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PAWS helps
shelter look
out for animal
population

By James Draper

Some of Gladewater’s four-
legged locals will be easier to ID
in the future, thanks to the free
microchip clinic for Gregg County
pets Sept. 21 at Gladewater City
Hall.

The chipping event was spear-
headed by Longview Animal Care
& Adoption Center with help
from the volunteers of Longview
PAWS, Pets Are Worth Saving.

“Our mission is to raise aware-
ness in our community of the
shelter’s immediate and long-term
needs, fundraise for the benefit of
the shelter animals, recruit volun-
teers and new supporters, facilitate
donation drives, implement com-
munity outreach efforts, and serve
as an animal welfare resource for
the residents of Gregg County.”

Saturday’s free event was part of
the ‘PAWS & Effect Project’ en-
compassing community outreach
initiatives to enhance the lives of
animals in Gregg County.

“Every dollar donated directly
supporters these vital programs,”
according to the group, “helping
animals lead happy, healthy lives
while reducing unwanted and stray
populations in our community.”

Log on to longviewpaws.org
for more information or email
longviewpaws@gmail.com to
learn more and contribute.

Animal advocate Brooke
Fritz displays one of the tiny
microchip IDs being
implanted in local pets at no
cost Sept. 20 at Gladewater
City Hall.
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White Oak’s Tyson McKinney (5) and Cal Jester (10)
celebrate McKinney’s 48-yard touchdown grab from
quarterback Jaxsen Ludlow during the Roughnecks’ 69-6
rout of Queen City on Friday night at Roughneck Stadium.

(See more on Page 3.) Photo by Mike Peery
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Gladewater Town Hall
meeting features city,
school, GEDCO Oct. 7

Mark your calendars (again).

After an initial date mix-up, the next Mayor’s Town Hall event is, in
fact, set for Tuesday, Oct. 7, beginning at 6 p.m. at Gladewater High
School.

“All of our team will be there,” Mayor Brandy Flanagan told audience
members at the city council’s regular meeting last week. In addition to
city staffers and officials standing by to field questions, “What’s exciting
about this one is we’ll also be joined by the new superintendent of the
school along with our EDC director.”

Gladewater ISD Supt. Rae Ann Patty marks ten months in her post
in October. Gladewater Economic Development Corporation Executive
Director Anna Conlan is wrapping up her first year on the job.

It’s Flanagan’s third town hall event. She and her council colleagues
are eager to share the podium — city, school, EDC.

“Just really highlighting how all these entities are working together to
be able to do things quicker,” Flanagan said. “Please come out. There will
be open discussion there,” with fewer restrictions on the elected officials
than they experience in their typical monthly sessions.

“It is very much interactive. There will be panel discussions where
you’re able to ask any question that you would like and we are there to
answer them for you.”

For more information, contact Gladewater City Hall at 903-845-2196.

RAEANN PATTY BRANDY J. FLANAGAN ANNA CONLAN
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Texas Opioid Abatement Fund Council Awards $21.2
Million, 109 Grants to Combat Statewide Opioid Crisis

AUSTIN — Acting Texas Comptroller Kelly Hancock today announced
the Texas Opioid Abatement Fund Council (OAFC or the Council) has voted
to award 109 grants totaling $21.2 million to entities across Texas respond-
ing to the opioid crisis.

This vote marks a major accomplishment for the program.

“Today represents a significant milestone,” said Hancock, who chairs the
Council. “For the first time, the Council has awarded grants to communities in
every region of our state. We look forward to seeing how these resources will
change lives, as local organizations put them to work supporting individuals
and families impacted by the opioid crisis across Texas.”

These funds were made available through the Short-term Community-
based Opioid Recovery Effort (CORE) grant opportunity, which allocates the
funding to each of the 20 Regional Healthcare Partnerships (RHP) in Texas.

OAFC awarded grants to proposals that aligned with Council-approved
strategies in the following categories: treatment and coordination of care,
prevention and public safety, recovery support services, and workforce
development and training. This grant opportunity is for short-term projects,
and the maximum grant award is $250,000 or 20 percent of the total funds

City of Gladewater honors former mayor,
first lady’s ongoing gifts to community

“Tonight we have the privilege of recognizing two people whose generosity and love for Gladewater have
touched nearly every department of our city.”

When Mayor Brandy Flanagan began her remarks honoring John Paul and Beverly Tallent Sept. 18, the
couple’s total donations to the City of Gladewater in the past five years alone stood at more than $155,000.

By the time the presentation was finished, the tally had grown by another $10,000.

“Beyond the dollar amount,” Flanagan said, “their gifts present a legacy of care, generosity and dedication

to the City of Gladewater.

From $5,000 for new carpet at City Hall, $8,500 for a new ceiling and flooring for Gladewater police and
fire, $10,000 for Lee-Bardwell Library to seven Briar Wood lots valued at $105,000 to extend Everett Park
for the sake of a new dog park, the contributions add up quickly. They’re ongoing, though, such as through
the annual Thanksgiving dinners the couple funds for city personnel.

“John Paul and Beverly Tallent have faithfully invested in projects that strengthen our community, support
our employees and enrich the lives of our citizens,” Flanagan said. “They come tonight bearing more,” includ-
ing another $5,000 donation dedicated to the developing dog park, “ensuring that future growth and enjoyment

Continued on Page 7

Annual Arts &
Crafts a big

Success

The Broadway School
grounds exploded with craft
and color over the weekend
as scores of artisans and
patrons descended on the
52nd annual Gladewater Arts
& Crafts Festival. Spearheaded
by Gladewater Chamber of
Commerce, the event drew
vendors and participants from
across the region for a wide
assortment of handmade
goods.

Photos by James Draper

available in each region. Once the OAFC finalizes grant agreements, it will
distribute the funds on a reimbursement basis.

A list of entities receiving awards can be found on the Comptroller’s
website.

“I am honored, as part of the Council, to support organizations across
the state that are working tirelessly to confront the opioid crisis,” said Dr.
Pedro Fernandez, a member of the Council. “By awarding these grants,
we are empowering communities, expanding access to lifesaving care and
building the capacity needed to bring hope and healing to the Texans most
affected — a central goal of the Council’s mission.”

The Texas Legislature formed the OAFC in 2021 to ensure money re-
covered through the joint efforts of the state and its political subdivisions
from statewide opioid settlement agreements is allocated fairly and spent
to remediate the opioid crisis using efficient, cost-effective methods. The
OAFC is made up of 13 appointed experts and administered by Hancock,
who serves as the non-voting presiding officer.

