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Lake rentals face choppy
waters at City Hall

By James Draper

Vacation rentals are making waves among homeowners on Lake Glade-
water, spurring City Hall to launch a closer look at local leases.

Following up on complaints from long-term residents about the short-
term stays, Gladewater City Council members earlier this month discovered
about a dozen active listings on platforms like AirBNB and VRBO.

The question now is what regulations will the city apply if the rentals
are permitted to continue.

“Let’s face it, what we’ve got going on right now is a little bit out of
control,” council member Kevin Clark said. “At the risk of speaking out
of turn, I don’t think that is what we intend Lake Gladewater to become.”

All shoreline lots are city-owned and leased to residents on the artificial
lake, constructed in the early ‘50s to serve as the community’s primary
water source. At first glance, the standing leases prohibit sub-letting
properties. Rules also restrict how many leases can be held by any single
entity —according to still-developing information, multiple properties may
currently be in violation of that provision.

(Notably, there are at least two sets of similar rules currently in the
mix — city staffer will rectify which apply, per city codes, ahead of the
council’s next session Oct. 16.)

“My question is, are they operating a business in a residential area?”
South Lake Drive resident Mike Atkins said. Addressing council members
during the public comments portion of their Sept. 18 meeting, Atkins says
two short-term rentals nearby are choking the road and causing distur-
bances: “We have loud parties. I’ve had problems getting to my house.
People walk in my yard in the middle of the night.

“They ask, ‘Am [ trespassing?’ I said, ‘Well, you’re standing in my
driveway, I guess you are.””

Ken Colyer expressed similar concerns, regularly navigating around
unfamiliar drivers.

“My cameras are picking up a lot of traffic at night,” Colyer said, choos-
ing not to speculating on why. That said, “Is the property zoned residential
or commercial? If it’s commercial, is a business license required?” If so,
have any been acquired? Are taxes being paid? “That’s income to the city.
You’re not getting it.”

Per City Treasurer Meghan Foster, City Hall has not received any Hotel
Occupancy Tax from rentals at the lake. There’s no codes on the books
(yet) that require it.

“This is a new generation issue. It is falling into our laps,” Mayor
Brandy Flanagan said. “There is nothing on the books because it wasn’t
there before.”

Simply put, it’s residential area, Flanagan added.

“I do think it is a worthwhile thing for our council to come up with a
solution that makes our residents that live out there the number one prior-
ity,” she said. “We need to do what we need to do make sure the people
who live out there feel safe in their homes.”

After researching the issue, council member Milton Anderson said
he, too, thinks the city needs to bring its attorney into the discussion to
determine the best path forward.

“We do have a mechanism in the current lease: ‘Lessees shall not assign
his rights under this lease.’ I think we do need to consult counsel, but that
includes subleasing.”

Gladewater Fire Chief & Lake Warden Mike Simmons questioned
whether the short-term rental properties are compliant with building codes,
i.e. fire suppression systems. Among a myriad of new questions, it’s also
unclear where liability would fall if, for example, a visiting boater collided
with the lake dam or caused other damage.

Council member William Blackmon suggested the city could consider
permitting such operations case-by-case.

Gladewater Economic Development Corporation Executive Director
Anna Conlan weighed in from the audience, encouraging the council to
consider short-term rentals throughout the community.

“I don’t think it’s just restricted to the lake. I think you should look at
whether you want them downtown,” she noted. “From a tax perspective,
it does fund some things that are happening in the city. Maybe we should
regulate it instead of getting rid of it.”

Per Flanagan, “I have an issue with it when it tramples on our residents
here.”

Regulation would allow for restrictions, the mayor agreed, aimed at
preventing out-of-control parties like the one that occurred at an empty lake
house in July. It would also ensure rentals are ‘paying in’ to the city coffers.

Granted, “The lake is not here for us to turn a profit on, necessarily.
It is for our residents,” Clark said. “I appreciate that other people want
to come in and enjoy it, but it is an amenity. More importantly, it is our

water supply.”
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Volunteer ramp-builders gather for a group photo with homeowner Lewis Price after a job
well done Saturday, crafting a new path for Linda Price as she returns from rehabilitation
following a stroke. The team included Leon Word, Andy Killian, Al Harrison, Tony Handy,

Dave Ferguson, Billy Deshasier, Sam Cloud and Mark Carpenter.

MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK
Volunteers’ handiwork helps
woman overcome steep hurdle

It may look like a ramp, but a handcrafted project by Gladewater Rotarians and dedicated volunteers is
actually a path home for Linda Price.

The local woman'’s been rehabilitating in a Gladewater care facility for the past 10 months after suffering a
major stroke in December 2024. According to husband Lewis, Linda’s sunny disposition never faltered, and
she’s pushed through in hopes of returning home after restoring her mobility.

“She’s gained a lot of it back, but sometimes she’s got to be in a wheelchair,” Lewis said Sept. 27, gratefully
watching a team of men hard at work to build an ADA ramp at his home. “The social worker for the nursing
home contacted these guys, and they came without hesitation.

“This right here saved me about $4000. It’s humbling.”

Spearheaded by Gladewater Rotary Club member Leon Word in partnership with Texas Ramp Project, the
weekend’s work was a study in cheerful efficiency: the volunteers arrived early with many of the ramp’s key
elements pre-built, and they gladly set to work as the morning sun crept over the trees.

Along with Word, the team included Andy Killian, Tony Handy, Dave Ferguson, Billy Deshasier, Al Har-
rison, Mark Carpenter and Sam Cloud.

The Texas Ramp Project is celebrated 40 years in 2025, four decades helping people overcome obstacles
they never expected due to age, injury or infirmity.

Lewis said he’s also grateful for the staff at Legend Oaks Healthcare & Rehabilitation Center in Gladewater
for helping Linda along her journey.

“You couldn’t get a better rehabilitation unit around here,” he said. “They treated my wife with the utmost
respect.”

Christmas time’s a’ comin’ to kids center
as local biker bar preps for annual ride

A contingent of Santa’s elves spend off-season roll-
ing out on motorcycles and passing the warmer months e
at Outlaws Longview Bar. They’re counting down to '
Christmas, though, ready to go kickstands up once
again and ride out for the young residents of Truman
W. Smith Children’s Care Center in Gladewater.

In the meantime, they’re glad to accept donations
on behalf of the young, infirm charges of the nursing
facility on Hwy. 80. The group’s eager to load up a
heaping trailer and make the haul toward Gladewater
with Santa in the lead on a Harley.

“We love those kids,” says Melissa Lynn Kelly, bar
owner and operator. The annual toy run’s been going
on for more than three decades, and she was an eager

(Courtesy photo)
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National Newspaper Week

Embracing Local Journalism

Next week marks the 85th celebration of National Newspaper Week. Since
1940, Newspaper Association Managers has sponsored and supported National News-
paper Week, a week-long promotion of the newspaper industry in the United States

and Canada.

Local journalism is the heartbeat of informed communities. It brings stories to light
that national outlets often overlook—stories about school board decisions, city council
debates, neighborhood events, and local heroes. In a world increasingly shaped by
global headlines and social media noise, reconnecting with local news is vital for civic

engagement, accountability, and community resilience.

Why Does Local Journalism Matters:

* Informed Citizens: Local reporting empowers people with the information they

need to make decisions in their everyday lives—from voting to attending town hall meetings.

* Accountability: Local journalists often serve as watchdogs, uncovering corruption or
negligence that directly impacts their communities.

* Community Connection: Local news fosters a sense of belonging by highlighting stories
that resonate on a personal level.

* Economic Development: Thriving local media can support small businesses through
advertising and partnerships, strengthening the local economy.

To build a better future, we must support local journalism through subscriptions, donations,
sharing stories, and encouraging young reporters. Schools, libraries, and civic groups can also
play a role in educating the next generation about media literacy and the importance of a free
press. By embracing local journalism, we’re not just preserving the past—we’re shaping a
more informed, connected, and empowered future.
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Ko QPINION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all

the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and

to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Banish bored...forever!

