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Redistricting
bill heads to
Abbott’s desk

Both the Texas House and Sen-
ate have passed a mid-decade
redistricting bill that positions the
GOP to pick up five additional
congressional seats next year.
Passage came after House Demo-
crats ended their quorum-breaking
walkout while still vowing to
pursue legal challenges.

The bill dismantles Democratic
strongholds around Houston,
Austin and Dallas and increases
Republican challenges of also
picking up seats in South Texas,
The Texas Tribune reported.

In response, California law-
makers seeking to counter Texas’
redistricting move have approved
a special election for their voters
to consider a new congressional
map that would likely add five
Democratic seats in California.

“This fight is far from over,”
Rep. Gene Wu of Houston, chair
of the House Democratic Caucus,
said after the map’s passage in
that chamber. “Our best shot is in
the courts. This part of the fight
is over, but it is merely the first
chapter.”

Judge blocks
law requiring Ten
Commandments

in classrooms

A San Antonio federal judge has
temporarily blocked a Texas law
that would require public schools
to post the Ten Commandments
in every classroom, the Chronicle
reported. The suit was filed by a
group of families who claimed the
posting would potentially harm
their children’s religious develop-
ment.

“Ultimately, in matters of con-
science, faith, beliefs and the soul,
most people are Garbo-esque,”
U.S. District Judge Fred Biery
wrote, referencing a line from ac-
tress Greta Garbo in a 1932 movie.
“They just want to be left alone,
neither proselytized nor ostracized,
including what occurs to their chil-
dren in government-run schools.”

Attorney General Ken Paxton
issued the following statement
directing all Texas Independent
School Districts (ISDs) not en-
joined by ongoing litigation to
display copies of the Ten Com-
mandments once Senate Bill 10
takes effect on September 1, 2025.

“From the beginning, the Ten
Commandments have been irre-
vocably intertwined with Amer-
ica’s legal, moral, and historical
heritage,” said Attorney General
Paxton. “Schools not enjoined by
ongoing litigation must abide by
S.B. 10 and display the Ten Com-
mandments. The woke radicals
seeking to erase our nation’s his-
tory will be defeated. I will not
back down from defending the
virtues and values that built this
country.”

S.B. 10 requires any public
or secondary school to display
the Ten Commandments in each
classroom. While no school is
compelled to purchase Ten Com-
mandments displays, schools may
choose to do so. However, schools
must accept and display any pri-
vately donated posters or copies
that meet the requirements of S.B.
10. Prior to the implementation of
the law, activists sued several ISDs
to stop the law. The only school
districts affected by the injunction
are Alamo Heights, North East,
Cypress Fairbanks, Lackland,
Lake Travis, Fort Bend, Dripping
Springs, Plano, and Northside. All
other ISDs must abide by the law
once it takes effect on Sept. 1.
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White Oak High School’s 2025 Community Pep Rally,
presented by Roughneck Athletic Booster Club, was held
Friday Aug. 22. It kicked off with a tailgate party with burgers

and then launched into the Pep Rally for the Roughnecks
and LadyNecks as they kick off the new school year.

Photo by Mike Peery
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WOPD: Don’t put the
carts before the law

By James Draper

“All traffic laws apply.”

That’s just the first thing White Oak residents need to keep in mind
if they want to roll out in a golf cart on public roads, says Police Chief
Brannon Robertson.

White Oak City Council members unanimously-approved new provi-
sions for golf carts in mid-August, but it’s not a free-for-all.

“If you’re in a car or a golf cart, the same rules apply,” Robertson
reminds residents, and there are additional regulations in play for carts
following the adoption of the ordinance Aug. 14.

In particular, the new rules permit licensed drivers (that’s key) to
operate golf carts on White Oak roadways with speed limits of (pay
attention here) 35 miles per hour or less. Highways, streets, roads and
other thoroughfares within the White Oak City Limits are OK if the speed
limit doesn’t exceed 35 — that excludes White Oak Road, which is posted
variously at 40 or 45 mph.

“They can cross any road regardless of speed limit,” Robertson noted,

“but they have to directly cross — they cannot drive down that road,”
if the speed limit is more than 35.

Importantly, the golf cart must also be insured and equipped with
headlamps, tail lights, reflectors, mirrors and a parking brake. It also must
have on display an appropriate license plate issued by the Texas Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles as well as a reflective ‘Slow Moving Vehicle’
emblem if it will be traveling slower than 25 mph.

So, per the new guidelines, no kids behind the wheel or anyone else
who doesn’t have a valid driver’s license, Robertson emphasized. And,
don’t drive on the wrong side of the road, etc.

“Y’all need to realize that all the rules of the road still apply,” he
added0 Aug. 25, even if it’s not explicitly noted in the ordinance. “It
doesn’t specify you have to have brake lights or turn signals, but that
doesn’t mean you don’t have to signal. Hand signs apply, like we learned
back in Driver’s Ed.”

So far, there haven’t been any tickets issued since the ordinance was
approved two weeks back. Officers are keeping a watchful eye, and they’1l
ensure compliance by citation, if necessary.

“If we keep seeing dangerous things, that’s the only avenue we have
at that point.”
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WOISD adopts 1% deficit budget,
focuses on long-term sustainability

By James Draper

Top priority for White Oak ISD’s number crunching: set aside a full
three-month fund balance for emergency operations.

That’s about $4.35 million, a healthy sum to comply with state regu-
lations to keep the district up-and-running in the midst of any future
downturn.

It’s a start, according to Business Manager Carrie Howard: WOISD
administrators’ long-term goal is to exceed $8.7 million in the fund bal-
ance, surplus on top of the ‘Do Not Touch’ set-aside for emergencies.

“Should something happen across the state, we still have three to six
months’ operating costs that we could pay our employees and we could
pay our bills,” Howard told trustees earlier this month. “Anything above
the $8.7 million could be used for emergencies.”

It will take years to get to that point. In the meantime, White Oak ISD
is still belt-tightening and looking for any remaining fat to trim now that
the school’s bookkeeping is back on an even keel.

Trustees adopted a $17.6 million deficit budget Monday evening.
Revenues are anticipated about $190,000 shy of expenditures for Fiscal
Year 2025-2026. It’s an improvement on the previous $750,000 deficit.

Ideally, Superintendent Jack Parker says, actual revenue and expen-
ditures will negate the deficit by year-end.