For more information about the work of the OAFC, including settlement
agreements and other related documents, go to the Comptroller’s website.
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Gladewater Mayor Brandy Flanagan (left) presents a plaque
to John Paul & Beverly Tallent Sept. 18 “in grateful
appreciation for decades of dedicated service and support
to the City of Gladewater and our citizens.”
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(QPINION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

..it’s just life

Life in the fast lane is too fast...and a little bumpy. Last Sunday
Jim’s step-dad fell and dislocated a finger. Our angel of mercy nurse
practitioner daughter-in-heart took him to the ER. She didn’t want us
exposed to COVID ifit could be avoided. On Tuesday Jim’s mom fell
and broke her hip. I spent the next four days at the ER and hospital.
Now she is in rehab and recovering nicely.

Daughter-in-heart is a hospitalist with a heavy case load and a much
clearer understanding of the dangers of COVID-19 than the typical
Facebook expert. So all I am going to say is, wear a flipping mask
and keep your hands clean. [ have personally known three people who
have died from it. And do NOT give me that “underlying condition”
garbage. People live a LONG time with underlying conditions when
not exposed to DEADLY viruses.

On Saturday our son went to California for a 2-to-3 week fire
assignment. He will be managing helitack (helicopter) aviation on one
of the big fires. This is his calling and he is passionate about what he
does, just as his precious wife is called to a medical career, just as I
was called to teach and my sweetheart to journalism. Callings drive
us. Love motivates us.

I planned to go to my childhood home on the ranch last week and
troubleshoot stuff I have had on the back bumer for far too long.
This Friday I was supposed to be headed to Lubbock to surprise my
Mom for her 93rd birthday. But I can’t after possible exposure in
the hospital. And by the way, my brilliant medical doctor who is a
former high school journalism student of mine said the COVID fast
test is extremely unreliable. Daughter-in-heart agrees 100 percent.
Just sayin’.

So here is what T have learned in the last week or so: My son chose
not only a wonderful wife who is gifted at what she does, he chose the
daughter I cherish. My son is courageous, smart, funny and driven to
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make a difference. I knew all of that already, but to say I am proud of
him pales in light of his service.

The staff at Christus GSMC is phenomenal almost to a person
whether they are delivering meals, cleaning, nursing or in transport.
Gifted orthopedic surgeon Dr. Littlejohn ain’t no slouch either. The
Christus spiritual support is not surprising, but it most certainly is
uplifting.

And, I know with every fiber of my being that hot, hot baths are
never ever to be taken for granted. ..especially after five days. I truly
am thankful for the gift of hot water and my spa tub.

Finally, I am homesick for black dirt, front porches and coffee, cattle
at early evening grazing near the house. Life changes. Our lifestyle
changes. We may not change as much, at least not on the inside. I will
get to the ranch. I will get out to see my Mom and West Texas family
in Lubbock. And it will be the right time when it happens.

When I look at the last week I see how good life really is. Family
to love and support and encourage us. Family to help carry the load.
People who care...whether they are pushing a mop or a syringe.
And the sunsets out our west facing hospital room window were
phenomenal. A reminder, along with the prayers over the intercom
that there is a plan, there is peace in the midst of chaos and there most
definitely is love.

Global Markets

For much of the past decade, the US stock market has
dramatically outperformed its global counterparts. A major
reason is the emergence and dominance of the US technology
sector and the rapid expansion of “mega-cap” companies
such as Alphabet (Google), Apple, Meta, Microsoft, Amazon,
Tesla, and Nvidia. However, there are signs that international
equities may be making a comeback.

Thus far this year, international stocks are enjoying higher
returns than those of US firms by some measures. This phe-
nomenon has not been limited to a single region, as numer-
ous markets have shown impressive gains. Historically, the
performance leader has swung from the US to the rest of the
world and back multiple times, and several key factors are
contributing to this current shift.

One reason is the high values of US stocks, particularly
in the technology sector, which have been trading at a sig-
nificant premium compared to international equities. Price-
to-earnings ratios for US stocks have been higher for quite a
while. In fact, the valuation gap is the widest that it has been
in decades. As a result, other major markets are becoming
a more attractive proposition for value-seeking investors.

In addition, many countries began easing up on monetary
policy before the United States. The Federal Reserve has not
yet reduced interest rates this year (following three moves in
2024), while central banks elsewhere (particularly in Europe)
have implemented cuts. Much of this pattern stems from the
potential inflationary effects of tariffs and the resilience of
domestic growth. Nonetheless, this approach has put US
economic prospects and corporate earnings at a comparative
disadvantage.

Another factor is that, while US market strength has been
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highly concentrated in relatively few technology-oriented
stocks, other sectors, such as financials and industrials, are
now showing some momentum. These segments are more
heavily represented in international markets, thus enhancing
the attractiveness of global investments.

Despite the performance of international stocks, investors
have been slow to shift until recently. There is growing ac-
knowledgment of the risks associated with concentration in
the US market due to high valuations and the importance of
a small number of firms to overall returns. Additionally, US
firms are affected by various domestic policy issues which
have brought unprecedented uncertainty and notable volatil-
ity of late (though many nations face significant challenges).

International markets are gaining significant ground due
to more attractive valuations, favorable monetary policy,
and a different mix of companies. The underlying driver of
stock markets is expected firm profitability which is in turn
dependent on economic conditions and innovation. While the
US equities markets will remain the gold standard, there are
definitive signs that global dynamics are shifting. The com-
ing months should be quite interesting to watch. Stay safe!

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of The Perryman Group (www.per-
rymangroup.com), which has served the needs of
over 3,000 clients over the past four decades.
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DPS officers arrest thousands
of undocumented immigrants

In an operation being called “Lone Star 2.0,” more than
3,000 undocumented immigrants have been arrested by
Texas Department of Public Safety officers this year, ac-
cording to records obtained by The Texas Tribune. As il-
legal border crossings plunge, state police are shifting their
energies toward aiding the Trump administration’s mass
deportation effort.

From late January through early September, DPS recorded
3,131 arrests by specialty teams created at the direction of
Gov. Greg Abbott and previously unreported. Nearly all those
arrests were for allegedly violating federal immigration laws,
a role once performed exclusively by federal authorities.

