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The Gladewater High School girls won the overall girls regional 3A championship crown 
Monday after the 4x100 and 4x200 relay teams (4X200 - Jerrica Gilmore, Paytin Thompson, 
Hadassah Balcorta, and Peyton Hunter, 4X100 - Jerrica Gilmore, Paytin Thompson, Kyla 
Lincoln and Peyton Hunter) both finished 1st and are both going to State, along with 
Peyton Hunter who finished 1st in 100 meter dash and Peytin Thompson who finished 
2nd in the 200 meter dash. Other GHS  athletes going to State are Karlee Moses in the 
shot put and Peyton Hunter in the Triple Jump, as well as Kingston Sheffield in the long 
jump and triple jump.
White Roughnecks headed to Austin in search of gold include: pole vaulter Kyle Priest,  
Logan Ludwig in the 200 meters, Jaxsen Ludlow in the 400 meters, Scott Britenberg in 
the 300 meter hurdles, and the 4x400 relay team of Kyler Williams, Logan Ludwig, Scott 
Britenberg, Jaxson Ludlow. Also competing will be Ally Tatum in the 1600 meters and 
3200 meters, Addison Saccoccio in the 300 meter hurdles, Bella Baker in discus, Addison 
Clinkscales in the high jump and Lizzy Still in pole vault.
Union Grove’s Jace Roberts will compete in the 300 meter hurdles in 2A at state, while 
Ava Wightman looks for gold in the 200 meters and Rylee Aiken will compete in the 200 
and 300 meter hurdles.

STATEBOUND!STATEBOUND!

GISD approves 4-day school week

Texas Tax-free holiday for emergency supplies begins
A wide range of emergency preparation supplies will be 

exempt from sales tax April 27-29. The total cost of the items 
must be less than $75 for most items on the list, such as batteries, 
fi rst aid kits, fl ashlights, tarps, and fi re extinguishers. 

Higher amounts are allowed for portable generators (less 
than $3,000) and emergency ladders and hurricane shutters 
(less than $300).

Natural disasters will continue to happen. Prepare yourself 
during the 2024 Emergency Preparation Supplies Sales Tax 
Holiday for emergencies that can cause physical damage like 

hurricanes, fl ash fl oods and wildfi res. You can purchase certain 
emergency preparation supplies tax free during the sales tax 
holiday. There is no limit on the number of qualifying items 
you can purchase, and you do not need to give an exemption 
certifi cate to claim the exemption.

This year’s holiday begins at 12:01 a.m. on April 27, and 
ends at midnight on April 29.

Some emergency preparation supplies that qualify for tax 
exemption if purchased for a sales price include:
Portable generators, Emergency ladders, Hurricane shutters, 

Axes, Batteries, single or multipack, Can openers - nonelectric, 
Carbon monoxide detectors, Coolers and ice chests for food 
storage – nonelectric, Fire extinguishers, First aid kits, Fuel 
containers, Ground anchor systems and tie-down kits, 
Hatchets, Ice products - reusable and artificial, Light sources 
- portable self-powered (including battery operated) candles, 
flashlights and lanterns.
    For a complete list of what qualifies for tax exemption and 
what doesn’t, go to the state comptroller’s website: https://
tinyurl.com/2c6fn4kp. 

By James Draper
Gladewater ISD will transition to a four-day school week 

with Mondays off beginning with the 2024-25 school year.
After months of dialogue about calendar options for the 

district – including internal committees, surveys, research, 
data, feedback, public comment and closed door debate – the 
fi nal decision came down to about a minute Monday evening.

Myriad details about the coming switch are still in fl ux, 
and GISD administrators have about three-and-a-half months 
to get all their ducks in a row before the new ‘24-25 start 
of school Aug. 6.

“We’ve got a lot of details to line out,” trustee Rickie 
Blackmon said, “but I think we’ve got a good team work-
ing on it.”

The district’s school board members kicked off their 
April 22 meeting as usual at 6 p.m. Monday evening and 
progressed steadily through a typical agenda in the GISD 
Administration Building on East Broadway. The seven trust-
ees and GISD Superintendent Dr. Sedric Clark adjourned 
to ‘Executive Session’ at 6:51 p.m. and returned from the 
closed discussion at 7:59 p.m.

Board President Ross Morgan noted the three options for 
the next school year’s calendar – A, the standard 5-day week; 
B, a 4-day week with Mondays off; and C, a Fridays-off, 
four-day plan.

At Morgan’s prompt, “I make a motion to approve Calen-
dar B,” board Vice President Jeff Cook said.

Seconded by board member Chris Thompson, the motion 

was unanimously-approved with no public discussion. A 
subsequent motion to adjourn received another 7-0 before 
8:01 p.m. and the meeting room emptied quickly of trustees, 
staffers and about 40 audience members.

Things are still in development, Morgan confi rmed; the 
board’s action Monday begins the planning phase in earnest.

“There’s a lot of questions. Part of it administration is 
going to have to work on,” Morgan said, taking input from 
faculty and staff members. “They will start working on 
some of that while they are still on campus and before they 
go home for summer.”

The evening’s closed session discussion “was really team-
building,” he added.

By James Draper
After another frustrating stretch for residents and workers alike, water 

once again began fl owing to scores of Gladewater homes last week.
Related boil water notices were subsequently lifted, the inciting pres-

sure problem has been identifi ed and, for now, the issue’s corrected – in-
terim City Manager Charlie Smith and his team know there will be more 
surprises in store as they work with contractors on an ongoing upgrade 
of the community’s outdated water and sewer infrastructure.

“It’s like a bad Christmas,” Smith said Friday, breathing a bit easier 
once local faucets were functioning again: “When you open that present, 
you don’t know what the heck you’re going to fi nd.”

Smith’s grateful to Miller Construction workers and City of Gladewater 
employees for their dogged work to diagnose the water cut-off that hit 
neighborhoods north and near the intersection of Gay and Hendricks 
Tuesday into Wednesday, April 16-17. The installation of a new 10-inch 
line instead of an antiquated main fi nally yielded results mid-week.

“After it was all said and done, the main problem that it ended up 
being,” Smith explained, “is there wasn’t enough pressure with the old 
line to push water on around. When they initiated that new line, we had 
all the pressure we needed.

“It was nobody’s fault. It happened like that… When they turned that 
other line on, it made a world of difference.”

One positive development during the diffi cult days was the discovery 
of another out-of-sight, out-of-mind water fi xture. In many instances, 
Gladewater’s buried lines are a mystery until they’re unearthed for repairs 
or replacement.

“This was one of those typical deals,” Smith added: “They found a valve 
under all that asphalt that nobody knew was there. It started shooting water 
straight down pipes. That helped everybody out on 2685. It’s a loop now. 

“That was just sheer luck.”
Importantly, these recent changes to the water infrastructure will ab-

solutely be logged, and the city’s doubling down on its commitment to 
push information out soonest via social media and news updates.

“Everything that we’re doing now is going to go to ETCOG and they’re 
going to do the GIS for us,” Smith said, getting maps up-to-date after 
years and decades of inadequate recordkeeping.

Notably, another project was soon in the works for the same area, 
rescheduled to April 24 so there would be only one day of interruptions 
as crews tied more lines into the system.

Water once again 
flowing after outage



Opinion/Commentary THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all 
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and 

to petition the government for a redress of grievances. 
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THE ECONOMIST
New Census data confi rms what many people around 

the state have observed – Texas metropolitan areas and the 
surrounding counties are seeing a notable population surge. 
The data (which refl ects estimated changes between July 1, 
2022 and July 1, 2023) provides an overview of the changes 
for local areas, and it is eye-opening!

Only about 60% of US counties 
gained population from 2022 to 2023. 
The Northeast continues to have more 
counties losing than gaining, and, for 
the fi rst time since 2020, the Midwest fi -
nally had more gainers than losers. The 
West is doing okay (led by Arizona), but 
it’s the South where growth is greatest 
and momentum is building. 

There are three components to popu-
lation change. The rate of natural 

increase refl ects births minus deaths, and in about 69% of 
US counties there was a natural decrease due to the aging 
population and historically low fertility rates. International 
migration is another important component, and 80% of 
counties saw at least some increase in this category. The 
big game changer is domestic migration, which is simply 
people moving around the country. Many of these folks are 
headed to Texas.

Eight of the 10 counties leading the nation by numeric 
change in 2023 were in Texas, including the top three. Harris 
County saw the largest gain, adding 53,788 residents, fol-

Suburban Surge

The Best of The Best of 
Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

Planted in love ...
Gary Borders Gary Borders 

Capital Capital HighlightsHighlights

Early voting underway in local elections
Early voting began Monday, April 22 for municipal, school 

board and various bond elections. It ends on April 30 with 
Saturday, May 4 being election day. What is on the ballot 
depends on where you live.

