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A bright brigade of beetles and ~ Dozens of classic Volkswagen vehicles
buses will be Spring Breaking in are traveling across the Lone Star State
Gladewater next week. March 16-20 during the 2026 Texas Euro-
pean Vacation VW Road-Trip, and they’ll
be making a lunchtime pit stop here March
19. According to Round Rock’s Gary Alex-
ander, organizing the excursion, it’s the
third annual road trip for the band of VW
enthusiasts, “a multi-day caravan visiting
Texas cities that share names with cities
in Europe.”

Gladewater Chamber of Commerce’s
Lois Reed is gleefully rolling out the

7 ‘| 05105"24281

1 Section, 8 pages

Band o' bugs descends on downtown March 19

Willkommen mat. She’s been talking up
the VW visitors for months, shaking the
bushes locally to gather more fans of the
spritely vehicles.

In 2024, the Volkswagen Beetle and
Volkswagen Bus enthusiasts followed US
Route 67 across Texas from Texarkana to
Presidio. Thirty-plus vintage Volkswa-
gens followed that up in ‘25 with a trek
from Laredo to San Augustine.

It’s not limited to just the Volkswagen
brand; there are a variety of European
models in the mix: “Join us for a classic

car gathering!”

The caravan aims to roll into downtown
Gladewater around 11 a.m. Thursday,
March 19. They’ll refresh themselves here
for about two hours.

For more information or to participate,
contact garypalexander@gmail.com.

“Calling all Volkswagen and European
car enthusiasts. Cruise into downtown
Gladewater for an unforgettable road trip
experience. Meet fellow car lovers and
enjoy fun conversations while viewing
classic cars.”

District urges families
to ditch buzzing bevs

Gladewater ISD campuses are cracking down on caffeine.
Monster, Alani, Celsius and Red Bull are just a few of the boosting bever-
ages in the crosshairs considering their impact on students’ health.

Ifan energy drink is brought on campus, it’s going in the garbage, according
to GISD Health Services’ Marissa Blanco in a March 3 post on Gladewater
Middle School’s social media.

Per the registered nurse, “The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has
stated that energy drinks are not appropriate for children and adolescents,
due to the high levels of caffeine these drinks contain,” Blanco noted. “Due
to growing health concerns associated with energy drinks, these beverages
will not be allowed on our campus.

“Energy drinks often contain high levels of caffeine and sugar, which can
| cause rapid heart rate, anxiety, sleep disturbances and difficulty concentrating.
These effects can significantly impact a child’s health, behavior and academic

UGISD showcase
spotlights paths
for students’ in

Career & Tech Ed

performance during the school day.”

According to HealthyChildren.org, caffeine can stay in the body for more
than eight hours, depending on metabolism.

It’s hardly new information: “When the caffeine wears off, children may
have a headache and feel irritable or tired,” and an excess of caffeinated bev-
erages can get in the way of other necessary nutrients, especially for young-
sters. “Caffeine affects kids’ sleep. Not getting enough sleep or not sleeping
well or long enough can affect thinking, mood, digestion and ability to avoid
getting sick. Sleep loss leads to school struggles and robs kids of the energy
they need for activities they enjoy.”

From data collected at on the American Academy of Pediatrics site, a sample
Alani contains 200 mg of caffeine in a 12 oz. beverage. A sample Celsius has
the same amount of caffeine for the same volume. Monster Green OG has
160 mg of caffeine in a 16 oz. drink along with 54 grams of sugar, similar to
original Red Bull.

Notably, Gladewater ISD’s rule applies to students of all ages, including
17-and-older, GMS stated in response to a questioner online.

“All students must abide by district policies as long as they are a student
enrolled in the district.”

Students are encouraged to bring water bottles daily, Blanco added.

“While we cannot control what your child drinks at home, students may
not bring energy drinks to school. If any energy drink is brought to campus,
it will be trashed.”

A

Come see what’s next, Union Grove ISD says.

Community members are invited to visit the school Tues-
day, March 17, for a spotlight on the district’s growing Career
& Technical Education opportunities, priming youngsters for
their futures.

“Union grove is hosting a CTE showcase to display the
amazing things students are accomplishing in our programs,”
said UGISD’s Kimber Smith, who teaches Grade 7 English
Language Arts as well Journalism.

The upcoming showcase runs 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 in the Lion
Center at 11377 Union Grove Rd.

February was Career & Technical Education Month nation-
ally and statewide. Schools across the country are putting more
emphasis on equipping students with practical skills they can
put to use during and immediately after high school or take
with them into their post-secondary education.

Students are introduced to the various concentrations before
they enter high school, adopting a pathway with milestone
classroom work as well as practicums to ensure they gain not
only the necessary training but also the essential credentials
to put their skills to use soonest in the workforce, if that’s their
preference.

Union Grove currently offers eight CTE programs of study
to prep youngsters for the roads ahead. Students can choose
between Accounting, AG Mech, Engineering, Journalism &
Graphic Design, Animal Science, Culinary Arts, Health Sci-
ence and Marketing & Sales.

According to the school, “Each program offers four or more
courses and allow students to obtain a certification.”

TxDOT: Driving Crashes Spike in Spring

March had the highest number of drunk driving crashes in Texas last year

AUSTIN- As students and Texans take time off this March, it’s imperative
that drivers always get a sober ride.

Last year Texas saw a spike in drunk driving crashes in March — more than
any other month. As spring break celebrations begin, drivers can keep celebra-
tions fun and avoid death and other tragic consequences of impaired driving by
driving like a Texan: kind, courteous and safe, and always choosing a sober ride.

With a focus on reaching college students around spring break, the Texas
Department of Transportation (TxDOT) will support community efforts across
the state to stop impaired driving. The message is simple: arrange a sober ride
before you start celebrating.

Never drive after consuming any amount of alcohol or other drugs. The con-
sequences of driving impaired — including up to $17,000 in fines and fees, jail
time, losing your license, or ending your own or someone else’s life — are simply
not worth it. Find a sober ride to ensure that you have a fun and safe spring break. ing the pride, camaraderie and responsibility of being a Texan on the road. By

“Drive Sober. No Regrets” is an important part of TxDOT’s Drive like a making thoughtful choices, we can all help keep each other safe. Learn more at
Texan: Kind. Courteous. Safe. initiative. Drive like a Texan is about embrac- DriveLikeATexan.com.

DRIVE 4 TEXAN

Kind. Courteous. Safe.
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INION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

..do you ‘dig’ it?

How about the ‘luck o’ the Irish’? Do you have it? [ know that I do.
I have been showered with blessings that include a handsome hubby,
a loving family, good health, a gorgeous rescue Collie, and a dash
of optimism that usually keeps a twinkle in my smiling green ‘Irish’
eyes. I don’t want to mislead you, I am an American mutt with dashes
of Irish, Scot, English, French, German and Cherokee ancestors. But
on St. Paddy’s Day I am celebrating the Irish.

I bet you didn’t know that the phrase ‘the luck of the Irish” is
American in origin. During the Gold Rush and the big silver strikes
of the 19th century many of the most famous and successful miners
were of Irish or Irish-American descent. Now that’s some luck [ wish
I did have.

I have sat in the clover on many occasions looking for that lucky
4-leaf clover. The three-leaf clover was called the “seamy™ by the Celts
and was considered a sacred plant that symbolized spring’s arrival.
According to legend, St. Patrick used the plant when explaining the
Holy Trinity. By the 1600s, the shamrock had become the symbol of
emerging Irish nationalism. By the way, the odds of finding a 4-leaf
clover is about 1 in 10,000.