“Operation Lone Star 2.0 is underway statewide — with
DPS personnel working to combat and interdict criminal
activity with a nexus to the border,” DPS spokesperson
Sheridan Nolen said in an email.

Only the federal government has the authority to enforce
immigration violations. State and local police cannot arrest
someone solely for being undocumented without agreements
made with the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or the
agencies under its umbrella, The Tribune reported.

Unlike the original Lone Star initiative along the border,
DPS officials have remained tight-lipped about its deporta-
tion efforts in the state’s interior.

Nearly half of Texas counties
are maternal care deserts

A recent report concludes that 47% of Texas counties are
“maternity care deserts, The Dallas Morning News reported.
The report from the nonprofit March of Dimes concludes
those counties have no obstetric providers, birth centers,
hospitals with obstetric units, and no OB-GYNs or family
doctors who practice obstetrics. Further, another report in-
dicates that 93 of the state’s 160 rural hospitals do not have
labor and delivery units.

Shortages of obstetric care occur throughout the state, re-
gardless of geography, though rural areas are most affected.
As a result, rural mothers are at much higher risk of death
than mothers in urban areas. In some areas, maternal death
rates in rural areas are nearly double the rates of urban areas.

The Texas Legislature approved more than $300 million
in funding for rural health care in hopes of boosting rural
hospitals.

“Anything in the positive helps,” said Dr. Kia Parsi,
executive director of Texas A&M’s Rural and Community
Health Institute, “but we are not at the point where we have
stabilized rural maternal health care.”

Media organizations want
Paxton divorce records unsealed

Eight Texas news organizations are asking a state judge to
unseal records in the divorce case of Attorney General Ken
Paxton and his wife, state Sen. Angela Paxton, R-McKinney.

Lawyers for the news organizations argue that the Paxtons
are both public officials, the Houston Chronicle reported.
Hearst Newspapers, owners of the Chronicle and several
Texas newspapers, is one of the groups suing. They argue that
the public has a legitimate interest in information regarding
allegations of adultery and requests to disproportionately
divide the couple’s property.

“The public has a compelling and legitimate interest in
understanding the conduct of these public officers, the na-
ture and extent of assets held by these long-serving public
officers, and any allegations of fault, misconduct, or abuse
of trust—particularly where such issues may bear on the per-
formance of official duties, the ethical obligations of office,
or AG Paxton’s service in current or future public office,”
reads the filing by Tyler J. Bexley and Joel W. Reese of law
firm Reese Marketos, LLP.

Angela Paxton filed for divorce in July after 38 years of
marriage, citing adultery as the reason. The case was sealed
by a Collin County judge at her request. Ken Paxton is run-
ning in the GOP primary next March against incumbent U.S.
Sen. John Cornyn.

THE SERIOUSNESS OF SIN #4

What is needed to solve the problem of sin? Our worst-case scenario is that man has sinned and stands
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condemned (Rom. 3: 23). The penalty is physical death on earth (Heb. 9: 27) and spiritual death as ever-
lasting punishment for sin in eternity (Matt. 25: 46; Isa. 59: 1-2). This being true, is there any hope for
man?

Search as we may, we will find that money and wealth are not enough to take care of the problem of
sin. The apostle Peter wrote: “For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty (aimless)
life you inherited from your ancestors. And the ransom He paid was not mere gold or silver. He paid for
you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God” (I Pet. 1: 18). New Living
Translation. While money and wealth can be a great tool for good if it is used wisely, God who owns all
things does not need our money and will not receive it as a bribe nor a ransom for our soul.

We also learn that the works of man’s own righteousness are insufficient to pay the price for sin. Titus
3: 5 says: “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit.” The New Testament in Modern
English has “Not by virtue of any moral achievements of ours.” Man’s works, however sincere will not
take away sin. But still, many still believe that man can save himself. This is one of the delusions of the
“New Age” philosophy. It teaches that salvation comes not from without (someone else coming to our
rescue) but from within (as we discover ourselves and our own resources. So “Look unto yourself” Shirley
Maclaine urges us. “Explore yourself for all the answers are within yourself.” In her book which is re-
vealingly titled “Going Within,” she writes that “The New Age is all about self-responsibility, i.e. tasking
responsibility for everything that happens, since the only source is ourselves.”

Old Testament animal sacrifices cannot solve the sin problem. Though they were accepted under the
Law of Moses, such were not enough to rescue man from his sin problem Heb. 10 :4 says: “For it is not
possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins.” If something is not possible then it is
impossible! But consider this: It is just as impossible for man to achieve salvation from sin by the “five
pillars of Islam,” or, by “Hindu resolutions or renunciation,” or, by “Buddhist ethics,” or, by the nuances
of the “New Age philosophy,” or by the teaching of “Joseph Smith, Jr.”

What then, is the answer for man’s sin-problem? We will address this next week. Stay tuned. Think
on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.
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Bears slam Panthers, ‘Necks win big

By Tyler Sutton

It was another beautiful
night at Jack V. Murphy
stadium as the Gladewa-
ter Bears closed out their
non district portion of their
schedule by hosting the
Spring Hill Panthers. And
it got ugly quick and the
Bears never looked back as
they dismantled the Panthers
56-7.

The Panthers won the toss
and deferred to the second
half so the Bears got the ball
first and went right down the
field with a 7 play drive that
was capped off when Tra
Watts punched it in for a 7
yard TD run. They then went
for two and were successful
and just like that it was 8-0
Gladewater. After a Spring
Hill 3 and out, their punt
was blocked and the Bears
had great field position and
took advantage when Aubry
Floyd took it in for a 10
yard TD run and got the two
again and it was 16-0 Bears.
After a Panthers turnover on
downs, Gladewater again
took advantage to start the
2" quarter when Floyd took
it again once again, this time
from 6 yards out and it was
23-0 Gladewater. After yet
another punt from Spring
Hill, the Bears offense went
to work again when Tra
Watts found the end zone for
a 3 yard TD and the blowout
was on as it was 30-0 Bears.

Gladewater would add to
that lead one more time be-
fore the half when Achillies
Hess found Jakobe Crosby
for a 6 yard TD pass and
it was 36-0 Gladewater at
the half.