There are various ways to learn what is on the local ballot. 
One way is by going to the following link: https://tinyurl.
com/nhbyhnyu. This takes you to the Texas Tribune’s elec-
tion center, where voters can type in their address to fi nd out 
what is on their ballot.

In addition, most local newspapers and county election 
websites post notices of local elections.

Book-banning law gutted by appeals court
The key provisions of a law signed by Gov. Greg Abbott 

requiring booksellers to rate books for sexual content were 
gutted after the full 17-member court 5th Circuit Court of 
Appeals declined to reconsider an earlier decision, the San 
Antonio Express-News reported. The vote was 9-8 to let the 
earlier decision stand.

A group of independent booksellers joined with book 
associations to challenge the law, passed in the 2023 regu-
lar legislative session. The booksellers contended the law 
violated the First Amendment and would cause considerable 
harm to their operations. One owner said the law already has 
caused a chilling effect and resulted in lost orders.

“The damage to us is mitigated by the fact we don’t have 
to review every book and rate every book that we’ve sold 
to the school library,” Valerie Koehler, owner of Houston’s 
Blue Willow Bookshop and a lead plaintiff, said of the court’s 
decision. “But the damage has been done in terms of the 
libraries across the entire state have changed their policies 
in a way that makes it hard for new books to get in.” 

State Rep. Jared Patterson, R-Frisco, sponsored the bill 
and disagreed with the court’s decision.

“It’s incredibly disappointing that a majority of the 5th 
Circuit Court of Appeals sided with book vendors who 
push pornography on unsuspecting children in our public 
schools,” he wrote in a statement posted on social media. 

$100K daily fi ne for state halted
A $100,000 daily fi ne levied against the state for failing 

to implement fi xes to the state’s foster care system ordered 
by a federal judge was temporarily halted by the 5th Circuit 
Court of Appeals, the Statesman reported.

U.S. District Judge Janis Jack levied the fi nes last Monday 
after fi nding the state Health and Human Services Commis-
sion repeatedly failed to fully investigate abuse allegations 
in the foster care system.

Jack issued a 427-page ruling that listed dozens of cases 
where mistakes or delays in investigations resulted in chil-
dren going without treatment for physical and sexual abuse.

Houston attorney Paul Yetter, who has represented the 
plaintiffs since the case was fi led in 2011, condemned the 
state’s appeal. The stay means the fi nes will not be levied 
until the 5th Circuit Court considers the merits of the state’s 
appeal.

$6.4 billion for Texas chip factories
The Biden-Harris administration announced last week that 

it would grant $6.4 billion in direct funding for Samsung 
Electronics to expand its computer chip manufacturing and 
research cluster in Texas, the Associated Press reported. The 
money comes from the CHIPS and Science Act signed by 
President Joe Biden into law in 2022.

“The proposed project will propel Texas into a state-of-
the-art semiconductor ecosystem,” Commerce Secretary 
Gina Raimondo said on a call with reporters. She predicted 
the project in Taylor will create at least 17,000 construction 
jobs and more than 4,500 manufacturing jobs.

The funding will also expand an existing Samsung facility 
in Austin. The two factories being built in Taylor, about 45 
miles northeast of Austin, are expected to become opera-
tional in 2026 and 2027.

Senator John Cornyn commended the measure in a state-
ment Monday.

“By investing in leading-edge semiconductor manufac-
turing, we are helping secure this vulnerable supply chain, 
boosting our national security and global competitiveness, 
and creating new jobs for Texans,” Cornyn said. 

lowed by Collin County (36,364) and Montgomery County 
(31,800). Maricopa County, Arizona was fourth and Polk 
County, Florida was fi fth. The remainder of the top 10 were 
in Texas including Denton (29,943), Fort Bend (27,859), 
Bexar (27,488), Tarrant (27,301), and Williamson (24,918). 

Several of these counties (Collin, Denton, Williamson, 
and Fort Bend) also made the list of the highest level of net 
domestic migration. The suburban counties surrounding 
dynamic Texas urban centers are seeing substantial expan-
sion. Kaufman, Rockwall, Liberty, Chambers, Comal, and 
Ellis counties were among the 10 fastest growing in the US 
in percentage terms (for counties with populations of 20,000 
or more), with growth rates ranging from 7.6% to 4.9%. 

Taking a slightly larger geographic view, the Dallas-Fort 
Worth-Arlington metro area grew more than any other in 
the nation, up 152,598 for the year to top eight million. 
Houston-Pasadena-The Woodlands was second with 139,789 
new residents to exceed 7.5 million; this gain was twice that 
of third-ranked greater Atlanta.

It’s a vastly different story in many parts of the country 
including the Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago areas 
(among others), where people are leaving by the tens of 
thousands. An exodus of residents makes it almost impos-
sible to sustain a vibrant economy offering opportunities 
for advancement, which in turn leads more people to leave. 
Although growth certainly brings challenges that we must 
address, their loss is Texas’ gain. 

Stay safe!

My Blackland Prairie roots are calling me.
It is a beautiful spring day and I am stuck behind a computer 

with huge plate glass windows in front of me which frame 
the trees swaying in the wind. Even the dandelions growing 
through the cracks in the sidewalk in front of our offi ce look 
beautiful to me.

I want to put on my softest, oldest, holey jeans, my most 
well- washed t-shirt, and grab a spade and start digging. I want 
to plant rose bushes, caladium bulbs and anything bright. I want 
to bask in the sun and turn from a pasty-faced offi ce drone into 
the golden girl I used to be from hanging in the sunshine with 
dirt under my fi ngernails.

When I was a toddler to about 8-years old I spent a lot of time 
at my great-grandparents’ farm and I remember the fl owering 
plum trees, the huge fern that grew next to the house that sur-
vived winters that had snow drifts, the chinaberry tree over the 
chicken house that was the arsenal to the chinaberry wars my 
cousins and I enthusiastically fought with one another.

I remember my grandmother’s (Mam’maw’s) Day Lillies 
bloom- ing beside her home. When my grandparents passed 
away I dug up those bulbs and brought them to East Texas and 
planted them in what was our lawn next to a tree our son planted.

The Day Lillies had been planted on my grandparents’ farm 
way down in the mud, south of Mexia and moved with them 
to Retreat outside of Corsicana. I imagine that before that they 
were brought from Illinois in a covered wagon.

My Nanny Brown, the homemaker who became a widow at 
50 and a career nurse a short time later, always had Mimosa 
trees and a Magnolia, so I do as well. Nanny’s ‘people’ came 
to Texas by way of Oklahoma from Mississippi. I wish I had 
that accent. You know, the one that sounds like this: “I went 
down to the rivah but the watah was too cold to take a swim.”

So genteel.
I sound like a fi eld hand from the back 40 with my country 

accent. This wilted southern fl ower is so sad that she didn’t get 
the accent to go along with her grandmother instilled southern 
manners.

My Momma’s irises succumbed to drought before I could 
liberate them to East Texas although I do have a few of 
Mam’maws which were Mom’s Iris source as well, so maybe 
I do ‘have’ them after all.

I remember the fragrance of what my Great-Aunt Spike 
called tea roses. I have substituted Knockouts near my sidewalk 
which remind me of their perfume. Aunt Spike’s real name was 
Ida but my Daddy nicknamed her Spike when he was a kid 
in bib-overalls made out of fl our sacks. That nickname stuck 
through four generations. Everyone should be so lucky as to 
have an Aunt Spike.

The dirt I dig in here is red, not black.
But the memories remain regardless of the soil they are 

planted in. Roots cultivated by loving hands across the decades 
and generations. Roots that grow deep, deep, wherever they 
are planted.

The heirloom plants are just a reminder of where, and more 
importantly from whom, I came. From Illinois, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia and Virginia they made their way 
to Texas. Before that my people came from England, Scotland, 
Ireland, France and Germany as immigrants who came here to 
make a better life for their children.

And they did.
For those roots I am very, very grateful.

WORSHIP WEARINESS
   Malachi said Israel was weary, bored, and tired of worship. (Mal. 1: 13). It was 

too demanding and had become a grievous chore, rather than an exalted privilege; a 
burden instead of a blessing.

   Fast forward to today. Many want shorter sermons, with less Scripture and more 
wit; less identifi cation and exposure of sin, and smooth speech with less doctrinal 
content. People don’t want to be reminded of their sins. Calls for modesty, faithfulness, 
and godly living are held in disdain. Social drinking is justifi ed, sexual immorality is 
becoming the norm, and gambling is becoming epidemic. Entertainment has become 
our religion, and religion our entertainment! Many avoid Bible classes and worship 
services to do other things they desire. Instead of “seeking fi rst the kingdom of God” 
(Matt. 6: 33), such is way down the priority list.

