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Mistakes turn deadly

at high speeds
1,247 people were killed
in speed-related crashes in
Texas last year

AUSTIN — In Texas, getting there a few
minutes faster isn’t worth a lifetime of con-
sequences. Choosing to slow down is one of
the simplest ways to protect yourself—and
everyone else on the road.

That’s the message behind Drive Like a
Texan: Kind. Courteous. Safe.—TxDOT’s call
for drivers to look out for one another and take
pride in how we travel our roads.

While Texas is making progress, speeding
remains a serious threat. It’s still the leading
factor in deadly crashes, accounting for roughly
one-third of all traffic fatalities statewide.

To address this, the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT) is partnering with law
enforcement agencies across the state to remind
drivers that real Texans don’t rush—they drive
with care, respect and responsibility.

There is encouraging news. In 2025, the
decline in speed related fatalities outpaced
the significant decrease in overall fatalities.

Signs of progress, but more work to do
There is encouraging news. In 2025, the decline in speed
related fatalities outpaced the significant decrease in
overall fatalities.

Category 2024 Data 2025 Data Change (%)
Total Fatalities Statewide 4,143 3,770 -9%
Speed-Related Fatalities 1,472 1,247  -15%

But the danger hasn’t disappeared. Speed
continues to play a role in more than 150,000
crashes each year, proving that even small
decisions behind the wheel can have serious
consequences.

Stephenie Smallwood’s 19-year-old son,
Shaundi Kyree Smallwood, was killed in 2022
while riding home with friends after a trip to
Six Flags. Their SUV was struck from behind
on I-20 in Fort Worth by a driver traveling
157 mph.

“You can change people’s lives just like that,”
Smallwood said. “And that driver changed our
lives forever.”

Through Drive Like a Texan, TxDOT is
asking drivers to pause, think about the people
around them and make safer choices.

“Excessive speed makes any crash more
dangerous,” said TxDOT Executive Director
Marc Williams. “Higher speeds mean less
time to react and a much greater risk of serious
injury or death. We’re asking Texans to slow
down and drive with care.”

This message is reinforced during Opera-
tion Slowdown, a statewide high-visibility
enforcement effort running July 18 through
Aug. 2. During this period, TxDOT partners
with law enforcement by providing additional
funding and resources to increase patrols and
stop drivers who are speeding or driving too
fast for conditions.

Safe driving goes beyond following the
posted speed limit. It means staying alert,
adjusting to conditions and respecting every-
one on the road.

Drivers are encouraged to:

@ Match their speed to traffic, weather and
road conditions

@ Increase following distance when traffic
is heavy or roads are slick

@ Watch for changing speed limits, espe-
cially in work zones and school zones

@ Remember that fines double for speeding
in active work zones and school zones
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City of Gladewater Public Works employees excavate in the aIIeyway near Sklpper s
Pier Monday morning while a CenterPoint team tends to a gas leak nearby. The crew
members took precautions, Gladewater Fire Chief Tim Basham said, but the 1-inch
line still sprang a small leak: “They were probing to find it. They were doing all the
right thigs, it’s just one of those deals that happens.”

Photo by James Draper

Volunteers with Arula’s
Hope distribute back-to-
school backpacks to
Gladewater ISD middle
school gym Saturday, July
25. Members of the
Gladewater Church of the
Nazarene congregation also
distributed gift cards for
new shoes, Gladewater
Chamber of Commerce
reported: “Such an amazing
opportunity for volunteers
to help prepare Bears of all
ages for Monday, August
3

Courtesy Gladewater
Chamber of Commerce
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Back to
school
countdown

begins

By James Draper

There are just days to go
until the 2026-2027 school
year with tomorrow’s distric-
twide activities kick-starting
the final countdown.

Gladewater ISD’s annual
Meet the Teacher events run
simultaneously on all cam-
puses beginning at 5:30 p.m.
Friday, July 31. The concur-
rent festivities will wrap up
at 7 p.m. so community mem-
bers can make their way to
the Gladewater High School
Gymnasium for Meet the
Bears at 7:30 p.m.

At Gladewater Primary
School, not only can young-
sters and parents get a face-to-
face with their new teachers,
they’ll be able to drop-off
supplies, participate in a scav-
enger hunt, grab a picture with
the Gladewater High School
Honeybears and pick-up car
tags while snacking on a
Kona Ice.

Continued on Page 3

Parents can save on
back-to-school lists

with sales tax break

The Lone Star State’s 2026
Back-to-School sales tax
holiday is set for Friday, Aug.
7, through midnight Sunday,
Aug. 9.

According to the Texas
Comptroller’s office, shoppers
will be able to save with tax-
free purchases of most most
clothing, footwear, school
supplies and backpacks (those
valued at less than $100) dur-
ing the annual three-day sales
tax-free weekend.

“The Comptroller encour-
ages all taxpayers to support
Texas businesses while sav-
ing money,” according to the
state’s online portal. “Quali-
fying items can be purchased
tax free from a Texas store
or from an online or catalog
seller doing business in Texas.
In most cases, you do not need
to give the seller an exemption
certificate to buy qualifying
items tax free.

Learn more about holiday
weekend purchasing options
and restrictions via comptrol-
ler.texas.gov/taxes/publica-
tions/98-490/

Qualifying Items

(valued under $100)

* Clothing, Footwear and
Other Items

* School Supplies

* Face Masks

* Backpacks

Texas A&M Forest Serwce adds airpower to fight against wildfires with 3 new aircraft

Texas’ ability to detect,

track and fight wildfires is
growing even stronger with
the acquisition of three new
multi-mission aircraft for
Texas A&M Forest Service.

The purchase marks the
agency’s second major avia-
tion acquisition in recent
weeks, following the addi-
tion of two wildfire suppres-
sion helicopters, and repre-
sents another significant step
toward building Texas’ first
dedicated, state-managed
wildfire aviation fleet.

“The safety of Texans is
our No. 1 priority. Texas has
secured a dedicated fleet of
multi-mission aircraft to fight
wildfires on our own terms,”
said Governor Greg Abbott.

“These aircraft deliver early
detection and critical intelli-
gence so our firefighters can
protect lives and property.”
Multi-mission aircraft

enhance firefighter safety
and improve decision-making
by detecting wildfires early,
tracking fire behavior in near
real time, providing crews with

accurate imagery of the entire
incident and helping coordi-
nate air and ground resources
more effectively.

“Texas is making a historic

investment in protecting our
people, property and com-
munities from wildfires,” said
Robert Albritton, chairman of
The Texas A&M University
System Board of Regents.
“These aircraft will give
Texas A&M Forest Service
the speed, intelligence and
flexibility to respond more
effectively when lives are on
the line. The Board of Regents
is proud to help build a dedi-
cated Texas fleet that will be
ready when Texans need it.”
Texas A&M Forest Service
developed its aviation strategy
based on recommendations
from a 12-entity Aviation Task
Force created to determine the

Continued on Page 8
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QOPINION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all
the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and
to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Fading the heat ...

No air conditioning.

Imagine a world where there is no “refrigerated” air. If
you lived it you probably barely recall the time when cotton
shirts were the thinest of thin and water hoses were enter-
tainment and life savers.

My better half has told me stories from his childhood when
eight members of his family piled into a car and drove from
Judson to Wyoming in summer heat. Imagine, windows
down all the way, everybody literally stuck together. Now
that has to be ‘quality’ family time!

We didn’t talk about ‘quality’ time back then because fami-
lies often worked, and if we were lucky, occasionally played
together. We didn’t have to schedule around organized T-ball
for toddlers, we were free-range players and sometimes what
our Moms called “Wild Little Indians!” (Is that politically
incorrect? Ah well, [ was a wild little Indian and proud of it.)