“When you adopt a budget in education, it is a very well-educated guess
because there are several factors that determine revenue,” he said Mon-
day. The deficit amounts to about 1 percent: “We feel like that’s a good
place. Even though we’re adopting that deficit, we could come in even.

“We have to have a number, and we have to shoot for that number, and
we will try our best to reduce that $190,000 down to zero.”

The budget is supported by a tax rate of 1.1861 per $100 valuation,
including 0.7542 for Maintenance & Operations and 0.4319 for Interest
& Sinking.

In an extensive long- and short-term budget presentation to the school
board Aug. 11, Howard noted school districts’ hands are tied in many
respects; White Oak ISD and its peers are working doggedly to comply
with state-level directives. For example, WOISD will receive between
$1.2 and $1.4 million in ‘new’ money this year, but approximately $1
million is earmarked for staff salaries.

At the same time, the district is keeping an eye decades down the road:
“In 10 to 20 years, we’re going to need two new buildings,” Howard
reminded trustees. “We’re knocking at the door of some big changes
coming down the pipe, so we’ve got to get our bonds paid off.”

Howard touched on a wide variety of cost-cutting measures in the
coming year. Among them: limiting extracurricular travel to one over-
night activity per sport, getting the most out of uniforms and equipment
whenever possible and relying more on boosters to cover expenses.

“I really wish we could pay for everything. I truly, truly do, but the
money’s not there right now,” Howard said. “There’s a lot of expense
and there’s not enough money to go into every pot like there used to be.”

Likewise, the district is pumping the brakes on its fleet upgrades,
when possible.

Continued on Page 7

City uncorks liquor store decision

By James Draper

Liquor stores are back on the agenda Thursday night — Gladewater City
Council members are poised to walk back recent votes on two pending
developments.

The elected officials met with city attorney Ronald Stutes in executive
session last week, discussing a handful of topics behind closed doors
during their regular meeting Aug. 21. They also heard from a partner
of one of the projects denied Specific Use Permits (SUP) in mid-July.

“I respectfully ask for your support so that Nebula Vapes & Liquor at
807 S. Tyler St. can begin serving the community immediately,” Ram
Hari Adhikari said, “creating jobs, generating tax revenue and helping
Gladewater grow.”

One of four partners who attended this month’s council meeting,
Adhikari addressed the council early in the session during Citizens
Comments. He noted the liquor store planned for the second storefront

of the Penny’s Food & Fuel property is not a new type of business there,
succeeding Vice City in the spot.

“We have made a very large investment in Gladewater,” he added.
“In total, we purchased the business for about $3.5 million... Out of this,
$700,000 was invested specifically for the liquor and vapes business.

This shows my seriousness and long-term commitment to this com-
munity.”

Last month, council members considered Specific Use Permits for the
Nebula project as well as a liquor store development by Sam Patel at
1004 E. Broadway Ave. The elected officials unanimously denied both
SUP applications, citing concerns that seven such stores is too many for
a community the size of Gladewater.

City codes don’t clearly link Specific Use Permits to liquor stores,

Continued on Page 7
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(QPINION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Writing the future...

Monday was the first day of school and I only saw one
kindergartner and one dad crying. It always touches my
heart when the Dads are the softies. One little fella had a
backpack that was almost as big and heavy as him. And that
baby was hauling it with confidence down that Kindergarten
classroom hall.

By the time he is a senior he will be student body president.

Wait and see.

I hung out for a few minutes in several Kindergarten
classes and as a former high school teacher I can almost
pick out the class clown, the athletes, the artists and more.
Almost. Because looks can be deceiving.

But, it is important to remember that education can make
the difference in every child’s life.

I love that the first colonists to this land believed in educat-
ing their young. In fact by the early years of our country our
literacy rate for males was 90-100 percent depending on loca-
tion. For girls unfortunately, it was half that. BUT, the world
literacy rate in 1820 was 12 percent. That is perspective!

I dearly love that our Founding Fathers understood that
the paths to protecting this Republic run side by side, public
education and a free press.

I want to grab my bully pulpit and shout for joy when
(because of school ‘uniforms’) I can not predict who is
wealthy or who is poor. Unless I study their shoes. God
Bless the darlin’s.

Our public education system is the engine that drives this
country. We have a lot of misguided people right now who
support a lot of things, one of which is vouchers. But let me
pull back the propaganda to reveal to you what vouchers
actually are...they are a tool of segregation of haves and
have nots.

You see it would work like this: A family decides its lo-
cal school isn’t making the grade and they take their local
voucher to send their child to private school. The average
cost in Texas for private high schools is over $10,000. So
where in the heck are they going to get the extra to send their
child to private school unless they are well to do?

What happens if we give that stipend to unethical parents
who decide to ‘home school’ for money? I bet homeschool-
ing would grow exponentially and the education of many
kids would hit rock bottom.

Then what happens when we take thousands of dollars
from public schools to provide private education for the
well-to-do?

We hurt public education. We hurt the poor. We hurt chil-
dren. We further destabilize society and that should scare
every single one of us.

On top of'that it might help to know that some of the major
donors to the legislators who support vouchers are private
companies itching to start private schools once the money
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spigot is turned on.

Do we have problems in public education? Yes. Do we
have problems with family stability, crime, drugs, neglect,
abuse, hunger and more? Yes.

So why do you want to doom those who are in trouble
now?

How about we help the schools by understanding, truly
understanding the issues. While we are at it, how about
donating our time and energy to mentor kids? Kids who
are behind, kids who are ahead, kids who are lost, kids who
know where they are going. Because I guarantee you that
is the greatest help we can give our public school teachers
and our community’s children.

Teachers are carrying our broken culture’s problems on
their shoulders and it is a very heavy burden indeed. Most
are giving everything they have to help our community’s
children have a brighter future. They do it for low pay and
high cost health insurance. But they do it.

But, they don’t have to do it alone.

It is time we stepped up to the plate and help teachers
turn the tide. Because people, I am telling you that it is of-
ten a teacher that stands in the gap between a kid and their
destruction.

And it is far past time that we took the responsibility to
understand the REAL issues we like to mouth off about.

Let me list Four Fast Facts from Pastors for Texas Chil-
dren for you, dear reader, to ponder. It is that organization’s
statement of belief.

@ Believe in a unified Texas community that does not
manipulate our children’s education as a political issue.

@ Voucher polices have been defeated in the Legislature
numerous times in the past as an attempt to AVOID govern-
ment entitlement and expansion programs.

@ ’School choice” vouchers are not a real “choice” at all
for the overwhelming majority of our children.

