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White Oak
liquor election
petition turns

to May 27

There won’t be a local
option liquor election on
White Oak ballots come
November, but a signature
drive is still underway for a
May 2027 decision.

Petition circulator Linda
Perdue is collecting the nec-
essary names for a client, a
developer who aims to estab-
lish a retail business in town
if voters agree. Right now,
Perdue’s asking registered
residents to sign on to putting
the question to a vote in the
near future.

To call the local option
election, per state guidelines
the petitioners must gather
signatures equal to 35 percent
of voters who turned out for
the last gubernatorial elec-
tion, about 2400 in this case.
Their 60-day timeframe began
in late May to draw the neces-
sary 835 backers.

An initial deadline passed
last week, according to White
Oak City Secretary & Finance
Director Kristine Toon, and
another is ahead.

“She was unable to get
enough signatures to get it on
the November ballot,” Toon
confirmed. “That is a hard-set
deadline. They have so-many
days before the election that it
has to be turned in, then our
city council has to vote on it”
to place the measure on an
upcoming ballot.

“It was all about the tim-
ing.”

Those collected so far are
still within the 60-day petition
window. There are days left
until the next cut-off.

“She can still gather signa-
tures until Monday, July 27. If
she were to get enough signa-
tures, it would then be able to
be placed on the May ballot.”

Gardens.
the Money Street assisted living facility Saturday.

who don’t get visits often at nursing homes,”
July 18 Wheelchair Wash.

Continued on Page 3
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Gladewater first responders work the scene of a two-vehicle collision at
the intersection of W. Upshur Ave. and Rodeo Monday morning. The
vehicles’ occupants were quickly out and on their feet, and an ambulance

responded to the scene, as well. Gladewater Fire Department and
Gladewater Police were dispatched to the spot at 10:50 am July 20. A
stream of commenters online lamented the lack of a caution light at the
intersection, urging residents and commuters to contact Texas Department
of Transportation for re-consideration. Photo by James Draper

RIDE & SHINE

Church volunteers put sparkle back in local seniors’ wheels

The chrome’s shining and the wheels are squeaky clean and ready to roll at Sentinel
Volunteers from Gladewater Church of the Nazarene brought suds and sunshine to

“We were just thinking how we could reach out to the community, especially those
says Karla Griffin, co-organizer of the

Brainstorming with Michele Stone, another leader on the congregation’s Missions
effort, the pair happened on the idea online and soon found ready, willing, able and
eager helpers looking to bless wheelchair- and walker-bound residents.
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Locals indicted by
Upshur grand jury

By Phillip Williams

The Upshur County Grand Jury recently returned 14 indict-
ments, including one apiece against four Gladewater area resi-
dents, said District Attorney Barry Clark Wallace.

Three of the 14, returned July 9 in Gilmer, were sealed since
no arrest had been made in those cases, he said in a press release.

Defendants, charges, and bond information in the open
indictments was as follows, said Wallace:

David Lee Blalock Jr., 62, of Gladewater, possession of child
pornography; depiction of sexual assault of a child on March
17. He was originally charged in Gregg County and jailed
there when the Longview Police Department discovered the
offenses actually occurred in Upshur County, resulting in his
being indicted in Upshur.

Blalock had been released to Gregg County on March 27.
He remained under $400,000 bond, set in that county, in its
county jail in Longview, but was scheduled to be transferred
to Upshur County, where bond was to be re-set, “very likely”
higher than the $400,000.

Courtney D. Carver, 36, of Gladewater, possession of con-
trolled substance (methamphetamine) last Sept. 6. She was
freed on $25,000 bond.

Ingris Lizeth Zavala-Castro, 32, of Gladewater, aggravated
assault with a deadly weapon on Feb. 13. She remained in
Upshur County Jail in Gilmer on other charges.

Dion Don Patton, 17, of Gladewater, theft from person on
May 3, 2026. He was released on $10,000 bond.

Joseph Lewis Underwood, a Gilmerite who turned 46 July
14, was charged in a single indictment with three counts of
sexual assault of a child, all on April 1, 2025. He remained in
Upshur County Jail on other charges.

Adrian Okeith Johnson, 29, of Gilmer, unlawful possession
of firearm by felon--enhanced last Nov. 23. He was freed on
$25,000 bond.

(Charges can be “enhanced,” meaning the potential pun-
ishment for the offense is increased from the normal range,
under certain circumstances, such as the defendant having a
prior conviction).

Jimmy Charles Cullins, 55, of Diana, possession of controlled
substance (methamphetamine) on April 29, 2026. He remained
in county jail under $75,000 bond.

Kelly Leigh Davis, 49, of Holly Lake Ranch, possession of
controlled substance (methamphetamine) on April 14, 2026.
She remained in county jail under $15,000 bond.

Robert Marlin McMillan, 75, of Gilmer, possession of con-
trolled substance (methamphetamine) on May 16, 2025. He was
released on $50,000 bond.

Justin Stephen West, 37, of Longview, evading arrest/deten-
tion with a vehicle on April 3. He remained jailed without bond
on a “blue warrant” from the state government alleging parole
violation, and was also being held on a federal remand/detainer.

Aaron Lee Shaw, 45, of Gilmer, continuous violence against
the family on April 27. Shaw denied the charges in a telephone
conversation with The Mirror on the day he was freed on
$25,000 bond last Thursday, saying he acted in self-defense.

Chicken breeding spurs complains

By Phillip Williams

Upshur County Commis-
sioners Court last week heard
residents of the Bamboo Road
area express concerns about
Wayne-Sanderson Farms’ plan
to establish a chicken breeding
operation on that road, and the
court then heard a representa-
tive of the firm respond.

At the end of the July 15
discussion in Gilmer, County
Judge Todd Tefteller said he
would set up a meeting involv-
ing parties involved in the issue.

Earlier in the discussion, Pre-
cinct 3 Commissioner Michael
Ashley had suggested having a
meeting involving citizens, the
Sanderson firm, and certain

public officials, as well as ~ area safe, Osborn said.

County Judge-Elect L. Bran-
don Dodd.

Jamie Osborn, a resident of
the Pleasant Grove community
near Big Sandy, opened the
discussion by saying many
citizens had serious concerns
about the proposed facility’s
impact on such things as air,
roads and property values.

She said many oppose an
“industrial chicken opera-
tion” which is proposed at the
rural road’s end. Many Pleas-
ant Grove area residents feel
“unheard,” and “uncertain”
of what the proposed project’s
benefits would be, and are only
asking to be heard and keep the

Mandi Mischnick told the
court Bamboo Road “was
not built” for commerical
truck traffic and, charging the
Wayne-Sanderson firm with
“callousness,” said it should
pay for damages to the road.

“Why should everyone else
in the community?” have to
pay to repair it, she asked, also
questioning the safety of the
bridge on Bamboo.

Mischnick further said she
believed zoning and land use
fell within the commission-
ers court’s “purview” (which
Google defines as “the scope
of the influence and concerns

Continued on Page 8

White Oak leaders consider naming ballpark for Fears

Tracey Fears’ passion for Little League is at the forefront of White Oak officials’
minds as they seek a way to honor the former public works director.

The longtime civil servant, a dedicated mentor to young ballplayers for years,
was killed in a traffic collision June 13. Leadership at White Oak Baseball
Association has reached out to city leaders about renaming the baseball/softball

complex at Pennick Park in his honor.

“The facilities currently have no set name,” White Oak City Coordinator Jimmy

Purcell confirmed Monday. There are more discussions to be had and the days
and weeks ahead, and the decision will ultimately fall to council members:
“He was an umpire for many years. If they want to do that, then I’ll put that
on the agenda.” White Oak council members discussed the position of public
works director in closed session during their regular July 14 meeting.

“Colton Apple is going to be interim public works director until Oct. 1,” Pur-

cell said, and city leaders are looking internally for Fears’ long-term successor.

Gladewater ISD sells bonds, preps bus order

Gladewater ISD has successfully sold the bonds from this spring’s $8.1 million
election —now the work begins, and expanding the district’s bus fleet is up first.
There was a series of obligatory tasks to check off the list after 73 percent of

voters approved the bond issue in the May 2 election.