I really believe that our kids today need more of that
freedom to develop their creativity, individuality and self-
reliance. Schedules and routines are fine things until rigidity
and stress come built in with them.

One of the ways I ‘cool down’ from stress today is to lean
far back on some memories that enrich my life and taught
me how to cope with the mundane and the catastrophic, and
it was all about day-to-day living.

When I was little our house had a ‘breezeway’, a sec-
tion that was meant to act as a draw for whatever breeze
could be tricked into entering a hot house in the dog days
of late July and unbearable August. I loved to escape to my
Mam’maw’s house when that heat hit because she had a water
fan. Remember those? Heavenly cool and the sound would
lull you to sleep on a couch that felt like it was covered with
outdoor carpeting, for durability of course.

But back then we could sure fade the heat. My baby brother
grew up driving a tractor, cutting and raking hay when his
feet would barely hit the pedals and had a cushion to see over
the driver’s wheel. You farm kids know that you are up with
the roosters and go to bed with the owls when you ranch or
farm for a living. It is just a part of life.

And there wasn’t any of this too young to work business
either. Little kids started out in the garden and worked their
way up. A memory that sticks graphically with me is of my
Mom, Mam’maw and me under the mesquite tree out back
snapping beans to ‘can’. I can still recall the sound of the
snaps while itty bitty me culled the tails.

I guess in case of catastrophic events today I could garden,
can, and maybe even remember how to sew. But the one skill
I am most thankful for is learning that work is important,
productive and gives meaning to our days.

I think that youthful dissatisfaction began to grow in the
1950s, exploded in the ‘60s and ‘70s and has continued to a
degree unabated since. So what was different beginning in
the 1950s? Well, the idea of ‘teenager’ for one thing. Prior

Housing Hope

In arare bipartisan effort, both the US House and Senate
recently passed the 21st Century ROAD to Housing Act,
the most significant federal housing law in decades. The
goal of the legislation is to make housing more affordable,
primarily by encouraging expansion in supply. It’s a basic
economic principle that when demand is higher than supply,
there will be upward pressure on prices. Across the nation,
the shortage of housing is estimated to be 5.5 million units,
with particularly acute issues in some locations (includ-
ing many parts of Texas). The Act’s provisions remove
unnecessary regulatory barriers to streamline housing
development and affordability, allowing the use of ready-
to-use, pre-approved home designs so builders can obtain
permits and build homes more rapidly. Federal and local
housing processes are also streamlined, with an emphasis
on the capacity to produce more affordable homes in rural
and urban areas.

The Act also modernizes HUD programs to speed up
homebuilding and expand financing opportunities. Rules
for manufactured homes were updated to make these units
easier and less expensive to produce and finance. The larg-
est federal block grant program for states to increase the
supply of affordable housing was also modernized. Grants
and forgivable loans to keep existing properties viable are
also available. Small-scale housing developments are now
exempt from federal environmental reviews, and there
is more flexibility and time to commit funds with fewer
constraints.

Financing measures were also included, such as updating
banking regulations to expand local lending while maintain-
ing financial responsibility. Red tape was reduced, and the
examination processes were streamlined. Community and
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to WWII children went straight to adulthood and in WWII
a lot of them went straight from the hayfield to the foreign
field. Then they came home and made so many babies that
they called us the ‘Baby Boom’.

The post-war economic boom resulted in a time of great
prosperity and growing leisure time for Baby Boomers and
their ‘boomlet’. Interesting isn’t it that our discontent seems
to have grown at the same rate. As someone who spent her
entire adult life working with teenagers [ will just come out
and say it. [ think that our kids need to learn the value and
satisfaction that comes from hard work. And you know what?
That work needs to start with toddlers picking up their own
toys and progress to assigned chores that are age appropriate.
And, if you have a family business they need to be a part of
it and know that their contribution is important, that what
they DO has value.

One of my favorite and heart-stopping for a second memo-
ries is when I came home one day to discover my hubby
and then 3-year old roofing. Josh had a yellow and blue
plastic hammer that he was welding as hard and heavy as
his dad with his roofing tacks ON TOP OF THE HOUSE.
It didn’t stop at our house either. My dad’s idea of spoiling
his grandchild was to figure to the split second when our
car would turn in the driveway and he would be waiting to
grab Josh up and off they would go in the tractor or pickup
to parts unknown to check cows, plow or fence. From dia-
pers to Wranglers our son, for the most part, thought work
was an adventure.

Fading the heat is more than about temperature, it is about
how we live our lives in the midst of chaos and problems from
which we often have little control but how we react. Work
can help center us when the rest of our world is out of whack.

Contentment is based on what is inside, not outside of
us, and how we work can help us get through just about
anything. Being productive matters. Most of us will work a
lifetime day-in and day-out. We need to teach our kids how
to appreciate holding a job and doing it well.

Fading the heat is not native to the species. It is taught.
We all need to remember that. Now, grab up those kids and
grandkids and start a project together. Be patient if they
haven’t grown from the cradle learning the value and sat-
isfaction of work. It is never to late to learn it will just take
harder work on your part to get them invested, but when you
do you have given them a gift for a lifetime.

I promise.

Dr. Ray
Perryman

THEECONOMIST

rural banks often have greater access to stable deposits;
thus, they can lend locally and support small businesses,
farmers, and households.

Additionally, the Act limits the number of homes large
institutional investors can own. Companies that already
own more than 350 single-family homes are prohibited from
further purchasing, although they may continue developing
new build-to-rent housing in many cases.

The strongest “pro” arguments are that the Act focuses
on the housing supply shortage, which is a significant
contributor to the affordability crisis. It also updates regu-
lations and encourages greater use of lower-cost options.
In some areas, major investment firms may have been
pricing other buyers out of the market. The major “con” is
that, by only focusing on the supply side, any meaningful
effects will take time and are unlikely to move the needle
in the near future.

The bill attracted welcomed and unusually broad sup-
port across the spectrum. It’s a practical response aiming to
gradually improve affordability through modernizing the
federal process and providing the private sector with tools
to make progress. It will take time to work, but the result
ultimately should be a healthier housing market. Stay safe!

Gary Borders

Challenge to school funding system

The Midland school district is suing Education Commissioner
Mike Morath and other state leaders in another challenge to the
state’s public school finance system, known as “Robin Hood,”
according to The Texas Tribune.

Three legal challenges over the past three decades have failed,
with Texas courts ruling that the recapture system complies with
the state constitution. Under recapture, wealthier school districts —
such as Midland, with its considerable oil and gas holdings — send
money to the state, which then distributes it to school districts with
low property values.

In the case of Midland, the district sent $92 million back to the
state in the 2024-2025 school year, sixth highest in the state. Austin
ISD sent back the most money that year at $771 million.

“They’re setting the tax rate. We collect the taxes. We send it to
the state,” Guinn, the Midland school board president, said last week.
“Then we get blamed as a local district and local board member for
taxes being high. It’s just a revolving door.”

School administrators have contended that state leaders have not
invested adequately in traditional public-school campuses, opting
instead to promote charter schools and to create a voucher program
that uses public funding for private or home schooling.

State could overhaul university funding

Texas could roll out a new funding model for four-year colleges
that allocates more money to schools with higher graduation and
retention rates, according to the Austin American-Statesman. The
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board presented the model
to university representatives last week. It will propose the plan to
lawmakers during next year’s legislative session.

Under current law, four-year colleges receive funding from the
Legislature through formula funding, largely based on the number
of courses offered and the number of students enrolled. Since 1999,
funding has also come from institutional enhancement funding,
which is not formula-based and varies widely, from $56 to $5,734
per student. Some lawmakers have criticized enhancements as a
“slush fund.”

Sarah Keyton, deputy commissioner of the higher education
agency, said the new funding model would make university bud-
geting more predictable.