@ Believe that education is not just for children who can
afford it, or children from stable families, or children whose
parents are engaged in the schools, but ALL CHILDREN.

Think about it. Please.

Our civil order, our society, our nation depends on it.

The future is being written. What we do in the next handful
of years will determine the future of this state and country
You can make a difference.

You can help write that future.

&

JOLTS

Despite the current challenges—from geopolitical ten-
sion to tariffs—the Texas labor market is holding relatively
steady (even with a modest recent monthly decline in June)
and even improving in many areas. Texas added 232,500
jobs over the past 12 months, representing a 1.6% growth
rate that was significantly above the national rate (0.6%). In
addition, a wide range of industries are adding jobs, always
a positive signal.

At the same time, the number of job openings across the
state has fallen slightly. Lest this feels like a concern, let me
hasten to add that excessive job openings are an indicator that
the labor force is too small to meet the needs of businesses.
As a result, economic expansion is curtailed.

The US Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) regularly tracks
both job openings and labor turnover, which, even though
they don’t always mesh together well, is commonly known as
JOLTS (sometimes, we just can’t help ourselves). Texas had
575,000 job openings in June. The number of unemployed
persons per job opening in Texas was 1.1, compared to a
US average of 0.9. With slightly more unemployed persons
than openings, the state is in a generally healthy position
compared to areas such as California (with 1.5 unemployed
people per opening), Nevada (1.4), Michigan (1.4) or Wash-
ington (1.3).

Texas is also better off than places such as Montana, the
Dakotas, and Vermont, each of which have only 0.5 unem-
ployed person per opening. Given skills mismatches and
other issues, labor shortages are obviously a notable problem
in these states. Texas is in something of a Goldilocks situa-
tion, with neither an excess of unemployed workers nor too
many unfilled positions.

BLS also tracks hires and separations. This latter category
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encompasses quits (usually a positive sign in that workers
are confident they will get a better position), layoffs and
discharges (initiated by employers), and others (such as
retirement).

In June, Texas had 535,000 hires and 459,000 separations,
and over the 12 months ending in June, hires have averaged
494,000 per month, compared to 475,000 separations. This
pattern works to reduce job openings. Overall, 293,000 in
June were quits and 146,000 were layoffs and discharges.
Quits are somewhat below a June 2023 peak, while layoffs
and discharges have been fairly stable of late.

Simply stated, Texas is in the enviable position of having
a growing labor force crucial to filling jobs. Demographics
are quite favorable with a younger population, and well-
known opportunities and advantages that are bringing in
more workers and enabling further growth. While there
are certainly challenges in the labor market (particularly
the substantial reliance on immigration across the entire
employment spectrum at a time when future availability is
clouded), the big-picture view remains positive. Stay safe!

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of The Perryman Group (www.per-
rymangroup.com), which has served the needs
of over 3,000 clients over the past four decades.
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Roy joins crowded race to replace Paxton

U.S. Rep. Chip Roy, a fiscal conservative often critical of
President Trump and his fellow Republicans, has entered the
race to replace Ken Paxton as Texas attorney general, The
Dallas Morning News reported.

“Texas is under assault — from open-border, radical left-
ists, and faceless foreign corporations that threaten our
sovereignty, safety, and our way of life,” Roy wrote. “It’s
time to draw a line in the sand.”

Roy, R-Austin, is in his fourth term in Congress. He joins
several other Republican candidates, including state Sens.
Joan Huffman of Houston and Mayes Middleton of Galves-
ton, as well as Aaron Reitz, a former deputy attorney general
under Paxton. Democrats who have announced plans to run
include state Sen. Nathan Johnson of Dallas and former
Galveston mayor Joe Jaworski, who ran unsuccessfully for
the post in 2022.

Paxton has announced plans to challenge incumbent U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn in the March 2026 GOP primary.

Six bills providing flood disaster relief

The Texas House passed six bills last week aimed at ad-
dressing disaster relief, emergency communications systems
and preparedness. The bills are in response to the catastrophic
Hill Country floods over the July 4th weekend. At least 137
people were killed, primarily in Kerr County, including 27
children and staffers from Camp Mystic on the banks of the
Guadalupe River.

The News reported the measures include a requirement
that youth camps develop emergency management plans
and submit them to the state. Legislation also calls for es-
tablishing the Texas Interoperability Council, which would
create structure and grant programs for multiple agencies to
communicate and coordinate on single disasters. That would
include hurricanes and mass shootings.

One of the bill’s sponsors, state Rep. Drew Darby, R-
San Angelo, spoke surrounded by a bipartisan group of
lawmakers.

“When I speak on this bill, for this bill, I hope I’m not just
speaking for myself, but for the lost children, the grieving
families who have called us, met with us and shared their
heartbreak and grief with us,” Darby said.

Dade Phelan won’t seek reelection

Former Texas House Speaker Dade Phelan, R-Beaumont,
announced he would not seek reelection following a failed
intra-party attempt to defeat him in the 2024 election and
his subsequent stepping down as speaker. The Houston
Chronicle reported Phelan served his district since 2015 and
assumed the speakership in 2021.

In a statement, Phelan wrote on Facebook that “leading
the House required tough choices, but I sought to chart a
course inspired by the values we share in Southeast Texas.
Looking ahead I will seek God’s path in mapping out my
next chapter.” Both Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and Paxton backed
Phelan’s primary opponent in 2024, following Paxton’s im-
peachment in the House while Phelan was speaker. Paxton
was acquitted in the Senate. His successor as speaker, state
Rep. Dustin Burrows, R-Lubbock, praised him.

“Dade is more than a colleague — He is a treasure to
Southeast Texas, to the Texas House, and to the great Lone
Star State,” Burrows said on social media.

Problems with winterizing energy grid

A new report from the State Auditor’s Office concludes
that state oil and gas inspectors are not doing their job to
adequately verify that Texas natural gas producers and their
delivery systems can hold up under severe winter storms,
according to the Texas Standard.

Since Winter Storm Uri in 2021 left much of the state’s
power grid paralyzed, the Railroad Commission has been
tasked by law with ensuring all parts of the gas supply
chain to power plants can operate adequately in severe
winter weather. However, the audit concluded that current
rules allow gas companies to decide for themselves what
is considered adequate winterization. Of 8,732 inspections
conducted by the RRC in 2024 and 2025 winter seasons,
only two violations were issued.
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fault.”

is the parking brake for improvement!”

