Find us on

Facebook

Mirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”
Vol. 98, No. 40

1 Section, 8 pages

7 l“05105 24281 1

50¢

=

Toppled truckisitank holds tight
P A VY (17

NG | NS

wes

Volatile fuel stays put
after 18-wheeler wreck

It could’ve been really bad, Tim Basham says.

Gladewater’s fire chief rushed to join first responders Sun-
day night after an 18-wheeler tanker overturned on Hwy. 271
at the Loop 485 intersection.

The tanker was hauling 5,500 gallons of a UN 1992 flam-
mable liquid with a Class 3 primary hazard and a Class 6.1
toxicity.

Racecar fuel, Basham translated.

Fortunately, none of the payload leaked from the tank, and
a combined effort righted the hauler within hours Sept. 28.

“According to the driver, he was going 11 miles an hour,”
the fire chief reported, and the ‘black box’ equipment on the
truck was tracking speed and other data in addition to visual
recordings. “When he turned, there’s no baffles in the fuel tank.

Continued on Page 5
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BY Benjy Hamm

When the Declaration of
Independence was signed
250 years ago, newspapers
throughout the colonies shared
the life-changing news with
their readers.

With all of the enormous
changes in this country and
media since 1776, it’s note-
worthy that more than 5,000
newspapers are still informing
their communities about what
their leaders are doing and
how those actions affect them.

Often, newspaper reporters
are the only journalists who
cover the actions of the local
school board or city council or
youth sports teams. The 2025
State of Local News report by
Northwestern University’s

Continued on Page 8

Texas voter
registration
deadline nears

GISD adopts 1.54% decrease
in combined rate following
increase in property value

By James Draper

There was a $38 million difference (for the better) between
April’s Preliminary Tax Values for Gladewater ISD and the
eventual $757.9 million in Certified Values in July.

In the interim, the budget adopted by trustees in June was
based on $753 million — the change led to a 1.54 percent
decrease between last year’s tax rate and the new number.
It also means, there’s no need for adjustment to the current
financial plan for Fiscal Year 2026-2027 — GISD’s numbers
are on-target.

“We’re really slightly under, so I feel good about the num-
bers that we used to budget revenue,” GISD Chief Financial
Officer Candy Keller reported to trustees last week.

July’s Certified Tax Values totaled $757,904,754 between
the three counties — approximately $371 million in Gregg,
$245.1 million in Upshur and $141.8 million for Smith.

School districts’ tax rate calculations for Maintenance &
Operations include the Maximum Compression Rate (set by
Texas Education Agency statewide) in addition to the local
Voter Approved Enrichment Rate.

TEA lowered the MCR the past two years, Keller noted.
Using the state’s latest rate of $0.6112 plus the local rate of
$0.1383, the new combined M&O decreases slightly to $0.7495
per $100 valuation for FY2027. Likewise, the Interest & Sink-
ing rate (based on debt) decreased from a preliminary figure
of $0.25336 to the final $0.243523.

Adding them together reaches a total tax rate of $0.993023
per $100 valuation, declining from $1.008536 per $100 of
taxable value in FY2026. The district still nets a bit more in
revenue from the tax base.

“When you factor in the difference in the certified values
and the fact that we used a little bit lower and that our MCR’s
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Paytin Thompson was crowned 2026 Gladewater High School Homecoming
Queen Friday night prior to the Homecoming game with Athens at Jack V.
Murphy Stadium. Photo by Jim Bardwell

The deadline to register
to vote in the Nov. 3 general
election is Oct. 5. Early voting
starts Oct. 19 and runs through

dropping, we’re within about $12,000 of what [ anticipate we
would have collected,” Keller concluded. “I feel good about
those numbers to be within $12,000.”

Oct. 30, according to the Texas
Secretary of State’s office.
The last day for an appli-
cation to vote by mail must
be received by Friday, Oct.
23 Voters can visit votetexas.
gov to confirm they are reg-
istered to vote, see what is
on the ballot where they live,
and get other election-related
information. That site is main-
tained by the Texas Secretary
of State.Meanwhile, The
Texas Tribune reported that
an unknown number of voter
registration applications were
delayed because of an error by
the Texas Department of Pub-
lic Safety. The agency failed
to forward the applications,
submitted online through
its driver’s license portal, to
county voter registrars.

Today’s the official start to many a Fiscal Year, including for the City of Glade-

water.

It wasn’t an easy budget season, but city employees and elected officials put in
the hours, crunched the numbers and made it to the other side with a total tax rate
of $0.567207 per $100 valuation.

That’s the so-called ‘No New Revenue’ rate for FY2026-2027 and represents
a decrease of about 1.8 percent from the rate for FY2026, which officially ended
Sept. 30. Granted, the revenues are shored up by increases to the base rates on the
water side — i.e. $5.25 for customers on the lowest tier while the average comes
in at a little less than $9.

After the city’s administrators, department heads, council members and other

By James Draper

As one operation leaves,
GEDCO welcomes successor

By James Draper

The departure of a local employer is no welcome change, but
Gladewater Economic Development Corporation has helped to
successfully fill the gap — and then some.

Earlier this month, Gladewater City Council members signed
off on a performance incentive for an incoming light industrial
operation designated ‘Project Commerce.” The joint effort will
both create new jobs here and keep an East Commerce Avenue
property from sitting empty.

“We have focused this year more on retention and develop-
ment,” says Anna Conlan, GEDCO executive director. “The
EDC'’s done a good job of keeping their finger on the pulse of
what’s coming and going.”

The Texas Open Meetings Act allows public entities to delib-
erate economic development negotiations in executive (closed)
session Sept. 17. Former mayor and current GEDCO board
member Scott Owens presented the details to council members
in private, and they returned to open meeting for a unanimous
vote on the matter with no discussion.

GEDCO has not yet named the company publicly while final
details are still being resolved. With existing operations in East
Texas as well as Ohio, it’ll be moving into the 1032 E. Com-
merce, currently being vacated by PMM Products.

Continued on Page 8

Counci concludes bug eri with cut to taxes in Fiscal Year 27

No. 7 that arrived balanced with total revenues and expenses at $7,536,509 in
the General Fund. In Fund 2 (that’s the Water & Wastewater side) the numbers

balanced at $5,672,380.

One of the final, substantial components to shaving deficits and getting the
numbers even is the anticipated injection of reimbursement funds coming back
to the city from a variety of projects — the new lift station, monies from Texas
Department of Transportation and payback for Snowmageddon’s generators.

By the end of the 20-minute meeting (a record, especially in recent weeks
of workshops and special sessions) the council accepted the budget in a 5-2
record vote.

The ‘Ayes’ included Mayor Brandy Flanagan-Shipp plus Mayor Pro Tem

stakeholders hammered and whittled away at six preliminary budgets, it was draft

Sonny Anderson alongside councilmen Kevin Clark, Milton Anderson and

Continued on Page 3
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INION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech,

or of all the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of
grievances.

“It's a small world after all...”

After toes in the sand for two days in Pensacola getting out your
newspapers, Clark Kent and I headed to Jacksonville, Florida where
my journalist superhero hubby and Texas Press Association President
carried the Lone Star Flag in the procession of states at the National
Newspaper Association’s annual convention. It was a thrilling moment
for both of us and a memory we will always treasure.

And, since we were now so close to the “happiest place on earth”,
(it’s certainly the cleanest which is amazing considering the crowds)
we headed to DisneyWorld for the 50th Anniversary celebration. We
hit Magic Kingdom with a gazillion other people to do just that. As
they camped out for hours for viewing space for the special fireworks
display we walked onto rides, sampled the famous Dole Whip and of
course rode “It’s a Small World”...the water ride that celebrates all
the children of the world and their cultures.

On Sunday we found out what a small world it really is. At Animal
Kingdom we went on a safari, people watched, checked out the exotic
world of Pandora and ate at the African themed Tusker House. Our
hospitable host asked where we were from and then said, “WOW! I
am from Longview.” It just got better from there. After our meal we
took the time to visit with Cousin Randy. Turns out he really might
be related to Jim. How about that for a small world indeed?

I wish I could gather all my dear readers, friends and neighbors
and bring you to this ‘magic kingdom’ that was built by Walt Disney
and a mouse for this very reason. There are people from all over
the world speaking a variety of languages, different cultures, races,
political convictions and religions and everyone is smiling and almost
everyone is exercising their best manners. That makes for a very
happy place indeed.

