Class of 1972 will begin planning 
next year’s All-School Reunion which is always held 
on the last Saturday of September.

GHS ’71 alums celebrate golden reunion

GHS Football Sweetheart Ryleigh Hightower was 
escorted by GHS Bears Logan Bohanan and Beau 
Chase Wise

Adamaris Lopez was named 2021 Gladewater High School Homecoming Queen

The 2021 Gladewater High School Band Sweetheart was 
Peyton Morgan.

Photos by Chris Jones/Gladewater Mirror
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $7,419.38 $5,191.37 42.91% $72,637.36 $66,271.29 9.60%
Easton 1.000% $3,676.30 $4,269.25 -13.88% $43,561.95 $40,264.62 8.18%
Gladewater 1.500% $99,941.41 $81,340.71 22.86% $1,018,490.45 $966,389.08 5.39%
Kilgore 1.500% $616,090.40 $469,195.15 31.30% $6,080,948.02 $5,909,179.67 2.90%
Lakeport 1.500% $19,925.96 $22,014.41 -9.48% $215,287.25 $195,930.74 9.87%
Longview 1.500% $3,051,313.34 $2,647,870.72 15.23% $31,539,533.18 $27,803,976.86 13.43%
Warren City 1.000% $1,414.32 $1,149.25 23.06% $13,980.01 $13,753.90 1.64%
White Oak 1.500% $116,351.25 $75,059.22 55.01% $975,164.71 $913,681.15 6.72%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $20,277.14 $20,118.98 0.78% $232,496.28 $201,517.52 15.37%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,972.27 $4,576.53 -35.05% $37,429.58 $36,552.24 2.40%
Gilmer 1.500% $168,084.48 $155,575.46 8.04% $1,886,246.36 $1,760,475.13 7.14%
Ore City 1.500% $17,980.98 $17,022.49 5.63% $188,672.06 $190,694.40 -1.06%
Union Grove 1.000% $343.06 $343.02 0.01% $3,850.81 $3,586.25 7.37%

Local sales tax revenue up for sixth month in a row 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $906.6 million in 
local sales tax allocations for October, 20.6 percent more than in October 2020.

These allocations are based on sales made in August by businesses that report 
tax monthly.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-digit increases for the sixth-straight 
month, showing a 22.86-percent rise over the same  period last year. Gladewater’s 
sales tax posted $99,941.41 in August 2021 compared to $81,340.71 for August  
of 2020. 

For the year Gladewater moved from 5.39-percent overall for the year as of 
August 2021.

Kilgore posted a 31.30-percent increase in sales tax revenue, while neighboring 
White Oak posted a huge jump of 55.01-percent. Gilmer posted a rise of  
8.04-percent and Warren City was up 23.06-percent and Clarksville City was up  
42.91-percent.

Big Sandy posted a 0.78 rise over last year, while East Mountain fell 
-35.05-percent. Union Grove was up slightly at 0.01-percent.

Bears vs. Jefferson
7:30 p.m. 

Friday
Jack V.
Murphy 
Stadium

Drunk driving 
killed 963 people 
in Texas last year

TYLER – Football is a huge part 
of Texas culture, and with the new 
season upon us, TxDOT’s Drive 
Sober. No Regrets. Statewide 
Impaired Driving Campaign is 
encouraging fans to celebrate 
responsibly by always finding a 
sober ride.

“Fall football is a time-honored 
tradition in our state, but one 
regrettable decision to drink and 
drive could turn game day into 
a jail time or a deadly crash,”  
said TxDOT Executive Director 
Marc Williams. ”Whether fans 
are  tailgating with friends or 
celebrating their team’s big win, 
we want everyone to enjoy the 
season responsibly.”

A person in Texas dies every 
nine hours and six minutes in a 
DUI-alcohol-related traffic crash. 
Last year, 963 people in Texas 
were killed and 2,114 seriously 
injured because someone chose 
to get behind the wheel while 
impaired.

Drinking and driving is 
100-percent preventable and can 
have serious physical, emotional 
and financial consequences that 
can last for years. Not only can 
a DWI hurt or kill someone, it 
can be expensive and cause legal 
hassles. It can create difficulty 
finding or keeping a job. It is  
shameful and embarrassing, and 
can result in a loss of trust and 
regret. A DWI crash can devastate 
the lives of victims and survivors 
forever.

There are many sober ride 
options available. Designate a 
sober driver, call a taxi, use a 
rideshare service, stay put, call a 
friend or family member or use 
mass transit to ensure you don’t 
drive impaired.

Throughout the fall, TxDOT’s 
Drive Sober.  No Regrets . 
campaign will conduct outreach 
events at college campuses across 
the state in conjunction with 
football season. These events 
will include a video exhibit, 
featuring video testimonials of 
Texans who deal with the daily 
consequences of drunk driving, 
either as an offender or survivor. 
These powerful stories and drunk 
driving facts can be found at 
www.facesofdrunkdriving.com.

The Drive Sober. No Regrets. 
campaign is a key component 
of #EndTheStreakTX, a broader 
social media and word-of-mouth 
effort that encourages drivers 
to make safer choices while 
behind the wheel, like wearing 
a seat belt, driving the speed 
limit, never texting and driving 
and never driving under the 
influence of alcohol or other 
drugs. November 7, 2000, was 
the last deathless day on Texas 
roadways. #EndTheStreakTX 
asks all Texans to commit to 
driving safely to help end the 
streak of daily deaths on Texas 
roadways.

Bears snare Rabbits 28-8
By Beth McKamy

Gladewater took a 14-8 lead into the half and never looked back 
en route to a 28-8 win over the Atlanta Rabbits and a tie with the 
Cardinals of Sabine atop the District 6-3A D1 Standings. The Bear 
offense scored in every quarter and the defense shutout the Rabbits 
allowing only 118 yards of total offense. 

Atlanta took the opening kickoff and started work at their own 25 
yard line. The Bear defense would give the Rabbits a preview of how 
the game would go holding Atlanta to a three and out and forcing the 
punt. Atlanta punter Cooper McClure, who averaged 43.3 yards on the 
night, got off a beauty of 47 yards to the Bear 23 yard line. Gladewater 
who would use the clock all night, marched down the field on carries 
by runningback Za Campbell (8/60/TD), runningback Zach Polanco 
(4/20) and QB DJ Allen (14/138/TD) that set the Bears up with a first 
and 10 at the Rabbit 38 yard line.  After a run by Campbell gained 
no yards on first down, Allen raced outside and outran all defenders 
to pay dirt. A personal foul penalty on the Bears erased the score and 
moved the ball back to the Rabbit 27. The Bears, however, would not 
be denied. Four plays later Campbell scored from 11 yards out and 
kicker Jonathan Arreguin would add the extra point for a 7-0 Bear 
lead with 6:45 left in the first quarter. 

The Bears would add to their lead in the second quarter after their 
special teams stopped a fake Atlanta punt for a loss of eight yards 
to give the Bears great field position at the Rabbit 36 yard line. 
Gladewater would strike quickly when Allen (5/14/82/TD/Int) hit 
wide receiver Kolin Lewis (4/73/TD) on a 36 yard touchdown pass 
giving the Bears their first passing touchdown of the season. The extra 
point was good and Gladewater led 14-0 with 11:44 left in the half. 

Atlanta didn’t waste time getting on the scoreboard when 
runningback La’Randion Dowden raced 73 yards with the ensuing 
kickoff scoring the only points of the night for the Rabbits. Dowden 
was the lone bright spot for Atlanta. The sophomore runningback 
rushed for 111 yards in 18 carries. The 2-point conversion by McClure 
was good narrowing the Bear lead to six points at the half, which 
would be all the points Gladewater would need. 

The Bear offense,  defense and special teams controlled the entire 
second half limiting the Atlanta offense to only eight plays. The Rabbit 
offense would only have the ball for 1:46 in the third quarter and for 
only four plays in the fourth. Gladewater took the 2nd Half kickoff 
racking up yards and running clock on their way for 75 yards in 14 
plays. On 2nd and goal from the Atlanta one yard line FB G’Braylon 
Polly (15/51/TD) plowed ahead for the score. The PAT was good and 
the Bears led 21-8 with 4:36 left in the 3rd Quarter.  Gladewater, not 
wanting to kick deep again to the dangerous Dowden, got a successful 
onside kick from Ozzy Chavarria that was recovered by the Bear’s 
Kolin Lewis at the Atlanta 36 yard line, but an interception two plays 
later by Rabbit DB Markeylin Batton gave the ball to Atlanta for their 
only series of the 3rd Quarter. The Bear defense made that series short 
forcing another 3 and out. McClure’s shortest punt of the night for 36 
yards gave Gladewater the ball at their own 41. The Bears once again 
used up clock going on a drive that ate up the rest of the 3rd Quarter 
and part of the 4th to get to the Atlanta 21 yard line where the offense 
stalled on 4th down turning the ball over to the Rabbits with 10:02 left 
in the game. It would be the last time the Atlanta offense would touch 
the ball. Dowden would give the Rabbits a little spark with runs of 19 
and 13 yards but a QB Jack Plunk pass to wide receiver McClure of 
six yards would be stripped by the Bear’s Frank Sierra and Gladewater 
would take over at their own 43 yard line. The Bears would get their 
final points of the game going 57 yards in 13 plays and scoring on a 
Allen two yard run. After the successful PAT the Bears led 28-8 with 
1:55 left. The Rabbits Dowden would take the ensuing kickoff back 
13 yards but the Gladewater special teams would once again step up 
stripping him of the ball and ending the game for Atlanta. 

Gladewater will host the Jefferson Bulldogs (4-2,1-1) Friday at 7:30 
p.m. in the annual “Pink Out” game. The Jefferson offense led by Jr 
QB EJ Burns (21/39/422/4 TDs/3 Int) comes into the district contest 
with a record of (4-2, 1-1) beating district mate White Oak 38-22 
and dropping last Friday’s game to Sabine 31-7. Burns is joined in 
the backfield by freshman runningback Kamran Williams (121/796/5 
TDs) and junior Chris Bowman (37/127/3 TDs). Burns’ main targets 
through the air are junior wide receiver Luke McMullen (9/264/2 
TDs) and Bowman (6/126/TD). The kicking duties are handled by 

Living Water Church volunteers Marilyn Sorrells, Pastor Teddy Sorrells, Arnold West, Jon 
Warren, Tracy Nugent and Ross Nugent worked Saturday cleaning the Lake Gladewater 
ramp bathrooms and beach area from 8 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. during the fall citywide 
cleanup day.  

Courtesy Photo

A big thank you to the City of Gladewater and a great team effort by the Chamber of 
Commerce, GEDCO and all the volunteers what worked last week’s cleanup effort.

Courtesy photo

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit of the Upshur 

County Sheriff’s Office charged and/or arrested 10 
persons with various felony offenses during the months 
of July and August, said Sheriff Larry Webb.

Only three of the cases occurred in July as a COVID 
outbreak in the county jail at Gilmer lessened the unit’s 
activity, the sheriff said.

Details of the 10 cases, based on a report from 
sheriff’s Lt. Gary Shirley, were as follows, said Webb:

Gary Everett Holcomb, 38, of Gilmer, was charged 
with unlawful possession of a firearm by a felon July 
26 after the unit stopped his vehicle while investigating 
suspicious activity at the Lucky 7 game room on U.S. 
271 in West Mountain community.

He was found with a handgun, and further 
investigation revealed he was a convicted felon. 
Investigation of that case is pending.

James Matthew Lambert, 40, of Big Sandy, was 
charged with possession of marijuana--more than four 
ounces, but less than five pounds--July 26 after the unit 
stopped his vehicle at the intersection of FM 1404 and 
Cottonwood Road in the Pritchett community area.

The SIU was investigating drug activity in the area at 
the time. With assistance from K-9 dog Marco, the unit 
seized about a pound of marijuana from the vehicle, 
and investigation of this case is also pending.   

Rebecca Ethridge, 39, of Gilmer, was charged with 
possession of controlled substance (methamphetamine) 
July 28 after the unit stopped her vehicle at the 
intersection of U.S. 80 and Rodeo Street in Gladewater.

The SIU, which seized the narcotic, was investigating 
drug activity in the Gladewater area at the time. 
Investigation of that case is pending.

In all other cases, defendants were lodged in Upshur 

County Jail at Gilmer. (Bond information on 
these suspects was provided by the jail’’s chief 
deputy, James Grunden.) 

Jamall Williams Gaines, 37, of Gladewater, 
was arrested on two felony charges Aug. 5 when 
the unit stopped his vehicle at U.S. 80 and Pear 
Road while investigating drug activity in the 
Gladewater area. 

Webb said he was charged with manufacture/
delivery of a controlled substance--more than one 
gram, but less than 200 of methamphetamine, and 
unlawful possession of firearm by felon. Grunden 
said he also was charged with an additional count 
of possession of controlled substance.

Marco helped the unit seize 10 grams of 
methamphetamine in the case, and Gaines 
possessed a firearm. He was released Aug. 6 on 
a surety bond of $45,000 on the manufacture/
delivery charge, $25,000 on the firearm charge 
and $10,000 on the other drug charge.

Upshur County Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace 
Lyle Potter set the bonds. 

Robert Leroy Worthington, 53, of Gladewater, 
was arrested Aug. 19 on a charge of possession of 
controlled substance--at least one gram, but less 
than four, of methamphetamine. The SIU stopped 
his vehicle at the intersection of Pencilwood and 
Parkwood in the Glenwood Acres subdivision, 
where the unit had been probing drug activity 
and seized the methamphetamine.

Worthington was released from county jail 
Aug. 20 on $10,000 bond set by Precinct 3 Justice 
of the Peace Rhonda Welch.

Robert Holder, 53, of Gilmer, was charged with 

Upshur SIU make drug-related arrests

Continued on Page 3
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By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council 

approved the 2022 budget and tax 
rate - which calls for no increase 
in the tax rate and the addition of 
an animal control officer, as well 
as raises for all employees.

The 2021-22 tax rate will 
remain at  $0.751562/$100 
valuation and the budget calls 
for $6.8 million in revenue.

Following a executive session 
at Thursday’s special session, the 
council chose to tale on action 
at this time regarding the lease 
and/or purchase of Union Pacific 
properties in the downtown area.

The city and the Union Pacific 
have been in discussion for about 
a year over a proposed new lease 
contract from the UP which calls 
for the city to pay much more for 
downtown property that straddles 
the railroad tracks.

Earlier this summer, the City 
of Gladewater decided to turn 
the tables on the Union Pacific 
Railroad, using the long-standing 
practice of eminent domain to 
gain ownership of downtown land 
that straddles the railroad tracks.

The previous agreement called 
for a $1,000 annual payment 
for 35 years. But the new deal 
proposed by the UP calls for 
a three-year lease at around 
$10,000.

Instead of leasing at the higher 
price, the city would like to 
look at buying the property. But 
railroad officials haven’t been 
cooperative. So, the city decided 
to turn to eminent domain as a 
solution to the railroad property 
issue.