The Bears picked up
where they left off to begin
the 3" quarter when Kayson
Harris broke free for a 40
yard TD run and it was 42-0
Gladewater. After a Panthers
fumble, Harris again found
a hole and took it the dis-
tance for a 42 yard TD run
and it was 49-0 Bears. The
Panthers finally got on the
board early in the 4" quarter
to end the shutout and made
it a 49-7 game. The Bears
would cap the scoring when
Ethan Alvarez took it in for
a 3 yard TD run and that
was the game at 56-7. “ We
played as good as could pos-
sibly be asked tonight.” “ All
sides of the ball was clicking
and it was awesome to see.”
“ Perfect way to end non
district and now we move on
to district play next week “
said coach Lewis. The Bears
improve to 3-1 on the season
and will begin district play
with a road trip to Jefferson.
Kick off is at 7 PM.

Roughnecks nail

Queen City, 69-6

The White Oak Rough-
necks wrapped up their non
district schedule as they

- v

hosted Queen City. And it
wasn’t much of a contest as
White Oak dismantled QC
69-6. Kenny Poul carried
eight times for 63 yards
and scored three times for
White Oak. Jaxsen Ludlow
completed 5 of 11 passes for
103 yards and three touch-
downs, rushed for 76 yards
and two scores and caught a
pass. Levi Sipes had seven
carries for 48 yards and a
TD. Tysen McClain caught
two passes for 41 yards and
two TDs. Tyson McKinney
hauled in one pass for 42
yards and a score, and Logan
Ladwig filled the stat sheet
with two carries for 67 yards,
two catches for 22 yards, a
blocked punt, an intercep-
tion and a fumble recovery.
Poul and Branton Wood
recovered fumbles. Jose
Garcia recorded a sack, and
Angel Mejia and Cameron
Venable intercepted passes
with Mejia returning his for
a touchdown. The Rough-
necks improve to 4-0 and
will begin district play next
as they host Atlanta. Kickoff
is at 7 PM.

The Union Grove Lions
made the long trip to Was-
kom to kick off district play
against the Wildcats and it
didn’t go as they wanted as
they fell 54-21. After falling
behind 14-0, the Lions of-
fense woke up when Brycen
Porter found Carter Cooper
wide-open for a 16-yard
catch and run touchdown to

Jose Garcia disrupts the Queen City quarterback’s release, leading to an
interception by teammate Cameron Venable in White Oak’s dominant 69-6
victory over the Bulldogs on Friday night at Roughneck Stadium.

Photo by Mike Peery

cut Waskom’s lead to 14-7.
After another quick Wildcats
score, Union Grove respond-
ed after Kohl Stevens went
untouched for a 16-yard run

to cut the lead to 21-14. But
it was all Waskom after as
their offense continued to
go up and down the field.
Union Grove did find the end

zone one more time when
Porter found Cooper for a
nine-yard touchdown recep-
tion to cut Waskom’s lead to
40-21. The Lions fall to 3-1

and 0-1 I district play and
will next have their district
home opener when they host
the Hawkins Hawks. Kickoff
is at 7 PM.

Automotive
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win (23-25, 18-25, 25-15,25-22, 15-12). They were scheduled to Boogie Band” 3 TXism:“___ Nacogdoches “I'l Die Before 55 TX Rodriguez hit:
take on Elysian Fields but that match was cancelled. Union Grove 36 abodes _ whipped pup” AM and FM _ ‘Pass _ 7

is now 9-12 on the season and will next be in action when they
open up district play with a home match with Hawkins and then

make the short trip to Big Sandy.

Systems

903-295-3383

Inc.

White Oak
(903) 295-8883

Monday-Friday

7am.-5p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m.-noon

automotiverestorationsystems.com omas Cesh Oourer

See Answers On Page 4A
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GPD Activity Report

White Oak Police
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[ANIVALCONTROL st 1009 {26E MARY MARY AssisT ] LAY LOWAUTONOTIE 01 N MAN AN ST
v sty 10 201 GAY GAYAVE ABANDONED 911 s o4 {1513N DASEY DAISEY ST
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IALARMIOTHER 20254522| 2233(FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR EMS 20254600 1401 |205MABLEMABLE and assistance. Some o € mostcommon calls were: 1stur-
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See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Since 1936

300 Hwy. 80 East

* Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk

Bailey’s SACE J.O.

Mon-Fri :00-7: Gladewater, 1 H adewater
TR ok reiralll Williams RG] COMMUNITIES

DEPEND ON LOCAL
NEWSPAPERS

BAPTIST
Calvary Baptist * 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist ¢+ 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church ¢ 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church « 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church ¢ 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist * 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist + 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist + 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible * 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist » 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist ¢+ 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist + 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ « 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly
newspaper every month.

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

Rocky Church of Christ New Life Fellowship Church « 903-261-4227 S A et by ot Vemtarea, " PopeT Study
CATHOLIC Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church ¢ 903-845-2306 Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801
CHARISMATIC PENTECOSTAL
New Life Church « 903-845-8108 First United Pentecostal + 903-845-2922
LUTHERAN Northside Pentecostal
Our Redeemer Lutheran « 903-758-2019 Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
CHURCH OF GOD Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
Elevate Worship Center  903-374-2064 PRESBYTERIAN
NAZARENE First Presbyterian » 903-845-2905
Church of the Nazarene ¢ 903-845-4425 Full Gospel Fellowship
METHODIST Gladewater Revival Church
First Methodist Church Gladewater « 903-845-2565 Living Hope Fellowship * 903-261-2023

Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God « 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holiness* 903-845-8195

McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church ¢ 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist « 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist * 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

70

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

Local company.

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

Local joumalists.
Local stories.
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Third Town Hall
event brings 3

community leaders
to the table Oct. 2

City, school and business
will all be in the spotlight
Oct. 2 during Gladewater
Mayor Brandy Flanagan’s
third Town Hall Meeting.

Featuring Gladewater ISD
Superintendent Rae Ann
Patty and Gladewater Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration Executive Direc-
tor Anna Conlan alongside
Flanagan and the team at
Gladewater City Hall, the
public panel discussion and
talkback begins at 6 p.m.
that Tuesday evening in the
Gladewater High School
Cafeteria. Other key par-
ticipants include Gladewater
City Council members, City
Manager Charlie Smith and
more municipal personnel.

According to the organiz-
ers, “This Town Hall will
begin with brief presenta-
tions, followed by a panel
discussion format that will
allow citizens to ask ques-
tions directly.”

“Your voice matters, and
you are an integral part of
Team Gladewater. The May-
or encourages everyone to
be part of the conversation
as we continue to move
Gladewater forward.”