   The prophet Isaiah echoed the same theme in Isaiah forty-three. In verse 22, God 
said: “But you have not called upon Me…and you have been weary of Me, O Israel.” 
Sadly, many of God’s people today have become weary of God’s ways and of the exer-
tion and effort necessary to serve Him. But, the sad thing about “worship weariness” 
is, it wearies God. In verse 24, God said: “But you have burdened Me with your sins, 
you have wearied Me with your iniquities.” 

   The Psalmist said: “I was glad when they said to me, let us go into the house of 
the Lord” (Ps. 122: 1). How much better off we would be today, if our attitude toward 
worship and service to God, was the attitude expressed in this psalm. Worship should 
not be a weariness or burden, but a joy, and an attitude of gladness for the opportunity 
to worship our God, the Creator of the world. Think on these things.

  Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING
GHS Class of ‘84
holding reunion

The Gladewater High 
School Class of 1984 will 
hold its 40th Class Reunion 
June 7-8, and organizers are 
inviting the GHS Classes of 
1981 through 1987 to join 
them alongside the teachers 
and staffers who broadened 
their minds through the years. 

For more information, call 
318-465-4149.

Oil Patch TRTA
 to meet

Oil Patch TRTA’s April 
meeting is set for 1:30 p.m. 
today at First Methodist 
Church, 217 W. Quitman 
Ave. in Gladewater, “as we 
come together to celebrate our 
collective years of dedication 
to education. We’re thrilled to 
announce that we’ll be hosting 
a special guest speaker, Deann 
Lee from Raise Your Hand 
Texas, to inspire us on our 
continued journey of making 
a difference in our schools 
and communities. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to reconnect, 
share experiences, and ex-
plore new ways to contribute 
to the fi eld we’re so passionate 
about.”

County library 
hosts storytime

Two books will be read 
to small children Thursday 
(April 25) at both of the 
Upshur County Library’s 
“Storytime” sessions in Gilm-

er.
“A Bad Case of Stripes” by 

David Shannon, and “That’s 
What Dinosaurs Do” by Jory 
John (illustrated by Pete Os-
wald) will be presented at the 
10 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. gather-
ings, said County Librarian 
Cynthia King.

A craft will follow each 

Storytime at the library, 702 
W. Tyler (which is also Texas 
154). For more information, 
call the library at (903) 843-
5001 or visit www.yousee-
more.com/upshur.

County cleanup 
set for April 27th
The Upshur County Com-

The Gladewater Area La-
dies Association (GALA) 
met April 16 at 6 p.m. at 
the Chamber of Commerce 
for their monthly meeting.  
The guest speaker was Net-
tie Patterson, a women’s 
conference speaker, author, 
singer, local baker and farm-
er.  She spoke on commu-
nity, service, rest and taking 
time to have a little fun.  
Mrs. Patterson also shared 
her faith and how the death 
of young-adult son, although 
a tragedy, was used by God 
to bring blessings and heal-
ing to many.

 Each month, GALA pres-
ents programs with guest 
speakers to educat, encour-
age and challenge mem-
bers and guests.  GALA 
welcomes women from all 
walks of life to join them 
at monthly meetings, the 
3rd Tuesday of each month.  
For more information, you 
may call Lois Reed at the 
Chamber at 903-845-5501

Gladewater Rotary Club’s Union Grove Students 
of the Month are Jenna Scott and Rowdy John 
Williams.

Interim Gladewater 
Police Chief Kyle 
Ready  presents the 
Life Saving Award to 
Officer John Freer 
April 18 during 
council members’ 
monthly meeting at 
City Hall. The night 
also included a Life 
Saving Award for 
GPD’s Kenan Laza, 
plus 5 Year Service 
Recognition for Freer 
and Jairo Arteaga.

missioners Court will host a 
free “County-Wide Cleanup” 
for county residents to dump 
certain items at the county’s 
rural pug mill Saturday, April 
27, announced Precinct 3 
County Commissioner Mi-
chael Ashley.

For information, call (903) 
680-8157 or (903) 738-5143.

Cherokee Rose 
Festival slated

The Gilmer Area Chamber 
of Commerce is seeking spon-
sors and vendors for the May 
18 annual Cherokee Rose Fes-
tival on the downtown square.

The event is set from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. For information call 
903-843=2413.

Seven-and-a-half hours is a long way to go for a 42 tourna-
ment, even for veteran player Dick Holland.

He made the trek to Gladewater, however, one of forty 
players in twenty paired teams 
who signed up for Saturday’s 
Nancy Burks Memorial 42 
Domino Tournament in the 
Gladewater Museum’s Rodeo 
Annex, part of East Texas 
Gusher Days 2024.

“When you live in Amarillo, 
you’re four hours from every 
tournament,” Holland quipped, 
“so you get pretty used to 
driving.

He understands the value a 
good 42 counterpart, though.

“When Anthony Williams, 
former mayor of Abilene, calls 
you and says, ‘I need a partner,’” Holland said, “here we are.”

The play paid off: the longest-traveling team notched fi rst 
place April 20, followed by (2nd) Trey Newsome & Jennifer 
Newsome in second, (3rd) Darrell Morgan & Jared Austin, 

BONE IDOL: Far-flung 42 players go home with top trophy
(4th) Gene Bennett & Ronnie Smith, (5th) Scott Kemp & 
Barbara Kemp and (6th) Charlotte Wyche & Trish Martin.

Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s Lois Reed was tick-
led at the turnout, especially 
after foul weather dampened 
other festivities on the Gusher 
Days schedule.

“To me, this collection of 
people, there’s no telling who 
they are!”

In fact, Holland said, 42 is 
offi cially the state table game 
of Texas as of legislative ac-
tion in May 2011. 

“It originated in Garner, 
Texas, just outside Mineral 
Wells,” recounted the visiting 
domino afi cionado and player 
of 60-plus years. “Two Pres-

byterian boys got in trouble because they were playing cards. 
Cards were sinful, so they went and fi gured out a card game 
with dominoes because dominoes were not sinful.

“I believe that it spread across Texas with the railroad.”

JUDGES’ CHOICE
‘74 Volkswagen MP

Tyrone DeHass, Trinity
BEST 1950-1979

‘56 Chevrolet Nomad
Bud Mahaffey, Gladewater, 

Rain can’t stop CASI Chili contest

GUSHER DAYS CAR SHOW WINNERS
BEST 1980 & UP

2000 Corvette C-5
Charles Farmer, Krum

BEST PICKUP 4x4
‘48 F1 Ford Truck 

David Bowling, Big Sandy

In spite of the heavy rains  
on Saturday, the CHILI 
APPRECIATION SOCI-
ETY INTERNATIONAL, 
INC. conducted its annual 
Gusher Days Chili Cook-
Off in downtown Glade-
water and Morris Moss of 
Garland took home the top 
prize.

Other Top 10 places went 
to John Daniels of Winona, 
Jerry Hunt of Shreveport, 
Richard Wallace of Jack-
sonville, David Trice of 
Hallsville, Pnut Trice of 
Hallsville, Ricky Powell of 
Shreveport, Pat Anderton 
of Royse City, Michael 
Webber of Gladewater, and 
Janet Nash of Shreveport. 

Showmanship Winners 
included: Team Blu Bon-
nett of Winona with Cap-

tain Pam Daniels, Team 
Cherry Bomb of Shreveport 
with Captain Cherry Pow-

ell, and Team Dr. Dave’s 
Voodoo Stew of Shreveport 
with Captain David Trice.
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LEGAL
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

STATE OF INDIANA      )
                                      ) SS:

COUNTY OF WAYNE   )
IN THE WAYNE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT

CAUSE NO. 89C01-2311-GU-000105

IN RE: THE GUARDIANSHIP OF: KAYDENCE 
DANIEL COATES, a minor child 

 DARRIN and DENISE COATES, Petitioners
TO: JEREMY R. COATES, father

 NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITIONERS’ 
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIANSHIP OF MINOR 

A Petition for Appointment of Permanent 
Guardianship of said Minor has been filed by 
thepersons named as the Petitioners above.

Hearing on Petition for Appointment of Permanent 
Guardianship of Minor has been set for hearing on 
the 8th day of May, 2024 at 2:30 p.m., with Judicial 

Officer Amy Drake. 

You must answer the Petition within thirty (30) days 
after the first notice of this action is published or 

judgment may be entered for what Petitioners seek.