We have all heard the expression “The Blame Game” in a variety of ways and in numerous set-
tings. A common practice of our society is what we may call “absolution of accountability.” Simply
put, everything under the sun, regardless of how outrageous it may be, is used to excuse or explain
away our actions. We pass on blame at the drop of a hat and shed personal accountability like water of
a duck’s back! In most cases the assignment of blame is the absolution of self and the promotion of
self as being right. We can neatly wipe our hands clean and say: “I didn t do it, and if I did, it s not my

Iread a good summary of “blame.” Blame never affirms; it always assaults. Blame never solves;
it always complicates. Blame never unites; it always separates. Blame never smiles; it always frowns.
Blame never forgives; it always accuses and rejects. Blame never forgets; it always remembers.
Blame never builds; it always destroys. How true!

The real need is to focus on our part of the problem and not the other person’s faults, and very
importantly, accepting responsibility for our problems and not absolving ourselves from accountabil-
ity. The common tendency is to say: “Its everybody's fault but mine. They are just doing this to me
because they...and then a whole litany of charges is leveled.” But our real need is to realize and to
say: “I am wrong. I have sinned. I have committed this iniquity. I am guilty and I am the problem.
This is the only way to bring about a change and improvement in our life. Henry Cloud said: “Blame

To accomplish this is to look inward at self and not outward at others. This requires a humble at-
titude (1 Pet. 5: 6, Jas. 4: 10). This humility starts with our attitude and standing before God. We can
never be exalted and lifted up if we play the “Blame Game.”

If you are not a Christian, don’t blame others or circumstances or God for your neglect. “How
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” (Heb. 2: 3). If your life is not in order obey God
today. Believe in Christ, repent of your sins, confess Christ as the Son of God and be baptized for the
remission of your sins (Mk. 16: 16; Rom. 10: 9-10; Acts 8: 37; Acts 2: 38). Think on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.
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Bears wrap up pre-season, ready for Tigers

By Tyler Sutton

The Gladewater Bears had
their final tune-up for the
regular season when they
hosted North Lamar in their
second scrimmage at Jack V.
Murphy stadium.

Both the offense and de-
fense looked well. Bears QB
Luke Brown was effective
as he had a pair of touch-
down passes (one to Brayson
Woods, one to Trey Watts).

Watts and Carson Cooper
are once again expected to
share the backfield in 2025
as they did last year. They
both looked good as Watts
had a touchdown rush.

The offensive line also
looked well in their final
tune up before it begins for
real. They protected Brown
well. One the other side of
the ball, the

well with a sack and a inter-
ception. Special teams still
looked like it needed some
work as the kickoffs were
a little short each time. But
the kick coverage was good
as they never allowed the
North Lamar returners much
of anything.

“1 think we looked well.
We got what we needed to
get done and got prepared
for the real thing in 7 days “
said coach Lewis. “Defense
was flying around. Now we
have to take this and build
on it.

“We go play a very tal-
ented Daingerfield team at
their place and I feel we can
bring a victory back home to
Gladewater if we continue
doing what we did tonight.”

The Bears open their
2025 campaign heading to
Daingerfield to take on the

—_— -
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Bears defense looked very ~ Tigers on August 28"

Junior Peyton Thompson receives a serve from
the Lady Lobos last Tuesday at Lobo Coliseum.

Photo by Jaaliyah Collins
White Oak High School Journalism

Lady Bears get first win,
WO improves to 10-7

By Tyler Sutton

The Gladewater Lady Bears Volleyball team was looking
for their first win of the 2025 season when they hosted the
Carlisle Lady Indians at Bill Waters Gym and that’s exactly
what they did as they picked up career win # 1 for Morgan
Fite as they swept Carlisle 3-0.

Gladewater took set one, in a close game 25-23. In set
two, it was more dominant as the Lady Bears won 25-15.
They then finished off the sweep with a 25-18 win. The win
improved Gladewater to 1-5 on the season. They would then
host the Overton Lady Mustangs and it went the opposite
way as Gladewater was swept 3-0 in three close sets. In set
one, Overton took it 25-21, in set two it was 25-23 Lady
Mustangs and they then finished off the sweep with a 25-
22 set win.

The loss drops Gladewater to 1-6 on the season. They
will next head to Ore City followed by heading to Overton
to take part in the Overton tournament.

The White Oak Ladynecks had another busy week as they
first headed to Longview for a dual match with the Lady
Lobos and the Lufkin Lady Panthers. White Oak went 0-2
falling to Longview ( 2-0 ) and 3-0 to Lufkin.

They then headed to Van to take part in the Van tournament
where they went 4-1 and came home with a 3™ place finish.
With wins over Mabank ( 2-0 ), Cumby ( 2-0 ), Henderson
(2-0), and Mineola ( 2-0 ). With their lone loss coming to
host Van ( 2-1).

The LadyNecks are now 10-7 on the season and will next
be in action when they head to Central Heights followed by
hosting the annual Shirley Atkins tournament.

Union Grove volleyball continued their start to their sea-
son as they made a trip to Gary where they fell in a close
and tight match 3-2. In set one, Gary won it 25-21.

In set two the Lady Lions answered back winning it 25-22.
Union Grove would take set three, 25-18. But Gary bounced
back and won set four ( 25-20 ) and took the deciding set
five (15-10). Union Grove then headed to West Rusk where
they took part in the West Rusk tournament where they went
2-3 and finished second in the silver bracket. With wins over
Hawkins ( 2-0 ) and Cumberland Academy ( 2-1 ) and losses
to Kilgore ( 2-0 ) and Overton twice ( 2-1, 2-1).

The Lady Lions are now 3-5 on the young season and will
next host Overton and then head to Hawkins to take part in
the Hawkins tournament.
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Sophomore Tucker Ludlow hands the ball off to senior Levi Sipes in the scrimmage against the West
Rusk Raiders Thursday night. Photo by Addie Fritsche/White Oak High School
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p Jerry Edgar, 63, of Longview, for Driving While Intoxicated

Nilda Gonsalez, 24, of Longview, for Driving While In-

toxicated

Kelli Cates, 26, of Gladewater, for Driving While Intoxicated
Quentin Allen, 29, of Longview, for Driving While Intoxi-

cated

Two separate and unrelated cases were presented to the
Gregg County District Attorney for prosecution: One was for
Driving While Intoxicated, and one for Driving While Intoxi-

cated 3rd or more and Possession of a dangerous drug.