Teen Game Night

slated in Gilmer

The Upshur County Li-
brary in Gilmer will host
“Teen Game Night” for ages
12-18 Saturday.

The event is set for 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. at the library at
702 W. Tyler, which is also
Texas 154.

It involves board games,
video games and card games,
said library cataloger Han-
nah Hooser.

Those planning to attend
are asked to make reserva-
tions by calling the library
at 903-843-5001 to ensure
enough food is on hand.

Admission is free.

g What ”s Happening?

Gladewater Rotary Club President Sam Cloud
(left) welcomes District 5830 Governor Damon
Donnell and Assistant Governor Donna Koerner
as the local group’s featured guests Sept. 18.

(Mirror photo by Darla Ferguson)

The library will also be
closed Monday.

ETCADA featured

GALA speaker

The speaker for the GALA
September luncheon meet-
ing held last Tuesday was
Shannon Jones, a representa-
tive of E.T.C.A.D.A. (East
Texas Council of Alcohol
and Drug Abuse) who gave
a professional, yet personal
presentation highlighting the
increasing problem of drug
overdoses, largely due to the
increasing potency of illicit
drugs, as well as unsanitary
back-street manufacturing of
these drugs.

As a 10-year recovering
addict, Mrs. Jones makes
presentations in area schools
as wells as community orga-
nizations. She also warned
that not every overdose is
from addicts on the street,
but could be due to pre-
scription medications. She
distributed boxes of Narcan
to keep on hand in case of
accidental overdose of pre-
scribed pain pills or in the
case of anyone who may
need to reverse an overdose.

GHS Bear alumni

gather Saturday

The 2025 Gladewater All-
School Reunion kicks-off
at 11 a.m. Saturday at the
Former Students Building.

Hosted by the 50th Re-
union Class of 1975, the
event welcomes students
from all GHS graduating
classes, beginning with a
Meet & Greet at 2509 Hen-
dricks St.

—

(p)v m 3.776& ~aullisss S

The opening message and
invocation is set for noon,
followed by a meal and so-
cial time before the reunion’s
program and presentation of
outstanding alumni at 1:15
p.m.

Residents asked
to pitch-in for

cleanup Oct. 11

Gladewater’s Fall 2025
Citywide Cleanup is just a
couple of weeks out, and
this year’s event will once
again take a multi-prong
approach to sprucing up the
community.

Along with Gladewater
Chamber of Commerce and
volunteers, City Hall’s spear-
heading the Oct. 11 effort:
“Together, let’s show some
hometown pride and keep
our community looking its
best.”

Downtown, city personnel
and helpers will be on-hand
to transfer residents’ car,
truck and trailer-loads of
trash into roll-off containers.
Running 8 a.m. to noon that
Saturday morning, residents
are invited to drop-off their
accumulated junk at the
city’s collection site on East
Commerce Street.

Meanwhile, “The City of
Gladewater will be offering
curbside pick-up for our dis-
abled and senior residents,”
per City Hall’s event page.
To schedule a pick-up, call
the Water Utility Billing
Department at 903-845-2196
no later than noon Thursday,
Oct. 9.

Concurrent to the collec-
tions, the city is recruiting
volunteers to spread through-
out the community for an
autumn litter round-up: “We
need you to help us make a
big impact.”

Helpers will gather at 7:45
a.m. Oct. 11 at the Ken Ben-
nett Pavilion on East Pacific.

“From there, we’ll head
out to neighborhoods and
parks across the city to roll
up our sleeves and get Glade-
water shining.

RONALD “RONNIE” KEITH ALLEN

Ronald “Ronnie” Keith Allen, born December 31, 1956,
in Gladewater, Texas, entered into eternal rest on September
11, 2025, at the age of 68.

On July 9, 1988, Ronald married the love of his life,
Brenda G. Allen. Together they built a beautiful life filled
with love, laughter, and family.
Ronald was a proud owner of B&L
Cabinets, where he dedicated his
talent and craftsmanship to creat-
ing quality work that reflected his
| strong work ethic and passion.
3| He was respected not only as a
businessman, but as a man of
integrity who built lasting rela-
| tionships with his customers and
7| community.
\ Outside of work, Ronald en-
\| joyed spending time at the fam-
\| ily farm, operating his “big boy
4 toys” - his excavator, bulldozer,
4 and dump truck. He loved hunting,

watching NASCAR, and fulfilled
a lifelong dream with a memorable hunting trip to Africa.
He was also a proud supporter of ETBA, TABA, NAHB,
NRA, and BBB, reflecting his dedication to his community,
industry, and values.

Ronald was known for his contagious belly laughs, which
could brighten any room and brought joy to all who knew
him. He will be remembered for his warm heart, and the love
he shared with family and friends. His kindness, generosity,
and strength leave a lasting legacy for all who knew him. He
is survived by his devoted wife, Brenda; two beloved sons,
Ryan Allen and William Allen; his sister, Sandra Carpenter,
and her husband, Tem Carpenter; his brother, Larry Al-
len, and his wife, Renee Allen; and his beloved nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, Bobby
and Bertress Allen.

Services were under the direction of Croley Funeral Home
in Gladewater, Texas.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be sent
to Ronald’s charity of choice, St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

Ronald’s courage, laughter, and love will be deeply missed
but forever cherished by those who knew him.

WOHS FFA Farmer’s
Market fields Fall’s
finest flora next month

Fresh honey produce, plants, flowers, pumpkins and more
— White Oak ISD’s Horticulture Department is hauling out
a harvest Oct. 11.

The group’s Fall 2025 Farmer’s Market is set for 8 a.m.
to 2 p.m. that second Saturday.

Centered on White Oak High School, booths will be set
up around the greenhouse. The event’s set in conjunctio with
White Oak FFA’s annual Fall Plant Sale.

Notably, a contingent of scammers is spamming the
Farmer’s Market event page — potential vendors should take
care they’re coordinating their spot with the event’s actual
organizers.