The 34.7 million Americans who have Irish ancestry outnumber the
population of Ireland itself which is a little under five million. It’s easy
to see why, when as early as the 1630s Irish immigrants began a steady
stream, which grew to waves of immigration and they brought with
them a culture that impacted America greatly. Perhaps one of the most
profound was in their music which laid the foundation for American
bluegrass, folk and country music. Of course, the Irish brought their
love for dancing as well. The Virginia Reel, the Haymaker’s Jig and
even square dancing are Irish influenced.

One of my favorite classes in college was linguistics which studied
the origin of language. It’s fun to trace where our words come from
and a whole ‘slew’ come from our Irish ancestors. Words like: trousers,
galore, whiskey*, boycott, smithereens, buddy, slogan, brogues, clock,
dig (as in you ‘dig’ it—like it), gob, hooligan and phoney, Oh, and
then there is shanty and smidgen and hubbub.

The Best of
Suzanne

What about ‘Gee Whiz’ or ‘Gee Whilikers’ which actually means
the ‘will of God’. Gee is the approximate pronunciation of Dia, the
Irish word for God. Darn, pet, ballyhoo, pal, swank, bailiff, racketeer,
cop, goon...

are you having fun yet? One thing the Irish know how to do is
have fun.

I think the Irish invented slang. Here’s some more: banshee, bog,
bother, brat, drum, keening, kibosh, Leprechaun, limerick, slob...well
I could just keep going. One word I must clarify is whiskey* before
my readers of Scottish descent pound me with their shillelaghs. The
word whiskey came from Uisce beatha meaning “water of life”. Both
the Irish and the Scots claim to have invented the potent potable.

Like my hubby, I am just an humble ‘Bard’ (Irish for vagabond story
teller) and thus the origin of our Bardwell moniker. And speaking
of real storytellers, there is the Irish Bram Stoker who brought us
“Dracula”, Jonathan Swift who wrote “Gulliver’s Travels” and my
personal favorite C.S. Lewis who was the great Christian apologist and
author of many books including the “Narnia Chronicles”. Goodness,
there is an endless list of wonders the Irish have brought to our culture.
Do you ‘dig’ it? I sure do and I bet you do too.

So, blessings on St. Patrick’s Day my friends.

May the road rise up to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face,

The rains fall soft upon your fields,

And, until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Sunshine Week:

Public's right to know should be front and center, especially now, in Texas

By David Cuillier
Brechner Freedom of Information Project

Freedom of information should be freedom of information
for all.

It is not.

As we approach the 60th anniversary of the U.S. Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA), and celebrate national Sunshine Week
March 15-21, we look back at the signing of the law by Lyndon
B. Johnson on July 4, 1966: “I signed this measure with a deep
sense of pride that the United States is an open society in which
the people’s right to know is cherished and guarded.”

Great words, and [ wish they were true. On paper, all of us are
equal in FOIA law, but it turns out that some of us are more equal
than others. The reality is that FOIA is a convoluted, intimidating,
expensive and legalistic system that favors the educated, rich,
white, male, aged and liberal.

How do we know this? My colleague, A.Jay Wagner of Mar-
quette University, and I surveyed 330 Americans who have
requested public records at the local, state and federal levels, and
found that they represent a skewed slice of the U.S. population:

Demographic Requesters U.S. Pop ©
Male 62% 50%
White 88% 73%
Hispanic 6% 19%
BA or higher degree 88% 25%
Income 68% over $80,000 $50,145 average
Median age 55 42
Liberal 60% 25%

* U.S. Census, 2022 (same year the survey was conducted)

We shouldn’t be surprised. We know that most public records
requests are submitted by commercial enterprises, and that the
corporate world has lobbied hard for access to information while
also pushing for exemptions to hide its own behavior. Other heavy
users of public record laws, such as lawyers and journalists, are
highly educated, and many are skilled in the art of access.

We also know from research that copy fees discourage average
people from pursuing public records. The average copy fee, when
charged in Florida, is $1,650. What average person will pay that?

Government agencies also have been found to discriminate
against those in less prestigious rungs of society, such as margin-
alized minority populations. One study showed that government
custodians sometimes “Google” requester names and are more
likely to respond to requests coming from a university professor
than those coming from a doorman or “cleaning lady.”

The law itself — and how government describes it — scares the
average person away.

The Department of Justice description of FOIA goes like
this: “The FOIA contains thirteen main subsections, the first of
which establishes certain categories of information that must be
proactively disclosed by federal agencies. Subsection (a)(1) of
the FOIA requires disclosure through publication in the Federal
Register of general agency information such as descriptions of
agency organization, functions, and rules of procedure; sub-
stantive agency rules; and statements of general agency policy.”
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agenda, we should point out that our study found that those most
likely to use public record laws lean left.

Political conservatives, particularly those in rural areas, have
just as much a right to information as coastal liberal elites. This
isn’t about politics. It’s about good governance, and better lives
for everyone.

Because, we know, access to public records matters. Studies
have shown that public record laws lead to cleaner drinking water,
safer restaurants, and lower taxes. Those skilled in acquiring
public records can buy a home with confidence, background
babysitters, keep tabs on their local government, and find the
best schools for their children.

Those in power in society are best equipped to acquire infor-
mation — to further their power, both economic and social — and
the rest are left behind, widening the document divide. So, what
do we do about it?

» Government should invest in technology to make the public
records system seamless, simple, and understandable. The Depart-
ment of Justice’s “FOIA Wizard” is a good start, using artificial
intelligence to help people identify records that might help them.

* Agencies should proactively post information that is most
requested by average people — nobody should have to ask for it.
That doesn’t mean heaping tons of data online without explanation.
One study found that can actually turn people off to information.

* People shouldn’t be charged exorbitant fees to get informa-
tion they already paid for with their taxes. Accessing government
information is a civic act — like voting, attending city council
meetings and speaking to elected officials.

» We shouldn’t have to hire a lawyer and go to court to enforce
public record laws. States and the federal government should
create independent enforcement agencies that can force agen-
cies to cough up records for free, or nearly free, as they have in
Connecticut, Ohio, Pennsylvania and more than 50 nations. Such
“transparency guardians” should also be empowered to deem
some requests as “vexatious,” and allow agencies to ignore them.

* Educators should integrate public records education in K-12
curriculum and university general education, as basic civics. If
they can require that in Sinaloa, Mexico, why not here?

* Philanthropic individuals and foundations should aid in the
creation of nonprofit coalitions for open government in every
state, as started by the National

Freedom of Information Coalition, to aid the public in acquir-
ing government records, and ensure those nonprofits can become
self-sustaining for generations to come.

» Government and civil society should double down on edu-
cating the public through public service advertising, such as this
inspirational video in India showing the power of transparency.

To be sure, national Sunshine Week, celebrated every March
since 2005, has helped promote the public’s right to know, but
until serious initiatives are implemented by the government and
civil society, federal and state public record laws will fail to reach
their promised potential.

It’s time to invest in democracy, and the power of information.

It’s time to put the “us” back into U.S. FOIA.

Gary Borders

Capital Highlights

Gas prices spike sharply

The price of gasoline rose nearly a dollar per gallon in some
cities after the joint U.S.-Israeli attack on Iran last week. The
Dallas Morning News reported gas prices are now at their high-
est level since President Trump took office in January 2025.
Oil shipments through the Strait of Hormuz have been largely
stalled, greatly reducing production by Asian refiners.

U.S. crude oil prices topped $89 late last week. Since the
Friday before the attacks, Brent crude oil, the global benchmark
for oil prices, has increased by 24%.

Trump said Friday there will not be a deal to end the U.S.-Iran
war without an “unconditional surrender” by Iran.

SpaceX beach closure fight
reaches Texas Supreme Court

The Texas Supreme Court heard oral arguments last week
in a fight over whether counties can temporarily close a beach
for a space flight, The Tribune reported. Rio Grande Valley
environmentalists and indigenous groups have sued over a 2013
law that allows some counties to close a beach.

