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After 52 issues, there’s one story that stands out from
2025: “Gladewater team backs galavanting ‘gator.”

It’s all in the headline. A 9-foot alligator decided to take a
Sunday night stroll across Hwy. 271, creating a once-in-a-
lifetime memory for Gladewater Police officers and Game
Warden Todd Long.

That’s how June kicked off in the Antique Capital of East
Texas, following Class of 2025 graduation exercises for
Gladewater, White Oak and Union Grove then followed
quickly by the 88th annual Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo.

Like every year, 2025 was a busy one.

Early on, local artist Hillie Shirley braved the cold in

. January to execute a ‘Greetings from Gladewater’ postcard
mural on the wall of the downtown restrooms, a love let-
ter to the community commissioned by the city from an
idea by Mayor Brandy Flanagan. In her Jan. 30 Business

Town Hall, the mayor emphasized the “total team effort” in

Gladewater: “It’s when we work together that we’re able to

see bigger changes.”

The Gladewater MLK/Juneteenth Committee hosted its

. annual Celebration Brunch in memory of Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. that month. This year’s Gospel Brunch is set for

10 a.m. Monday, Jan. 19, 2026, at Antique Capitol RV Park.

A measles outbreak in West Texas in late January be-
came a simmering public health issue statewide (part of a
larger measles resurgence nationally) with more than 750
confirmed cases statewide, including about 20 near Gilmer.
None of those Upshur County cases were critical or required
hospitalization. State health officials declared the outbreak
over in mid-August.

In February, Upshur commissioners unanimously opposed
a Dallas-area water district’s proposal to buy water rights to
Lake O’ the Pines. Several of the year’s headlines touched
on Texas water resources, and it’ll be a major discussion
topic here and at the state level in the coming year and for
years to come.

A young pilot escaped major injuries when his plane
missed the runaway at Gladewater Municipal Airport fol-
= lowing an apparent mechanical failure Feb. 17. Meanwhile,

2025 saw the adoption of a new master plan for the facil-
ity. The city also pursued security and amenity upgrades
at Lake Gladewater, including the re-opening of the lake
store and the development of the city’s ‘Dockside Eats’
food truck space, put to use quickly for the annual Fourth
of July celebration.

Nearby, in early 2025 the ‘high hazard’ Lake Gladewater
Dam was officially brought into basic compliance with
maintenance, inspections and reports necessary to qualify
for public mitigation funds. City officials are awaiting the
release of the latest engineer’s report on the dam, which will
help determine steps forward to fund costly repairs for the
aging structure long-term.

The City of Gladewater continued its investment of
money, resources and time into improving and upgrading
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Big Sandy 15-year-old teen

o O ; Christmas week carjacking sends 1 to hospital
killed in one-vehicle wreck

A Gladewater woman allegedly carjacked a driver’s truck and hit the gas Dec. 23,
throwing the victim from the vehicle to the pavement below.

By Phillip Williams

A 15-year-old Big Sandy area youth
was killed and his 18-year-old cousin was
critically injured in a one-car crash on rural
Chipmunk Road Sunday night, said Upshur
County Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda
Welch.

She said she pronounced Rylan Joseph
Reneau dead at the scene near Union Hill
School, and that Steven Fisher Reneau was
airlifted to Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport
hospital in Louisiana.

The driver, Steven Reneau, lost control of
a westbound older model Chevrolet Impala,
which ran off the roadway’s left side, jumped
a ditch, plowed through a barbed wire fence,

and overturned several times, Welch said.

The brothers, who weren’t wearing seat
belts, were ejected from the auto, which
had no air bags, the judge said. Welch also
said she understood that Stephen Reneau
suffered burns from the car’s exhaust when
he was pinned beneath it.

The younger Reneau was found beside
the vehicle, she said. Welch said she was
notified of the incident at 10:20 p.m., and
that emergency personnel ceased attempting
CPR on the victim at 10:36.

The Reneaus resided at the same address
on Aspen Road, and Rylan’s body was
taken to McWhorter Funeral Home outside
Gilmer, said the judge.

Law enforcement tracked the stolen Ford, and the suspect was soon apprehended and
charged with a second-degree felony. Izabel Elise Osteen, 28, added
another third-degree felony the next day when she reportedly escaped
from custody while being transferred from the city jail to the county
lockup.

According to a Christmas Eve press release from Gladewater Police
Chief Kyle Ready, the incident began when the victim was stopped
near the intersection of North Main Street and East Shepperd Drive
for a child custody exchange.

At that time, “a suspect entered the individual’s 2020 Ford F-150
without consent,” Ready reported. “A physical struggle occurred as
the victim attempted to prevent the theft. The suspect then drove away with the victim
partially inside the vehicle, resulting in the victim being thrown from the truck as it ac-
celerated northbound on North Main Street.”

Continued on Page 8
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INION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

...joy for the journey

The cookies in the tin, the apple pie and fudge are wooing you
from two rooms away. You can’t imagine having the space for one
more bite but the excess of delicious goodies left over from Christ-
mas is just too, too tempting.

What is to be done?

We talk ourselves into believing we will keep our New Year’s
goals for better health, as if we had kept them in the past. But today
and for the next week or so, stretchy warm-ups and PJ pants are our
out-of-office wardrobe so we give in to the siren song of just...one...
more...bite. Until we are more stuffed than any turkey ever was.

The last week of 2018 has come and gone. For a lot of folks they
are just happy to see Grandfather Time take this old year away so
they can start fresh. Once again.

This should be a good time to reflect on what really matters and it
is not those too tight pants.

Time is fleeting. A trite truth but undeniably true. Those long ago
childhood Christmases that required a great deal of patience in the
eternally long countdown to Christmas are a thing of the distant past
for most of us. The exception of course are parents or grandparents
who are counting down the long, looong days until school starts back
and the sugar-fueled wild little darlings can begin to apply that ener-
gy to something productive, like education.

Now in our too busy, never quiet world we are running from work
to shop to clean to take care of every day needs. Somewhere in the
mash-up came Christmas when we hopefully made the time to stop.
To rest. To remember. And to share our memories and love with
those around us.

Most of us were Tasmanian devils in a hurricane trying to get all
our ‘jobs’ done. So it is even more important that we stop as soon as
we can as 2019 sneaks up on us. Catch a breath. Carve some time out
just to be still...and grateful.

Of the roughly 3,000+ kids I have taught over my career at three
different school districts, the vast majority know that the movie “It’s
a Wonderful Life” is my favorite. You may know it as well if you
walked by the Gladewater Mirror windows and saw that our Christ-
mas Village display was really George Bailey’s hometown of Bed-
ford Falls.

My former students know it is my favorite because I shared the
movie every year before Christmas break as my gift to them...along
with the gift of illegal sweets that I smuggled to those 15- through
| 8-year old kiddos. Some rules are just meant to be bent if not bro-
ken. Besides, most of us grew up knowing that nothing says love
like sugar.

Since 2010 one of my former yearbook editors, who is now a the-
ology professor, emails or texts: “All you can take with you is what
you have given away”. My former student’s annual short message
reminds me that relationship is what matters when you get down to

Essential Early Education

The importance of effective early childhood education
can hardly be overstated. In addition to improving the
future quality of life and opportunities for children by bet-
ter preparing them for success in school, such options are
crucial to working parents. My firm recently examined this
phenomenon through an economic cost and benefit lens,
and the results make a compelling case for substantial and
sustained investments.

Empirical studies (including by Nobel Laureate Jim Heck-
man) have quantified direct effects, including future earn-
ings, parental earnings, crime and social costs, and health
and quality of life benefits. Using this excellent work as a
starting point, the related and comprehensive dynamic effects
which ripple through the economy were modeled using our
complex systems. Earnings from future generations due to
breaking the poverty cycle were also incorporated.

When these major categories of benefits were quantified,
the analysis indicates that $1.00 invested in early childhood
education yields $60.04 in aggregate net benefits over time.
This return on investment includes the total effects (direct,
indirect, and induced) associated with increased lifetime
earnings of the children and their parents, benefits to future
generations, reductions in crime, enhanced health outcomes,
and other reduced social costs measured in 2025 dollars on
a net present value basis (for additional detail, see https://
www.perrymangroup.com/publications/brief/2025/12/9/
essential-early-education/).

The gross product generated per dollar invested in early
childhood totals $32.36, which is a return on investment
much higher than the return on virtually all other types
of public and private investments, including any form of
infrastructure. In addition to these results, I also estimated
the fiscal benefits per dollar invested (tax revenue associated
with the increase in economic activity as well as reduced
social costs), and they are substantial.
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the brass tacks of life and that the Christmas Spirit does not end on
Dec. 26. That short, sweet message reminds me to try and be a better
friend and a better person.

So, now that the mad dash to Christmas is over we need to re-
member the things that matter every single day of the year and give
thanks for family, work that matters, and dear friends for the journey.