The new model, if adopted by lawmakers, rewards universities
for progress toward a degree and diplomas awarded. It was created
with input from university leaders across the state.

“This formula could really accelerate our progress towards the
goals of the state education plan (to) get more students earning
credentials of value and entering the workforce and driving our
statewide economy forward,” Keyton said.

State to protect residential ratepayers

At Abbott’s direction, the Public Utility Commission and the
Electric Reliability Council of Texas have taken action to shield
residential ratepayers from the costs of data center expansion sweep-
ing across much of the state. Those actions include:

* Requiring data centers to pay for transmission infrastructure
and contribute to “meaningfully reducing” residential electric bills.

* Preventing large data centers from diverting existing power
away from the ERCOT grid.

 Changing how data centers pay for the infrastructure needed
to serve them.

* Developing stronger standards that data centers must meet before
connecting to the grid.

A controversial data center project in Henderson County near
Cedar Creek Reservoir has been pulled after the company said it
couldn’t comply with Abbott’s standards, The Tribune reported.
The site was expected to take 12 years to build out and to consume
5 million gallons of lake water per day by its fifth year. It drew
considerable opposition from residents because of the location’s
proximity to a developed subdivision.

41 screwworm cases in Texas to date

Forty-one cases of New World screwworm cases have been con-
firmed in Texas by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Stan-
dard reported, with one additional case in New Mexico. The latest
infestation was confirmed in a baby calf in western Starr County,
the first detected case in the Rio Grande Valley.

The screwworm is the larval stage of a parasitic fly that feeds
on the living tissue of warm-blooded animals. Without treatment,
infestations can be fatal. Federal and state officials are working to
contain the outbreak, with several counties in South and West Texas
under quarantine that limits movement of livestock.
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GLOOM OR CHEERFULNESS-WHICH?

Voltaire, the famous French philosopher, once said: “I wish I had never been
born.” Jay Gould, the famous American philanthropist, said when he was dying:
“I suppose I am the most miserable man ever to live.” Benjamin Disraeli, the fa-
mous prime minister of Great Britain wrote:
struggle, old age a regret.” Very gloomy words from men who made their mark in
the world. But listen to some brighter words from the apostle Paul, another fa-
mous man, near the end of his life: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my
course, I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righ-
teousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day” (2 Tim.

What enabled Paul to be cheerful, and rise above the gloom and pessimism
many people feel at the end of their lives, and kept him from being a bitter old
man? Not wealth, he didn’t have much money. Not popularity, many people hated
him. Not a life of comfort, his life was filled with hardships. In fact, he was in
prison, awaiting execution, when he wrote those hope-inspiring words. It was his
faith in Jesus! Because he was a Christian, his life had real meaning, and the end
of his life was not gloomy and fearful. That’s what Paul meant when he said:
“There is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Jjudge, shall give me.” Jesus makes the same promise to you and me, because Paul
also said the crown of righteousness was not to him only “but unto all them that

Don’t live the kind of life that leaves you an embittered, pessimistic old man
or woman. You can serve God, and at the end of your life, you can look backwards
without regrets, and look forward without fear. It is your choice. Think on these

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. 0. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.

“Youth is a mistake, manhood a
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Lady Bears alumni game set Aug. 8

The Lady Bears annual Alumni Game is set for 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 8.

It’s also a pop-up shop event with vendor spots available for
$25 each. All proceeds benefit Gladewater High School’s vol-
leyball program.

For more information, contact LaPortia Montgomery at
903-720-1287.

White Oak Library welcomes

watercolor artists next month

The White Oak School & Community Library will host a
“Watercolor Collectives’ art session from 4-5 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 20, in the learning lab.

Participants should bring their own paint, watercolor paper
and favorite brushes to participate in the free-to-attend event.

“Calling all local painters! Looking for a relaxed space to
work on your art? Bring your watercolor supplies and current
projects to the library for a casual, drop-in Watercolor Meet-
Up,” the library announced. “Free, low-pressure, and open to
all skill levels.”

Get more event updates via facebook.com/roughnecklib

Gladewater library marks
Harry Potter’s 46th B’day

with annual bash July 31
Heads-up, Muggles, it’s that time of year again.
Lee-Bardwell Public Library’s annual Harry Potter party

returns this Friday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to celebrate the July
31st birthday of “The Boy Who Lived.”

From Bertie Bott’s Every Flavor Beans to Butterbeer and
more, the local library staffers go all out to mark each magical
milestone for J.K. Rowling’s iconic character. Potter’s canonical
birthday is July 31, 1980, so the fictional wizard turns 46 in ‘26.

According to Lee-Bardwell Library Director Brandy Winn,
“We’re going all-out again with it.”

Attendees are encouraged to dress up for the event and come
ready to sample dishes from the books, treats and special bever-
ages while they enjoy Harry potter themed games, trivia and a
couple of the film adaptations.

Learn more from @leepubliclibrary on Facebook.

Library’s American history
lecture series wraps Aug. 6

The final installment of Lee-Bardwell Public Library Ameri-
can history lecture series will include some throwback snacks
to the Revolutionary War.

The third part of a trio of talks by Dr. M. Rhys Dotson will
focus on ‘After the Revolution.’

“We’re basically going to conclude the Revolution and talk
about the politics, which is not something people often think
about — how things came about, how much animosity there

as,” library director Brandy Winn says. The young republic
won the war, the battle began: “It could be considered the fight
for freedom.

In other words, she quipped, “Let’s have some fun and talk
about who hated who and what they did to each other.”

Set for 6 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 6, it’s the final lesson from
Dotson, adapted from his lectures as an associate professor at
the University of Texas at Tyler. Previous talks include ‘Precur-
sors to the Revolutionary War’ and ‘The US Revolution War:
Independence & Ramifications,’” coinciding with this year’s
semiquincentennial America 250 celebrations.

Blood drive scheduled

Carter BloodCare of Tyler will hold four blood drives in
Upshur County in August, announced Donna Russell, a drive
recruiter for the agency.

A community blood drive, sponsored by the Upshur County
office of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service, is set
Thursday, Aug. 6, from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 101 E. Cass
in Gilmer.

The address is site of the old Gilmer National Bank drive-
through facility, now a county-owned building in a county-
owned parking lot.

For more information on that drive, email County Extension
Agent Julie York at juliec.york@ag.tamu.edu.

A Big Sandy High School community and staff drive is
scheduled Monday, Aug. 10, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 401
Wildcat Drive.

For more information, email kfields@bigsandyisd.org.

The same day, a Union Grove High School community and
staff drive is set from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 11377 Union Grove
Road.

For more information on it, email Mayhanj@ugisd.org

The final drive is set for 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Monday, Aug. 31,
at Walmart, 1923 N. Wood (which is also U.S. 271) in Gilmer.
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For more information on that drive, email Drussell@cart-
erbloodcare.org.

“Community support is especially important right now, as
local hospitals continue to rely on volunteer blood donors to
ensure lifesaving blood is available for patients when they need
it,” Russell said in a news release.

For more information on donating, contact her at 903-574-
4998.
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Gilmer post earns awards

Gilmer-based American Legion R.E. (Peppy) Blount Post
No. 320 recently received three awards from the American
Legion Department of Texas at the veterans organization’s
state convention in Austin.

One was a Certificate of Excellence for having an all-time
high in local membership for 16 consecutive years. Shirley
Parnell, adjutant of the Gilmer post, said it was the only post
in Texas to receive the award for that length of time.

It also received the Membership Award for “achieving or
exceeding 100% post membership goal for the 2026 mem-
bership year.”

The other honor was the “Post Retention Award” certificate
for “achieving 90% or higher retention of previous year’s
members for the 2026 membership year.”

Immediate past Commander of the Gilmer post, Pat Taylor,
was presented one or more of the honors at the July 11 con-
vention by State Commander Richard Huntley. The Gilmer
post’s current commander, Thadd Barr, was unable to attend.