What if we all were like our new found “cousin” Randy? We greet
everyone with a big smile, look for what we have in common, choose
not to judge and dismiss based on dress, language or attractiveness and
we just might find every corner of our world a much more pleasant
place to be.

You know, Walt Disney was from Missouri with very strong
traditional American values. He worked hard to bring the Golden

The Best of
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Rule into his business and into the lives of millions of people making
it a requirement for employment in the happy worlds he created.
Courtesy, warmth, caring, problem solving and compassion applied
to life by treating others the way we want to be treated. What a plan!
I am pretty sure that most of us grew up being taught just that by our
parents, Sunday School teachers and teachers. It is time we embrace
that again to create a better world. It requires effort, it requires time,
and it requires that we use the manners our mothers taught us.

Remember my friends, you don’t have to agree with one another
to care for one another. You also must remember that we never know
the burdens that others are carrying and we can often lighten the load
with a smile and a little warmth. After all, we carry the ‘happiest place
on earth’ within us wherever we go and we should never forget how
“small our world” really is.
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Citywide clean-up collects helpers
ahead of latest trash collection

‘Tis the season to clean those closets and crawl spaces so
there’s plenty of room to hide presents in a couple of months.

The year’s second Citywide Clean-up Day is set for 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Oct. 10, with Public Works no-cost collection
site once again situated east of Broadway Avenue on Commerce.

The four-hour Fall trash-off runs concurrently with a grass-
roots effort to collect litter ahead of the holidays.

“Anyone is welcome to go out and do a trash pickup in
their neighborhood and bring it down to the dump area,” says
Gladewater City Secretary Judy Van Houten. “They can adopt
acity park. There’s always a group that gets together and walks
downtown. It’s really kind of at their own pace that day.

“Our crew handles the collection site down by the railroad.”

Notably, this clean-up will not include tire collection, a grant-
funded component.

Everything else is welcome except for some specific prohib-
ited items including:

* Paint

* Shingles

* Batteries

* Chemicals

» Commercial waste

* Refrigeration items

“If they have something that has refrigeration, like an old
refrigerator or freezer, the only way we can accept it is if the
refrigerant has been removed and its certified by a technician,”
Van Houten noted.

The city will also lend a hand to residents in particular need
of assistance.

“Elderly and disabled can call City Hall up until Thursday
afternoon (Oct. 8) at 4:45 p.m. and we’ll go to their house and
pick up their stuff. We can’t go into the house, but we can get
it from the road.”

For more information, contact Gladewater City Hall at 903-
845-2196. Gladewater Chamber of Commerce dynamo Lois
Reed is recruiting volunteers for the concurrent Hwy. 271 clean-
up in memory of her predecessor, the late Marsha Valdetero.

“We want to keep her memory,” Reed said, “and how much
she loved downtown.”

The chamber provides Hi-Viz vests, trash bags and gloves
for volunteers sprucing the stretch of roadway between either
end of the loop. The team will start the route at the Mobil gas
station south of downtown at 8 a.m.

To volunteer with the chamber effort, call 903-845-5501.

Capital Highlights

Judge: Texas must air-condition
all prisons by end of 2029

A federal judge has ordered the state to air-condition its
entire prison system by the end of 2029, the Austin American-
Statesman reported. The Texas Department of Criminal Justice
has estimated that could cost the state $1.5 billion.

Nearly two-thirds of the 143,000 prisoners now held in Texas
prisons do not have air-conditioning. In his ruling, U.S. District
Judge Robert Pittman said the prison agency had “minimized
and misled” the court about the seriousness of the heat problem.

“The data that TDCJ does not collect also paints a picture of
an agency that is not attempting to meaningfully understand
or document the dangers and impacts of heat,” Pitman wrote.

A TDCIJ spokesperson took issue with the judge’s charac-
terization.

“TDCIJ has robust heat mitigation efforts in place to protect
the safety of its population and staff,” Amanda Hernandez
said in an email.

The state will appeal the ruling.

Camp Mystic under investigation

Camp Mystic, the Hill Country girls’ summer camp where
28 people died in the July 2025 floods, is under criminal
investigation by the Texas Rangers, kut.org reported. Four-
teen search warrants were executed against family and staff
members who ran the camp. KUT News obtained a copy of
the affidavit filed against Tweety Eastland, whose husband,
Dick, was one of the 28 who died.

The affidavit states the Rangers have probable cause to
believe the camp’s leaders committed a number of criminal
offenses, including manslaughter, criminally negligent homi-
cide, injury to a child, deadly conduct, and abandoning or
endangering a child.

“These offenses were committed against child campers—
including both deceased victims and surviving campers of the
flood event,” Brant Johnston, an investigator with the Texas
Rangers, wrote in the document.

The affidavits are intended to allow the Rangers to obtain
electronic data from Tweety and other members of the Eastland
family that owns the camp, as well as camp staff members. A
Kerr County state district judge approved it earlier this month.

Camp Mystic’s owners are being sued in civil court by more
than a dozen families.

Land commissioner backs
virtual border wall

Texas Land Commissioner Dawn Buckingham told the
Houston Chronicle that a virtual border wall makes “the most
sense” for much of West Texas, where plans to build a physical
wall have drawn considerable opposition.

“The bottom line is there are places where physical barriers
make sense, and there are places where they don’t. And we
just want the solution that’s best for Texas,” Buckingham said
in an interview with the Chronicle’s editorial board. “I think
especially when you get to West Texas, a virtual wall, in my
opinion, makes the most sense for most of that area.”

The Trump administration is moving to build a border wall
across the more than 13 million acres the state agency con-
trols, most of which is in West Texas. Gov. Greg Abbott has
previously questioned the logic of building a physical wall in
“rugged, isolated areas like Big Bend.”

Buckingham sent a cease-and-desist letter in July to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection after a contractor for the agency was
discovered clearing state-controlled land without permission.

Buckingham is running for reelection against Democrat Ben
Flores, a former Bay City council member.

Comptroller’s office fires employees

The Texas comptroller’s office fired 41 employees recently,
after agency leaders were told to submit lists of people to be
terminated, The Dallas Morning News reported. Comptroller
Don Huffines, appointed to the post by Abbott last summer and
the Republican nominee in November, campaigned on shrink-
ing the size of the state’s government. In a recent interview,
Huffines defended how he is doing his job since taking the helm.

“You’re going to hear a lot about how I'm changing the
agency, consolidating different divisions,” he said. “I’'m mak-
ing it more efficient.”
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REVENGE, OR “GETTING EVEN”

On an episode of the old Amos ‘n Andy comedy routine, Andy was being bullied by a big fellow who
kept slapping him on his chest. Finally, Andy decided to get even. He said: “I’m fixed for him. I put a stick of
dynamite in my vest pocket, and the next time he slaps me, he’s gonna get his hand blowed off!” Also. you
may have heard about the fellow who was told by his physician “Yes indeed, you do have rabies.” Upon hear-
ing this, the patient immediately pulled out a pen and pencil and began to write. Thinking the man was making
out his will, the doctor said, “Listen, this doesn’t mean you’re going to die. There’s a cure for rabies.” “I know
that.” said the man. “I’m making a list of people I’'m gonna bite.” These funny little stories illustrate a truth
that’s not so funny: revenge is dangerous business! You see, trying to get even with people who wrong us may
cause us to end up destroying ourselves. God’s Word has some good advice for us about revenge. Or perhaps
we shouldn’t call it “advice” at all. Bible teachings about revenge are commandments from God!

In the Old Testament, Proverbs 20: 22 says: “Don’t say, I will get even for this wrong. Wait for the Lord
to handle the matter.” Proverbs 24: 29 says: “And don’t say, now I can pay them back for all their meanness to
me! I'll get even! In the New Testament, God tells us “Never recompense (pay back) evil for evil for anyone.
Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honorable. Do your part to live in peace with everyone,
as much as possible. Never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God. For it is written, I will take vengeance; I
will repay those who deserve it, says the Lord,” (Rom. 12: 17-19). First Thessalonians 5: 15 says: “See that no
one pays back evil for evil but always try to do good to each other and to everyone else.” And 1 Pet. 3: 9 tells
us: “Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate when people say unkind things about you. Instead pay them back
with a blessing. That is what God wants you to do. And He will bless you for it.” Retribution should never

Yes, my friend, revenge is a dangerous business. Not only can hatred consume us, but revenge is sinful
and we can be as quickly condemned for breaking God’s law against revenge as the person who wronged us in
the first place. Don’t destroy yourself trying to “get even” with someone who has done wrong to you. What
good can come from hurling insult for insult? When one wrongs you and yours don’t “be overcome by evil”
and respond in kind i.e. “evil for evil” but “overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12: 21). Don’t allow an offensive
word, insult, or tasteless remark lead you down the road of retribution as a code of conduct. It only leads to sin

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.
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EMS Fall Fest returns downtown

Spooky Season has officially arrived, and there’s a hint of
sugar sweetness in the air.