A great big thanks to all our readers and neighbors who not only
read the Gladewater Mirror but share treats with Jack and Jim, mag-
azines and books with us, music stories, commiseration and laughter
day after day throughout the year.

Thank you to all of our advertisers whose support makes the paper
in your hands or on your iPhone possible. Support the Gladewater
Mirror by buying local and at home as much as possible.

Thank you. thank you to all of our friends and our family of read-
ers. You remind us daily, that life is just flat-out stuffed with goodies
and that indeed, as the guardian angel Clarence wrote in a note to
George Bailey...”No man is a failure who has friends”.

We count you among our greatest blessings.

May your new year be filled with many friends and much joy for
the journey!
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THE ECONOMIST

In compiling the research for this assessment, we found a
number of supporting facts including that only 4% of kids
who read at grade level by the third grade fail to finish high
school, and that 16% without early childhood education
don’t finish (poverty dramatically compounds the problem).
Texas-specific studies have found positive gains in third
grade reading level associated with early childhood educa-
tion for disadvantaged children. The National Academies
of Sciences has determined that brain development is also
positively affected.

According to the National Institute for Early Education
Research, Texas ranks 35th in State funding, 40th in over-
all funding, and only meets two of 10 critical milestones.
Committing resources to effective early childhood education
(particularly for vulnerable students) can greatly enhance
opportunities for improved success in school and the qual-
ity and quantity of the current and future workforce as well
as their quality of life. It’s also one of the highest-return
investments the State can make, helping to foster improved
health, reduced social costs, and multi-generational prosper-
ity. Stay safe!

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief
Executive Officer of The Perryman Group
(www.perrymangroup.com), which has served
the needs of over 3,000 clients over the past
four decades.

You can learn a lot, or not ...

I’m starting my 52nd year in this journalism business
and a lot has changed over that time.

I started in “hot type,” where words were pounded out
on manual typewriters and then formed by molten lead
typed out by gruff old men in a smoke-filled corner of the
pressroom. Then we moved to “cold type,” which was
space age to us - computers cut the workload and led us
what we have today - laptops and digital news formats.

And while the business of getting the news out to our
readers has changed greatly - the people are about the same.

Most are good and appreciative of the hard work it tales
to bring you this weekly news product, but some are ...
well ... you know what I’m thinking To those folks and
anyone else who needs a little kick in the rear from time
to time - here’s 20 words of wisdom an old editor once
waved in my face when I was young and thought I knew
everything.

1. Do not walk behind me, for I may not lead. Do not
walk ahead of me, for I may not follow. Do not walk be-
side me either. Just pretty much leave me the heck alone.

2. The journey of a thousand miles begins with a broken
fan belt and leaky tire.

3. Its always darkest before dawn. So if you’re going to
steal your neighbor’s newspaper, that’s the time to do it.

4. Don’t be irreplaceable. If you can’t be replaced, you
can’t be promoted.

5. Always remember that you’re unique. Just like ev-
eryone else.

6. Never test the depth of the water with both feet.

7. If you think nobody cares if you’re alive, try missing
a couple of car payments.

8. Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile
in their shoes. That way, when you criticize them, you’re
a mile away and you have their shoes.

9. If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving is probably
not for you.

10. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him
how to fish, and he will sit in a boat and drink beer all day.

11. If you lend someone $20 and never see that person
again, it was probably a wise investment.

12. If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember
anything.

13. Some days you’re the bug; some days you’re the
windshield.

14. Everyone seems normal until you get to know them.

15. The quickest way to double your money is to fold
it in half and put it back in your pocket.

16. A closed mouth gathers no foot.

17. Duct tape is like ‘The Force.’ It has a light side and
a dark side, and it holds the universe together.

18. There are two theories to arguing with women.
Neither one works.

19 Generally speaking, you aren’t learning much when
your lips are moving.

20. Never miss a good chance to shut up.

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

CALL US: 1-877-741-0071

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.
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Lord” (Acts 22: 16).

Owners:

save!

There is no indication in the New Testament whatsoever that baptism was put off
or that it was considered unimportant or unnecessary. It was an urgent matter, and
people were baptized immediately, straightway or even the same hour of the night
(Acts 16: 33). That is why Ananias asked Saul of Tarsus “And now why are you wait-
ing? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the

Having one’s sins washed away by the blood of Christ is a very urgent matter (Rev.
1: 5) and such occurs when one is baptized. Also, by being baptized into Christ the
Romans had been made “free from sin,”
Christ, that the body of sin might be done away with that we should no longer be
slaves of sin” (Rom. 6: 3-4, 5: 6, 17-18). And further seriously consider that “baptism
doth also now save us” (1 Pet. 3: 20-21).
The Scriptures plainly teach baptism is “for the remission of sins (Acts 2: 38);
that baptism “washes away sins (Acts 22: 16); and puts one “into Christ” (Rom. 6:
3-4; Gal 3: 26-27) and it doth also now save us” (1 Pet. 3: 21). On the contrary men
teach baptism is NOT necessary for salvation, it is Not for the remission of sins, that it
does NOT wash away sins, that it does NOT put one into Christ, and it does NOT

My friend, who are you going to believe? Who do you trust? Who do you love?
This is not a light and frivolous matter. Belief in Christ and baptism into Christ is the
most urgent and important matter you will ever consider. Men may ridicule and try to
refute it, but the Bible still rings loud and true. Baptism is “for the remission of sins”
and not because sins are already remitted! Please think on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.

and their old man had been “crucified with
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2026 MLK Gospel
Brunch set for
Jan. 19th

Christmas and New Year’s
get all the focus at end-of-
year, but more holidays are
ahead, and the Gladewater
MLK/Juneteenth Committee
is spreading the word about
their annual Martin Luther
King Day Gospel Brunch.

“Come and join us as we
celebrate the life and legacy
of Dr. King,” featuring a new
theme for 2026: “The Power
of Unity Begins With us.”

This year’s event will be
hosted at the Antique Capitol
RV Park Event Center at 500
S. Loop 485. The 2-hour
brunch and celebration be-
gins at 10 a.m. Monday,
January 19, on the federal
holiday for the famed civil
rights leader.

The guest speaker for
the 2026 event is the Rev.
Frederick Tennison of Gilgal
Baptist Church in Gilmer,
and the celebration will also
feature a performance by the
congregation’s youth choir.

Taxpayers urged
to mail payments

early in Upshur

Upshur County Tax Asses-
sor-Collector Luana How-
ell’s office warns taxpayers
that waiting till or even near
the Jan. 31 deadline to mail
property tax payments could
cause the payer to risk being
assessed a penalty for late
payment.

That’s because the Unit-
ed States Postal Service
has changed its procedure
for postmarking mail, and
doesn’t always postmark it
on the day the USPS picks
it up, said the office’s chief
deputy, Johnny Villanueva.
Therefore, a payment sent
Jan. 31, or soon before that
date, may be postmarked
past Jan. 31, he explained.

Since a payment is consid-
ered late if postmarked after
that date, the taxpayer must
thus pay a penalty even if
he/she actually dropped the
payment in the mail by Jan.
31, the chief deputy warned.

Villanueva recommends
mailing no later than Jan.
26, although he cautioned
that even sending payments
that soon doesn’t guarantee
they will be postmarked on
time since mail from this
area is now postmarked in
Shreveport, La.

In a press release, he said
experts recommend paying
taxes online as an option
for those who are worried
about mailing them too close
to the deadline and want to
ensure the payments aren’t
delinquent.

To pay Upshur County
taxes (including county, city
and school taxes) online,
Villanueva said, take these
steps:

Visit https://www.coun-
tyofupshur.com.

Click on the “find it fast”
portion of that home page,
then “go down to tax infor-
mation and select online tax
payments.”

“Search for your property
by owner name, property
address or account number.”
The tax office suggests using
the account number as the
“quickest and easiest way
to find your account infor-
mation.”

Those paying online with
a credit or debit card are
charged a 2.5% fee, but those
using echeck instead pay a
flat $2 fee.

For more information,
contact the main tax office
in Gilmer at 903-843-3085.

January plans for
county library

announced
Although the Upshur
County Library in Gilm-

AGQ‘A.. :
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Gladewater Middle Schoolers put their robots through the paces Dec. 16 in

the Christmas Robotics competition.

“Students designed the board,

engineered tasks for the robots to complete and assigned points to each
task,” receiving two minutes to accomplish as many as possible.

er will be closed Jan. 1-5
and several other days next
month, it has several activi-
ties scheduled in January.

The Friends of the Upshur
County Library organization
will meet at the library, 702
W. Tyler (which is also Texas
154) at 6 p.m. Jan. 6.

The library’s book club for
adult readers will meet there
at 6 p.m. Jan. 13.

“Teen game night” for
ages 12-18 is set for 4 p.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 24.

As detailed elsewhere in
this issue, the format for
the “Storytime” readings to
young children on Thursdays
is changing, and that activ-
ity won’t be held due to the
Christmas and New Year’s
Day holidays until Jan. 8.