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the Texas 

Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a WINE AND 
MALT BEVERAGE RETAILER’S OFF-PREMISE 

PERMIT (BQ) by WHITE OAK PETROLEUM LLC 
dba ROUGHNECK CENTER, to be located at 313 
S WHITE OAK RD, WHITE OAK, TX 75693. The 

Officers of said corporation are DEVENDRA 
BHANDARI (MANAGING MEMBER/OWNER), 
MANOJ KC (MANAGING MEMBER/OWNER), 
SANJAYA PANDEYA (MANAGING MEMBER/

OWNER) and TUK RAJ NEUPANE (MANAGING 
MEMBER/OWNER).TexSCAN Week of 

April 21-27, 2024
ACREAGE

Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some 
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West 
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS
Farm, Ranch & Construction Equipment, Cattle & 
Surplus from Bellville ISD Auction – Sat., April 27 at 
9 a.m. 1036 S. FM 331, Sealy, onsite & online bidding. 
Tractors, trucks, trailers, livestock equip., construction 
equip., misc. Bellville ISD surplus will sell online - (2) 
buses, (2) zero turn mowers, tools (7) Smart Boards, 
cafeteria equipment, (19) CPU, (23) computer moni-
tors & more. www.switzerauction.net, 979-885-2400. 

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELL PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

EVENT
Lamesa – Chicken Fried Steak Festival, April 26-28, 
Lamesa, TX. More than 100 booths, live music Fri. & 
Sat., volleyball tournament, car & motorcycle show, 
children’s story time, pet costume contest, petting 
zoo, parade, 5K run, worship service, carnival games, 
team roping, tumblers & dancers, Mister and Miss 
Chicken Fry Pageant. For registration forms and more 
information go to www.ci.lamesa.tx.us or call 806-
872-2124 ext. 322.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
we’re cutting installation costs in half and offering a 
FREE safety upgrade!Additional terms appl y. Subject 
to change and vary by dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24. Call 
1-855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC – Timeshare 
Cancellation Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP:  A small amount 
of water can lead to major damage to your home. Our 
trusted professionals dry out ythe wet area and do 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
If you have water in your home that needs to be dried, 
call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call! 

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
221 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

The City of White Oak plans to apply for 
the 2022 Resilient Communities Program 
(RCP) through the Texas General Land 
Office (GLO) Community Development 
& Revitalization. Therefore, the City is 
soliciting proposals to provide adminis-
tration and/or planning services for RCP 
contract(s), if awarded. Please submit 3 
hard copies and/or an electronic copy of 
your proposal of services and a statement 
of qualifications for the proposed services 
to the address below: City of White Oak, 
Attn _Kristine Toon__, 906 S White Oak 
Rd, Whtie Oak, Texas75693, citysec-
retary@cityofwhiteoak.com. Proposals 
must be received by the City no later than 
05/09/2024 by 3PM to be considered. The 
City reserves the right to negotiate with 
any and all individuals or firms that sub-
mit proposals and may award one or more 
contracts to one or more service provid-
er(s). Section 3 Residents and Business 
Concerns, Minority Business Enterprises, 
Small Business Enterprises and Women 
Business Enterprises, and Labor Surplus
Area firms are encouraged to submit 
proposals. The City of White Oak is an 
Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer. Servicios de traducción están dis-
ponibles por peticion.

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

CITY OF WHITE OAK

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 6/30/2024.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  - 
valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579 to 
schedule your free quote!

Continued from Page 1

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with the Texas 
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Wine and 
Malt Beverage Retailer’s Permit by Uppsala Events 
LLC, to be located at 14200 County Road 3104, 
Gladewater, Smith County, Texas. Officers of said 
corporation Gregory Casella owner. 

GISD approves 4-day school week
“We talked just as much about why we’re making this de-

cision and what other things we can do,” he noted. Teacher 
retention and teacher recruitment remain key factors in the 
decision-making. “Some of that closed session we spent 
talking about other things we should be doing. This is just 
one of many.”

 The evolving plan is for individual campus committees to 
contribute to the development of the school’s strategy for a 
four-day week. Those discussions will kick-start immediately.

“We’re not starting from a clean slate,” Clark said Tuesday. 
“We do have other districts that have done this before, and 
we’re going to use their information and what they have done, 
but of course we’re going to modify it to meet the needs of 
our community.”

Broadly, in order to cut Mondays from the traditional school 
week, the school year starts about a week earlier (moving 
from Aug. 12 to Aug. 6) and ends a week later, shifting from 
May 20 to May 29.

“It’s a little longer,” Morgan said, “and the school day is 

40 minutes longer as proposed. A few holidays are shorter.”
The district’s transportation department and others will need 

to weigh in before offi cially setting the start and end times 
for the school day.

“We know we’re going to add 40 minutes to the day,” Clark 
agreed. “We haven’t put a defi nite time out yet because we’re 
going to be talking to all our entities.”

The district has teacher vacancies that need to be fi lled with 
more strong candidates, Clark said, and the schedule change 
is a step in the right direction.

“I’m excited that we’re moving in a direction that will, 
hopefully, put better applicants for positions in front of our 
administrators which will eventually put better teachers in 
front of our students,” he continued. “We have great teachers 
in our district, but for the open positions, hopefully this will 
draw some of the best to look at us.”

 After Monday’s news of the looming schedule change, 
some residents are curious if it means school taxes will 
decrease.

“That one’s out of the blue,” Clark replied. “I don’t have 

an answer for that. We’re still going to pay our teachers the 
same right of pay.”

As for common questions about daycare options for the day 
off, “We will have some solutions laid out before we go home 
at the end of this school year. That’s what we’re working on 
between now and graduation: questions from parents and to 
give them as many options as we can.”

The district’s nutrition outreach, the Backpack Program of 
Gladewater, is another facet that will evolve with the schedule 
change.

“That’s another party we’re going to reach out to as we 
move forward,” Clark said. “They’ve worked with us for 
years helping to meet the needs of our kids. I’m sure they’ll 
continue doing what they need to do to help us.”

As for extracurriculars, he added, the only real impact is 
that Mondays won’t have school.

“That’s going to be resolved rather quickly,” Clark said, and 
the goal’s the same for other to-be-determined details: “Our 
goal with all of this of this is to defi nitely have it answered 
and have it published in time for school.”
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By Tyler Sutton

“Coot’s Corner”
By Coot Putley

Baseball is tough to predict.  
On any given night any team 
can win.  But Major League 
Baseball has a 162 game 
schedule, so the full season 
separates the good teams from 
the bad.  

These predictions will be 
based on what team rosters 
look like now but recognizing 
that midseason trades will take 
place.  We also realized that 
a key injury can change the 
picture completely.  

Teams are already dealing 
with season-ending surgeries 
to players like Shane Bieber 
and Spencer Strider.  With 
these thoughts in mind, here 
is the cootradamus forecast for 
this season.

AL East 
1.  Baltimore – the best all-

around team in the American 
League.                                                                                            

2.  New York – Juan Soto 
has an MVP quality year, and 
the Yankees make some big 
acquisitions in July.

3.  Tampa Bay – Every year 
I think they’re going to slide to 
the back of the pack, but their 
system works, and they man-

No wagering, please ...
age to stay competitive.         

4.  Toronto – Last year’s big-
gest disappointment continues 
to tread water.  Some exciting 
players but can’t seem to get 
it together.

5.  Boston – Not really 
that bad a team but not good 
enough to contend in this 
division.

AL Central   
1.  Minnesota – Best start-

ing rotation in the Central and 
a decent lineup should keep 
them at the top.                                                                                                                                            

2.  Kansas City – The sur-
prise team in the American 
League.  Led by superstar 
Bobby Witt Jr., the Royals 
contend for a wild card berth.                                                                                                                                          

3.  Cleveland – This fran-
chise has an uncanny ability to 
develop pitching.  As a result, 
they are always competitive.                                                                                                                                    

4.  Detroit – A good young 
roster but still not quite 
ready to take the next step.                                                             
5.  Chicago – What a mess.  
This is a bad team that doesn’t 
appear to have a plan to get 
better.                 

AL West
1.  Houston – Really hope 

I’m wrong on this pick.  They 
are fi nally showing signs of 
running out of their seemingly 
unending supply of pitchers, 
but I have this sinking feeling 
they’ve got enough left to win 
the division one more time.

 2.  Texas – Still has an 
awesome lineup but may fall 
a little short.  Of course, re-
member 2023.  They didn’t 
win the west, but it turned 
out pretty good in the end!                                                                                                           
3.  Seattle – They keep remod-
eling their line up but can’t get 
enough offense to support their 
good pitching staff.                                                                                                                                          

4.  Los Angeles – Ron Wash-
ington will improve the team’s 
culture and the Angels will be 
relevant, but Mike Trout still 
won’t be in the playoffs.                                                                                                                                       

5.  Oakland – You have to 
feel sorry for the players on 
the A’s.  There is so much to 
be said about this franchise that 
it deserves a whole column.  
Stay tuned.