2022 budget 
tax rate

approved

By Suzanne Bardwell
Teaching is difficult in the best of times, but for the last two years it 

has taken a toll on GISD teachers, students and staff. The Education 
Foundation of Gladewater is working hard to support in-classroom 
grants to enhance pandemic learning and fill the gaps that have 
resulted from school shutdowns. To raise grant funds the second 
annual EFG Giddy Up & Give will be held Saturday at the Tempest 
Golf Course Clubhouse. Tickets are $50 per person which includes 
dinner, entertainment by the Darrin Morris Band, a live and silent 
auction and a host of surprises.

A sure to be favorite auction item is the one-of-a-kind Mystery 
Cooler which will be filled to the brim with surprises. Cavender’s 
Western Wear is donating custom made cowboy boots for the bid 
winning cowboy or cowgirl who will also snag box seats and VIP 
Pavilion passes for the 85th Gladewater Round Up Rodeo. For Bear 
lovers who just need a little time away there are trips that include 
a Fredricksburg Wine Country getaway, a New Orleans Jazz & 
Cuisine trip with lodging in the French Quarter and VIP tickets to 
a Preservation Hall Jazz Band performance, dinner and a romantic 
NOLA carriage ride. Hunters will be vying for the second annual 
Jack L. Phillips Memorial Hunt at Tequesquite Ranch donated by JP 
Safaris. Street naming honors for the Jack V. Murphy Stadium drive 

Bears host Center 
By Beth McKamy

Gladewater returns to the field this Friday night to host the Center 
Roughriders in the annual “Blackout” game at Jack V Murphy “Bear 
“ Stadium. Gametime is 7:30. The Bears hope to avenge last year’s 
41-40 loss to the Roughriders. Center,  behind the rushing of then Sr 
RB Keomodre Horace, racked up 469 yards of total offense, 381 yards 
of it from Horace, who also scored 5 touchdowns for the Roughriders. 

Fast forward to 2021 and fortunately for Bear fans Horace is 
gone. Center comes into Friday’s game with a record of 0-2 on the 
year, falling to Gladewater district mates Tatum 68-26 and Jefferson 
25-14. Despite the absence of Horace,  the Roughriders return the 
ever dangerous combination of Sr QB Jake Hanson and WRs Makel 
Johnson and Christopher Evans. New HC Ricky Meeks takes over at 
the helm for Center. Meeks, who has 14 years of coaching experience 
under his belt,  comes to the Roughriders from Alto, where he compiled 
a 21-13 record. Meeks was an assistant under his father Dickey Meeks 
at Henderson when the Lions won their only state championship in 
2010. Gladewater fans might remember long time Bear Coach Ken 
Little was also an assistant on that Henderson team coaching the Lion 
defense in his final game, while also battling cancer. Little would 
pass away in 2012.

Gladewater, who averaged over 47 points a game last season, is 
looking to get their offense on track after putting up only 14 points 
in week 1 against 4A powerhouse Gilmer. Bear HC Jonny Louvier 
hopes to take advantage of an inexperienced Roughrider defense that 
only returns 4 starters and that has given up 93 points in 2 games. 

Gladewater leads the overall series with Center 16-3. The series 
started in 1954 with the Bears shutting out the Roughriders 54-0. 
Gladewater has shutout Center four times in 1954 (54-0), 1955 (40-
0), 1971 (40-0) and in 2008 (18-0). The Roughriders have shutout the 
Bears only once in 2009 (7-0). Gladewater has a large edge in points 
scored in the series 620-241. All Bear fans come out and support your 
team in their home opener.

is also up for grabs for one year. A sign will bear the name the auction 
winner chooses, maybe their own.

Grandparents and parents will want to be present to bid on the 
opportunity for their kids get a GFD Fire Engine or Police Cruiser 
personal ride to school, or maybe the joy of being an honorary 
cheerleader or water boy or girl for a home varsity football game, or 
for the ambitious future leaders there is Assistant Principal for a Day. 
To make your kid the star of his class a Recess & Kona Ice will be up 
for grabs for one lucky child’s classmates.

That is just the a sampling of what will be on the live auction floor. 
The silent auction is filled with items sure to please. To check out some 
of the offerings and to earn a shot at a Date Night with a $40 gift card 
to Booshay’s Bayou Cafe and a $40 gift card to Lumberjacks Axe 
Throwing go to the Education Foundation of Gladewater’s Facebook 
page and like and follow.

The silent auction will be filled with items from GISD community 
businesses and individual supporters that is so diverse everyone 
attending is sure to find a special treasure while supporting the growth 
and success of GISD teachers and students.

Tickets are $50 each and include dinner, entertainment and a 
whole lot of fun, as well as access to the auction events. Tickets may 

Bears vs. Roughriders
7:30 p.m. Friday

Jack Murphy 
Stadium

The Board of Directors 
of the Northeast Health 
District passed a resolution 
this past week which they 
hope will reinforce their 
previous recommendations 
pertaining to the increase 
i n  C O V I D - 1 9  c a s e s 
since early July, officials 
announced.

Officials cite the increase 
in COVID cases as a result 
of the Delta variant’s arrival 

in East Texas which has contributed to the “stress experienced by 
area hospitals treating the sick in our community, COVID-related 
and otherwise,’’ officials said.

Although there has been a recent local uptick in COVID-19 
vaccinations, the percentage of East Texans aged 12 years and 
higher who are fully vaccinated are generally 40 percent or less, 
with some counties only around 33 percent. 

To augment vaccinations, other preventive measures that should 
be taken include the use of face coverings in public settings, staying 
home when sick, good hygiene practices, and social distancing. 

A combination of these mitigation efforts is imperative in order to 
relieve the burden of disease in the East Texas area, officials said.

On Thursday Sept. 2, the NET Health Board of Directors passed 
a resolution that includes focused recommendations that embody 

NET Health passes 
resolution in wake of 
Delta variant’s spike

Gladewater EFG tickets on sale now for Saturday fundraiser

The Darrin Morris Band will provide the entertainment 
for Saturday’s second annual Education Foundation of 
Gladewater’s Giddy Up & Give at Tempest Golf Clubhouse. 
Tickets are $50 each and include dinner, entertainment and 
a whole lot of fun, as well as access to the auction events. 
Tickets may be purchased at the Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce or online at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
giddy-up-give-2021-tickets-163390279725.  Courtesy Photo Continued on Page 7

Nearly 3,000 people died on Sept. 11, 2001, 
when 19 terrorists working for al-Qaida hijacked 
four planes and launched coordinated attacks on 
American soil.

What transpired that day 20 years ago this 
Saturday stunned the nation and the world. Almost 
everyone who was old enough can tell you where 
they were or what they were doing when news 
broke of the first plane hitting the North Tower of 
the World Trade Center.

Here’s a timeline of the tragic events, as told by 
the National September 11 Memorial & Museum.

l At 8:45 a.m. on September 11, 2001, an 
American Airlines Boeing 767, Flight 11, collided 
into the World Trade Center’s north tower in New 
York City immediately killing hundreds of people 
and trapping hundreds more in the 110-story 
skyscraper. 

l Only 18 minutes later, a second Boeing 767, 
United Airlines Flight 175, flew into the south 
tower. Both towers afire, burning debris covered the 
surrounding buildings and the streets below while 
hundreds jumped from the towers to their deaths 
in an attempt to escape. 

l About 30 minutes later, a third plane, 
American Airlines Flight 77, crashed into the 
west side of the Pentagon near Washington, 
D.C..

l A fourth plane, United Flight 93, crash-
landed into a field in Pennsylvania killing all 
40 souls on board. Meanwhile, both World 
Trade Center towers collapsed into a terrifying 
and deadly inferno of rubble. 

At the hands of 19 militant terrorists 
associated with the Islamic extremist group 
al-Qaeda headed by Osama bin Laden, more 
than 3,000 people (including more than 400 
police officers and firefighters) were killed 
and more than 10,000 others were wounded 
during the attacks on 9/11. It was the deadliest 
terrorist act in U.S. history and the most 
devastating foreign attack on American soil 
since the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Survivors and family members of survivors 
have come forward with stories of bravery 
and triumph. Tens of thousands have suffered. 
The initial Victim Compensation Fund 

Continued on Page 3

Powerstation 
hit by thieves

Continued on Page 5

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Sheriff’s 

Office is investigating an attempted 
theft of equipment which set off 
a flash fire that caused major 
damage at a rural Upshur Rural 
Electric Cooperative substation 
last Wednesday morning, said 
sheriff’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel.

E l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e  w a s 
interrupted to a number of homes 
for a brief time after the incident 
on Bluebird Road, but most if not 
all the power was “redirected...
(in a) very timely manner,” said 
Hazel. Upshur Rural spent the rest 
of the day replacing equipment at 
the site off Texas 300 south of 
Gilmer, he added.

Someone was apparently 
attempting to steal copper wiring, 
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $6,837.13 $7,667.74 -10.83% $65,217.98 $61,079.92 6.77%
Easton 1.000% $4,229.98 $5,429.46 -22.09% $39,885.65 $35,995.37 10.80%
Gladewater 1.500% $98,832.34 $85,840.07 15.13% $918,549.04 $885,048.37 3.78%
Kilgore 1.500% $589,743.89 $517,679.73 13.92% $5,464,857.62 $5,439,984.52 0.45%
Lakeport 1.500% $22,724.61 $18,668.79 21.72% $195,361.29 $173,916.33 12.33%
Longview 1.500% $3,228,536.14 $2,986,598.30 8.10% $28,488,219.84 $25,156,106.14 13.24%
Warren City 1.000% $1,260.67 $1,189.32 5.99% $12,565.69 $12,604.65 -0.30%
White Oak 1.500% $93,825.75 $98,335.64 -4.58% $858,813.46 $838,621.93 2.40%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $25,303.04 $19,813.03 27.70% $212,219.14 $181,398.54 16.99%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,672.81 $3,213.63 -16.82% $34,457.31 $31,975.71 7.76%
Gilmer 1.500% $179,208.91 $168,656.54 6.25% $1,718,161.88 $1,604,899.67 7.05%
Ore City 1.500% $19,912.43 $21,176.58 -5.96% $170,691.08 $173,671.91 -1.71%
Union Grove 1.000% $292.93 $215.20 36.11% $3,507.75 $3,243.23 8.15%

Local sales tax revenue still up 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced late last week he will send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $925.1 million in local 
sales tax allocations for September, 20.9 percent more than in September 2020.

These allocations are based on sales made in July by businesses that report tax 
monthly.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-digit increases for the fifth month in-
a-row, showing a 15.13-percent rise over the same  period last year. Gladewater’s 
sales tax posted $98,832.34 in July 2021 compared to $85,840.07 for July of 2020. 

For the year Gladewater moved from 2.56-percent overall for the year as of 
June 2021 to 3.78-percent overall as of July 2021.

Kilgore posted a 13.921-percent increase in sales tax revenue, while neighboring 
White Oak slipped, posting a -4,58-percent. Gilmer posted a rise of  6.25-percent 
and Warren City was up 5.99-percent, but Clarksville City was down -10.83-percent.

Big Sandy posted a 27.70 rise over last year, while East Mountain fell 
-16.82-percent. Union Grove was up 36.11-percent.

Continued on Page 8

Bears vs. Bulldogs
7:30 p.m. Friday

Jack Murphy 
Stadium

Continued on Page 5

Annual Arts and Crafts festival this weekend

Bears squeak by Roughriders;
host Kilgore Bulldogs Friday

By Beth McKamy 
Senior runningback Malachi Gordon ran for 213 yards and a 

touchdown and the Bears overcame penalties and turnovers to claim 
a one point victory over the Center Roughriders at Jack V Murphy 
Stadium Friday night. 

Gladewater lived in Center territory all night, and were 41 point 
favorites over the 0-2 Roughriders, but penalties and turnovers in the 
red zone kept the Bears off the board. The Gladewater offense managed 
to get into the Red Zone on eight of their nine drives but could only 
muster two touchdowns despite racking up 486 total yards, 385 of 
that on the ground. 

The Bears got their first chance in Center territory after the 
Roughriders fumbled the opening kickoff, setting Gladewater up at 
the Center 23 yard line.  Starting quarterback, junior Kollin Lewis 
hit senior wide receiver DJ Allen on a 22 yard strike to reach the 
Roughrider one yard line but a fumble on the next play put the pigskin 
back in Center’s hands. 

On the first play after the Bear fumble Center used a little trickery 
executing the “swinging gate “for a 23 yard gain. Sophomore 
quarterback Emonte Cross would give Center their only offensive 
touchdown of the night on a one yard run. Roughrider kicker Carlos 
Hernandez split the uprights giving the Riders a 7-0 lead with 9:55 
left in the first quarter. That would be one of only two times the Bear 
defense would allow the Center offense to cross midfield. 

The Bears wasted no time getting on the scoreboard, driving 70 yards 
in nine plays. On first and 10 from their own 30 yard line, Gordon 
ripped off 11 of his 213 yards. Fullback Austin Verner would add 
seven more yards. On second and three from the Bear 48 yard line a 
holding penalty pushed Gladewater back to their own 38 yard line. The 
Roughrider defense sacked QB Lewis for a 4-yard loss but a Center 
15 yard penalty gave the Bears new life in Roughrider territory. Four 
plays later on fourth and four Allen makes a one handed grab of a 
Lewis pass to give Gladewater a first and 10 at the Center 25. Fullback 
Zach Polanco broke through the defensive line for a 20 yard gain and 
G’Braylon Polly barreled in from the five yard line for the Bear score. 
Following a Center penalty on the extra point try, QB Lewis ran the 

Thomas to represent GHS 
at Queen’s Pageant

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Miss Gregg County Pageant will be held 

Thursday night at the Gregg County Fairgrounds. 
Seven nominees from each of the county’s public 
schools is represented. Each nominee was chosen 
to represent their school based on scholastic ability 
and student vote.

Jade Thomas will represent Gladewater High 
School. She is the daughter of Monica Thomas and 
the late Quinn Thomas. She has served as a 4-year 
Bear, participated in band and varsity softball 
throughout high school. Thomas was named an 
Outstanding Student in Spotlight on GHS for the 
past three years and currently serves as the National 
Honor Society President. Thomas plans to become 
a doctor of dental surgery and will attend the 
University of Texas at Austin to pursue her goals. 
She is a member of the Progressive Church of God 
in Christ.

Representing White Oak High School is Lexi 
Baker. She is the daughter of Katheryn and Shaun 
Baker. She is a WOHS varsity cheerleader, a member 
of the state-recognized Roughneck yearbook staff, a 
volleyball and track athlete, as well as a participant 
in the East Texas Juniors Volleyball Club. Baker’s 
volleyball honors include first team All District 2018 
and 2019; District 15-3A Hitter of the Year 2020; 
Academic All District 2018, 2019, 2020; All East 
Texas Volleyball Newcomer of the Year 2018; All 

Continued on Page 6

Jade Thomas
Miss GHS

Lexi Baker
Miss WOHS

Leslie Lynn Barnes
Miss SHS

Alivia Leary
Miss PTHS

Randi Floyd
Miss GHS

Abby Hattaway
Miss KHS

Demi Nicole Ferguson
Miss SHHS

Judging will begin at 
9 p.m. Thursday at the 
Longview Fairgrounds, 
with Miss Congeniality 

announced after a vote by 
the seven contestants. The 
schools will also compete 

for the  spirit trophy.
The goal of the Miss Gregg 

County Pageant is to 
encourage young women 
to pursue their education 

at higher levels by 
providing scholarships. 