The library closes at noon
Jan. 16 and remains closed
through Jan. 19, which is the
Martin Luther King birthday
holiday. The facility will also
close some other days next
month.

For more information,
contact the library at 903-
843-5001.

Also, the “Storytime”
readings to young children,
normally scheduled for
Thursdays at the Upshur
County Library in Gilmer,
won’t be held this week
since the New Year’s Day
holiday falls on Thursday.

In addition, the format
for “Storytime” will change
when it resumes Jan. 8§,
said Amy Allred, children’s
coordinator for the library.
Instead of two books being
read to children, only one
will be, and a short story,
song or rthyme will be held
with the craft following the
reading, she said.

The library will be closed
from noon Wednesday, Dec.
31 through Jan. 5. (It is nor-
mally closed Mondays).

Storytime book to be read
at two sessions Thursday,
Jan. 8, is “The Mitten” by
Jan Brett. A “Little Mitten
song” and mitten-related
craft will follow.

The readings Jan. 8 and
15 are set for 10 a.m. and
4:15 p.m.

The book to be read Jan.
15 is “Be Brave, Little Pen-
guin” by Giles Andreae. A
“waddling penguins rhyme”
and a penguin-related craft
will follow.

The library is at 702 W.
Tyler, which is also Texas
154. The events are free to
the public with no advance
registration required, but
children under 12 must be
accompanied by an adult.

For more information, call
the library at 903-843-5001.

Kick off 2026
with a’ First Day

Hike' at State Park

AUSTIN - Celebrate the
beginning of a new year
and the start of America’s
semiquincentennial (Ameri-
ca 250) with a First Day Hike
at a Texas State Park.

This annual tradition is a

unique opportunity for peo-
ple of all ages and skill levels
to experience Texas’ wild
places through ranger-guided
and self-guided walks, bike
rides, paddling trips, polar
plunges and more as part of
the national initiative aimed
at getting people outdoors.

Last year, Texas once again
broke the historical record
for participation numbers.
Texas State Parks hosted
178 events where 9,484 par-
ticipants hiked a combined
18,932 miles. The number
of events, participants and
miles are all new records for
the fourth straight year. Texas
also outpaced the nation with
the most sites, events and
participants.

“One of the many reasons
that I love Texas is the nice
weather that we can have
even in the winter, and there
is no better way to spend a
beautiful January day than
walking with friends and
family at a Texas State Park,”
said Rodney Franklin, di-
rector of Texas State Parks.
“Each year, Texas leads the
nation as thousands of Tex-
ans turn out to a nearby state
park to ring in the new year
and celebrate with a First
Day Hike. I always look for-
ward to seeing the photos of
smiling folks enjoying parks
on January 1, and this New
Year’s Day is extra special
as we also ring in America’s
250th birthday. Hope to see
you on the trail!”

Trails at Texas State Parks
range in length and difficulty.
Some short, easy trails are
perfect for family-friendly
scenic strolls, while more
strenuous ones can chal-
lenge experienced hikers.
Trail maps for all Texas
State Parks can be found on
the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) web-
site, the official Texas State
Park app and individual park
webpages.

“State parks across the
country protect and provide

access to the landscapes,
stories and places that create
the fabric of our country,”
says America’s State Parks
President Paul McCormack.
“As our country starts to cel-
ebrate its 250th birthday in
2026, we invite you to start
your year on a First Day Hike
enjoying and celebrating our
incredible public lands.”

TPWD strongly encourag-
es anyone planning a trip to
a Texas state park to reserve
a day pass in advance since
some parks are expected to
reach their capacity limit.
Reserve day passes online
through the TPWD reserva-
tion website or by calling
the Customer Service Cen-
ter during regular business
hours at (512) 389-8900.

Anyone with the resolu-
tion of visiting multiple
state parks in 2026 can pur-
chase a Texas State Parks
Pass (TSPP). The $70 TSPP
waives entrance fees to all
state parks for passholders
and guests in their vehicle
for a full year. Additionally,
passholders get discounts
on overnight reservations,
state park store purchases
and more.

Purchase passes online
through the TPWD reserva-
tion website, through the
Customer Service Center or
at any state park.

Find a list of all First Day
Hike events on the TPWD
First Day Hikes Event page.

Examples of some First
Day Hikes are listed below:

From 8:30 to 11 a.m. join
experienced guides for the
first bird tour of the new year
at Goose Island State Park
and discover the birds that
call the park home. You’ll
learn about and identify the
birds seen on the route.

Check out a self-guided
First Day Hike on the Shin-
nery Ridge Trail at Meridian
State Park, featuring the
children’s book “Walking
Through Texas” by author
Courtney Rubalcaba.

WHITE OAK POLICE
ACTIVITY RERORT

For the reporting period of December 2nd through Decem-
ber 28th, 2025, officers for the White Oak Police Department
responded to or initiated 173 calls for service and assistance.
Some of the most common calls were: Advice Calls, Burglar
Alarms, Loud Noise Complaints, Investigative Follow-Ups,
Traffic Issues (motorist assists, traffic control, reckless drivers,
etc.), and Community Relations (welfare checks, civil issues,
vacation home security checks, etc.).

One traffic collision was investigated during this reporting
period; no injuries were reported. White Oak Officers made
five arrests during this reporting period:

Breanna McCloskey, 19, of White Oak, for 2 Felony War-
rants, 1 from Gregg County and | from Smith County.

Alyssa Mcarter, 22, of Tyler, for Driving While Intoxicated
with an Open Alcohol Container.

Derek French, 34, of Austin, for Driving While Intoxicated.

Stacie Hawley, 45, of White Oak, for 1 Gregg County
Misdemeanor Warrant.

Derrious Johnson, 31, of White Oak, for Assault Causes
Bodily Injury Family Violence.

Two separate and unrelated cases were presented to the
Gregg County District Attorney during this reporting period.
-Driving While Intoxicated, -Assault Causes Bodily Injury
Family Violence
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Five big moves from the Lege in 2025

The Texas Legislature made a host of major decisions in
2025, as The Dallas Morning News reported. Here are the
highlights:

* Homeowners received a break on their property taxes
after approving a proposed constitutional amendment in
November. The homestead exemption was increased to
$140,000 from $100,000. People 65 and older were given
an additional $60,000 exemption on top of that.

* A major public school funding bill was passed, pump-
ing $8.5 billion into raises for teachers and support staff and
additional operational funding. Lawmakers also approved a
statewide school voucher plan with $1 billion in initial fund-
ing. Eligible families can use public funds for private schools.

* The Texas Lottery Commission was abolished, with over-
sight moved to the Department of Licensing and Regulation.
Online ticket sales were banned, as were courier services.

* After devastating floods in the Hill Country, especially
along the Guadalupe River, killed at least 135 people, law-
makers approved funding to strengthen flood warning sys-
tems, expand river and rainfall gauges, and speed updates
to flood-risk mapping.

Warm, dry holiday weather
elevates wildfire risk

Texas A&M Forest Service is warning that unseasonably
dry and warm weather conditions are raising the risk of
wildfire as the New Year approaches.

“We have seen above-normal grass production across
large areas of Texas, especially near Abilene, Wichita Falls,
Lubbock, Childress and Amarillo,” said Luke Kanclerz of
the forest service. “These grasses are now dormant and
freeze-cured, which means they dry quickly and can support
wildfire activity when wind speeds increase.”

About 90% of wildfires in the state are caused by human
activity, with debris burning and equipment use accounting
for the majority. Before traveling, drivers are urged to inspect
their vehicles to make sure tires are properly inflated and
trailer safety chains are secure to prevent creating sparks
that can cause wildfires. A total of 103 Texas counties are
currently under a burn ban. A list of counties under a burn
ban can be found at https:/tfsweb.tamu.edu/.

Judge blocks app store
age verification law

A federal judge temporarily blocked a new state law that
would require app stores to verify the ages of users and
restrict use by those under 18, the San Antonio Express-
News reported. U.S. District Judge Robert Pitman granted
an injunction against the law, which was set to take effect
Jan. 1, saying it likely violates free speech rights under the
First Amendment.

“The act is akin to a law that would require every bookstore
to verify the age of every customer at the door and, for minors,
require parental consent before the child or teen could enter
and again when they try to purchase a book,” Pitman wrote.

Attorney General Ken Paxton said he would appeal the
ruling.

The law would require app store users to be over 18 or to
have parental consent before downloading or purchasing an
app. Tech companies such as Apple and Google objected,
calling it a violation of privacy and saying it would affect all
apps, including those dedicated to news, sports or weather.

Paxtons’ divorce files unsealed

After months of legal wrangling, the files in the divorce
case of Angela and Ken Paxton have been released. The files
show Angela Paxton contended the marriage has become
“unsupportable” in part because of his infidelity, the Houston
Chronicle reported. Several media companies sued to force
the release of the files, contending the public had a right to
know since both parties are public elected officials. Angela
Paxton is a Republican state senator from McKinney. Ken
Paxton is leaving his attorney general post in a bid to unseat
incumbent U.S. Sen. John Cornyn in the March GOP primary.