The dispute primarily concerns SpaceX, which operates a
launch site near Boca Chica Beach in Cameron County. The
Federal Aviation Administration has authorized the company
to launch rockets up to 25 times a year, prompting the closure
of roughly eight miles of beach adjacent to the launch pad.

Attorneys representing the plaintiffs argued the Open
Beaches Amendment to the state constitution grants the public
an unrestricted right to use public beaches. The state contended
that the amendment does not guarantee unlimited, unfettered
access.

“It is a more limited right,” said Beth Klusmann, deputy
solicitor general for the Texas Attorney General’s Office. “The
question, of course, then is what are those limits.”

Dodd wins 3-man
race for county judge

By Phillip Williams

L. Brandon Dodd won a three-way race for Upshur County
judge without a runoff, while three of four county officials who
drew opposition to retain their offices won in the county’s March
3 Republican primary.

Besides Dodd, appointed incumbent District Attorney Barry
Clark Wallace, Precinct 2 County Commissioner Dustin Nich-
olson and Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda Truitt Welch
all defeated their opponents. But Precinct 4 County Commis-
sioner Jay W. Miller lost his bid for re-election to his predeces-
sor, Mike Spencer.

Barring a successful write-in campaign in the November
general election, winning the GOP nomination was tantamount
to election since no Democrats ran in their party’s primary for
any Upshur County public office.

In complete, unofficial returns, Dodd drew 3,638 votes to 1,453
for Brandon Winn and 1,233 for Trace Hudgins in the contest
to succeed retiring incumbent Todd Tefteller.

In the DA’s race, Wallace defeated Joey Fenlaw by exactly
1,000 votes, 3,590 to 2,590. (These and all other numbers in this
article reflect complete returns from the county elections office,
but they are still unofficial, pending county commissioners court
canvassing the votes.)

Wallace was appointed by Gov. Greg Abbott effective last
Nov. 1 when his longtime predecessor, Billy Byrd, resigned.

Nicholson, seeking re-election defeated Brian Davis, 769 to
633, while Spencer received 1,035 to Miller’s 717. Welch, also
seeking re-election, overwhelmed Cindy Marie Walls, 1,126-474.

Ken Paxton carried the county in the primary for U.S. sena-
tor, while Ryan Yarbrough carried it in running for the newly-
redrawn U.S. House District 32 seat.

In the Democratic primary, county Democratic Chairman
Winifred Jackson was re-elected without opposition.

Nearly 4.5 million Texans voted in the Democratic and Repub-
lican primaries, according to The Texas Tribune, surpassing
recent turnout numbers. A total of 2.3 million ballots were cast
in the Democratic primary and 2.2 million in the Republican
primary, marking the first time Democratic turnout was higher
since 2020. Texas has approximately 18.7 million registered
voters, so turnout was just under 25%.

THE VALUE OF KNOWING WHAT HAPPENED IN THE PAST
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The following is attributed to the English statesman Winston Churchill: “The further back-
wards you can look, the further forward you can see.” Of course, no one but God really knows
the future, but it is true that some people can look forward better than others. It is also true that
a good grasp of what happened in the past can help us see what will probably happen in the fu-

Of interest to us, as Bible students, should be the fact that the Bible speaks of the value the
sacred history in God’s Word has for us. In 1 Cor. 10: 1-11 the Scripture speaks of certain Old
Testament historical events and says: “Now these things became our examples, to the intent
that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted” ...
them as examples: and they are written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the ages are
come” (vs. 6-11). Yes, the Bible certainly teaches the value of knowing what happened in the
past. In Romans 15: 4 the Scripture also says:
written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have

2 Peter 3 gives us an illustration of history’s power to shed light on the future. There Peter
speaks of scoffers who deny the second coming of the Lord by claiming everything has always
been the same. Against that claim, Peter says,
God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, by which the
world that then existed perished, being flooded with water” (vs. 3-6).

Now Peter’s point is that God’s destruction of the world in the past by the flood proves
everything has not always been the same and confirms God’s warning to destroy the world once
again in the future! So, yes, the past can be beneficial to us in understanding the future. It is
sometimes said that the only thing we learn from history is that we don’t learn anything from
history. Let’s make sure that isn’t true of any of us. Let’s specially make sure it isn’t true of us
respecting the sacred history contained in God’s Word, the Bible, that God called the world to
account in the past, and He will call it to account again! It is clear God will bring the world to
an end as He wills, when He sends His Son a second time, Judgment and eternity will follow.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.

now all these things happened to

“For whatever things were written before were

“this they willfully forget: that by the word of
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Fourth annual ‘Trades event fuels

GW Museum, small businesses

The first day of Spring will bring the 4th annual Trades at
the Musuem vendor event back downtown.

Set for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 21, it’s a small
business-friendly effort that also raises funds for Gladewater
Museum.

“Shop from a variety of local vendors and enjoy a great day
while giving back,” per the organizers, Scrubby Love Glade-
water. “Support local small businesses while helping preserve
our town’s history.

“All vendor fees go directly to support the museum, making
this their only fundraising event of the year. Your participa-
tion helps keep this important piece of our community alive.”

For more information or to sign up as a vendor, contact
Scrubby Love at 903-917-4326 to reserve a spot.

WOHS seeks vendors for FFA’s

Farmers Markets

White Oak FFA students kicked off their Spring Farmers
Markets March 7, and they’re getting ready for the next event
April 4.

The markets feature locally-grown produce, plants and honey,
and the program is recruiting vendors via a Google For. Log on
via tinyurl.com/WhiteOakFFAmarket.

The markets are setat 200 S. White Oak Road behind White
Oak High School, running 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. In addition to April’s
event, the final market is set for Saturday, May 9.

Upshur Library events set

A book will be read to young children at both of the Upshur
County Library’s weekly “Storytime” sessions in Gilmer on
Thursday, March 12.

“Giraffe Problems” by Jory John will be presented at the 10
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. events.

“Music and movement” will follow each reading of the book,
said Amy Allred, children’s coordinator for the library.

Each session also will feature a giraffe-related craft.

The library is at 702 W. Tyler, which is also Texas 154.
The events are free to the public with no advance registration
required, but children under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

For more information, contact the library at 903-843-5001..

GW library section to celebrate
Texas, independent authors

Last year saw a major overhaul to the stacks at Lee-Bardwell
Public Library as director Brandy Wynn and her staffers made
room for a new specialty collection tied to the Lone Star State.

Now, the team is turning the spotlight on the new shelves,
drawing as many of the contributing authors as possible for a
2-6 p.m. celebration Saturday, March 14, at 312 W. Pacific Ave.

“We will have 10-15 authors at the library who will be selling
their books,” Wynn announced this week, “and I'll be officially
opening our Texas Local & Independent Authors section.”

The local library seeded the collection from a $7,800 grant
awarded by the J. Frank Dobie Library Trust. The current goal
is to grow the section to about 2,000 volumes.

During the Spring 2026 event, “We are going to honor J. Frank
Doby because it was that foundation that gave us the money to
get so many independent authored books.”

March 14 is also ‘Pi(e) Day,” landing on 3/14 (fun fact, it’s
also Albert Einstein’s birthday) so the library will be integrat-
ing a pie and coffee component to the meet the author shindig.

Follow the Gladewater Mirror and @LeePublicLibrary on
Facebook for updates.

GW Chamber weaves America’s
birthday into plans for banquet

This year marks the United States Semiquincentennial —
made things quite a bit easier in picking the theme for the 95th
annual Gladewater Chamber of Commerce Banquet.

“We’re celebrating America’s 250th, obviously,” Lois Reed
said on President’s Day.

The event’s set for 6:15 p.m. to 8 on Thursday, March 26, in
the Former Students Building at 2509 W. Hendricks.

“Ijust had confirmation this afternoon that Judge Bill Stoudt’s
going to be our speaker,” Reed said. “I think it’ll be great.