Next week I’ll share my 
thoughts on the National 
League.

That’s one man’s opinion.  
What’s yours?

Sports Roundup ...
Gladewater, White Oak 

and Union Grove baseball 
and softball continued to 
make their playoff pushes 
or ended their seasons this 
week as they once again had 
to dodge the rain drops.

Gladewater baseball had 
one great week as they com-
pleted a series sweep of rival 
White Oak and clinched a 
spot in the playoffs. 

Starting on Tuesday night 
as the Bears offense ex-
ploded in a 12-2 win. Mason 
Budro worked fi ve innings 
on the hill for the win, strik-
ing out four, walking three 
and giving up one earned 
run. Aubry Floyd walked 
three times and drove in 
three runs for Gladewater. 
Hayden Torres singled and 
added two RBI. Preston 
Bohanon had two walks and 
two RBI, and Sean Burke 
singled and plated one run. 

Then on Friday night, it 
was a pitchers duel through-
out but the Bears came away 
with a 4-2 victory. And 
with that win, Gladewater 
clinched a playoff birth and 
could fi nish as high as sec-
ond in the district depending 
on the results of their fi nal 
regular season game. 

The Bears are now 13-10 
on the season and 4-3 in 
district play. 

Gladewater was set to 

wrap up the regular season 
on Tuesday with their senior 
night game against Hughes 
Springs. They then will learn 
of their playoff opponent 
later in the week. 

The Lady Bears softball 
team wrapped up their sea-
son with one final home 
game on Tuesday on senior 
night as they hosted rival 
White Oak and fell 17-0. 

Gladewater finishes the 
season at 5-17 and 0-10 in 
district play.

White Oak baseball had 
2 pivotal games this week 
against rival Gladewater as 
seeding in district was up 
for grabs and it didn’t go 
the RoughNecks way as they 
lost both games. 

On Tuesday the Bears 
jumped out early and didn’t 
look back in a 12-2 win. 
Moving to Friday, it was a 
back and forth contest but 
Gladewater pulled it out at 
the end 4-2. The two losses 
drop White Oak to 12-11 and 
5-4 in district play and into 
third place. 

The RoughNecks were to 
wrap up their regular season 
on Tuesday as they make a 
trip to Daingerfi eld. 

The LadyNecks softball 
team were able to accom-
plished one of their sea-
son goals on Tuesday as 
they wrapped up a perfect 
district record and district 
championship as they easily 

defeated rival Gladewater 
17-0 on the road. 

Coach Blankenship’s team 
fi nishes the regular season 
24-5 and 10-0. 

They will now open up 
the playoffs with a best of 3 
series vs Tatum starting on 
Thursday at 6 p.m. at Spring 
Hill’s Panther park.

The Union Grove baseball 
team continued to fi ght for a 
playoff spot this week with 
2 crucial games in district 
play. On Tuesday, the Lions 
fell behind early and never 
could rally as they fell to 
Harleton 14-0. 

Union Grove’s game that 
was scheduled for Friday 
against Hawkins was pushed 
back fi rst to Saturday and 
then again to Monday be-
cause of rain. 

Union Grove is now 10-9 
and 7-8 in district play. 

Besides the game in 
Hawkins on Monday, they 
will wrap up the regular 
season with two home games 
one on Tuesday vs New 
Summerfi eld and one Friday 
against Leverette’s chapel. 
Which is senior night. 

The Lady Lions wrapped 
up their season on Tuesday 
as they went 1-1 with a 5-2 
win over New Summerfi eld 
and a 6-1 loss on Friday to 
Carlisle. 

The Lady Lions finish 
4-19 on the season and 2-9 
in district play.

Two teams from White Oak competed in THSBA 
Regional Tournament on Lake Tawakoni, 
Saturday, April 13th. The senior team of Shawn 
Stevens and Masen Riley finished out very 
successful high school fishing career just shy of 
qualifying for another appearance in the state 
tournament. The team of Brayden Elliott and 
Gavin Burch finished in 48th place out of over 200 
teams. Elliott and Burch qualified for the THSBA 
State Tournament on Lake Palestine, May 18 and 
19 next month. Everyone associated with the 
White Oak Fishing Team wishes them the best of 
luck as they compete in the two day event.

Courtesy Mike Gilbert

Texas Girls 
Coaches Assoc.

State Softball Poll
April 22, 2024

Class 1A/2A
1.   Shiner 19-2
2.   Riesel 25-3-1
3.   Como-Pickton 28-3
4.   Crawford 21-4
5.   Groveton 23-4-1
6.   Forsan 19-6-1
7.   Graford 19-2
8.   Three Rivers 26-4
9.   Seymour 13-4
10. Electra 17-2
11. Kaufer 17-5-1
12. Evadale13-0
13. Floydada 22-5-1
14. Italy 23-7
15. Trenton 18-9
16. Bangs 18-8
17. Beckville 24-5-2
18. Brookeland 18-3
19. Haskell 15-3
20. Alba-Golden 18-4-1

Class 3A
1.   Coahoma 24-0
2.   Hallettsville 31-2
3.   Jacksboro 28-3
4.   Llano 19-2
5.   Franklin 31-2-1
6.   Queen City 20-3
7.   Rains 25-5-1
8.   Grandview 20-2
9.   White Oak 24-5
10. Kountze 30-5
11. Troy 21-6-2
12. Huntington 18-4
13. Bushland 24-4-1
14. Blue Ridge 21-3
15. Clyde 25-5
16. Hooks 22-5-1
17. Shallowater 20-6
18. Van Vleck 19-3-1
19. Coldspring-Oakhurst 21-4
20. Blooming Grove 20-5

Class 4A
1.   Liberty 30-1
2.   Godley 25-3-1
3.   Nevada Community 27-1-1
4.   Cuero 28-1-1
5.   Corpus Christi Calallen 25-2
6.   Salado 28-1
7.   Van 29-2
8.   Krum 28-2-1
9.   Fredericksburg 29-5
10. Snyder 25-2-1
11. Monahans 20-9
12. Needville 26-6-1
13. Aubrey 26-4
14. Sanger 28-5
15. Bullard 25-5-1
16. Floresville 21-7-1
17. Andrews 16-5
18. Dumas 22-4-2
19. Bridge City 23-10-1
20. Columbia 23-6
21. LaFeria 18-5
22. Caldwell 25-8
23. Gilmer 18-10
24. Canton 22-8
25. Sinton 21-7-1
25. Robinson 26-7

White Oak Ladyneck Softball
15-3A Undefeated District Chamipons (10-0)

Get the most 
out of your lawn 
this spring.

TruGreen® experts have designed over  
50 regionally-based lawn programs  

based on local variables such as climate, 
soil, weeds, insects, and grass types.

Call for your FREE,  
no-obligation  
quote today!

1-888-653-4935

TruGreen will gladly visit  
your property as needed 
between scheduled visits  
to ensure your satisfaction◆

Our TruGreen Lawn Assessment will 
examine your grass and soil types and  
tailor your plan based on the results.†

Our tailored lawn plans utilize the latest 
technology and techniques that help  
make your lawn green and healthy.

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential 
EasyPay, MonthlyPay, or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of 
services and/or products may vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with 
any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. 
◆Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2024 TruGreen 
Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

50%
OFF*

Save now with

Your First Application

By James Draper
Pickleball, the country’s fastest-grow-

ing pastime, is poised to put down roots 
at Lake Gladewater, and city council 
members seem ready to pick up a paddle.

No action was taken during their 
monthly meeting April 18, but the group 
gave an unoffi cial nod to pending reno-
vation of the tennis courts at Garland P. 
Ferguson Park following a presentation 
from Ofc. Tyler Sorrells. He was repre-
senting both the Gladewater Police Of-
fi cers Association and the newly-formed 
Gladewater Pickleball Club to publicize 
their partnership on the plan.

“I’ve only recently begun my obsession 
with this sport… There’s an extremely 
high demand for places to play,” said Sor-
rells, son of council member (and fellow 
pickleball player) Teddy Sorrells. The 
offi cers are keen to pick up the project 
as an outreach to residents, he added: “I 
want to show the community that we care 
about the people here, and I also want to 
encourage active and healthy lifestyles.”

The game’s been around since the 
late-1980s, Sorrells noted, but it’s seen 
an incredible surge in interest.