KING PLUMBING

M36233

NEW CONSTRUCTION ® REMODELS e SERVICE

RMP DENNIS KING
903-539-1716

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

903-845-6680

MKT-5894N-A

393 All Major Credit Cards Accepted n
T
Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647

edwardjones.com

TEXAS

REAL ESTATE

—— EXECUTIVES ——

Doy D2 riclss o

SHARON SMITH HAMMER
903-635-5021

sharonlsmithrealtor@gmail.com

|
V
v

EAST TEXAS
FOOD BANK

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month

10:00 am to Noon
While supplies last

gl

Se/f - Service Auto Parts

CALL NOW: 903-297-4300
Vehicle Purchasing Agent

PickersLongview.com | carbuy@pickerslongview.com

5910 W Marshall Ave, Longview, TX 75604

ik
L0

guds
YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

| Highway 80 East
Gladewater

845-5186

HOURS
7:30AM. - 5:30 PM.

il

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

dﬁer, TX

Zeaoe

‘ “‘(Glal

903 918-72 SJ 903%02:9913 903 343-1061

20894 Co untyRoad 366, Gladewater

Handcrafted ;| Painted , Custom

Jewelry X Gourds X Paintings

Pet
Portraits

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

dasweat7 (@gmail .com

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Application has been made with the Texas
Alcoholic Beverage Commission for a Package
Store Permit (P) by Shivansh Consulting LLC,
doing business as Sam’s Liquor, to be located
at 1004 E Broadway Ave, Unit-B, Gladewater,
Gregg County, Texas 75647.

Sagar Patel is the sole owner and managing
member of said company.

3:11) §

0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

READ
LOCAL

NEED EXTRA CASH !11 ?22?

| BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

m In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!!

Old/New !!! Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001
No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

s

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your
community.

America’s %’
Newspapers

Amarican P saacen i s nafomd smocistion

raportrg joumaion and rawnzazatin
o iocal commanien

Find cut more at
WWW.NeWSpapers.org

-sldewarmiror.cm

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

T =S eA s A i mEi ¥ X
TexSCAN Week of MEDICAL
Sept. 21-27, 2025

AUCTION

Bankruptcy Sale — six-story, 111,860+ SF landmark
office on 8.92+ AC, Victoria, TX. Bid deadline Oct. 30.
Prime location at a prominent intersection in Victoria’s
main business district. 1908 N. Laurent St., 855-755-
2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate.
Plus get 75% off installation and a bonus $250 discount!
Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative
for warranty and offer details.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MOBILE ADVERTISING

AdMessenger offers simple mobile ad solutions
for publishers. With customizable scrolling text,
zero production costs, and 5x more engagement
than standard mobile banner ads, visit https:/www.
admessenger.io/ to start tapping into this powerful
revenue stream today!

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for
an offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — [ Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CA$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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BANKRUPTCY SALE
Real Estate Sales = n

Gifted/Talented
Public Notice

GLADEWATER

/ Treasuring !he past
\ While embracing the future
} ;ﬂt‘

The Gladewater City Council adopted the follow-
ing ordinance September 18, 2025;

Gladewater ISD is beginning the referral
process for Gifted/Talented (GT) services

for the 2025-2026 school year. We are
committed to providing challenging learning
experiences for students with exceptional
intellectual and creative thinking abilities.
Anyone wishing to refer a student attending
Gladewater ISD in Kindergarten through 12th
grade can visit the Gladewater ISD website
(Gladewaterisd,com) and click on the campus
the student attends. Scroll to the bottom of
that webpage and look for the “Latest News”
carousel. Choose the GT infographic, that

is the link to the referral form and parental
consent for testing. The referral window will
run until October 31, 2025.

BID DEADLINE OCTOBER 30

Six-Story, 111,860+ SF
Landmark Office on 8.92+ AC
© 1908 N Laurent St., Victoria, TX

Ordinance #0-25-11 to amend §5.03.150 Solid
Waste Schedule of Fees; §17 Fee Schedule: 17.03
Administration, 17.09 Building/Inspection, 17.11
Cemetery, 17.13 Lake, and 17.17 Water Department
of the Gladewater Code of Ordinances. This ordi-
nance shall become effective 30 days after publica-
tion as required by law.

=]

Prime Location at a Prominent Intersection
in Victoria’s Main Business District

e Tenant mix includes professional, government & healthcare users
e Current in-place income with upside potential

e Mixed-use & reuse opportunity

e Excess land totaling 3.74+ AC for future development or sale

Copies of this ordinance may be obtained from
Judy Van Houten, City Secretary, Gladewater City
Hall, 519 E. Broadway, Gladewater, Texas.

855.755.2300 HilcoRealEstateSales.com

Subject to approval by U.S. Bankruptcy Court Western District of Texas (Austin)
Petition No. 25-10669-smr | In re: Laurent Tower, LLC.

NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC HEARING

Who care;
public notices?

The White Oak Planning &amp; Zoning
Commission will hold a public hearing on
Tuesday, September 30, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. at
City Hall, 906 S. White Oak Rd. Regarding a
request from Larry Renhquist to change the
zoning at AB 38 W H Castleberry SUR TR
23-02 Sec 10 UND INT, and AB 38 WH

Castleberry SUR 23 SEC 10, more commonly
known as 2209 & 2211 E. Old Hwy 80, White
Oak, from local retail to single-family 8.

A second public hearing will be held before
the White Oak City Council on October 14,
2025 at 5:00 p.m.

For more information contact Jimmy Purcell,
City Coordinator at jpurcell@cityofwhiteoak.
com

BE TOUGH WHEN
IT'S TOUGH,.TO TAI

EVEN THE TOUGHEST
PEOPLE NEED
HELP SOMETIMES.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Protect public notices
in newspapers and
protect §EIEg right to know.

AgriStress
HELPLINE

“for Texas

P 833.897.2474

cali or text

Amernca's Newspapers is a national association supporting
journalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities,
Find out more at wwwnewspapers.org or follow us on

Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers

America’s%
Newspapers

XAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SCOMMISSIONER SID MILLER

-
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START WITH A SIMPLE CALL

newspapers.org/public-notices
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Scan the code and save the number.
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Labor Day weekend
marks fewer boating
incidents, rise in fatalities

AUSTIN — Texas Game Wardens patrolling water bodies
across the state over the 2025 Labor Day holiday weekend
reported fewer boating incidents compared to last year, but
arise in boating-related fatalities.

From Aug. 29-Sept. 1, game wardens responded to seven
boating incidents, two boating-related fatalities and no open-
water drownings.

They also arrested seven individuals for boating while in-
toxicated. In 2024, wardens reported nine boating incidents,
one boating-related fatality and one open-water drowning
over the same holiday period.

The two fatalities this year occurred on Lake Buchanan
and Lake Conroe. In 2024, the single fatality occurred at
Amistad Reservoir.