It means Gladewater’s Emergency Services Fall Fest is right
around the corner, and it’ll be back downtown from 4:30 p.m.
to 6:30 Saturday, Oct. 31 —aka Halloween.

Past years saw costumed kiddoes pulling parents across the
Broadway School playground. Last year’s weather forced a
cancellation, rescheduling and subsequent relocation under the
derrick in the center of town.

It was a great success, says Gladewater Chamber of Com-
merce’s Lois Reed, despite the rainout. It seemed natural to
keep the event on the new spot for the second year-in-a-row
and see how it grows.

“We’re closing off West Commerce,” she said, issuing an
open invitation to social groups, civic clubs, churches, student
organizations, businesses and others to bring out games, candy,
prizes and promotions. “We want it to be a community event.
Of course, the police will be grilling hot dogs.”

For those who can’t join in but still want to support the cause,
the chamber is accepting monetary donations as well as bags
of candy to hand out to pint-sized participants.

“We’ll have costume contests and all kinds of games to keep
the children safe. We have a bounce house that’s being donated,”
Reed said, and she’s counting on local high schoolers and youth
groups to help create a carnival atmosphere with various activi-
ties. “This is a great opportunity for those students to get their
community service hours in. They can have fun and earn some
hours at the same time.”

To sign-up as a game, candy or booth sponsor, contact Reed
at 903-845-5501.

“It’ll be fun,” she added, wrapping up at 6:30 p.m. so parents
still have plenty of time to take their candy-seekers out-and-
about.

UPCOMING LOCAL EVENTS

(Courtesy of Gladewater Chamber of Commerce)
Oct. 2-3 42 Tournament at Rodeo Annex (TBD)
Oct. 10 City-Wide Cleanup (8 a.m. to 12 p.m.)
Oct. 24 Cancer Walk at Lake Gladewater
Oct. 31

(8a.m.)
EMS Fall Fest Downtown (4:30 to 6:30 p.m.)

Dump days set for Oct. 24

One of the two annual “County Wide Cleanup” days (also
known as “dump days”), hosted by the Upshur County Com-
missioners Court, is set Saturday, Oct. 24, announced Precinct
1 County Commissioner Gene Dolle.

Hours are 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. if dumpster space lasts that long at
the county pug mill, 1426 Cottonwood Road in rural Pritchett
community. The event is for households only, no businesses.

Certain items aren’t permitted for dumping. A list of accept-
able and unacceptable items will be published later.

For more information, contact Pct. 2 Commissioner Mike
Gilbert at 903-680-8157 or 903-738-5143.

Annual 5K raises awareness Oct. 24

The anual ‘Walk for Cancer’ efforts. She’s just excited to
host another and grateful for the help to make this year’s a
success Oct. 24.

The event is sponsored by Gym 101 and Caring Hearts of
Gladewater, with all proceeds benefiting Texas Oncology
in Longview. Day-of registration begins at 7:30 a.m. at 1604
Lakeshore Dr. before the trek itself starts at 8:15. Registra-
tion costs $20 per participant and includes a commemorative
T-shirt. NNew for 2026, the 5K Walk for Cancer will include
araffle for a chance to win a pink trash cart and other prizes.
Tickets are $1 per entry. For more information, contact Fag-
gans at 903-844-1326 or Earles at 903-413-4293.
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Treats on the Square in Gilmer

The Gilmer Area Chamber of Commerce will hold its annual
“Treats on the Square” this year on the actual date of Hallow-
een, Saturday, Oct. 31, announced Executive Director Gloria
McLuckie. The event, involving businesses handing out candy to
children, is set from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Jefferson and Simpson
streets on the downtown Upshur County Courthouse square.

Businesses wishing to participate should email the chamber
the form which the chamber emailed to them, or bring the form
by the chamber office at 106 Buffalo, McLuckie said.

For more information, call the chamber at 903-843-2413.

County library activities set

Three types of free activities are scheduled at the Upshur
County Library in Gilmer within the next week.

A book will be read to young children at both of the library’s
weekly “Storytime” sessions Thursday (Oct. 1.)

“LEGOs at the Library,” for children ages 5-11, is scheduled
from 11 a.m.-12 noon Saturday, while the Friends of the Upshur
County Library organization will meet at 6 p.m. Tuesday.

“We’re Going on a Ghost Hunt” by Susan Pearson will be
presented at the 10 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. Storytimes, which are
for children up to age 11. This book is aimed at children of
pre-school through second grade age, says Amazon’s website.

“Music and movement” will follow each reading of the book.
Amy Allred, children’s coordinator for the library, said clap-
ping and stretching to music “help with brain development.”

Each session also will feature a ghost-related craft.

Amazon’s website summarizes the plot of “We’re Going On
a Ghost Hunt” by saying Pearson “has written her own unique
version of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt,” introducing four
children who go out at night in search of a ghost.”

“After squish-squash-squooshing through a swamp, rustle-
rustle-rat-a-tattling through a cornfield, and overcoming all
kinds of obstacles on their journey, they come face to face with
a ghost in a graveyard.

“Then--RUN! RUN! RUNI!--they race back to the safety of
their warm, cozy house.”

The online site Google adds that, in addition to the afore-
mentioned cornfield and swamp, the youngsters pass through
a river and woods, “each (of the four sites) presenting unique
challenges.

“The narrative emphasizes bravery, and the excitement of fac-
ing fears in a fun, engaging way,” Google’s summary concludes.

S.D. Schindler illustrated the book.

The library, which will be closed Sunday and Monday, is at
702 W. Tyler, which is also Texas 154. Although Storytime is
free to the public with no advance registration required, children
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult.

For more information on the upcoming events, call the library
at 903-843-5001.

Friends of county library seeks help

The Friends of the Upshur County Library organization in
Gilmer is seeking historical information for its Nov. 14 celebra-
tion of the 40th anniversary of the dedication of the current
library building.

“We would like to have pictures and items on loan that are
connected to the library’s history,” said Friends President Stef-
fani Chapman in a written statement. “We are also seeking
information about the families, organizations, and individuals
involved in creating this wonderful resource.

“Any information on past librarians, staff, and volunteers
would be helpful. We would love to have some personal stories
to share,” she added. Anyone who wishes to contribute items or
information for the celebration may call her at 903-841-6226 or
friendssoucl@gmail.com. The Friends will hold their monthly
meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the library.

Council concludes budget wrangling
with cut to taxes in Fiscal Year ‘27

Continued from Page 1

André Clay. Council mem-
bers William Blackmon and
Stoney Stone dissented.

“We do have a balanced
budget,” the mayor confirmed
Sept. 22. “We have a good
understanding of where all the
numbers came from.

“We didn’t want to compro-
mise anything, but this wasn’t
going to be a year we could
do extras.”

The night’s remaining votes
landed 6-1, with Blackmon
dissenting on the property tax
decisions.

“This 2027 budget process
has been quite the eye-open-
ing experience,” he said last
week, reading from a prepared
statement, “from staff getting
all but accused of stealing

money to long, no-resolution
nights. I do want to say that |
am sorry for everything that
has taken place, even if those
who should apologize will
not say it.”

Blackmon went on to ques-
tion the math, philosophy and
legality of the final budget and
tax actions. After weeks of
long and often tense discus-
sions, there was little else said
Tuesday.

“Nope,” Clark replied, “that
was a mouthful.”

Notably, the trimmed down
figures do not include raises, a
Cost of Living Adjustment or
other compensation changes
requested by staff.

“We unfortunately are not
going to do COLA raises this
year,” the mayor confirmed.
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“We have been able to do those
for several years, which we are
very grateful for.