Life is tough. But not as tough as we sometimes think we
have it. Growing up with an older brother who had severe
cerebral palsy I ‘innately’ knew to be grateful for mobility
and speech. Donnie so impacted my life, or more accurately,
how my Mom taught me that my brother was a gift of love
from God shaped me tremendously.

There was no bitterness or ‘what ifs’ allowed in our family.

When [ became a teacher one of the speeches I gave every
year, to every class, was the “You don’t have the right to be
bored — EVER!” speech. I passionately taught ‘my’ kids
that if they could see, hear, walk (or roll) and talk they didn’t
have the right to be bored. I declared the word ‘bored’ on the
same level as swearing and banished it from my classroom
year after year.

That is one of the lessons that former students tell me
they remember most. That and the “misery is optional, so
happiness is a choice” speech.

Over the course of a teaching career teachers deal with
many tragedies and if we are fortunate many triumphs.
Saturday I was covering my sixth Adaptive Sportsfest for
children and adults with disabilities. I nearly always get
to see my former student Michael Rickman. Michael is a
triumph in progress.

Michael was a Roughneck athlete with skill who was in-
jured in a car accident in high school about eight years ago.
Michael had a long and painful partial recovery. The pain is
still a daily battle. But Michael is a young man of fortitude
and bravery...and humor.

He recently, unexpectedly, heartbreakingly lost his 54-
year old father. Even with faith one wonders how much
can be borne.

Especially when you depend on the care and the support of
someone else. Thank goodness he has the gift of his mother

UPHOLDING THE FIRST AMENDMENT

The Best of
Suzanne
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and his sweet sis Lindsey.

So, dear friends and neighbors, before you use the word
‘bored’ with ease in the future consider the following mira-
cles you experience daily: you can get a drink when you are
thirsty, you can turn the channels on your remote with ease,
you can get up, you can sit down. You can independently
take care of your personal needs.

Lord have mercy, how did we become so arrogant in our
culture that we think we must be constantly entertained? To
look at the sky, to scan the stars at night, to pick wildflowers,
to ride with the windows down and the wind in your hair, to
love on a child or pet with ease are down right miracles. To
feed yourself'is one as well. To sing, even off key? A miracle.

To be able to share your love in words or with your body
is a gift from God. These are all gifts we squander. Gifts
we toss away. How can we be so oblivious to the walking,
talking, loving miracles that we are?

Life is too short my friends not to passionately embrace
the beauty of the world around us. If I could exact a promise
from you to banish the word bored from your vocabulary and
that of your children and grandchildren I would.

And while I am being all ‘teachery’ let me remind you
that happiness truly is a choice. One we make over and over
and over again.

Today I choose happiness. Today I choose to see, to hear, to
feel the miracles that surround me. I pray that you do as well.

|
Embracing
Local Journalism

National Newspaper Week
October 5-11,2025
In a world increasingly shaped by global
headlines and social media noise, reconnecting

with local news is vital for civic engagement,
accountability, and community resilience.

We can all support
essential local journalism by
subscribing, donating, sharing stories,
encouraging young reporters, and educating
the next generation about media literacy and
the importance of a free press.

Talent

Alarge, growing, and well-qualified workforce is essential
to ongoing economic expansion. Texas has an advantage over
many areas in that our population is younger and, hence,
has more people in childbearing age ranges. Additionally,
the state has long been attracting workers from other parts
of the country (and, indeed, the world). A recent report by
Lightcast, a global labor market intelligence firm, illustrates
just how well Texas is doing.

Lightcast’s Talent Attraction Scorecard ranks states
on seven components. The analysis looks at overall job
growth over the past five years at an occupational level,
then becomes more specific by delving into the numbers in
high-earnings categories and blue-collar categories. Growth
in the college-educated population and prime-age (25-54)
population is considered, as well as people arriving with
incomes above $25,000 per year. How an area is perform-
ing as a result of competitive advantages rather than overall
national trends is also part of the ranking.

Texas had three of the top 10 large (250,000+ residents)
metropolitan areas. Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington topped the
list by a very large margin. Austin-Round Rock-San Marcos
was second, and Houston-Pasadena-The Woodlands was
sixth. All other metro areas on the list were in Florida (which
led Texas slightly on an overall statewide basis). At the other
end of the spectrum were the greater Los Angeles (ranked
last at 196), New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Pittsburgh,
and Boston areas.

A variety of factors influence in-migration. One is a
dynamic economy. Texas has been a growth leader for a
number of years, generating jobs across a broad spectrum of
industries. These opportunities attract skilled workers, and
the state’s sustained economic momentum is clearly a factor.

Perryman

THE ECONOMIST

Another advantage is the cost of living. It’s no coincidence,
for example, that the states where people are attracted have
no state income tax. In some of the areas losing talent in
greatest numbers, there are not only state income taxes, but
also substantial local taxes and particularly hefty levies on
high-income individuals. When combined with higher costs
for housing and other necessities, the financially rational
decision can quickly shift toward Texas, Florida, and other
less expensive places to live.

Momentum builds momentum. Good opportunities attract
talent, which helps businesses expand and create yet more
opportunities. Texas has been dominating major locations
and expansions for well over a decade. The state is also
attracting workers needed for continued growth. There are
daunting challenges going forward, including providing
adequate educational opportunities, electric power, water,
and other infrastructure to facilitate further expansion, and
overcoming perceptions discouraging some knowledge
workers from coming to or remaining in the state. For now,
however, Texas is well positioned to remain one of the most
dynamic economies in the nation. Stay safe!

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of The Perryman Group (www.per-
rymangroup.com), which has served the needs
of over 3,000 clients over the past four decades.

Gary Borders
Capital Highlights |

In-state tuition guidance creating confusion

Advocates for undocumented college students claim some
students have been told incorrectly they are no longer eligible
for low in-state tuition rates, the Texas Tribune reports. They
are asking for clear guidance on the issue.

In June a federal court ruled unconstitutional the Texas
Dream Act, a state law which granted in-state college tuition
rates for undocumented college students. The June court
ruling came after the state declined to defend a suit filed by
the U.S. Justice Department.

Advocates say some schools are confusing students previ-
ously eligible under the Dream Act with students attending
under the federal Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
or DACA, who are considered to be living legally in the
United States.

“The rules don’t help at all. They create even more confu-
sion...You’re just going to have, again, more people getting
wrongly denied,” said Julieta Garibay, co-founder of United
We Dream, a national immigrant advocacy group. The ad-
vocates say several colleges, including Blinn College and
Laredo College, initially said on their websites that DACA
recipients can no longer obtain in-state tuition.

An assistant commissioner for the coordinating board,
Charles W. Contéro-Puls, said repealing the Texas Dream
Act would not negatively affect the state’s economy, a claim
disputed by the American Immigration Council. Its analysis
concluded rescinding in-state tuition for undocumented stu-
dents could cost the state more than $460 million annually
in lost wages and spending power.

Al ‘gold rush’ sweeps Texas

As Gov. Greg Abbott helped unveil the new Stargate facil-
ity in Abilene, he praised the state’s increasing role in the
rapid growth of the artificial intelligence center. The Dallas
Morning News reported the governor hinted that upcoming
data center buildouts will be “far larger” than the nearly $500
billion center opening in Abilene.

Financial and technology companies are staking claims
in the state, Abbott said. Stargate’s facility in Abilene is
part of a joint venture of OpenAl, Oracle, Softbank and
the federal government. It plans to increase capacity at the
flagship sites and add two other facilities in Shackelford and
Milam counties.

Abbott hinted the sites unveiled are just the beginning for
the economic growth spurred by Al

“When you see the demand for them for artificial intelli-
gence, you will see the power that it will inject into the future
of the Texas economy,” he said. While there are concerns
about high energy demand by the data centers, Abbott said
the state’s capacity is more than sufficient.

“We have wind, solar, nuclear, which we’re adding even
more to, and, of course, natural gas. And so we have low-
cost power, abundant power, that is attracting the Al data
centers,” he said.