TPW community outdoor
outreach program grant

announces application workshops

The CO-OP Grant team will host a series of Grant Applica-
tion Workshops to cover all the elements needed for a competi-
tive application.

The CO-OP Grant will begin accepting project proposals
August 3, 2026, through October 1, 2026, at 5 pm CST. Grant
Awards will be announced March 1, 2027, and programs will
take place over 18 months.

Find out more at www.etcog.org/texas-parks-and-wildlife-
grant-application-workshops.

Storytime at county library

Two activities for young children are scheduled at the
Upshur County Library in Gilmer this week before the
Friends of the Upshur County Library organzation meets
there next week.

A book will be read to youngsters at both of the library’s
weekly “Storytime” sessions Thursday (July 30).

On Saturday, “LEGOs at the Library” is scheduled for
children from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. The Friends group meets
at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

“Tiny T. Rex and the First-Day Oopsies” by Jonathan
Stutzman will be presented at the 10 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. Sto-
rytimes, which are for children up to age 11.

A website says this book, which is about a pint-sized dino-
saur’s first day of school and “helps kids navigate first-day
jitters,” is perfect for ages 4-6.

“Music and movement” will follow each reading of the
book, said Amy Allred, children’s coordinator for the library.
She said clapping and stretching to music “help with brain
development.”

Each session also will feature a wreath-related craft.

A flyer from the library says the “LEGOs” event involves
children free-building a creation to be entered in competition
for a chance to win a LEGO set. Every child will additionally
be entered in a raffle to win a small LEGO set.

For more information on the upcoming activities, contact
the library at 903-843-5001.

White Oak City Hall warns resi-
dents from illegal dumping site

The City of White Oak is aware of a social media post circu-
lating that suggests a location is available for public dumping.
This information is false.

“The property shown is not a permitted or authorized dis-
posal site and is not open to the public. The location is private
property and has no environmental permits or authorization
to accept waste of any kind.

“This location has previously been investigated as an illegal
dumping site, and the city is continuing to monitor the situation.

Any person who deposits trash, debris, or other waste at
this location may be subject to criminal enforcement and any
applicable civil penalties under state law.

“The City of White Oak reminds all residents to dispose
of waste only at authorized disposal facilities. If you observe
illegal dumping or have information regarding unlawful dis-
posal of waste, please report it to the City of White Oak so the
matter can be investigated.”
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It shouldn’t be your responsibility to know how to look, where to look or when to
look to be informed about public information. It is the government’s responsibility
to notify you, and public notices in your newspaper eliminates the guesswork.

If it is not in the newspaper, how will you know?

The Gladewater Mirror
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Gladewater Rotary Club President Sam Cloud
(left) welcomes Caleb Kimbrough (center) as the
July 23 luncheon speaker alongside father and

Rotarian Luke Kimbrough. The younger
Kimbrough recently attended Scouting America’s
Sea Base, a high adventure experience in the
Florida Keys.

Back to school
countdown begins

Continued from Page 1

Importantly, students must be fully registered by 3 p.m. today
(Thursday, July 30) or they will be unable to start school Aug.
3. Head Start parents, in particular, are reminded to complete
GISD online registration ASAP.

Per GPS, “Bring your pre-approval letter from the spring
to the school to get fully registered,” with questions about a
student’s registration status best directed to the campus office
at 903-845-2254.

Notably, student transportation plans cannot be changed the
first week of school: “The first days of school are very busy,
and our campus receives hundreds of transportation change
requests. Because our students are young, many do not yet know
their bus number, home address, parent names, or transporta-
tion arrangements. This can create confusion and increase the
risk of miscommunication... How they go home the first day
is how they will go home the rest of the first week.”

Parents may walk students to class only on the first day of
school, Monday. For those pupils who start after Aug. 3,a GPS
staffer will help them to class.

At Weldon Elementary, Meet the Teacher will feature back-
to-school photos taken by the Weldon Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation plus snow cones from Charlie’s Sno-Ball. Weldon Spirit
shirts will also be available for purchase.

Before Friday’s Meet the Teacher activities at Gladewater
Middle School, schedule pickup runs 2:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. July
31, and every GMS student will receive a paper copy of their
schedule on Day One during student orientation.

At Gladewater High School, student registration ends today
with on-site assistance available for new students from 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

For more information, contact the high school office at
903-845-5591. Registration takes about one hour and must be
completed on a computer (not a smartphone or similar device).
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~ERIEHOME.

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service ,'

Erie Roofi 1976

I.IMIT D TIME  OFFER

50%OFF §

Instullatlon

s FREEESTIMATE B

SCHEDULE TODAY!
Call1.855.565.2452

CALLTODAY!1.855.565.2452

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum
purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction
Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your
area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message,
email, pre-recorded messages by FErie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies
notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on
homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome. com/erielicenses/

CGonsumer Cellular

OVER 50? UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Backed by #1 Network Coverage and
Customer Satisfaction.*

SW|tch & Save Today. 855 493 3803 )

e. Pl E-billing. Te

Electric Bikes (Scooters)
ARE HERE TO STAY!

WATCH OUT

FOR THE KIDS!
¢ PLEASE
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ACROSS

1 country bumpkin

5 TXism: “fits like
ugly __ __ape’

6 J. Frank Dobie
wasan authority
onTexas folk___

7 TXism: “cut the
____"(drink)

8 TXism: “as wel-
come as a skunk
__ _pienic”

9 TX Dale Evans
song:“__!San
Antone” in film
“Rio Grande”

12 TXism:“_ __a
rooster he'll crow”
17 seat of Coleman
County
19 group at TX
Willie Nelson’s
Farm Aid IV:
“‘Guns _
21 third DWIlis _
in Texas
22 TXism: “out of
" (broken)
23 Texas wildcatter
28 what TX George
Jones could do
29 TXism:“_
solid perfect”

30 end of flag pledge:

“Texas,
indivisible”

31 TXism: “she has
tosneak __ __ _
mirror to fix her
hair” (homely)

35 TX Sissy Spacek
portrayed
Ann Fugate in
film “Badlands”

36 TXism: “park your
tongue” (2 wds.)

42 how 1993 cult
seige near Waco
ended on April 19

44 TXism: “hungry
as_ ___ona
concrete pasture”

46 “its___ _
you see everyday”
(rare)

48 Dallas mayor won
“Lucky !
from Buffalo mayor

in 1993 Super Bowl
49 fancy word for “soon”

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2026 by Orbison Bros.

50 Texas newspaper:
‘Hays ____ Press”

51 Texans

52 make a choice

53 “been there,
_ that"

54 anorca

56 TXism:“ -
town” (small)

57 TX Debbie film:
“The Singing __”

58 D.C. time zone

horse

DOWN

1 TXism: “can’t
__ him” (inferior)

2 TXism: “doesn’t
know enough to
come __
the rain”

3 auto dealership
activity (2 wds.)

4 Palestine AM radio

9 FortWorth's“___

Carter Museum of
Western Art”

10 Twitty tune: “As
SoonAs|__

»

11 TXism: “beats
__thing I ever
saw”

12 TXism:“___
slinger” (writer)

13 Mexican painter
and subject of
TX Robert
Rodriguez opera

14 TXism:“dry ___”
(bad oil well)

15 “this” in Mexico

16 TXism: “slick as a
watermelon ___”

18 UT grad, Wallach

20 TX George H. W.
to TX George W.

23 TX Shelley Duvall
“Popeye” role (init.)

24 corporation abbr.

25 TX Scott Joplin’s
“Maple ____ Rag’

26 dock where small
boats are moored

27 pitching wedge,
e.g. (2wds.)