“We are very grateful for
the staff.

“One thing that we dis-
cussed yesterday was, quar-
terly, coming back before
council and shoring up where
we’re at with projected rev-
enues and expenses. What
we’re hoping is that after the
first of the year we can actu-
ally make some adjustments
to that for our staff.”

The goal was to be con-
servative with revenues for
the coming year, she added,
and to keep careful track of
expenses.

“We hope those are better
than we expect and we do get
to do something for our staff.”

© 1:00 PM

Q Weldon Cafetena |

Meal Includes:

« Grilled Chicken

* Green Beans

« Mashed Potatoes
* Bread

* Dessert

5

INCLUDES
MEAL AND
T-SHIRT

WELDON ELEMENTARY

UMBLEBEE WEEKEND

Bumblebee Reunion Luncheon

FOR TICKETS, CONTACT
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Texas Veterans Commission
launches Texas Veterans Access,
creating simpler path to access
essential services online

AUSTIN — The Texas Veterans Commission launched
Texas Veterans Access (TVA), on September 25, a new
online platform built on a simple idea: transitioning service
members, veterans, and military families should spend less
time figuring out where to get help and more time connect-
ing with the services they need.

Through Texas Veterans Access, veterans can create
a reusable profile, submit requests, and stay informed as
those requests move forward. For TVC, behind the scenes,
the platform creates a shared system to manage requests,
coordinate follow-up, and connect veterans with other par-
ticipating programs.

“Texas Veterans Access gives veterans, service members,
and military families one place to reach the benefits they
earned,” said Governor Greg Abbott. “Texas is home to
more veterans than any other state, and Texas will always
have their back.”

Using a Texas by Texas (TxT) account, users can cre-
ate a reusable profile and submit online requests directly
to participating TVC programs. They can then track their
requests as they move through the process, providing greater
visibility from the moment a request is submitted.

The goal is for information to follow the veteran rather
than requiring the veteran to repeatedly start over. TVA
also helps participating TVC programs to better coordinate
service requests and referrals, making it easier to connect
people with the appropriate program.

Veterans, transitioning service members, and families
can explore Texas Veterans Access, create a profile at tva.
texas.gov and connect with participating TVC Programs.

WE
THANK
YOU...

For Reading Us

For Engaging Us
For Supporting Us

Sponsored by Newspaper Association Managers each
year, National Newspaper Week recognizes the service

of newspapers and their employees across North America.
It's also an opportunity for us to recognize the loyal
subscribers and advertisers who support the important
work we do, and help protect the future of journalism.
Thank you for your continued readership and trust!
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GLADEWATER

WHIT DAK

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2026

JACK V. MURPHY BEAR STADIUM

6:30 PM PRE-GAME BELEBRATII]N 7:00 PM GAME

== - — T

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2026

Unveiling of the
Historic Marker

© 2:00 PM
Q@ Weldon Elementary

« || Join us as we honor the
| legacy of the Weldon
Bumblebees with the ‘
unveiling of the historic WELDON.
wm0" marker. BUMBLEBEES

[ 1921 -
You are welcome to attend
just the unveiling if you are |
unable to attend the lunch.

]Lb‘l

l[\‘FS ON

903-374-1370

= _———= =

| GLADEWATER ISD
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SPOItS roundup

Bears’ homecoming lost, Necks still seeking 1st win

By Tyler Sutton

The Gladewater Bears
wrapped up their non-dis-
trict schedule hosting 4-A
Athens for homecoming
and sadly it didn’t go well
as the Hornets scored early
and often in rout to a 45-10
victory at Jack Murphy sta-
dium.

Gladewater won the toss
and deferred to the 2" half

and it took Athens no time
going down the field to score
in just 4 plays to take a 7-0
lead. The Bears went for it
on 4™ down on their opening
drive but it was unsuccess-
ful and gave the ball bacl to
Athens.

But the Hornets also
turned it over on downs to
give the ball back to Glade-
water to end the 1% quarter.

The Bears drive stalled
and they had to settle for a
Korbin Sergio field goal to
make it 7-3. But Athens then
went right down the field to
make it a 14-3 Hornets lead.
After another Bears 3 and
out punt, the Hornets added
a FG of their own and it was
17-3.

Gladewater had a nice
drive going but pressure on

QB Achillies Hess forced
him to get rid of it quickly
and he was intercepted by
Athen’s Marvin Lyons and
just one play later Athens
added to their lead and it was
24-3 Hornets at the half.
The Bears got the ball to
start the 2" half but they
fumbled the kickoff return
to start the half and it was
turnover two of four for the

Bears on the night. Again the
Hornets took no time adding
to their lead with a quick
touchdown and suddenly it
was a rout at 31-3.

The Bears set up for a FG
but it was blocked. There
was no more scoring in the
3" quarter.

The Hornets then put it
to bed with another touch-
down to make it 38-3. After

OLLEYBALL

The Gladewater Lady Bears volleyball team had a pair of
matches starting with a short trip to rival White Oak where they
fell 3-0 ( 25-22, 25-13, 25-8 ) and it was followed with a home
match vs West Rusk Lady Raiders where the Lady Bears fell
3-0(25-18,25-10,25-10). The losses drop Gladewater to 12-15
and 0-5 in district play. They will next be in action with a pair
of matches when they host Arp and head to Sabine.

The White Oak Ladynecks volleyball team continued their
hot start to district play as they swept a pair of matches. First as
mentioned over rival Gladewater 3-0 and then a 3-0 sweep of
Troup on the road ( 25-21, 25-17,25-19 ). The wins improve the
Ladynecks to 18-13 and 4-1 in district play and will next be in
action with a match and battle for first place with Sabine at home.

The Union Grove Lady Lions volleyball team started district
play off with a pair of wins as they swept Hawkins 3-0 ( 25-15,
25-5,25-23 ) and a sweep of Alba-Golden 3-0 ( 25-19, 25-22,
25-23) The Lady Lions improve to 14-9 and 2-0 in district play.
They will have a match next hosting Como-Pickton

rv< CROSS
¥ COUNTRY

All 3 schools were in action for cross country in Union
Grove for Union Grove Invitational where for the boys:

White Oak’s Cooper Tucker was 5" at 17:43
White Oak’s Issak Olvera was 6™ at 17:50
Gladewater’s Ya’lexan Martinez was 8™ at 17:51
Gladewater’s Mariano Perez was 15% at 18:35
White Oak’s Nathan Stringer was 24™ at 19:24
Union Grove’s Kynan Birlew was 30" at 19:39
Union Grove’s Brady Prichett was 35" at 19:50
Girl’s:

Union Grove’s Landry Harris was 2" at 12:24
Union Grove’s Shaniya Roland was 7" at 12:57
Union Grove’s Rachael Potter was 14™ at 13:14
White Oak’s Maddie Hart was 18" at 13:17
Union Grove’s Phaedra Cole was 20" at 13:20
Union Grove’s Susanna Sturkie was 21% at 13:22
Union Grove’s Danica Vestal was 24™ at 13:29
White Oak’s Sophie Fisher was 26™ at 13:33

yet another Bears turnover,
Athens added one more TD
to make it 45-3. The Bears
finally got in the endzone
late in the 4™ quarter when
Achillies Hess broke free for
a 36 yard TD run to make
it 45-10.

“Just a rough night all
around. Athens we knew
would be a big test for us as
they are a very good team.
Just too many turnovers and
couldn’t get anything going
go on offense,” said coach
Jermaine Lewis.

The Bears drop to 2-3 and
will head into a bye week.
They will next be in action
when they open up district
play on Thursday, October
8™ on the road at Sabine. It
will also be the KYK X game
of the week for that week.
Kickoffis at 7 PM

The White Oak Rough-
necks were looking for their
first win of 2026 when they
hosted the West Rusk Raid-
ers but that didn’t come as
they fell in a rout 44-7.

Trent Jackson rushed for
63 yards and passed for
159 yards and a TD in the
loss for White Oak. Angel
Mejia had seven catches for
64 yards and a touchdown,
Tysen McClain three catches
for 40 yards and Cal Jester
nine catches for 63 yards.
Jackson also had seen tack-
les on defense.

McClain had a fumble
recovery, Kadin Casey four
tackles, Chase Carroll a
forced fumble, Harrison
Weathers six tackles and a
forced fumble, Blake Lyke
eight tackles, Jacob Watson
five tackles and a fumble
recovery and Chase Hines
three tackles and a forced
fumble.