“Gladewater has always played an important part in Gregg
County. He thinks the same way. He is such a great proponent
of all the communities in Gregg County.”

Stoudt will provide an update on county goings-on after
guests settle in with the evening’s meal.

“I want the menu to be All-American food,” Reed said, fancier
than hot dogs and hamburgers, “but it will include apple pie and
cherry pie. You can’t get more American than that.”

Tickets for the event are $25 per person or $150 for a table of
six. For more information or to reserve a spot, call 903-845-5501.

Local entrepreneurs egg-cited
to host annual hunt April 4

The community’s annual egg hunt is taking shape for the
first weekend in April.

Hosted this year by Gladewater Thrive & Connect, the free-
for-all 2026 Gladewater Egg-Stravaganza is set for 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. Saturday, April 4, at Lake Gladewater.

“We want to make sure this is for the community,” James

TRASH OFF DAYS

MARCH 19-21, 2026

THURSDAY & FRIDAY 8AM-3PM
SATURDAY 8AM-2PM

DUMPSTERS WILL BE LOCATED ON HWY 42 BEHIND THE
WHITE OAK WATER TREATMENT PLANT

CURRENT WHITE OAK WATER BILL WILL BE REQUIRED TO
PARTICIPATE IN TRASH OFF DAYS.

WE CANNOT ACCEPT PAINT, OIL, TIRES, APPLIANCES WITH
COMPRESSORS OR SHINGLES.

Gladewater High School’s Parker Johnston (left), Heaven-Leigh Cannon (center) and Bailee Hosak
(center-right) pose with Rotarians Avon Bateman and Darla Ferguson Feb. 26. The teens — Hoops,
Hev and Red, respectively — regaled the local civic club’s members with stories of their recent
excursion to the Rotary Youth Leadership Award camp, challenging the Rotarians with some of the

‘mind games’ that are a key part of the experience.

Reese told council members Feb. 19. Speaking for the Thrive
& Connect networking group of entrepreneurs, “We want to
bring the community out, make sure the families are having
a great time.

“We want to make sure it’s safe as well. If there’s anything
that anyone could do to help us, it would be great.”

Admission is free for all comers, and there are three age-
specific egg hunts planned. The first, at noon, is tailored for
children 3-years-old and younger; ages 4-7 will hunt eggs at
12:45 p.m. followed by 8-years-and-older at 1:30 p.m.

“Bring your baskets, invite your friends and come make
sweet memories with us at Gladewater Lake,” the organizers
announced. “This is one event you won’t want to miss.”

For more information, email GladewaterThriveAndCon-
nect@gmail.com.

Taste of Qil Patch marks 1/4-century
The 25th annual Taste of the Oil Patch Cook-off is simmer-
ing, set for Saturday, April 25, at the Gladewater Rodeo Arena.
Everything gets underway at 11 a.m. that Saturday morning,
including food, an auction and raffle as well as live music from
Darrin Morris and other entertainment for all ages.

Proceeds from the event benefit Truman W. Smith Children’s
Care Center.

“We will have a variety of food for you to taste and judge,”
organizers say, with admission set at $25 for adults and $15
for children 12-and-younger. Each $25 raffle entry includes
chances to win a designer purse, a diamond necklace or a
donated firearm.

Master of memory on tab

A free program designed to improve participants’ memory
function is being offered to Upshur County residents this month.

The Master of Memory program is a series of lessons which
will be held on March 24, 26, and 31 in Gilmer. Participants
are encouraged to attend all three sessions to receive a comple-
tion certificate.

Studies show that 80 percent of older adults complain about
memory problems, but only 15 percent report these problems
to their health professionals. People of all ages forget, but older

people tend to worry more about forgetting and memory loss.

Master of Memory encourages participants to recognize that
they are able to impact their memory function, evaluate their
own memory function, identify factors that may affect their
memory function and find ways that may help address some
of those factors.

The six-lesson series includes presentations on memory and
learning, memory strategies, nutrition, medications, medical
conditions, and exercise for the body and mind.

Class size is limited, so sign up before March 15th by either
calling Julie York, Upshur County Family & Community Health
Extension Agent at 903-680-8128 or emailing her at julie.york@
ag.tamu.edu. Feel free to leave a message if she doesn’t answer.

Please note that this program focuses on naturally aging
memory loss.
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Members of the White Oak High School Roughneck
Band brought home more accolades recently,
including: Brass Quintet of Olivia Applegate,
Jadon Dubose, Mykey Feldhauser, Stephanie
Wilson and Nathan Watson - 1st Division &
Qualified for State Ensemble Contest; Soloist
Alexis Floyd and Stephanie Wilson, 1st Division &
Qualified for State Solo Contest. (Courtesy photo)

APRIL 11th, 2026

S

CITY-

and senior citizens, as available.

IDE CLEAN UP DAY

GLADEWATER RESIDENTS may deposit bulky, household
garbage and items into dumpsters located along
E. Commerce St, downtown Gladewater.

Prohibited items include paint, shingles, batteries,
chemicals, refrigeration items and commercial waste.
These Items will not be accepted.

The City of Gladewater will provide curbside pick-up for any disabled
To schedule this complimentary service please call:

Gladewater Public Works - 903-845-2196
no later than 12 noon on Friday, April 10th.

Your help is needed to keep our community clean. Volunteers will be
meeting at the Ken Bennett Pavilion on E Pacific at 8 AM where they
will be dispersed to help in parks and neighborhoods in Gladewater.

Trash bags will be provided.

S8AM-NOON
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Automotive —
Restoration

903-295-3383 °

SystemI

ne.

205 W US Highway 80
White Oak
(903) 295-8883

automotiverestorationsystems.com ors cash owner

Monday-Friday

7am.-5p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m.-noon

ACROSS

1 newspaper:
Azle
5 half of Texas
mohair goes to
this continent
6 Texas actress
Robin Wright's
former hubby,
Sean
7 teacher helper
(abbr.)
8 rattlesnake casa
9 TXism: “it's water
off_ ___ back’
(unconcerned)
15 TXism:“___and
parcel of’
16 TXTanya's“___
_ __ATime’
19 TXism: “want __
Icould
splt
21 TXism:“
these parts”
(unknown)

22 Texas singer

_ Morse

27 Granbury historic
“__ House”

28 “sticksand ___
can break my
bones...”

29 Kermit had the
last oil
derrick in the U.S.

30 hymn:“_ ___
___ Light”

32 dir. to Mineola
from Pittsburgh

33 TXism for a nice
guy (3 wds.)

36 TXism: “he’s got
themorals __
alley cat”

37 TX Dennis Quaid
1988 noir film

38 seat of Upshur
County

39 grocery chain in the
Metroplex (2 wds.)
41 TXism:“__.

45 “6 munce ago |
coodn't evin spel
gradjuwat and
now_ ___one’

46 TXism: “two-bit ___”

47 TXism: “happy as

___inslop”

-horse town”
42 TXism: “pill wrangler”

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2026 by Orbison Bros.

48 Yoko ___

49 in Wharton County
on highway 71

52 unitin a list

53 old VW sports car:
“Karmann___ "~

54 TXism: “active as a
foxina___ house”

55 TXism:“___every
trick in the book”

DOWN

1 it's a “siesta” south
of the border

2 dir. from Grapeland
to Lufkin

3 in Runnels County
onU.S. 83

4 early route up from
Mexico: “Old ___

»

8 TX Perot met wife
onablind____
9 TXism: “put two

(obvious conclusion)

10 __Leon, TX
11 electric component
testing initials

12 heated disagreement
13 Brownsville NBC TV,

channel 23

14 TX Nokona gloves
arehand-___

15 keyboard support?
(2 wds.)