According to a range of statistics, the 
participation in the sport has grown by 50 
to 150 percent annually in recent years. 
Approximately 36.5 million Americans 
played the game at least once in the past 
year according to the 2023 APP Pickleball 

Grassroots group courts pickleball players 
with plan to re-craft lake’s tennis complex

Participation Report.
“Pickleball is a game played with a 

wiffl eball and a paddle that is similar to 
both tennis and ping pong,” the 31-year-old 
Sorrells explained, proposing renovation 
of the existing 118- by 58-foot slab at the 
lake park into four 20x44 pickleball courts. 
Once completed, it’s aimed to be the second-
largest professionally-crafted complex of its 
kind in this area: “People will come from all 
over the area to play at our courts.”

The project has a fundraising goal of 
$15,000, with several thousand already 
committed from the police association 
and private donors. Sorrells anticipates 
construction can be completed in the next 
couple of months.

“We don’t want to just renovate the court, 
we want to make it look nice as well. I be-
lieve we are ready to get started whenever 
the blessing is given.”

He got as much Thursday night, with 
Mayor Scott Owens noting no action was 
set for the council as the grassroots project 
can be handled in coordination with interim 
City Manager Charlie Smith.

“Sounds great to me,” Owens said.
“Thank you for spearheading this and bring 

it to Gladewater,” council member Brandy 
Flanagan added. “It’s going to be great.”

With tennis courts still available to the 
public through Gladewater ISD, council 
member Rocky Hawkins said, “If they’re 
open, I say go for it.”
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison
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ACROSS

DOWN

  1  ___ Performance 
      Hall in Fort Worth
  5  TXism: “best I ever
      wrapped _  ___  
      around”
  6  French explorer in
      Texas: Sieur __
      __ Salle
  7  George H. W. to 
      George W.
  8  LBJ’s choice for
      Chief Justice of
      the U.S. Supreme 
      Court:  ___ Fortas
  9  TXism: “covered 
      like fur __  _  ___”
15  type of Dr. Pepper
16  TXism:
      “worthless as _
      ____-____ flush”
19  divided by two
      (2 wds.)
21  TXism: “never let
      ‘__  ___ you
      sweat”
22  box with perforated
      top for perfume
27  what Christ said 
      on the cross  
      meaning “My God”
28  unemployed Texan
      _____  _  job  
29  TXism: “____  __
      shooting” (certain)
30  TXism: “use your 
      head for something  
      besides a ___ 
      ____”
32  TX Janis Joplin
      died of this (abbr.)
33  TX Larry McMurtry
      wrote “__  _  
      ______ Grave”
36  cole ____
37  Larry, Curly & ___
38  TXism: “run it by a
      ______” (finalize)
39  persistence

  1  TX Jimmy Dean’s
      “Big ___ John”
  2  TX eatery: “Steak
      and ___”
  3  in Hardin County
      on U.S. 96
  4  TXism: “don’t 
      _____  ___  
      ______!” (hurry)
  8  TXism: “thinking
      ____ doing”
  9  Jerry got “right __ 
      _____  _______”   
      clause in Emmitt’s
      1993 contract

41  entrants at Texas
      Motor Speedway, e.g.
44  TXism: “you’re 
      preaching __  ___
      choir”
45  “Giant” actress (init.)
46  roof overhang
47  Gen. Robert _  ___
48  historic “________  
      Opera House” in
      Columbus

51  fully growed Texan
52  TXism: “busy 
       __  _ bartender 
      on pay day”
53  Dallas suburb: 
      ___ Colinas
54  deer-like animal
      in West Texas  

10  TXism: “__ hill for 
      a stepper” (doable)
11  gold symbol
12  content of small
      Texas stream
      (2 wds.)
13  Troy Aikman was
      spokesperson for
     Fort Worth based
      ____ Brick
      company
14  chore
15  TXism: “____  _  
      ___ dog stink?
      (yes)
16  TXism: “he’s got  
      _  ___ of arrows 
      in his quiver” 
      (capable)
17  relieve again
18  good shooter,
      in slang

20  what the Texas 
      legislature can
      enact (2 wds.)
22  40th governor,
      Preston (init.)
23  “yep” or “si,” in
      France
24  coffee container
25  TX cowboy Gay,
      TX infielder
      Charlie, and
      actress Patricia
26  fancy appetizer

28  read quickly but
       not thoroughly
31  dark pub beers
34  Tex Ritter 1948 hit:
      “___ Whiskey”
35  TXism: “about as
      clear as ___  
      River mud”
      (unclear)
37  small contribution
40  TXism: “playing
      with a ____ deck”  
      (unlucky)
42  fancy “adios” 
43  in Jasper County
      on U.S. 96
49  flat container for 
      “rot gut”
50  extra play for the
      Mavericks (abbr.)
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Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m.-noon

Thomas Cash, Owner

Last Puzzle
 Solution

S-1686

       B A S S
       A L I P
       D E L A
         S R
        A B E   O N A C A T
       D I E T  A F O U R C A R D
       O N E H A L F   E M S E E
  P O U N C E T  E L O I  S E E K S A
  S U R E A S   H A T R A C K   O D
   I N A N A R R O W  S L A W  M O E
     L A W Y E R   T E N A C I T Y
     S P E E D S T E R S  T O T H E
      E T   E A V E   E L E E
          S T A F F O R D
           A D U L T
            A S A
            L A S
            E L K       

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist • 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist • 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist • 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 

First Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 
Friendship Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 

Gladeview Baptist • 903-845-3842 
Gladewater Missionary Baptist • 903-845-5174 

Grace Baptist • 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist • 903-845-5174 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist • 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist • 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist • 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church • 903-806-2411 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871

North Loop Church of Christ • 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Christ • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church • 903-845-2306 
CHARISMATIC

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran • 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First Methodist Church Gladewater • 903-845-2565 
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Starrville Methodist • 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist • 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church • 281-682-3397 

NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 
Grace Tabernacle Church • 903-309-8801 

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 

Northside Pentecostal 
Abundant Life Temple • 903-845-6043 

Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) 
PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyterian • 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship 

Gladewater Revival Church 
Living Hope Fellowship • 903-261-2023 

Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 
Union Temple CME Church • 903-845-1050 

OTHER 
Starrville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3220 

Friendship Community Church 
Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195

Pastor Steven Zanjter

Gladewater
MirrorMirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Shares Food Pantry in downtown 

Gilmer is seeking more volunteers to serve a growing number 
of needy individuals seeking help.

The pantry recently held a small gathering of community 
leaders and others at the Silver Alley Event Center to explain 
its work, its needs, and its plans for building a new $150,000 
home near the First Methodist Church.

In a written statement, Mel Small, who heads the pantry, 
said the operation was helping about 300 families monthly 
at the start of 2022, but that the number leaped to more than 
400 by year’s end and to about 600 in 2023. 

Located on Buffalo Street, one half block west of the 
Upshur County Courthouse, the pantry is open Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Anyone wishing 
to volunteer or contribute to it can come by during that time, 
and its mailing address is P.O. Box 281, Gilmer 75644.

Rick Lively, a volunteer at the pantry who read Small’s 
statement to the recent meeting, expressed concern that cur-
rent volunteers range in age from 75 to well into their 80s.

Said Small’s statement, “Many of us have been around 
a long time and realized we will need to bring in and train 
new volunteers, iincluding our replacements, as some of us 
are approaching the point where we may no longer be able 
to perform the services we have been performing.”

The statement said that in addition to needing volun-
teers and a new location, the 501.c.3 charitable organiza-
tion is concerned about “the increase in cost of food for 
distribution”--a 20-30% rise.

Upshur food pantry needs help
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MOBILE SERVICE

MUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
903-360-8392

MANICURES, PEDICURES & ACRYLIC NAILS AND TOES
@polishmeprettybydivadee

GET YOUR BUSINESS 
NOTICED HERE!

CALL 903-845-2235   
JUST $15/WEEK FOR 

13 WEEKS

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater
Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Partnering throughout the years to 
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101 
Gladewater, TX 75647 
903-845-6680

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235   JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

855-493-3803

NO HIDDEN FEES.  
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING. 
Plans start at just $20/month.