OBITUARY

Dr. Gladys June Wood Strohsahl

On Tuesday, August 19, 2025, Dr. June (as she is known
by many) went to be with her Lord, family and friends who
went before her.

Gladys June Wood was born to Choyce and Lucy Wood
in Avery, TX on August 23, 1937. Preceding her were her
parents, sister, Judy, and her twin brothers, James and Jerry.
Dr, June married Norman
_| J. Strohsahl in September
1958, and they were married
for 53 years until he passed
away in January 2011. She
is survived by her children:
Cheryl, Charles and Craig, and
a nephew, Tim Wood, from
Paris, Texas. There are also
loving relatives and devoted
friends who are considered
| family who are her survivors.

A lifelong student of learn-
ing and sharing (teaching), she
= ecarned her B.S in biology and

chemistry from ETBU in May
of 1970. Then, received her Teaching Certificate in August
1976 from SFA. In August of 1979, she received her M.Ed
and Midmanagement Certification from SFA. Her crowning
achievement was receiving her Ed.D in Educational Technol-
ogy from ETSU (today known as Texas A&M Commerce)
in May of 1994.

June spent over 20 years as a Medical Technologist and
over 38 years teaching at Pine Tree High School. In addition,
she was also an Adjunct Professor of Chemistry at Kilgore
College from 1994 to 2014,

There are too many awards and recognitions to restate,
but all the associates, co-teachers and especially her students
have their memories and funny stories of their interactions
with Dr. June. She trained many teachers and her students
(many of whom later became friends) were successful in
their competitions and presentations, and have gone on to
successful adults because of her influence.

June was very active in her community - Mobberly
Church, the Greggton Rotary Club, volunteering at the
Gladewater Library, Museum / Manna House and as the front
desk information person at Christus Good Shepherd. She
was always mentioning everyone she ran into at the hospital!

She started the final phase of her life by breaking her leg
and ending up in rehab (we kidded her about that term since
the family definition was different, since Norman was a phar-
macist - drug rehab?, not hardly!) She moved into Arabella
of Longview in 2018 and enjoyed everything, including the
fellowship of others and close proximity to friends and fam-
ily, and flexibility to do what she wanted to do.

The multitude of friends, family and anyone who knew
June understood her motto of “Faith, Family, Friends and
Country”.

We love you and appreciate your wisdom and guidance,

Cheryl and Chuck
(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Bailey’s {ACE

Since 1936
300 Hwy. 80 East
Gladewater
903.845.2222

J.O.

Williams

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX

Sé 8:00-6:00

Sun L700-9:00 903.845.5787
BAPTIST

Calvary Baptist « 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist « 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church ¢ 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church « 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church ¢ 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist * 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist + 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist + 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible * 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist » 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist + 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist + 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ « 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church ¢ 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church « 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran + 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center » 903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene ¢ 903-845-4425
METHODIST
First Methodist Church Gladewater « 903-845-2565
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church ¢ 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist « 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist * 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church ¢ 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church « 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal « 903-845-2922
Northside Pentecostal
Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian « 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church
Living Hope Fellowship * 903-261-2023
Love of God Church ¢ 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God « 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holiness® 903-845-8195

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028
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COMMUNITIES
DEPEND ON LOCAL

NEWSPAPERS

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly
newspaper every month.

Source: Americas 2023 Local
conducted by Coda Ventures.

paper Study

Local company.

Local joumalists.
Local stories.
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Gladewater Lions Club’s Mandy Wood presented
backpacks and school supplies to Gladewater
Middle School students and Counselor Dana

Yount.

TPWD Hosts Veteran
Suicide Awareness

Ruck Hikes

AUSTIN — Throughout
September, the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department
(TPWD) will host Veteran
Suicide Awareness Ruck
Hikes at Texas State Parks
and State Natural Areas, and
all military, veterans, family
and friends are invited to
participate.

“This will be our third
consecutive year hosting
these events, and it’s been
growing,” said Nicole Mech-
ler, TPWD military and
internship coordinator. “The
more we can advocate and
join together, the better for
our communities.”

Hikes at various locations
are scheduled for each Satur-

Leaf@Filter
3 ). SrotECrion P :
).
En dclea ning Out Gutters!
Zero Clogged Gutter: sGua an rteed

day of the month beginning
on Sept. 6. Each park will
offer a variety of trails and
activities. Information on
the hikes and the specific
host sites are available on
the State Parks Events Cal-
endar website or folks can
reach out through email to
vetcontact@tpwd.texas.gov.

Attendees can request a
modification for a program
or service at least two weeks
before the visit through an
online modification request
form.

TPWD offers Texas Park-
lands Passports which pro-
vide free entry to all Texas
state parks for active duty
military members, veter-
ans, disabled veterans, Gold
Star Families and Senior
Full. Information about the
passports is online at the

2025 Summer

Home Protection Event!
LIFETIME

‘TRANSFERABLE
WARRANTY'
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Texas Parklands Passports
website. Passes can be
obtained with supporting
documents at any State
Park headquarters. State
Park staff advise visitors
who plan to acquire a pass
at the event to arrive early.

Visitors can learn more
about accessibility at
TPWD facilities on the
agencies accessibility in-
formation website.

The complete list of
parks for this year’s ruck
hikes event is below:

Sept. 6: Brazos Bend State Park:
8 a.m.-12pm

Tyler State Park: 8-10 a.m.

McKinney Falls State Park: 8
a.m.-12 p.m.

Cooper Lake State Park (Doctors
Creek Unit): 9-11 a.m.

Sept. 13: Atlanta State Park: 9 a.m.

Hueco Tanks State Park: 7:30 a.m.

Cedar Hill State Park: 6:30 a.m.

Sept. 20: Lockhart State Park:
8:30 a.m.

Abilene State Park: 9a.m.-12 p.m.

Purtis Creek State Park: 8:30
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Dinosaur Valley State Park: 10 a.m.

Cooper Lake State Park: 9-11 a.m.

Caprock Canyon State Park: 10
a.m.

Sept. 27: Daingerfield State Park:
9:30-11 a.m.

Inks Lake State Park: 9 a.m.-12
p.m.

Government Canyon State Park:
8:30 a.m.

Pedernales Falls State Park: 9a.m.

South Llano River State Park: 9
a.m.-12 p.m.

Lake Tawakoni State Park: 8:30
-10:30 a.m.

Goose Island State Park: 9:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m

Lake Bob Sandlin State Park:
5-7p.m.