16 former Texas
Oatmeal Festival

race:“___-_-Thon”
17 TXism:“__
gravel” (fell)
18 mop a boat deck
(2 wds.)
20 TXism:“____as
a bartender on
payday”

22 LBJ’s choice to
lead the “Warren
Commission” (init.)

23 TXism: “that
won't float”

24 British toilet

25 TXism: “about as
graceful as _
___ice”

26 Hondo is the seat
of this county

28 Dallas rock singer
“Samthe "
(and the
Pharoahs)

31 song“_ ___
Texas”

32
37
40
50 |51 P-1782
52
53
5 34 TX Mandrell,
younger sister of
55 Barbara (init.)
35 TX Farrah Fawcett
1984 TV film:
“The Burning __”
37 Palo ____Canyon,

site of musical
drama, “Texas”

40 TXism: “'m gettin’
the__ ofit’
(catching on)

43 noisy far southern
Texas bird:
__ chalaca

44 TX Tanya Tucker’s
1980 tune: “Can |
See You

50 old legs?

51 assn. for Texas
MDs

See Answers On This Page

Spring’s city wide trash
collection set April 11

Roll up your sleeves and start the Spring Cleaning now —
Gladewater’s semi-annual City Wide Clean-up is set for the
second Saturday in April.

Each Fall and Spring, City Hall sends workers and vol-
unteers to help residents drop off their accumulated stuff at
a downtown collection site on East Commerce Avenue by
the railroad tracks, and the Spring 2026 collection is a few
weeks away on April 11.

Utilizing roll-off trash containers courtesy of Republic
Services, locals are invited to drive up and drop-off so long
as they show proof of residence within the city limits and
ensure their detritus doesn’t check one of the wrong boxes.

Per CityofGladewater.com, the following items are pro-
hibited during the community clean-up:

* Loose garbage

« Dirt, rock, sand

* Glass

* Tires

* Construction materials

* Concrete

* Pallets

* Ceramic

* Tile

* Sheet Rock

* Roofing Materials

* Any materials resulting from contractual work or com-
mercially related activities

» Hazardous Materials

* Paint

* Batteries

* Motor Oil

Items that contain refrigerant are generally a no-go as well,
including refrigerators, freezers, air conditioning units and
similar items. Only refrigerant units that have been tagged
by a certified technician and confirmed to free of CFCs are
permitted.

To Advertise Your Business
Call Us At: 903-845-2235
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KING PLUMBING

NEW CONSTRUCTION ® REMODELS e SERVICE

RMP DENNIS KING
903-539-1716

M36233

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

o

mfs Al Major Credit Cards Accepted ]
T
Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to

reach your financial goals.

MKT-5894N-A

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

edwardjones.com

Pl

r’ 2
L0

.S‘e/f - Service Auto Parts

CALL NOW: 903-297-4300
Vehicle Purchasing Agent

PickersLongview.com | carbuy@pickerslongview.com

5910 W Marshall Ave, Longview, TX 75604

TEXAS

REAL ESTATE

EXECUTIVES

FOOD BANK

SHARON SMITH HAMMER
903-635-5021

sharonlsmithrealtor@gmail.com

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month
10:00 am to Noon

While supplies last

guds
YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

Gladewater

845-5186

HOURS
7:30AM. -5:30 PM.

Highway 80 East

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

Local company.
Local journmalists.
Local stories.

%mmd ”,@ngm

Handcrafted , Painted Custom Pet

Jewelry X Gourds X Paintings ~ Portraits

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

dasweat? @gmail .com

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS
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GLADEWATER POLICE/FIRE'ACTIVITY REPORT

Date Time Agency Call Type Address

03/01/2026 00:02:58 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 400 WOOD ST
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 00:17:57

03/01/2026 01:59:25 GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 212 E EDDY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 02:14:58 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 02:30:57 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 524 QUEEN ST
FIRE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 02:36:46

03/01/2026 06:56:40 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 1576 N RODEO DRIVE
FIRE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 07:57:24 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 08:20:09 GLADEWATER 911 HANGUP 205 W ELEANOR STREET
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 08:21:07 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 08:51:20 GLADEWATER ANIMAL 309 PHILLIPS DRIVE
POLICE DEPT. COMPLAINT

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 08:53:10 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 08:33:35 AGENCY ASSIST 1304 N OLIVE STREET

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 09:02:09 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 09:05:58 ANIMAL PHILLIP SPRINGS

COMPLAINT

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 09:07:26

03/01/2026 09:42:38 MISCELLANEOUS DEAN STREET

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 09:45:58

03/01/2026 10:23:43 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP W SIDE SABINE RIVER 271
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 10:24:13

03/01/2026 09:31:55 GLADEWATER ANIMAL 1504 N LYNN STREET
POLICE DEPT. COMPLAINT

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 11:29:31 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 11:55:27  GLADEWATER DISTURBANCE 222 S DEAN STREET
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 11:56:59 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 12:09:08  GLADEWATER LOUD NOISE BEHIND PD
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 13:49:23

03/01/2026 13:59:27 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 54 GREENWAY
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 14:01:15

03/01/2026 14:35:48 PUBLIC SERVICE 1209 N CULVER STREET

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 14:40:17

03/01/2026 14.05:08 GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS 1203 MARY STREET
POLICE DEPT. PERSON

03/01/2026 15:34:51 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 27118
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 15:35:11

03/01/2026 15:43:57 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S SIDE OF SABINE RIVER
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 15:44:15

03/01/2026 16:01:59  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 16:02:04

03/01/2026 16:36:18 GLADEWATER 911 HANGUP 2104 E HAROLD STREET
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 17:49:46 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 18:28:53 AGENCY ASSIST 1513 VESTA AVENUE

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 18:48:52 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 19:48:26 AGENCY ASSIST 4 GREENWAY VILLAGE

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 19:59:23 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/01/2026 20:54:14  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST ECONOMY INN
POLICE DEPT.

03/01/2026 22:02:04 GLADEWATER LOUD NOISE 600 BLK N MAIN STREET
POLICE DEPT. GLADEWATER TX 75647

Sent To Dispatch- 03/01/2026 22:07:30

03/02/2026 01:26:28 AGENCY ASSIST 511 S TYLER ROAD

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 01:29:05 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 02:19:23  GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS 2179 N MAIN STREET
POLICE DEPT. PERSON

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 02:23:25 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 02:56:45  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1204 MARY STREET
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 03:03:17 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 07:31:59 MISCELLANEOUS 1201 FM 2685

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 07:33:08 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 07:47:01 GLADEWATER ANIMAL EDDY/ANDERSON
POLICE DEPT. COMPLAINT

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 07:47:42

03/02/2026 08:20:55  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S LOOP 485/CAVENDERS
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 08:21:17

03/02/2026 09:38:140 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 400 N MAIN STREET

03/02/2026 10:32:36  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP W UPSHUR/W COTTON
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 10:33:19

03/02/2026 10:52:36  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP N MAIN/GREGG
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 10:52:41

03/02/2026 11:38:24 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP N MAIN/CITIZENS BANK
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 11:38:37

03/02/2026 11:45:10  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1009 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 11:47:54 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 12:19:20 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 16 GARDEN LANE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 12:19:34 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 13:16:59  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 2200 W UPSHUR AVENUE
FIRE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 13:17:28 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 13:18:18 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP N MAIN/LAFAYETTE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 13:18:50

03/02/2026 13:50:38 GLADEWATER ASSIST W GAY/LYLE
POLICE DEPT. MOTORIST

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 13:50:56

03/02/2026 156:16:40  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1100 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 15:17:19 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 16:20:43  GLADEWATER ACCIDENT 1700 N MAIN STREET
POLICE DEPT.