GPD Activity ReportGPD Activity Report
ILLEGAL DUMPING 20242017 12:39 1761 S TYLER TYLER ST

ALARM/OTHER 20242018 13:50 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20242019 15:33 1614 N RODEO N RODEO

EMS 20242020 15:47 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

FIRE DEPT 20242021 17:05 UNION GROVE UNION GROVE ST

RUNAWAY 20242022 17:49 CHURCH OF CHRIST 1000 N LOOP 485 LOOP 485

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242023 19:09 600 N POST ST N POST ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242025 20:44 DOLLAR GENERAL 1621 N MAIN MAIN ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242026 21:27 521 MELBA MELBA AVE

ALARM/MALFUNCTION 20242027 22:34 SKIPPERS PIER 103 N MAIN MAIN ST

ALARM/OTHER 20242028 23:33 SUBWAY 106 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

4/18/24 MISCELLANEOUS 20242029 1:18 2400BLK VESTA VESTA AVE

ALARM/OTHER 20242031 2:07 ELEVATE CHURCH 401 N LEE LEE ST

ANIMAL CONTROL 20242032 6:21 130 N LEE LEE

EMS 20242033 6:17 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 20242034 11:44 305 S COOPER COOPER ST

ASSIST 20242035 13:54 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 20242036 15:09 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20242037 17:06 114 JEANETTE JEANETTE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242038 18:34 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

BURGLARY/HABITATION 20242039 18:45 500 MELBA MELBA AVE

SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20242040 18:49 SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ASSIST 20242041 19:27 1006 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

EMS 20242042 21:09 REGENCY INN AND SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

EMS 20242043 21:57 REGENCY INN AND SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

ALARM/OTHER 20242044 22:32 314 E SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST

WARRANT 20242045 22:49 1800BL E BROADWAY BROADWAY

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20242046 23:12 GLADE GLADE AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242047 23:21 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

4/19/24 ABANDONED VEHICLE 20242048 3:01 AJ S FAST STOP EXXON 1708 N MAIN MAIN ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242049 3:12 803 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20242051 3:39 803 EAST LAKE DRIVE EAST LAKE DRIVE

BURGLARY/VEHICLE 20242052 7:17 801 N RODEO RODEO ST

ESCORT 20242053 8:33 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 300 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

FIRE DEPT 20242054 8:46 597 BRIARWOOD BRIARWOOD

EMS 20242055 8:50 JULIAWOOD HOMES 42 JULIAWOODS JULIAWOODS
EMS 20242056 9:25 1102 SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO 20242057 10:52 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ASSIST 20242058 11:04 403 N LIVE OAK LIVE OAK

EMS 20242059 11:26 CHRISTUS TRINITY CLINIC 1600 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20242060 11:54 1017 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

EMS 20242061 12:25 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ASSIST 20242062 13:03 BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 20242063 15:03 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 20242065 16:58 1008 CHEVY CHASE ST CHEVY CHASE ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242066 17:00 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 3601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20242067 17:27 343 SHEPHERD LANE SHEPHERD LANE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242068 17:40 SECURITY FINANCE 103 E PACIFIC PACIFIC ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20242069 18:11 204 EDDIE ST EDDIE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20242070 18:31 408 W QUITMAN QUITMAN

RUNAWAY 20242071 18:48 809 NORHT ST NORHT ST

ALARM/OTHER 20242072 19:18 2302 W LAKE W LAKE

BURGLARY/VEHICLE 20242074 20:00 2302 WOODBINE WOODBINE

4/20/24 EMS 20242078 0:44 1508 N DAISEY DAISEY ST

EMS 20242079 3:32 114 JEANETTE JEANETTE AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20242080 3:58 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

ASSIST 20242081 6:13 343 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD LN

ALARM/OTHER 20242082 8:54 2201 W GAY GAY

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20242083 11:32 SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20242084 11:38 204 EDDY EDDY ST

ABANDONED 911 20242086 11:56 505 N FERRY FERRY ST

ALARM/OTHER 20242088 13:32 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20242089 13:52 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP

MISCELLANEOUS 20242090 14:31 ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20242091 14:34 343 SHEPPARD SHEPPARD LN

EMS 20242092 15:07 60 WELDON HOMES WELDON HOMES

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242093 15:11 275 MCKINLEY MCKINLEY ST

ABANDONED 911 20242094 15:18 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20242097 16:58 FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20242099 18:13 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

FIRE DEPT 20242100 18:33 SUBWAY 106 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

FIRE DEPT 20242103 20:00 54 JULIAWOODS JULIAWOODS

CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

4/14/24 EMS 20241936 0:01 201 WALTON WALTON

EMS 20241937 1:56 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

THEFT 20241938 2:19 1027 SANDERS SANDERS

MISCELLANEOUS 20241939 4:36 1210 E MARY MARY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20241940 9:00 D AND S COMMUNITY SERVICES 2402 WOODBINE WOODBINE ST

FIRE DEPT 20241941 9:44 1402 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20241942 10:37 805 COUCH COOKSEY COUCH COOKSEY

MISCELLANEOUS 20241943 10:42 943 SANDERS SANDERS

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20241945 12:02 943 SANDERS SANDERS

ALARM/OTHER 20241947 12:31 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20241948 14:40 2803 ELIJA ELIJA ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20241949 15:26

ABANDONED 911 20241951 16:22 158 MCNEESE MCNEESE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20241952 17:02 PHILLIPS SPRING PHILLIPS SPRING

RECKLESS DRIVING 20241954 17:33 271 271

RECKLESS DRIVING 20241955 18:56 271 271

MISCELLANEOUS 20241958 20:03

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20241959 20:16

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20241960 21:48 506 PHILLIPS PHILLIPS DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20241962 22:26

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20241963 22:41 1215 PHILLIPS SPRING PHILLIPS SPRING

MISCELLANEOUS 20241964 22:41 595 BRIARWOOD BRIARWOOD ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20241965 23:26 1407 E VIOLA VIOLA ST

4/15/24 ASSIST 20241966 7:06 MAIN MAIN

HARASSMENT 20241967 7:41 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ASSIST 20241968 8:19 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ALARM/OTHER 20241969 9:24 308 S CENTER CENTER ST

ASSIST 20241970 10:18 410 W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 04/14/2024, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 04/21/2024, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 04/21/2024

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20241971 13:07 106 N COTTON COTTON ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20241972 14:09 2215 PINECREST PINECREST

RECKLESS DRIVING 20241973 15:30 271 271

MISCELLANEOUS 20241975 16:33

MISCELLANEOUS 20241976 17:51 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20241977 18:55 FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20241978 19:10 503 W QUITMAN QUITMAN

MISCELLANEOUS 20241979 20:04 710 TENERY TENERY

EMS 20241980 21:15 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ALARM/OTHER 20241981 22:19 1050 BROADWAY BROADWAY

ASSIST 20241982 22:59 1600 SMITH SMITH ST

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20241984 23:24 314 LEE LEE ST

4/16/24 THEFT 20241985 0:58 211 LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE BLVD

FIRE DEPT 20241986 3:58 GAY AVE GAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20241987 7:07 1210 N OLIVE OLIVE

EMS 20241991 10:23 114 JEANETTE JEANETTE

EMS 20241993 12:55 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

MISCELLANEOUS 20241995 14:21 300 511 S TYLER TYLER ST

ASSIST 20241997 15:02 4791 SWEETGUM SWEETGUM RD

INCIDENT W/REPORT 20241998 15:53 GOODWILL INDUSTRIES 1640 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20241999 16:27 1103 N OLIVE N OLIVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242000 16:41 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242001 17:15 1105 N OLIVE N OLIVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242002 17:50 TIRE ROAD 807 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242003 18:00

ALARM/OTHER 20242004 22:14 WELDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 314 E SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST

4/17/24 ABANDONED 911 20242005 0:07 207 W ELEANOR ELEANOR ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20242006 0:18 900BLK S TYLER S TYLER

CRIM TRESPASS 20242007 4:45 3200BLK W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 20242008 5:30 HWY 135 HWY 135

10-50 MINOR 20242009 7:09 S TYLER TYLER ST

RECKLESS DRIVING 20242010 8:15 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242011 9:21 ELEANOR ELEANOR

EMS 20242013 9:58 RODEO RODEO

FIRE DEPT 20242014 10:56 1400 N MAIN MAIN ST

ASSIST 20242015 11:01 302 MAPLE MAPLE

ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1

4/17/24 4/17/24 0:56 BRIDGES, CHRISTOPHER DEE W M TAMPER FABRICATE PHYSICAL EVIDENCE W/INTENT TO IMPAIR900 S TYLER ST

4/17/24 0:56 BRIDGES, CHRISTOPHER DEE W M MANUFACTURE OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE PENALTY GROUP 1 >=4G<200G900 S TYLER ST

4/17/24 0:56 BRIDGES, CHRISTOPHER DEE W M POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA 900 S TYLER ST

4/18/24 4/18/24 1:47 OAKLEY, CALVIN RASHAR B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 2400 VESTA AVE

4/18/24 1:47 OAKLEY, CALVIN RASHAR B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 2400 VESTA AVE