While taking care of the necessities, “We’ve been watching the markets to
make sure we would get the right rates,” GISD Superintendent Rac Ann Patty
confirmed July 17. “We wanted to be good stewards of the taxpayers’ money,
so we wanted until the market got better in July then we sold the bonds.”

Across Texas, school districts are working to comply with last year’s Senate
Bill 546, which requires all public school buses be equipped with three-point

seat belts by 2029. It will come at a substantial cost across the Lone Star State,
whether in upgrading existing buses or retiring vehicles and replacing them with
units that already meet the requirements set by the 89th Legislature.

Replacing select buses is the first order of business for the district’s $8.1 mil-

lion bond issue, crafted to avoid a tax rate increase by staying within GISD’s
debt margin. Other planned projects include a broad HVAC upgrade, new paint
and furnishings for Gladewater Primary School and High School, additional
investment in Career & Technical Education, security upgrades and more.
“We’ve already gotten the purchase order approved to buy the buses,” Patty
said, “then we’re getting ready to start talking about what’s next after the buses.”
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QOPINION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Simple gifts ...

“Beauty is in the eye of the beholder” is an old phrase that we
have heard so many times it doesn’t have much wallop as far as
truisms go. Of course beauty can be in the heart and the soul as
well. And beauty certainly is open to interpretation.

What do YOU find beautiful? What fuels your sense of
wonder?

Most likely the love of family is at the top of your list.
Family writes the majority of our history for many of us. If we
have loving, grounded, responsible parents we tend to become
that way as adults. If we didn’t have that foundation we have
to work very hard to create it. That is certainly a worthy goal
to expend our efforts on.

Faith inspires many of us. After all, if we are only living for
this day it all seems too overwhelming and futile. I happen to
believe that there is a Love that is much greater than the love
I share with my family and friends. I also happen to believe
that our individual gifts are carefully designed. Gifts that grace
others.

I can not draw, paint, sing, or play an instrument well. At one
time I had a tiny bit of athleticism but too many injuries have led
to awkwardness of gait and the limitations that come with that.

So I have to dig deep, really deep to uncover my talents. As
a teacher I had the ability to recognize raw talent and help kids
find their niche. One of my favorites in the last class I taught
was kicked out of drama class in the middle of the fall semester.
I went to the principal and asked that the ‘wild child’ be placed
in my publication program. The principal balked, I begged, and
despite dire warnings from the administrator about what would
happen I had a brand spanking new scholastic journalist.

He is now an editor at the University of North Texas
publication program and has a summer internship with the
Dallas Morning News.

IKNEW where that kid needed to be. Now I work in a world
where the opportunity to exercise my gift is almost nonexistent.
We adults get burdened by the day-in and day-out necessity
of making a living, of dealing with health problems, financial
problems, work and family problems...life.

We need to ignite our passion. Especially as a way to infuse
more joy into our lives. What do you love to do? I love to read.
If I don’t have a book, newspaper or magazine I will read a
cereal box. No kidding. It is amazing what you can learn from
packaging.

The Five-Year Outlook for
the Texas Economy

Even with current challenges and uncertainty, our latest
projections call for significant growth in the Texas economy
over the next five years. The current environment involves
notable potential for volatility, but the state is well positioned
for ongoing expansion. (We’ve discussed many of the key
patterns affecting performance in recent columns which are
available on our website if you'd like more detail.)

Although the pace of growth was slower than in previous
years at both the national and the state level, Texas was the
top state in terms of numeric population growth from July
2024 to July 2025. Some 391,240 new residents were added
— about 1,072 new Texans per day. Along with population
growth, Texas has gradually improved in educational attain-
ment levels over the past decade. This combination will help
meet the need for workers.

Texas captured its 14th straight Site Selection magazine’s
Governor’s Cup, awarded to the state that attracted the most
major job-creating business location and expansion projects
over the past year. Two additional awards to the state resulted
in a “Triple Crown” of economic development accolades.
Recent headlines indicate that 2026 is likely to be another
positive year. In addition to strong growth in financial ser-
vices and the opening of the TXSE, major investments in
other areas have been announced or are underway.

Texas is emerging as a primary destination for massive
data center projects, which provide the infrastructure neces-
sary to support the Al boom. Approximately one-fourth of
all new activity (around 140 projects) is presently ongoing in
the state. We’ve analyzed dozens of them, and they are game
changers for local economies. As with any major construc-
tion endeavor, there can be short-term disruptions during
development, and there have been some past examples of
poorly conceived projects. With proper planning, however,
data centers represent a significant opportunity for quality
jobs and tax revenue to be used to meet local needs.

The conflict in the Middle East sent oil prices surging (at
least temporarily). Higher oil prices clearly bring certain
benefits to Texas, but they are somewhat concentrated by
industry and geography (though the vast supplier network
stretches across the state). The ultimate net effect will only
be determined once the still-volatile crisis has subsided.

Our most recent forecast calls for an increase in Texas
wage and salary employment of 1.78% per year through 2030,
resulting in a total gain of almost 1.4 million. If should be
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I love to analyze movies and music lyrics. I love to watc
people and how they do what they do, as well as ponder th
eternal questions of “Why?”

Saturday night on Jim’s continuing gift to me of the ‘Gra
& Grayer’ concert tour he took me to see Brian Wilson (of th
Beach Boys) perform. Brian who has been through much pai
in his life was stony faced, but his bandmates played and san
with abandon a music with harmonies so beautiful they brougt
listeners almost to tears. Brian’s lyrics and music were at time
so complex and philosophical that if you were in ‘the momen’
you were carried somewhere else.

Music is a great passion for many people. It certainly is fc
me. Although I really can’t sing a lick worth listening to I belt :
out in the car. At church, people in the pew in front of me hav
been known to lean forward to get out of the line of fire. But the
is what music does to us, it fuels our souls and removes us fror
the struggles of the moment. It frees us to a deeper experienc
than we generally allow in our mundane daily living.

Beauty in music is a matter of taste. Sometimes it is acquire
when we become educated to a genre like opera. Sometimes :
is raw like the blues and speaks to our experiences and feelings
Sometimes it is visceral and all about the rhythm.

When we share our passion with others it multiplies the joy
I hope that this week you spend time enjoying work that you ar
passionate about. I hope that you find time to enjoy music, ar
nature, pets, gardening, a book or hobby that brings you grez
enjoyment and reminds you of the simpler gifts of life. One
that are readily available to all of us.

Those gifts surround us, We just need the eyes to see, th
ears to hear and the willingness to make the time to embrac
the joy these simple gifts can bring us.

Thope you discover the gifts that surround you this week an
infuse more passion and joy into each of your days.

Happy hunting.

Dr. Ray
Perryman

THEECONOMIST

noted, however, that current headwinds indicate that much
of this expansion will be deferred into the later years of the
projection horizon. The current environment is replete with
challenges, and the path will likely be uneven, but growth
potential over the next five years and beyond is substantial.
Stay safe!

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Executive

Officer of The Perryman Group (www.perrymangroup.

com), which has served the needs of more than 3,000
clients over the past four decades.

Gary Borders

Flooding batters Hill Country again

A massive amount of rain once again engulfed the Hill Country,
causing widespread flooding in several counties, including Uvalde,
Kerr, Kendall and Gillespie. At least two fatalities were reported
near Comfort and Uvalde.

More than 270 people were rescued. Damage was widespread from
rains bringing as much as 25 inches to parts of Kerr County and 10
to 15 inches in other counties.That is much lower than the toll from
last summer’s flooding, which killed more than 130 statewide, the
San Antonio Express-News reported.

Officials and residents credit improved warning systems, includ-
ing text alerts and flood sirens, and fewer people clustering on riv-
erbanks, since it was not a holiday weekend — unlike the July 4,
2025, flood. Law enforcement officials fanned out to campgrounds,
hotels and RV parks as the floodwaters began to raise, though this
time the flooding built up over a few days.