The Roughnecks drop to
0-5 and will head into their
bye week.

They will next be in action
when they open up district
play with a road game at
Libert-Eylau. Kickoff is at
7 PM.

guds
YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STI]II_E

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

Highway 80 East
Gladewater -

845-5186

HOURS
730 AM.-530PM.

—L_H

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

903-845-6680

MEKT-S204N-A

Edward Jones

Partnering throughout the years to
reach your financial goals.

J Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main 5t Suite 101
Gladewater, TX 75647

edwardjones.com

Small business
5tart-up5!

New business
start-ups!

Advertising
packages!

Advertising
discounts!

.g EAST TEXAS
V/ FOOD BANK

FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Gladewater Rodeo Grounds

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month
10:00 am to Noon
Wik Suf % last

Website
help!

Local joumalists.
Local stories.
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Volatile fuel stays put after 18-wheeler wreck

Continued from Page 1

The fuel wobbled inside, made
the truck go up on two wheels.

“It turned over, pulling the
tractor over.”

There were no injuries, but
it was very much a hazard-
ous materials situation, and
Basham praised his crew —
Capt. Addison Hill, Driver
Felipe Gomez and Firefighter
Keith Kreitner — for their
rapid response alongside other
agencies.

“They did an outstand-
ing job,” he said, “isolation,
evacuating. They were there
approximately five hours.”

The emergency dispatch
came in about 3 p.m. The
tanker was heading south-
bound on 271 and took the
required turn onto the loop

town.

Allindicators are the driver
did everything he was sup-
posed to, Basham said. The
fluid sloshed in its container
but, fortunately, did not spill
initially or later.

“It did stay in the truck.
That fuel is real volatile. It’s
race fuel, so it’s really dan-
gerous.”

In addition to fire and police
responders, multiple wreckers

vehicle including units from
Fuller Towing & Recovery,
Stevenson Towing & Recov-
ery and Action Towing.

“Longview Fire Hazmat
was notified,” Basham added.
“They stayed ‘til it was over
as mutual aid.”

The roadway was reopened
shortly after 8 p.m. after the
tractor, tank and its freight
were set right and removed.

“None leaked. No harm,

Photos by James Drapper

Gladewater ISD’s Employees of the Month for September include Alyssa
Harkrider (Gladewater High School English IV teacher) and Joey Abrams
(5th grade Math teacher at Weldon Elementary School) along with (not
pictured) Gladewater Primary School staffer Courtney Sisson, GPS
Custodian Bret Street and GMS instructor Laura Savage.

Martha Street problem has
been largely mitigated

By James Draper
It took about five months, but a complaint-
ridden property on Martha Street has been

“I think probably in the next six months that
house will look completely different, probably
back to the quality it was.”

to avoid going through down- no foul.”

responded to help right the
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See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Since 1936

300 Hwy. 80 East

Bailey's JACE

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX I Gladewater
st smew 0038455787 | INALLEIMER  oo:oroos,
BAPTIST -

Calvary Baptist * 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist + 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church ¢ 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church ¢ 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church « 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist « 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist » 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist * 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible « 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist « 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist ¢+ 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist « 903-845-4894
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ * 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH uz’

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX
903-845-2171

www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER
SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

MANNA HOUSE

Sod4 Store House”

MannaHouseofGladewater.org

903-845-4066

Manna House of Gladewater
P.O. Box 808 o Gladewater, Texas 75647

ee

Get your message out for
just $12/week
Call

903-845-2235

Rocky Church of Christ . .
White Oak Church of Christ » 903-845-6139 New Life Fellowship Church  903-261-4227 Off-Hours Drop-Offs: 1710 N. Main St. in Gladewater
CATHOLIC Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234 .
St. Theresa's Catholic Church + 903-845-2306 Grace Tabernacle Church + 903-309-8801 We need your suppert - donalions
CHARISMATIC PENTECOSTAL and/etr food denations - fer Manna Ffeuse
New Life Church * 903-845-8108 First United Pentecostal * 903-845-2922 le W /;[/Z e /Md bexed thal we disteubule
LUTHERAN NothS|de Pentecostal le ok ’”W /MWJ
Our Redeemer Lutheran « 903-758-2019 Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
CHURCH OF GOD Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)
Elevate Worship Center « 903-374-2064 PRESBYTERIAN
NAZARENE First Presbyterian « 903-845-2905
Church of the Nazarene * 903-845-4425 Full Gospel Fellowship
METHODIST Gladewater Revival Church @. 0 é
First Methodist Church Gladewater ¢ 903-845-2565 Living Hope Fellowship « 903-261-2023

Love of God Church « 903-845-2623
Union Temple CME Church ¢ 903-845-1050
OTHER
Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220
Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holinesse 903-845-8195

McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church « 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist ¢ 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist « 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397
NON-DENOMINATIONAL

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n
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THE STATE OF TEXAS
To: James P. Booth, Or, If Deceased, His Unknown Heirs Greetings:

You are commanded to appear by filing a written answer to the plaintiff’s petition at or before 10 o’clock A.M. of the first Monday
after the expiration of 42 days from the date of issuance of this Citation, the same being Monday the 26th day of October 2026, at or
before 10 o’clock a.m. before the Honorable 124th District Court of Gregg County, at the Court House in Longview, Texas. Said
plaintiff’s petition was filed on this the 9th day of September, 2026.

The file number of said suit being No. 2026-1432-B

The name of the parties in said suit are:

Herman Ray  Plaintiff

and

James P. Booth, Or, If Deceased, His Unknown Heirs Defendant,
The nature of said suit being substantially as follows, to wit:

Suit To Remove Cloud From Title

The name and address of the attorney for plaintiff, or the address of plaintiff is:
JEFFREY COTTEN
PO BOX 7792

TYLER TX 75711
903-533-9900

Issued this the 10th day of September, 2026

Given under my hand and seal of said Court, at office in Longview, Texas this the 10th day of September, 2026
Trey Hattaway, Clerk
124th District Court

P.O. Box 711 Longview, Tx 75606
Gregg County, Texas

Signed: 9/10/2026 9:02:57 AM

N Wl Peudors o

Porcha Lawson

Consumer Cellular

OVER 50? UNLIMITED
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Backed by #1 Network Coverage and
Customer Satisfaction.*

Switch & Save Today. 855'493'3803

6370

Published Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that letters of temporary guardianship for the person and estate of
THOMAS GRAVES, an incapacitated person, were issued on September 22, 2026, in Docket
No. 2026-0314-E, pending in the County Court At Law No. 2, Gregg County, Texas, to DIANA
GRAVES, Temporary Guardian, as temporary guardian of the person and estate.

DENTAL

Insurance

from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company, Inc.

1-855-901-0467

Dental50PIlus.com/TXPress

Product/features not available in all states. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. To find a network provider, go to
physiciansmutual.com/find-dentist. This specific offer not available in CO, KS, NY, OR - call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer in your
state. Certificate C254/8465, (ID: C254ID; PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).

Notice to Creditors

Notice is hereby given that original Letters of Independent Administration for the Estate
of JAMES WILLIAM DEES, Deceased, were issued on September 14, 2026, under Docket No.
2026-0123-E, pending in the County Court At Law No.2 of Gregg County, Texas, to ONTIBILE
TAYLOR.

Claims may be presented as follows:

Representative,

Estate of James William Dees, Deceased
c/o: Courtney Anne Harris, Attorney at Law
PO Box 4373

Longview, TX 75606

All persons having claims against this estate, which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

DATED September 16, 2026.

By comz'ﬂ% Anne WM

Attomey(s?for Applicant

To Advertise Your Business
Call Us At 903-845-2235

il Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids
With Touchscreen Controls.

Atom X

No tiny buttons. No apps.
No prescriptions.

Call 855-717-9854

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

The residence of Guardian is in Gregg County, Texas, and the mailing address is:
Guardian of the person and estate of THOMAS GRAVES, c/o DIANA GRAVES, 206 N

Sanders St. White Oak, 75693.

All persons having claims against this estate, which is currently being administered, are
required to present them within the time and in the manner prescribed by law.

SIGNED on September 28, 2026.