32 circus showman,
Barnum

33 an Oilers coach,

_ “Bum” Phillips

P-1802

34 Astros’ league
before 2013 (abbr.)

36 bro’s sib

37 abbr. of relief at
end of work week

38 upl
(act your age)

39 TX Rodney Crowell
wrote hit “Til _
____ Control Again”

40 “north,” south of
the border

41 TXism: “that’s the
ball ____"(it's over)

43 cooler before air
conditioning

45 former Cowboy GM,
Schramm (init.)

47 lockjaw or trismus

48 to yield or grant

55 made a loan

See Answers on this page.

Gladewater Rotary Club members and other
volunteers recently completed accessibility

ramps for residents in need in both Gladewater
and Liberty City.

Courtesy photos from Gladewater Rotary
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NEED AN AFFORDABLE
BUSINESS LOAN FAST?

Stop waiting on bank approval! Get the funding you need to
expand now! Cash in as little as 7 business days or Less!

No closing costs if you qualify!

$50K minimum

Must be in business at least 6 months!
And have $10K per month in verifiable revenue!
No minimum FICO Score needed!
Call Mark N. 903-500-9343 Your small business loan specialist.

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to

reach your financial goals.

MKT-5894N-A

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

edwardjones.com

Consumer Cellular

DEN FEES.
DEN ANYTHING.

Plans start at just $20/month.

839-493-3803

©2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS

\ EAST TEXAS
Vv FOOD BANK

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month
10:00 am to Noon

While supplies last

guds
YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

Highway 80 East
Gladewater -

845-5186

HOURS
7:30AM. -5:30 PM.

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

Local company.
Local joumnalists.
Local stories.

Handcrafted ;| Painted , Custom Pet

Jewelry * Gourds X Paintings ~ Portraits

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater
Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns

Ph: 903-387-2831 dasweat7 (@gmail .com
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Bears, Roughnecks and Lions ready for action

By Tyler Sutton

As summer break gets
closer to its end, that means
only one thing and that’s the
high school football season is
right around the corner.

And that means using what
is left of summer to get ready
for the 2026 season. I spoke
to all three head coaches from
Gladewater, Union Grove and

a district championship and
a 9-1 season where they went
a perfect 6-0 in district and a
Bi district championship in the
playoffs and will be a favorite
to repeat as district champs as
they bring back most of their
roster.

Over at Union Grove - “The
Kids have been working hard
this summer in the weight

As mentioned, the Lions
are coming off ending their
playoff drought going 6-4 and
4-4 in district play.

With a veteran roster full of
many seniors, the Lions will
be a favorite to do just that and
win a district championship.

And in White Oak, new
White Oak head coach Tanner
Thiel said “Obviously we are

ing off a 5-5 season, but only
1-5 in district play, which kept

&

them out the post season. With
a new coach and quite a few

returning players, the future
is bright in White Oak.

—— 2026 FOOTBALL SCHEDULES —

White Oak on how they are room. implementing a new offense _ 7/ m RS /jy “ ¥
preparing for the upcoming “Most people think the and defense with a new staff, DATE = OPPONENT TIME > SITE
season during the summer wejghtroomisaplacetowork butlfeel the kids have learned 813 TROUP (SCRIMMAGE) 2o v
beiore school begins. . on the body, which is true but it well so far this summer. 8/21 RUSK (SCRIMMAGE) 7:00 AWAY
We talked about being con-  jts also a great place to work They have been doing 8/28 DAINGERFIELD 7:00 HOME
sistent this summer. Consis-  the mind. We ask our kids to  @mazing in the weight room 9/4 PITTSBURG 7:00 HOME
tency is what seperates good  do tough things and they have ~ all summer which is awesome 9/10 WEST RUSK 7:00 AWAY
teams from championship done a great job responding  to see. They have shown up 9/18 SPRING HILL 7:00 AWAY
teams. This summer, we dont “We are focusing on our ready to getafter it every day. ?ﬁ: A;:::s 00 HEHE
need to be great one day, e returners. Snapping a 8-year | feel our focus this season 078 S Sos e
need to show up, work andbe  playoff drought last season  Will be getting back to the 10/16 YTATUM 7:00 AWAY
great every day! has really shifted our focus ~post season and that means 10/23 *WHITE 0AK 7:00 HOME
“Stay consistent and stay from a playoff birth to a doingwellinagood and tough 10/30 *LIBERTY EYLAU AWAY
hungry! “ said Gladewater djstrict championship,” said ~ district. Which I feel we can 11/6 *ATLANTA (SR. NIGHT) 7:00 HOME
head coach Jermaine Lewis.  Union Grove head coachKyle —compete in.  HOMECOMING [EEEIS | ‘DISTRICTGAME |
The Bears are coming off  Adams. The Roughnecks are com-
2026 White Oak Roughneck Varsity Football Schedule DATE OPPONENT TIME SITE
8/13 TROUP (SCRIMMAGE) 5:30 HOME
8/21 RUSK (SCRIMMAGE) 5:30 AWAY
8/27 DAINGERFIELD 6:30 AWAY
DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME == T = o
9/8 WEST RUSK 6:30 HOME
8/14/26 Palestine Westwood/Mexia Palestine TBD 9/17 SPRING HILL 6:30 HOME
9/24 ATHENS 6:30 AWAY
8/20/26 Grand Saline White Oak TBD 1071 OPEN E :
10/6 *SABINE 6:30 HOME
o o _ 10/15 *TATUM 6:30 HOME
8/28/26 Spring Hill Spring Hill 7:00 PM 10/22 *WHITL OAK 630 AWAY
| 10/29 *LIBERTY EYLAU 6:30 HOME
9/4/26 Winnsboro Winnsboro 7:00 PM i 11/5 *ATLANTA 6:30 AWAY
9/11/26 Arp White Oak 7:30 PM 8th GRADE (B /A) 7th GRADE (B / A)
9/18/26 Scurry-Rosser White Oak 7.00 PM DATE ~ OPPONENT TIME SITE DATE ~ OPPONENT |  TIME SITE
. 9/3 PITTSBURGH ‘ 4:30 / 6:30 | HOME (SCRIMMAGE) PITTSBURG 4:30 / 5:00 | HOME (SCRIMMAGE)
9/25/26 West Rusk White Oak 7:00 PM 9/8 WESTRUSK | 4:30/6:30 AWAY WESTRUSK | 4:30/5:00 AWAY
9/17 SPRING HILL 4:30/6:30 AWAY SPRING HILL 4:30 / 5:00 AWAY
10/2/26 BYE 9/24 ATHENS 4:30/6:30 | HOME ATHENS 4:30 / 5:00 HOME
10/09/26 Liberty-Eylau Liberty-Eylau 7:00 PM s i i ; ;
10/6 | SABINE | 4:00/6:00  AWAY SABINE | 4:00/4:30  AWAY
10/16/26 Atlanta White Oak 7:00 PM 10/15 TATUM 4:00/ 6:00 AWAY TATUM 4:noi 4:30 AWAY
10/22 | WHITEOAK | 4:00/6:00 | HOME WHITEOAK | 4:00/4:30  HOME
10/23/26 Gladewater Gladewater 7:00 PM 10/29 |LIBERTY EYLAU| 4:00/6:00 |  AWAY LIBERTY EYLAU | 4:00/4:30 AWAY
/5 | ATLANTA | 4:00/6:00 | HOME ATLANTA | 4:00/4:30  HOME
10/29/26 Tatum White Oak 7:00 PM X
oo S/ TRADITION. TOUGHNES TEMY. BEAR PRIDE /1)

See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Bailey's JACE

J.O.