“We weren’t caught off guard by something nobody expected,”
state Rep. Wes Virdell, R-Brady, said at a news conference Friday.
“We had a lot of critical, key people that were in the proper locations
that were very instrumental in helping us. Residents were very aware
of the possibility of what’s going to happen when that river floods.”

Gov. Greg Abbott signed a major disaster declaration seeking
federal assistance for rebuilding efforts in 28 affected counties.

State agencies asked to cut spending
by 3% in next budget cycle

Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, and House Speaker Dustin Burrows
announced their top four priorities for the 2028-2029 budget cycle
last week, including requiring state agencies to reduce base spend-
ing requests by 3%. Other priorities include addressing affordability
concerns, fully funding public education, supporting teachers, and
advancing property tax reform.

In a news release, Abbott said the budget guidance “protects our
historic investments in public education and teachers, delivers even
more property tax relief, and makes the cost of living more manage-
able for Texas families through strict standards of efficiency and
accountability from every state agency.”

Abbott paid $25K to rent elephant

Gov. Greg Abbott’s reelection campaign paid $25,000 to rent
Paige the elephant for the state GOP convention from an exhibitor
that failed to register with the city of Houston before bringing the
elephant to the George R. Brown Convention Center, according to
the Chronicle.

A campaign finance report revealed the amount the campaign
paid to East Texas Elephant Experience to parade her at the June
convention. The city’s regulatory division said it had no record the
company registered as a licensed exhibitor at least 20 days before
the event as required by city code.

Klayton Rutherford of PETA said the payment rewards an exotic
animal entertainment industry that has come under criticism over
its treatment of elephants.
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ism?

Today, atheism, and it’s offspring, evolution and secular humanism, new-ageism, Eastern
mysticism, and a host of other “isms” are making huge inroads into the thinking of many people.
These theories and philosophies suppress the truth that God is. They proudly teach that God isn’t!
They believe the world and all that is in it, including man, got here without God, and God has no
part to play in one’s life. To them, God is out of the picture. He has been suppressed in their minds.

Because the truth of God is suppressed, people believe and do anything and everything imag-
inable. The ethics of the Bible, and Christianity prevail less and less in our society. Our moral and
spiritual foundation is deteriorating! Godly virtues like honesty, purity, kindness and patience are
evaporating before our very eyes. Sexual morality, and marital faithfulness are being seriously un-
dermined and eroded. The media flaunts every sort of lewd, ungodly behavior and belief that a few
short years ago would have been unthinkable and unacceptable in the population as a whole. Who
would have thought our country would legalize abortion, and same-sex marriage, and transgender-

Even if you are a perpetual optimist, you are forced to face the fact that spiritual, religious,
and moral chaos is slowly gripping our civilization. Just as in Romans 1: 18, truth is being “sup-
pressed in unrighteousness.” But God does not force people to believe and serve Him. He allows
humanity to do what it wants to do, and become trapped in its own evil deeds. He hopes they will
see their sad condition and repent (2 Pet. 3: 9); that they will sicken of the “bad news” and look for
the “good news.” His concern and love are seen in Christ and His gospel (good news) (Rom. 5: 8).
In His gospel the righteousness of God is revealed (Rom. 1: 16-17). It is God’s power to save sin-
ful man, if man will only believe it. Will you, my friend? Think on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.
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Gladewater Middle School 8th grade Science
teacher Leah Bickerdike (left) was recently
honored as a nominee for Region VIl Teacher of
the Year.

Library’s American history
lecture series wraps Aug. 6

The final installment of Lee-Bardwell Public Library Ameri-
can history lecture series will include some throwback snacks
to the Revolutionary War.

The third part of a trio of talks by Dr. M. Rhys Dotson will
focus on ‘After the Revolution.’

“We’re basically going to conclude the Revolution and talk
about the politics, which is not something people often think
about — how things came about, how much animosity there
was,” library director Brandy Winn says. The young republic
won the war, the battle began: “It could be considered the fight
for freedom.

In other words, she quipped, “Let’s have some fun and talk
about who hated who and what they did to each other.”

Set for 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 6, it’s the final lesson from
Dotson, adapted from his lectures as an associate professor at
the University of Texas at Tyler. Previous talks include ‘Precur-
sors to the Revolutionary War’ and ‘The US Revolution War:
Independence & Ramifications,” coinciding with this year’s
semiquincentennial America 250 celebrations.

The finale will include some special snacks inspired by the
early days of the United States.

“We’ll do homemade bread with cider and fresh churned
butter,” Winn said.

ETCOG to hold public hearing on
TxCDBG project priority types

ETCOG will hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, August 6,
2026, at 12:00 p.m. during its Executive Committee meeting
at 3800 Stone Road, Kilgore, Texas.

The purpose of the hearing is to gather public input on the
Texas Community Development Block Grant (TxCDBG) Pro-
gram Regional Project Priority Types for the East Texas region.
As part of the standard TxCDBG process, each Council of Gov-
ernments region in Texas is encouraged to identify the project
types that best reflect regional needs and priorities.

During the hearing, ETCOG’s Executive Committee will
receive comments from local officials, stakeholders, and mem-
bers of the public regarding which eligible project categories
should be prioritized for East Texas. These priorities may
include needs such as water and sewer infrastructure, street
improvements, housing, and other eligible community devel-
opment activities.

Regional project priority types play an important role in the
TxCDBG application process. The priorities adopted by ETCOG
will be submitted to the Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA),
which administers the TxCDBG program, for use in the upcom-
ing funding cycle. Regional priorities account for a portion of
the scoring used to evaluate grant applications.

ETCOG encourages anyone with an interest in community
development needs across East Texas to attend the hearing and
provide input during the public comment period.

TPW community outdoor
outreach program grant
announces application workshops

The CO-OP Grant team will host a series of Grant Application
Workshops to cover all the elements needed for a competitive
application. The CO-OP Grant will begin accepting project pro-
posals August 3, 2026, through October 1, 2026, at 5 pm CST.
Grant Awards will be announced March 1, 2027, and programs
will take place over 18 months. Find out more at www.etcog.
org/texas-parks-and-wildlife-grant-application-workshops.

Rotarian Jon Keller welcomes
luncheon speaker Andra Baggett (center),

Gladewater

Gladewater ISD Director of Curriculum &
Instruction, alongside GISD Superintendent Rae
Ann Patty July 16.
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The 90th legislative session

begins in January

Mortgage delinquencies up among first-time homeowners

First-time homeowners in Texas are increasingly failing to
make their mortgage payments on time, the Houston Chron-
icle reported. Increasing homeowner insurance costs are the
primary culprit, according to data from the Federal Housing
Administration.

Most FHA borrowers are first-time homebuyers and typi-
cally have lower credit ratings and less money for a down pay-
ment, making them more vulnerable to rising monthly costs.
Roughly 6% of FHA loans in Texas were at least 90 days past
due, up from 3.7% a year earlier.

“This unfortunately positions Texas at the epicenter of the
national affordability squeeze,” Scott Norman, CEO of the
Texas Mortgage Bankers Association, told state lawmakers
in June.

Home insurance rates have increased by an average of 80%
since 2020, according to the Texas Department of Insurance.
Compounding the situation, homeowners with low credit scores
are paying almost $3,000 more annually for home insurance
than those with high credit scores.

Late payments on conventional mortgages have remained
flat, with less than 1% of borrowers seriously behind on their
payments.

Howden named Texas SOS

Abbott has named Robert S. Howden to succeed Jane Nelson
as Texas secretary of state, according to the Texas Standard.
Nelson left office on July 17.

Howden has served as Abbott’s legislative director since
September 2024. He will serve as interim secretary until the
legislative session begins in January, when he will need to be
confirmed by the Texas Senate.

“His experience in the legislative process and extensive public
service have prepared him to protect the integrity of Texas elec-
tions and represent our state with strength on the global stage,”
Abbott said in announcing Howden’s appointment.

The office’s primary responsibility is overseeing elections
and voter rolls. It also oversees business filings, such as limited
liability corporations and other entities.

Talarico holds fundraising edge

With less than four months before the November general
election, Democratic nominee James Talarico has vastly out-
raised his GOP rival Ken Paxton in the U.S. Senate race, the
Chronicle reported.