ERCOT warns against power ‘complacency’

The agency that manages the state’s electric grid said a
relatively mild summer put less strain on the state’s power
grid, but officials are still warning against complacency.
The Electric Reliability Council of Texas board met recently
and credited the milder weather and rapid growth of solar
energy and battery storage for an “uneventful” summer for
the Texas grid.

In previous hotter summers, ERCOT operators have
warned the grid was nearing capacity during prolonged
heat waves.

“We’ve had so many well-above-average summers in a
row that this seems like a cool summer relative to those,”
said Dan Woodfin, ERCOT’s vice president of system opera-
tions. “But this is more what a normal summer looks like.”

Peak power demand has not reached record levels since the
summer of 2023, but the state’s overall energy consumption
has seen “extremely rapid” growth, ERCOT CEO Pablo Ve-
gas said. The state’s energy consumption is rising five times
faster than national average growth was from 2000 to 2020,
he said. Vegas said the lack of extreme weather events has
overshadowed the state’s rapid growth in power demand, in
large part due to the data centers being built across the state.
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In verse 5 Paul
Thus, Gods kindness is shown even to “the un-
His mercy is extended to “the help-

Again in Rom. 5: 1 He

Who then are those who are “in
Thus, the apostle Paul
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Bears edge ‘Dogs 28-27,

By Tyler Sutton

The Gladewater Bears
had their first real test of
their season as they headed
on the road to open district
play to Jefferson to take on
the 3" ranked team in 3-A the
Jefferson Bulldogs. And they
passed that test with flying
colors as they rallied late and
defeated Jefferson 28-27.

Jefferson won the toss and
deferred to the second half so
the Bears got the ball first but
couldn’t do much with the
ball and punted. But Jeffer-
son did the same and punted
the ball back to Gladewater
where the Bears started driv-
ing again but Achilles Hess’s
pass was intercepted and re-
turned 35 yards for a pick six
and the Bulldogs lead 7-0.
Jefferson got the ball right
back but the Bears defense
got them the ball right back
as Destin Sherridan inter-
cepted Jefferson quarterback
Chance Washington’s pass.
But again the Bears offense
couldn’t do much and punted
again and Jefferson went
down the field and punched
it in and it was a quick 14-0
Jefferson lead. After yet
another Gladewater punt,
the Bulldogs really began to
flex their muscle and scored
once again to make it 21-0
Jefferson. But then the Bears

began their comeback. Start-
ing with Jeremiah Flannigan
finding the endzone for a 10
yard TD run and they went
for two and got it mak-
ing it a 21-8 game. After a
quick defensive stop, the
Bears chipped away more
as Grafton Morgan nailed a
32 yard field goal to make it
a21-11 game. But Jefferson
added to their lead with a
touchdown and it was 27-11
Bulldogs at the half.

The Bears defense struck
to begin the second half
as they forced a Jefferson
fumble and got the ball right
back. But the drive stalled
and they had to settle for
another field goal from Mor-
gan, this time 28 yards to cut
the Jefferson lead to 27-14.
The 4" quarter belonged
to the Bears as Flannigan
ripped off a 43 yard run to
the 1 yard line and the next
play Hess punched it in for
a 1 yard TD run to make it a
27-21 game with 10 minutes
left in the game. The Bears
then took a gamble and at-
tempted a onside kick and
it paid off as they recov-
ered. But they couldn’t do
much and punted. But the
Bears defense got them the
ball right back as Maddox
Vasquez intercepted a Wash-
ington pass and the Bears

Volleyball roundup

By Tyler Sutton

Gladewater Lady Bears volleyball continued district play
as they hosted the Sabine Lady Cardinals and fell in three

offense took advantage and
Flannigan punched it in from
1 yard out and the Bears lead
28-27. Jefferson muffed the
kickoff and were buried at
their own 4 yard line and
could do nothing with it and
punted the ball. The Bears
were able to get a first down
to seal the comeback win. “
Just unbelievable heart this
team has.

“We never thought we
were out of this game. As
long as we played the way
we know how to play Bears
football, I had no doubt we
could win this game  said
coach Lewis.

The Bears improve to 4-1
and 1-0 in district play. They
will be back home next for
the annual Weldon game as
they host Sabine. Kick off is
at 7 PM.

‘Necks fall 39-14

The White Oak Rough-
necks opened up district play
as they hosted the Atlanta
Rabbits and after holding a
14-13 lead at the half, it was
all Rabbits in the 2" half as
they outscored the Necks
26-0 and rolled to a 39-14
victory. Jaxsen Ludlow and
Kenny Poul had rushing
touchdown’s for White Oak.
The Roughnecks drop to 4-1
and 0-1 in district play. They
will next make the trip to
Jefferson to take on the Bull-
dogs. Kick off is at 7 PM.

Lions claw out win

The Union Grove Bull-
dogs kicked off district play
as they hosted the Hawkins
Hawks and they were able to
hold on for a 21-20 victory.
Brycen Porter had another

‘Necksfa"

White Oak’s Levi Sipes scrambled after a loose ball following an Atlanta
punt return fumble. Teammate Chase Carroll ultimately recovered it for the
Roughnecks that led to a touchdown. White Oak held a 14-13 haftime edge
over the Rabbits, but Atlanta dominated the second half to win 39-14 in the
district opener for both squads.

good game as he was 10-16
for 144 yards with a touch-
down. He also was nearly
unstoppable on the ground
with 28 carries for 147 yards

and 2 touchdowns. Kohl
Sirmans had 5 carries for 44
yards. Through the air, Wrig-
ley Roberts had a huge night
as he hauled in 7 passes for

Photos by Mike Peery

119 yards and a touchdown.
The Lions improve to 4-1
and 1-0 in district play and
will travel to Elysian Fields.
Kickoff is at 7 PM.
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White Oak’s Macey Woolley pounds the Ladyneck Andee Bridges hammers

ball past the Arp Lady Tiger defender,

the ball past Arp defenders during

helping propel the Ladynecks to a district play at White Oak. The Lady

sets 3-0 ( 25-20, 25-15, 25-14 ). The loss drops Gladewater
to 12-17 and 1-4 in district play.

They will next be in action with a pair of district matches
on the road as they head to rival White Oak and then to
Tatum.

White Oak Ladynecks volleyball continued their march
through district play as they hosted the West Rusk Lady
Raiders and fell in four sets 3-1 ( 29-27, 25-15, 16-25, 25-
22 ). White Oak did bounce back with a sweep of Arp 3-0
(25-13,25-20, 25-15 ). Addy Young handed out 31 assists,
Andee Bridges knocked down 13 kills. Young also recorded
six kills and three aces for the Ladynecks. Carrington Watson
had 10 kills, Londyn Baker nine kills and five digs, Peyton
Thompson six digs and 10 receptions, Taylor Morgan three
aces and Macey Woolley three kills.

The LadyNecks set now at 15-15 and 2-3 in district ac-
tion. They will next be in action with a match with rival
Gladewater.

The Union Grove Lady Lions opened up district play with
a home match with Hawkins where they fell 3-1. But they
were able to bounce back next as they made the short trip
to Big Sandy and swept them 3-0 ( 25-16, 25-11, 25-20).

Union Grove now sets at 10-13 and 1-1 in district play
and will be back in action with matches at Linden-Kildare
and a home match against Paul Pewitt.

WO fishing team compete at Lake Fork

By Mike Gilbert

The 2025/2026 fishing started the new season at Lake Fork
Saturday,September 27th. With over 160 teams competing,
White Oak had five teams with two that finished high in the
standings. The team of Brayden Elliott and Colton Zivney
finished in 17th place with a five fish limit weighing 6.74 Ibs.
Finishing in 32nd place was the team of Brayden Calhoun
and Jackson Betts with a five fish limit weighing 5.57 lbs.
As a school, White Oak finished 8th out of 29 schools at the
tournament.