Upshur-Gregg Soil

and Water signup

August 30 is deadline
to file to run for a seat on
the board of directors of
the Upshur-Gregg Soil
and Water Conservation
District No. 417.

Those who own title
to farm and ranch lands
within subdivision five
of the district are eligible
to run for the seat, and to
vote, in the Oct. 8 elec-
tion, set for 10 a.m. at the
district’s headquarters in
Gilmer.

_\m =

$ .
LonQview

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
LONGVIEW

MICR

ROP:UP
SATURDAY.
SEPT 20"
10AM-2PM

Treasuring the past
While embracing the future

Please note this service is provided thanks to the
support of our volunteers. LACAC reserves the
right to refuse services to any unruly humans
and/or pets. Only available for residents of
Gregg County. Proof of residency is required.

Free pet mlcrochlpplng set Sept 20
for Gladewater’s Gregg Co. residents

Local pets can get chip’d for free next month during a pop-up partnership between the
City of Gladewater and the Longview Animal Care & Adoption Center.

Longview PAWS (Pets Are Worth Saving) is helping out on the no-cost pet microchipping
event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20 at Gladewater City Hall.

The good news comes on the tail-end of the city’s installation of a publicly accessible
microchip scanner near the night drop-box at 519 E. Broadway Ave., another joint venture
with LACAC.

The free chipping is available only to Gregg County residents, City of Gladewater noted.
Proof of residency is required,

Working with the adoption center, “This service is made possible thanks to volunteers...
Keep your furry friends safe and give yourself peace of mind with a free microchip!”

For more information, contact LACAC at (903) 297-7387 or via email to animals@
longviewtexas.gov.

KING PLUMBING

903-539-1716

M36233

NEW CONSTRUCTION @ REMODELS e SERVICE

RMP DENNIS KING

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

903-845-6680

MKT-5894N-A

B%g All Major Credit Cards Accepted H
BEB
Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647

edwardjones.com

gl

Se/f - Service Auto Parts

CALLNOW: 903-297-4300
Vehicle Purchasing Agent

PickersLongview.com | carbuy@pickerslongview.com

5910 W Marshall Ave, Longview, TX 75604

ik
L0

TEXAS

REAL ESTATE

—— EXECUTIVES ————
Do D rocels Gooap 0

SHARON SMITH HAMMER
903-635-5021

sharonlsmithrealtor@gmail.com

t
\
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EAST TEXAS
FOOD BANK

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month

10:00 am to Noon ‘
While supplies last 4 am

1

] e

DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds ! i ade

puds

YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

| Highway 80 East
Gladewater -

845-5186

z%mmd '@ngm

Handcrafted ;| Painted , Custom

Jewelry Gourds X Paintings

Pommts

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

HOURS

7:30 AM. - 5:30 P.M. dasweat? @gmail.com

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS
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‘Prayer Force’ organizers bring challenge to Gladewater churches

Across almost a quarter of a century, September 11 has
become more than just Patriots Day in communities across
East Texas — it’s a poignant reminder to lift up first respond-
ers in prayer.

Ret. Maj. General Vernon Lewis is closing in on a century
himself, but he’s still putting in the miles recruiting more
towns to take up the charge of the Marshall Prayer Force.
Last week saw Lewis and Harrison County Judge Chad Sims
bring the mission to Gladewater with a stop by City Hall.

“It’s a great way for your citizens, your churches to be
involved and minister to your first responders,” Sims told
council members Thursday night.

According to Sims, the initiative began in Harrison County
post-9/11. People flooded churches after the Sept. 11 terror
attacks, but that fervor faded in time.

“We didn’t let that stop in our county.”

The creation of the Prayer Force saw community members
step up and commit to pray for a particular first responder
every day for a year. Each year begins with a banquet, when
participants are assigned a name.

In a small community, like Marshall or Gladewater, it’s
likely the program’s prayerful already know the person

Ret. Maj. General Vernon Lewis (right) and
Harrison County Judge Chad Sims present a
$5,000 check to help launch a local ‘Prayer Force’
program to inspire prayers for first responders.
Gladewater Mayor Brandy Flanagan accepted the
check on the community’s behalf, planning to

“It makes it a lot more personal, a lot easier for them to
prayer for them on a daily basis. Your first responders are
so important and so impacted,” Sims said. “It’s something
we’ve developed on our own, and we’re out sharing it with
other counties and cities.

“We simply wanted to share this with you guys. It’s best
headed up by your churches. If you’d like to get started,
we’ll be happy to help.”

Almost 25 years in, Lewis is eager to see the program
continue to grow.

“It brings this community and the first responders together
like no place in the state of Texas,” he said. “We convinced
Tyler to take it up. Marion County. Jefferson,” and Lewis is
still working on Gregg County.

“It’s a big deal for us. Right now I pray for 12 people
every day. We’ve got a check for $5000 we’ll leave with
you to get started.”

Thursday night’s visit was a presentation in the Citizens
Comments portion of Gladewater’s regular meeting. Mayor
Brandy Flanagan accepted the check on the community’s
behalf, ready to pitch the idea to local congregations.

“It’s a great program our churches would like to get with

they’re lifting up. . and do.”
4 gup pass the challenge on to church organizers.
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Treasuring the past
While embracing the future

PUBLIC HEARING

There will be a public hearing before the City of Gladewater Planning &
Zoning Commission on September 11, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. to consider a request
to rezone the properties located at LTS 1 THRU 10 BLK 132 WOOD HEIGHTS,
LTS 16 THRU 30 BLK 132 WOOD HEIGHTS, NORTH ' ALL BLK 129 WOOD
HEIGHTS, LTS 11 & 12 BLK 132 WOOD HEIGHTS, LT 13 BLK 132 WOOD
HEIGHTS, LT 14 BLK 132 WOOD HEIGHTS, LT 15 BLK 132 WOOD HEIGHTS (N
57; LT 15), LT 15A BLK 132 WOOD HEIGHTS (S 113’ LT 15); more commonly
known as 700 W Melba Ave, Virginia Dr, 100 W Upshur Ave, 802 Melba Ave, 806
Melba Ave, 808 Melba Ave, 406 Howard St, 810 Melba Ave, from multi-family
and/or two-family to heavy commercial.

There will be a second public hearing held by the Gladewater City Council
on September 18, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

All interested parties are invited to attend and participate in these public
hearings. If you are unable to attend these meetings you may send written
comments to Judy Van Houten, City Secretary, City of Gladewater, PO Box
1725, Gladewater, Texas 75647.