Williams

Since 1936
300 Hwy. 80 East
Gladewater
903.845.2222

* Sk %k Kk Kk &

COMMUNITIES
DEPEND ON LOCAL

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX

Sé 8:00-6:00

S 00200 903.845.5787
BAPTIST

Calvary Baptist * 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist + 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church ¢ 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist * 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church ¢ 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church « 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist « 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist » 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist » 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist * 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible « 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist « 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist ¢+ 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist « 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ + 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church « 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church ¢ 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran ¢ 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center « 903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene * 903-845-4425
METHODIST
First Methodist Church Gladewater ¢ 903-845-2565
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church < 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist ¢ 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist « 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church « 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church « 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal ¢ 903-845-2922
Northside Pentecostal
Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian « 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church
Living Hope Fellowship « 903-261-2023
Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church ¢ 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holinesse 903-845-8195

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.
2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647
903-845-5028

NEWSPAPERS

1 out of 2 Americans read
or access information
from their local weekly
newspaper every month.

Source: America’s 2023 Local
conducted by Coda Ventures.

MANNA HOUSE

o Jodd Store House”

MannaHouseofGladewater.org

903-845-4066

Manna House of Gladewater
P.O. Box 808 o Gladewater, Texas 75647

Off-Hours Drop-Offs: 1710 N. Main St. in Gladewater

We need your support - monetary
donations and/et feed denaticns

paper Study

- for Manna Ffeuse te help fitd
the foed beres that we disteibule
le cwr many Joamidies.
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PUBLIC
NOTICE

Your Team
At Safelock

In accordance with
Texas Property Code,
Chapter 59, 1804 S
Eastman Rd Safelock
Storage, Longview, Tx
75602, will conduct a
public auction to satisfy
a Landlord’s lien. Units
will be sold as-is to the
highest bidder online at
www.storageauctions.

com opening
08/10/26@10am and
closing 08/17/26

@10am Cash Only. A
$100 cleanup deposit
and sales tax are
required.

The seller reserves the
right to withdraw the
property at any time
before the sale. This
property includes the

contents of the
following tenant’s
spaces:

® Jesse Lambert unit
18 NCC- mattress set,
gas can.

Correction: Based on
the post on 7/23/26 the
4- wheeler will be
auctioned on a different
date. A new ad will
follow with the updated
date and time for the
auction when the time
comes.

-I|||||I Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps.
No prescriptions.

Call 855-717-9854
to get your 45-day risk free trial.

ﬂk“/!‘;

903-845-2235 - Ads@GIadeatermwror com

Qs

Divide & Conquer Estate
Sale for Barbara Shtofman

(address will be advertised day prior to sale via
webpage & social media)

Thurs., July 30 ~ 7:00 - 5:30, Fri., July 31 ~
8:00 - 5:30 and Sat., Aug. 1 ~ 8:00 - 2:00

When a life is full of philanthropic efforts and op-
portunities, your home mirrors your travels and
your work. The Shtofman’s home carries so many
one-of-a-kind treasures gathered from their adven-
tures around the globe; sculptures, art, porcelain,
crystal and the list continues. There are also piec-
es we need for everyday life too; fabulous furniture
finds, linens, items for stocking your kitchen and a
large selection of vintage books. Costume jewel-
ry, perfume bottle collections, wall screens, marble
pieces and truly, SO MUCH MORE!

Clear your calendars for this sale friends...
one you will not want to miss!

itis truly

h.mmum W
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Native arrowheads
| wanted. Point tipped —=
Yuma, Clovis, Folsum,
Eden, Midland.
Must be old,
authentic, unbroken. —
Top dollar paid
$10.00 to $10,000
depending on type
and condition.
Buy 1 or a box full.

979-218-3351

M[JJMW

Atom X

Local company.
Local joumalists.
Local stories.

To Advertise Your Local Business
Call Us At 903-845-2235

OUT OF DATE RECORDS TO BE DESTROYED

The Upshur County Shared Service Arrangement (UCSSA) which is
comprised of the Big Sandy, Gilmer, Gladewater, Harmony, New Diana,
Union Grove, and Union Hill Independent School Districts, proposes to
destroy all out-of-date Special Education records contained in the
eligibility folders of students who were dismissed from the program
through July, 2019. Also included in this purging will be records of
students who were tested and did not qualify for special education
services as well as records of those who qualified but were not placed.
These records are presently maintained in the UCSSA office located at
384 Allen St, Gilmer, TX. 75644, and include referral information,

educational, psychological,
committee minutes,

medical,
individual educational plans, and classroom

admission review and dismissal

observation data. It is our responsibility to inform you that these records
may be needed for social security benefits or other purposes and that it
may be to your benefit to obtain them. Those who prefer that their
records not be destroyed should send a written request to: Aniecea
Tefteller, Compliance Specialist or Angie Hargett, Office Manager, Upshur
County Shared Service Arrangement, 384 Allen St, Gilmer, TX. 75644
before September 1, 2026. For additional information, call (903) 843-5575.

TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED AD

Al
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RTISING NETWORK

TexSCAN Week of
July 26-Aug. 1, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dentalSOplus.com/txpress #6258

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien, 1-855-717-9854.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-855-540-0154.

Replace your roof with the best looking and longest
lasting material — steel from Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time Offer — up to 50% off
installation + Additional 10% off install (for military,
health workers & 1st responders.) Call Erie Metal
Roofs: 1-855-565-2452.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

WANTED

Native arrowheads wanted. Point tipped Yuma,
Clovis, Folsum, Eden, Midland. Must be old, authentic,
unbroken. Top dollar paid, $10-$10,000 depending on
type and condition. Buy 1 or a box full. 979-218-3351.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 ¢ Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

non-fuel base rates.

NOTICE OF APPLICATION OF SOUTHWESTERN ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY FOR

AUTHORITY TO RECONCILE FUEL COSTS

Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO) applied to the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Commission) on June 30, 2026, for
authority to reconcile its eligible fuel expenses and revenues for the period of January 1, 2024, through December 31, 2025 (Reconciliation Period).

SWEPCQO’s request, if granted, will affect all SWEPCO Texas retail customers who pay fixed fuel factors. The request has no effect on SWEPCO’s

During the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO incurred a total of $397,331,767 in eligible fuel, fuel-related expenses, and purchased-power

costs to generate and purchase electric energy for its Texas retail customers, as well as expenses associated with environmental consumables and
emission allowance costs incurred by SWEPCO and allocated to its Texas retail customers. As of the end of the Reconciliation Period, SWEPCO
calculated that it had over-recovered its Texas retail fuel, fuel related expenses, and purchased-power costs by $45,293,744, excluding interest.
However, subsequent to the close of the Reconciliation Period, as approved by the Commission in Docket No. 59179, SWEPCO implemented a net
interim fuel refund of the over-recovered balance as of October 31, 2025, in the amount of $42,027,369, plus cumulative interest in the amount of
$436,693 through January 31, 2026, during February through April 2026.

SWEPCO also requests a prudence finding for certain fuel-related contracts and arrangements entered into or modified during the
Reconciliation Period. Finally, SWEPCO requests recovery of its reasonable rate-case expenses associated with this fuel reconciliation proceeding
and a prior fuel refund proceeding, including those expenses paid to reimburse municipalities for their participation.

Persons with questions, or who want more information on SWEPCQ’s application, may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport,
Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 216-3523 during normal business hours. A complete copy of this application and related filings are
available for inspection at the address listed above or at the following website: https://www.swepco.com/company/about/rates/tx.