The Austin-area state legislator ended June with a bank bal-
ance of $21.5 million, according to newly filed documents with
the Federal Election Commission. After factoring in expenses,
incumbent senator Paxton’s campaign was left with a balance
of just $1.7 million.

Both candidates are heavily backed by so-called super
PACs. The Talarico-aligned PAC has $21.6 million in the
bank, including $10 million from LinkedIn co-founder Reid
Hoffman. The Paxton-aligned PAC, which spent heavily in his
successful runoff against incumbent U.S. Sen. John Cornyn,
was left with just $35,000 to start July.

Talarico hopes to break Texas Democrats’ 32-year losing
streak in statewide elections. He has raised more than $68
million thus far, the most for any non-incumbent in a U.S.
Senate race.

Storytime at county library

A book will be read to young children at both of the Upshur
County Library’s weekly “Storytime” sessions in Gilmer on
Thursday (July 23).

“The Perfect Picnic” by Ciara Flood will be presented at the
10 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. events, which are for children up to age 11.

“Music and movement” will follow each reading of the book,
said Amy Allred, children’s coordinator for the library. She said
clapping and stretching to music “help with brain development.”

Each session also will feature a collage-related craft.

A website describes the book’s plot as follows: “Squirrel and
Mole are best of friends and do everything together. One day
they pack a picnic hamper and set off to find a perfect picnic
spot. A long walk ensues as Squirrel is not satisfied with any of
Mole’s picnic spot suggestions but finally they find somewhere
to eat only to find that their food has fallen through a hole in
Mole’s rucksack.

“Luckily, their friends come to the rescue and their picnic
can go ahead, just not as Squirrel had planned!”

In other library news, the institution will host a “game night”
at a Gilmer business Saturday afternoon to celebrate the end
of its summer reading program for young adults (ages 12-18).

It is set from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. at the Family Arcade on the west
side of the downtown square.

For more information on the upcoming events, contact the
library at 903-843-5001.

Gladewater City Hall beefs up

restaurant inspection

The City of Gladewater’s now fully-staffed in its Code
Enforcement Department, and a portion of the newly-added
manpower is being devoted to health inspections.

“We’ve expanded,” Gladewater Building Official Wes Moy-
ers confirmed last week.

Previously, the department’s resources were devoted to an
initial inspection for a commercial facility then applied on an
incidental basis —i.e. business as usual until when and if a com-
plaint was filed on a restaurant and a new followup inspection
was scheduled.

With more hands on deck, “We’ll inspect when they open as
a Final Occupancy inspection and health inspection,” Moyers
said. “Then, we’re doing them every year when they renew.
When we get a complaint, we do a health inspection also.”

In addition to Moyers, the department includes Chris Miller
and Keith Bledsoe, meaning the city doesn’t have to rely as much
on certified inspectors from the county and state to ensure local
establishments have ideal oversight.

“They are doing those inspections even on the food trucks
and things like that,” Gladewater City Manager Charlie said.
“If we get a complaint on a kitchen, we’re going and checking
things out as far as the cleanliness.

Simply put, for anything that’s open to the public, “Our goal
is to make sure there is a yearly walk-through on them.”

3A

RIDE & SHINE

Church volunteers put sparkle back
in local seniors’ wheels

Continued from Page 1
“It was an easy outreach,” Griffin said, “to visit them and
show them that we care about them and are thinking about
them.

“There were a few that stayed out there the whole time.”

The volunteers made it festive, with decorative washing
stations, bubble machines and costume pieces to add
atmosphere.

“We got through every chair, all the walkers that did
come out,” Griffin added, sprucing up about 16 pieces of
equipment in a half-hour or so. “It was just wiping down
their chairs, so it was really easy.”

The Nazarene team included Griffin and Stone, Pastor
Charlie Ashby, Alexis Ferrero, Carlis Stone, Stoney Stone,
Cindy Williams, Brandy, Kandy, Marcia and Shanda.

For all of $40 for supplies, the gift of time and plenty of
smiles to share, it was a simple service, Griffin, but it had
an impact.

“We all pooled our resources. It was just wiping down
their chairs, so it was really easy,” Griffin added: “They
loved that we came out there to love on them. They were
so excited

“We want to do it again.”

ASSISTED LIVING

YUU SHUMU]

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Protect public notices
in newspapers and
protect FEg right to know.

Amenca's Mewspapers is a national association uuppcr‘hng
ism and healthy pers in our local
Find out more at www.newspapers.org or follow us on
Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers

America's%
Newspapers

newspapers.org/public-notices

SUPPORT
LOCAL
JOURNALISM

The newspaper ties a region together,
helps make sense of itself, fosters

a sense of community, serves as a
village square whose boundaries
transcend Facebook's filter bubble.

— Margaret Sullivan, “Ghosting The News”

e N Project

NEWSPAPER POWER.

o Print, Digitel & Social Solutions for our advertisers
Design by Metro Creative Grophics, Inc.
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“Phi Slama ? - ‘V Ieade Sh p at GISD
Hardi ick . ;
ardin was QUck 44 Txism*_ __ dance by Charley & Guy Orbison By James Draper
with _ ) . . : 3
— to that tune” (agree) Copyright 2026 by Orbison Bros. Gladewater ISD campuses are spending some of the final
6 TXism: “a legend o h of . o] medi liohts of
in his own » 45 describing 23-across Str?tfc of summer vacation on social media spotlights o
e t .
(egotistical) 46 former Gov. staffers

7 this Alan starrred
with TX Burnett in
1981 film “The
Four Seasons”

8 Nocona is known
for this (2 wds.)

17 pleasant Texas
month

18 TXism: “short as _

memory

21 TXism: “fast __
small town gossip”

22 fudged the truth

23 TXism: “he uses
barbed wire for

floss”

24 starts

29 the “Amazing Emu”
Ranger pitcher, Jim

30 water vapor

31 A-Rod went to this
city in 2004 (abbr.)

32 TX Evelyn Keyes
was Scar____

younger
sister at Tara

34 “Nickat "

35 this TX Dobie sang
“The In Crowd” in
1964 (init.)

36 Lone Star Flight
Museum has
restored vintage

military
planes

37 small horse

38 French word for
“Christmas”

40 TXism: “barn-
stormer” (2 wds.)

Richards (1991-95)
47 LBJ's “Yuki” (dog)

23

48 food servers

49 Concho County
alliterative news-
paper (2 wds.)

51 Spanish ____

52 TXism: “no flies
on___ " (pretty)

53 TX George Strait’s
“ __inthe hole”

54 last 3 letters of
the last name of
George W.'s VP

DOWN

1 “Monster Mash,”
the Maverick’s
first pick in 1993

2 TXism: “_
__asnhakeona
hot road”

3 in Knox County
on U.S. 277

4 TXism: “up ___
__‘emjuice”
(coffee)

9 TXism: “got ‘emin
mycross "

10 Adam & Eve
garden

11 TXism: “caught
___handed”

12 Texas-born film
cowboy and
singer, Autry (init.)

13 something strange

14 TXism: “a walkin,’
talkin’ tub-a-lard”

15 fender-bender
result

16 cowboy bath day
(abbr.)

19 Valley citrus fruits
20 Texas group: “___
and the Famil

Stone”

22 TXism:“a ___
___ cinch”
(certain)

53

54

24 UH & pro golfer,
Lietzke (init.)

25 booth width

26 Texas 2nd gover-
nor, Wood (init.)

27 “Wampus Cat”
city in Hill County

28 this Edward was
in “Fight Club”
with TX Meat Loaf

29 Kerrville TV
before it became
KMYS

30 pepper____gum

33 TXism: “thinking
____doing”
(get busy)

34 midday

35 TXism: “if he was
a___ __ wouldn't
wag his own tail’
(lazy)

37 TXism: “got more
onhis___
____hecansay
grace over’

38 cheesy chip

39 French ‘the” (mas.)

41 __ tea

42 TXism: “folding
money”

45 barn rodents

48 in the Valley: Lake
LaSal__ _

50 sister's daughter

See Answers on this page.