The winner of the pageant 
will receive a $1,000 

scholarship.

The Annual Gladewater Arts and Crafts Festival is is this weekend 
- Sept. 18-19 on the grounds of the Broadway School campus in 
downtown Gladewater.

The festival will run Saturday from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and Sunday 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.. (Check out the Vendor list)

Gladewater hosts one of the largest annual outdoor artistic events 
and festivals in East Texas. You’ll find dozens of booths featuring all 
kinds of arts and crafts, homemade goods, jewelry, unique handmade 
works, food, toys, home decor items and more.

Francisco Metal Art 
Heartful Thoughts 
Eve’s Garden Designs 
The Glorified Gypsy 
K & S Creations
Jewelry & More by TJ 
Papa Bunn’s BBQ & Grill 
Cuttin’ Creations 
Gram Crafter 
Kountry Love Baking
Scroll Saw Art 
A & C Creations 

Burleson’s Woodcarving and More
The Byrd’s Nest 
Wud Craft 
Better Than...Brand
JC’s 
Trinkets & Beads 
Deck the Balls 
Creations by P&N 
Diamond G Cedar 
The Three Sister’s Designs 
The Tattered Paint Brush 
Wizard Princess Designs 

The Hair Studio 
Sweeter Than Honey 
Hot Press Heifer 
Creations by Katherine 
Linda G Creations 
Gordon’s Grill & Go 
East Texas Kettle Corn 
WHH Ranch 
Sugar Hill Mudworks 
Lana Lynne 
Scrubby Love Gladewater 
Between the Creeks

Back Porch Crafts 
Hunt IV Custom Boards 
MiMi’s Kitchen 
Bellatreus 
Crafts by George 
Lorrie Darlin’
Small Town Girl by Talli 
GiGi’s Wreaths 
Kazlow’s Kookies 
Made by Knight 
SJK Designs 
Junk to Treasures 
Dragon’s Nature Photography, LLC

Luline’s Handmade Goods 
Random Flower Co. Popcorn 
Creative Glitz 
DRL Creations plus Everything Bella
Jewelry from the Heart by Becky 
Bev Mize Designs 
“Back In the Day” Canning & 
Creations 
Neevana Creations 
Handcrafted by Matthew R. Prior
The Bread Lady 
Pineywoods Creations 
Kirby’s Krafts 

Three Roots Boutique 
The Spice Hippies
C & J Crafts 
WOW Creative Crafts 
Mermaid Magic 
Whymzees 
Creations by Becca 
LJW Designs 
Mark’s the Spot 
Salsa Lady 
Winters’ 
Gnome Hollow Candles & Soap Co.

By Suzanne Bardwell
The calculators overheated and the Education Foundation of 

Gladewater’s board of directors rejoiced when the donations were 
totaled from Saturday’s second annual Giddy Up & Give fundraiser 
held at Tempest Golf Clubhouse. The grand total raised to support 
grants to enhance classroom learning for GISD students came in at 
approximately $80,000.

“It made me cry, I am blown away,” EFG Event Chair Katie Ellis 
said. “This community rallies together when there is a need. I love 
the name Giddy Up & Give because that’s what our community does. 
They giddied up and gave generously. I am so proud to be a Bear.”

Giddy Up & Give opened with a brief welcome from Ellis and 
Mayor JD Shipp’s moving remarks in recognition of the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11 followed by a prayer by Todd Clifton prior to 
a buffet dinner served on the veranda of the clubhouse. Those in 
attendance packed Neptune’s dining room and enjoyed the music of 
the standout Darrin Morris Band which currently has two number one 
singles on the Texas Country Music Charts.

A silent auction filled with a variety of donated items and included 
original artwork by Gladewater students was a hit with those in 
attendance. Last year a grant wish was filled by the Commander 
family when they sponsored the purchase of robotics equipment for 
a new course curriculum and academic competition. The robots were 
named Lexi-bots in honor of their late granddaughter. 

This year the focus was on the art program for a wish which was 
easily met with support from a variety of sources. The foundation for 
the arts grant began with a $2,300 memorial donation from family and 
friends of former career WOISD art teacher Cindy Welling, whose 
daughter and granddaughter are GHS alums and her grandchildren 
all attend GISD.

A hot ticket auction item was the second annual Jack L. Phillips 
Memorial Hunt at Tequesquite Ranch donated by JP Safaris. Nancy 
Phillips Abernathy spoke warmly about her late father and the 
memories to be  made at Tequesquite Ranch for the lucky donor and 
his family or friends. For the second year in a row Dale and Tanna 

EFG raises $80K in GISD Giddy Up & Give event

Rhoades snagged the coveted hunting trip.
Live auction items ranged from a large autographed action photo 

of Hall of Fame Cowboy Bob Lilly donated by Todd Clifton to trips 
to Mexico to a mystery cooler filled with treasures, to Cavender’s 
custom boots, trips to Mexico, naming a GHS Street for a year and 
much, much more.

The 2020 auction raised approximately $30,000 with a huge 
$50,000 leap in 2021. The EFG’s mission is to support instructional 
innovation and creativity in the classroom by funding educational 
grants submitted by Gladewater ISD faculty and staff. 

The teachers of GISD strive to add engaging curriculum and learning 
tools to classrooms, but budget constraints at times limit purchase. 

Education Foundation of Gladewater’s event chairman 
Katie Abernathy Ellis shows off a sample of custom boots 
which Cavender’s of Longview donated for the auction. 
Lucky winner Dale Rhodes won the opportunity to design 
his own custom pair.    Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Senior runningback Malachi Gordon ran for 213 yards and 
a touchdown for the Bears Friday.  Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Bears vs. Roughnecks

7:30 p.m. 
Friday

in
White
Oak

Continued on Page 8

It’s Yam 
Time in
Gilmer

2021 Yam Queen 
Hannah Jean Henson

Bears dominate Jefferson, 
visit Roughnecks Friday

By Beth McKamy
The Gladewater Bears rushed for 393 yards on 55 carries and the 

Bear defense dominated the visiting Jefferson Bulldogs en route 
to a 44-12 District 6-3A D1 victory here Friday night at Jack V 
Murphy Stadium. The host Bears, decked out in black jerseys with 
pink numbers and socks to honor Breast Cancer Awareness Month,  
controlled the game from start to finish on both sides of the ball. 

If defense wins championships then the Bears have every reason to 
be optimistic about their chances of claiming another district crown 
and success in the playoffs. Friday night the Bear defense lived in the 
Jefferson backfield chalking up five sacks and seven hurries of the 
Bulldog quarterback and holding their outstanding freshman running 
back Kamran Williams to 37 total yards on 12 carries. Jefferson, which 
was averaging 312 yards total offense a game, was held to only 100 
total yards by the stingy Bear defense. 

Gladewater won the coin toss and deferred to the second half but 
tried to catch the Bulldogs napping with an onside kick. Jefferson 
fell on the ball at their own 46 yard line. The Bear defense started 
right where they had left off against Atlanta. On the first play from 
scrimmage Gladewater got penetration into the Bulldog backfield 
dropping wide receiver Luke McMullen for an 11 yard loss. Second 
down was a repeat of first down as the Bears got to QB Erik Burns for 
a nine yard loss but a 15 yard personal foul penalty against Gladewater 
gave Jefferson an automatic first down at their own 37. Williams ran 
for one yard on first down but another Bear sack pushed the Bulldogs 
back 10 yards leaving them with a third and 19 at the 28 yard line.  
Burns could only get 11 yards on third down bringing out the punting 
unit. Punter Domonik Rivers (4/39 avg) fumbled the snap and was 
tackled at the Bulldog 44. It would take the Bear offense only four 
plays to get on the scoreboard. runningback G’Braylon Polly (10/60/2 
TDs) ran it in from three yards out. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin was 
good on the extra point and the Bears took a 7-0 lead with 7:35 left 
in the first quarter.  

Bear linebacker Calan Castles would drop QB Burns for a loss on 
Jefferson’s next possession forcing a three and out and a Bulldog punt 
of 39 yards. Starting from their own 21 yard line Gladewater would go 
79 yards in 11 plays with runs by QB DJ Allen  (10/86/TD), running 
back  Za Campbell (15/93/2 TDs), Polly, fullback Austin Verner 
(5/33) and a pass of 18 yards from Allen (3/8/46) to wide receiver 
Kolin Lewis (3/46). Allen would score on a one yard run with 1:47 
left in the opening quarter. The PAT by Arreguin was no good giving 
the Bears a 13-0 lead.

Jefferson would get their first points of the night as the last seconds 
clicked the ending of the first quarter. The Bulldogs went 51 yards 
in six plays highlighted by a QB Chris Bowman (6/15/94/TD) to 
McMullen pass of 23 yards. On third and 10 from the Bear 12-yard 
line QB Bowman hit wide receiver Burns for the score. The extra 
point was no good closing the Bear lead to seven points. It only took 
the Bears three plays to hit pay dirt again after a pooch kick and a 
fair catch penalty on Jefferson gave Gladewater the ball at their own 
44 yard line. Allen ran for 15 yards on first down and fullback Zach 
Polanco bullied his way for 29 more yards. Campbell would get the 
score on a 12 yard run. The extra point was good and the Bears led 
20-6 with 11:05 left in the half. Gladewater would get the ball right 
back when kicker Ozzy Chavarria laid down a perfect onside kick 
Allen would recover for the Bears, but two plays later Jefferson would 
recover a Bear fumble to take over at their own 25 yard line. 

Once again the Gladewater defense would step up.  Sacks by Eli 
Kates and Castles would push the Bulldogs back to their 12 yard line 
and a fourth and 23. Rivers got off a 34 yard punt that Allen returned 
16 yards for the Bears giving them great field position at the Jefferson 
30 yard line. Seven plays later Polly would power his way up the 
middle behind the stout Bear offensive line for two yards and the 
touchdown. Arreguin was good on the PAT giving the Bears a 27-6 
lead with 5:27 left in the half. 

Gladewater would continue their dominance in the second half. 
After an unsuccessful onside kick by Jefferson gave the Bears the ball 
at the Bulldog 46, the Bears would need only nine plays scoring on a 
Lewis run of 11 yards. The extra point was good increasing the Bear 
lead to 34-6. A 15 yard penalty on the Bears on the touchdown run 
was assessed on the ensuing kickoff giving Jefferson good starting 
position at their own 47 yard line. 

The Bulldogs would go on their longest drive of the game for 
53 yards in six plays. Bowman would score on a 1-yard run to put 
Jefferson within three scores of the Bears with 6:49 left in the third 
quarter. The PAT was again no good and Gladewater led 34-12.

The Bears would score their last touchdown of the night after a 
Jefferson pooch kick went out of bounds giving Gladewater the ball 
at their own 47. The Bears would go 53 yards in nine plays scoring 
on a five yard run by Campbell. Arreguin was good on the extra point 
increasing the Bear lead to 41-12 with 2:46 left in the third quarter. 

The Jefferson offense couldn’t get anything going in the fourth 
quarter. The Bear defense held the Bulldogs to negative yardage and 
limited the Jefferson possessions. While the Gladewater defense was 
doing their job, the offense was controlling the ball. The Bears got 
their last points of the contest after Allen returned a Bulldog punt 57 
yards to the Jefferson 27 yard line. The Gladewater drive would stall 
in the Jefferson red zone where Arreguin would connect on his first 
field goal try of the year for 29 yards giving the Bears a 44-12 lead 
with 7:51 left in the game. After another three and out by the Bulldog 
offense Gladewater ate up the last 5:43 of the game moving down 
to the Jefferson 6-yard line where they kneel down to end the game. 

The Lee Public Library roof which was effectively destroyed in February’s ice storm 
was being removed Monday. After removal a new roof will be constructed with a 
slight pitch which will improve the function of the roof. Paragon Roofing will be doing 
both parts of the roof project. The library interior has been completely redesigned by 
a Tocker Foundation library architect at no cost to the city to create a 21st century 
library/education/technology/job center.
A $50,000 grant from the Tocker Foundation and a $36,000 grant from the Still 
Water Foundation have been secured by Friends of the Library to purchase all new 
furnishings as well as shelving for the children’s library. The furnishings’ insurance 
reimbursement from the ice storm can then be applied to construction costs.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Phillip Williams
The 84th annual East Texas 

Yamboree  fes t ival ,  which 
annually draws thousands to 
Gilmer, returns Oct. 20-23 after 
being canceled last year due to 
the COVID pandemic--the first 
time the festival hadn’t been held 
since the 1940s.

The 2021 gathering features 
a host of events and contests 
in downtown Gilmer and at 
other sites in the city. For 
more information, contact the 

Gilmer Area 
Chamber of 
C o m m e r c e 
at 903-843-
2413, email 
o f f i c e @
y a m b o r e e .
c o m ,  o r 
visi t  www.
y a m b o r e e .
com

H a n n a h 
Jean Henson, 
d a u g h t e r 
of  Richard 
Henson  o f 
Gilmer and 
Mandy and 
Brett Hill of 
L o n g v i e w, 
will reign as 
“queen yam” 
of the festival 
b e g u n  i n 
1 9 3 5 .  S h e 
w i l l  b e 
crowned in 
two separate 
performances 
of the annual 
q u e e n ’ s 
coronation at 
the Gilmer 
Civic Center 
a t   7 : 3 0 
p . m .  b o t h 
Wednesday, 
Oct. 20, and 
T h u r s d a y, 
Oct. 21.

Duchesses 
representing 
Gladewater, 
Union Grove 
and  Whi t e 
O a k  w i l l 
appear in the 
pageant.

A “Ta te r 
Trot” race, 
b e g i n n i n g 
a t  G i l m e r 
High School, 
will precede 
t h e  o t h e r 
Yamboree -
related events 
this Saturday.

O c t .  2 0 
h i g h l i g h t s 
i n c l u d e  a 
rabbit show, 
broiler show, 
and all rides 
at half price 

at the downtown carnival, which 
Crabtree Amusements will 
provide all four days of the 
festival. The carnival opens at 6 

Gladewater Quarterback DJ Allen weaves his way through the Jefferson defensive line 
for another first down in Friday’s 44-12 District 6-3A Div. 1 win over the Bulldogs.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

The Gladewater Bears lit up the stadium from start to finish Friday night.
Photo by Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater High 
School Duchess 

Adasyn 
Williams

Gladewater 
Chamber  
Duchess 

Payton Haley 

Union Grove 
High School  

Duchess 
Mia Rust

White Oak 
High School 

Duchess Reese 
Saccoccio

Continued on Page 7

Continued on Page 9
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Continued on Page 8

Bears host Cardinals
7:30 p.m. 