The Commission has assigned Docket No. 59827 to this proceeding. Persons who wish to intervene in or wish to express their comments
concerning SWEPCO’s application should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will be imposed. A request to
intervene or for further information should refer to Docket No. 59827 and should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box
13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further information may also be obtained by calling the Commission at (512) 936-7120, or toll free at 1-888-
782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) may contact the Commission at (512) 936-7136 or use Relay

Texas (toll free) at 1-800-735-2989. Unless otherwise ordered by the presiding officer, motions to intervene will be due 45 days from the date

SWEPCO filed its application with the Commission.
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GLADEWATER POLICE/FIRE ACTIVITY REPORT

Date Time  Agency Call Type Address
07/19/2026 00:03:22 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 1043 FM 2685
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 00:11:36 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 00:07:42 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 601 N MAIN STREET
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 00:25:15 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 01:24:35 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP W UPSHUR / FERRY
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 01:24:43
07/19/2026 02:30:51 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 1201 FM 2685
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 02:33:53 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 04:34:30 GLADEWATER ALARM 1409 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 04:37:19 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 04:37:52 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 1201 FM 2685
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 04:40:55 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 05:12:06 AGENCY ASSIST 300 JOY WRIGHT N ACCESS RD
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 05:12:55
07/19/2026 06:07:34 GLADEWATER ALARM 591 BRIAR COVE DRIVE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 06:08:39 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 08:05:47 ANIMAL 1000 W UPSHUR AVE
COMPLAINT
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 08:08:30
07/19/2026 08:12:25 AGENCY ASSIST 2200 W UPSHUR AVE TRUMAN
SMITH
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 08:14:10
07/19/2026 08:26:28 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 500 SHELLCAMP
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 08:26:34
07/19/2026 08:42:17 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 2200 W UPSHUR AVE TRUMAN
FIRE DEPT. SMITH
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 08:42:52
07/19/2026 09:49:22 GLADEWATER SUSPICIOUS LAKE GLADEWATER
POLICE DEPT. VEHICLE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 09:59:54
07/19/2026 10:17:01 GLADEWATER ASSAULT 300 MONEY STREET
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 10:20:25 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 10:57:07 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 10:59:06 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 600 SHELLCAMP
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 10:59:33
07/19/2026 11:04:35 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP E BROADWAY AND SHELLCAMP
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 11:05:19
07/19/2026 11:14:23 HAZARD 120 EXIT 591
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 11:15:03
07/19/2026 11:34:37 GLADEWATER HAZARD HWY 271 SABINE BRIDGE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 11:36:02
07/19/2026 12:08:58 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 508 N LIVE OAK
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 12:09:24
07/19/2026 12:42:36 AGENCY ASSIST 410 WHITE RD
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 12:44:58
07/19/2026 14:20:35 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 607 E BROADWAY AVE TEXAS
FIRE DEPT. TRADITIONS
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 14:21:12
07/19/2026 14:37:59 AGENCY ASSIST 131 PITTMAN ST
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 14:38:38
07/19/2026 14:41:00 SUSPICIOUS E GEORGE RICHEY AND PLILER
VEHICLE PRECISE RD
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 14:42:24
07/19/2026 14:49:11 911 HANGUP 129 RIDGE LN
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 14:50:06
ggr?tqll"g%:ispatch- 0711912026 18:02:20 14-57-9R AGENCY AQSIST 2987 W GFORGE RICHEY RN
07/19/2026 18:02:35 AGENCY ASSIST 327 COUNTY ROAD 3488
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 18:02:54
07/19/2026 18:07:24 AGENCY ASSIST 1430 US HIGHWAY 80
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 18:08:08
07/19/2026 18:24:47 ALARM 2201 W UPSHUR AVE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 18:26:10
07/19/2026 19:03:29 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 1609 E LAKE DR GLADEWATER
FIRE DEPT. TN 75647
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 19:05:01
07/19/2026 19:06:17 AGENCY ASSIST 238 DALE DR
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 19:06:58
07/19/2026 19:55:02 911 HANGUP 1606 MAIN ST EASTON
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 19:55:58
07/19/2026 20:02:21 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP MELBA AND WOOD
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 20:02:54
07/19/2026 20:33:18 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP E BROADWAY- N MAIN
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 20:33:38
07/19/2026 20:44:27 911 HANGUP 397 W SHEPPARD DR
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 20:45:20
07/19/2026 20:55:33 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS CENTER-QUITMAN
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 20:55:49
07/19/2026 21:21:43 GLADEWATER FIRE 1516 N MAIN STREET
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 21:23:14 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 21:39:12 AGENCY ASSIST 1 20 EAST BOUND
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 21:40:26
07/19/2026 22:17:51 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 103 W ELEANOR STREET
FIRE DEPT. APARTMENT 48
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 22:19:45 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/19/2026 22:31:00 GLADEWATER AGENCY ASSIST 513 W GAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/19/2026 22:32:25 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/20/2026 11:17:03 MISCELLANEOUS 2200 W UPSHUR AVENUE
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 11:17:39 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/20/2026 12:40:30 GLADEWATER THEFT 2210 PINECREST DRIVE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 12:40:59 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/20/2026 13:44:34 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 510 WOOD STREET
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 13:45:08 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
07/20/2026 13:50:14 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS CASH AMERICA PAWN
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 13:50:24
07/20/2026 14:03:24 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS N MAIN CITY LIMITS
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 14:04:18
07/20/2026 20:25:22 ANIMAL 1208 ST HWY 135
COMPLAINT
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 20:25:58
07/20/2026 20:55:57 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP W GAY/ POST
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 20:56:05
07/20/2026 21:07:06 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S LOOP 485/ MONEY
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 21:27:30
07/20/2026 21:54:22 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP S TYLER
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 21:58:36
07/20/2026 23:16:54 GLADEWATER TRAFFIC STOP 80/ MILDRED
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 07/20/2026 23:17:17
07/21/2026 00:04:36 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 1298 E BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.

Sent To Dispatch- 07/21/2026 00:04:58 GLADEWATER, TX 75647

WOPD Activity

For the reporting period of July 20th through July 26th, 2026, officers for the White Oak
Police Department responded to or initiated 156 calls for service and assistance. Some of the
most common calls were: Burglar Alarms, Advice Calls, Suspicious Activity, Traffic Issues
(motorist assists, traffic control, reckless drivers, etc.), and Community Relations (welfare
checks, civil issues, vacation home security checks, etc.).

Four traffic collisions were investigated during this reporting period. No injuries were
reported.
Two arrests were made during this reporting period:

Kyler Smith, 19, for Driving While Intoxicated, Possession of Tobacco/E-cig Product by a
Minor, Minor in Possession of Alcohol, No Seat Belt.

Tyler Gibbs, 25, for Driving While Intoxicated with Child Under 15 y.o0.a., Resisting Arrest,
Search or Transport.

No cases were presented to the Gregg County District Attorney during this reporting period.
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FIRE

AGENCY ASSIST
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TRAFFIC STOP

ALARM

TRAFFIC STOP
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SUSPICIOUS
VEHICLE
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DISTURBANCE

SUSPICIOUS

PERSON

MISCELLANEOUS
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1832 PHILLIPS SPRINGS ROAD

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
309 W GREGG AVENUE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
507 W QUITMAN AVENUE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647