The couple in mid-December agreed to make the files
public just before a scheduled hearing on whether the records
should remain sealed. In her motion for divorce, Angela
Paxton said the 38-year marriage had become insupportable
and asked for a larger portion of their assets. Ken Paxton
responded that his wife should “take nothing.”

South Texas builders:
ICE arrests upend industry

Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents have ar-
rested more than 9,100 people in South Texas, The Texas
Tribune reported, and builders say the arrests are slowing
construction of new homes. The arrests account for nearly
one-fifth of all ICE arrests in the entire state.

Mario Guerrero, executive director of the South Texas
Builders Association, said ICE agents were operating without
arrest warrants — which they can do legally — but are also
detaining people who have proper authorization.

“It’s what’s happening across the Rio Grande Valley at
construction sites,” he said. Data from the Federal Reserve
of Dallas indicates a 5% drop in construction jobs during the
third quarter of 2025.

New refuge for whooping cranes

Conservation groups have purchased more than 3,000 acres
of prairie on an isolated stretch along the Gulf of Mexico to
preserve as habitat for the endangered whooping crane, The
Tribune reported. The $8 million purchase of two tracts in
Calhoun County provides winter grounds for the world’s last
wild flock of whooping cranes.

Jim's Metal Roof Coatings

Licensed and Insured Statewide Service
All of our coatings protect and make your building look beautiful.

°ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF COATINGS
FLAT DECK ROOF COATINGS

LEAK REPAIR « BIN TOPS « ROOFING (METAL/GALVANIZED)

PAINTING

METAL BUILDING (STEEL OR ALUMINUM) - HOUSE (EXTERIOR)

Call your local contractor, Jim's Metal Farm Coatings at

(325) 436-4039 (469) 315-0002




4A THE GLADEWATER MIRROR | THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026
Autorlgotltve £\ 205 W US Highway 80
S vatorn White Oak
ystem Monday-Friday
Inc. (903) 295'8883 7am.-5p.m.
903-295-3883 ° Saturday
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35 in Upton County: DOWN 17 period of high city 40 2,000 Ibs.
“The Treasure of radio listening 41 60 minutes (abbr.)
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_ a coffin” 24 ex-Aggie coach on her ’ Meredith Mac___
__afrog” 4 hardens like glue _ _ Slocum 29 TXism: “mad as a was on “My Three
43 TX Nanci Griffith 9 car cooler (abbr.) 25 Clyde High School snake” Sons” (1963-65)
tune:“____ 10 cattle fatteners football class 31 TXism: “cute as 52 road curve
Something Fine 11 32-down item 26 U.S.S. Hatteras abugs__" 57 “_____Cantina”is
44 “Omni PGA Frisco 12 Texas had Army’s was sunk off Texas 32 fleur-de-___flew in song, “El Paso”
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Donations for cannon sought
By Phillip Williams

Three Gilmer-based veterans’ organizations are seeking
donations to restore the wartime cannon which has long
been displayed on the Upshur County Courthouse’s south
lawn in Gilmer.

About half of the estimated $6,000 needed for the project
has been donated or pledged, said Thad Barr, commander of
American Legion R.E. (Peppy) Blount Post No. 320.

The cannon was donated to the county many years ago
by Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 6715, also known as the
Lewis E. Breames Post. Plans call for stripping and repaint-
ing it, researching its history, and obtaining a state historical
marker for it, said Barr.

The Legion, VFW and Disabled American Veterans Post
No. 204 are jointly participating in the project.

The weapon has a “data plate” with such information as
the serial number and possibly the manufacturer, Barr said.
The plate will be uncovered when the cannon is stripped in
Shreveport, La., for re-painting, Barr added.

E BUY

0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

806.620.1422

LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Housing Authority-Gladewater
777 S Tyler St, Gladewater
(903) 845-2493
STAN DULANEY, Executive Director

castaways0623@gmail.com

SINESS
GHT

=

KING PLUMBING
NEW CONSTRUCTION ® REMODELS @ SERVICE
RMP DENNIS KING
903-539-1716

M36233

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

TEXAS

REAL ESTATE

—— EXECUTIVES ——

Doy D2 riclss o

SHARON SMITH HAMMER
903-635-5021

sharonlsmithrealtor@gmail.com

s8s Al Major Credit Cards Accepted [
BEB
Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

[P

CALL NOW: 903-297-4300
Vehicle Purchasing Agent

PickersLongview.com | carbuy@pickerslongview.com

5910 W Marshall Ave, Longview, TX 75604

MKT-5894N-A edwardjones.com

r’ e
LY

59// Service Aulo Parts

—L_H

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

EAST TEXAS
FOOD BANK

|
\
\
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FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month

10:00 am to Noon
While supplies last

Local company.

Local jourmnalists.
Local stories.

Highway 80 East
'B “&s _———D'?lc'ggg Gladewater -
. —— ——— | 845-5186
BUD MAHAFFEY HOURS
Owner & Operator 7:30AM. -5:30 PM. :

Handcrafted , Painted * Custom

Jewelry Gourds  Paintings
1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

Porln its

dasweat? @gmail .com

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS
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Gladewater
ISD’s
Samantha
Brown and
Jeremiah
Flanagan were
recognized
Dec. 18 as
Gladewater
1 Rotary Club’s
final Student
of the Month
pair for 2025.

eNeAeTele0e

“VR-

Gladewater Lions Club’s Judy Van Houten recognizes the group’s Gladewater
High School Students of the Month for December, Kylie Faye and Caleb
Balcorta. “Congratulations and keep up the excellent work!”

Proudly serving East Texas

since 1937

URECC

Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative

urecc.coop

First Methodist Church Gladewater

Lol

GLOBAL

METHODIST CHURCH

217 W Quitman Ave.
Gladewater
(903) 845-2565
www.fumecg.com
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See your helpful

hardware folks at... Balley’s ‘u

Store hours:

Williams

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX

Sé 8:00-6:00

San 00-9:00 903.845.57787
BAPTIST

Calvary Baptist « 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist « 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church « 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church  903-984-8524
First Baptist Church * 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist * 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist + 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist « 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible « 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist « 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist + 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist + 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ » 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church ¢ 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church « 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran « 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center « 903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene ¢ 903-845-4425
METHODIST
First Methodist Church Gladewater « 903-845-2565
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church « 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist « 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist + 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church ¢ 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Since 1936
300 Hwy. 80 East
Gladewater
903.845.2222

J.O.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

News -

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church ¢ 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church ¢ 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal + 903-845-2922
Northside Pentecostal
Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian ¢ 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church
Living Hope Fellowship * 903-261-2023
Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holiness* 903-845-8195

H Kk Kk k *k Kk

COMMUNITIES
DEPEND ON LOCAL

NEWSPAPERS

- S+ Informatic

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly
newspaper every month.

Source: America’s Newspapers 2023 Local Newspaper Study
conducted by Coda Ventures.

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

Local company.

Local joumalists.
Local stories.
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JOINT NOTICE OF SALE
THE STATE OF TEXAS §
§
COUNTY OF GREGG §

BY VIRTUE OF ORDERS OF SALE DATED the 15th day of December, 2025, and issued pursuant to judg-
ment decrees of the County Court At Law of Gregg County, Texas, by the Clerk of said Court on said date in
the hereinafter numbered and styled causes, and to me directed and delivered as Sheriff of said Court, I have
on the 15th day of December, 2025, seized, levied upon, and will on the 6th day of January, 2026, at the at
public auction on an online platform at www.mvbataxsales.com, at 10:00AM on said day, proceed to sell for
cash to the highest bidder all of the right, title, and interest of the defendants in such suit in and to the fol-
lowing described real estate levied upon as the property of said defendants, as provided for by the Texas
ProperTY Tax CoDE.