Friday

Continued on Page 8

Bears drill Necks 48-14;
host Sabine Friday

By Beth McKamy
Seven Gladewater players combined to rush for 316 yards and 

the Bears drilled White Oak 48-14 Friday night at Roughneck 
Stadium. The win sets Gladewater up to play for the outright district 
championship against Sabine this Friday night. The Bears scored on 
six of their 10 possessions running at will and only being contained 
by penalties and a turnover. The Gladewater defense also got on the 
scoreboard when junior wide receiver Kollin Lewis intercepted White 
Oak’s QB Cayson Siegley (5/14/82/Int) and raced 73 yards for the pick 
six. The Roughnecks battled all night showing spurts of life rushing 
for 123 yards and keeping the Bear defense on high alert.

Gladewater got the opening kickoff but three straight illegal 
procedure penalties pushed the Bears back and gave them a 1st and 
25 at their own 34 yard line. Two incomplete passes by QB DJ Allen 
(2/8/37/TD) and a 2 yard run by Za Campbell (11/96/TD) brought out 
the punt team. A bobble on the snap sent punter Allen scrambling for 
his life and a loss of 12 yards. The Roughnecks took full advantage 
of the Bear miscue going 24 yards in six plays and scoring on a 
run by Dylan Creager (8/30/TD). The extra point by kicker Aven 
Whittington was good and White Oak led 7-0 with 8:28 left in the 
first quarter. It would be the only time the Roughnecks would lead 
or be close all game. 

The White Oak score would light a fire under the Bear offense. 
Gladewater would go on a four touchdown rampage. After a 24 yard 
return on the ensuing kickoff by Tyrone Maddox, Gladewater went to 
work on the ground,  churning out yardage and burning clock. Runs 
by Allen (9/64), Campbell and G’Braylon Polly (12/73/3 TDs) got the 
Bears to the Roughneck 5 yard line where Polly barreled in with the 
first of his three touchdowns. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin (6/7 PATS) 
was good on the extra point and the contest was tied with 4:12 left 
in the first quarter. 

The Roughnecks would try to get something going on their 
next possession taking advantage of Bear penalties but a sack by 
Gladewater’s Eli Kates and Zach Polanco for a loss of nine yards 
resulted in a second and 14 at the Bear 32. That would set up the pass 
that Bear defender Lewis would step in front of and take 73 yards 
to the house. Arreguin’s extra point was again right on target and 
Gladewater led 14-7 with 1:33 left in the first quarter.  

The Bears would waste no time getting the ball back as Kicker 
Ozzy Chavarria laid down another of his patented onside kicks that 
was caught in the air by Allen on the Bear sideline. Five plays later 
runningback Polanco (6/51/TD) hit pay dirt with a 5-yard run. The 
PAT  by Arreguin was good giving Gladewater a 21-7 lead with six 
seconds left in the opening quarter. After a three and out, highlighted 
by a  4-yard tackle for a loss by Bear’s defensive lineman Rajuan 
Johnson on the Roughneck Dee Williams (10/35/TD), Gladewater 
marched down the field to set up Polly’s second touchdown of the 
night, this one for eight yards and a three touchdown lead. In the 
only miss of the night for Arreguin, he hit a floater that looked like it 
was in slow motion as it struck the crossbar and bounced back into 
the field of play. 

With 7:29 left in the half Gladewater led 27-7. The Bear defense 
would once again step up on White Oak’s next series. The Roughnecks 
would charge down to the Bear 10 yard line but a five yard penalty 
would push them back to the 15 yard line. WO QB Siegley would 
run for eight yards and three yards giving the Roughnecks a third and 
goal at the Bear 5-yard line. Williams was stopped for no gain on third 
down and a sack by Kates would give the ball back to Gladewater 

Series Record- Bears 25  Sabine 0
First Meeting- 1986  Bears won 54-0
Last Meeting- 2020  Bears won 63-44 
Total Points in Series- Bears 1024  Sabine  252
Most Points in a Game- 107  2020  Bears won 63-44 
Fewest Points in a Game- 20  1994  Bears won 14-6
Largest Point Spread- 61   1991 Bears won  61-0
Closest Game- 2 Points 1997  Bears won 14-12
Shutouts- Bears have shutout Sabine 7 times 

Friday’s Scores 
Gladewater .48   White Oak  14

Tatum 56   Jefferson  20
New Boston 41  Atlanta  12

Sabine     Open

Friday’s Games
Sabine  at  Gladewater 
White Oak  at  Tatum 

Jefferson  at   New Boston 
Atlanta    Open

District 6 3A D1 Standings 
                                            Overall     District 
Gladewater  6-2          5-0
Sabine   6-2          4-0
Tatum   7-1          3-1
New Boston  5-3          1-3
Jefferson   4-4          1-3
White Oak  4-4          1-3
Atlanta   0-9          0-5

Gladewater vs Sabine By the Numbers 

Hannah Jean Henson reigned over the 84th East Texas 
Yamboree leading the Queen’s Parade on Saturday in 
Gilmer. She is a student at Harmony High School. Her 
cousin Stephanie Henson-Bunn and sister Savannah 
Henson Brenner are both past queens.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce Duchess Payton 
Haley waves to the crowd in Saturday’s Queen’s Parade 
held in downtown Gilmer.  

Yamboree Duchess Mia Rust represented Union Grove 
in the Yamboree including Saturday’s Queen’s Parade in 
downtown Gilmer.  

2020 83rd Yamboree Queen Carleigh Judd and her court 
had a limited pageant experience because the COVID-19 
pandemic canceled the annual October event. The 
cancelation was the first since World War II. The young 
ladies vying to be queen raised a record $441,950 before 
the pandemic shutdowns. Eventually a limited pageant 
coronation was moved to March 6, 2021 for a scaled 
back version of the Queen’s typically week long event 
celebration.  

G ladewater  ISD Asst . 
Supt. Dr. J. Cliff Lightfoot 
has been named the lone 
finalist for the Lexington ISD 
superintendent’s position. 
Lightfoot will replace Dr. 
Tonya Knowlton, who took 
the superintendent job at   
Community ISD. Lightfoot 
joined the Gladewater ISD 
staff in 2017. Courtesy Photo

City Council 
approves 

water project
By Jim Bardwell

In an effort to improve the 
city’s water, the Gladewater City 
Council voted Thursday night 
to spend $1.4 million on three 
projects.

Using money from a grant and 
not local tax dollars, the city will 
pay $158,760 to install raw water 
monitoring at the lake water intake 
station. That will allow the city to 
take in water from various  levels 
when needed and address Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality requirements. The project 
will bring in better water to the 
water treatment plant, resulting 
in better water going out with less 
chemicals added.

The city will also spend 
$178,416 from the grant for 
filter valve improvements and 
$285,768 for chemical feed and 
storage improvements. This will 
address any future cold weather 
issues like those encountered 
during the severe winter storm.

The council chose to put off 
for now the biggest ticket item - 
$2,916,648 - to address a sludge 
lagoon problem at the water plant.

In other business the council:
l Approved an agreement with 

Gregg County for support of Lee 
Public Library with a $6,000 
donation.

l Approved the Gladewater 
Mirror as the official newspaper 
for the City of Gladewater for 
fiscal year 2022

l  R e v i e w e d  e a c h  c i t y 

By Suzanne Bardwell
A GISD technology upgrade 

for the installation of interactive 
BenQ boards was approved 
for Weldon Elementary, GMS 
and GHS for $40,525 at last 
week’s school board meeting 
6-0 with trustee Jeff Cook 
absent. The board also voted 
unanimously to approve a budget 
amendment for the purchase 
of GHS athletic uniforms for 
$10,500. The purchase is a fund 
balance requirement that is a part 
of GISD’s 5-year plan that sees 
the rotation of uniform purchase. 
This buy will include purchase 
for boys and girls soccer teams, 

GISD tech/athletic updates approved
boys basketball and softball 
travel uniforms.

After a presentation by district 
athletic director Scott Clower 
the purchase of a utility vehicle 
was also approved not to exceed 
$10,500. The AD reports that 
with the stadium track upgrade 
it is necessary to purchase a 
different kind of vehicle to 
protect the district’s investment 
in the improvements. 

“We need to maintain the turf 
without damaging the new track,” 
Clower said. “I may have found 
us a deal.”

Clower is investigating the 
purchase of a loaner John Deere 

gator used by Stephen F. Austin 
University’s athletic department 
for a brief time, as well as 
gathering information on other 
options.

During reports Clower said that 
the athletic facility renovations 
continue with work beginning 
on the tennis courts to get them 
ready for tournament play, as well 
as the track after the last district 
football game. He also said that 
the final improvement to be made 
at GHS’ Bill Waters gymnasium 
would be the installation of wall 
padding this week. He reported 
that new baseball and softball 

Continued on Page 9

84th Yamboree celebrated
BY PHILLIP WILLIAMS

GILMER--Winners of the 79th annual East Texas Yamboree’s 
essay and poetry contests for Upshur County schoolchildren were 
recognized last Thursday afternoon at the festival’s annual All Service 
Club Luncheon. 

Winners of the contests, and their school districts, were as follows:
Division A (grades 4-5)--Briza Lopez of Ore City, essay; Brynn 

Richardson of Ore City, poetry.
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After words of congratulation from head coach Jonny Louvier and a prayer of gratitude as a team, the Bears raise their 
helmets in celebration of their district championship win over the Sabine Cardinals Friday night in Jack V. Murphy 
Stadium.                      Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Beth McKamy
The Gladewater Bears jumped out to a 21-6 halftime lead and 

caged the Cardinal offense holding them to a total of 16 yards in the 
second half en route to a 35-6 victory and the outright 6-3A D1 district 
championship. Sabine,  playing without their number one running back 
Brannigan Willige could not get their ground game going against the 
stingy Bear defense. 

Cardinal QB Jace Burns, who had already rushed for over 1,300 
yards this season, was held to 60 yards on 18 carries by a Gladewater 
defense that has increasingly become a highlight reel with each 
passing game. The Bear offense, on the other hand, had no problem 
churning out yardage on the ground racking up 252 yards in 44 
carries. Gladewater added another 128 yards through the air to keep 
the dangerous Sabine offense off the field. 

The Bears won the toss and deferred to the second half allowing 
their defense to set the mood for the night. Gladewater would stop 
the Cardinals after only three plays but a bad snap on the punt worked 

in Sabine’s favor when kicker Jace Burns (4/46.7 avg) picked up the 
loose ball and ran for the first down to give the Cardinals another 
set of downs at their own 45 yard line. Sabine still could not get 
anything going against the stubborn Bear defense setting up another 
punt attempt by Burns. This time the snap was good and Burns got 
off a booming punt of 53 yards that rolled to the Bear 1-yard line. 

From there the Gladewater offense went into attack mode. Runs by 
G’Braylon Polly (10/38/TD), DJ Allen (11/92), Zach Polanco (4/17) 
and Kolin Lewis (5/33) gave the Bears some breathing room and set 
them up with a second and seven at their own 26 yard line. An eight 
yard run by Allen went to the 34 but a block in the back penalty pushed 
the Bears back to the 15 yard line.  Gladewater would get their first 
points of the game on the next play when Allen (4/9/128/TD) would 
hit Lewis (2/113/TD) on a screen and the speedy wide receiver would 
race 85 yards to pay dirt. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin (5/5) would hit 

Bears cage Cards for crown 

To savor the moment of their district championship win against the Sabine Cardinals and their last game in Jack V. 
Murphy Stadium, senior Bears Levi Kegarise, Trevor Hollins, Tyler Smith, Xzavier Woods, Zach Polanco, DJ Allen, Za 
Campbell, Zac Shipp, Zavion Woods, Ben Alvarez, Chris Perry, Chase Wise, Javan Bell, Eli Kates, Malachi Gordon, 
Logan Bohanon and Jonathan Arreguin gather one last time in the center of the field under Friday night lights.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

DISTRICT CHAMPS!

Rotary International District 5830 President Jack Welge 
and Past District Governor Shirley Griffin, both of 
Longview presented Gladewater Rotarian Leon Word with 
a Lifesaving Award. The inaugural award was bestowed 
on Word in honor of his CPR efforts last spring in saving 
the life of City Judge and Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace 
Tim Bryan.
“I want to urge everyone to train in CPR if you haven’t,” 
Word told his fellow Rotary members. “My skills were 
ancient but they worked. I did compressions for over an 
hour…I’m just happy with the results.”
In addition to the award, past district governor Griffin 
donated her points in qualifying as a Paul Harris Fellow 
to Word who also heads the Gladewater chapter’s ramp 
building program.
“Rotary is not a weekly meeting, it is a way of life,” Weige 
said. “Leon Word exemplifies that.”  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

It may be the first week of November on the calendar, but in 
Gladewater it is Holiday Open House time and that means 
getting the whole town decked out in Christmas cheer. City 
crews put up the downtown Christmas tree Monday, as well 
as the life-size nutcrackers. The rest of the decorations 
will go up this week just in time for the Nov. 13th Holiday 
Open House from 5-8 p.m. in the historic downtown. The 
annual event features free hot chocolate, lots of late night 
shopping, the lighting of the Christmas tree and of course 
- Santa strolling around town greeting all the children. 

Photo by Suzanne Bardwell 
Strong winds last week literally 
blew the roof off a building on 
South Main Street Thursday 
in Gladewater. Police blocked 
the road until the roof material 
could be cleared by city 
crews. Fortunately no injuries 
were reported, but same can’t 
said for Garth Cockerell’s 
business.  Cockerell said he 
recently had the metal roof 
installed. The high winds also 
caused fires throughout East 
Texas as limbs and power 
lines combined resulting in 
sparks that left East Texas  
firefighters battling fast 
moving grass fires. Photo by Jim Bardwell Photo by Gladewater Police
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BEARS vs. WARRIORS
BI-DISTRICT

BATTLE

7 PM THURSDAY IN SULPHUR SPRINGS

Bears face-off with Bonham 
in 1st round of playoffs

By Beth McKamy
The Texas High School playoffs start Thursday night for the Bears 

as they travel to Sulphur Springs to take on the Bonham Purple 
Warriors (5-5, 3-3), the fourth seed from District 5-3A D1. Gametime 
is 7 p.m.

Head Coach Jonny Louvier and the Bears aren’t looking past the 
Purple Warriors because of their fourth place finish and 5-5 record. 

“Bonham is an explosive team with a really 
good quarterback and running back, “ said 
Louvier.  “They are a spread team that snaps 
the ball quickly. On defense we will need to 
stop their running game and force them into 
passing situations.”

Explosive is the perfect word to use when 
describing Bonham. The Purple Warriors 
have racked up the points and the yardage 
this season averaging 41.4 points a game. 
Senior QB Mason Rodriquez has passed for 
over 2,000 yards and rushed for another 600, 
accounting for over 30 of Bonham’s scores. 
Junior running back Jeren Ross has rushed 

for over 100 yards in seven different contests adding another 20 plus 
touchdowns on the ground. Junior running back Jacob Gorden amply 
fills in when Ross goes out. Rodriquez’s favorite targets through the air 
are senior wide receivers Dusten Sewell and Cade Browser. Sewell and 
Browser have combined for over 1500 yards and 15 plus touchdowns. 