In many cases, it’s just a reintroduction of faculty mem-
bers, GISD Superintendent Rae Ann Patty says, but there
are some new faces in key positions, as well.

“They’re putting it out there for everybody to get to know
their whole staff.”

Some visible changes in the district roster include newly-
hired assistant principals for both Gladewater Primary
School and the middle school as well.

Previous GMS Asst. Principal Josh Yount is heading back
to coaching and the classroom, Patty said, with new hire
Kimberly Harris taking the reins.

“She’s working in school districts and at Region VII. We
were fortunate to get her for our middle school assistant
principal,” Patty said. “Her background is in a lot of (Career
& Technical Education), so she’s going to be able to help us
with CTE at the middle school and also with curriculum and
instruction and all the things an assistant principal does.”

Likewise at GPS, previous Asst. Principal Hugo Valdez
is celebrating his growing family and taking a job closer
to home. His successor is LaShunda Minix.

“Her background is in instructional coaching,” Patty
noted, with experience at a larger district. “She’s going
to be able to bring that expertise. She’s able to go into the
classrooms to help teachers model lessons. That’s one of
the things Mr. Valdez did very well.

“That’s been her skillset when she has worked for districts
in the past so we are very excited to have her in this role and
be able to continue the role that Mr. Valdez started and to
support Mrs. (Kamisha) Floyd as she continues improving
student achievement on her campus.”

Meanwhile, the secretaries retired at GMS and Weldon
Elementary, and their successors have been tapped: Jovita
Hunter follows Brenda Garcia in the GMS role; Angie Har-
ris retired from Weldon, and Judy Robertson is following
in her footsteps after training with Harris during the ‘25-
26 school year.”
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NEED AN AFFORDABLE
BUSINESS LOAN FAST?

Stop waiting on bank approval! Get the funding you need to
expand now! Cash in as little as 7 business days or Less!

No closing costs if you qualify!

$50K minimum

Must be in business at least 6 months!
And have $10K per month in verifiable revenue!
No minimum FICO Score needed!
Call Mark N. 903-500-9343 Your small business loan specialist.

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to

reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

MKT-5894N-A

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

edwardjones.com

Consumer Cellular

DEN FEES.
DEN ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

839-493-3803

©2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS

\ EAST TEXAS
Vv FOOD BANK

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month
10:00 am to Noon

While supplies last

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

Local company.
Local joumnalists.

guds
YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

Highway 80 East
Gladewater

845-5186

HOURS
7:30AM. -5:30 PM.

Local stories.

Handcrafted ;| Painted , Custom Pet

Jewelry X Gourds X Paintings ~ Portraits

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831

dasweat7 (@gmail .com
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White Oak Timberhogs have tough week, going 0-5

By Tyler Sutton

The Pineywoods Timber-
hogs continued to play out
the rest of their season as
they still had playoff hopes
but those all but ended as
they went 0-5 this week
against the Meridian Blues
and Nacogdoches Niners.
Starting in Merdian where
in game one, White Oak
jumped out to a 2-0 lead
after half a inning when DH

in a run on a bases loaded
walk to make it 2-0. But the
Blues followed up with a 6
run bottom of the 2" to make
ita 6-2 game.

It would be 12-2 Meridian
after four innings but White
Oak began to fight back in
the 6th when shortstop Malik
Berrien drove in two runs
with a RBI single. Second
baseman Andrew Smith
followed that with a two

Mccoy drove in a run to
make it 13-8 in the top of the
8" inning.

The Timberhogs had one
last shot and made it even
closer when 1 baseman
Kez Douglas crushed a 3
run homer and it was a 13-11
game but that’s as close as it
got as the Blues closed it out.

The Timberhogs fell in
the other two games of the
series by scores of §8-3 and

12-29 and will wrap up games of 3 in Meridian and
a 6 game homestand to close

| }DE

their season with their last 9

it out with 3 vs Fort Scott and
3 with Nacogdoches.

AT

—— 2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULES —

A VARSITY N\

) : DATE OPPONENT 3 SITE
A?amls Cruz. drove in a N run single and it was a 13-6 20-.10. That was followed by 8/13 TROUP (SCRIMMAGE) iy HOME
with a RBI single to make it game. Stapleton smacked a @ trip to Nacogdoches where 8/21 RUSK (SCRIMMAGE) 7:00 AWAY
1-0 Hogs. RBI single to make ita 13-7 ~ White Oak fell in both games 8/28 DAINGERFIELD 7:00 HOME
That was followed by ball game. by scores of 15-0 and 15-3. 9/4 PITTSBURG 7:00 HOME
Shamarr Stapleton driving Centerfielder Cameron The Timberhogs are now 9/10 WEST RUSK 7:00 AWAY
9/18 SPRING HILL 7:00 AWAY
9/25 ATHENS 7:00 HOME
10/2 OPEN - -
10/8 *SABINE 7:00 AWAY
10/16 *TATUM 7:00 AWAY
10/23 *WHITE DAK 7:00 HOME
10/30 *LIBERTY EYLAU AWAY
\ 11/6 *ATLANTA (SR. NIGHT) 700 | HOME
:_GLADEWATE R ,  HOMECOMING [EEEIS | ‘DISTRICTGAME |
.INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRI{ET / A‘IOR V#k’/fy \‘
‘ 7 v/ &L \
\ DATE OPPONENT TIME SITE
8/13 TROUP (SCRIMMAGE) 5:30 HOME |
8/21 RUSK (SCRIMMAGE) 5:30 AWAY ‘
: 8/27 DAINGERFIELD 6:30 AWAY ‘
ES 973 PITTSBURG 6:30 AWAY ‘
A“_ cAMP Us 9/8 WEST RUSK 6:30 HOME \
e SPRING HILL 6:30 HOME ‘
[ 9/24 ATHENS 6:30 AWAY \
| ‘ I 10/1 OPEN - - ‘
_ I A \ 10/6 *SABINE 6:30 HOME
= T i mn 10/15 *TATUM 6:30 HOME
‘ ] ; [ 1022 *WHITL OAK 6:30 AWAY
AFTER You ety _ 10/29 *LIBERTY EYLAU 6:30 HOME
MEET THE TEAGHER ‘ - : [ s *ATLANTA 6:30 AWAY
MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND 8th GRADE (B / A) 7th GRADE (B/ A)
DATE  OPPONENT TIME SITE DATE  OPPONENT |  TIME SITE
9/3 PlTTSBUREH 4:30 / 6:30 | HOME (SCRIMMAGE) 9/3 PITTSBURG 4:30 / 5:00 | HOME (SCRIMMAGE]
9/8 WEST RUSK | 4:30/6:30 AWAY 9/8 WEST RUSK 4:30 / 5:00 AWAY
9/17 SPRING HILL ‘ 4:30/6:30 AWAY 9/17 SPRING HILL 4:30 / 5:00 AWAY
9/24 ATHENS 4:30 /6:30 HOME 9/24 ATHENS 4:30 / 5:00 HOME
10/1 OPEN - 10/1 OPEN - -
U 10/6 | SABINE | 4:00/6:00 |  AWAY 10/6 | SABINE | 4:00/4:30  AWAY
10/15 | TATUM | 4:00/6:00 AWAY 10/15 | TATUM | 4:00/4:30 AWAY
10/22 | WHITEOAK | 4:00/6:00 |  HOME | 10/22 | WHITEOAK | 4:00/4:30 | HOME
/fﬂé; 10/29 | LIBERTY EYLAU | 4:00/6:00 AWAY 10/29 |LIBERTY EYLAU| 4:00/4:30 AWAY
= 11/5 ; ATLANTA 4:00 / 6:00 HOME 11/5 ATLANTA 4:00/4:30 HOME
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See your helpful
hardware folks at...