3970 e us hwy 80

2201 W GAY AVENUE
GLADEWATER, TX 75647
306 N AMES STREET

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
GREGG CO JAIL

1400 BLOCK W GAY

100 E GAY AVENUE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
W GAY / TENERY

410 W GAY AVENUE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
GODFREY/ SABINE

W UPSHUR

DEAN/ S MAIN

349 WEST RV PARK
500 AVALON DRIVE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
921 ADRIAN RD

620 GREEN ST

1301 N RODEO

125 S MAIN PHILLY ROBS

1144 FM 1252 W

2287 W GEORGE RICHEY RD

LYNN AND SHELLCAMP

CADDO AND NORTH POINT
PLEASANT

602 EASTLAKE DRIVE

726 AND HWY 259

1160 VALLEYWOOD TRAIL
1201 FM 2685

NE 49 LAKE CHEROKEE
1625 E BROADWAY AVENUE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
1005 W UPSHUR AVE

349 AND 2011
i20 west

LAUNDRY MATT ON W UPSHUR

1626 CRONJE ST

895 E BROADWAY AVE

188 SINGING J CIR

1001 E BROADWAY AVE LONG
INS

3053 BROWNING
3687 OLD HWY 135 N
4577 ESTES PKWY
156 FM 2011 LOT 12

5003 ESTES PKWY

13 GREENWAY VILLAGE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647

511 S TYLER ROAD

GLADEWATER, TX 75647
1300 E BROADWAY AVENUE

GLADEWATER, TX 75647

TYLER ST/CL

1798 RIVER RD

2030 TEXAS ST

W UPSHUR/CL

1657 FM 449

518 MELBA

TEXAS TRADITIONS

1201 FM 2685

801 E ALLISON STREET

GPD) Arrest Report

Date Arrestee Name

Arrest Address

712112026 HAWLEY, DENISELYN

JANETTE

1298 E BROADWAY AVENUE

Charges

- ALL OTHER OFFENSES

GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

POSS CS PG 1/1-B <1G

RESIST ARREST SEARCH OR TRANSPORT
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Texas A&M Forest Service adds airpower to fight
against wildfires with 3 new aircraft

Continued from Page 1

aircraft and capabilities Texas needs for a flexible, effective
wildfire response fleet.

The Task Force recommended a combination of helicopters
for precise water drops and tactical support, versatile fixed-
wing multi-mission aircraft for intelligence and coordination,
and large airtankers capable of delivering substantial amounts
of fire retardant to slow a wildfire’s spread.

“Texans should not have to wait for aircraft to become avail-
able when a wildfire threatens our communities,” said Chancel-
lor Glenn Hegar. “Building a dedicated state fleet gives Texas
A&M Forest Service the ability to see fires sooner, make bet-
ter decisions and move resources where they are needed most.
This is a practical investment that will help Texans and protect
their property.”

Without a dedicated fleet, Texas historically has relied on
aircraft obtained through federal resource-sharing agreements.
Those aircraft can be reassigned when higher-priority fires
develop elsewhere in the country.

With funding provided by the 89th Texas Legislature, Texas
is building a fleet dedicated to protecting communities within
the state. The aircraft will remain under state management,
giving Texas a more dependable and responsive aerial defense
against wildfires.

“During the 89th Legislative Session, we made a historic
promise to the people of Texas to bolster our state’s defenses
against catastrophic wildfires,” said state Rep. Ken King.
“Today, I am proud to see Texas A&M Forest Service moving
with incredible speed and administrative precision to turn that
promise into a reality. This fast-tracked acquisition means these
life-saving airplanes and helicopters will be in our skies and
ready to protect our communities sooner.”

Waverly Kelly reads
“Bad Dog, Marley”
alongside Mutt-a-
Doodle ‘Huddy’ during
the summer’s last |
storytime at White Oak
Library Monday
afternoon. Adopted
from Texas  Star
Rescue in 2018, Huddy
eventually became
therapy-certified
through PetSmart in
Longview.

Photo by
James Draper

Kty .
(903)845-1543 i |

*Serving our community with excellence'

by

2026 BEARS AND LADY

VARSITY BE T R 8th GRADE (B/4)

WESO,
* Q’ 0‘.

YOUTH'SPORTS

HIPP'S MARIN£

SHPPSUARNECOM  SCE |
QYANANA _ A mercusr*
gy WeoBr I s

7th GRADE (81 A)

(ANelson

xxxxx

¥ 003801-1185

01 RADHAY A « GADERATRR T Stharar Snith

famner
903-635-5021

GET YOUR
SPOT
RESERVED

NOW IN THIS
YEAR’S FALL
SPORTS
CALENDAR FOR
GLADEWATER
AND WHITE

OAK!

CALL DARLA @

diiA SIHL 1N0
1131134 LNOG

GO ‘NECKS

AND LADYNECKS
Spencer
C)%nhodomics
med.
Adam Spencer, DDS MS

ABETTER
WAY TO RENT

903-845-2235

RO Y AL
&O0FF-ROAD

903-759-8388
5907 W.MARSHALL AVE
LONGVIEW, TX 76604

The new aircraft will provide near-real-time video, mapping,
heat detection and other situational awareness tools that give
incident commanders and firefighters a more complete picture
of conditions on the fire line.

“Every wildfire is different, which is why a diverse aviation
fleet is so important,” said Texas A&M Forest Service Fire
Chief Jared Karns. “Having multiple aircraft types available,
including multi-mission aircraft platforms that can serve a
variety of roles, allows us to respond effectively to the unique
demands of each incident.”

Through House Bill 500, the Texas Legislature appropriated
$257 million in 2025 for Texas A&M Forest Service to purchase,
operate and maintain wildfire suppression aircraft.

Nine aircraft are currently staged in Texas for wildfire
response. Since Jan. 1, Texas A&M Forest Service has mobilized
aircraft 115 times in response to wildfire incidents. Those avia-
tion resources have dropped more than 1.25 million gallons of
water and fire retardant on wildfires across the state.

The multi-mission aircraft were acquired through the State of
Texas procurement process administered by the Texas Comp-
troller’s Statewide Procurement Division. After an evaluation
of submitted proposals, the contract was awarded to Bridger
Aerospace Group Holdings LLC.

Texas A&M Forest Service also is pursuing the final planned
component of the new fleet: Four large airtankers that are cur-
rently in the state procurement process.

Garden Club

Local military veteran,
Josh Johnston, shared sto-
ries of his time in the army
with members of the Glade-
water Area Ladies Associa-
tion on Tuesday, July 21st
at their monthly luncheon.

Josh, a decorated army
veteran, flew blackhawk
missions during the war
in the Middle East. He
displayed his uniforms,
medals and many photos.
The ladies were touched
by stories of his interac-
tions with the indigenous
people, especially sharing
candy and American flag
patches with the children.

He spoke of his love of country,
of family and of God and the sac-
rifices still required to maintain
it. Josh is the general manager of
J.0. Williams here in Gladewater.

Submitted by Rita Osha

Gladewater City budget
workshop set Thursday 6 pm

The City of Gladewater’s coming budget is officially on the
drawing board, awaiting feedback from mayor and council
Thursday evening.

It’s their first workshop of Summer 2026, and there’ll be plenty
on the plate to chew on beginning at 6 p.m. July 30.

“It’s all preliminary right now,” Gladewater City Manager
Charlie Smith confirmed.

Working through documents prepared by City Treasurer
Meghan Davis, Smith has also been coordinating with Glade-
water Police Chief Kyle Ready, Fire Chief Tim Basham, Brian
Smith in Public Works and to sketch the outline for the 2026-
2027 Fiscal Year.

“Capital expenditure is one of their major deals,” he said, lining
up projects to present for council members’ consideration July 30:
“That’s kind of where we’re going to go with this — take a look at
it, see where we’re at with the amount of money we’re going to
be able to spend and utilize this year and move on from there.”

The council’s regular monthly meeting was July 16. Thurs-
day’s special session begins with the standard call to order (the
invocation and Pledge of Allegiance) ahead of the typical time
for Citizens Comments.

It’s Smith’s fourth annual budget presentation, and he’s up
first with the city’s financial outlook and ad valorem tax rate
for Fiscal Year 2026-2027.

With the draft in-hand, the city’s seven elected officials will
dive into the numbers with guidance from Smith, City Treasurer
Meghan Foster and insights from other staffers.

Once that extensive walkthrough is complete, the night’s
agenda also includes an announcement of the date and time for
requisite public hearings on the proposed budget and tax rate
in the weeks ahead before anticipated adoption in September.

The City of Gladewater’s fiscal year runs Oct. 1 through
Sept. 30.
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