All of the following properties being located in Gregg County, Texas and each property being more par-
ticularly described on an instrument recorded in the Volume and Page (V__/P__) or document number (Doc
#) or instrument number (Inst #) of the Deed or Official Records of Gregg County, Texas

022313-CCL2

Gladewater Independent School District v Earnestine Tyron et al

Lots 4 & 5, Block 7, Mallock Addition and part of alley (V1602/P549) Acct #53708

022404-CCL2
Gladewater Independent School District v Bruce Earl Daniels

All of Lot 27 & the North 12.5” of Lot 28, Block 1, Bellwood Addition (V658/P388) Acct #000036082/
G655209

022471-CCL2
Gladewater Independent School District v Rick Dwayne Jackson et al

8.64 Acres, more or less, out of the W. W. Avery Survey, Abstract 231, being only that portion of 9.971
Acres (Inst #201011308) Acct #000011049

022800-CCL2
Pine Tree Independent School District v Revenge of Lands, LLC

0.536 Acre, more or less, out of the I. C. Skillern Survey, Abstract 4, and being part of Block 4, Key
Bunt Addition (Inst #202123403) Acct #000184128

023117-CCL2
Pine Tree Independent School District v Wolfe Creekside LLC

All of the properties listed below are located in the Creekside Townhouse Subdivision (Inst
#202215142):

TRACT 1: Lot 1, Block 1, Acct #000039446
TRACT 2: Lot 2, Block 1, Acct #000039447
TRACT 3: Lot 3, Block 1, Acct #000039448
TRACT 4: Lot 4, Block 1, Acct #000039449
TRACT 5: Lot 5, Block 1, Acct #000039450
TRACT 6: Lot 6, Block 1, Acct #000039451
TRACT 7: Lot 7, Block 1, Acct #000039452
TRACT 8: Lot 8, Block 1, Acct #000039453
TRACT 9: Lot 9, Block 1, Acct #000039454
TRACT 10: Lot 10, Block 1, Acct #000039455
TRACT 11: Lot 11, Block 1, Acct #000039456
TRACT 12: Lot 12, Block 1, Acct #000039457
TRACT 13: Lot 13, Block 1, Acct #000039458
TRACT 14: Lot 14, Block 1, Acct #000039459
TRACT 15: Lot 15, Block 1, Acct #000039460
TRACT 16: Lot 16, Block 1, Acct #000039461
TRACT 17: Lot 17, Block 1, Acct #000039462
TRACT 18: Lot 18, Block 1, Acct #000039463
TRACT 19: Lot 19, Block 1, Acct #000039464
TRACT 20: Lot 20, Block 1, Acct #000039465
TRACT 21: Lot 21, Block 1, Acct #000039466

TRACT 22: Lot 22, Block 1, Acct #000039467

TRACT 23: Lot 23, Block 1, Acct #000039468

TRACT 24: Lot 24, Block 1, Acct #000039469
TRACT 25: Lot 25, Block 1, Acct #000039470
TRACT 26: Lot 26, Block 1, Acct #000039471
TRACT 27: Lot 27, Block 1, Acct #000039472
TRACT 28: Lot 28, Block 1, Acct #000039473
TRACT 29: Lot 29, Block 1, Acct #000039474
TRACT 30: Lot 30, Block 1, Acct #000039475
TRACT 31: Lot 31, Block 1, Acct #000039476
TRACT 32: Lot 32, Block 1, Acct #000039477
TRACT 33: Lot 33, Block 1, Acct #000039478
TRACT 34: Lot 34, Block 1, Acct #000039479
TRACT 35: Lot 35, Block 1, Acct #000039480
TRACT 36: Lot 36, Block 1, Acct #000039481
TRACT 37: Lot 37, Block 1, Acct #000039482
TRACT 38: Lot 38, Block 1, Acct #000039483
TRACT 39: Lot 39, Block 1, Acct #000039484
TRACT 40: Lot 40, Block 1, Acct #000039485
TRACT 41: Lot 41, Block 1, Acct #000039486
TRACT 42: Lot 42, Block 1, Acct #000039487
TRACT 43: Lot 43, Block 1, Acct #000039488
TRACT 44: Lot 44, Block 1, Acct #000039489
TRACT 45: Lot 45, Block 1, Acct #000039490
TRACT 46: Lot 46, Block 1, Acct #000039491
TRACT 47: Lot 47, Block 1, Acct #000039492
TRACT 48: Lot 48, Block 1, Acct #000039493
TRACT 49: Lot 49, Block 1, Acct #000039494
TRACT 50: Lot 50, Block 1, Acct #000039495
TRACT 51: Lot 51, Block 1, Acct #000039496
TRACT 52: Lot 52, Block 1, Acct #000039497
TRACT 53: Lot 52-A, Block 1, Acct #000039498
TRACT 54: Lot 53, Block 1, Acct #000039499
TRACT 55: Lot 54, Block 1, Acct #000039500
TRACT 56: Lot 55, Block 1, Acct #000039501
TRACT 57: Lot 56, Block 1, Acct #000039502
TRACT 58: Lot 57, Block 1, Acct #000039503
TRACT 59: Lot 58, Block 1, Acct #000039504
TRACT 60: Lot 59, Block 1, Acct #000039505

TRACT 61: Lot 60, Block 1, Acct #000039506

This sale will be conducted to satisfy the judgment(s) for delinquent property taxes and accrued penalties and

interests due on the properties described herein, and for all costs of court and sale.

I do hereby verify that true and correct copies of the foregoing Joint Notice of Sale have been delivered by

United States Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, and by regular mail, to each of the Defendants named in
each of the numbered and styled causes.

DATED the 15th day of December, 2025, at Longview, Texas

MAXEY CERLIANO
Sheriff, Gregg County, Texas

By: /s/ Shawn McFadden.
SHAWN MCFADDEN, Deputy Sheriff

You may contact the attorney for the taxing units at (903) 757-5757.

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Protect public notices
in newspapers and
protect §ErEg right to know.

America’s Mewspapers is a national association supporting
joumnalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities.
Find out mare at wwwnewspapers.org or follow us on

Twitter [@newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers

America’s %
Newspapers

newspapers.org/public-notices

SUPPORT
LOCAL
JOURNALISM

The newspaper ties a region together,
helps make sense of itself, fosters

a sense of community, serves as a

village square whose boundaries
transcend Facebook’s filter bubble. ”

— Margaret Sullivan, “Ghosting The News”

[ Rolevance [N
NEWSPAPER POWER.

Print, Digital & Social Solutions for our advertisers.

Design by Metro Creative Graphics, Inc.
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Nov. 25 (M) @ Pittsburg
Nov. 26 (T) Vs Crockett
Dec. 3 (T) Vs Lindale
Dec. 5-7 (Th-S) @ White Oak Tournament
Dec. 5,7 (T, S) @ JV Sabine Tournament
Dec. 10 (T) Vs Union Grove
. Bv “Ier sunon . . Dec. 13 (F) Vs Daingerfield
The White Oak Roughnecks wrapped up their pre Christ- Dee. 17.(1) Vs West Rats)
. . Dec. 20 (F) @ Troup (*)
mas schedule as they made the trip to Longview to take on Dec. 27,28 (,5) A Van Touggpgent
Dec. 31 (T) Vs Rusk
the East Texas Home school’s Chargers where they fell 64- Jan. 3 (F) Ve i)
. . . Jan. 7 (T) (@ White Oak (*)
49. Campbell Sutton scored 23 points in the loss for White Jan. 10 () ViSabiae()
. . . Jan. 14(T) Vs Arp (%)
Oak. Cal Jester added 16 points and six assists, Andrew Jan. 17(R) Bye ()
. . . . Jan. 21 (T) @ West Rusk (*)
Rector six points and Tysen McClain four points. Jan. 24 () Vs Troup ()
. . Jan. 28 (T) @ Tatum (*)
The loss drops White Oak to 6-11 and they will next Jan. 31 (1) Vs White Oak (%)
R K R Feb. 4 (F) @ Sabine (*)
be in action when they head to Bogata to take part in the Feb.7 (1) @Arp()
i Feb. 11 (F) Bye (*)
Rivercrest tournament. o
Feb. 19-20 Bi-District Games
Feb. 22-23 Area Games
N Feb. 26-27 Quarter Final Games
The White Oak Ladynecks also had one final game before Mar. 23 Regional Final Games
Mar. 7-9 State Tournament Games

christmas as they as they hosted Linden-Kildare and came
away with a 42-30 victory. The win improves the Ladynecks
to 10-14 on the season. They have one final non district game
as they head to Prairiland before getting back into district
play on January 6" when they head to Sabine.

Head Coach: Paul Balcorta
Assistant Coach: Isaiah Davis

Read
Local

Local company.

The Union Grove Lions wrapped up their pre christmas
break as they hosted Harmony and came away with a 45-
35 win.

The victory improves the Lions to 6-10 and they will
have one last non district game at Joaquin before starting
district play at home vs Hawkins. Local joumalists.

Local stories.