Lake Fork is a “slot limit” lake, meaning any fish measur-
ing between 16 to 24 inches must be returned to the lake as
anon-keeper fish. Out of well over 300 high school anglers,
only one fish was weighed in over 24 inches long.

Our next event will be at Lake O the Pines Saturday,
October 18th. Congratulations to the whole team for great
start to the new season!

Brayden Calhoun and Jackson Betts with their
limit

straight-set vic

tory.

Roughnecks

swept the Lady Tigers.

Automotive —
Restoration

903-295-3383

SystemI

nc.

205 W US Highway 80
White Oak
(903) 295-8883

automotiverestorationsystems.com omas Cesh Oourer

Monday-Friday

7am.-5p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m.-noon

ACROSS

1 soft Texas mineral

5 in 1965, USAF
7th Bomb Wing
from Texas flew
missions over
Southeast ____

6 TXism: “does a
___ office busi-
ness” (successful)

7 __boll, TX

8 a cowgirl

9 TXism: “dicker”

15 TXism: “got his
spurs tangled”

16 some young plants

19 James McLure
wrote these types
of plays about
Texas (2 wds.)

21 pungent chili

ingredient

undermine estab-

lished authority

layer of paint

22

27
28
lie in” (homeless)
these words follow
Panna & Santa in
two Texas towns
Lisalverto who
pitched for the
Rangers in 2014
“Cowpokes” artist,
TX Ace (init.)
Houston: “The
Golden Buckle
_ __ Belt’
36 brave sea bird at
Gulf restaurants
37 TXism:“___your
head for something
besides a hat rack”
38 State Park near
Port Arthur
(2 wds.)
39 TXism: “got ___
____ tangled”
(lied)

29

30

32

33

“ain'tgot_

41 action by the service
department at an
auto dealership
(2 wds.)

44 TX “Babe”: Mildred
____ Didrikson

45 Texas poet: Naomi
Shihab ___

46 this actress Adams
starred with TX Lynd

Day George in “Racquet”

a

TE

CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2025 by Orbison Bros.

XAS

47 brandin’irons ___
the hide of cows

48 writes again

51 TXism:“___
in a pinch”

52 Dallas Stars
league (abbr.)

53 slang for “leg”

54 1984 novel by
former Cowboy
Pat Toomay: “On
___Given Sunday”

do

DOWN

1 noted past Astro
GM, Smith, in
Astro Hall of Fame

2 TXism: “clean __
_ hound’s tooth”

3 in Smith County
on U.S. 69

4 TXism: “hotas a

8 this Pete wrote
“North Dallas
Forty”

9 TXism:“_

bark on a tree”

10 ex-Maverick but
mostly a Nugget,
Alex (init.)

11 Dallas County

named for this

VP (init.)

New York

international

music festival

TXism: “hook,

__,and sinker”

14 Oklahoma town

15 TXism: “spends
his time looking

" (lazy)

16 this Musial’s “World
Series” is in Texas

13

P-1759

51

52

53

54

17 TX Mac Davis ___
_ ____on Holly-
wood Blvd. in 1998

18 sleep sounds

20 Alamo’s Davy wore
a___ skincap

22 Texas-born comedy
actor, Martin (init.)

23 a MGM co.

24 sis’ sib

25 Texas actress
Helen of 1940 film
“Curtain Call”

26 restaurant or cafe

28 “__ fairinlove
and war” (anything
goes)

31 strait between
Galveston Island &
Treasure Island:
San___ Pass

34 poetic “before”

35 Beritish 1967 film:
“To___ With Love”

37 Troy Aikman’s
alma mater

40 strong beers

42 citrus drink ending

43 tinhorns can get
saddle sore

_horse

49 TXism: “never in
_____borndays”

50 Ron DeSantis
state (abbr.)

See Answers On Page 4A
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GPD Activity Report

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 20254723| 742 611W GAY GAY AVE
EMS 20254724| 7.20{TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER  {2200W UPSHUR UPSHUR
ALARMIOTHER 20254725| 749 2128 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE
ALARMIOTHER 20254726| 750 2302 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE
WARRANT 20254727| 10:33) 505 CLINTON CLINTON
INCIDENT - NOREPORT 20254728| 142 [MAN MAIN
MISCELLANEOUS 20054729 15.07] 100 W GAY GAY AVE
WARRANT 20054730 16:3) 2730 LINCOLN LINCOLN AVE
IASSIST 20054731 1731 2314 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE
MISCELLANEOUS 20054733 21:02) 10 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE
MISCELLANEOUS 20054735 21:34) 1515 SHELLCAMP SHELLCAMPRD
10-50MINOR 2005473%) 2:14|LEEBULDING 800 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
9126125 EMS 20054737 (:13{LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
MISCELLANEOUS 2005473 107] 1625 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE
FIRE DEPT 20054740 1304 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
FIRE DEPT 2005474)) 14:19|LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR
[SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20054743 15:48|CAVENDERS 600S LOOP 485L00P 485
10-50 MINOR 2005474 16:20{WELDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 314 E SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20054748 2:40]AJ S FAST STOP EXXON 708N MAIN MAN ST
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20054749 21:56) 21 JULIAWOOD JULIAWOOD
FIRE DEPT 20054750 23 312 HAYNES HAYNES AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 20254751 217 5 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE
921125 MISCELLANEOUS 20054750| 245 |4 GARDEN LANE GARDEN LANE
MISCELLANEOUS 20054753 33
[SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20054756) 70| N TAYLOR TAYLOR
MISCELLANEOUS 20054757 7:31|4B FEED & SUPPLY 07 STYLER TYLERRD
EMS 20054758 956{ABUNDANT LIFE TEMPLE 407N MONEY MONEY ST
|SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20054759 1000
ALARMIOTHER 20054760 12.28)GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE
10-50 MINOR 20054761 12:53/BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
ALARMIOTHER 20054762 13:13WELDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 314 E SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST
RECKLESS DRIVING 20054763 13:16)
MISCELLANEOUS 20054764 1333 1305 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
ESCORT 20054765 1406]
EMS 2025476 14:11|TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER {2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
ALARMIOTHER 20254769 17.02{OPTERRA SOLUTIONS, INC. 135 TEXAS TEXAS ST
EMS 20254770 17:37|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
FOUNDILOSTIRECOVERED | 20254771 A74|FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20254772 1802) 21 JULAWOODS JULIAWO0DS
MISCELLANEOUS 20054774 19:40) HIWY 80 WB HWY 80WB
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20254775 201 1207 S CENTER CENTER ST
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20254TTH| 20:18{DOLLAR GENERAL 2870 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
EMS 20254778 2308 520W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE
928125 MISCELLANEOUS 20054779 013 400 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR
[ANIMAL CONTROL 20254780 020 HWY 135HWY 135
MISCELLANEOUS 20254781 131
MISCELLANEOUS 20054783 55| 13945 W COMMERCE COMMERCE AVE
EMS 20254784 839 214 EEDDY EDDY AVE
INCIDENT - NOREPORT 20254786| 1205 [3087C EAST LAKE DRIVE EAST LAKE DRIVE
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20254787 1219 LEELEE
EMS 20254783 44| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER {2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
FIRE DEPT 20254789) 1650 1060 WILLOW OAK WILLOW OAK
MISCELLANEOUS 20054791 23| 1103 SHERWOOD SHERWOOD ST
MISCELLANEOUS 2025479| 25| 700 BROADWAY BROADWAY ST
9129125 FIRE DEPT 20054794 1:59) 1321 W SUNSET SUNSET AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 2025479 245) |
FIRE DEPT 202547%| 43 I501 NPOST POST ST