Courtney Ahne Harris, Attorney At Law

-
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Mrpme bty PUBLIC NOTICE

E %mm P All interested persons are invited to review and
= —t 2 request further environmental processing of an
- === |FCC application proposing the following
T telecommunications antenna structure at: N 32
Slrtrss 34’ 19.96”/W 95 3’ 08.95”, Big Sandy, Upshur
A County, Texas, 854 File Number A1394819, 346’
e SST with FAA Style E (L-864/L865/L-810) dual
s, lighting. The application may be reviewed by
e entering the 854 file number at this website:
e 50 www.fcc.gov/asr/applications. Interested

persons may raise environmental concerns by
= T filing a “Request for Environmental Review”
L with the FCC within 30 days of this posting.
Instructions for filing requests are contained on
the following website: www.fcc.gov/asr/
environmentalrequest. The FCC strongly
encourages requests to be filed online; however,
written requests may also be sent by mail to the
following address: FCC Requests for
Environmental Review, Attn: Ramon Williams,
445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554.

Jia Bartiell
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TexSCAN Week of
Sept. 27-Oct. 3, 2026

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. Top-of-the-line
installation and service. Now featuring our FREE
shower package and $1600 Off for a limited time!
Call today! Financing available. Call Safe Step
1-855-540-0154

INTERNET

Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for speeds up to
5 Gigs, no data caps, no throttling. Prices starting at
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card when you make the
switch. Call 1-888-537-6387

Up to $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED Life Insurance!
No medical exam or health questions. Cash to help
pay funeral and other final expenses.Call Physicians
Life Insurance Company- 866-446-1132 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/TXPress

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental S0plus.com/txpress #6258

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing aid
with touchscreen controls. No tiny buttons, apps or
prescriptions. 45-day risk free trial. Free shipping.
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien 1-855-717-9854.

WANTED

We buy 8,000 cars a week. Get an instant offer for
your car, truck, or SUV — any year, any condition,
running or not. No hoops, haggles, or headaches.
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call
1-855-924-2078.

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

184 Participating Texas Newspapers ¢ Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

 ToPuf et okl Snd 1910, ) w5 u INSTALLATION I

Oty g s Son S o 4

INCLUDED!

' $200 OFF

s e s g s e sl
s Gt i ey

Buy One, Get One

40% OFF

Windows and Doors'

[

|
Gl | ot eSS 5 ke s

I

0s0n | s g b it st fon
Brmd || s docke 8t s

tera) | | egesdOges Dt Tt LYy OfeCsal-
M

Your Entire Purchase'

S s e MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4
I i --------------PLUS- -------------
. Tl et etbuin S 561, 2, Bt ] ] ]
. NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 Months'
! 1Dt S ety } MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 - INTEREST ACCRUES DURING PROMOTIONAL PERIOD BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS
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by Dee. 31 to schedule a FREE consultation!
RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN
'DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2026. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door
40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 10/1/2026 and 12/31/2026.
40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4
required, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 12/31/2026. Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promotional Period: when no payments are due, interest accrues
but is waived if balance s paid in full before Promotional Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after Promotional Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based
on terms disclosed in the financing agreement. Financing is provided by verious financial intitutions without regard to age, race, colo, religion, national origin, gender, or familial
status. Savings comparison based on purchase of  single unit at st pice. Avalable at participating locations and offer applies throughout the senvice area. See your local Renewal by
Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com license. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal
by byAndersen” and all other orporation. orporation. All
nmepsTares Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation
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GLADEWATER POLICE/FIRE'ACTIVITY

Cool temps welcome
after heat hinders
water treatment

The arrival of fall brings more than a break in the heat for
the City of Gladewater — hopefully, it’s also a turning point in
the strain on the Water Treatment Plant.

Gladewater City Manager Charlie Smith spotlighted ongo-
ing efforts there during the city council’s September meeting,
noting the particular challenge Water Treatment Plant Manager
Wendy Emmel and her staff face when the summer tempera-
tures are unrelenting.

“I get a call every once in a while about the water tasting
kinda funny or maybe a discoloration,” he told council mem-
bers. In addition to drought conditions affecting the lake level,
“With the heat that we’ve experienced, the water that we’re
taking in from the lake is about 90 degrees. When we run it
through the plant and treat it and send it back out, it’s running
about 85 or 90 degrees.

“They’re really having to watch their chemical usage.”

Beginning Sept. 28, the city temporarily converted the water
distribution system from chloramine to free chlorine. It will
continue through Oct. 12.

“During this period, customers may notice a temporary
change in the taste or odor of their water,” according to a recent
release. “This is normal during a free-chlorine conversion and
does not necessarily indicate a problem with the safety of the
water.”

Extended high near or above 100-degrees Fahrenheit, the
source water temperature and temps within the distribution
system all increase disinfectant demand and make maintaining
chlorine residuals more of a challenge.

“If you experience discoloration, allow the cold water to
run for several minutes until it clears. If the condition persists,
please contact the city.”

For more information, reach the Water Treatment Plant at
903-844-6331.

“We test all the way throughout town just to make sure we’re
good,” Smith added. “When it cools down, we should start
experiencing a difference.”

YOU SHOULD

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO KNOW WHAT'S
HAPPENING IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Proteet public notices
in newspapers and
protect FErEg right to know.

N is anational
i and healthy newspapers in our local
Find out mare at wwwinewspapers.org or follow us on
Twitter @newspapersorg or on Facebook @americasnewspapers