2025-2026 Lady Lion High School Basketball Schedule

2025-2026 Lady Lion High School Basketball Schedule

LOCATION TEAM _ TIME NOTE

‘Waskom UG 11:00 AM - ‘Waskom -
G ‘Harmony VG/ETHS VG Harmony/ETHS Harmony JVG/ETHS VG
iday, Nov er Gladewater UG 00 PM Gladewater
esday, November Kilgore PM
0 nion nt
nion ent r'BA Union Grove Tournament
u¢ er 1:00 AM Beckville
- Sooet
o - X
‘ous Longvie
eceml a Cancelled by Alto Cancelled by Alto
1030 AM Joaquin Cushing 1030 AM Joaquin
u; 10:30 AM Martinsville Cushing 10:30 AM Martinsville
D er i3 us 2 games TBA Cushing Cushing 2 games TBA
er u ‘McLeod* Away VIV 5:00 PM
o hri ‘Christmas Caroling Friday er I Christmas Carolin; PM. Christmas Caroling,
Dec. 20th - Dec. 27 CHRISTMAS BREAK OPEN _| OPEN | OPEN
M 120 a Monday, December 20 Pewitt Away 3:00 PN
‘Tuesday, December 30 ‘Tuesday, December 30 Jest Rusk UG 11:00 AM.
Friday, January 2 * Friday, January 2 lawkins* UG VIV +00 PM
* ry 6 l Away VIV +00 PM
i * VBVG,JVBJVG 9 * UG VIV +00 PM. VBVGJVBJVG
n a Tuesd: 3 i * Away :00 PM.
lay war ity* Friday, January 1 re City* UG VIV 00 PM
Tuest wary 20 c Teacher Appreciation Tuesday, Januar * UG TVV_| %00 PM Teacher
Friday, January 2 Friday, January 2 EN OPEN | OPEN | _ OPEN
‘Tuesday, January 27 * ‘Tuesday, January 27 ins* Away IV +00 PM.
Friday 3 * 3 UG VIV PM
de * a\ T Y Away A <00 PM.
6 ing il SRNIGHT iday 6 i * UG 00 PM SR NIGHT
iesday ity* a) Tuesday, February 10 * Awat JVIV 4:00 PM_
e
2025-2026 Junior High Girls Basketball Schedule 2025-2026 Junior High Girls Basketball Schedule
OPPONENT LOCATION _TEAM TIME NOTE OPPONENT LOCATION _TEAM TIME NOTE
McLeod AWAY 8 500 PM ‘McLeod AWAY 8 5:00 PM_
BYE — — — BYE e o o
Hawkins HOME PM Hawkin: HOME 8 :00 PM
Harleton AWAY PM Harleton AWAY 8 200 PM
HOME 00 PM Big Sandy HOME 8 :00 PM
Unic HOME 200 AM All Day Round Robin Tourn. Union Grove Tournament HOME 78 :00 AM All Day Round Robin Tourn.
AWAY. :00 PM Linden-Kildare AWAY I8 .00 PM
HOME PM re City HOME 8 :00 PM
HOME PM JHG/JHB 4 games icLeod HOME 8 :00 PM JHG/JHB 4 games
AWAY 5:00 PM Christian Heritage AWAY 8 5:00 PM
AWAY 5:00 PM lawkins AWAY 8 5:00 PM

@& GLADEWATER BASKETBALL

2024-2025 Schedule

Away JV/Varsity  12/1:30pm
Home JV/Varsity ~ 12/1:30pm
Home F/IV/Varsity 4/515/7pm
Away Varsity Only TBA
Away JVOnly  TBA
Home JV/Varsity ~ 5/630pm
Home JV/Varsity ~ 5/630pm
Home. JV/Varsity ~ 4/5/615/730pm
Away IV/Narsity  4/5/615/730pm
Away Varsity Only TBA

Home JV/Varsity . 12/1:30pm
Home “JV/Varsity4/5/615/730pm
Away JV/Varsity  430/615/730pm
Home-JV/Varsity—4/5/615/730pm
Home JV/Varsity ~ 4/5/615/730pm

Away IV/Varsity
Home JV/Varsity
Away IV/Varsity
Home JV/Varsity
Away JV/Varsity
Away-IV/Varsity

430/615/730pm
4/5/615/730pm
430/615/730pm
4/5/615/730pm
430/615/730pm
430/615/730pm

TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA
TBA

Prosper, TX
San Antonio, TX

Assistant Coach: TJ King
Assistant Coach: Andrew Williams

Lady Bear Basketball Schedule

Date Opponent Site w Varsity
oct. 26 Marshall (scrimmage) Home 1:30 3:00
Nov. 5 Kilgore Away 5:00 6:15
Nov. 12 Chapel Hill Home. 5:00 6:15
Nov. 15 Union Grove Home. 5:00 6:15
Nov. 19 Spring Hill Home. 5:00 615
Nov. 25 Center Away 5:00 615
Dec. 3 Jefferson Home 5:00 615

Dec. 5-7 Pine Tree Tourney Away TBA TBA
Dec.10 Arp* Away 5:00 6:15
Dec. 12-14 Gary Tournamen t Away Open TBA
Dec. 17 West Rusk* Home 4:00 6:15
Dec. 20 Troup* Away 5:00 6:15
Dec. 26-28 Hawkins Tourney Away TBA

Jan. 3 Tatum* Home 4:00 6:15
Jan. 7 White Oak* Away 5:00 615
Jan. 10 Sabine* Home. 4:00 615
Jan. 14 Arp* Home. 4:00 6:15
Jan. 17 Bye
Jan. 21 West Rusk® Away 5:00 615
Jan. 24 Troup* Home. 4:00 6:15
Jan. 28 Tatum* Away 5:00 6:15
Jan. 31 White Oak* Home. 4:00 6:15
Feb. 4 Sabine* Away 5:00 6:15

Feb. 10-11 Bi-District Away TBA TBA

Feb. 13-15 Area Away TBA TBA

Feb. 20-22 Regional Away TBA TBA
Tournament t

Feb. 27- March 1 State Tournament Away TBA TBA
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419 E. Broadway - Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-2222 - 800-256-5691
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Head Coach: JB Littlejohn

Head Coach: JB Littlejohn :
Assistant Coach: Rhonda Baker

Assistant Coach: Rhonda Baker

7¢h Grade: Madelynn Lacaze
8th Grade: Julie Martindale
Updated: 127272025

3 | 903-845-22

7th Grade: Madelynn Lacaze
8th Grade: Julie Martindale

Updated: 12/27/2025

interval from 3625 to 3800 feet.

of Texas.

78711 (Telephone 512/463-6792).

Notice of Application for Fluid Injection Well Permit

East Texas Salt Water Disposal Company, 1209 Industrial Blvd., Kilgore,
Texas 75662 is applying to the Railroad Commission of Texas for a
permit to inject fluid into a formation which is productive of oil and gas.
The applicant proposes to inject fluid into the Austin Chalk and
Woodbine, Suman Lease, Well Number 7. The proposed injection well is
located 2.5 miles Northeast of Gladewater, in the East Texas Field, in
Upshur County. Fluid will be injected into strata in the subsurface depth

LEGAL AUTHORITY: Chapter 27 of the Texas Water Code, as amended,
Title 3 of the Texas Natural Resources Code, as amended, and the
Statewide Rules of the Oil and Gas Division of the Railroad Commission

Requests for a public hearing from persons who can show they are
adversely affected or requests for further information concerning any
aspect of the application should be submitted in writing, within fifteen
days of publication, to the Environmental Services Section, Oil and Gas
Division, Railroad Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 12967, Austin, Texas

City,
I

While embracing the future

PUBLIC HEARING

There will be a public hearing before the City of
Gladewater Planning & Zoning Commission on
January 8, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. to consider a
Specific Use Permit request for a Wine & Malt
Beverage Permit (BQ) for off-premises
consumption at LTS 15 THRU 19 NCB 63
GLADEWATER & PT OF ALLEY; more commonly
known as 227 S. Main Street.

There will be a second public hearing held by
the Gladewater City Council on January 15,
2026, at 6:00 p.m.

All interested parties are invited to attend and
participate in these public hearings. If you are
unable to attend these meetings you may send
written comments to Judy Van Houten, City
Secretary, City of Gladewater, PO Box 1725,
Gladewater, Texas 75647.

To Reach More Customers
Call Us At
903-845-2235

Grand Alaskan
Cruise & Tour

12 DAYS INSIDE CABIN
STARTING AT $3,549 $3,299*

BASED ON JUL 8, 2026
DEPARTURE

CALL US: 1-877-741-0071

MUST BOOK BY 3/31

*Per person based on double occupancy & includes tax service/gov't fees.
Ask your Travel Consultant for terms & conditions. Add-on airfare with
transfers available for most major gateways.

READ
LOCAL

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your
community.

America's%
Newspapers

Ayrarizay Fes gazsn b snrton soeisien

REporing jounaiion and haakhy rasERapEin
our incal commanta

Find out more at
WWW.NeWSs papers.org

e

)
-

3 - s@GIdewateiror.com

ONE CALL
ONE LOW
PRICE

Advertise Your
Business or Event
STATEWIDE

Regional ads available

There wil
Gladewater
uary 8, 2026

nance §15.1
LT 13 BLK
known as 71

Contact this newspaper
for more information

903-845-2235

p.m.

participate i

75647.

front set-back variance to Gladewater Code of Ordi-

There will be a second public hearing held by the
Gladewater City Council on January 15, 2026 at 6:00

All interested parties are invited to attend and
able to attend these meetings you may send written

comments to Judy Van Houten, City Secretary, City
of Gladewater, PO Box 1725, Gladewater, Texas

City.
[

While embracing the future

PUBLIC HEARING

| be a public hearing before the City of
Planning & Zoning Commission on Jan-
, at 5:30 p.m. to consider a request for a

1.120(C)(1)(a) Single Family Districts at

1 EVERETT HILAND, more commonly
3 Martha Dr.

n these public hearings. If you are un-

TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 28, 2025-Jan. 3, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just
a generator. It’s a power move.