The Gladewater defense will be tested but the Bears have stood up 
to the pressure throughout district play. Gladewater has only allowed 
23.6 points a game this year and only 17.1 points a game in district 
action. The stingy Bear defense has held their 3A D1 competition to 
only 109.6 yards on the ground and 116.3 yards through the air en 
route to their 6-0 district championship record. 

As much as Bonham throws the ball the Bear secondary may have 
opportunities for turnovers as Rodriquez has thrown 18 interceptions 
this season. Gladewater has rung up opposing quarterbacks for six 
picks, two of which were returned for touchdowns by juniors Kollin 
Lewis (73 yards) and Tyrone Maddox (100 yards). Bears Calan 
Castles, Eli Kates, Chris Perry, Zach Polanco, Zach Shipp, Rajuan 
Johnson, Za Campbell and Frank Sierra will need to keep pressure 
on the Bonham quarterback. Combined they have accounted for 16 
sacks and 17 tackles for losses on opposing players. 

If the Purple Warriors have a weakness it’s on defense, especially 
against the run. Bonham is giving up 44.7 points a game and over 300 
yards rushing a game. Bonham has also been vulnerable to the deep 
pass. Leading the Purple Warrior defense is Sewell with 106 tackles 
on the season. Junior Jamari Murrell adds another 76 tackles with 
three caused fumbles and three fumble recoveries. Sophomore Angel 
Esquivel has 85 tackles with three sacks and three tackles for loss.

The Bonham defense will have their hands full when Gladewater 
has the ball. The Bears have proven they can be explosive themselves 
or grind it out with the ground and pound. The key to Gladewater’s 
success will be not turning the ball over and limiting penalties. 

“Offensively we need to execute and take care of the ball, “ said 
Coach Louvier. “Our team is playing very selfless right now and if 
we continue to play hard for each other good things will happen, “ 

Good things are definitely happening on offense for the Bears. 
Averaging 37.6 points a game in district play, Gladewater has also 
averaged 298 yards on the ground a game and another 97.5 through 
the air against 3A D1 opponents. Leading the Bear offense is senior 
QB DJ Allen. The Gladewater signal caller has passed for 613 yards 
and three touchdowns, ran for 707 yards and seven touchdowns, 
and returned punts and kickoffs. Allen has also averaged 37.1 yards 
punting the ball and has recovered four onside kicks for the Bears. 

The Gladewater ground game is definitely a team effort with 11 
players grinding out yardage. Along with Allen, G’Braylon Polly 
(79/352/11 TDs), Za Campbell (88/594/9 TDs), Malachi Gordon 
(51/290/TD), Zach Polanco (34/220/TD), Kollin Lewis (17/102/
TD), Austin Verner (32/139), Frank Sierra, La’Datrian Smith,  Kyron 
Wilson and Calan Castles have all contributed to the Bear success on 
the ground this season. Allen’s favorite targets through the air this 
year have been  Kollin Lewis (24/433/2 TDs), Tyrone Maddox (9/66), 
Xzavier Woods (6/96) and Eli Kates (4/58/TD).

In addition to Allen, sophomore Jonathan Arreguin and junior 
Ozzy Chavarria handle the rest of the kicking duties for the Bears. 
Arreguin is 30 of 33 on extra point attempts and Chavarria is the 
kickoff specialist, executing on five perfect onside kicks for the Bears. 
When the Gladewater opponents have tried their own version of the 
onside kick they have only been successful once in nine tries. The 
sure handed play of Levi Kegarise, Zach Polanco and Austin Verner 
have given the Bears great field position and kept the ball out of the 
hands opponent’s offenses. 

Bonham and Gladewater have only met up three other times with 
the Bears shutting out the Purple Warriors all three times. Gladewater 
fans are expected to come out to support the Bears in the first round 
of the Texas State 3A D1 playoffs. Thursday’s game looks to be filled 
with plenty of action. 

WELCOME TO DOWNTOWN GLADEWATER 
SATURDAY, NOV. 13, 5-8 P.M.

Howdy y’all ... 
 join us
for a  

The cupboard is almost bare at Manna House community food ministry with the holidays 
approaching. Non-perishable food items are needed immediately and may be dropped 
off at Manna House on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. in 
the southwest corner of City Hall or at the Gladewater Mirror at 211 N. Main St. weekdays 
during business hours. Financial donations may be mailed to:  Manna House, P.O. Box 
808, Gladewater 75647.                Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Phillip Williams
An 8-year-old Ore City girl 

died in a Shreveport, La., hospital 
on Wednesday of last week after 
being injured in a one-vehicle 
accident near Ore City the prior 
day, said the Texas Department of 
Public Safety.

Sayra Garcia died at 5:48 p.m. at 
Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport, 
said DPS spokeswoman Pam 
Edge.

The  au to  d r ive r,  Mar ia 
Soledad--Ramirez, 41, of Ore 
City, was treated and released 
from CHRISTUS Good Shepherd 
Medical Center in Longview, said 
DPS Sgt. Jean Dark.

Preliminary investigation 
showed the 2012 Cadillac CTS 
was northbound when it ran off 
Periwinkle Road and hit a tree on 
Texas 155, Dark said in a news 
release. DPS troopers responded 
to the scene about 6.7 miles east 
of Ore City at 3:41 p.m., she said.

Child dies in 
Upshur wreck

It’s Holiday Open House time in Downtown Gladewater.
And this year’s theme is “A Texas Christmas.”
Join our Texas-style Santa in Gladewater’s Historic Antique District this Saturday night as he helps 

welcome in the holidays and the downtown merchants say “Thank You” for being our guest this year.
Treats and festivities begin at 5 p.m. and run until 8 p.m., complete with the traditional hot chocolate 

sponsored by the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce and free horse-drawn carriage rides sponsored by 
the Gladewater Mirror and Shipp’s Maine. Also on tap will be sweets and treats, music, and after-hours 
shopping. Unique holiday decorations will be placed throughout the area.

Come join the carolers at 6 p.m. as Gladewater’s Chamber Of Commerce throws the switch and lights 
the giant Christmas Tree at 6 p.m. sharp!

Santa will be strolling the downtown streets and encouraging children to write their letters to him 
Saturday night and dropping them in the special Letters To Santa Post Office Drop-Off at the colorfully 
decorated pavilion behind the restrooms and beside the downtown oil derrick.

The annual event is sponsored by the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce, Gladewater Downtown 
Merchants and the Gladewater Economic Development Corporation.

Jonny Louvier
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $9,594.54 $10,340.15 -7.21% $82,231.90 $76,611.44 7.33%
Easton 1.000% $6,725.29 $3,781.53 77.84% $50,287.24 $44,046.15 14.16%
Gladewater 1.500% $132,157.81 $112,287.87 17.69% $1,150,648.26 $1,078,676.95 6.67%
Kilgore 1.500% $813,100.56 $566,272.74 43.58% $6,894,048.58 $6,475,452.41 6.46%
Lakeport 1.500% $24,439.13 $23,545.07 3.79% $239,726.38 $219,475.81 9.22%
Longview 1.500% $4,055,737.46 $3,249,052.61 24.82% $35,595,270.64 $31,053,029.47 14.62%
Warren City 1.000% $1,509.44 $1,200.21 25.76% $15,489.45 $14,954.11 3.57%
White Oak 1.500% $138,301.49 $78,703.39 75.72% $1,113,466.20 $992,384.54 12.20%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $30,189.21 $25,381.28 18.94% $262,685.49 $226,898.80 15.77%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,949.85 $3,600.92 -18.08% $40,379.43 $40,153.16 0.56%
Gilmer 1.500% $208,628.90 $196,505.90 6.16% $2,094,875.26 $1,956,981.03 7.04%
Ore City 1.500% $19,882.73 $20,306.03 -2.08% $208,554.79 $211,000.43 -1.15%
Union Grove 1.000% $404.40 $507.41 -20.30% $4,255.21 $4,093.66 3.94%

Local sales tax revenue up for seventh month-in-a-row 
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, coun-

ties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $1.07 billion in local sales 
tax allocations for November, 20.6 percent more than in November 2020.

These allocations are based on sales made in September by businesses that report 
tax monthly, and on sales made in July, August and September by quarterly filers.

Gladewater’s local sales tax posted double-digit increases for the seventh-straight 
month, showing a 17.69-percent rise over the same  period last year. Gladewater’s 
sales tax posted $132,157.81 in September 2021 compared to $112,287.87 for 
September  of 2020. For the year, Gladewater improved 6.67-percent overall for 
the year as of September 2021 - $1,150,648.26 this year compared to $1,078,676.95 
in the same time frame a year ago.

“In reviewing the sales tax revenue for both Gregg and Upshur counties, East 
Texas is showing growth as a whole over last year,” said Gladewater Mayor JD 
Shipp. “I believe there is a huge increase in a person’s willingness to travel, attend 
events, dine out and shop locally. This willingness is a result of declining COVID 
cases and increased vaccination numbers compared to a similar time frame last 
year.   We are encouraged by this growth as it is an indication that we are moving 
forward and closer to some resemblance of normal since this epidemic began.”

Kilgore posted a 43.58-percent increase in sales tax revenue, while neighboring 
White Oak posted a jump of 75.72-percent. Gilmer posted a rise of  6.16-percent.

Continued on Page 7

BEARS vs. ZEBRAS
AREA ROUND

BATTLE

7 p.m. Friday in Royse City ISD Stadium

Bears advance to Area 
Round after 49-10 win 

By Beth McKamy
In the first round of the 3A D1 playoffs nine Bears combined to rush 

for 381 yards and seven touchdowns to lead Gladewater to a 49-10 
victory over the Bonham Purple Warriors Thursday night at Gerald 
Prim Stadium in Sulphur Springs. It was a team effort on both sides of 
the ball as the Bear defense held the explosive Bonham offense, who 
were averaging 41 points a game, to only 10, three coming on their 
first drive of the game and seven on the Purple Warrior’s last drive. 

Gladewater won the toss and deferred to the second half. Bonham 
wasted no time going 53 yards in 12 plays down to the Bear 23 yard 
line where the drive stalled just inside the red zone. Purple Warrior 
kicker Shalim Rios put Bonham on the scoreboard first when he hit 
on a 36 yard field goal with 8:45 left in the first quarter. 

Starting their opening drive at at their own 43 yard line Gladewater 
answered right back. QB DJ Allen (10/107/TD) ran for 21 yards on 
first down getting into Warrior territory. Fullback G’Braylon Polly 
(12/82/3 TDs) ran for 19 to the Bonham 17 yard line on the Bears’ 
second play from scrimmage. After a 10 yard holding penalty pushed 
Gladewater back to the 27 yard line it was senior running back Zach 
Polanco’s time to shine. Polanco hit the middle for 13 yards to the 14 
yard line giving the Bears a second and 7. Allen would get the first 
down on the next play setting Gladewater up at the seven yard line. 
Two plays later Polly would get his first of three touchdowns on the 
night plowing in from the one yard line. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin 
hit the extra point and the Bears had a 7-3 lead with 6:03 left in the 
first quarter. 

The Bears would try and catch the Warriors napping on the ensuing 
kickoff but Ozzy Chavarria’s onside kick bounced right into the hands 
of a Purple Warrior giving Bonham the ball in solid field position at 
their own 48 yard line. The Gladewater defense stuffed the Warriors 
outstanding junior running back Jeren Ross (22/48) on first and second 
down for no gain. On third and 10 QB Mason Rodriquez (10/26/104/
TD/2 int) hit wide receiver Marco Delgado for 11 yards to the Bear 
41 yard line. After runs of five and one yards by Ross and Rodriquez 
Bonham went to the air on third down, but the Bears Za Campbell 
stopped the Warrior drive with his first of two interceptions on the 
night. Gladewater turned the ball back over two plays later when 
the exchange between Allen and Polly wasn’t clean and Bonham 
recovered the loose ball at the Bear 29 yard line. The Purple Warriors 
would get inside the red zone and once again the Gladewater defense 
stepped up. On fourth and nine from the 15 yard line Bonham would 
try their second field goal of the game, but Rios would miss from 32 
yards out giving Gladewater the ball at their own 20 yard line. 

The Bears would eat up clock on their next drive going 80 yards in 
12 plays highlighted by a 25 yard pass from Allen (2/4/53) to junior 
wide receiver Kollin Lewis (2/53) that took Gladewater to the 44. 
Nine plays later Polly would once again hit pay dirt scoring from 
the one yard line. Arreguin’s extra point was good and the Bears 
lead increased to 14-3 with 8:16 left in the second quarter. Bonham 
would go three and out on their  next possession giving Gladewater 
back the ball at the Bear 28 yard line. It was the ground and pound 
game that got Gladewater their next points. Eight plays and 72 yards 
later Allen would get the honors scoring on a 22 yard run. Arreguin’s 
kick was again good and the Bears led 21-3 with 2:58 left in the half. 

Gladewater’s Campbell got his second interception of the contest on 
Bonham’s next series setting the Bear offense up at the 47 yard line. 
Gladewater would only need three plays to increase their lead. After 
a five yard penalty on first down Allen ran for 11 yards. Campbell 
(13/132/2 TDs) showed he is as dangerous on offense as on defense 

By Phillip Williams
Two were killed, and two injured, in two separate traffic crashes which 

occurred on consecutive days in rural Upshur County last week, said 
the Texas Department of Public Safety.

Regena D. Avila, 52, of Gilmer, died when a tractor-trailer struck the 
auto she was driving broadside Friday morning at the intersection of 
Texas 300 and FM 726, said DPS spokeswoman Jean Dark. 

Judy Henderson, 64, of Gilmer, was killed when the pickup she was 
driving struck two trees separately on FM 852 last Thursday morning, 
the DPS said. 

These further details of the crashes were provided by Dark, DPS 
spokeswoman Pam Edge, and Upshur County Precinct 1 Justice of 
the Peace Wyone Manes (Manes pronounced Avila dead at the scene): 

Injured in Friday’s accident were a passenger in Avila’s car, Aaron 
L. Dorsey, 32, of Gilmer, and the truck driver, Allen Scott Jr., 48, of 
Kilgore. Dorsey was taken to UT Health East Texas in Tyler in critical 
condition, while Scott was transported to Longview Regional Medical 
Center in stable condition. 

Preliminary investigation showed Avila was westbound on 726 in a 
2003 Toyota Avalon when she (in Dark’s words) “disregarded the stop 
light,” and was struck on the driver’s side by the northwest bound 2014 

Peterbilt truck-tractor towing a semi-trailer.  
Troopers responded to the collision near East Mountain at 8:36 a.m. 

Avila would have marked her 53rd birthday Nov. 20, Manes noted. 
Avila’s body was taken to McWhorter Funeral Home outside Gilmer.
In the other crash, investigators’ preliminary report indicated Hender-

son was operating a westbound 2005 Nissan Frontier, in Dark’s words, 
at an “an unsafe speed” when, in a curve, she crossed the center line 
into eastbound lanes. She overcorrected to the right, causing a side skid, 
and the truck went off the roadway to the north. 

It struck a dead tree in a ditch, causing it to straighten out and become 
airborne, and its front center to strike another tree. The pickup ended 
up facing north in a ditch.     