“We are saddened by the lives lost over the holiday week-
end,” said Col. Ron VanderRoest, Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department law enforcement director. “Our wardens work
tirelessly to prevent tragedies, but these incidents reinforce
that safety on the water is a partnership, and we need the
public to always practice safe and responsible boating.”

As in previous years, the busy holiday weekend also
coincided with the opening of dove season, requiring game
wardens to balance duties on the water with hunting enforce-
ment in the field.

Even though Labor Day typically marks the end of the
unofficial boating season, safety should remain a priority
for all who continue to enjoy Texas’ lakes, rivers and coastal
waters into the fall. Wearing life jackets, operating at a safe
speed, avoiding alcohol while boating, and following the
rules and regulations in the Texas Water Safety Act can save
lives and prevent serious injuries.

“Whether it’s on the water or in the field, Texas Game
Wardens are committed to protecting Texans and conserving
our state’s natural resources,” VanderRoest said.

If you witness dangerous or illegal activity on the water or
observe wildlife crimes in the field, report them anonymously
through Operation Game Thief (OGT), Texas’ wildlife crime-
stoppers program. Rewards of up to $1,000 are available for
tips that lead to conviction of those who violate wildlife,
fishing or boating laws.

Suspected violations can be reported anonymously through
multiple channels:

Text your tip: Text the keyword TXOGT and your tip
information to 847411

Use the Texas OGT App: Available on iOS and Android

Call anonymously: 800-792-GAME (4263)

Tipsters are encouraged to include any information, photos
or videos that may be helpful. Tips are reviewed by agency
personnel, who may follow up to request additional details
and continue the anonymous conversation with you.

Please do not use this form to report emergencies or re-
quests that require immediate law enforcement response. In
an emergency, always call 911.

City of Gladewater honors
former mayor, first lady’s
ongoing gifts to community

Continued from Page 1
for generations to come.”

Tallent praised Gladewa-
ter City Manager Charlie
Smith, Flanagan, her fel-
low council members and
municipal staffers for all
they’re doing for the com-
munity.

“We love our city em-
ployees,” the former mayor
said, glad to give back in
appreciation of their efforts.
“We’ve been blessed.”

Red Rock Historical As-
sociation Founder Bennie
Moore expressed her grati-
tude to the Tallents as well
for their significant and
ongoing support of the Red
Rock Museum and Activity
Center.

“These people have given
us more money than I can
keep up with,” she said,
not quite joking: Moore
hefted a bulging three-ring
binder she uses just to keep
track of the former mayor’s
contributions.

Beverly Tallent said she
was glad to support Red
Rock and its generations.

“As an educator, I worked
with so many children in
the Red Rock community,
I feel like they’re all my
children.”

The Gladewater Former
Students Association has
benefited from the couple’s

ONE BITE

AND YOU'LL KNOW

Classic Cookout Gollection

Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 0z.)

76946JQH separately $279:93 312999
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

(-~ O N NG NG N N N

v Try the world’s most tender steaks,
extra-aged 28+ days to perfection.

¥ Discover premium quality beef that’s
grain-finished for exquisite flavor.

v Experience the juiciest air-chilled chicken,
tastiest burgers, and so much more.

- GET 8 -
BURGERS

FREE

A $22 value!

SMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCHR

OMAHA STEAKS

Call 1.877.323.6208 or go to
OmahaSteaks.com/OneBite2282

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 76946JQH

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes
SKU 76946. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory
limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may
apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires

09/30/25. | 25M8446 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

generosity along with the city
and Red Rock Historical As-
sociation.

“I do know, he looked for
ways to help us with the mon-
ey,” Moore said. “They have
done everything humanly
possible to keep us afloat. We
appreciate you. It has been a
great help.”

Qy 7 Farmer’s Market
"V Saturday, October 11th
Sam -2pm
Location: White Oak High School &

To reserve your booth location,
please scan the QR Code below.

Community’s candy confab
takes over Broadway School
grounds next month

The Gladewater Emergency Services Fall Fest lands on
Oct. 25 this year.

Atjust $1 per person, the Saturday evening event includes
the annual Halloween Costume Contest for kids, free hot
dogs, music, games and, of course, candy.

Running 5 p.m. to 7:30 on the Broadway School grounds,
the event’s made possible through volunteer efforts by Glade-
water Chamber of Commerce in coordination with Gladewa-
ter Police Department, Fire Department and Christus EMS.

“You can make a donation to help with the candy,” the
chamber’s Lois Reed reminded city council members last
week.

Cash donations or candy contributions can be dropped off
at City Hall, GPD or GFD.

“Ifyou feel so led, bicycles are on sale because it’s the end
of the summer,” Reed added. “We traditionally have one or
two bikes that we can give away.”

For more information or to contribute, contact Reed at
903-845-5501.

To Reach More Customers
Call Us At 903-845-2235

Greenhouse

Fresh honey & produce
Plant sale
Fresh Flowers
Pumpkins & More!
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ERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

SR e i

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50°%, OFF

Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call1.833.683.0236

e SO Down Today
e Same Day Financing Available
¢ Premium Warranty Protection

Join over 400,000 satisfied homeowners
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

CALLTODAY!1.833.683.0236

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This
is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”).
Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in
your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its
affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/
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INCLINED TO HELP ...

Rotarians partner with ramp project for simple builds that change lives

By James Draper

Imagine being trapped indoors by a drop of just a couple
of feet.

Imagine an injury, infirmity, illness that turns the front
steps into a life-threatening obstacle.

Imagine a loved one, a child or elderly relative, stuck in
the home because their wheelchair, cane, or unsteady feet
put the world outside beyond reach.

The solution could be as simple as a few hundred dollars,
a few hours of work, a few volunteers pitching in to rescue
their neighbor from isolation.

“It’s just one of those things that’s a labor of love,” Leon
Word says.

He’s lost track of how many ramps he’s helped craft over
the years.

“Probably close to 100,” Word muses, the bulk of them in
Gladewater and Big Sandy. Between the Texas Ramp Project
and Gladewater Rotary Club, there are plenty of opportunities
to pitch in, and Word’s always eager to pass on the necessary
skills to another volunteer.

The next chance to help out is coming up Sept. 27. Another
local has found themselves on the wrong side of their front
steps, and a wooden ramp will make all the difference.

According to the Texas Ramp Project, more than 1.7 mil-
lion Texans find themselves imprisoned by mobility issues.
Most are older adults, and many are unable to afford safe
access to their homes.

