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Press Release
287G Memorandum of Agreement Task Force Model 
December 9, 2025 
On December 8, 2025 the Upshur County Sheriff’s Office entered into a memorandum of agreement with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement's (ICE) to participate in their Task Force.
This last July, Governor Abbott signed SB 8 from the 89th Legislative Session which states.
      “The Sheriff of each county that operates a jail or contracts with a private vendor to operate a jail shall request and enter into an immigration law enforcement agreement to authorize the sheriff and officers, employees, and, as applicable, contractors of the sheriff’s department to enforce federal immigration law.” This law goes into effect January 1, 2026
      What is the 287G Program?                                                                                                                 
      Section 287(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) is codified in 8 U.S.C. §1357(g) and allows ICE to delegate certain immigration enforcement actions to trained state and local law enforcement partners.
      What are the benefits of joining the 287G program?
1. Enhances Public Safety: The 287(g) Program allows ICE and local law enforcement to identify and remove criminal aliens before their release into the community. 
2. Improves Safety: Taking custody of criminal aliens in secure facilities reduces risks to communities and officers. 
3. Expands Detection: The Task Force Model helps law enforcement identify removable aliens during routine duties who might otherwise go unnoticed. 
      


      What training is requirements for the Deputies to participate in the 287G MOA Task Force?
Before participating LEA personnel receive authorization to perform immigration officer functions granted under this MOA, they must successfully complete mandatory 40- hour online training to be completed within 60 days on relevant administrative, legal, and operational issues tailored to the immigration enforcement functions to be performed as provided by ICE instructors and thereafter pass examinations equivalent to those given to ICE officers. The mandatory training may be made available to the LEA in both in-person and online, recorded or virtual-meeting formats, as determined by ICE. Only participating LEA personnel who are nominated, trained, certified, and authorized, as set out herein, have authority pursuant to this MOA to conduct the delegated immigration officer functions, under ICE direction and  supervision, enumerated in this MOA.
What is the 287G MOA Authority of Task Force Model:
Task Force Model - Serves as a force multiplier to identify, apprehension and transport illegal aliens in the field
What is the authorized function of the 287G MOA Task force? 
For the purposes of the MOA, participating LEA personnel are authorized to perform the following functions pursuant to the stated authorities, subject to the limitations contained in the MOA:
• The power and authority to interrogate any alien or person believed to be an alien as to his right to be or remain in the United States (INA § 287(a)(1) and 8 C.F.R. § 287.5(a)(l)) and to process for immigration violations those individuals who have been arrested for State or Federal criminal offenses.
• The power and authority to arrest without a warrant any alien entering or attempting to unlawfully enter the United States in the officer’s presence or view, or any alien in the United States, if the officer has reason to believe the alien to be arrested is in the United States in violation of law and is likely to escape before a warrant can be obtained. INA § 287(a)(2) and 8 C.F.R. § 287.5(c)(1). Subsequent to such arrest, the arresting officer must take the alien without unnecessary delay for examination before an immigration officer having authority to examine aliens as to their right to enter or remain in the United States.
• The power to arrest without warrant for felonies which have been committed and which are cognizable under any law of the United States regulating the admission, exclusion, expulsion, or removal of aliens, if the officer has reason to believe the alien to be arrested is in the United States in violation of law and is likely to escape before a warrant can be obtained. INA § 287(a)(4) and 8 C.F.R. § 287.5(c)(2).
• The power to serve and execute warrants of arrest for immigration violations under INA § 287(a) and 8 C.F.R. § 287.5(e)(3).
• The power and authority to administer oaths and to take and consider evidence (INA § 287(b) and 8 C.F.R. § 287.5(a)(2)) to complete required alien processing to include fingerprinting, photographing, and interviewing, as well as the preparation of affidavits and the taking of sworn statements for ICE supervisory review. 
• The power and authority to prepare charging documents (INA § 239, 8 C.F.R. § 239.1; INA § 238, 8 C.F.R § 238.1; INA § 241(a)(5), 8 C.F.R § 241.8; INA § 235(b)(l), 8 C.F.R. § 235.3) including the preparation of the Notice to Appear (NTA) or other charging document, as appropriate, for the signature of an ICE officer for aliens in categories established by ICE supervisors.
• The power and authority to issue immigration detainers (8 C.F.R. § 287.7) and I-213, Record of Deportable/Inadmissible Alien, for aliens in categories established by ICE supervisors.
• The power and authority to take and maintain custody of aliens arrested by ICE, or another State or local law enforcement agency on behalf of ICE. (8 C.F.R. § 287.5(c)(6))
• The power and authority to take and maintain custody of aliens arrested pursuant to the immigration laws and transport (8 C.F.R. § 287.5(c)(6)) such aliens to ICE-approved detention facilities.
In closing, the Upshur County Sheriff’s Office remains committed to working alongside our law enforcement partners to ensure the safety and well-being of every citizen in our community. We will continue to use every resource available to identify criminal activity within our county and to bring those responsible before the proper courts to answer for their actions.
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