Henderson was not wearing a safety belt. Troopers responded to 
the scene about 5.4 miles west of Gilmer at 10:45 a.m. and the crash 
remained under investigation.

Upshur County Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter pronounced 
Henderson dead at the scene. Her body was taken to Croley Funeral 
Home in Gilmer.

The fatal accidents were the second and third to occur in the county in 
a 11-day span. As detailed in last week’s edition of The Mirror, a 8-year-
old girl died Nov. 3 after being injured in a one-vehicle accident Nov. 2.

Two killed, one injured in two crashes

Gladewater City Councilman 
Dr. Dennis Robertson will be 
stepping down from his Place 4 
seat at the end of the year after 
deciding to move out of town.

The city’s charter requires 
council members 
to live inside the 
city limits, stat-
ing they “must 
continuously re-
side within the 
City during his 
or her term of 
office.”

In a statement to Gladewater 
Mayor JD Shipp, Robertson 
said “I regret to inform all that 
I am moving out of the Glade-
water city limits and will no 
longer be able to serve as a city 
councilman. Janet and I have 
purchased a home in Longview, 
which will close on December 
15. Therefore, and with great re-
gret, I must resign from the City 
Council effective December 31, 
2021. I have enjoyed working 
with our council and citizens 
over these many years and wish 
the city great success in all future 
endeavors.

 “We’ve made much progress 
over the last few years, thanks to 
some really talented City Council 
groups. If there is anything I can 
do to help the City in the future, I 
will always be available to assist 
this great community.”

Robertson has served twice on 
the city council. Most recently, 
Robertson was elected in 2021. 
His term expires in 2013. The 
next city election will be held on 
May 07, 2022.

Shipp said it had not been de-
cided if a replacement will be ap-
pointed or the seat would remain 
vacant until the next election.

Council seat 
to become 

vacant Dec. 31

Young businessman Gunner Campbell had a booth at 
Holiday Open House by Gone East and the Gladewater 
Mirror but found the time to roll on down and greet Santa 
Claus at Saturday’s Open House. The young man with the 
big smile attends Weldon Elementary School.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Carriage rides sponsored by Shipp’s Marine and the Gladewater Mirror saw lines of 
excited visitors waiting for the opportunity to take a spin around the historic downtown 
at Saturday evening’s annual Holiday Open House.  

The community Christmas 
tree lighting at 6 p.m. 
Saturday was officiated 
by Mayor JD Shipp who 
was assisted by Weldon 
fifth grader Johnny Long 
at Saturday’s kickoff to 
the holiday season in 
downtown Gladewater. 
The Texas themed event 
welcomed hundreds of 
visitors who experienced 
first hand the hospitality 
t h a t  i s  u n i q u e  t o 
Gladewater.  
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7 p.m. Friday in Sulphur Springs

Matt and Karla Byrd of the Byrd’s Nest were honored by the City of Gladewater’s Beautification Board with code 
enforcement officer Al Harrison, city clerk Judy VanHouten, board president Jon Keller, vice president Todd Clifton 
and member Tracy McKnight on hand for the presentation.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Way to go Bears!
Area Champs!Bears slay Zebras, 

face Mount Vernon
By Beth McKamey

In their most dominating performance all season the Gladewater 
Bears outplayed, out hustled, outsmarted and out coached the Zebras 
of Grandview en route to a 49-21 area win Friday night at Southwest 
Ford Field Royse City ISD Stadium. 

From the moment they stepped on the field until the last seconds 
clicked off the game clock the Bears controlled every aspect of the 
contest. Unfazed by the Zebras hurry up offense the Gladewater defense 
thwarted Grandview at every turn. While the Bear defense was holding 
the Zebras to four straight three and outs to start the game the Gladewater 
offensive line was winning the battle in the trenches. Opening holes for 
the Bear running backs and giving the Gladewater quarterbacks plenty 
of time to find open receivers. Gladewater picked apart the Grandview 
defense to take a 35-7 lead into the locker room at the half. 

The Bear defense set the tone for the night holding the Zebras to a 
three and out on their opening possession. Punting from their own 12 
yard line Grandview could only manage a 29 yard kick setting Glade-
water up in Zebra territory at the 41 yard line. Four plays later running 
back  Za Campbell (16/74/2 TDs) hit the corner for 18 yards and the 
score. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin hit the extra point and the Bears led 
7-0 with 9:05 left in the first quarter. 

The Zebras’ second possession was almost a carbon copy of their 
first. The stingy Bear defense controlled the line of scrimmage forcing 
another three and out and a 36 yard Grandview punt. Starting from their 
own 41 yard line the Bear offense needed only two plays to increase 
their lead. Senior quarterback DJ Allen (12/106/2 TDs) got the honors 
on a 45 yard run to the end zone. The PAT was no good but the Bears 
led 13-0 with 6:33 left in the first quarter. 

A Bear penalty on the Zebras’ next drive set Grandview up to go for 
their first first down of the game but on third and three the Gladewater 
defense swarmed Zebra QB Ryder Hayes (5/-1) dropping him for a 
3-yard loss and forcing the third Grandview punt of the night. Punter 
Kason English (4/34.2 avg) got off a 35 yard punt to give the Bears the 
ball at their own 29 yard line. It would be Gladewater’s only nonscoring 
drive of the first half but the nine play, 35 yard drive ate up clock and 
kept the ball out of the hands of the dangerous Zebra offense. Turning 
the ball back over on downs to Grandview proved no different than the 
Zebras’ first three drives. Once again the Bear defense forced a three 
and out after Gladewater’s Calan Castles batted down a third down 
pass attempt. 

Setting up at their own 25 yard line the Bears needed only five plays 
to go the 75 yards to pay dirt. On third and 10 from their 25, wide 
receiver Kollin Lewis (6/35/TD rush, 2/2/98 pass, and 3/34/TD rec) 
took the handoff on the end around drawing all the defense to him and 
leaving a wide open Allen (3/128/TD) for the perfect pass back across 
the field. Allen raced 74 yards down the sidelines finally being forced 
out of bounds at the Zebra one yard line. Allen would take it in from 
there on a QB sneak. The Bears faked the point after kick and holder 
Calan Castles pounded his way in for the 2 point conversion and a 21-0 
Bear lead with 9:14 left in the first quarter. 

Grandview would get on the scoreboard on their next possession 
going 45 yards in four plays. English would take the snap and go two 
yards for the touchdown. The extra point by Job Sanchez was good 
making the score 21-7 with 7:28 left in the second quarter.  Gladewater 
used up 6:17 seconds on their next drive going 70 yards in 12 plays 
all on the ground. Allen, Lewis, Campbell and fullback G’Braylon 
Polly (14/64) combined to steadily march down the field, wearing out 
the Zebra defensive line as they went. With third and two at the 15 
yard line Campbell got the call and scampered 15 yards for his second 
touchdown of the night. Arreguin’s kick was good and the Bears led 
28-7 with 1:11 left in the half. 

Gladewater would add one more score in the first half after defensive 
back Tyrone Maddox intercepted a Zebra pass on Grandview’s next play 
from scrimmage. Maddox returned the pick 13 yards giving Gladewater 
the ball at the Zebra 46 yard line. Lewis would take the first down snap 
and throw a floater to Allen for a 24 yard gain. Sophomore QB Kyron 
Wilson (2/2/52/2 TDs) under center would hit Lewis on the 22 yard 
touchdown strike in the end zone. Arreguin split the uprights and the 
Bears hit the locker room with a 35-7 lead over the ninth ranked Zebras. 

Grandview would try an onside kick to open up the second half but 
the Bears’ Zach Polanco would snatch the ball out of the air and race 
17 yards to set Gladewater up at the Zebra 34 yard line. Four plays later 
Wilson would hit Allen for 30 yards and the touchdown with 9:58 left 
in the third quarter. Arreguin’s kick was good and the Bears increased 
their lead to 42-7.

The Zebras went to their “hurry up” offense on their next possession 
using only 1:32 seconds to go 55 yards in five plays. Hayes would con-
nect with four different receivers on the drive culminating in a 7-yard 
touchdown pass to senior wide receiver Nathaniel Vargas (3/24/TD). 
The extra point was good and Grandview held out hope for a second 
half comeback. The Zebras were once again unsuccessful on the onside 
kick try with Bear Austin Verner falling on the ball. Gladewater would 
squash any Zebra hope of a comeback on their next drive. The Bears 
would use up 5:22 seconds going 50 yards in 10 plays for their final 
points of the game. Lewis would take it in from four yards out and after 
Arreguin’s kick was perfect Gladewater took a 49-14 lead with 3:04 
left in the third quarter. 

Grandview, using what they do best with the no huddle offense, tried 
to get another drive going. After a Bear 15 yard penalty gave the Zebras 

ABOVE - The Gladewater Bears hoist the Area Round Championship trophy Friday night after beating the Grandview 
Zebras, which sets up a rematch with the Mount Vernon Tigers this Friday in Sulphur Springs at 7 p.m. BELOW - Bear 
QB DJ Allen slices his way through the Zebra line en route to a 106-yard night and two TDs.    Photos by Chris Jones

There is a lot to be thankful for this year, and the Texas Department 
of Public Safety (DPS) wants to ensure people are able to get to and 
from their holiday celebrations safely. Texas Highway Patrol Troopers 
will increase enforcement on the roads from Wednesday, Nov. 24, 
through Sunday, Nov. 28. DPS Troopers will be looking for people not 
wearing seat belts, driving while intoxicated, speeding and failing to 
follow the Move Over, Slow Down law, among other traffic violations.

DPS participates annually in the nationwide Operation CARE 
(Crash Awareness and Reduction Effort) initiative for the Thanks-
giving holiday. During the 2020 enforcement effort, a total of 36,902 
warnings and citations were issued, including 5,287 for speeding; 
752 for driving without insurance; 513 for seat belt and child seat 
violations; and 245 violations for Move Over, Slow Down. Last 
year’s enforcement efforts also resulted in 395 felony arrests, 205 
DWI arrests and 120 fugitive arrests.

Take extra care when traveling this holiday
DPS offers the following safety tips for the Thanksgiving holiday:
* Don’t drink and drive. Make alternate plans if you are consuming 

alcohol.
* Buckle up everyone in the vehicle — it’s the law.
* Slow down, especially in bad weather, heavy traffic, unfamiliar 

areas or construction zones.
* Eliminate distractions while driving, including the use of mobile 

devices. Texas law prohibits the use of portable wireless devices to 
read, write or send an electronic message unless the vehicle is stopped.

* If you’re using a navigation device or app, have a passenger 
operate it, so you can keep your eyes on the road.

* Drive defensively, as holiday travel can present additional chal-
lenges.

* Don’t drive fatigued — allow plenty of time to reach your des-
tination.
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Bears’ season ends 
in Sulphur Springs

By Beth McKamy
Mt. Vernon scored 20 points in the third quarter and the Bears 

couldn’t overcome penalties and turnovers as the Tigers defeated 
Gladewater 40-14 in a Region playoff game in Sulphur Springs Gerald 
Prim Stadium Friday night. Despite putting up the first and last points 
of the game the Bears couldn’t finish drives and take advantage of 
good field position when needed. 

Gladewater got off to a fast start as the defense forced the Tigers to 
turn over the ball on downs on their opening possession of the game. 
A 15-yard chop block penalty put Mt. Vernon in a hole they couldn’t 
climb out of and the Bear offense took over at midfield. Gladewater 
wasted no time covering the 50 yards in seven plays and scoring on a 
Kollin Lewis to DJ Allen pass of 16 yards. Kicker Jonathan Arreguin 
was perfect on the extra point and the Bears led 7-0 with 7:05 left in 
the first quarter. 

It didn’t take Gladewater long to get the ball back. Defensive end 
Eli Kates intercepted a tipped Tiger pass to give the Bears the ball 
inside the red zone at the Mt. Vernon 17 yard line. On first and goal 
from the 7-yard line the Tigers stripped the ball stopping the Bear 
threat. Mt. Vernon would then go on an 11 play, 78 yard drive and 
score on a two yard strike from QB Braden Bennett (11/18/253/2 TDs/
Int) to wide receiver Cayden Coffman (5/88/TD). The extra point by 
Kicker Adrian Diaz was good to tie the score at 7-all with 2:15 left 
in the opening quarter. 

Starting at their own 24 yard line Gladewater would go on an 11 
play, 57 yard drive to get to the Tiger 19 yard line, but the drive stalled 
and Mt. Vernon would take over there. The Tigers would quickly work 
their way to the Bear 17 where the Gladewater defense would stiffen. 
On 4th and 12 the Tigers would try a 34 yard field goal but a fumbled 
snap would turn the ball back over to the Bears at the 25 yard line. 
Gladewater couldn’t get anything going on offense forcing the Bears 
to punt. Allen would get off a 35 yarder and Mt. Vernon would start 
at their own 28 yard line. On their first play from scrimmage Bennett 
would hit running back Makenzie McGill on a quick out and McGill 
did the rest, getting one block and racing up the sidelines for 72 yards 
and the touchdown. The extra point was good and the Tigers took the 
lead for good 14-7 with 3:03 left in the second quarter. 

Gladewater couldn’t get anything going on their next drive and on 
fourth and four from the Bear 39 yard line Allen again went back to 
punt. Allen’s kick would hit the back of a Bear teammate and bounce 
back to Allen who tried to pick up the yardage needed for the first 
down but Mt. Vernon would smother Allen at the Bear 18 yard line. 
The Tigers would get to the 15 but Bear defensive back Zach Polanco 
would sack the Tiger quarterback for a nine yard loss forcing Mt. 
Vernon to try a 40 yard field goal with seconds left in the first half. 
The kick was good and the Tigers ended the half leading 17-7.

A penalty on the second half kickoff gave the Bears bad starting 
position at their own 12 yard line. On the first play from scrimmage 
Mt. Vernon would once again come out of the pile with the ball. 
They would only need two plays to increase their lead. Quarterback 
Bennett would score on a three yard run. The snap on the extra point 
try was fumbled making the score 23-7 Tigers with 11:15 left in the 
third quarter. On the Bears’ next possession runs by Allen (15/62), Za 
Campbell (6/15) and G’Braylon Polly (11/50) would get Gladewater 
to the Tiger 46 yard line. On fourth and one Allen would lose his foot-
ing and be stopped short of the first down marker. Mt. Vernon would 
need only three plays to cover the 46 yards scoring on a McGill run 
of nine yards. The PAT was good and the Tigers led 30-7 with 8:43 
left in the third quarter. 

Bear Kyron Wilson would return the ensuing kickoff 11 yards to 
midfield where Gladewater took over. An Allen to Tyrone Maddox 
pass for nine yards and runs by Campbell and Allen would move the 
ball to the 35 yard line. Another 15 yard penalty on the Tigers took 

In the pink, HoneyBears freshman Rebecca Blackmon, co-captain senior Ryleigh Hightower and sophomore Lt. Emma 
Langford perform a fan routine Friday night at the Sulphur Springs playoff game. The drill team performed the fan 
routine to “Sweet Caroline” played by the Bear Marching Band.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater Bear QB DJ Allen dives for a first down in Friday’s Regional Quarter-Final playoff loss against the Mt. 
Vernon Tigers in Sulphur Springs.  