[
19122125 MISCELLANEQUS 20054645 24§ [205HICKORY HICKORY ST
FIRE DEPT 2005464 549 7441 FM 1404 FM 1404
ALARMIOTHER 20054647 8:10|GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE
[ANIMAL CONTROL 20254649) 905 [716MARTHAMARTHADR
FIRE DEPT 2005465 949 [326 MELBAMELBA
ESCORT 20254651| 10:16]MCWHORTER FUNERALHOME |74 STATE HWY 300 STATE HWY 300
[ANIMAL CONTROL 20254653| 125 [711 MARTHAMARTHA
EMS 20254654| 1226 12255 DEAN DEAN ST
MISCELLANEQUS 20254655| 1237) 1620 N LYNN LYNN ST
[ANIMAL CONTROL 20254656| 1330 106 GREGORY GREGORY
MISCELLANEOUS 20254657| 134 1201 EMARY MARY
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 2025465‘3| 142 |3l‘ﬁ W OLIVER OLIVER AVE
EMS 20254660| 16:16) |602W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE
EMS 20254661| 1625 |2107 FM 2885 FM 2685
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20254663| 18:30] TEXAS BANK AND TRUST |1623 £ BROADWAY BROADWAY
FIRE DEPT 20251664| 1411 125034 COUNTRY CLUB COUNTRY CLUB
[ANIMAL CONTROL 20254665| 1924 100 TENERY TENERY
DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 20254666| 1950) (210 GAY GAYW
MISCELLANEOUS 202546ﬁ7| 2000|MCDONALDS 100 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 2025/166&| 21:10{GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE
EMS 20254669) 213 [217 DEAN DEAN
MISCELLANEQUS 20054610 2306{AUSTIN BANK 1625 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
1923125 FIRE DEPT 20054671 25 [215HURLEY HURLEY
ALARMIOTHER 20054672 33) |3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKEDR
MISCELLANEQUS 20254674| 429) VESTAVESTA
MISCELLANEQUS 20054675 639 1520 SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR
MISSING PERSON 20054676 7.3 12604 WOODBINE DRIVE WOODBINE DRIVE
[ANIMAL CONTROL 200546 941 |2124 WEST LAKE DRIVE WEST LAKE DRIVE
|ANIMAL CONTROL 20254676 11:01|GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL |2201WGAVGAVAVE
ENS 2025467 1134/ WELDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL |314ESAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20254680 1445) 1625 WEST LAKE DRIVE WEST LAKE DRIVE
ENS 2025%32| 15:30|BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
FIRE DEPT 20254683| 1609/GLADEWATER FIRE DEPARTMENT 511 STYLER TYLERRD
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 20254684| 16:18/ZPPSLIQUOR 1301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
|THEFT 202&1686| 17:26|GLADEWATER POLICEDEPARTMENT 511 STYLER TYLERRD
MISCELLANEOUS 20254637| 1756)ZIPPSLIQUOR 301 EUPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
MISCELLANEQUS 2025468‘3| 1846/ZIPPSLIQUOR 1301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
|ANIMAL CONTROL 20254691| 1915] [SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP
MISCELLANEOUS 202&1692| 2:31{BODACIOUS BBQ 1105W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 20254693| 247 1610 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP
|ANIMAL CONTROL 20254694| 2147 1604 MUSTANG MUSTANG
MISCELLANEQUS 20254695| 22:29|ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 20254696| 24 HAROLD HAROLD ST
192425 |ALARMIOTHER 2025469&| 242|AJ SFAST STOP EXXON 170N MAIN MAIN ST
MISCELLANEOUS 202546%) 33| 1610 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE
IASSIST 2025470 829/GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT |51 STYLER TYLERRD
|ASSIST 20254701 954 1813 OLD LONGVIEW HWY OLD LONGVIEW HWY
ENS 20254700) 1045 HIVY 271 HWY 271
ENS 20054703 1100|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
EMS 20054704 11:19GREENWAY VILLAGE 15 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE
INCIDENT - NOREPORT 20054707 108] HENDRICKS HENDRICKS
HARASSMENT 20254706 159 155N FERRY FERRY ST
|ABANDONED 911 20054709) 1215/SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
[SIMPLE ASSAULT *C" 2054711 1324|GREENWAY VILLAGE 13 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE
|ABANDONED 911 20254712 1344) 12312 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE
|ASSIST 20054713 141 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
ENS 20054714 1449) 1803 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE
EMS 20054715 1435/ TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 12200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
10-50MINOR 20254716 16:17) [STYLER STYLER
MISCELLANEOUS 20254717 1916]
MISCELLANEOUS 20254719 2:13{ANTIQUE CAPITALRV PARK 1500 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485
1912525 |ABANDONED 911 20054720 1.2 306 W OLIVER OLIVER AVE
|ALARMIOTHER 20254721| 531|TEASCAFE 1414 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
MISCELLANEQUS 20254722| 642 LOOP 485L00P 485

Read

lLocal company.
ourmalists.
Local stornes-

GPD Arrest Report

White Oak Police
Activity Report

For the reporting period of September 22nd through
September 28th, 2025, officers for the White Oak Police
Department responded to or initiated 209 calls for service
and assistance. Some of the most common calls were: Advice
Calls, Criminal Mischief, Suspicious Activity, Assault, Traf-
fic Issues (motorist assists, traffic control, reckless drivers,
etc.), and Community Relations (welfare checks, civil issues,
vacation home security checks, etc.).

No traffic collisions were investigated during this report-
ing period.

White Oak Officers made seven arrests during this report-
ing period:

Edgar Morales, 22, of Monte Alto, TX, for Driving While
Intoxicated with an Open Container.

Jackson Cauthorn, 18, of Gladewater, for a Smith County
Warrant for Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon.

Eduardo Rivas, 30, of Tyler, for Driving While Intoxicated.

Ariella Smith, 21, of Diana, for Driving While Intoxicated.

Gregory Tubbs, 34, of White Oak, for Assault Causing
Bodily Injury, Family Violence.

Travis Perry, 21, of White Oak, for Driving While In-
toxicated.

Tracy Dula, 62, of Longview, for Driving While Intoxi-
cated and Unlawful Carrying of a Weapon.

One separate and unrelated case was presented to the
Gregg County District Attorney for prosecution:
-Assault Causing Bodily Injury Family Violence
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See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Bailey’s {ACE

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX

Sé 8:00-6:00

Sun 100.5.00 903.845.5787
BAPTIST

Calvary Baptist * 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist « 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church ¢ 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church « 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church ¢ 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist * 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist + 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist + 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible * 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist » 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist ¢+ 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist + 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ « 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church ¢ 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church « 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran + 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center  903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene ¢ 903-845-4425
METHODIST
First Methodist Church Gladewater « 903-845-2565
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church ¢ 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist « 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist * 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church ¢ 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

J.O.

Williams

Since 1936

Gladewater
903.845.2222

300 Hwy. 80 East

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX

903-845-2171
www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER

SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

Get your message out for

just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church ¢ 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal + 903-845-2922
Northside Pentecostal
Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian « 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church
Living Hope Fellowship * 903-261-2023
Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050
OTHER

Starrville Church of the Living God « 903-877-3220

Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holiness* 903-845-8195

* Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk

COMMUNITIES
DEPEND ON LOCAL

NEWSPAPERS

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly
newspaper every month.

Source: Americas 2023 Local
conducted by Coda Ventures.

paper Study

70

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

Local company.

Local joumalists.
Local stories.
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Third Town Hall
event brings 3

community leaders
to the table Oct. 2

City, school and business
will all be in the spotlight
Oct. 2 during Gladewater
Mayor Brandy Flanagan’s
third Town Hall Meeting.

Featuring Gladewater ISD
Superintendent Rae Ann
Patty and Gladewater Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration Executive Direc-
tor Anna Conlan alongside
Flanagan and the team at
Gladewater City Hall, the
public panel discussion and
talkback begins at 6 p.m.
that Tuesday evening in the
Gladewater High School
Cafeteria. Other key par-
ticipants include Gladewater
City Council members, City
Manager Charlie Smith and
more municipal personnel.

According to the organiz-
ers, “This Town Hall will
begin with brief presenta-
tions, followed by a panel
discussion format that will
allow citizens to ask ques-
tions directly.”

“Your voice matters, and
you are an integral part of
Team Gladewater. The May-
or encourages everyone to
be part of the conversation
as we continue to move
Gladewater forward.”