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings, licensed and insured,
statewide service. Roof coating, painting, leak repair,
bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized), metal building
(steel or aluminum), house (exterior). Call your local
contractor, Jim’s Metal Farm Coatings at (325) 436-
4039 or (469) 315-0002.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

VACATION

YMT Vacations. Over 50 guided tours available.
Affordable, social and stress-free travel designed for
mature travelers. Our tours include accommodations,
transportation, baggage handling, sightseeing, entrance
fees, a professional Tour Director and select meals.
For a limited time SAVE $250 on all tours. Call YMT
today. 1-877-741-0071.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, Sth Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! I PAY CASH. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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HEWITT FARM SUPPLY

903-636-9001
101464 State Hwy 155

Big Sandy TX 75755
Mon — Fri 7am — 6pm, Sat 8am — 5pm
Closed on Sunday

IJI Long Insurance
==/ 3
1001 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater
(903) 845-5533
https://longinsgroup.com

Wew Yearv

'JM - AMERICAN
CANOPIES

Office: 903-845-4066
Fax: 903-845-5854
Cell:  903-557-1330

Lo Email: jmcanopy@aol.com
“ KDN AE- . A%
_ ;E__l v&o Mobil g

Maxey Cerliano
n 101 E Methvin Suite 559, Longview (903) 236-8400

Paid for by Maxey Cerliano

Continued from Page 1
the community’s aging water
and sewer infrastructure as
well as local roads. Often,
that included utilizing public
funds from the Texas Water
Development Board and
other sources to ease the
burden on local taxpayers;
that said, Fall 2025 brought
the city’s first extensive fee
overhaul in almost a decade
to cover costs long-term.

The City of White Oak’s
2025 included the installa-
tion of new water registers
throughout the community
and, in July, a major water
main repair caused by an er-
rant fiber construction crew.
That incident came on the
heels of new rules to regulate
digs in public rights-of-way
following a string of similar
costly incidents.

White Oak also said
‘Goodbye’ to retiring Police
Chief Terry Roach last spring
and welcomed longtime Lt.
Brannon Robertson to the
post. At Gladewater ISD,
longtime educator and coach
Jermaine Lewis became the
school’s athletic director and
head football coach March
17. Later in the year, Shelly
Godwin became the City of
Gladewater’s new Animal
Control Officer, Barry Wal-
lace was appointed Upshur
County Criminal District
Attorney following Billy
Byrd’s retirement then Dr.
Greg Bower was tapped as
the ‘lone finalist’ to succeed
Kelly Moore as Union Grove
Superintendent.

Kyler Priest became
White Oak High School’s
first pole vaulter to clear 16
feet in late March. Priest
later became the Class 3A
State Champion in Austin
while Gladewater’s Kings-
ton Sheffield clinched the 3A
state title in the triple jump
at the UIL Track and Field
Championships, soaring 49
feet, 2 3/4 inches. The Lady
Bears 4x100 Relay team
captured gold in Austin as
well between Kizyah Miles,
Paytin Thompson, Peyton
Hunter and Adyson Evans.

Gladewater City Council

ERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call1.833.683.0236

e SO Down Today
e Same Day Financing Available
e Premium Warranty Protection

Join over 400,000 satisfied homeowners
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

CALLTODAY!1.833.683.0236

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This
is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”).
Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in
your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its
affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License

numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

/7(///////

p. 4

members went step-by-step
to develop a new Parks &
Recreation Board in 2025,
crafting the necessary ordi-
nance, appointing the first
group of board members and
charging them to develop a
long-term plan for the effort.
The Parks & Rec Board pre-
sented the plan in November
with ‘big vision and big
dreams’ for future projects.

Gladewater ISD adopted
the Bluebonnet Curricu-
lum in Spring 2025 and,
a few months later, joined
White Oak, Union Grove
and school districts across
the area in state in abiding
by the legislature’s broad
ban on student use of “com-
munication devices” during
school hours. That new rule
was one among more than
800 laws that went into ef-
fect statewide Sept. 1.

Lee-Bardwell Public Li-
brary utilized grant funds to
develop a new collection of
independent Texas authors
in 2025. The facility also
installed new planters on the
library grounds, welcoming
community members to par-
take in the fresh-grown fruits
(and veggies) of volunteers’
labors.

Bullriding legend Don
Gay headlined the Gladewa-
ter Chamber of Commerce’s
94th annual Membership
Banquet in late March for
‘Legends Round-up,’ re-
turning for the 88th annual
Round-Up Rodeo in early
June.

The chamber’s honorees
for 2024 included:

* Educator of the Year
Christy Carter, Gladewater
ISD

* Youth of the Year Astrith
Alvarez, Gladewater HS

* Volunteer of the Year Dr.
Margo Bell (not pictured)

* Business of the Year
Jacksons Cozy Theatre,
Jackson Foltyn

» Woman of the Year Tam-

Pfocesosra
HREVIEW

my Jeter Kessler, Texas Real
Estate Executives

* Man of the Year Brian
Smith, City of Gladewater
Public Works Director

» Special Award Winner
Todd Clifton

* Outstanding Community
Involvement Award Winner
Gladewater Fire Department

* Bradley Award Winner
Harold Wells

* Bradley Award Winner
Jim Bardwell

* Past President Jon Keller

Gladewater emergency
responders hosted local di-
saster drills in late April
including a river rescue
and downed aircraft, work-
ing with the Gregg County
Composite Squadron of the
Civil Airport Patrol (CAP)
on a full-scale exercise.

Throughout the year, thou-
sands of residents and visi-
tors descended on downtown
Gladewater for a variety
of events ranging from the
GHS Band Booster Car
Show to Gusher Days 2025,
the inaugural two-day Jazz
Festival at Jackson’s Cozy
Theatre, Juneteenth, the 50th
annual Gladewater Arts &
Crafts Festival, the annual
holiday open house, Glade-
water Chamber of Com-
merce’s yearly Christmas
parade and more.

The 2025 Easter Egg drop
on the Broadway School
grounds drew a huge crowd
hunting 12,000-plus eggs
while the year’s Emergency
Services Fall Fest had to
be shifted under the down-
town derrick due to weather,
deemed a success by or-
ganizers as the event was
paired with Living Water
Church’s Trunk or Treat
event.

Gladewater City Council
saw three contested races
on the May 2025 ballot,
drawing a bit less than 8
percent of local voters. In
addition to Place 7 Council-

Christmas week carjacking
sends 1 to hospital

Continued from Page 1

GPD personnel were dis-
patched for the stolen vehi-
cle and injured individual at
the intersection. Sustaining
“minor injuries,” the person
was transported by ambu-
lance to a local hospital for
treatment

Investigators tracked the
vehicle to multiple loca-
tions in Longview. Gregg
County deputies located the
truck and detained Osteen,
returning her to Gladewater
for booking.

“On the following day,
while being escorted for

N " b

transport from the Glade-
water City Jail to the Gregg
County Jail, Osteen briefly
escaped custody and fled on
foot,” ultimately detained
again in the 200 block of
Elanore Street.

Gregg County Judicial
Records show a history of
drug and alcohol charges
for Osteen in addition to
incidents of theft, criminal
trespass and violence.

As of press time, Osteen
remains incarcerated in the
county jail on bonds total-
ing $35,000 for Robbery
($25,000) and Escape from
Custody ($10,000).

man Kevin Clark’s unchal-
lenged re-election, chal-
lengers William Blackmon
and Milton Anderson won
Places 4 and 6, respectively,
while Mayor Pro Tem Sonny
Anderson earned a seventh
term in Place 5. There were
no changes on the White Oak
City Council while voters in
White Oak ISD returned Dr.
David Ummel to the school
board in Place 1 alongside
unchallenged Jessica Hughes
unchallenged bid for another
term in Place 2.

Former Gladewater May-
or Harold Wells became a
bookseller, taking on the
mantle of the late Pete Ad-
ams at Gladewater Books.

Gladewater Museum cel-
ebrated 20 years in 2025, and
White Oak celebrated the
crowning of Kylie Caraway
as Miss Gregg County 2025
in mid-September.

(Gladewater Mirror Pub-
lisher Jim Bardwell was
also celebrating in 2025,
marrying a fellow publisher,
Abigail, in a private family
ceremony Oct. 17.)

In November, White Oak
applauded the Regiment of
Roughnecks Band’s silver
medal at state marching
competition while Glade-
water celebrated the Bears’
district title — they clinched
Bi-District Nov. 14, but the
run ended in Kaufman Nov.
21 in the area round.

White Oak’s currently
in search of a new athletic
director and head coach fol-
lowing Michael Ludlow’s
departure in November.