supporting

America’s %
Newspapers

newspapers.org/public-notices

CITY OF GLADEWATER
eALL 2026 CLEAN yp

Saturday, October 10th from 8am - Noon

Date Time  Agency Call Type Address Date Time  Agency Call Type Address
00212005 72X  GLADEWATER  MISCELLANEOUS  WALTER DERRICKICOMMERCE A% 0HU REPOSSESSION 502 SPENCER STREET
POLICE DEPT Sent To Disatch- 081232026 01:0447 GLADEWATER TX T5647
Sent To Disetch- 09202025 07:02:5 W% 05435 MISCELLANEOUS 204 E EDDY AVENUE
Sent To Disatch- 081232006 054449 GLADEWATER TX 75647
W% 062415 ALARM 201 W GAY AVENLE
Sent To Disgetch (51292006 052533 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
(w2020 1504 GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS 2220 SHERRODDRVE W% 1%4  GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP 70018 RODEN
POLICE DEPT POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dsetch 09202026 125139 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Disatch- 081232006 07:37:05
W% G285  GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP S TYLERILOOP 4%
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disetch- 081232026 082925
00212005 132300 ANMAL 201 NMAIN STREET W% G324  GLADEWATER TRESPASSING  312W PACIFICAVENLE
CONTROL POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disetch- 09202025 132325 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 Sent To Disetch- 051232026 083407 GLADEWATER TX 75647
(020206 1813 GLDEWATIR  EMS 1405 TYLER ROAD
POLICE DEPT
Sent To Dipeth (9202006 132933 GLADEWATER TX 75647 o205 G220 GLADEWATER  MISCELLANEOUS 1095 COMMERCE AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disetch- 051232026 092122 GLADEWATER TX 75647
(w2026 152308 GLDEWATER  FIRE 12 GREENWAY w8 114328  GLAEWATIR  FIRE THUS TS
FIRE DEPT FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Dipeth 09202006 152323 Sent To Disgech (5929200 114402
(w2020 145  GLADEWATER ASSIST 511S TYLER ROAD 1 w8 13064 GLDEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP W UPSHIRMUSTANG
POLICE DEPT POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Digetch 09202026 16 5.1 GLADEWATER, TX 75847 Sent To Disatch- 081232026 130656
002020 197300 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP W GAY/ELAKE W% 13216 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP FM2685W GAY
POLICE DEPT. POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 09/20/2026 19:13:06 Sent To Dispatch- 09/23/2026 13:22:46
0620206 1927 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP W GAY/ELAKE o205 1319 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP  2200BLOCK OF PINECREST DR
POLICE DEPT. POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dispatch- 0912012026 19:20:48
w26 (63727 GLADEWATER  FIRE 7000 CYPRESS WOODS
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Disatch- 081242006 05:3:14
w26 0153 GLADEWATER  MISCELLANEOUS  GREGG COLNTY
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disatch- 081242026 07:15:58
) (6124  GLADEWATER MISCELLANEOUS DEP CENTER
POLICE DEPT.
- Sent To Disetch- 051242026 08:12:58
o205 197905  GLADEWATER  FRE-EMS-LFT 2055 MILLSTREET i BT GLOATER  TREFCSTOP  EWPSHRGENTER
N FIRE DEPT ASSIST POLIGE DEPT.
Sent To Dsetch 09202026 192301 GLADEWATER, TX 75647 St To Dt QUL (6215
w26 1352 GLADEWATER  FIRE 3 GARDEN LANE
FIRE DEPT.
Sent To Disatch- 081242026 135037 GLADEWATER TX T5647
w226 W05 GLADEWATER DISTURBANCE 512JEANETTE AVENUE
(w2026 102606 GLADEWATER  ANNAL 304 WALTON STREET POLICE DEPT.
‘ — ROLICE PER CONTROE Sent To Disetch- 081242026 4:1122 GLADEWATER TX 75647
S ToDipethr (20205 1264 SULEWATER TX 567 0024206 15002 GLADEWATER  TRESPASSNG 1412 BROADWAY AVENUE
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disgach (9242006 1501:28 GLADEWATER TX 75647
w2206 WHB  GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP  OLDFREDS
POLICE DEPT
Sent To Disatch. (3202026 2:57.01 924205 154415 ENS 1600 E BROADWAY AVENUE
w2206 0450 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP  E BROADWAY/ E UPSHIR DO ——— GLIOEWATER TX 7557
ROKCEDERTR w226 85  GLADEWATER  WISCELLANEOUS 5115 TYLERROAD
Sent To Disetch- 081202026 21:05:02 —
w2026 1247 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP 103 NMAINSTREET P T—— GLOENATER, TXT567
POLICE DEPT. 925 18254  GLADEWATER  WELFARECHECK 506 PACIFIC AVENLE
Sent To Disetch- 081202026 21:14:17 GLADEWATER TX 75647 POLICE DEPT
w2026 2462  GLADEWATER  BURGLARY 15N MAIN STREET Sert o D 032425 6281 GLOENATER T 7567
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Digach (9202006 2247:% GLADEWATER, TX 75647
0024206 8524 GLOEWATIR  FIRE 200 W UPSHIR AVENUE
FIRE DEPT.
0021/ 10834  GLAEWATER  SUSP 2600BLOCK UPSHIR — P VISCELINEOLS  00E EODY AVE
EOLCEIERE SSL‘SCELEERSON' Sent To Dispatch- 09126/2026 13:08:51
- — B8 U250  GLAEWATER ESCORT RODEO CROSSING TO
S To Depelchr Y2206 11118 POLICE DEPT. GLADEWATER MEMORIAL PARK
Sent To Dsetch- (91262026 142631
W% 2012 GLADEWATER  FRE-EMS-LFT 404 JEANETTE AVENUE
FIRE DEPT. ASSIST
w2126 1% E(L);:FCEEWS\ET;R DISTURBANCE 517 N FERRY STREET S — CLCEUATER X758
! o205 3246  GLADEWATER  MISCELLANEOUS  204E EDDY AVENLE
Sent To Disetch- 081212026 12:15:34 GLADEWATER TX T5647
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disetch- 051262026 1:33:53 GLADEWATER TX 75647
00212005 250 ALARM 201W GAY AVE
Sent To il (321205 25538 W% Met%5  GLADEWATER TRAFFICSTOP 511 S TYLERROAD
0021/ 132001 BV 19 JUIAWOODS
Sent To Dispatch- 09/21/2026 13:20:51 OUCE DERT
w21/ U132 GLADEWATER CRIMINAL 1109 E BROADWAY AVENUE Sen To Dot W20 214208 GLADEWATER, TX 2647
BB M2%5  GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP W UPSHURE LAKE
POUCEDEPT.  TRESPASS
- — POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Dsetch- 091212026 141611 GLADEWATER TX T5647 B ——
00205 0627 GLADEWATER  AGENCYASSIST  GAY AVEIPRIVARY SCHOOL
POLICE DEPT.
0212005 5072  GLADEWATER  FRE-EMS-UFT 54 QUEEN
FIRE DEPT. ASSIST
Sent To Digach (51212006 15,0858 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
00211206 15515 GLADEWATER  HARASSMENT 807 NTENERY
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Digech (51202006 15555
w2120 1200  GLADEWATER  MISCELLANEOUS 5118 TYLERROAD
POLICE DEPT
Sent To Disetch- 081202026 16:1427 GLADEWATER TX T5647
0212005 182203 REPOSSESSION 613 ANDERSON N
Sent To Disetch- 081212026 16:2404
w2120 1950% ANINAL 1300 E SHEPPARD DRIVE
CONTROL
Sent To Disetch- 081212026 195422 GLADEWATER TX 75647
0212005 128 BV 0 MONEY STREET
Sent To Disetch- 081212026 2:25:50 GLADEWATER TX T5647
w26 00500 ALARM 201 W GAY AVENLE
Sent To Disgech (51222006 05 0548 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
w26 (65313 GLADEWATER  TRAFFICSTOP  MAINANDNLOOP
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disetch- 081222026 065325
w26 750  GLADEWATER  MISCELLANEOUS  GREGG CONTY
POLICE DEPT.
Sent To Disetch- 081222026 07:56:53
w26 0106 ANIVAL 208 WEST LAKE DRIVE
CONTROL
Sent To Disgetch (591222008 00437 GLADEWATER, TX 75647
w28 @024 GLADEWATER  ESCORT 401N ARMSTRONG CENTER
POLICE DEPT

Sent To Dispatch- 09/22/2026 09:03:59

GPD! Activity

GLADEWATER, TX 75647

D: Arr Nam Arrest Addr. Charges

1700 N MAIN STREET
GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

9124/2026 NATION, JESSIE WILLIAM POSS CS PG 1/1-B >=1G<4G

POSS DANGEROUS DRUG
POSS DANGEROUS DRUG
9124/2026 STEBER, JSON DAMARCUS

700 N MAIN STREET FAIL TO IDENTIFY GIVING

FALSE/FICTITIOUS INFO -
IMPERSONATION
GLADEWATER, TEXAS 75647

WOPD! Activity

For the reporting period of September 21st through Septem-
ber 27th, 2026, officers for the White Oak Police Department
responded to or initiated 159 calls for service and assistance.
Some of the most common calls were: Advice Calls, Burglar
Alarms, Loud Noise Complaints, Traffic Issues (collisions,
motorist assists, traffic control, reckless drivers, etc.), and
Community Relations (welfare checks, civil issues, vacation
home security checks, etc.).

Four traffic collisions were investigated during this report-
ing period. No injuries were reported.

Four arrests were made during this reporting period:

Shameion Colbert, 39, of Gladewater, for two White Oak
City Warrants.

Seth Roberts, 24, of White Oak, for Assault Family Violence-
Impede Breath or Circulation.

Chasidy White, 30, of White Oak, for one White Oak City
Warrant and No Insurance.

Vona Caballero, 57, of Longview, for 2 Gregg County War-
rants, POCS PGl >=1g<4g, and Tamper/Fabricate Physical
Evidence with Intent to Impair.

Three separate and unrelated cases were presented to the
Gregg County District Attorney during this reporting period:

-Driving While Intoxicated x2

-Assault Family Violence-Impede Breath or Circulation

E. Commerce Street, Gladewater

JOIN TO VOLUNTEER

Volunteers Needed! Help us make a difference at the City-Wide
Clean Up. Your time and effort will go a long way in keeping our
community clean and beautiful- come lend a hand!
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Local Journalism.
Local Voices.
Lasting Impact.

deda b M
NEWSPAPER
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Continued from Page 1

Medill School of Journalism revealed that there are more than
1,500 counties in the United States served by only one news
media outlet. In almost all of those counties, the news source
is a local newspaper.

It used to be hard to imagine how different communities
would be without local news sources. But in recent years, the
changing business models for news organizations have led to
an increasing number of so-called news deserts — places where
residents don’t have access to independent coverage of their
communities.

Research shows that the lack of news coverage can lead to
a number of problems: fewer people voting, more corruption,
higher costs of government and a reduced connection among
residents.

One of this country’s most famous founders, Thomas Jef-
ferson, wrote, “Were it left to me to decide whether we should
have a government without newspapers, or newspapers without a
government, [ should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter.”