Residents asked
to pitch-in for

cleanup Oct. 11

Gladewater’s Fall 2025
Citywide Cleanup is just a
couple of weeks out, and
this year’s event will once
again take a multi-prong
approach to sprucing up the
community.

Along with Gladewater
Chamber of Commerce
and volunteers, City Hall’s
spearheading the Oct. 11
effort: “Together, let’s show
some hometown pride and
keep our community looking
its best.”

Downtown, city personnel
and helpers will be on-hand
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A group of Longview firefighters, including a White Oak resident, were
recognized Sept. 26 for their response to the Kerrville floods in July. The
group of LFD personnel included Battalion Chief Tommy Daniel, Lieutenant
Tim Clanton, Captain Shayne Rust, Captain Ryan Howard, Firefighter CIiff
Patrick, Driver Engineer / Paramedic Brian Pfau of White Oak, Driver
Engineer Brian Woodrum and Deputy Fire Marshal Joshua Meenach. The
firefighters spent 14 days in Kerrville as part of the coordinated search,

rescue and recovery mission.

to transfer residents’ car,
truck and trailer-loads of
trash into roll-off containers.
Running § a.m. to noon that
Saturday morning, residents
are invited to drop-off their
accumulated junk at the
city’s collection site on East
Commerce Street.

Meanwhile, “The City of
Gladewater will be offering
curbside pick-up for our dis-
abled and senior residents,”
per City Hall’s event page.
To schedule a pick-up, call
the Water Ultility Billing De-
partment at 903-845-2196
no later than noon Thursday,
Oct. 9.

Concurrent to the col-
lections, the city is recruit-
ing volunteers to spread
throughout the community
for an autumn litter round-
up: “We need you to help us
make a big impact.”

Helpers will gather at 7:45
a.m. Oct. 11 at the Ken Ben-
nett Pavilion on East Pacific.

“From there, we’ll head
out to neighborhoods and
parks across the city to
roll up our sleeves and get
Gladewater shining.

Bring your gloves — we’ll
supply the garbage bags.”

Chamber dynamo Lois
Reed will be leading another
band of volunteers through
downtown in memory of her
predecessor, the late Marsha

Valdetero. The group will
start from the intersection of
the loop and Hwy. 271 at 8
a.m. and head north, clean-
ing up Main Street ahead of
end-of-year activities.

Per Reed, “This is a great
opportunity to just spread
out and cleanup.”

Can You Dig It?
Find Out During
Texas Archeology

Month In October

AUSTIN — Previously
unknown stories await dis-
covery in Texas, and the
Texas Historical Commis-
sion (THC) is excited to
celebrate Texas Archeology
Month (TAM) in October.

Archeological discover-
ies have revealed some of
the most captivating stories
in Texas history, from an-
cient burial grounds to the
cornerstones of historically
significant buildings.

TAM, which occurs an-
nually in October, fosters
the spirit of discovery and
promotes awareness of ar-
cheological programs across
the state.

Don’t miss this year’s
Texas Archeology Fair from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Bullock Texas State His-
tory Museum. In conjunction
with the museum’s H-E-B

(Courtesy photo)

Free First Sunday, the full-
scale public event features
a wide array of hands-on
activities, artifact displays,
crafts, games, and expert
demonstrations highlight-
ing the diverse cultures and
traditions that have shaped
Texas history.

Other events

Some of the THC’s state
historic sites and organi-
zations are hosting events
throughout October. Some
of the events are highlighted
below.

Oct. 4 is Step Back Sat-
urdays: Artifact Matchup at
Starr Family Home State
Historic Site, 407 W. Travis
St., Marshall.

A prelude to the site’s larg-
er celebration—Dig In!—the
artifact matchup allows visi-
tors to try their hand at piec-
ing together ancient pottery
with puzzles while discover-
ing how archeologists match
fragments to unlock history.
The event is free, but house
tours are available at the
standard admission price.

Oct. 11 is Archeology
Day at Kreische Brewery.
Visitors will learn about the
work of archeologists by
exploring the history of ar-
tifacts at the site, which was
excavated by the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department in
the 1970s.

OBITUARIES

JOYCE ANN HIGHTOWER

Joyce Ann Hightower, a beloved mother, grandmother,
and caring friend, passed away on August 29, 2025, at
the age of 92. Born on November 6, 1932, in Scotts-
boro, Alabama, Joyce was the daughter of A.P. and Alice
Guffey. She spent her early years in Alabama before
moving to Gladewater, Texas, for her senior year of
high school, where she would ultimately plant her roots.
After graduating, Joyce began her career at the Glade-
water Telephone Office. On No-
vember 2, 1952, she married Mau-
rice Hightower, and together, they
created a legacy with Hightower
Jewelers, a cherished fixture in the
Gladewater community for many
years until their retirement in 1995.
Joyce was involved in various orga-
nizations, including Cub Scouts, Blue
Birds, Campfire, and the PTA, as well
as the 3 Arts Club. She was known
for her reserved demeanor yet radiated love, kindness, and
thoughtfulness to everyone she met. Her passion for baking
birthday cakes, sewing, and crocheting brought joy to her
family and friends alike.

Joyce joins her beloved husband, Maurice, who she shared
68 wonderful years with. She is preceded in death by her
parents, A.P. and Alice Guffey, as well as one sister and
one brother. She leaves behind a loving family, including
her children, David Hightower (Donna) and Brenda Allen
(Ronnie), along with her cherished grandsons, Ryan and
William Allen. Joyce is also survived by numerous nieces
and nephews, three sisters, and one brother.

Rest in peace, Joyce. Your love will live on in the hearts
of those you have left behind.

CHARLES “CHARLIE” ANTHONY RUSSELL

Funeral services for Charles “Charlie” Anthony Russell,
of Longview, Texas, will be held at 11:00 am, Tuesday,
September 30, 2025, at Walnut Creek Baptist Church. Inter-
ment to follow at Walnut Creek Cemetery. The family will
receive friends at 10:00 am prior to
the service. Arrangements are under
the direction of McWhorter Funeral
Home.

Charlie was born on April 6, 1955,
in Bossier City, Louisiana, to David
Parker Russell Sr. and Ida Lois Gaines
Russell and passed from this life on
September 26, 2025, in Longview,
Texas.

Charlie was a live-in counselor at
Sabine Valley and Azleway Boys Ranch for many years
before his retirement. With a love for sports, he umpired
Little League Baseball for over 40 years.

Those left to cherish his memory are his daughter, Penny
Renee Love; son, Bryan Alan Russell; and his brothers,
David Parker Russell Jr, and Clifford Wayne Russell.

He was preceded in death by his parents; and his brother,
James Russell.

Pallbearers will be Wade Beckham, Mo Lopez, Bill Mc-
Dowell, Mark Oliver, Greg Pope, and Trey Villareal.

Please visit Charlie’s online registration book at www.
mcwhorterfh.com to leave a memory for the family.

KING PLUMBING

M36233

NEW CONSTRUCTION ® REMODELS e SERVICE

RMP DENNIS KING
903-539-1716

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

903-845-6680

MKT-5894N-A

393 All Major Credit Cards Accepted n
BEE
Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647

edwardjones.com

TEXAS

REAL ESTATE

—— EXECUTIVES ——

Doy D2 riclss o

SHARON SMITH HAMMER
903-635-5021

sharonlsmithrealtor@gmail.com
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EAST TEXAS
FOOD BANK

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month

10:00 am to Noon
While supplies last

gl

Se/f - Service Auto Parts

ik
L0

CALL NOW: 903-297-4300
Vehicle Purchasing Agent

PickersLongview.com | carbuy@pickerslongview.com

5910 W Marshall Ave, Longview, TX 75604

guds
YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

| Highway 80 East
Gladewater

845-5186

HOURS
7:30AM. - 5:30 PM.