03/02/2026 17:43:38 GLADEWATER FIRE 206 E GAY AVENUE
FIRE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 17:43:59 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 18:42:18  GLADEWATER DISTURBANCE 600 W UPSHUR
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 18:43:50

03/02/2026 19:16:47  GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS 2101 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT. VEHICLE

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 19:18:13 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 19:26:04 GLADEWATER DISTURBANCE 601 W UPSHUR AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 19:30:51 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 19:39:27 MISCELLANEOUS 1047 CHEVY CHASE STREET

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 19:41:51 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 21:47:31 GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS 101 E UPSHUR AVENUE
POLICE DEPT. VEHICLE

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 21:51:41 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 21:53:51 GLADEWATER FIRE 522 W MARSHALL STREET
FIRE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 03/02/2026 21:54:31 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

03/02/2026 22:48:57 GLADEWATER FIRE 2214 PINECREST DRIVE

FIRE DEPT.

03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 07:30:41

03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 08:02:03
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 08:29:43
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 08:56:59
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 09:07:56

03/03/2026
Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 09:08:56
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 09:51:30
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 10:19:34

03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 10:39:32

03/03/2026

03/03/2026
Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 14:50:00
03/03/2026
Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 15:17:05
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 15:29:25

03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 16:43:54
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 16:56:24

03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 17:16:25
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 19:47:27
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 20:06:48
03/03/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/03/2026 21:07:20

03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 15:55:49
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 16:06:04
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 16:17:27

03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 16:35:40
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 17:24:14

03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 17:28:00
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 18:37:48
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 18:53:18

02/26/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 02/26/2026 20:23:40

02/26/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 02/26/2026 21:22:20
02/26/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 02/26/2026 21:37:51

02/26/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 02/26/2026 21:38:11

03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 20:11:33
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 21:33:53
03/04/2026

Sent To Dispatch- 03/04/2026 21:36:59

07:29:40  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 900 \B COACH COOKSEY
POLICE DEPT.
08:01:45  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER/HWY 135
POLICE DEPT.
08:29:21 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER/HWY 135
POLICE DEPT.
08:56:39  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER/HWY 135
POLICE DEPT.
09:07:28  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 609 STARNES STREET
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
09:08:40 MISCELLANEOUS 1201 FM 2685
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
09:51:18  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP W UPSHUR/TENERY
POLICE DEPT.
10:18:51 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER/LONE STAR FEED
POLICE DEPT.
10:39:03  GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 509 N FERRY STREET
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
10:48:00 GLADEWATER ESCORT 401 N CENTER STREET
POLICE DEPT.
14:49:31  GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 222 S DEAN STREET
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
15:16:56 MISCELLANEOUS 1404 N RODEO DRIVE
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
156:29:10  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1007 NORTH STREET
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
16:43:34  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP E BROADWAY/PIZZA HUT
POLICE DEPT.
16:54:40  GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 800 S TYLER ROAD
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
17:16:09  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1404 N RODEO DRIVE
FIRE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
19:46:26  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP GARDEN LN
POLICE DEPT.
20:03:57 GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS 2104 E HAROLD
POLICE DEPT. PERSON
21:06:00 GLADEWATER FIRE 707 N HOLLEY
FIRE DEPT.
15:55:35  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER IN FRONT OF PUBLIC
POLICE DEPT. WORKS
16:05:34  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 271 @KINGDOM HALL
POLICE DEPT.
14:38:01 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1008 RICHEY DRIVE
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
16:34:11 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 109 LYLES ST
FIRE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
17:23:40  GLADEWATER FIRE W GAY AVE
FIRE DEPT.
17:26:31 ANIMAL LOOP 485
COMPLAINT
18:36:02  GLADEWATER HARASSMENT LOBBY
POLICE DEPT.
18:51:20  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 322 HAYNES
POLICE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
20:22:26 GLADEWATER FIRE 321 eddy
FIRE DEPT.
21:21:41 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP "SHELL CAMP/GEORGE RITCHY
POLICE DEPT.
21:37:37  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP CENTER/CROLEY
POLICE DEPT.
21:35:02 GLADEWATER LOUD NOISE 303 MAPLE AVE
POLICE DEPT.
20:08:13  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 405 AVALON DRIVE
FIRE DEPT.
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
21:33:18  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S LOOP 485/ S MAIN
POLICE DEPT.
21:18:39  GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 603 E ALLISON AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.

GLADEWATER, TX 75647

GPD) Arrest Report

Arrest Address

Charges

Date Arrestee Name

3/2/2026 STEWART, FREENEA SHARIE

3/3/2026 HAWLEY, DENISELYN
JANETTE

3/4/2026 WILLIAMS, STEPHEN TAYLOR

3/4/2026 TOUCHSTONE, KINNITHW

3/7/2026 THOMAS, ALLISON MARIE

101 E UPSHUR AVENUE

MINOR - PUBLIC INTOXICATION

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

2200 W GAY AVENUE

WARRANT- LOCAL

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

104 N WEST ST

WARRANT- LOCAL

WARRANT- LOCAL

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

1005 W UPSHUR AVENUE

EVADING ARREST DET W/VEH

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

501 N AMES STREET

EVADING ARREST DETENTION

WARRANT - OTHER AGENCY (FELONY)

BURGLARY OF BUILDING

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647
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Thank

You,
Upshur
County

I would like to extend
my sincere gratitude to the
citizens of Upshur County for
the trust and confidence you
have placed in me by electing me as
your next County Judge.

This campaign has been about more

than an election—it has been about the future
of our county. Over the past months I have had the

privilege of visiting with many of you across our communities,
listening to your concerns, your hopes for your families, and

your vision for the place we all call home.

Together we talked about strengthening our local economy,
creating opportunities so our children can stay and build their
futures here, improving our roads and infrastructure, support-
ing our county employees, and working to ease the burden on
property taxpayers through responsible economic growth.

Upshur County is a special place. It is a place built on faith,
hard work, and neighbors helping neighbors. I am humbled by
the opportunity to serve and committed to working with all
citizens, community leaders, and local organizations to move

our county forward.

I would also like to thank the many volunteers, supporters,
and my family who gave their time, encouragement, and belief

in this effort.

The real work begins now. With unity, strong leadership, and
a shared commitment to the future, I am confident that our best

days are ahead.

Thank you again for your support and for the opportunity

to serve.
Respectfully,

L. Brandon Dodd

Upshur County Judge-Elect

POL. ADV. PAID FOR BY L. BRANDON DODD

By Tyler Sutton

The Gladewater Bears base-
' ball team opened district play
i with a trip to West Rusk to take
' on the Raiders and returned
with a 4-3 hard fought victory.
The Bears picked up two runs
in the top of the 1* and added
on in the 3 and 4* inning’s and
the pitching staff held down
the fort to win it. That was fol-
lowed by a trip to Canton to take
part in their tournament where
they went 2-1 in the weather
shortened event with wins over
Jacksonville ( 11-5 ) and Caddo
Mills ( 5-4 ) with their lone
loss to host Canton ( 5-4 ). The
Bears are off to a 9-4 start and
1-0 in district play. They will
next be in action when they
jump back into district play
with a home and home series
with Troup.
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The Gladewater Lady Bears
softball team opened district
play with a home series with
West Rusk as the series began
in West Rusk and in a back and
forth battle, Gladewater lost a
heartbreaker 8-7. West Rusk
jumped out to a 2-0 lead but the
Lady Bears took a 3-2 lead after
three innings. But the Lady
Raiders took a 5-4 lead after
5 innings and held on to win.
Ma’khya Boone homered and
drove in two runs and Alayah
Gordon doubled in the loss for
Gladewater. Janiah Strickland
added two hits, and Katelyn
Pugliese drove in a run for the
Lady Bears. Gordon struck out
four with no walks allowed in
six innings pitched. The return
game in Gladewater was all
Lady Bears as their offense
got hot early and never looked
back as they won 11-1 ina §
inning run rule shortened game.
Tinsley Aldredge tripled twice,
singled, drove in three runs and
got the pitching win. Aldredge
struck out six and walked four,
giving up one earned run in
five innings. Alayah Gordon
doubled and drove in a run for

the Lady Bears. Caydence Mar-
tin doubled and plated two runs.
Reagan Capps had a double and
two RBI. Janiah Strickland fin-
ished with three hits, and Bailey
Childress drove in a run. The
Lady Bears are now 8-14 on the
season and 1-1 in district play
and will next be in action with
ahome and home district series
with Troup.