This year, the nonprofit is celebrating its 40th anniver-
sary and marking more than 30,000 ramps built for free for
Texans in need.

“I went to the state convention last year, and you’re always
learning new tips and things to do to make it more efficient,”
Word says. He’s steadily refined the local process, working
with his fellow Rotarians to assemble ramp modules well
ahead of their project days. “If I can get the help and pre-
schedule the date we’re going to build it, I can get the lumber
and pre-cut it.”

It’s not unlike the floor joist on a pier and beam house.

“The modules we build are 4 wide, 8 long, 4x4. Some
of the have a 5-degree cut because of the angle — the ADA
specs call for one inch per footfall; that’s a 5-degree angle.”

Beyond the pre-assembly, the other key task is assembling
a team.

“This is all volunteer help, so I have to coordinate build-
ing a ramp when I have enough help,” Word explained. “A
six-member team is good, and anyone else is just icing on
the cake.”

Right before the project, all the materials are packaged
into a kit and strapped to a trailer.

“You get there and lay it out then you get busy putting
it together. It’s not simple and easy, but in your mind it’s
simple and easy,” Word says, lasting just three hours. Only
the temperature slows things down — for water breaks. “When
it’s cool weather we just get in there and get it over with.

“We started painting our plywood deck before we take it
to the job; that makes it where the cub scout crew doesn’t

Gladewater Rotarians (from left) Leon Word, Sam Cloud and Nathan Burkhalter assemble ramp
modules Sept. 11, getting ready for this weekend’s local build in partnership with Texas Ramp Project.

have to come in later and paint. It looks good when you’re
finished.”

A short ramp runs $300 or $400; a long one, between
$500 and $600.

Importantly, no costs are passed on to recipients.

Not a penny, Word says: “That’s what Texas Ramps is
about. We get our building material money from grants and
donations and wherever people can donate.”

Some of the largest sponsors, like Toyota, field build
teams as well.

There are recipients who insist on helping out, of course.

“It’s passing it forward...

Everybody loves helping, one way or another, even the
referral recipients.

It’s just a good thing. It really is. It’s very efficient. It’s

very heartwarming.”

It’s changing lives.

“When you go out and site-survey a ramp referral, the
people actually start crying because they know it’s going to
enhance their life, get them out of their house. I

“t nothing else, they can go check the mail or get out in
the flower bed.”

It’s a natural outreach for Rotary, Word added, a service
organization focused on improving the community by giving
people access to a better life.

“It’s just something that I love doing,” he said. “Every-
body on my team, I can honestly say, love to build a ramp
for someone to enhance their life.

“It’s wonderful. It is.”

To volunteer or make a donation, visit TexasRamps.org

Reward offered in missing person case

By Phillip Williams

Upshur County Crime Stoppers is continuing to offer a
reward of up to $2,500 for information leading to locating
either or both of two missing county residents, Crime Stop-
pers President Cynthia Clark reminded Monday.

Anonymous tips can be left by calling 903-843-3131, and
aperson can collect a reward without revealing his/her name.
Alternatively, informants can call Upshur County sheriff’s

CITY OF GLADEWATER
eALL 2025 CLEAN yp

Saturday, October 11th from 8am - Noon
E. Commerce Street, Gladewater, Texas 75647

JOIN TO VOLUNTEER

Volunteers Needed! Help us make a difference at the City-Wide
Clean Up. Your time and effort will go a long way in keeping our
community clean and beautiful- come lend a hand!

Investigator Rob Bowen at 903-680-8223 or the sheriff’s
office at 903-843-2541, but must call the Crime Stoppers
number to collect any reward.

Maria (Mary) Magdalena De La Cruz, 31, was last seen
in northern Upshur County May 8, with Octavio Munguai
Soto, 38, said sheriff’s Chief Deputy Russell Washburn in a
mid-May news release. Both have Pittsburg addresses, but
live in Upshur County, he added.

Soto, who also goes by the name Enrique Carbajal, and
De La Cruz are thought to be in a white 2013 Nissan Sentry
four-door, with a black strip along the bottom and Texas
license plate VVV 4013, said Washburn.

De La Cruz’s family has located her car and belongings,
he added in the news release. Soto has had no contact with
his family, and the woman’s parents are concerned about her
whereabouts, Washburn added at the time.

The woman and Soto knew each other, but aren’t related,
Washburn added.

As for more details of the situation, Washburn said in May,
“We really don’t know what we have at the moment,” and
he said Monday no further developments have transpired
since the disappearances first surfaced.

Clark said Monday that De La Cruz’s family contacted
Crime Stoppers about the case.

End-of-year events start
to stack up on schedule

This year’s 52nd annual Gladewater Arts & Crafts festi-
val drew more than 70-vendors to welcome hundreds and
hundreds of hunters of handmade goods over the weekend.

Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s Lois Reed gave
council members a final preview Sept. 18 before launching
into a rundown of other upcoming events in the community.

Find more details in this issue on the Mayor’s Town Hall
Oct. 7, the Oct. 11 Citywide Cleanup and the annual Emer-
gency Services Fall Fest Oct. 25.

Other key events in the coming weeks and months include
the Weldon Bumblebee Honor Game (Friday, Oct. 3), the
regular October Gladewater City Council meeting (Thursday,
Oct. 16) as well as an Oct. 20 community breakfast hosted
by Christus Trinity Clinic alongside the chamber.

“They invite everyone to come down to the local clinic
from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30, and they’re going to provide breakfast
for us,” Reed said.

A few weeks later, this year’s Holiday Open House is set
for Saturday, Nov. 8, downtown.

“We have big plans for this year,” Reed said. “If y’all
thought the tree was gorgeous last year... thanks to Stoney
and Michelle Stone it’s going to be fantastic. She’s going
to help with the decorating,” with Gladewater firefighters
assisting with hanging the higher items.

The chamber’s next quarterly luncheon is set for noon
Monday, Nov. 17, then Shop Small Saturday returns Nov.
29 after Thanksgiving and Black Friday Nov. 27-28.

Come December, the second Saturday brings both Wreaths
Across America and the 2025 Gladewater Christmas Parade.

The wreath-laying event begins at 11 a.m. Dec. 13, occur-
ring simultaneously with similar commemorations across the
country as volunteers lay donor-funded wreaths on the graves
of service members interred in local cemeteries.

The parade begins at 5 p.m. later that day.
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