4/19/24 4/19/24 17:03 HYDEN, LACEY ANN W F WARRANT (LOCAL) 1043 FM 2685

4/19/24 17:03 HYDEN, LACEY ANN W F WARRANT (LOCAL) 1043 FM 2685

4/19/24 17:03 HYDEN, LACEY ANN W F WARRANT (LOCAL) 1043 FM 2685

4/19/24 17:03 HYDEN, LACEY ANN W F WARRANT (LOCAL) 1043 FM 2685

4/21/24 4/21/24 0:11 JOHNSON, LONZELL DEMOND JR B M UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OF FIREARM BY FELON 1900 S S TYLER ST

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 04/14/2024, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 04/21/2024, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 04/21/2024

ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1

GPD Arrest ReportGPD Arrest Report

MISCELLANEOUS 20242104 20:47 DOLLAR TREE 1107 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20242105 21:20 710 TIERNEY ST TIERNEY ST

FIRE DEPT 20242106 23:00 515 GODFREY GODFREY

MISCELLANEOUS 20242107 23:51 271 271

4/21/24 DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242108 0:54 503 MILLER MILLER

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20242111 4:05 DOLLAR GENERAL 1621 N MAIN MAIN ST

ALARM/OTHER 20242112 5:31 LAMBERTS LIQUOR 1975 S TYLER TYLER RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20242113 11:07 WASH TUB LAUNDRY MAT 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 20242114 11:22 55 WELDON HOMES WELDON HOMES

THEFT 20242115 11:46 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 20242116 11:54 FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 217 W QUITMAN QUITMAN AVE

ALARM/OTHER 20242117 12:27 308 S CENTER CENTER ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20242118 13:44 1301 E MARY MARY

MISCELLANEOUS 20242119 14:34 1105 N LYNN LYNN ST

ANIMAL CONTROL 20242120 15:47 212 HURLEY HURLEY
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+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, 
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Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

THE LEAFFILTER ADVANTAGE

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

BEFORE AFTER

+

We’re looking to install our 
NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We o� er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Seniors + Military

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-928-06351-844-928-0635

1-844-928-0635
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court 

last week approved creating a new infor-
mation/technology worker position for the 
sheriff’s office, a post which a state grant 
will fully fund.

While the county uses Gilmer Computer 
Tech for its IT services, Sheriff Larry Webb 
said numerous IT systems operate in the 
county jail and his office has “several oper-
ating systems that we have to operate 24/7.” 
The new IT worker, to be paid a $45,000 
base salary, would thus be on call and “stay 
busy the whole day,” Webb said.

“We don’t have anybody there than can 
do this,” the sheriff added at the April 15 
meeting in Gilmer.  “It is a need.”

Webb also said his office had just pur-
chased four new autos for its Criminal In-
vestigation Division, and cited the types of 
new computers those vehicles will contain.  
Webb’s chief deputy, David Hazel, added 
that when an auto’s computer malfunctions, 
it needs immediate repair.

County Judge Todd Tefteller said he had 
“been riding” Gilmer Computer Tech and 
“(We) need their efforts up here (at the 
county’s temporary courthouse) and not 
at the sheriff’s office.” (Several county of-
fices are in temporary quarters because the 
87-year-old nearby courthouse has been 
vacated for an ongoing major renovation.)

County Auditor Connie Williams also 
supported Webb’s proposal as “beneficial,” 
noting it is fully grant-funded.

In another matter involving the sheriff’s 
office, the court approved allocating $1,000 
from his office’s federal forfeiture account 
for “investigative drug interdiction ‘buys.’”

Upshur okays info tech 
position for sheriff’s office

Congratulations to the 
Gladewater Education 
Foundation grant winners, who 
were recently presented with 
checks by members of the 
Gladewater Education 
Foundation board. The winners 
were:
l Weldon’s Jaci Cloud won 
$1,500 for Phonics Based 
Reading Intervention
l Middle School’s Kacy 
Rodgers earned  $2,982.21 for 
Communication is Key to 
Learning
l Primary School’s Primary 
Campus scored big with 
$10,000 for Nature’s Nook: 
Creating Safe Outdoor Seating 
Along the Trail of Discovery
l Kelsey Omdahl secured 
$3,250.09 for Rolling Toward 
Success: Sphero Indi for 
Playful Learning
l Jennifer Madding shined 
with $2,633.42 for Science and 
STEAM Learning

The court also adopted a “Upshur County 
Court Confidentiality Policy,” authorized by 
the Texas Government Code and required by 
the Texas Rules of Judicial Administration.

The action, aimed at preventing the stalking 
of jurors and witnesses, ensures confidenti-
ality of certain information on individuals 
involved in legal matters.

In other business, the court approved letting 
the maintenance department install a drop-
box/pick-up box in the ground outside the 
county Rock Building in Gilmer. 

The action is designed to benefit the coun-
ty’s Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
office, housed in that building.

The  county’s two extension agents, Julie 
York and Tina Rosenbalm, addressed the 
court with Rosenbalm saying the box would 
primarily be for 4-H Club members’ families 
needing to pick up or drop off certain forms.

York noted the county extension service 
(which works with 4-H) has no office help 
and that the box, which Rosenbalm said would 
be funded by a grant, would be accessible 24 
hours a day. It would also be “really high-
security,” York added.

In another matter, the court approved 3-1, 
with Precinct 4 Commissioner Jay W. Miller 
absent, to purchase five chairs for the court 
members.

Precinct 3 Commissioner Michael Ashley 
successfully proposed buying the chairs from 
Sam’s at $369 each, but his motion at the 
court’s March 29 meeting to purchase such 
items had failed on a 2-2 tie vote. 

He and Precinct 1 Commissioner Gene 
Dolle voted to make the purchase then, but 
Miller and Precinct 2 Commissioner Dustin 
Nicholson voted no.

By James Draper
Crossing the Ts, dotting the 

Is, signing the checks – in a 
series of votes last week, 
Gladewater City Council 
members took the community 
four steps closer to filling 
the coffers with almost $2.8 
million earmarked for water 
infrastructure projects.

During their regular April 
meeting in chambers at City 
Hall, the group also heard 
good news on the municipal-
ity’s annual audit and gave 
an unofficial blessing to the 
conversion of tennis courts 
at Lake Gladewater for pick-
leball (see separate story on 
Page 8).

Gladewater Mayor Scott 
Owens queued up four con-
secutive votes on Texas Water 
Development Board funds 
with a brief recap of the 
long-term strategy to fund 
waterworks here.

Out of approximately 
$2,791,000, $850,000 is a 
loan (the council first voted 
to approve issuing Certificates 
of Obligation to the TWDB), 
while $1.9 million is a com-
bination of loan forgiveness 

Council votes open tap on state water funds
and grant (also unanimously-
approved). The third unani-
mous vote authorized new 
separate bank accounts for the 
funds (along with a sinking 
fund account) while the final 
unanimous action awarded 
$410,000 to Schaumburg & 
Polk, Inc. “for planning, de-
sign and construction phase 
services for the TDWB Phase 
3 Drinking Water System 
Improvements Project.”

According to Owens, “We 
have been dealing with this 
in stages over the last two-
and-a-half years. It’s been 
awarded. This is actually us 
receiving the money.”

The council postponed 
adoption of the city’s annual 
audit report – only the draft 
version is currently available, 
delayed in part because of 
City Hall’s software conver-
sion in the past year.

“We’re still working on 
a couple of line items. This 
year’s definitely been unique 
with some turnover and a 
software conversion,” said 
Albert Garcia of Mays & 
Associates. All things con-
sidered, though, “The city’s 

finances are in good shape. 
We’re seeing increases across 
the board. The general fund 
is a healthy fund balance, the 
debt service fund as well, the 
utility fund… 

“A lot going on, but I can’t 
say anything negative about 
the city’s finances. I have to 
say, kudos to the city.”

In other business, the 
council members approved 
a slate of re-appointments 
and new appointments to 
various community boards – 
airport, beautification, board 
of adjustments, Gladewa-
ter Economic Development 
Corporation, the lake board 
and the Planning & Zoning 
Commission.

“We’d like to appeal to 
everybody out there that if 
you’d like to be involved 
with the city,” Owens said, 
“there are different ways to 
do that... If we appoint and 
reappoint everybody on this, 
we still have seven vacancies 
out there on various boards.”

For more information 
about opportunities to serve, 
contact Gladewater City Hall 
at 903-845-2196.

Gladewater firefighters, along with 
East and West Mountain VFDs, battled 
a fire on N.  US 271 near Union Grove 
April 17, where an 18-wheeler loaded 
with wood caught fire. It took several 
hours for the truck and its load to be 
removed from the scene and normal 
traffic flow to resume.
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