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

Handcrafted ;| Painted , Custom

Jewelry X Gourds X Paintings

Pet
Portraits

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

dasweat? @gmail .com

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
TO DISCUSS GLADEWATER ISD’S
State Financial Accountability Rating
Gladewater ISD will hold a public meeting at
6:00 p.m. on MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025
in the GLADEWATER ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING - BOARD ROOM,

200 E. BROADWAY, GLADEWATER, TX
75647.

The purpose of this meeting is to discuss
Gladewater ISD’s rating

on the State’s Financial
Accountability System.

NOTIFICATION OF PUBLIC HEARING

The White Oak Planning & Zoning Commission will
hold a public hearing on Tuesday, October 21, 2025, at
5:00 p.m. at City Hall, 906 S. White Oak Rd. Regarding a
request from Larry Renhquist to change the zoning at
AB 38 W H Castleberry SUR TR 23-02 Sec 10 UND INT,
and AB 38 W H Castleberry SUR 23 SEC 10, more com-
monly known as 2209 & 2211 E. Old Hwy 80, White
Oak, from local retail to single-family 8.

A second public hearing will be held before the
White Oak City Council on November 11, 2025 at 5:00
p.m.

For more information contact Jimmy Purcell, City
Coordinator at jpurcell@cityofwhiteoak.com

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your
community.
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TexSCAN Week of
Sept. 28-Oct. 4, 2025

ACREAGE

Waterfront Land Sale — Texas’ Newest Waterfront
Community off Matagorda Bay, October 11th, one day
sale. 1+ Acre Waterfront Starting at $99,900. Terms
to fit your budget. 830-310-6195.

AUCTION

Bankruptcy Sale — six-story, 111,860+ SF landmark
office on 8.92+ AC, Victoria, TX. Bid deadline Oct.
30. Prime location at a prominent intersection in
Victoria’s main business district. 1908 N. Laurent St.,
855-755-2300, HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020 to
schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation estimate.
Plus get 75% off installation and a bonus $250 discount!
Limited time only. Restrictions apply, see representative
for warranty and offer details.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

MOBILE ADVERTISING

AdMessenger offers simple mobile ad solutions
for publishers. With customizable scrolling text,
zero production costs, and 5x more engagement
than standard mobile banner ads, visit https://www.
admessenger.io/ to start tapping into this powerful
revenue stream today!

OIL & GAS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for
an offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

America’s$
Newspapers 184 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads

Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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rpporing jounalion and healkhy resspapsin
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Find out more at
WWW.NEWSPapers.org
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Gladewater ISD Gifted
& Talented Public Notice

Gladewater ISD is beginning the referral
process for Gifted/Talented (GT) services
for the 2025-2026 school year. We are
committed to providing challenging learning
experiences for students with exceptional
intellectual and creative thinking abilities.
Anyone wishing to refer a student
attending Gladewater ISD in Kindergarten
through 12th grade can visit the
Gladewater ISD website (gladewaterisd.
com) and click on the campus the student
attends. Scroll to the bottom of that
webpage and look for the “Latest News”
carousel. Choose the GT infographic, that
is the link to the referral form and parental
consent for testing. The referral window
will run until October 31, 2025.

ONE BITE

AND YOU'LL KNOW

E BUY

0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters
this season

15% OFF +10%
LeafFilter* Discount For

Seniors + Military
Get a FREE full gutter inspection and

* PROTECTION

Leaf@Filter

estimate: 1-833-460-3020 rromo: 285

+See Representatve fo full warranty detail. *Promotional offe includes 15% off plus an additional 10% of for qualified veterans and/or seniors. No obligation estimate
valid for 1 year. TSubject to credit approval. Cal for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBCOSE678, 1A (127230, ID RCE-51604, LA
559544, MA 176447, MD MHICT11225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22,
50145-23, N 13VH09953900, N 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, R GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445,
VWA LEAFFNWBZ2JZ, W/ W056912.

X\

Try the world’s most tender steaks,
extra-aged 28+ days to perfection.

Discover premium quality beef that’'s
grain-finished for exquisite flavor.

Experience the juiciest air-chilled chicken,
tastiest burgers, and so much more.

\

X\

Classic Cookout Collection

Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (83 oz.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

76946JQH separately $279-93 812999
SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

— GET 8 —
BURGERS

FREE

A $22 value!

®-DMDMNADMDA

call 1.877.323.6208 or go to
OmahaSteaks.com/0OneBite2282

Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 76946JQH

SINCE 1917

THE BEST STEAKS OF YOUR LIFE OR YOUR MONEY BACK

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes
SKU 76946. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. tems may be substituted due to inventory
limitations. Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may
apply. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires
09/30/25. | 25M8446 | Omaha Steaks, LLC
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WEDDING
ANNOUNCEMENT

Allen, Bardwell to wed

Daniel and Rosemary Thatcher of
Hamilton would like to announce the
engagement and impending marriage
of their daughter Abigail Thatcher Allen
of Providence Village to Jim Bardwell
of Gladewater, son of Carol Jones of
Longview.

The couple plan to wed Oct. 17
at the bride’s parents’ Hamilton home
with a private family ceremony. Allen’s
daughters, Julia and Jada, will serve as
her maids-of-honor, and Bardwell’s best
men will be his best friend Jerry Comb-
est and Jim’s son Josh Bardwell.

James Draper will conduct the
ceremony.

They plan a larger public celebra-
tory ceremony for April 18, 2026, out-
side Gladewater in East Texas for close
family, friends and newspaper family.

Both the bride and groom are pro-
fessional journalists. She is the editor
and publisher of the Pilot Point Post-Signal, and he is publisher and owner of the Glade-
water Mirror newspaper and East Texas Sports Magazine.

She is a graduate of Hamilton High School and the University of North Texas, while
he graduated Longview High School and attended Kilgore College and East Texas State
University.

Both have served as board members on the North & East Texas Press Association
and Texas Press Association. Allen is the first vice president of the NETPA and Bardwell
served as president of the NETPA twice and was president of the TPA.

Both are very active in their communities, serving on economic development cor-
poration boards, chamber boards, and community and civic boards. And both have been
recognized regionally and statewide during their newspaper careers, with him also earning
national recognition.

City lends a hand with locals’ limbs

Limb pickup doesn’t cost an arm or a leg for residents, thanks to the City of Gladewater
chipping in.

A public works chipping initiative recently got the green light from council members,
and municipal personnel are available on an as-needed basis to mulch tree debris for
homeowners and renters.

“We do have a chipper that we bought to help the citizens,” Gladewater Public Works
Director Brian Smith said. “If they cut the limbs down themselves, we will come haul off
three yards, anything smaller than six inches, for free.

“We’ll do up to three cubic yards free the first time. After that, there’s a charge. It’s very
minimal,” $10 per cubic yard.

To request a pickup, call 903-845-2196.

Smith’s reluctant to charge even a nominal cost to residents, but the city has to recoup
some of its maintenance and fuel costs.

Notably, the City of Gladewater program does not cover limbs left by tree companies,
green waste at commercial properties or by landlord request, only cuts by tenants.

“It was set up for the residents who needed the help, not people who are making money
for the house.”

Those projects add up too quickly to be footed by taxpayers.

“It’s costing the city lots and lots of money in manpower, equipment and dumping.”

Mulch is available for residents who request it, Smith noted.

“We go and dump it in their yard when they ask.”

Public works clears gap in
Sewer policies before bust

The City of Gladewater recently tightened its policies regarding sewer cleanouts and
maintenance — the goal is to safeguard homes, particularly when older pipes can’t handle
modern pressures.

“Every city helps its citizens by cleaning out the sewers when they get backed up,” ac-
cording to Gladewater’s public works director, but proximity’s become a problem.

For years, Brian Smith explained, the norm was to let contractors place cleanouts wher-
ever. Naturally, he allowed, “The contractors would always put them near to the house
because it’s cheaper for them.”

Years and decades later, though, the city’s having to step-back that courtesy maintenance
at residences without enough of a safe zone between the curb and the home.