Six juveniles were ulti-
mately referred by Glade-
water Police Department to
the Upshur County District
Attorney’s Office, facing a
Class A misdemeanor for
Criminal Trespass of a Habi-
tation following an under-
age house party that drew
scores to a private home on
Lake Gladewater. In another
of the top crime headlines
from 2025, an 18-year-old
ultimately pled guilty and
was sentenced to 10 years
in prison following a break-
in and vandalism spree at
Union Grove High School.

The Texas Rangers were
called into Union Grove in
September to investigate a
$100,000 embezzling allega-
tion at the local water supply
corporation.

In another story from
2025 that continues into 26,
Gladewater City Council
members hoped to block two
liquor store developments
in July. Current codes didn’t
support the action, how-
ever, and the council later
vacated votes on the issue.
In their December meeting,
the group generally agreed
to pursue the limitations for
future developments, aiming
to meet with a zoning con-
sulting in the months ahead.

Short-term rentals will
also be back on the agenda
in the New Year after council
members fielded comments
from residents on both sides
of the issue Dec. 18.

City Council Members

Jimmy Purcell City Administrator and ;

Staff & Employees

906 S. White Oak Rd.
White Oak
(903) 759-3936
K www.cityofwhiteoak.com
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GISD keeps fueling ‘growth mindset’ for 2026

By James Draper

Gladewater ISD isn’t look-
ing for a new resolution for
2026 — the district adopted
a new resolve many months
ahead of the New Year.

“We’re going to be looking
forward
to con-
tinuing
to imple-
ment our
new cur-
riculum,”
GISD Su-
perinten-
dent Rae
Ann Patty says, “working
with coaching teachers and
coaching students on how to
get better.”

Fall’s first semester imple-
mentation of the Bluebonnet
Curriculum was “great,” she
underscored in mid-Decem-
ber, and administrators are
continuing to monitor the
school’s rising data.

PATTY

It’s been an effort, and the
district’s faculty have risen
to the challenge.

“I can’t say enough about
our teachers. The teachers
have really deepened their
knowledge really quickly of
this new curriculum and the
presentation for instructional
purposes. It’s taken a lot of
change, and they’re making
some really great strides in
student success and achieve-
ment.”

The district officially
adopted the curriculum in
Spring 2025 and launched
implementation weeks later.

“We started focusing on
all the training for it this past
summer,” Patty confirmed,
encompassing reading and
math from the foundational
grades through Fifth.

The most recent ‘D’ for
Gladewater Primary School
and Weldon stung, especially
with multiple efforts already

underway for improvements.

“We have worked very,
very hard,” Patty told at-
tendees at the Mayor’s Town
Hall in October. “When you
see these teachers, please tell
them ‘Thank you.” You have
no idea what they’ve gone
through.”

In addition to implement-
ing a new curriculum and
all that entails, the district
is emphasizing a coaching
model, top to bottom, from
the superintendent’s office
to the early grades.

“I want to help every
teacher become better at
their craft each and every
year and help them become
better in their class with their
students,” Patty said. “We’re
trying to change the whole
culture to a growth mindset.

“We’re going back to ev-
ery kid, every classroom,
every day. We are increas-
ing our data collection and

Gladewater ISD students, parents educators, administrators and community
members participate in the Texas Education Agency’s mobile STEM lab

activities Dec. 13.

WOISD keeps eyes on
‘A’ for New Year

By James Draper

White Oak ISD officials
spent the final weeks of 2025
vetting candidates for athlet-
ic director
and head
coach,
culling
a pile of
about 50
appli-
cants.

In ad-
dition to
filling that key position,
another essential task on
the table in early 2026 is an
extensive policy update.

“Like every other school
district, the New Year’s res-

PARKER

# » (VAR

olution is going to be imple-
menting all this legislation
that came out of Austin,”
WOISD Supt. Jack Parker
said last month. “They told
me it’s 1500 pages.”

Looking ahead into the
New Year, Parker says the
common focus districtwide
is to work hard to maintain
the current ‘A’ Accountabil-
ity Rating from the Texas
Education Agency for 2024-
2025.

“That’s been a huge
push,” Parker said in mid-
December. “We’ve been
smart with our kids and
gathered data. The prin-
cipals will start reporting

Truman W. Smith

Children’s Care Center
Affiliated with Nexion Health

A 2200 W Upshur Ave., Gladewater

(903) 845-2181

www.nexion-health.com/truman-smith-childrens-care/

to the board in January,
and we’ll see where we are
headed.”

According to statistics
compiled by Texas Tribune,
White Oak ISD’s four-year
graduation rate is 99.1 per-
cent, beating the state’s
90.3% average.

Regarding White Oak’s
AD and head coach, Michael
Ludlow resigned from the
post in late-November after
completing his third season
with the Roughnecks. The
school district launched its
searched for his successor
Friday, Nov. 21, accepting
applications through Dec.
19.

v

implementing a data disag-
gregation process. We’re
going to make incremental
steps along the way.”

Her philosophy: With great
instruction in the classroom
on an aligned curriculum,
testing will take care of itself.

“That’s what we’re shoot-
ing for,” Patty said. “We’re
really trying to focus on get-
ting classroom instruction
and curriculum aligned to

the standards Texas tells us
we have to teach then we’re
going to let the testing take
care of itself.”

In the Town Hall, Patty
highlighted the district’s
gains in ESL — “They’re
learning English, they’re
learning how to pass their
exams, and they’re doing
such a good job.” — while
simultaneously praising
GISD’s sports programs

and other extracurriculars,
spotlighting activites like
the Honey Bears, Band, FFA
and Ag.

“We want to continue be-
ing successful in our extra-
curricular activities,” she
said. It’s what attracts stu-
dents to a district. “We want
to continue seeing that suc-
cess. It’s been good for us this
year both academically and
extracurricular-wise.”

“We’ve got you covg:;ed”

911 US Hwy 80

Clarksville City, TX

=

903-844-0923
Fax 903-844-0913

MeTaL BuiLbing COMPONENTS

www.SteelAmericaEnt.com

~ MAKES A -
GREAT GIFT

WHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST

YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

When you want to experience a steak
that delivers rich, juicy, exquisite flavor
and unparalleled quality in every bite,
you don’t want just any steak.

[ J O N NN NN

You want Omaha Steaks.

Butcher’s Deluxe Package GG

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)
Boneless Pork Chops (4 0z.)

Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 0z.)

ORDER
NOW!

77 100% X\
GUARANTEE

79797CZJ separately $227-94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

589% &

OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2612 | 1.877.323.6208
Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 79797CZJ

AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHgp

OMAHA STEAKS

You'll love it or your money back!

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping

rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available
for sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use0SI. Expires 12/31/25. | 25M8656 | Omaha Steaks, LLC
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Chamber Of Commerce

WORKING TOGETHER FOR COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT
DARREN RICHARDSON

215N Wain $t Gladewater (903 843-5501

Lee-Library crafts
events for all ages

After a packed end of year, Lee-
Bardwell Public Library has a host
of events planned for the first month
of 2026, beginning with Story Time
Monday.

The library’s closed today, Jan. 1,
but it’ll be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Friday then back to normal operating
hours.

Weekly Story Time sessions begin
at 11 each Monday morning. Cost
Crotchet & Crafts are set for 10 a.m.
and 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 6, and again
Tuesday, Jan. 20.

January’s Kids Night is set for 6 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 9, at the 312 W. Pacific
Ave. facility, including snacks, board
games, movies, and interactive games
for youngers. Those younger than 10
should be accompanied by a parent or
guardian.

Parents Night is set for 6 p.m. to 9
Friday, Jan. 23.

“This will be adults only, and we will
have trivia, a movie, and opportunities
to either interact with other adults or
to just be in a quiet space for a few
hours. We will also have finger foods
available.”

Stay tuned to @leepubliclibrary on

“Ritiques & Odditiess
=%, 3
Maymies Countey Candles B2 — =

:

Step Inside to Find a Treasure Trove of

Antiques & Treasures, including a Familiar Face:
Store Manager, Steve, has 9 Years’ Experience

Selling in the Antique Capital of East Texas!

BAILEY’S
ACE

HARDWARE

1620 Broadway Ave
903-845-5787

Monday - Fri day
7:30 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday
8:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sunday
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928~

EO©

GFD’s Tim Basham and Felipe Gomez cook breakfast Dec. 20
during ‘Pancakes with Gladewater Fire Department’ at Lee-Bardwell
Public Library. Gomez was recognized in December as the City of
Gladewater’s first Black & Gold Award Recipient. “This award
represents excellence, leadership, and heart... and Felipe embodies
all three.”

1408 E Broadway Ave., Gladewater

(903) 845-5571 Menu: order.pizzahut.com

BiLL BIGKASON

sl (1) BUICK

1110 E Broadway Ave., Gladewater
(903) 374-0384

bdchevy.com
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