Bailey’s JACE Since 1936

Store hours: N Gladewater. TX " - 300 HV(;’Y- 80 East
Mon-Fri 7:00-7: ) A1 Gladewater
St smo0  003.845.5787 | IAALUEWER oo s COMMUNITIES
— DEPEND ON LOCAL
 Cotan gt so3 o257 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH NEWSPAPERS
arksville City Baptist + 903-845-
Comerstone Church + 903-918-5539 JeawEst Upshurg(;’:g g 4(');_12‘:4;%’ Gladewater, TX

East Mountain Baptist * 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church ¢ 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church « 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist « 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist » 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist » 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist * 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible « 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist « 903-845-3042

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly

Get your message out for

St. James Baptist - 903-845-5028 jUSt $1 2/week newspaper every month.
Union Grove Baptist « 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church » 903-806-2411 Call

CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ + 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ * 903-845-2816

903-845-2235

Rocky Church of Christ New Life Fellowship Church « 903-261-4227 T e e
CATHOLIC Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church « 903-845-2306 Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801
CHARISMATIC PENTECOSTAL
New Life Church « 903-845-8108 First United Pentecostal * 903-845-2922
LUTHERAN Northside Pentecostal
Our Redeemer Lutheran « 903-758-2019 Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
CHURCH OF GOD Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) et 9 )
Elevate Worship Center * 903-374-2064 PRESBYTERIAN &p Otbok CS’ lore (77{0M€
NAZARENE First Presbyterian « 903-845-2905 v
Church of the Nazarene * 903-845-4425 Full Gospel Fellowship
METHODIST Gladewater Revival Church Manna HouseofGIadewater.org
First Methodist Church Gladewater ¢ 903-845-2565 Living Hope Fellowship « 903-261-2023
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist Love of God Church « 903-845-2623 9 O 3 = 84 5 '40 6 6
New Mountain CME Church < 903-845-1175 Union Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050 Manna House of Gladewater
Starrville Methodist « 903-877-4040 OTHER P.0. Box 808 o Gladewater, Texas 75647

Union Temple CME Methodist « 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holiness+ 903-845-8195

Off-Hours Drop-Offs: 1710 N. Main St. in Gladewater

We need your support - monetary
donations and/et feed denaticns

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

- for Manna Ffeuse te help fitd
the foed beres that we disteibule
le cwr many Joamidies.

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n
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TexSCAN Week of
July 19-25, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien, 1-855-717-9854.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-855-540-0154.

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & Ist responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-855-565-2452.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

WANTED

Native arrowheads wanted. Point tipped Yuma,
Clovis, Folsum, Eden, Midland. Must be old, authentic,
unbroken. Top dollar paid, $10-$10,000 depending on
type and condition. Buy 1 ora box full. 979-218-3351.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

committee minutes,

OUT OF DATE RECORDS TO BE DESTROYED

The Upshur County Shared Service Arrangement (UCSSA) which is
comprised of the Big Sandy, Gilmer, Gladewater, Harmony, New Diana,
Union Grove, and Union Hill Independent School Districts, proposes to
destroy all out-of-date Special Education records contained in the
eligibility folders of students who were dismissed from the program
through July, 2019. Also included in this purging will be records of
students who were tested and did not qualify for special education
services as well as records of those who qualified but were not placed.
These records are presently maintained in the UCSSA office located at
384 Allen St, Gilmer, TX. 75644, and include referral information,
educational, psychological, medical, admission review and dismissal
individual educational plans, and classroom
observation data. It is our responsibility to inform you that these records
may be needed for social security benefits or other purposes and that it
may be to your benefit to obtain them. Those who prefer that their
records not be destroyed should send a written request to: Aniecea
Tefteller, Compliance Specialist or Angie Hargett, Office Manager, Upshur
County Shared Service Arrangement, 384 Allen St, Gilmer, TX. 75644
before September 1, 2026. For additional information, call (903) 843-5575.

PUBLIC

Cause No. 2015-0285-E

Law No. 2, Texas.

My address is:

¢/o The Law Offices of Andrea Winters
4246 W. Lovers Lane,

Dallas, Texas 75209

Cause No. 2015-0285-E

NOTICE

Notice to Creditors for the Estate of Linda Jo Hardin Jones, Deceased,

Notice is hereby given that Letters Testamentary upon the Estate of Linda Jo Hardin Jones,
Deceased were granted to the undersigned on the 7th of July 2026 by The Gregg County Court at

All persons having claims against said estate are hereby required to present the same to Kara
Lane Jones Abbruzzese, Successor Independent Executor, within the time prescribed by law.

Independent Executor of the Estate of Linda Jo Hardin Jones, Deceased

“€RIEHONE.

fing Since 1976

50% OFF «

Installation

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service 19

I.IMITEE OFFER i;‘* FREEESTIMATE

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.855.565.2452

PUBLIC
NOTICE

Your Team
At Safelock

In accordance with
Texas Property Code,
Chapter 59, 1804 S
Eastman Rd Safelock
Storage, Longview, Tx
75602, will conduct a
public auction to satisfy
a Landlord’s lien. Units
will be sold as-is to the
highest bidder online at
www.storageauctions.

com opening
08/10/26@10am and
closing 08/17/26

@10am Cash Only. A
$100 cleanup deposit
and sales tax are
required.

The seller reserves the
right to withdraw the
property at any time
before the sale. This
property includes the

contents of the
following tenant’s
spaces:

@® Jesse Lambert unit
18 NCC- mattress set,
gas can, 4 wheeler

Read
Local

Local company.
Local joumalists.
Local stories.

CGonsumer Cellular

OVER 50? UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

* =
/ ]M 3
Y
P4 % |
Treasuring the past
While embracing the future
lﬂﬂ—

PUBLIC HEARING

There will be public hearings before the City of
Gladewater Planning & Zoning Commission on
August 13, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. to consider a Specific
Use Permit request for Mobile Food Park and a
Variance Request to City of Gladewater Code of
Ordinance §11.33.030(B) regarding signage at AB 56
M DILLARD TR 36, more commonly known as 984
Coach Cooksey Street.

There will be a second public hearing held by the
Gladewater City Council on August 20, 2026, at 6:00
p-m.

All interested parties are invited to attend and
participate in these public hearings. If you are
unable to attend these meetings you may send
written comments to Judy Van Houten, City
Secretary, City of Gladewater, PO Box 1725,
Gladewater, Texas 75647.

To Advertise Your Business Call
Us At 903-845-2235

CALLTODAY!1.855.565.2452

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your
area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message,
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/
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Native arrowheads —
. wanted. Point tipped —=5
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Yuma, Clovis, Folsum,
Eden, Midland.
Must be old,
authentic, unbroken.
Top dollar paid
$10.00 to $10,000
depending on type
and condition.
Buy 1 or a box full.
979-218-3351
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g e

Wlr Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Atom X

No tiny buttons. No apps.
No prescriptions.

Call 855-717-9854
to get your 45-day risk free trial.

Backed by #1 Network Coverage and
Customer Satisfaction.*

Switch & Save Today. 855 493'3803
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Treasuring the past
; While embracing the future
l\ i
\

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Gladewater City Council adopted the fol-
lowing ordinance July 16, 2026:

Ordinance #0-26-06 Amending §7.07.030
Schedule III — School Zones; §7.07.040 Schedule
IV — One-Way Streets, Right Turn Only and Dead-
End Streets; and §7.09.010 Schedule I — Parking
Zones of the City of Gladewater Code of Ordi-
nances. This ordinance shall become effective 30
days following publication as required by law.

Copies of this ordinance may be obtained from
Judy Van Houten, City Secretary, Gladewater City
Hall, 519 E. Broadway, Gladewater, Texas.

A

It shouldn’t be your responsibility to know how to look, where to look or when to
look to be informed about public information. It is the government’s responsibility
to notify you, and public notices in your newspaper eliminates the guesswork.

If it is not in the newspaper, how will you know?