To Advertise Your Business
Call Us At 903-845-2235

REVISED
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON TAX INCREASE

A tax rate of $0.61878 per $100 valuation has been proposed by the governing body of the
City of White Oak.

PROPOSED TAX RATE $0.61878 per $100
NO-NEW-REVENUE TAX RATE $0.60002 per $100
VOTER-APPROVAL TAX RATE $0.61878 per $100

The no-new-revenue tax rate is the tax rate for the 2025 tax year that will raise the same
amount of property tax revenue for the City of White Oak from the same properties in both
the 2024 tax year and the 2025 tax year.

The voter-approval rate is the highest tax rate that the City of White Oak may adopt without
holding an election to seek voter approval of the rate.

The proposed tax rate is greater than the no-new-revenue tax rate. This means that the
City of White Oak is proposing to increase property taxes for the 2025 tax year.

A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE WILL BE HELD ON September 9,
2025 at 5 p.m. at White Oak City Hall, 906 S. White Oak Rd, White Oak, Tx 75693.

The proposed tax rate is not greater than the voter-approval tax rate. As a result, the City
of White Oak is not required to hold an election in which voters may accept or reject the
proposed tax rate. However, you may express your support for or opposition to the
proposed tax rate by contacting the members of the City Council of the City of White Oak
at their offices or by attending the public hearing mentioned above.

YOUR TAXES OWED UNDER ANY OF THE TAX RATES MENTIONED ABOVE CAN BE
CALCULATED AS FOLLOWS:

Property tax amount = (tax rate) x (taxable value of your property) / 100

FOR the proposal: Denny Kienzle, Joe Stephens, Thomas Cash, Kevin Hood
AGAINST the proposal:

PRESENT not voting: Kyle Kutch

ABSENT: John Fraizer

Ads@GIadewatermiror.com

PUBLIC HEARING

The City of White Oak will hold a public hearing
regarding the proposed tax rate for the fiscal
year 2025/2026, and a public hearing regarding
the proposed budget for fiscal year 2025/2026
on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at 5 p.m. at City
Hall, 906 S. White Oak Rd, White Oak, Texas.

All interested parties are invited to attend and
participate in these public hearings.
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0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

READ
LOCAL

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your

community. Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
. % Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.
ericas
Newspapers 806.620.1422

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Find out more at
WWW.NeWS Papers.org

Notice of Application for Fluid Injection Well Permit

East Texas Salt Water Disposal Company, 1209 Industrial Blvd., Kilgore, Texas
75662 is applying to the Railroad Commission of Texas for a permit to inject fluid
into a formation which is productive of oil and gas. The applicant proposes to
inject fluid into the Woodbine, Suman Lease, Well Number 7. The proposed injec-
tion well is located 2.5 miles Northeast of Gladewater, in the East Texas Field, in
Upshur County. Fluid will be injected into strata in the subsurface depth interval
from 3625 to 3800 feet.

LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 of the Texas Water Code, as amended, Title 3
of the Texas Natural Resources Code, as amended, and the Statewide Rules of
the Oil and Gas Division of the Railroad Commission of Texas.

Requests for a public hearing from persons who can show they are adversely
affected or requests for further information concerning any aspect of the applica-
tion should be submitted in writing, within fifteen days of publication, to the Envi-
ronmental Services Section, Oil and Gas Division, Railroad Commission of Texas,
P.O. Box 12967, Austin, Texas 78711 (Telephone 512/463-6792).

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter

TexSCAN Week of
Aug. 24-30, 2025

AGRICULTURE

Be tough when it’s tough to talk. Even the toughest
people need help sometimes. AgriStress Helpline for
Texas, 833-897-2474.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

FINANCIAL

10% Preferred Return +2% Kicker. R.E. note backed
fund. $250K min. Accredited only. Call EJ @ Kingdom
Asset Management, 214-830-2999. SEC Reg D 506(c)
offering. Website: www.kamfunds.com.

is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime transfer-
rable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 to schedule
a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate. Plus get
75% off installation and a bonus $250 discount! Limited
time only. Restrictions apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

INTERNET

$39 Blazing Fast Fiber Speeds! No contract! No
credit check! Everyone qualifies! No buffering!
Stream, game, work at incredible fiber speeds! Only
$39 month, 866-901-2652.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dentalSOplus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for
an offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CAS$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!
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For assistance or detailed information about tax calculations, please contact: Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers « Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

Michelle Terry,Tax Assessor-Collector

101 E. Methvin, Suite 215, Longview TX 75601
903-237-2552

proptax@co.gregg.tx.us

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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WOISD adopts 1% deficit budget,
focuses on long-term sustainability

Continued from Page 1

“We’ve delayed bus needs even though we have a grant
to purchase three new buses. We’re going to delay that for
a year, and we’ll revisit that next year.”

WOISD is still personnel-heavy relative to its student
population. The overarching goal is to let the employee roster
naturally shrink back to pre-COVID levels.

“We are lowering the number of staff through attrition
to bring a sustainable balance with the number of students
enrolled,” Howard said. “It’s a slow process.

Meanwhile, “We still need to complete a study of what
positions are needed.”

It will take years to get where the district wants to be fi-
nancially, Howard told the trustees, but White Oak’s figures
are pointed in the right direction.

“I want to be able to do the best job, not for anybody in
this room but for the kids down the hill,” Howard said, “to
know they have the best programs, they have the best op-
portunities, they have everything they need because we’re
trying to take care of them.”

Upshur County races heating up

By Phillip Williams

A Republican primary race for Upshur County Precinct 4
commissioner developed last week when former Commis-
sioner Mike Spencer announced he will challenge incumbent
Jay W. Miller in the March 3 election.

That means contests have developed for at least two county
offices on the GOP primary ballot as two candidates have
announced for retiring County Judge Todd Tefteller’s post.
They are veteran Gilmer attorney Brandon Winn and builder/

funeral home assistant Brandon Dodd.
Spencer is a businessman, farmer and rancher, while
Miller, a businessman, is seeking re-election to a third term.
Only other candidate to announce as of Monday for an
Upshur office is yet another Republican, Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Dustin Nicholson, a businessman seeking re-election
to a third term.
All current elected county officials are Republicans.
Any runoffs, whether local, regional, or statewide, result-

City uncorks liquor store decision

Continued from Page 1
which are tied to Heavy Commercial zoning and to licensing
that doesn’t explicitly require council approval.