Photo By Chris Jones

TOY DRIVETOY DRIVE
Manna House 

needs your help
The Gladewater Mirror is holding a 

toy drive for toys from birth to 12 years 
old for the Manna House Santa’s Toy 
Shop. When family food boxes are dis-
tributed on Dec. 8-9, parents may also 
select toys for each of their children. 

Please drop off toys weekdays during 
business hours at the Gladewater Mirror, 
211 N. Main Street, Gladewater. (The of-
fice is next to the Chamber of Commerce 
and directly across from the old Classic 
Stitch building.)

Angel Tree adoptions open
The Gladewater Angel Tree program donation is now open until Dec. 3. Please contact Darla Ferguson 

or Katie Ellis if you are interested in sponsoring a child or family this season. Donations may be dropped 
off at Citizens Bank, CNB, Texas Bank and Trust or Austin Bank. Or volunteers will shop for donors if 
you prefer to make a financial donation by PayPal or dropped off at Citizens Bank at 678 N. Main St. 
Make checks payable to “Darla’s Angels”. For information call 903-841-3516.

Marine’s Toys for Tots
The annual Marine Toys for Tots toy drive is now accepting donations at McKaig Chevrolet, Edward 

Jones and Long Insurance until Dec. 15 during business hours. Thank you for your support of new TOYS 
for under privilege children.

Gladewater’s First United 
Methodist Church host-
ed its annual Community 
Thanksgiving Luncheon last 
week  in its family life center 
across from the church.
A coat closet was also avail-
able for families to look 
through and find the right 
size for kids to keep them 
warm this winter. 
Photos by Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater   
Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”
Wednesday, Dec. 8, 2021                             Vol. 93, No. 49                          1 Section,  8 pages                  50¢     

Simmons hired 
to lead GFD

Lewis leads Lady Lewis leads Lady 
Bears to successBears to success

By Chris JonesBy Chris Jones
Fans may have noticed the Lady Bears winning Fans may have noticed the Lady Bears winning 

more lately. A lot more. To put it in perspective, more lately. A lot more. To put it in perspective, 
Gladewater finished the 2018-19 season at 4-14 Gladewater finished the 2018-19 season at 4-14 
near the bottom of district 16-3A. Last season the near the bottom of district 16-3A. Last season the 
Lady Bears went undefeated in 15-3A as district Lady Bears went undefeated in 15-3A as district 
champions, going 17-7 on the season. The 2020-champions, going 17-7 on the season. The 2020-
21 Coach of the Year Jermaine Lewis may have 21 Coach of the Year Jermaine Lewis may have 
played a pivotal role in that turnaround. played a pivotal role in that turnaround. 

Hired by Gladewater ISD in 2008, Lewis orig-Hired by Gladewater ISD in 2008, Lewis orig-
inally coached the boys basketball team. He led inally coached the boys basketball team. He led 
them to a district championship in the 2015/16 (a them to a district championship in the 2015/16 (a 
first since 2001/02) season as well as earning him-first since 2001/02) season as well as earning him-
self the first of his two Coach of the Year awards. self the first of his two Coach of the Year awards. 

 Lewis began a notable basketball career play- Lewis began a notable basketball career play-
ing at Wheatley High School in Houston. He con-ing at Wheatley High School in Houston. He con-
tinued showcasing his talent to score at Kilgore tinued showcasing his talent to score at Kilgore 
College before finishing his higher learning at College before finishing his higher learning at 
University of Nevada Las Vegas. Lewis went on University of Nevada Las Vegas. Lewis went on 
to play at the professional level joining the Euro to play at the professional level joining the Euro 
League where he played in Saudi Arabia, China, League where he played in Saudi Arabia, China, 
Amsterdam, and Damascus, Syria for a combined Amsterdam, and Damascus, Syria for a combined 
six years. Lewis was recognized for his contri-six years. Lewis was recognized for his contri-
butions to the Ranger program and was inducted butions to the Ranger program and was inducted 
into the Kilgore College Hall of Fame in 2019.into the Kilgore College Hall of Fame in 2019.

 Whether it is the faster pace of the boys’ game  Whether it is the faster pace of the boys’ game 
or the more fundamentally sound girls’ game, or the more fundamentally sound girls’ game, 
Lewis has shown he can coach as well as play Lewis has shown he can coach as well as play 
the game of basketball. He instills his will to the game of basketball. He instills his will to 
win early working with the Savage Storm Little win early working with the Savage Storm Little 
League teams and the Lady Bears on the middle League teams and the Lady Bears on the middle 
school level. school level. 

Coach Lewis’s goal is to have Gladewater listed among the best in the Coach Lewis’s goal is to have Gladewater listed among the best in the 
state on the varsity level. According to Lewis, his plan is to use speed and state on the varsity level. According to Lewis, his plan is to use speed and 
depth to wear opponents down. Lewis expects Mount Vernon and Winnsboro depth to wear opponents down. Lewis expects Mount Vernon and Winnsboro 
amongst other top tier teams to test the Lady Bears this season. Helping him amongst other top tier teams to test the Lady Bears this season. Helping him 
get the team prepared to face their opponents are assistant coaches Quinton get the team prepared to face their opponents are assistant coaches Quinton 
Thomas and Shelby Burns.Thomas and Shelby Burns.

Michael Hines, co-owner of Scrubby Love, was honored 
as the Clarksville/Warren City Volunteer Firefighter of 
the Year at their annual banquet.  

Courtesy Photo

Christmas trees have been a tradition in the United 
States for over a century and today, when most families 
begin searching for the perfect Christmas tree, it comes 
down to one question – real or artificial? While there 
are many pros and cons to having a real or artificial tree 
during the holiday season, one thing is certain – real 
Christmas trees add great value to both the national 
and state economies. 

“There’s just something special about having a 
real Christmas tree around during the holidays,” said 
Aaron Stottlemyer, Texas A&M Forest Service Forest 
Resource Analyst. “Not only are they beloved for 
the authenticity they bring to celebrations, but they 
add so much value to our economy and benefit the 
environment.” 

When it comes to Christmas tree farms, many might 
think of northern states, covered in white, glistening 
snow. Actually, Christmas trees are grown in all 50 
states. According to the National Christmas Tree 
Association, almost 350 million Christmas trees are 
currently growing on 15,000 tree farms across the 
country, covering 350,000 acres. 

For the Lone Star State, Dr. R. R. Childers was the 
first on record to plant Christmas trees in 1935 in Jasper, 
Texas. And since the 1970s, entities such as Texas A&M 
Forest Service, Texas A&M University and Stephen 
F. Austin University have been working on growing 
optimal species in the state to increase production and 
sales for Christmas tree growers. The most commonly 

What is the value of real Christmas trees in Texas

SIMMONS

New Fire Chief to begin Jan. 1
By Jim Bardwell

Mike Simmons, currently the director of the Kilgore College Fire 
Academy, was introduced Monday at Gladewater City Hall as this 
next Gladewater Fire Chief.

City Manager Ricky Tow, addressing 
council members as well as Gladewa-
ter firefighters and police officers, said 
Simmons was selected out of a field of 
22 applicants. Tow thanked the review 
committee which consisted of the Sabine 
and White Oak fire chiefs and several 
Gladewater officials for helping in the 
recruitment process.

Simmons said he was “excited by the op-
portunity” and looked forward to working 
with current firefighters and building on the 
department’s accomplishments. The new 
fire chief will make $63,000/year.

Simmons said he plans to continue his relationship with the Kil-
gore Fire Academy, moving into an adjunct teaching role. That will 
also allow him access to new recruits when a position in Gladewater 
needs filling.

 Before taking over the director’s position at the Kilgore College 
Fore Academy Simmons served as assistant chief of operations at the 
Kilgore Fire Department. He also served as coordinator of the Kilgore 
emergency management and is on the board of directors of the Texas 
Association of Fire Educators.

Simmons served was a firefighter/paramedic for Garland from 
1997-2010 and a training specialist there from 2010-12. Simmons 
also has served since 2002 as training captain for the North Texas 
Fire Academy/EMT School and is on the board of directors for the 
Sabine Volunteer Fire Department.

Gladewater Police Chief Gordon Freeman has been pulling double 
duty since February, when former GFD Chief Cory Crowell resigned, 
heading up both the police and fire departments. ChristmasChristmas

Parade set  Parade set  
Dec. 14thDec. 14th

Marine’s Toys for Tots
The annual Marine Toys for Tots toy drive is now accepting donations at McKaig Chevrolet, Edward 

Jones and Long Insurance until Dec. 15 during business hours. Thank you for your support of new TOYS 
for under privilege children.

The Annual Christmas Parade will be held next 
Tuesday - Dec. 14 - at 6 p.m. on Historic 

Downtown  brick streets. The event is 
sponsored by the Gladewater Chamber 

of Commerce and Citizens Bank. 
The bank will also be handing out hot 

chocolate and cookies downtown. This 
year’s theme is “A Texas Christmas,” 

so expect to see a lot of boots and hats 
along with a while lot of  Christmas 

cheer. Floats will be competing for 1st, 
2nd and 3rd place prize money. 

And as always - that jolly old elf Santa Claus will be making his traditional appearance a Fire Truck. 

grown trees in Texas are Virginia pine, Afghan pine, eastern redcedar, shortleaf pine, Arizona cypress and 
Leyland cypress. 

These species thrive in Texas soils and tend to be hardy, fast-growing trees. They also contribute to the 
state’s economy, by providing jobs and income to Texans.

Artificial trees made of PVC plastic became fashionable in the 1980s, but even as they have grown in 

popularity over the last 40 years, real Christmas 
tree sales remain higher across the nation. On av-
erage, Texas sells over four million real Christmas 
trees per year, about 12% of the U.S. total. And 
while you can purchase trees from large retail 
stores, many tree sales come from local growers. 

“Texans can take pride when purchasing real 
Christmas trees,” said Stottlemyer. “By purchas-
ing real Christmas trees, they are supporting local 
growers and benefitting rural Texas economies.” 

Texas A&M Forest Service recently conducted 
an economic study showing just how much value 
the real Christmas tree industry adds to the state. 
Including total direct impacts and all other ancil-
lary industry activities, in 2020 the Christmas tree 
industry generated over $800 million and support-
ed nearly 7,000 jobs with a payroll of $260 million. 

When contrasted with artificial Christmas trees, 
the nation and state do not see nearly the economic 
benefits as provided by real trees, as they are large-
ly manufactured in foreign countries. 

“Unlike artificial Christmas trees, the real 
Christmas tree industry has a continuous cycle of 
economic benefit for our state,” said Stottlemyer. 
“There is a significant domestic economic impact 
from real Christmas trees considering that they are 
planted, managed, harvested, processed, transport-
ed and sold only to start the entire cycle again by 
planting new seedlings each year.”

By Phillip Williams
A judge sentenced Glade-

water resident Joseph Paul 
Price to a total of 400 years 
in prison Monday after he 
pleaded guilty to eight counts 
of aggravated sexual assault 
of a child, said Upshur County 
District Attorney Billy Byrd.

115th District Judge Dean 
Fowler sentenced Price, 48, to 
50 years per count on charges 
of assaulting a girl shortly be-
fore her eighth birthday, Byrd 
said. Under current state law, 
the defendant, sentenced in 
Gilmer, would be ineligible 
for parole until he is in his 
eighties, the prosecutor added.

The offenses, investigated 
by the Upshur County Sher-
iff’s Office, occurred between 
March and May in 2020, Byrd 
said in a news release. The 
county’s grand jury indicted 
Price last March 26, he said.

Man sentenced 
to 400 years 
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By Suzanne Bardwell
The recipe for Christmas cheer at Truman Smith 

Children’s Care Center Saturday included equal 
parts of the Patriot Guard, Infidels, Banditos, Cotton 
Club Riders, Patrons, lone wolves, Christian Club 
riders and a whole lot of other colors that spelled 
out the true meaning of Christmas—the gift of love 
through giving and cooperation.

Gladewater’s Truman Smith medical care center 
for fragile children saw a cavalcade of motorcyclists 
pull in with Santa’s Sleigh filled with gifts for every 
single patient at the center. The toy run began 30 
years ago in Mom’s Biker Bar. Now it is sponsored 
by Longview’s Outlaws Bar.

Despite the pandemic people from all over the 

Annual Santa toy run roars to 
Truman Smith Care Center

community participated to ensure the toy run was the 
success it has always been. With hundreds of gifts 
purchased for the children and teens at the center 
no stocking was left unfilled.

There were over 100 motorcycles, dune buggies 
and jeeps that roared from Jucy’s in Longview to 
the Gladewater medical center where they paraded 
around the building so the children could see them 
from their windows. Due to COVID pandemic 
protocols and the cold, few of the children were 
allowed outside. Many of the bikes and bikers were 
decked out in Christmas cheer. Even the Grinch 
made an appearance alongside old St. Nick. And, 
everyone was smiling, even that green old Grinch 
in his leathers.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Last week the UIL released their new conference cutoff numbers 
that will be used when they realign districts in February.

The UIL breakdown is based off of enrollment numbers submitted 
by every high school from October 29. These conference designations 
will be used for athletic and academic purposes. As always, the 6A 
classification will be divided into two divisions in the football play-
offs. 5A-1A are already divided. For non-football sports there is no 
divisions in each classification.

Conference Cutoffs
6A -2225 and above 249 schools: 249 (Basketball), 249 (Football), 247 (Volleyball)
5A -1300 – 2224 253 schools: 252 (Basketball), 251 (Football), 253 (Volleyball)
4A -545 – 1299 214 schools: 213 (Basketball), 193 (Football), 209 (Volleyball)
3A -250 – 544 233 schools: 230 (Basketball), 204 (Football), 220 (Volleyball)
2A 1-05 – 249 219 schools: 217 (Basketball), 208 (Football), 157 (Volleyball)
1A -104.9 and below 220 schools: 218 (Basketball), 148 (Football), 121 (Volleyball)

UIL relignment announced, Gladewater 
and Union Grove not affected this year

Allen named District MVP, 
Shipp and GHS coaching 
staff garner top honors

Gladewater Bear senior D.J. Allen has been named Most Valuable 
Player on the District 6-3A Divi-
sion I All-District Football Team.

Allen threw for 741 yards and 
three touchdowns, rushed for 
1,008 yards and 10 touchdowns 
and caught 12 passes for 288 
yards and a TD in his senior year. 
Defensively, he recorded 24 tack-
les, a sack, eight pass breakups, 
a forced fumble and a fumble 
recovery.

Gladewater’s senior Zach Shipp 
also gained top honors by being 
named  Offensive Line MVP and 
the Gladewater Coaching Staff 
earned superlatives for the 2021 
season. 

Other honors went to Sabine’s 
Jace Burns for Offensive MVP, 
Tatum’s C.J. Fite for Defensive 
MVP, Tatum’s Trey Fite for De-
fensive Line MVP and Tatum’s 
Jackson Richardson was named 
Utility MVP while Jefferson’s 
Kamran Williams earned New-
comer of the Year honors.