The Gladewater Mirror

y
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GLADEWATER POLICE/FIRE ACTIVITY REPORT

FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 19:19: 12 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
Date Time Agency Call Type Address 07/15/2026 20:26:39  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 807 S TYLER ROAD
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 20:27:18 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/12/2026 00:25:58 GLADEWATER DISTURBANCE N LYNN / E SHEPPARD 07/15/2026 20:32:55 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER/ RIVERSIDE
POLICE DEPT. POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/12/2026 00:31:29 Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 20:33:37
07/15/2026 20:37:48  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S LOOP 485
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 20:38:25
07/15/2026 204329  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S LOOP 485 / COACH COOKSEY
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 20:44:32
0711212026 01:3451  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 1201 FM 2685 07/15/2026 20:56:110  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S LOOP 485/ MONEY
FIRE DEPT. POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/12/2026 01:36:34 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 20:56:37
07/12/2026 02:30:42  GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS W LAKE 07/15/2026 20:56:45  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER
POLICE DEPT. VEHICLE POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/12/2026 02:30:55 Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 20:56:56
07/12/2026 02:36:37 GLADEWATER WANTED HURLEY AVE 07/15/2026 21:03:38 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP ALLISON
07/12/2026 20:30:02  GLADEWATER FIRE E MARY / N LYNN : POLICE DEPT.
FIRE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 21:34:43
Sert To Dispatch O7/12/2026 20:30:42 07/15/2026 22:55:58  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER
07/12/2026 204017  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP E BRIOADWAY ! POLICE DEPT.
POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 22:59:24
Sent To Dispatch. 07/12/2026 20:45:59 07/15/2026 23.03:37  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER
07/12/2026 21:19.13  GLADEWATER LOUD NOISE SMITH ST ROLCEIPERT:
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 23:04:30
POLICE DEPT. o
Sent To Dispatch- 07/12/2026 21:20:38 07/15/2026 23.09.44  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP N MAIN/ 80
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 23:14:47
07/15/2026 23:21:59  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 701 E BROADWAY AVENUE
07/12/2026 21:59.10  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 2186 N MAIN STREET : ROLICE DEET:
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 23:24:38 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/12/2026 22:01:03 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 :
Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 13:57:24
07/16/2026 15:31:38  GLADEWATER ACCIDENT PACIFIC/DEAN
POLICE DEPT.
07/12/2026 222302  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 1300 E BROADWAY AVENUE Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 15:32: 19
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/12/2026 22:23:28 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/13/2026 00:37:14  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 1408 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 00:37:47 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/13/2026 00:45:56  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1000 BLOCK E BROADWAY 071612026 16:59:46 S&Fgg‘/g’fﬁ MISCELLANEOUS 1402 E BROADWAY AVENUE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/ 12026 00:46: 12 POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 16:00:28 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/16/2026 16:40:03  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1115 N YLNN
07/13/2026 13:54:28 AGENCY ASSIST 776 W INTERSTATE 20 POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 13:56:10 Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 16:40: 13
07/13/2026 14:06:01 AGENCY ASSIST 2009 FM 2751 07/16/2026 17:0230  GLADEWATER ALARM 2302 WEST LAKE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 14:06:42 POLICE DEPT.
07/13/2026 14:14:31 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 2200 W UPSHUR AVENUE Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 17:02:47
FIRE DEPT. 07/16/2026 17:26:45  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 2400 \B W GAY
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 14:15:36 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 17:26:57
07/16/2026 17:31:41 MISCELLANEOUS E PACIFIC
07/13/2026 14:46:11 GLADEWATER THEFT 904 E BROADWAY AVENUE Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 17:32:19
POLICE DEPT. 07/16/2026 17:32:41 MISCELLANEOUS OLD LONGVIEW HWY
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 14:48:13 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 17:32:50
07/16/2026 17:33:36 MISCELLANEOUS MCKAIG CIR
Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 17:33:48
07/13/2026 17:28:03 HIT AND RUN HWY 149 07/16/2026 17:50:27  GLADEWATER FIRE 441 E COMMERCE AVENUE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 17:29:13 FIRE DEPT.
07/13/2026 17:34:54  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 305 N TENERY STREET Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 17:51:11 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 17:37:03 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/16/2026 18:0956  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS GREGG/MAIN
POLICE DEPT.
07/13/2026 17:56:02 CRIMINAL 2379 W GEORGE RICHEY Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 18:10:25
MISCHIEF 07/16/2026 18:10:42  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 300 BLOCK OF W PACIFIC AVE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 17:59:53 POLICE DEPT.
07/13/2026 18:04:09 ACCIDENT REDMOND AND INDUSTRIAL
DRIVE
SentTo DRceleh DTS 2026 1033 07/16/2026 19:32:41 GLADEWATER FIRE 2811 COBY STREET
07/13/2026 18:07:50 AGENCY ASSIST | 20 WESTBOUND FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 18:08:54 ;
07/13/2006 181219 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST GEORGE RICHEY WESTBOUND Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 19:33:36 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/16/2026 19:38:01 GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 500 MUSTANG DRIVE
POLICE DEPT. TO 271 POLICE DEPT.
St ToDRCeh DTS 228 11558 Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 19:42: 14 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/13/2026 19:10:48  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 200 pinewood "
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/13/2026 19:13:25
07/14/2026 08:26:41 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP AIRPORT 07/16/2026 19:50:19  GLADEWATER FIRE 106 E UPSHUR AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 08:26:45 07/16/2026 22.21:47  GLADEWATER FIRE 365 E PACIFIC AVENUE
07/14/2026 08:33:30  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP AIRPORT FIRE DEPT.
POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 22:28:15 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 08:33:34 07/16/2026 22:48:15 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 140 PRIVATE ROAD 3298
07/14/2026 08:47:33  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 514 NORTH STREET FIRE DEPT.
POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/16/2026 22:49:22
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 08:49:43 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 07/17/2026 00:13:21 GLADEWATER FIRE 1206 N OLIVE STREET
07/14/2026 09:00:53 911 HANGUP 9383 US HIGHWAY 259 N FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 09:01:37 Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 00:14:24 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/14/2026 09:29:06 ABANDONED 1834 PLEASANT GREEN ROAD
VEHICLE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 09:30:11 07/17/2026 03:09:23 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 205 S MILL STREET
07/14/2026 09:35:36  GLADEWATER ESCORT CROLEY FUNERAL HOME POLICE DEPT.
POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 03:10:35 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 09:36:36
Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 12:43:12
07/17/2026 13:0427  GLADEWATER FORGERY 2447 SHELL CAMP ROAD
07/14/2026 10:01:33  GLADEWATER VANDALISM 112 S MAIN ST ANTIQUES Il POLICE DEPT.
POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 13:07:04 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 10:03:15
07/17/2026 14:22:54 911 HANGUP 1489 FM 2276
Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 14:24:08
07/14/2026 15:44:08  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 800 E BROADWAY APT 8 LEE 0711712026 14:47:59 911 HANGUP 100 N LEE ST
FIRE DEPT. BUILDING APTS Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 14:49:51
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 15:44:59 07/1712026 14:50:08 911 HANGUP 288 BIG WOODS RD
07/14/2026 16:12:32 AGENCY ASSIST 1506 PLEASANT GREEN ROAD Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 14:50:35
Sz O DI - (i (S 07/17/2026 14:55:18 AGENCY ASSIST 5958 EXIT 120
07/14/2026 17:50:32 ACCIDENT OLD 135 AND 1252 Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 14:57:08
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 17:51:12 07/17/2026 15:16:17 AGENCY ASSIST 1940 FM 1844
07/14/2026 17:58:54 AGENCY ASSIST S ON 322 Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 15:17:25
oAl e Al O7/AINP0POR750:52 07/17/2026 15:26:20  GLADEWATER FIRE 601 W UPSHUR AVENUE
07/14/2026 18:43:01 ACCIDENT 5510 STATE HIGHWAY 300 FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 18:45:11 Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 15:28:22 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/14/2026 18:45:57  GLADEWATER DISORDERLY 308 WALTON STREET — prp——" MEEEIANEGS i I N
FOLCE DU CONDUCT, Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 16:03:43
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 18:47:42 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 07/17/2026 16:24:52  GLADEWATER THEFT 103 N MAIN STREET
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 16:26:44 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 23:14:24 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/17/2026 23:41:10 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP SHELL CAMP AND ARMSTRONG
07/14/2026 19:18:57 AGENCY ASSIST 5568 FM 2087 S POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 19:19:25 '
07/14/2026 19:21:59 911 HANGUP 1604 LAKESHORE DR 1 Sent To Dispatch- 07/17/2026 23:41:29
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 19:23:06 07/18/2026 02:16:09 GLADEWATER WELFARE CHECK 1300 E BROADWAY AVENUE
07/14/2026 19:40:36  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1211 NELWYN AVENUE POLICE DEPT.
POLICE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 02:16:40 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
St oaDiePalC QTI2028 12028 SLADEWATER, TX.75647 07/18/2026 023215 GLADEWATER ALARM 110 S CENTER STREET
07/14/2026 19:53:36 AGENCY ASSIST E LOOP 281 LONGVIEW EIEE BT,
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 19:54:24 ,
07/14/2026 20:25:056  GLADEWATER ASSIST N LOOP 485 AND 271 Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 02:34:56 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
POLICE DEPT. MOTORIST
Sent To Dispatch- 07/14/2026 20:26:25
0711512026 00:08:25 AGENCY ASSIST alzm(;”RLh’AP;HZUR AVE EAST 0711812026 0407:49  GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP N MAIN/SKIPPERS
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 00:09:49 POLICE DEPT.
07152026 01:47:16 REPOSSESSION 500 W JEANETTE AVE Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 04:08:08
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 01:53:10 07/18/2026 08:05:04 RECKLESS 707 ACCESS RD
07/15/2026 05:23:58  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 2204 WOODBINE STREET DRIVER
FIRE DEPT. Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 08:05:49
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 05:24:41 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 07181206 082322  GLADEWATER ALARM 2201 W GAY AVENUE
07/15/2026 07:1822  GLADEWATER ALARM 1409 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT. POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 07:18:58 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 08:24:03 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/18/2026 08:36:23 911 HANGUP 2200 W UPSHUR AVE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 08:36:51
07/18/2026 08:52:12 911 HANGUP 1421 JERRY LUCY RD
07/15/2026 08:28:14 S;F:gvég;ﬁ MISCELLANEOUS 60 WELDON HOMES Sert To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 08:53:19
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 08:28:30 07/18/2026 09:18:48 AGENCY ASSIST 300 MONEY ST
07/15/2026 08:51:04  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 525 LAKE GLADEWATER Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 09:19:54
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 08:51:20 0711812026 09:35:07  GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 7183 fm 1844
07/15/2026 10:00:54  GLADEWATER 911 HANGUP 1004 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT. FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 10:01:17 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 09:35:46
07/15/2026 11:27:46 GLADEWATER DISTURBANCE 205 S MILL STREET 07/18/2026 10:21:50 GLADEWATER ACCIDENT 1324 W UPSHUR AVE MIKES MINI
POLICE DEPT. FIRE DEPT. MART
Sent To Dispatch- 07/15/2026 11:28:12 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 10:22:50
Coo IeSt be I 07/18/2026 10:58:51 ANIMAL 1007 FOREST HILL STREET
° T COMPLAINT
u C e I n exa s Sent To Dispatch- 07/18/2026 10:59:58 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
L 07/18/2026 11:30:25 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP WALTER DERRICK
POLICE DEPT.