The White Oak Rough-
necks baseball team finished
up non district play as they
headed to Mount Pleasant to
take part in their tournament
where they went 1-2 with a win
over Paris ( 16-7 ) and losses
to host Mount Pleasant ( 9-1
) and Sulphur Springs ( 5-0 ).
Against Mount Pleasant, Levi
Sipes doubled and Jaxsen Lud-
low singled twice and drove
in the lone White Oak run.
Cason Armstrong and Carson
Rhodes pitched for the Rough-
necks. Against Paris, Jordy
Robertson homered, singled
and drove in four runs and
Jaxsen Ludlow added a double
and three RBI for White Oak.
Levi Sipes singled and drove
in two runs. Tyson McKinney,
Carson Rhodes and Nico Soto
all had two hits and an RBI,
and Sam Malone drove in two
runs. Will Thomas and Tysen
McClain pitched for the Rough-
necks. McClain struck out three
and walked two, giving up
one earned run in 3.2 innings.
Against Sulphur Springs, Sipes
and McKinney had the lone hits
for White Oak. Ludlow struck
out two and walked four in three
innings and lan Owen fanned
one in 2.1 innings of action.
The Roughnecks are now 6-5-1
and will next be in action when
they open up district play with
a home and home series with
Sabine.

The White Oak Ladynecks
had a undefeated week as they
won their final non district game
of the season as they headed to
Jefferson and came back with

8-6 victory. Emma Fisher
tripled, singled and drove in
two runs, and Kylie Caraway,
Madi Baker and Makayla Fobb
all doubled for White Oak.
Caraway had three hits and
an RBI for White Oak, which
trailed 5-3 before scoring five
times in the top of the sixth.
Baker added two hits and two
RBI. Fobb had three hits. Fisher
added two hits and two RBI and
Kinnadie Rayson two hits and
two RBI. White Oak continues
their amazing start with a 19-2
record and will next be in action
Jjumping back into district play
with a home and home series
with Sabine.

The Union Grove Lions
baseball team continued their
non district schedule as they
hosted Linden-Kildare and
won easily 16-5 . That was
followed by hosting their own
Union Grove booster tourna-
ment where they were only
able to get 1 game in because
of mother nature but they did
Como-Pickton 3-0. The Lions
are now 6-3-1 on the season and
will next be in action when they
open district play with a home
and home series with Beckville.

The Union Grove Lady
Lions softball team opened up
district play as they played two
with Waskom with game one
in Union Grove where Jada
Spencer tripled and drove in a
run for UG. Chyanne Haines
and Avery Woodley added two
hits apiece. Aubrey Maxwell
singled twice and drove in a
run, and Maci Barbo chipped in
with a single and an RBI. Game
two in Waskom was another
offensive explosion for the
Lady Lions as they lead 11-0
after two innings and cruised
to a 23-8 victory. Union Grove
improves to 4-7 and 2-0 in dis-
trict play and will next be in
action over spring break with
a home and home series with
Beckuville.

See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Bailey’s ACE

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX

Sé 8:00-6:00

S;ll; 1:00-5:00 9038455787
BAPTIST

Calvary Baptist « 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist + 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church « 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist » 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church « 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church ¢ 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church ¢ 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist * 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist + 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist * 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible » 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist « 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist ¢ 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist « 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ ¢« 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church ¢« 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church « 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran + 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center » 903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene  903-845-4425
METHODIST
First Methodist Church Gladewater « 903-845-2565
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church « 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist * 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist « 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Since 1936
300 Hwy. 80 East
Gladewater
903.845.2222

J.O.

Williams

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church « 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal « 903-845-2922
Northside Pentecostal
Abundant Life Temple * 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian ¢ 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church
Living Hope Fellowship « 903-261-2023
Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holinesse 903-845-8195

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for

ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

* Sk %k Kk Kk &

COMMUNITIES
DEPEND ON LOCAL

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly
newspaper every month.

NEWSPAPERS

ca’s papers 2023 Local
conducted by Coda Ventures.

per Study

MANNA HOUSE

e Ofodd Store House”

MannaHouseofGladewater.org

903-845-4066

Manna House of Gladewater
P.0. Box 808 « Gladewater, Texas 75647

Off-Hours Drop-Offs: 1710 N. Main St. in Gladewater
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Start the new
year clog-free!

0il, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

Claim by: 02/28/2026

16% OFF + 10/ g:s:;;g;::‘zzzézzz‘::zi%" 806.620.1422
1080 MINERALS, LiC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408  LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

LeafFilter-

7, FL (BC0S6678, 1D RCE-51604, A 12 A 559544, M. Mm( 25 MA 213292, MI zmun 623003:
91,NESD s NV 86990, A zvmi Bsow w%z 47304, R 218294, PA PAT79643. B GC-41354, 095 l.'l 083 55 ssn vr
010 dre(o nized LeafFiltr as the

NEED EXTRA CASH !l ??2?

1 BUY RVs &
MOBILE HOMES

Travel Trailers « 5th Wheels
Goosenecks « Bumper Pulls

In Any Area!!! Any Condition!!! .-m'

Old/New !!! Dirty or Clean !l!

I PAY CASH 956-466-7001
No Title — No Problem — We Can Apply For One
ANR Enterprises

Published Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that letters of guardianship for the person and estate of HOLDEN
SMITH, an incapacitated person, were issued on March 2, 2026, in Docket N0.2025-0234-E,
pending in the County Court At Law No.2 of Gregg County, Texas, to SHANNA RODGERS,
Guardian, as guardian of the person and estate.

The residence of Guardian is in Gregg County, Texas, and the mailing address is: follows:
Guardian of the person and estate of HOLDEN SMITH, ¢/o SHANNA RODGERS, 19 Spring
Valley Circle, Longview, TX.

Douglas Gilpin
c¢/o John R. Jarvis
326 S. Fannin

All persons having claims against this estate, which is currently being administered, are Tyler, TX 75702

required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated

Notice is given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of FRANCES E.
COWEN were issued on March 3, 2026, in Docket No. 2025-0373-E. pending in the County
Court at Law Number 2 of Gregg County, Texas, to DOUGLAS WAYNE GILPIN. All persons
having claims against the estate, which is presently being administered, are required to submit

them. within the time and manner prescribed by law. and before the estate is closed, addressed as

3-5-232¢L

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

SIGNED on March 5, 2026.

cowntiey anne favia
J

Courtney Anne Harris

State Bar No. 24080434
courtney@hamsandnarmistx.com
Matthew C, Hormis

Joih R. Jgfvis
ttorney/ for Executor of the Estate of FRANCES

E. COWEN

State Bar No. 24059904
mchZmatthamisdaw.com

HH Read
Local

Longview, TX 75508
(503) 757-7500 (tel)
Local company.
Local joumalists.

[03) 2158447 ([fox)
hamsandharmst.com

Local stories.

City of Gladewater
Phase 2 Wastewater System Improvements
TWDB Project No. 73958

A public meeting is being held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at 6:00PM at Gladewater City Hall, Council
Chambers, 519 E Broadway, Gladewater, Texas 75647 to discuss the City of Gladewater’s proposed Phase
2 Wastewater System Improvements project.