That doesn’t mean Jefferson always liked what newspa-
pers wrote about him, his decisions or his policies. He often
disagreed vehemently. But he and other founders inherently
understood the importance of having a government watchdog
and independent voices that are free to challenge policies and
leaders, with the goals of better informing residents about the
world around them and improving society.

The founders understood this nation needed guarantees to
protect vigorous discussions and disagreements, particularly
about the government. So, they created the Bill of Rights in
1791, starting with the First Amendment that ensures free
speech and a free press.

Sustaining a free press isn’t free, nor is it easy. The type
of news coverage that helps to change laws and change lives
— including exposing problems and wrongdoing in communi-
ties that some would prefer to keep hidden — can be difficult,
time-consuming and expensive.

It was true 250 years ago, and it’s still true today.

Some critics have been predicting the death of newspapers
since at least the invention of radio, and those predictions
have increased with the creation of television, the internet and
social media. Yet, newspapers have persevered, adapted their
business models and remained as essential institutions in their
communities.

In this time of another upheaval of the media business model,
newspapers are yet again adapting for the future. Their news is
shared not just in print as it was in 1776, but also to millions of
readers online and through social media by the news organiza-
tions themselves and countless other people.

Surveys that cite how many Americans receive news from
their “phones” these days don’t consider where those phones
get their news and information. Many readers don’t know the
origin either. But much of the commentary and sharing of news
that is abundant online and in social media can be traced back
to the original sources: journalists.

As we celebrate National Newspaper Week during Oct.
4-10, it’s important to reflect on why the founders believed so
strongly in the need for a free press to cover this nation without
government control, without fear or favor and without undue
influence from powerful people.

The value of a free press is not simply to protect the press,
but to protect democracy. It’s based on the belief that a better-
informed citizenry is essential for the United States to not only
survive, but to thrive.

In today’s crowded media market, where misinformation
and disinformation are abundant, it’s crucial that newspapers
continue to serve in their role as watchdogs and as trusted
sources to inform, inspire, educate and connect the communi-
ties they serve.

There’s no way to predict how the United States will change
and evolve over the next 250 years. But it’s certain we will con-
tinue to need a free press and independent journalists to docu-
ment those changes and provide the important news coverage
that is vital for this nation’s future.

Benjy Hamm is director of the national Institute for Rural Journal-
ism and Community Issues and an associate professor at the University
of Kentucky’s School of Journalism and Media. He previously served as
editorial director for Landmark Community Newspapers and as an edi-

tor at The Virginian-Pilot, The Associated Press and the New York Times
Regional Newspaper Group.
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GET DIRECTV.

GET THE UNMATCHED ENTERTAINMENT

EXPERIENCE THAT ONLY DIRECTV CAN

« Your favorite live TV, shows and news - local channels included
Local channels may not be available n allareas. Device may need to be in billing region in order to view local channels.

« Catch your favorite live games with DIRECTV - leader in sports
(laim based on offering of Nat'l and R | Sports Networks. RSNs avail. with CHOICE package or higher. Availability of RSNs varies
by ZIP code and package.

« 99% signal reliability” plus exclusive Signal Saver™ technology**
*Based on Nationwide Study of representative cities. *“Requires HD DVR (model HR44 or later) connected to high-speed internet.
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MANOR, Texas - Texas A&M Forest Service hosted the
sixth annual Sisters in Fire event Sept. 26 in Manor, giving
students an opportunity to experience wildland firefight-
ing and natural resource careers through hands-on training.

Twenty-eight participants from eighth through 12th grade
across 13 counties attended the event.

Sisters in Fire introduces students to wildland firefighting
and natural resources careers through hands-on activities led
by professionals in these fields.

It is an amazing experience to see the participants get more
confident and see in their faces the satisfaction of completing
something new,” said Abbie Tijerina, Sisters in Fire incident
commander and wildland urban interface coordinator for
Texas A&M Forest Service. “The purpose of Sisters in Fire is
to show participants that they can do anything they put their
minds to and that they belong in these careers.”

Participants were split into squads, or teams, for the day
and rotated through four stations. Each station introduced
participants to skills and equipment used in wildland fire-
fighting, including how to suppress wildfires with engines
and bulldozers and how to use chainsaws and hand tools
safely. Participants also learned leadership, communication
and teamwork skills that are critical for wildland firefight-
ing crews.

Sisters in Fire introduces students to wildland firefighting careers

Participants also learned about the role of aviation in wildfire
response through a presentation on aircraft capabilities and careers
in wildland fire aviation. A Type 1 Black Hawk helicopter under
contract with Texas A&M Forest Service, capable of carrying up
to 1,000 gallons of water, conducted a water drop demonstration
for participants.

“The helicopter dropping water was awesome,” said one Sisters
in Fire participant. “I didn’t realize how many jobs there were
in wildfire.”

Participants put everything they learned to the test during the
final event of the day—a prescribed fire demonstration. While
the instructors burned a small area of grass, the young women
answered questions and applied what they learned to a real-world
scenario.

Sisters in Fire provides participants with an opportunity to
explore careers in wildland firefighting and natural resource
management while learning from professionals representing
agencies and organizations across the state.

The 2026 Sisters in Fire event was hosted in cooperation with
Travis County Parks, the Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid Sys-
tem, Kansas Forest Service, The Nature Conservancy and Texas
Parks and Wildlife Department. Fire departments participating
through the Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System included
Alice, Amarillo, Austin and Conroe.

As one operation leaves, GEDCO welcomes successor

Continued from Page 1

With local work anticipated to get underway before the
end of the year, the new company offers a broad gamut to
the oilfield and other sectors in upstream, midstream and
downstream markets through machining, repair, product
supply and other services in its mix.

“From a business, retention, expansion standpoint for the
EDC, part of the job is to retain the jobs we have and add to
them,” Conlan noted. Simply put, “It’s easier to retain jobs
than go find new ones.”

That said, plenty of developments aren’t in the EDC’s hands.
It’s a matter of finding the best available options in the midst
of evolving circumstances.

In this instance, GEDCO (in coordination with City Hall)

Sept. 30 - Oct. 2

EFF DANIELS  JAREDUHARRIS K. SIMMONS

Oct. 7-9 Oct. 10-12

Reserve Your Seats:

is helping the new company put down roots through a $40,000
performance incentive based on job creation plus up to $10,000
to defray standard fees assessed by the City of Gladewater.

In a net gain following the loss of PMM’s roster, “It will be 25
jobs in the first 24 months,” Conlan noted. The local contribu-
tion’s a small percentage of the company’s coming effort: “They’re
going to put an additional $8 to $9 million investment into the
community, the business, the structure and ad valorem through
equipment and the building.”

Notably, the jobs that will be created in the next two years of
the agreement will include full benefits.

“It’s important that we’re giving the people of Gladewater an
opportunity to work in jobs where they have benefits, training,
health insurance and more,” Conlan said. “We’re trying to recruit
jobs that provide health insurance, 401K and so forth.”
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JOIN US SEPT. 30 THROUGH OCT. 19!

LAST
PICTURE
SHOWS

Jack LEMMON swmney MacLAINE rrep MacMURRAY

Oct. 14-16 Oct. 17-19

4StarCinema.com/FallFest

*x Kk %
903.983.3848 * @4starKilgoreCinemaKilgore ,sTARCINEy, 1607 US Highway 259 North in Kilgore, Texas
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Donate Your Vehicle

Call (844) 251-0064 to donate
your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

2. Schedule Pickup

We'll pick up your
vehicle for FREE -
at a time and place
convenient for you.

m Support Veteran Nonprofits.
® Free Pickup & Towing.
u Top Tax Deduction.

What kinds of vehicles can | donate?

Veteran Car Donations accepts most cars, trucks, boats, RVs,
and motorcycles. We can pick up your vehicle, running or not.

It gets better: your car donation can be picked up within
24 hours, and in some cases even the same day.

P

Donate Your Vehicle Today

844-251-0064

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt226

While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or
recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (844) 251-0064.

3. Receive Top
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for
atax deduction.

How Your Vehicle Donation Helps Veterans

Your vehicle donation directly helps us to provide our nation's
heroes with much needed programs and services, such as:

« Essential Medical Care and Mental Health Services
« Mentoring, Job Skills Training, and Employment Assistance

« Food, Emergency Shelter, and Housing for Homeless Veterans

« Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Therapy and Grief Counseling

Veteran Car Donations
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