GPD) Arrest

Date Arrestee Name Arrest Address Charges
7/13/2026 Murphy, Jakyler Dejuandra 1400 W UPSHUR AVENUE PUBLIC INTOXICATION

Click It or Ticket. moor

#EndTheStreakTX

Fines up to $200.

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647
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OBITUARIES

GREG WESTON

Greg Carroll Weston, 88 of Big Sandy, passed away on Sat-
urday, July 18, 2026, surrounded by his loving family in Tyler.
He was born on May 18, 1938, in Flint, Michigan to Carroll
and Ruth Weston.

Mr. Weston married Mary Nell
Myrick in October of 1959, and
they shared 68 years together. Greg
proudly served 20 years in the
United States Air Force and upon
his retirement he settled in the Big
Sandy/Gladewater area and worked
as a purchasing agent for many years
until his final retirement. He was a
faithful member of the First Method-
ist Church of Gladewater, serving in
the choir and as a Sunday school teacher.

Greg is survived by his loving wife, Mimi Weston, daugh-
ters, Gigi Williams and husband Mike of White Oak, and Teri
Jackson and husband Rick of Big Sandy, grandchildren, Josh
Williams, Joe Williams, Hunter Jackson and wife Ally, and
Sam Jackson and girlfriend Jess Betts, great-grandchildren,
Wyatt, Daisy, and Wesley Jackson, brothers, Gill Weston and
Gary Weston both of Tyler, and numerous nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Carroll and Ruth
Weston

Funeral services for Greg
will be at the First Methodist
Church of Gladewater, 1:00 PM,
Wednesday, July 22, 2026. A
graveside service will be held
at 3:00 PM at the Gladewater
Memorial Park where Military |
honors will be conducted by the
Air Force Honor Guard.

The family received friends |»
Tuesday evening from 6:00-8:00
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Broadway campus loses towering oak July 16
One of the community’s older oaks took a hefty hit from a summer squall last week, toppling outside

Gladewater ISD’s Broadway School admin offices Thursday. GISD Superintendent Rae Ann Patty had
a front-row seat as the storm blew through about 5 p.m. July 16. “It was not fun,” she said later.

Gladewater Fire Chief Tim Basham said his personnel were on alert as the weather roared in — “We
were ready for it.” — but despite leaving some damage in its wake, there was no calls. Multiple trees
were felled, especially in unincorporated areas outside the city limits, including on Hwy.135. At the
old Broadway School administration complex, Patty knew the storm was incoming and initially
intended to get out ahead of it before a surprise phone call from an old friend changed plans. The
longer they chatted, the more the wind picked up. “l decided, I’'m just going to sit here and wait this
out,” she said. “I’'m sitting there mid-sentence when ‘Oh, my gosh, that tree’s falling. | see it falling
and hear it crash.” It was at that moment she realized it was time to step further back from the office
windows. “These trees are old, and they’re right there by the sidewalk, so they’re not deep-rooted,”
Patty lamented. Fortunately, only one took the storm’s hit. “By 5:30 it had all blown over.” A crew
made short work of clearing the hefty tree Friday afternoon. “I do miss that shade already.”

Photo by James Draper

Chicken
breeding
spurs
complains

Continued from Page 1
of something”). She asked the
court “resolve to find solutions.”

Bo Akins of the Pleasant Grove
area said nobody there was “for-
mally notified” that a large-scale
poultry facility was being built.
He said he wanted information on
its use of water, that such opera-
tions emit “odors,” and predicted
property values would fall.

Akins also said the Texas
Department of Transportation
must approve weight limits on
Bamboo Road’s bridge.

County Road Administrator
Phil Stegall, meanwhile, said the
road is only 10.6 to 20 feet wide,
and that installing the proposed
operation meant “somebody is
going to be backing up all the
time.”

Jeremy Kilburn, chief legal
officer for Wayne-Sanderson,
told the court the proposed facil-
ity would be a breeder farm, “not
a broiler farm, which has a lot
heavier use. . .It’s not what I call
a commercial egg layer farm.”

He also said about eight trucks
would use the road weekly, and
that his firm was going through a
permitting process with the state.

In addition, Kilburn said the
corporation had agreed to make
a 15-year contract with owners of
the land to use it for “two farms
of eight (chicken) houses apiece.”
The landowners will own the
houses, he added.

When Tefteller said he thought
“a lot of the concern is the inad-
equacy” of the road and bridge,
and that he would like Wayne-
Sanderson to say it was available
to discuss that, Kilburn said the
firm would be “happy to work
with (the) commissioner in that
precinct (Ashley).”

He added that the firm would
help finance work if needed, that
it didn’t plan to run a truck over
the bridge until a study is done,
and praised the proposed meet-
ing, saying it would “be the right
direction.”

Kilburn also said his corpora-
tion would have an odor control
plan, incinerate dead birds, and
that manure from the farms
wouldn’t be spread in the area.

When he said such operations
as the proposed one don’t impact
property values, however, Akins
cited a study showing they are
affected by about 40%.

In other business last week,
the court accepted the outside
audit for the 2024-25 fiscal year,
which County Auditor Connie
Williams said showed the best
rating possible.
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