Adhikari noted the state has already approved and issued
the necessary liquor license and the developers are ready to
begin doing business immediately.

“We trusted the process, invested millions and followed
every rule carefully.”

The council spent about an hour and 15 minutes in closed
session Aug. 21, not just for legal advice on liquor stores
but also regarding property on W. Commerce Street and
Ferry Street and for an update on an underage house party
at Lake Gladewater. Property and consultation with counsel

N 2O e e ®

are common exceptions to the Texas Open Meetings Act.

Returning to open session, the group took no action on
the house party, but they did approve deeding a property
to Gladewater Economic Development Corporation and
unanimously approved revisiting the liquor store issue at a
coming meeting.

This week’s special session agenda, set for 6 p.m. Aug. 28,
includes discussion and consideration to rescind the previous
actoin denying requests for SUPs for the two properties. The
meeting will also include a budget workshop and record vote
on the city’s proposed tax rate for Fiscal Year 2025-2026
along with consideration of a recommended firm to perform
the financial audit for FY25.

Get your fill of

the fun
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DON'T MISS THE EMERSON FARMS
PETTING 200 AND PIG RACES EVERY NIGHT

EXHIBITS AND CARNIVAL OPEN TO PUBLIC
$35 ARMBAND BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE
BLAZE 102.7 AND 106.9

KIM DONNETT TRIO ON STAGE

$35 ARMBAND & FAMILY DAY BROUGHT
TO YOU BY KYKK 105.7
DARBY WARREN BAND ON STAGE

$35 ARMBAND MEGA 99.3 FIESTA DAY
DOMINATE MUSICAL RIGIDO
DIFERENTEZ de ZACATECAS

Stage sponsored by Telco Plus CU

$30 ARMBAND
SENIOR CITIZENS ADMITTED FREE
TOMMIE HELM BAND ON STAGE

$30 ARMBAND BROUGHT TO YOU BY KOYE
95.7101.8
LEE MATHIS ON STAGE

$30 ARMBAND BROUGHT TO YOU BY KETK
EAST TEXAS AND FOX 51
JACKSON JAMES BAND ON STAGE

$30 ARMBANDS CBS 19
MISS GREGG COUNTY PAGEANT ON STAGE

$35 ARMBANDS
JOSH DAVIS - ELVIS TRIBUTE ON STRGE

Grégg County Fai

ONCOLOGY
sent. oth-13th

1123 Jaycee Drive, Longview

TEXAS

903) 753-4478
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SATURDAY, SEPT. 6 4:00 P.M. TO 12:00 A.M.

$35 ARMBAND
SENIOR CITIZENS ADMITTED FREE
DEL RIO BAND ON STAGE

SUNDAY, SEPT. 7 4:00 P.M. TO 10:00 P.M.
MONDAY - WEDNESDAY, SEPT 8-10 6:00 P.M. TO 10:00 P.M.
THURSDAY, SEPT. 11 6:00 P.M. TO 11:00 P.M.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 12 6:00 P.M. TO 12:00 A.M.
SATURDAY, SEPT. 13 4:00 P.M. TO 12:00 A.M.

‘ CITIZENS AND
f POLICE, FIRE, FIRST
’ RESPONDERS &
M RE
S MILITARY ADMITTED

COUNTY
PAGENT
- SEPT.MTH »

www.greggcountyfair.com
Try Your Luck or Get a Rush!

Play it your way with games of chance, games
of skill, arcade games and loads of super-cool
prizes. Plus, hop the many exciting rides for
adults and kids, including the crazy coaster and
jumbo Ferris wheel. Check out our inside and
outside vendors.

With more than 25 foodvendors offering
everything from tasty finger foods to overstuffed
burgers and oversized desserts, there’s
something amazing for every craving.

- ARMBANDS

Broadway School Grounds
200 E. Broadway Ave.
Gladewater, Texas

Arts, erafts, ceramics,
dolls, needlework,
jewelry, clothing,

homemade goodies,
and much more!

 HANDCRAFTED ITEMS ONLY.

Sp onsored by

, , Jexas
24 - CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
WORKING TOGETHER FOR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
Call 903.845.5501
E-Mail info@gladewaterchamber.org
Web www.gladewaterchamber.org
P.O. Box 1409, 215 N. Main ¢ Gladewater TX 75647

this Fall at the fair!
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Admission 74

58

GATE ADMISSION
CHILDREN 3
& UNDER FREE

L~
N

SENIOR

FREE EACH DAY
OF THE FAIR
(with ID or Badge)

% COUPONS
DAILY

DAILY

Check .
_out our
p inside and

outside

vendors

see vou at tlle tair! FEATURING

FRIDAY, SEPT. 5 6:00 P.M. TO 12:00 A.M.

AMUSEMENT MIDWAY PROVIDERS
"Your ¥
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L. Brandon Dodd for
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It has been my honor and privilege to serve my fellow man for many years.

Together, and with a fantastic amount of collective effort, we have been able to make
our community and Upshur County, Texas a better place to live.

It is time to take the next step.

As your Upshur County Judge, | will fight to continue all of the great things
currently set in motion, build upon all of the relationships that I've spent a
lifetime building, and do the hard things to make sure that our children can raise
their families right here in Upshur County.

We have the best people anywhere, and vast resources right here, and it’s time
that we come together to strategically grow in all of the places that benefit us
and allow us to grow .... without collapsing our rooftops

with the weight of Property Taxes.

There is another way ... and together we can accomplish greater things while still
maintaining our simple way of life here.

| believe in us and NO ONE will fight harder to help make it happen for us.

For those of you concerned about the incredibly critical legal aspect of Upshur
County Judge (because | am not an attorney) ..... there are only 24 of 254
counties in Texas that still have attorneys as County Judge.

The rest of our counties, including rural counties just like ours,
have elected businessmen-just like myself.

That said, | have spent years building relationships in the legal system
and will continue to study, learn, and develop those things that will allow
that to be a near seamless transition.

What we need is a businessman who has the best interest of Upshur County
in mind - even before his own best interest.

As far as | am concerned, what’s good for you is ultimately the best for me and
my family.

| am that man.
1 ask for your help and support as I undertake this great

opportunity for growth for our families ..... our posterity.

Please vote L. Brandon Dodd
for Upshur Gounty Judge.

Pol Adv Pd for by L. Brandon Dodd, P.O. Box 1081 Gilmer, Texas 75644
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