This proposed project aims to address the aged and deteriorating sewer collection system by replacing
approximately 5,600 linear feet of existing sanitary sewer main, including replacing twenty-two associated
manholes. The proposed project also includes the rehabilitation of elements of the wastewater treatment
plant. This will include replacing the gate on the splitter box for the equalization ponds, replacing the
paddles in the bottom of the grit chamber, repairing cracks in the clarifier walls, replacing catwalks on the
clarifiers and oxidization ditch, and cleaning and repainting the handrails on the clarifiers. In addition, a grid
system in the sludge drying beds, a dumpster to collect dried sludge at the belt filter press, and a
Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system to monitor the plant and the four largest lift
stations will be installed.

One of the purposes of this hearing is to discuss the potential environmental impacts of the project and
alternatives to it.

The total estimated cost of the project is $4,100,000.00. The average monthly residential sewer bill is
currently $41.48. A user rate increase will not be required to finance this project. In addition, a connection
feeftax/surcharge/other fee will not be required. An application for financial assistance for the project has
been filed with the Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas, 78711-3231. An
Environmental Information Document for the project has been prepared which will be available for public
review at the City of Gladewater City Hall, 519 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater, Texas 75647 between the
hours of 8 AM and 5 PM for 30 days following the date of this notice. Written comments on the proposed
project may be sent to the City of Gladewater City Hall, 519 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater, Texas 75647,
to Schaumberg and Polk, Inc at [crossman@spi-eng.com, or to the Texas Water Development Board.

Approximately 4,900 LF of the sanitary sewer main is located within areas designated by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) as Zone AE. Zone AE is defined as the 100-year floodplain (base
flood elevation determined), with a 1% chance of annual flooding. The remaining approximate 410 LF of
the sanitary sewer line are located within the Floodway. The Floodway is defined as the area needed to
discharge the base flood without increasing water surface elevation above a designated height.
Approximately 12.1 acres of the WWTP is located within Zone AE and 8.1 acres are located within the
Floodway. The remaining 1.6 acres of WWTP are located within FEMA Zone X500. Zone X500 is defined
as areas of moderate flood hazard, determined to be within the limits of 0.2% and 1% annual chance of
flooding.

The proposed improvements consist of replacements and rehabilitation of existing infrastructure. The
footprint of the project will not change; therefore, this project will cause no loss of floodwater storage.

Based on the results of the delineation of waters of the U.S., Hydrex has identified six (6) streams and two
(2) wetlands within the sanitary sewer main project area. There were no streams or wetlands delineated
within the WWTP project area. Alternatives to construction in a wetland, potential impacts on wetlands, and
proposed mitigation measures will be addressed during the public meeting.

This meeting is to be held in conformance with the above Public Meeting Notice as advertised.

Charlie Smith, City Manager

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Protect public notices
in newspapers and
protect FEIg right to kmow,

America's Newspapers is a national association supporting
joumalism and healthy newspapers in our local communities,
Find out more at wwwinewspapers.org or follow us on

Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers

America's%
Newspapers

newspapers.org/public-notices
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Longview Trade Days

will be held

March 14-15

| atthe Longview

| Fairgrounds

1123 Jaycee Drive
Longview 3
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Saturday
9a.m.-4p.m.
Sunday
10 a.m.- 4 p.m.

www.greggcountyfair.com

For Booth Rental Call

903-753-4478
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THANK YOU

FOR YOUR SIJPP[IRT

_ >

Union Grove One Act Play is advancing to Bi-District with a clutch of awards
already in-hand including All Star Crew — Bri Bowling, Honorable Mention All
Star Cast — Peyton Hancock and Hunter Rogers, All Star Cast — Kenneth

| am deeply grateful to
the voters of Precinct 3
for re-electing me as your
Justice of the Peace. It
is an honor to serve this
community, and | remain
committed to upholding
the law with fairness,
integrity, and dedication.

Thank you for your
continued trust.

Respectfully,

RHONDA WELCH

UPSHUR COUNTY PCT. 3
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE

POL. ADV. PAID FOR BY RHONDA WELCH

THANK
YOU

for your prayers.

wish in his future.

will be, by the better angels of our nature.”

Flanagan and Makynlie Young aong with Best Performer — Shane Deaton.

Gladewater welcomes $48K annual
Agreement with grant consultant

By James Draper

After demurring on the first proffer of
service, Gladewater City Council members
are now embracing Lone Star Consulting’s
Steve Hofmann and crossing their fingers
he’ll deliver again with mutually-beneficial
federal funding.

After a previous ‘No’ from city leaders, it
was Hofmann who led the charge to secure
$1.5 million from the Department of Home-
land Security via FEMA funding. Those
funds are pointed toward the Lake Glade-
water Dam, they’re just in a holding pattern
during the ongoing partisan tug-of-war in
Washington, D.C.

When Hoffman saw that grant window
opened, Gladewater Mayor Brandy Flanagan
said, “He pretty much pro bono said, ‘Hey,
let me prove myself.’” He hopped on it. We got
all the letters in that needed to be in from all
the elected officials. He got everything on his
end that he needed,” she added. “Everybody
just went all hands on deck and was really
trying to go after this and get it. We were
able to secure it.

“It is tied up right now in the only part of
the government that is fighting it out at the
federal level.”

According to widespread reports, last
week’s ouster of embattled Department of
Homeland Security chief Kristi Noem may

To My Upshur County Friends and Neighbors:

Before settling into the job you have entrusted to me, I want very much to pause to say “thank you” in all sincerity
for your trust. “Thank you” for your friendship. “Thank you” for your support. And, most importantly, “thank you”

I am deeply humbled by your support and will dedicate my talents and time serving you to the best of my
abilities. I am imperfect and there may be times when we disagree over what the pursuit of justice should look like.
I will, however, listen to you and hold close your thoughts as I pursue justice one case at a time for our greater good.

Please know I will continue to lift high in prayer my Upshur County family and friends as I seek to serve you. I ask
the same from you for no prayers go unanswered or neglected by our Heavenly Father.

I wish also to congratulate Joey Fenlaw for running a clean and honorable campaign and extend to him every good

Finally, a wise gentleman spoke at one of our campaign events that so inspired me that I visited with him afterward
because I recognized the language. He told me his message was taken from President Abraham Lincoln’s first inaugural
address, delivered on March 4, 1861, at a time when seven states had already seceded from the Union. President
Lincoln concluded his address with this plea to reconciliation:

“We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained it must not break our
bonds of affection. The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living
heart and hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely it

As this vocation you have entrusted to me unfolds, I will endeavor to protect and promote the bonds of our affection
as Americans in this great land. Justice for all requires no less.

ease the DHS funding deadlock in D.C. and
pave the way for Gladewater (and other com-
munities) to receive earmarked funding.

In any case, “There’s no red flags that it is
not going to go through,” Flanagan said, and
Hofmann’s ready for more: “He’s coming back
now... that he has proven himself.

“We can do another round of this for the
dam infrastructure,” and other projects are
on the table as well, with funding for law
enforcement and the fire department pos-
sible as well as infrastructure dollars. “One
discussion we have quite frequently is we
have one water source in our town, and how
do we ensure public safety if something were
to happen to it?”

Lone Star Consulting is identifying grants
that could fund additional water towers as well
as tie-ins to other water sources.

“To me, personally, I would definitely want
to proceed forward with him. To me, he has
more than proved himself.”

The LSC retainer to secure Infrastructure
Act funding will cost the city $4,000 monthly.
If funding efforts are successful, there will
also be a2.5% ‘Community Engagement’ fee
paid if and when grant funds are dispersed.

“As long as the guy produces just as he just
did earlier this year, I’ve got no problem pay-
ing the guy,” councilman Milton Anderson
said. “He did us pretty solid as well.”

Sincerely,

Barry Clark Wallace
March 4, 2026

Pol. Adv. Paid for by Barry Clark Wallace,
BCW Treasurer P.O. Box 1408, Gladewater, Texas 75647-1408
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