“We no longer can do it unless it’s away from the house by 15 feet because of the pres-
sure,” he said. Modern equipment isn’t kind to old infrastructure: “It will backflow into
the house and flood it. If we continue to do the cleanouts up by the house, it’s just a matter
of time before we flood the house and get sued.”

It’s long been the city’s policy to assist homeowners with that task when requested, but
the risk’s just too great inside the private property’s boundary. Ideally, city maintenance
won’t get any further from the curb then three to five feet moving forward.

“So long as we stay within that easement, we’re good.”

White Oak FFA

Q\{ f Farmer’s Market

"V Saturday, October 11th
8am -2pm

Location: White Oak High School &

Greenhouse
To reserve your booth location,

please scan the QR Code below.

Fresh honey & produce
Plant sale
Fresh Flowers
Pumpkins & More!

Thog
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Christmas time’s a’ comin’ to kids center
as local biker bar preps for annual ride

Continued from Page 1

participant throughout the years the charity ef-
fort was helmed by the late Nell Higginbotham
of Longview’s former Mom’s Biker Bar.

Today, Kelly’s the excited organizer of the
holiday benefit, and she’s getting ready to
raise the ‘Angel Tree’ in late October to start
stockpiling gifts and necessities for the second
Saturday in December.

“It’s always kickstands up at 1 p.m. at Out-
laws,” Kelly says. The long line of bikes (and
other vehicles) stretches down 80 to arrive
about half an hour later, raising “such a clatter”
for the sake of the care center’s clientele: “What
better way than to pull up at the hospital and see
all these babies’ faces out there because here
comes Santa Claus?”

In addition to dropping of contributions at
Outlaws, donors can contact Kelly at 903-
353-3353 to learn specific needs they can
help fulfill.

“They actually give us their wish list and their

need list,” Kelly explained, essentials and
gifts for every patient, averaging about 100.
“Pajamas and hygiene products, specialty
and sensory toys, things like that, we get
them socks and the basic day-to-day needs.
Then, we also make it possible to fill their
want list.

“One year there was a little boy that
wanted a drum set. Everybody here pitched
in a little bit. Every year we try to just do
something a little extra for one or all of them
together. I don’t know what we’re going to
do this year.”

Everyone is invited to join in the effort, she
added, riding out with the Christmas spirit.

“It doesn’t matter if you have a motorcycle.
You can come in a regular vehicle. We all line
up and go. The more, the merrier, really.”

The kids love the roar of the caravan, she
added. “The more we have, the better. The
more noise we make, the more the children
get to hear.”

SRR,

ERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

X »4

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call1.833.683.0236

e SO Down Today

e Same Day Financing Available
e Premium Warranty Protection

numbers available at eriehome.com

erielicenses/

Join over 400,000 satisfied homeowners
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

CALLTODAY!1.833.683.0236

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This
is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”).
Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in
your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its
affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding &
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and  (§
Terms of Use on homeservicescom})lioncecomA All rights reserved. License
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Weldon Alumni get buzzing for
annual honor game Friday

Gladewater is “calling all Bumblebees” back to the hive again this weekend for the fourth
annual Weldon Honor Game Friday night.

Weldon Alumni Association’s Darren Richardson credits former GISD Athletic Director
Johnny Louvier with the inspiration to pay homage to the Bumblebees in honor of the years
the campus served as the local school for African American students during segregation.

In 1965, according to a 2023 history of the campus, “On Feb. 8th, the dual school system
was abolished. Freedom of choice among the four Gladewater schools was instituted.”

Weldon Elementary-High School operated through 1969 before being converted and re-
named Gladewater Middle School that fall. It was renamed Weldon Middle School in 1979,
became the intermediate school in 1984 then transitioned to elementary in 2016.

During the school’s heyday, with its signature green and white, “There were a couple of
times the Bumblebees played for a state championship. They never won, but they made
it twice,” Richardson said. “The last time they made it was in 1968, when Walter Derrick
was their head coach.

Come Friday, “The Bears will wear green and white jerseys and turn into the Bumblebees
for this game.”

Fans, too, are encouraged to where Weldon’s colors Oct. 3 as Gladewater High School
faces the Sabine Cardinals at Jack V. Murphy Bear Stadium. Richardson is co-organizing
this weekend’s alumni activities. For more information, contact him at 903-374-1370.

History of the Weldon Bumblebees

£k i -& ‘-h.’: . : = ]
Brylen Bailey (right) and DeAndre Hale take advantage of last weekend’s

cool, sunny weather to cast a line in the Sabine River at the Hwy. 271 bridge
Saturday morning.

* 1894: The first school in Gladewater Proper was organized.
The one room building was located on the east of Main Street

in Gladewater
ITY F L A D EW AT E R * 1921: The school rented the New Hope Baptist Church

* 1922: The school district qualified for the Rosenwald Fund
and built a two room building on 2 acres. The Rosenwald
school served the district until 1933

* 1932: Red Rock, Holly Springs and Lincoln Springs
community schools were consolidated

*1933: In May, it was decided that a consolidation “...into one
school system to be located in Gladewater was the only
hope for anything like adequate training.”

* 1934: The district purchased six acres at the current
location and built a ten room building for $34,000

¢ 1935: The auditorium was complete

* 1937: The schools as named “Weldon” in honor of the
principal, J. Weldon Williams

* 1937: The district consolidated Big Sandy, Joy, and

Saturday, October 11th from 8am - Noon Evergreen distict

* 1939: Organized athletics began with C.C. Cooksey as the
first paid coach. The Weldon Band was organized under

E. Commerce Street, Gladewater, Texas 75647 it reming:

* 1953: A disastrous fire completely destroyed the main
building

¢ 1954: Weldon was rebuilt for a cost of over a quarter million
dollars. The campus was then approximately twenty-six

JOIN TO VOLU NTEER acres and extended to South main to Roden Lane on the
south side of Saunders

*1959: Enroliment was 593 and three more classrooms were

Volunteers Needed! Help us make a difference at the City-Wide =~ buit

*1961: The air-conditioned auditorium and eight classrooms

Clean Up. Your time and effort will go a long way in keeping our ~ were completed |
* 1965: On Feb. 8th, the dual school system was abolished.

Community Clean and beautiful_ come lend 3 hand! Freedom of choice among the four Gladewater schools was

instituted

* 1969: This was the last year that Weldon Elementary-High
School was operated. In the fall, the campus was converted
to the middle school in the Gladewater Independent County
Line School

* 1969: Weldon’s name is changed to Gladewater Middle
School (6th,7th & 8th)

* 1979: Gladewater Middle School becomes Weldon Middle
School

*1984: Weldon Middle School becomes Weldon Intermediate
School (4th &5th)

e 2016: Weldon Intermediate School became Weldon
Elementary School (2nd-5th)

Sl o
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A BlG THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR SPONSOR PARTNERSI!

* BUBBA'S 33 * WHATABURGER * MCDONALD'’S O'REILLY GRP *
SLIM CHICKENS * ROWDY CREEK RANCH * GLADEWATER MIRROR *
BROOKSHIRE’S & FRITO LAY * ABC AUTO PARTS

SALON DE LE SOLEIL AMANDA-HEADS FIRST SALON
SUPERCUTS LGV g — BODACIOUS GLW

VENETIAN NAILS AUTOMOTIVE RESTORATION
RAISING CANES : BiLL l!!E!(ASﬂN BOXCAR BBQ

JAGGERS < e MALONE LEGAL GROUP

PAINT SLINGERS PAMPERED BY PATTI (HFS)
KPOT KOREAN BBQ & HOT POT WHITE OAK OIL CHANGE CINDY-WILD WEST SALON

CHUY’S NOBODY’S T&K POP UP GRILL SUNSATIONAL 360 TANNING

BAILEY’S ACE HARDWARE SAM’S CLUB SASQUATCH TRADING POST

ANDY- ROSE WEALTH BARBIE-CUTTING EDGE SALON LORI-CUTTING EDGE SALON

MUSIC MOUNTAIN WATER NEW PIER SHELLI-CUTTING EDGE SALON
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