Voting was conducted by the 
district’s coaches.

First Team
OFFENSE
Quarterback: Cayson Siegley, White Oak; Chris Bowman, Jefferson; 

Kendric Malone, Tatum; Running back: G’Braylon Polley, Glade-
water; Receiver: Alex Galyean, Sabine; Kollin Lewis, Gladewater; 
Kendall Williams, Tatum; Jayden Boyd, Tatum; Line: Dylan Miller, 
White Oak; Jaden Wells, Atlanta; Conner Hubbard, Sabine; Bryce 
Clark, Jefferson; Tyler Smith, Gladewater; C.J. Fite, Tatum; Tight 
end: Jobey Shico, Gladewater; Fullback: Dalton Daniel, New Boston

DEFENSE
Line: MiChari Banks, Atlanta; Rylie Redden, White Oak; Jeremi-

ah Hardeman, New Boston; Knox Tomlinson, Jefferson; Eli Kates, 
Gladewater; Rajuan Johnson, Gladewater; Linebacker: Sam Dusek, 
White Oak; Carter Patterson, Sabine; Ryan Yeater, Jefferson; Calan 
Castles, Gladewater; Za Campbell, Gladewater; Backs: Malachi Dors-
ey, New Boston; Cayden Fortson, Sabine; Caden Richardson, Sabine; 
Kile Stripland, Sabine; Judsen Carter, Jefferson; Jackson Richardson, 
Tatum; Special teams: Cooper McClure, Atlanta; Dalton Morgan, 
White Oak; Isaac Goldsmith, New Boston; Cayden Fortson, Sabine; 
Jace Burns, Sabine; Domonik Rivers, Jefferson; Ozzie Chavarria, 
gladewater; Jose Ventura, Tatum

Second Team
OFFENSE
Running back: Brannigan Willige, Sabine; LaRandion Dowden, 

Atlanta; Receiver: Luke Baker, White Oak; Caden Hardin, Sabine; 

Continued on Page 3
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GISD sells 
old stadium

Liquor by the 
drink petition 

underway
If the owners of Booshay’s 

Cafe in downtown Gladewater 
are successful, local restaurant 
patrons may soon be able to order 
a cocktail with their meal.

Currently, only beer and wine 
are the alcohol options available 
for purchase in local restaurants 
that have a state license. And if 
you want a margarita with your 
Tex-Mex meal you can only get 
what is commonly called a “win-
earetta,” which is made with wine 
instead of tequila.

Brandon Edmonds, of Boo-
shays, hopes to change that. He 
and others are circulating a pe-
tition to ask the Gladewater City 
Council to call for an election so 
local voters can decide on wheth-
er or not liquor-by-the-drink can 
be legally sold inside the city lim-
its. Edmonds needs a little over 
500 signatures from qualified in 
Gladewater before he can present 
it to the council. He hopes to get 
the issue on the May 2022 ballot 
and only has a few weeks left to 
meet the deadline.

If successful, the effort would 
not only provide patrons with 
more options with their meals - it 
would also bring added sales tax 
revenue to the city.

In Texas, liquor is subject to 
an excise tax of $2.40 per gallon 
of spirits. For beer, an extra 19.4 
cents is added and wine has a tax 
of 20.4 cents. However, any wine 
that is sparkling has an additional 
$0.516/gallon and any wine over 
14% alcohol has an additional 
$0.408/gallon in excise tax.

Area ci t ies  l ike Gilmer, 
Longview, Tyler, Lindale and 
others allow liquor-by-the-drink 
and have benefited from the ad-
dition to the city coffers.

For example, to date Gilm-
er has brought in an addition-
al $6,899 in sales tax revenue 
though  mixed drink sales. Lin-
dale has seen  $28,422 in added 
sales tax dollars and Kilgore has 
seen $35,010 in added sales tax 
revenue. Longview has brought 
in $262,675 and Tyler has seen 
$597,643 in added tax revenue.

Volunteers plan to go door-to-
door seeking signatures and a 
petition is available at Booshay’s 
for anyone wishing to sign it. The 
petiton must be submitted to the 
city by Jan. 18 and the council 
must take action on it on or before 
the 78th day before election day 
(Feb. 18th).  Action must be taken 
by council no later than  Feb. 17. 

Ultimately it will be up to 
Gladewater voters to decide if 
liquor-by-the-drink is allowed 
locally.

By Suzanne Bardwell
GISD properties not in use 

by the district have been on the 
block with school board members 
approving three property bids and 
rejecting one for rebid. 

A $76,176.94 bid by Whitehead 
Enterprises was approved for the 
10.8 acre urban land tract located 
along West Maple Avenue. There 
were five bids on the property. 
The 2.6 acre land tract located 
at 1000 West Upshur Avenue 
went to Joel Duraso for a bid of 
$57,000 with five bids tendered 
on the property. The .25 acre resi-
dential lot located at the northeast 
corner of Woodrow Street and 
West Marshall Street went to 
Tracy McKnight Real Estate for 

Gladewater   
Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”
Wednesday, Dec. 22, 2021                             Vol. 93, No. 51                          1 Section,  12 pages                  50¢     

GLADEWATER PRIMARY
MRS. MOORE

PRE-K

Dear Sant,a
I have been very good this year.

Please, bring me a Dirt Bed (Dirt Bike)
Thank you!

Love,
Dustin

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me  Auenger lego’s (Avenger Legos)
Thank you!

Love, 
Orson

Dear San,ta
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me a Datman 2ar(Batman car)
Thank you!

Love,
Dyllan

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me a robot
Thank you!

Love, 
Flijnn

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me a tractor
Thank you!

Love,
James

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.
Please bring me  an eacalaole

Thank you!
Love, 
Avary

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me
blocks

Thank you!
Love, 
ainoa

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me  a Doll Pit
Thank you!

Love, 
Brooklynn

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me Doboty
Thank you!

Love, Carson

MRS. HIGHTOWER
PRE-K

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.
Please, bring me  a hoppity ball.

Thank you!
Love, 

Braydon

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please bring me a rocket
Thank you!

Love, 
Edward

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please, bring me a Barbie Dream House
Thank you!

Love, 
Rllynn

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.

Please, bring me 
a big doll house

Thank you!
Love,

JLaiyah

Dear Santa, 
I have been very good this year.
Please, bring me a trampoline.

Thank you!
Love, 
Renee

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year.

Please, bring me a guitar
Thank you!

Love,
Naatlie

MRS. DEWS
KINDERGARTEN

Dear Santa, 
My name is Aiden Wade.

I am 6 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
x-box, walkie talkie

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.

From, Aiden Wate

Dear Santa, 
My name is Emma Wlison.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
HOVe ard, doll LOL, Motorcycle HUlk

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, hocoilub

Dear Santa, 
My name is Caslyn.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
RemoteColgr, LOL

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, Caslyn

Dear Santa, 
My name is HarPer.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
motocycle, HoVbord

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, HarPer

Dear Santa, 
My name is Korbin.

I am 6 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

x-box HUlK, Spidrerm, motorcycle
I will set out cookies and milk for you on 

Christmas Eve.
From,Korbin

Dear Santa, 
My name is Oscar.
I am 5 years old.

This year I have been, nice.
These are three things I am wishing for, 

hot wheel, Tablet
I will set out cookies and milk for you on 

Christmas Eve.
From, Oscar

Dear Santa, 
My name is Lillanna

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
haverboard, bike

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, Lillanna

Dear Santa, 
My name is Ava.
I am 5 years old.

This year I have been, nice.
These are three things I am wishing for, 

LOL doll, Kitcchen set, doll
I will set out cookies and milk for you on 

Christmas Eve.
From, Ava

Dear Santa, 
My name is Kimberly Nunez.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
talet, bike, Lego

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, Kinberly

Dear Santa, 
My name is Kianna Davis.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
Hoveboard, LOL, doll bike

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.

From, Kianna Davis

Dear Santa, 
My name is Olivia.
I am 5 years old.

This year I have been, nice.
These are three things I am wishing for, 

taBlet, LOL
I will set out cookies and milk for you on 

Christmas Eve.
From, Olivia

Dear Santa, 
My name is Jay.
I am 6 years old.

This year I have been, nice.
These are three things I am wishing for, 

hoverboard
I will set out cookies and milk for you on 

Christmas Eve.
From, Jay

Dear Santa, 
My name is Natalee.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
Kitcher set, LOL doll, WalkieTalkie

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, Natalee

Dear Santa, 
My name is JasOn.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
Hulb LOL Hulk, table, Taikie waikie

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, JasOn

Dear Santa, 
My name is Suri ZardTe.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
doll, bike, remote, tablet

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.

From, 

Dear Santa, 
My name is Nathan.

I am 5 years old.
This year I have been, nice.

These are three things I am wishing for, 
set hot wheel, x-box, candy, Remote car control

I will set out cookies and milk for you on 
Christmas Eve.
From, Nathan

MRS. EASLEY, MRS. RAPP 
AND MRS. MCCOY

Dear Santa, 
I want a  Kitchen set and a LoL doll

Love, 
Evelyn

Dear Santa, 
I wanT a  Sdicdcman rdcetrdoT

Love. 
Aqyton

Dear Santa, 
I want a Hot  wheel super  ultimute garage gorilla on it

Love, Amir

Dear Santa, 
I want LOLdoll Po8octk

Love, 
Nevaeh

Dear Santa, 
I want a  Barbiedoll anb cloths Tablet

Love, 
Mckenzie

Dear Santa, 
I want a Nintendo sWitch and a yo yo track

Love, 
Cassiel

Dear Santa, 
I want a robot and a walkie talkie

Love, 
Liliana

Dear Santa, 
I want a Remote car, yo yo, watch, Hot wheel car

Love, 
Daride

Dear Santa, 
I wont a wotch and a kitchenset

Love, 
Telon

Dear Santa, 
I want a spidrmand and foofdall

Love, 
Ethan

Dear Santa, 
I want a  Big toy doll Kitcheha set

LOL doll
Love,
Stacy

Dear Santa, 
I want a  Hallau and a  batman and DaD Nerf gun

Love, 
Nikalas

Dear Santa, 
I want a cpiermo kitchee

Love, 
Chase

Dear Santa, 
I want a car Hot Whee, Carahda Nintendo

Love,
Dante

Dear Santa, 
I want a  stuffed frog and a Tablet and Kitchen set

Love, Olive

Dear Santa, 
I want a  real motercycle skate boarte and fortnite

Love, 

Lane

Dear Santa, 
I Want a PaWPatral house and a  mcdonlalb toy

Kitchen set
Love, 

Kaleena

MRS. INMANS
KINDERGARTEN

Dear Santa,
My name is Geneveve

I have been very good this year. I  hope you bring me
1. LOLdoll
2. tablet

3. Bigtoydoll
I’ll set out cookies!

From, Genevieve Allen

Dear Santa,
My name is Kelsen

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. motorcycle

2. shoesw
3. Nintendo

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Kelsen

Dear Santa,
My name is Cayden

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. Nintendo Switch reay

2. nerFGUn
3. motorcycle

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Cayden

Dear Santa,
My name is Koleson

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. motoRcycle ReAl

2. WAlkie
3. NeRFGUN

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Koleson

Dear Santa,
My name is Aubrea

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. LOLdoll
2. YoYo
3. Doll

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Love

Dear Santa,
My name is Camiba

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. Lego

2. Nintendo Switch
3. candy

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, 

Dear Santa,
My name is Abigail

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. LOL

2. BArbieDoll MA
3. Doll

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Abigail

Dear Santa,
My name is Rhenley

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me

1. LOL boll
2. Nintendo chsWit

3. teldAt
I’ll set out Cookies!

From, Rhenley

Dear Santa,
My name is Strling

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. hctDw

2. CowreeHceceak
3. set kit notcSwitch
I’ll set out Cookies!

From, Sterling

Dear Santa,
My name is atnon

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1.car

2. tablet
3. Rcace

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, atnon

Dear Santa,
My name is Logan

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1.NeRF GUN

2. PnoPog
3. ikts

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Logan

Dear Santa,
My name is  

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. Barbie

2. slothllodolHone
3. PaWothm

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, AhasatzshiQ

Dear Santa,
My name is Trina Trish

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1.LOLdoll
2. Candy

3. Nintendo switch
I’ll set out Cookies!

From, Trina Mach Trish Mach

Dear Santa,
My name is noseyr

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. Real motorCYClYe

2. Plogstic
3. Biet

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Orgoll sero

Dear Santa,
My name is 

I have been very good this year. I hope you bring me
1. canby

2. Poogostick
3. Dinosar

I’ll set out Cookies!
From, Kynneloi

Dear Santa,
My name is Peighton

I have been very
good this year. I

hope you bring me
1. CanDY
2. TABlet

3. wiKieTAie
I’ll set out Cookies!

From, Peighton

MS. ALLEN
KINDERGARTEN

Dear Santa, 
My name is Lesley

I am 5 years old
This year I have been nice

these are three thing I am wishing for
LOL DOll

Barbi
e Hou

se
Barbie
CAr

I will set out cookies and milk for you on
Christmas Eve.
From, Lesley

Dear Santa, 
My name is Camari

I am 5 years old
This year I have been nice

these are three thing I am wishing for
Play

Kitchen
a PUPPy
LOL doll

I will set out cookies and milk for you on
Christmas Eve.
From, Camari

Dear Santa, 
My name is Dylan
I am 5 years old

This year I have been nice
these are three thing I am wishing for

Barbies
Stuffed rudolPh

BaBy cat
I will set out cookies and milk for you on

Christmas Eve.
From, Dylan

Dear Santa, 

Continued on Page 2

Cozy plans for future of 
former Opry revealed

By Suzanne Bardwell
Entertainer/entrepreneur Jackson Foltyn welcomed a mostly home-

town crowd Friday night for the reveal of his plans for the rebirth of 
the Gladewater Opry venue. A montage film of Foltyn’s performances 
introduced the audience to the wildly enthusiastic and talented Foltyn 
followed by his personal interaction with the crowd.

The fully renovated venue has big plans inked on the calendar for 
2022 that includes a slate of entertainment that will culminate next 
December with “Christmas at Graceland”. There will be nine other 
productions with Foltyn at the center including February’s kickoff 
with a romantic musical theme. Foltyn’s reveal film shared career 
performances which included bands, backup singers and complex 
stage design.

“Our goal is to make Gladewater the destination for music and 
entertainment,” Foltyn said. “Once people discover what this venue 
and Gladewater have to offer they will be back.”

Continued on Page 3

At the conclusion of Jackson’s Cozy Theatre reveal, new 
owner Jackson Foltyn presented Gladewater Museum 
Director Elaine Roddy with historic Gladewater Opry 
memorabilia. The Opry operated for 30 years entertaining 
generations of East Texans closing in March 2021.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

The 2021 Gladewater Chamber of Commerce/Citizens Bank 
Christmas Parade float winners are first place Gladewater 
Church of the Nazarene, second place Gladewater Primary 
School and third place Frontier Cowboy Church.  

Photos By the Gladewater Mirror

Santa shared some of his local 

letters with the Mirror so we 

could share them with you. We 

hope you enjoy them as much 

as we did!
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